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X*'^*^  R.  Gent.  —  Thcfe 
^  "^  Initials  we  find  pre- 
y^  A.  ^  fixed  to  a  Dramatic 
w  r  w  Piece,  entitled, 
M*^*/^  ThzValiantF/elch- 
man,  Tragi-Com. 

None  of  the  Writers  give  any 
Account  of  this  Author,  nor  even  , 
hint  at  his  real  Name,  yet  I  can- 
not help  venturing  one  Conjec- 
ture in  Regard  to  him,  which  is, 
that  I  think  it  not  improbable  to 
be  Mr.  Robert  Armln,  Author  of 
a  Comedy  called  the  Hiftory  of 
the  I'lvo  Maids  o/ Moore  Clacke. 
. — There  being  fome  Refemblance 
in  the  Manner  and  Stile  of  the 
two  Titles,  and  the  Difference  of 
only  fix  Years  in  their  Dates,  the 
iaft-nam'd  Piece  having  been  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  Year  1609,  ^^^^  ^-^is 
before  us  in  161 5. 

Adams,    George,   M.  A. 

This  is,  I  believe,  a  living  Au- 
thor^ but  has  made  only  one  At- 
tempt in  the  dramatic  Way,  and 
that  probably  not  even  intended 
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for  the  Stage,  but  only  published 
for  the  more  undifturb'd  Perufal 
of  the  Clofet.     It  is  called. 

The  Lifi:  and  Death  of  So- 
phocles.   Hift,  Play. 

Addison,  yojcph,  Efqj— This 
very  great  Ornament  to  the  Age 
he  lived  in,  his  own  Country  in 
particular,  and  to  the  Caufe  of 
polite  Literature  in  general,  was 
Son  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Launcelot 
j4ddifon,  who  afterwards  became 
Dean  of  Litchfield  and  Coventryy 
but  at  the  Time  of  this  Son's 
Birth  was  RecSor  of  Milejion,  near 
Ambrojbury,  Wilts ^  at  which  Place 
the  Subjeft  of  our  prefent  Confi- 
deration  receiv'd  his  vital  Breath, 
on  the  ift  Day  ©f  May,  1672.—* 
He  was  very  early  feat  to  School 
to  Ambrojbury y  being  put  under 
the  Care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  I^aip, 
then  Mafter  of  that  School ;  frc^ 
thence,  as  foon  as  he  had  receiv- 
ed the  firft  Rudiments  of  Litera- 
ture, he  was  renaoved  to  SaHJbury 
School,  taught  by  the  Reverend 
[A  3  Mr. 


OF  SCOTLAND  ^^ 


A  D 

Mr.  Taylor,  and  after  that  to  the 
Charter- Hcufe,  where  he  was  un- 
der the  Tuition  of  the  learned 
Dr.  Elits.—- — Here  he  firft  ccn- 
trafted  an  Intimacy  with  Mr. 
Steele,  afterwards  Sir  Richard, 
■which    continued    inviolable   till 

his  Death. At  about  fifteen 

Years  of  Age  he  was  enter'd  of 
^een's  College,  Oxford,  and  in 
about  two  Years  afterwards,  thro' 
the  Intereft  of  Dr.  Lancajier,  Dean 
of  Magdalen'^,  cleft ed  into  that 
College,  and  admitted  to  the  De- 
grees of  Bachelor  and  Mafter  of 
Arts. 

While  he  was  at  the  Univer- 
fity,  he  was  repeatedly  folicited 
hy  his  Father  and  other  Friends 
to  enter  into  Holy  Orders,  which, 
altho'  from  his  extreme  Modefty 
and  natural  Diffidence  he  would 
gladly  have  declined,  yet,  in 
Compliance  with  his  Father's  De- 
lires,  he  was  once  very  near  con- 
cluding on  ;  when  having,  thro' 
Mr.  Congre've's  Means,  become  a 
great  Favorite  with  that  univeifal 
Patron  of  Poetry  and  the  polite 
Arts,  the  famous  Lord  Halifax, 
that  Nobleman,  who  bad  fre- 
xjuently  regretted  that  {o  few 
iA&n  of  libeial  Education  and 
great  Abilities  applied  themfelves 
to  Affairs  of  public  Bufinefs,  in 
■which  their  Country  might  reap 
the  Advantage  of  their  Talents, 
earneftly  perfuaded  him  to  lay 
afide  this  DcTign,  and  as  an  En- 
couragement for  him  fo  to  do, 
and  an  Indulgence  to  an  Inclina- 
tion for  Travel,  which  fhew'd 
itfelf  in  Mr.  Addifpn,  procur'd 
him  an  annual  Pcnfion  of  3C0I. 
from  the  Ciown,  to  enable  him 
to  make  the  Tour  of  France  and 
Italy, 

On  this  Tour  then  he  fet  out 
at  the  latter  End  of  the  Year 
1699,  did  his  Country  great 
Honovir  by  his  extraordinary  Abi- 
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Hties,  receiving  in  his  Tura 
every  Mark  of  Ellecm  that  could 
be  fliewn  to  a  Man  of  exalted 
Genius,  particularly  from  M. 
Boileau,  the  famous  French  Poet, 
and  the  Abbe  Sahnni,  ProfefTor 
of  the  Greek  Toflgue  in  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Florence^  the  former  of 
whom  declar'd  that  he  firft  con- 
ceived an  Opinion  of  the  Englijh 
Genius  for  Poetry  from  Mr.  Ad- 
dijons  Latin  Poems,  printed  in 
the  MuJ£  Anglican^,  and  the 
latter  tranfiated  into  elegant  Ita- 
lian Vcrfe,  his  Epiftolary  Poepi 
to  Lord  Halifax,  which  is  ef- 
teemed  a  Mafter-Piece  in  it's 
Kind. 

In  the  Year  1702,  as  he  was 
about  to  return  Home,  he  was 
informed  from  his  Fjiends  in  Fng- 
land,  by  Letter,  that  King  Wil- 
liam intended  him  the  Poft  of 
Secretary  to  attend  the  Army  un- 
der Prince  Eugene  in  //iz/y. — This 
was  an  Office  that  would  have 
been  extremely  -acceptable  to  Mr. 
Addifon  ;  but  his  Majefty'sDeath, 
which  happen'd  before  he  could 
get  his  Appointment,  put  a  Stop 
to  that,  together  with  his  Pen- 
fion. — This  News  came  to  him 
at  Geneva ;  he  therefore  chofe  to 
make  the  Tour  oi  Germany  in  his 
Way  Home,  and  at  Vienna  com- 
pos'd  his  Treatife  on  Medals, 
which  however  did  not  make 
it's  Appearance  till  after  his 
Death. 

A  different  Set  of  Minifters 
coming  to  the  Management  of 
Affairs  in  the  Beginning  of  Queen 
Anne\  Reign,  and  confequently 
the  Intereft  of  Mr.  Addifon's. 
Friends  being  confiderably  weak- 
ened, he  continued  unemploy'd 
and  in  Obfcurity  till  1 704,  when 
an  Accident  call'd  him -again  in- 
to Notice. 

The  amazing   Victory  gained 

by  the  great  Duke  oi  Marlborough 

at 
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at  Blenheim,  exciting  a  Defne  in 
the  Earl  m  Godoipbin,  tlieia  Lord 
High  Trcafurer,  to  have  it  cele- 
brated in  Verfe,  Lord  Hallifax,  to 
whom  that  Nobleman  had  com- 
municated this  his  Wifh,  rccom- 
rtendcd  Mr.  Addcjon  to  him,  as 
the  only  Perlbn  who  was  likely  to 
execute  fuch  a  Taflc  in  a  Manner 
adequate  to  theSubje£t;  in  which 
he  fuccecded  ib  hapj.-iiy,  that 
when  the  Poem  he  waore,  vix., 
the  Campaign,  was  finiHied  no 
farther  than  to  the  celebrated 
Simile  of  the  Angel,  the  Lord 
High  Trcafurer  was  ib  delighted 
with  it,  that  he  immediatelypre- 
fented  the  Author  with  the  Place 
of  one  of  the  Commiffioners  of 
Appeals  in  the  Excife,  in  the 
Room  of  Mr.  Locke,  who  had 
been  juft  promoted  to  the  Board 
of  Trade. 

In  the  Year  170  5,  he  attended 
Lord  Hallifax  to  Hancver,  and  in 
the  fucceeding  Year  was  appoint- 
ed Under  Secretary  to  Sir  Charles 
Hedges,  then  Secretary  of  State  j 
nor  did  he  lofe  this  Poft  on  the 
Removal  of  Sir  Charles,  the  Earl 
of  Sunder  and,  who  fucceeded  to 
that  Gentleman,  willingly  con- 
tinuing Mr.  Addijon  as  his  Unaer- 
Secretary. 

In  1709,  Lord  Wharton  being 
appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  oi  Ire- 
land, nominated  our  Author  Se- 
cretary for  tliat  Kingdom,  the 
Queen  at  the  fame  Time  beftow- 
ing  on  him  alfo  the  Poll  of 
Keeper  of  the  Records  in  Irt- 
lu'id, — But  wlien,  in  the  latter 
End  of  her  Majefty's  Reign  the 
Miiiiftry  was  again  changed,  and 
Mr.  Addipn  expefted  no  farther 
Employment,  he  gladiy  fuhmitted 
to  a  Retirement,  in  which  he  had 
formed  a  Defign^  which  it  is  much 
to  be  regretted  that  he  never  had 
in  his  Power  to  put  in  Execu- 
tion, W^.  the  compiling  a  Die- 
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tionary  to  fix  the  Standard  of  the 
Eriglijh  Language  upon  the  fame 
Kind  of  Plan  with  the  famous 
Dittionario  della  Crufca  of  the  Ita- 
liar.s. — A  Work  in  no  Language 
lo  much  wanted  as  in  our  own, 
and  which  from  lb  mafterly,  fo 
el;gant  and  fo  correal  a  Pen  as 
this  Gentleman's,  could  not  have 
faiPd  being  executed  to  thegieat- 
cft  Degree  of  Perfection. — We 
have  however  the  lefs  Reafon  to 
lament  this  Lofs,  as  the  fame 
D  llgn  has  fince  been  carried  on, 
and  brought  to  a  Maturity  that 
rerlcds  the  higheft  Honour  on 
our  Country  in  general,  and  it's 
Author  in  particular  ; — nor  after 
this  Charader  can  I,  I  think, 
have  need  to  enter  into  a  farther 
Explanation,  or  even  hint,  that 
I  mean  Mv. Samuel  Johnfonf,  Dic- 
tionary of  the  Engli/h  Language, 
What  prevented  Mr.  Addifon's 
purfuJng  this  Defign,  was  his  be« 
ing  again  called  out  into  public 
Bufinefs  j  for  on  the  Death  of  the 
Queen,  he  was  appointed  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lords  Jufticcs  j  then 
again,  in  171 1,  Secretary  for 
Ireknd,  and  on  Lord  Sunderlajid'' % 
Refignatioa  of  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nancy, he  V,  as  made  one  of  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  Trade. 

In  1716,  he  married  the 
Countcfs  of  14^ar^ULid,  aad  in  the 
enfuing  Year  was  railed  to  the 
high  Dignity  of  cce  of  her  Ma- 
jefiy's  principal  Secretaries  of 
State.— The  Fatigues  of  this  im- 
portant Poft  being  too  much  for 
Mr.  Addifons.  Confdtution,  w-hicli 
was  naturally  not  an  extraordinary 
one,  he  was  very  foon  obliged 
to  refign  it,  intending  for  the  Re- 
mainder of  his  Life  to  purfue  the 
CjcnpLvion  of  iome  literary  De-» 
fi^ns  which  he  bad  planned  out: 
but  this  he  had  no  long  Time  al- 
lowed him  for  the  doing,  an 
Afthma,  attended  with  a  Dropfy, 
[  A  2  ]  carrying. 
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carrying  him  off  the  Stsge  of  this 
World  before  he  could  finiih  any 

of  his  Schemes. -He  departed 

this  Life  at  Hol/aid  Houfe,  near 
Kenfwglan,  on  the  I'/th  oi  Jur.e, 
3719,  having  then  juft  entered 
5nto''his  48th  Year,  and  left  be- 
hind him  one  only  Daughter. 

As  a  Writer  we  need  fay  little 
of  him,  as  the  general  Efteem 
his  Works  were,  ftiU  are,  and 
ever  muft,  be  held  in,  "  pleads^ 
''  as  Shakefpeare  fays,  iike  Angeh 
*<  Trumpet  totigud,^''  in  their  Be- 
}ja]f. — As  a  Poet,  his  Caco  in  the 
dramatic,  and  his  Campaign  in  the 
heroic  Way,  vt^iil  ever  maintain  a 
Place  among  the  f.ril  Rate  Works 
of  either  Kind.— Yet  I  cannot 
help  thinklag  even  ihefe  excelled 
by  the  Elegance,  Accuracy,  and 
Elevation  of  his  Profe  J^Fvitingi  j 
among  which  his  Papers  in  the 
*TatUrs,  SpeBators  and  Guardians 
hold  a  foremoft  Rank,  and  muft 
continue  the  Objefts  of  Admira- 
tion, fo  long  as  the  EngUJh  Lan- 
guage retains  its  Purity,  or  any 
Authors  who  have  written  in  it 
continue  to  b.e  read. — As  z  Man, 
it  is  impoffible  to  fay  too  much, 
and  it  v;ould  even  extend  beyond 
our  prefcnt  Limits  to  fay  enough, 
in  his  Praifcj  as  he  was  in  every 
Kefpeil  truly  valuable,— In  private 
life  he  was  amiable,  in  public 
Employment  honourable  ;  a  zea  - 
lous  Patriot  ;  faithful  to  his 
Friends  and  ftedfaft  10  his  Prin- 
ciples 5  and  the  noble  Sentiments 
which  every  where  breathe  thro' 
his  Cato,  are  no  more  thsn  Ema- 
3iations  of  that  Love  for  his 
Country,  which  was  the  conftant 
Guide  of  all  his  Afcicns.— But 
laft  of  all  let  us  view  him  as  a 
Chrifiian,  in  which  Light  he  will 
appear  flill  more  exalted  than  in 
any  other. — And  to  tiiis  End  no- 
thing perhaps  can  niore  effeftu- 
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ally,  lead  us  than  the  relating  an 
Anecdote  concerning  his  Death, 
in  the  Words  of  one  of  the  bejl 
Men  as  well  as  the  hefi  Writer* 
now  living,  who,  in  a  Pamphlet 
written  almoft  entirely  to  intro- 
duce this  little  Story,  fpeaks  of 
him  in  the  following  Manner. 

*'  After  a  long  and  manly,  but 
**  vain  Struggle  with  his  Difl:em- 
*'  per,"  fays  he,  *'  he  difmifled 
*'  his  Phyficians,  and  with  them 
**  all  Hopes  of  Life  :  but  with 
*'  his  Hopes  of  Life  he  difmiffed 
*'  not  his  Concern  for  the  Living, 
"  but  fent  for  a  Youth  nearly 
'*  related,  and  finely  accomplifh- 
*'  ed,  but  not  above  being  the 
•'  better  for  good  Impreflions 
"  from  a  dying  Friend  :  he  came  j 
**  but  Life  now  glimmering  in 
**  the  Socket,  the  dying  Friend 
*'  was  filent, — After  a  decent  and 
**  proper  Paufe,  the  Youth  faid, 
'*  Dear  Sir !  you  fent  for  me  :  I 
"  bt/ie've,  and  I  hope,  that  you 
*'  have  fome  Commands;  I  (hall  hold 
*'  thejn  moji  f acred.  —  May  diftant 
''  Ages,"  proceeds  this  Author, 
"^  not  only  hear,  hut  feel  the  Re- 
(i  ply  ! — ^ — Forcibly  grafping  the 
*'  Youth's  Hand,  he  foftly  faid, 
*'  See  in  nvhat  Peace  a  Ckn-ijiian 
"  can  die. — He  fpoke  with  Diffi- 
"  culty,  and  loon  expired" — 1  lie 
Pamphlet  from  which  this  is 
quoted,  is  entitled,  ConjcBurez  on 
original  Compojiticn,  and  altho' 
publiflied  Anonymous,  was  writ- 
ten by  the  great  Dr.  Ediuard 
Toung, — Nor'  can  I  with  more 
Propriety  clofc  my  Cliarafter  of 
Mr.  Ad,i:fon  than  with  this  very 
Gentleman's  Obfervations  on  the 
juft-mentioned  Anecdote,  when, 
after  telling  us  that  it  is  to  this 
Circumftance  Mr.  Tickcll  refers, 
wliere,  in  his  Lines  on  this  great 
Man's  Death  he  has  thefe 
Words, 
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He  taught  us  hoiv  to  live  ;  and, 

Oh  !  too  high 
A  Price  for  Knonuledge,  taugl  t 

tis  hotu  to  dte. 

thus  proceeds  Dr.  Toung  ;  ''  had 
**  not  this  poor  Plank  been  thrown 
**  out,  the  chief  Article  of  his 
*^  Glory  would  probably  have 
**  been  funk  for  ever,  and  late 
*'  Ages  had  received  but  a  Frag- 
*'  ment  of  his  Fame. — A  Frag- 
"  ment  glorious  indeed,  for  his 
*'  Genius  how  bright !  but  to 
*'  commend  him  for  Compofition, 
**  tho'  immortal,  is  Detraction 
**  tioiv,  if  there  our  Encomium 
"  ends. — Let  us  look  farther  to 
"'  that  concluding  Scene,  which 
*«  fpoke  human  Nature  not  unre- 
•^  lated  to  the  Divine. — To  that 
'  let  us  pay  the  Jong  and  large 
"  Arrcar  of  our  gieatly  poflhu- 
*'  m.ous  Applrtufe." 

A  httle  farther  he  thus  termi- 
nates this  noble  Encomium. 

"  it  Powers  were  notwantirg,  a 
*■'  Monument  more  durable  than 
'^  thofe  of  Marble,  Hiould  proudly 
":  rife  in  this  ambitious  Page  to 
*'  the  new  and  far  nobler  /Jddifbn, 
*•'  than  that  which  you  and  the 
''  Pi.blic  have  fo  long  and  fo 
*•'  much  admired  :  —  n«r  this  Na- 
'*"  tion  only,  for  It  is  Europ£''i 
'*  yLidijon  as  well  as  oms  5  tho' 
*•  Europe  knows  not  half  his  Ti 
"  ties  to  her  Efteem,  being  as 
"  yet  nnconfcious  that  the  dying 
*'  Addifnri  far  outftirjes  her  ^"id- 
*'  difor.  imm.ortal." 

Flaving  thus  given  feme  Ac- 
count of  the  Life  and  Death  of 
thi^  great  Man,  nothing  more  re- 
mains in  this  Place  to  be  done, 
but  to  give  a  Lift  of  his  dramatic 
Pieces,  which  were  the  follow- 
ing three. 

J.  Cato.    Trag. 

2.  7"he  Drurr.mcr,    Ccm, 

3.  Roe  A  M  ON  D,  Opera, 
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Alexander,  William,  VI4, 
Sterling,  Earl  of. 

Arm  IN,  Mr.  Robert.-^ — This 
Author  lived  in  the  Reign  of 
King  James  the  firft,  and  was  an 
eminent  Comedian  of  that  Time, 
as  we  may  gather  from  the  find- 
ing his  Name  among  the  Reft  of 
the  Performers  of  Rank  in  the 
original  Drama  of  Ben  Jonftffi's 
^Ickyn-dji,  1 6 10. — I  have  in  an- 
other Place  ventur'd  a  Surmife  in 
Regard  to  his  having  been  the 
Author  of  one  dramatic  Piece, 
from  the  Correfpondence  of  the 
prefixed  Initials,  {Vid.  above,  A, 
R.)  we  are  however  affur'd  in 
Regard  to  another,  to  which  he 
lias  put  his  Name  at  Length, 
i>iK^ 

The  TVi-o  Maids  cf  Mo  ORE 
Clacice.  Fliftorlcal  Play. 
And  it  is  very  probable  that  he 
I'clonged  to  the  then  Company  of 
Comedians,  as  in  the  Title  Page 
he  v*Tites  him  fe^f  One  of  his  Ma- 
ji-'fy's  Sci-Tants. — There  was  pub- 
lilhed  in  the  Year  1604,  a  Pam- 
phlet entitled, 

A  Difccurfe  c/ Ehzabvth  Ar- 
min,  ii'ho,  \i-itb  jcnii  other.  Com- 
plices, aUewptcd  to  poiJo7i  her  liuf- 
band. 

Whether  this  Arecdote  has 
any  Reference  to  oui  Author  I 
cannot  pretend  to  afiirm,  but 
think  it  by  no  Means  improba- 
ble, from  the  Correfpondence  of 
the  Date  with  the  Time  that  he 
flouri/hed  in. 

A  ?.  N  !•: .  Dr.  rhoiras  Augufire. 
— The  Particulars  of  this  Gen- 
tleman's Life  having  prcbahly  had 
nothing  extraordin;iiy  in  them, 
have  no  Claim  to  a  Place  here, 
cfpecially  as  he  is  ftill  living, 
and  it  may  perhaps  appear  as  a 
Bufinefs  of  unneccfTary  Repeti- 
tion to  obferve  to  the  Public  what 
aimoft  every  individual  of  it  well 
knov.s  al  ea^y,  --./k.    that   he  is 

r  A   3   ]  ona 
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©ae  of  the  greateil  Mailers  of 
Mufical  Compoiition  at  prefent 
exifting,  either  in  this  or  any 
other  Kingdom. — ' — To  him  the 
World  ftands  indebted  for  the 
Mufic  of  many  of  our  beft  Ora- 
torios, for  the  Accompanyments 
an  others  of  our  more  regular 
theatrical  Entertainments,  and 
for  the  whole  of  one  dramatic 
Piece,  of  which  he  is  fajd  to  be 
not  only  the  Compoier,  but  the 
Author,  vix. 

Artaxerxes.  Opera.  Vid. 
Appendix. 

Arrowsmith,  Mr.  —  This 
€>entleman  was  ai  Cambridge,  and 
bad  the  Degree  of  Mafter  of  Arts. 
Langbaine  alone  informs  us  that 
to  him  was  afcribed  a  Play,  which 
however  was  publifhed  Anony- 
mous, entitled. 

The  Reformation.     Com. 

Aston,  Mr.  Anthony. — This 
Gentleman,  according  to  theTcf- 
timony  of  the  Aitilior  of  the  5r;- 
ujb  Iheatre,  was  an  After  in 
feme  ci  the  travelling  Compa- 
uier,  that  perfoim  in  the  Coun- 
try Parts  of  this  Kingdom.— 

He  is  fa  id  in  that  Work  to  have 
leen  Author  of  many  hufinofous 
Scenes,  afled,  I  fuppofe,  by  Way 
of  DtoIIs  or  Interludes  in  the  faid 
Company,  and  of  a  Piece  which 
I  imagine  was  never  reprefented, 
called. 


Love  in  a  Hun 


^. 


Com. 


Ayre,  Mr.  William. — Of  this 
Gentkmaij  I  know  nothing  more 
than  that  he  has  favoured  the 
Public  with  a  Tranflation  of  that 
celebrated  dramatic  Pafloral  of 
^a[fo,  calledj 

Am  INT  AS, 

and  alfo  with  that  of  an  Italian 
Tragedy,  the  original  Text  of 
which  he  has  printed  Page  by 
Page  with  his  Tranflation,  en- 
tit  If  d, 

Merope. 


Ayres,    Mr. 


r.— tHis 


B.  W. 

Author  is  'mentioned  fno  where 
but  in  the  Britijh  Theatre,  where 
he  is  faid  to  be  a  Native  of  Ire» 
land  (probably  yet  living)  and  to 
have  wrote  one  dramatic  Piece, 
entitled, 

Sancho  at  Court.    Ballad  Opera, 


BP.  orBELON,  Mr.Peter.~~^ 
•  So  does  Langbaine  interpret 
the  two  Letters  prefixed  to  aPlaV;, 
entitled. 

The  Mock  Duellijl.     Com. 
and  tells  us  that  the  Gentleman 
v»'hom  he  thus  fuppofes  the  Au- 
thor was  at  that  Time  living. 

B.  J.— Thefe  Letters  ftand  cir 
the  Title  Page  of  a  Play,  callei?^ 

The  timorous  Gallant.    Com. 
but  none  of  the  Writers  have  given 
the   leaft  Hint   of  the   Author's 
real  Name. 

B.  T.— Thefe  Lettcfs^nly  are 
prefixed  to  a  Comedy,  called. 

The  Country  Girl. 
The  Writers  in   general  hovv-ever 
have  attributed  this  Piece  to  A/y- 
thor.y  Brewer. 

B.  W.  —  This  Author  ftandi 
in  theyame  Predicament  with  the 
laft-mentioned  one  ;  none  of  the 
Writers  making  any  Mention  of 
him  but  by  the  above  Initials,, 
v.'hich  are  prefixed  to  a  little  Piece 
which  was  never  acled,  but  is 
printed  by  the  Title  of. 

The  'Juror.  Farce. 
This  Piece  waspubiiflied  in  171 7> 
nor  do  I  meet  with  any  -^'uthor 
nearer  than  the  Year  1729, 
which  is  twelve  Years  afterwards,, 
whofe  Name  will  correfpond  to 
thefe  Letters  j  at  which  Time  I 
find  a  Tragedy,  'Ca'lled  Injur  d  In- 
nocence, writtesi  by  William  Bil- 
led, Efq;  and  acled  at  Drurj  Lane 
with  fome,  Swccefs,— This  is  cer-. 
tainl)^. 
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tainly  not  enough  to  authorize 
our  fixing  on  him  as  the  Author 
of  the  Farce  before  us,  yet  it  is 
far  from  impoflible  that  it  might 
be  only  the  firft  Eflay  of  a  Man, 
who  afterwards  afpir'd  to  fome- 
what  of  more  Importance. 

Bailey,  Mr.  Abraham. 

This  Gentleman  was  a  Member 
of  the  honourable  Society  of  Lin- 
coln s-Inn,  and  in  the  early  Part 
of  his  Life  wrote  a  Play,  caird. 

The  Spightful  Sifter,     Com.  _ 

Bailey,  Dr.  Joh7i. This 

Gentleman  was  a  Phyfician. — 
During  fome  leifure  Hours  which 
he  could  fpare  from  Bufinefs,  he 
amufed  himfelf  in  compofing  a 
dramatic  Piece,  called, 

The  Married  Coquet.  Com. 
It  was  never  a£led,  and  probably 
the  Do£i:or  never  intended  it  for 
a  public  Reprefentation  5  but  be- 
ing at  his  Deceafe,  which  was  in 
the  Year  1746,  found  among  his 
Papers,  it  was  publifted  by  Sub- 
fcription  for  the  Emolument  of 
his  Widow. 

Baker,  Mr.  Thov:as.  —  This 
Gentleman  was  the  Son  of  a  very 
eminent  Attorney  in  the  City  of 
London. — Whether  he  was  him- 
felf bred  up  to  any  Bufinefs  or 
not,  I  have  not  been  ab!e  to  trace, 
but  it  is  apparent  by  the  Pieces 
lie  has  left  behind  him,  that  he 
muft  have  devoted  feme  Part  of 
his  Time  to  the  Mufes. — His 
Turn  was  entirely  to  Comedy, 
and  his  Plays  in  general  met  with 
Succefs,  and  were  held  in  good 
Eftimation,. — Nor  was  that  Ap- 
probation by  any  Means  unjuft, 
notv/ithftanding  the  flighting 
Manner  in  which   Mr.  Whincop 

has  fpoken  of  his  Writings. • 

His  Plots  are  in  general  his  own, 
his  Condu£l  of  them  pleafing. 
Ibis  Charafters  flrongly  drawn, 
(which  is  certainly  vne.  of  the 
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greateft  Perfcftions  of  Comedy), 
his  Language  eafy  and  agreeable,^ 
his  Wit  pure  and  genuine,  and 
his  Satire  juft  and  poignant.—  ■- 
I  have  the  more  readily  entered 
into  this  Encomium,  which  I 
think,  his  Writings  deferve,  to 
vindicate  their  Charafter,  as  well 
as  the  Judgment  of  the  Public 
which  gave  them  the  San<flion  of 
Applaufe,  from  the  Contempt 
thrown  on  them  by  Mr.  Whivcop^ 
who  is  the  only  Writer  that  has 
attempted  to  give  them  any  Cha- 
rafter  at  all,  and  who  indeed  con- 
tradl£ls  himfelf  in  the  Chara<n.er 
he  has  given,  fince  he  denies 
them  both  Wit  and  Humour,  and 
yet  allows  them  to  poflefs  the 
Vi%  comica,  (or,  as  he  calls  it, 
*'  fomething  to  make  one  laugh") 
which  certainly  can  never  fubfift 
vi/ithout  one  or  the  other  of  tbeTe 
two  Properties  j  but  indeed  Mr, 
Whincop  feems  on  the  whole  to 
write  with  fome  Degree  of  Preju- 
dice againit  him,  throwing  the 
fame  Kind  of  Abufe  on  a  perio- 
dical Paper  which  he  wa«  the 
Author  oi,  called  the  Femali 
Tatler. 

The  dramatis  Pieces  he  has 
left  behind  him  are  five  in  Num- 
ber, and  their  Titles  as  follow^^ 

1.  AB  at  Oxford.     Com. 

2 .  Fine  Ladies,  Airs,    Com . 

3.  Hampftead Heath,    Com. 

4.  Humours  of  the  Age.    Com; 
^..  ^unbridge  Walks.     Com. 
All  of  them  have  a  confidera- 

ble  Share  of  Merit,  yet  only  one 
among  the  Number  flands  on  the 
prefffiit  Lift  of  Ading  Plays,  via, 
Tunbridge  Walks. 

There  is  an  Anecdote  in  Re- 
gard to  a  Character  in  this  Co- 
medy, with  Refpeft  to  the  Au- 
thor's Charafter,  which  I  might 
properly  have  taken  Notice  of 
here,  but  that  the  Reader  will 
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find  It  in  the  former  Part  of  this 
Work  In  my  Account  of  the 
Piece  itfelf. 

Whether  the  effeminate  Turn 
of  Difpofition  there  hinted  at,  or 
this  Gentleman's  Attachment  to 
the  Mufes,  drew  him  from  any 
Application  to  Bufmefs,  or  from 
what  other  Caufe  I  know  not, 
but  during  the  latter  Part  of  his 
Life  he  ftood  on  but  indifferent 
Terms  with  his  Father,  who  al- 
lowing him  but  a  very  fcanty  In- 
come, he  was  obliged  to  retire 
-into  Worccjierpire,  where  IfTAn- 
C6p  tells  tis  he  is  reported  to  have 
died  of  that  loathlbme  Diforder 
the  Morbus  pedlculofi'S. 

Banks,    Mr.   'John. This 

Gentleman  was  bred  an  Attorney 
at  Law,  and  belonged  to  the  So- 
ciety of  Ne2i'-In!i. — The  dry  Stu- 
dy of  the  Law  however  not  being 
fo  fuitabie  to  his  natural  Difpo- 
fition as  the  more  elevated  Flights 
of  poetical  Imagination,  he  quitted 
the  Purfuit  of  Riches  in  the  Lins 
of  Court,  for  the  paying  his  At- 
tendance  on   thofe    ragged  Jades 

the  Mufes  in  the  Theatre. 

Here  however  he  four.d  his  Re- 
wards ty  no  Means  adequate  to 
his  Deferts.  His  Emoluments  at 
the  bell;  were  precarious,  and  the 
various  Succeffes  of  his  Pieces 
too  feelingly  convinced  him  of  the 
Error  in  his  Choice. — This  how- 
ever did  not  prevent  him  from 
purfuing  with  Chearfulnefs  the 
Path  he  had  taken,  his  Thirft  of 
FamCj  and  Warmih  of  poetic  En- 
thufiafm  alleviating  to  his  Ima- 
gination many  diCagreeable  Cir- 
cumftances  ,  which  Indigence , 
the  too  frequent  Attendant  on 
poetical  Parfuits,  frequently  thiew 
him  into. 

His  Turn  was  entirely  to  Tra- 
gedy.'— His  Merit  in  which  is  of 
a  peculiar  Kind. — For  at  the  fame 
Time  that  his  Language  muft  be 
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confefs'd  to  be  extremely  unpo-^ 
etical,  and  his  Numbers  uncouth 
and  inharmonious  j  nay,  even 
his  Charadlers  very  far  from  be- 
ing ftrongly  marked  or  diftin- 
guiihed,  and  his  Epifodes  ex- 
tremely irregular;  yet  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  avoid  being  deeply  af- 
feded  at  the  Reprefentation,  and 
even  at  the  reading  of  his  tragic 

Pieces, This  is  owing  in  the 

general  to  an  happy  Choice  of  his 
Subjeds,  which  are  all  borrowed 
from  Hiflory,  either  real  or  ro- 
mantic, and  indeed  the  moft  of 
them  from  Circumftances  in  th& 
Annals  of  our  own  Country, 
which,  not  only  from  their  being 
familiar  to  our  continual  Recol- 
letlion,  but  even  from  their  ha- 
ving fome  Degree  of  Relation  to. 
ourfelves,  we  are  apt  to  receive 
with  a  Kind  of  partial  Prepof- 
feflion,  and  a  Prc-determination 
to  be  plcafed. — He  has  conftantly 
chofen  as  the  Bafis  of  his  Plays 
fuch  Talcs  as  were  in  themfelvcs 
and  their  well-known  Cataftro- 
phcs  moft  truly  adapted  to  tfea 
Purpofes  of  the  Drama. — He  has 
indeed  but  little  varied  from  the 
Striftnefs  of  Hiftorical  Fads,  yet 
he  feems  to  have  made  it  his  con- 
fi:ant  Rule  to  keep  the  Scene  per- 
petually  alive,    and   never   fuffer 

his  Charaflers  to  droop. His 

Verfe  is  not  Poetrj^,  but  Profe 
run  mad — Yet  will  the  falfe 
Gem  fometimes  approach  fo  near 
in  Glitter  to  the  true  one,  at  lead 
in  the  Eyes  of  all  but  the  real 
ConjioiJJ'eurs,  (and  how  fmall  a 
Part  of  an  Audience  are  to  be 
ranked  in  this  Clafs  will  need  no 
Ghoft  to  inform  us)  that  Bom- 
baft  will  frequently  pafs  for  the 
true  Sublime,  and  where  it  ia 
rendered  the  Vehicle  of  Incidents 
in  themfelves  affefting,  and  in 
which  the  Heart  is  apt  to  intereft 
itlelf,  it  will  pejhags^  be  found  to. 
have 
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have  a  ftronger  Power  on  the  hu- 
man Paffions  than  even  that  Pro- 
perty to  which  It  is  in  Reality  no 
more  than  a  bare  Succedancum. — 
And  from  thefe  Principles  it  is 
that  we  muft  account  ior  Mr.  . 
Banks's  Writbigs  having  in  the 
general  drawn  ihore  Tears  troin, 
and  excited  naore  Terror  in,  even 
judicious  Audiences,  than  thofe 
of  much  more  corre£l  and  more 
truly  poetical  Authors. 

The  Tragedies  he  has  left  be- 
hind him  are  eight  in  Number, 
and  are  as  follow, 

J.  Albion  ^eens. 

3.  Cyrus  the  Great. 

3.  DeJlruBion  of  T-&OY, 

4.  Innocent  Ufurper. 

5.  IJland  i^ueens.  (This  is  only 
the  A/bim  Slueens  alter'd.) 

6.  Rival  Kings. 

7.  Virtue  betrayed, 

8.  Unhappy  Favorite. 

Of  thefe  few  have  been  per- 
formed for  fome  Years  paft,  ex- 
cepting the  Unhappy  Favorite,  or 
Earl  of  Ess  EXy  which  continued 
till  very  lately  a  Stock  Tragedy 
at  both  Theatres. — Mr.  Jones'" s 
Tragedy  on  the  fame  Subje£l, 
which  came  out  in  1753,  and 
ilnce  that  another  by  Mr,  Brooke, 
(both  which  fee  an  Account  of  in 
their  proper  Places)  feem  however 
to  have  banifhed  that  alfo  from 
the  Stage  ;  at  leaft  for  a  while. — 
Yet  I  cannot  help  obferving,  to 
the  Honour  of  Mr.  Banks's  Play, 
that  altho'  thefe  two  Writers, 
and  another  of  Eminence,  via:. 
Mr.  Falph,  have  all  handled  the 
fame  Story  in  fomewhat  a  differ- 
ent Manner,  yet  they  have  all 
concurr'd  in  borrowing  many  Paf- 
fages  from  his  Tragedy  5  and 
moreover,  that  whatever  Advan- 
tages their  Pieces  may  have  over 
his  in  fome  Refpefts,  yet  in  Point 
of  Pathos,  which  ought  to  be  one 
of  the  great  Aims  of  Tragedy, 
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he  ftill  ftands  fuperior  to  them 
all. 

The  Writers  on  dramatic  Sub- 
jefts  have  jiot  a fcertained  cither 
the  Year  of  the  B<rth  or  that  of 
the  Death  of  this  Author. — His 
laft  Remaias  however  lie  mterr'd 
in  the  Church  of  St.  Jahies^^ 
JVeJlminJler. 

Bancroft,  Mr.  Jchn.  ■  '■■■ 
This  Author  was  by  Profeffion 
a  Surgeon  }  and  happening  to  have 
a  good  Deal  of  Practice  among 
the  young  Wits  and  Frequenters 
of  ihe  1  heatrcs,  whom  the  warm 
Favours  they  had  met  with  among 
the  fair  Devotees  of  the  Paphia7i 
Goddefs  drove  to  feek  his  Advice 
and  ASfrance,  he  acquir'd  from 
their  Converfation  a  Pafiion  fijr 
the  Mufes,  and  an  Inclination  to 
fignalize  himfelf  in  their  Ser- 
vice : — In  Confequence  of  which 
Ijiclination  he  made  two  Eflays 
in  the  dramatic  Way,  neither 
of  which  are  devoid  of  Merit,  nor 
fad'd  of  meeting  with  fome  D^« 
gree  of  Suctefs,  vix, 

1.  Henry  II.     Trag. 

2.  Sertorius.    Trag. 

He  died  in  the  Year  1 696, 
and  lies  interred  in  St.  PanTs, 
Covent  Garden. — It  is  not  impro- 
babJe  that  he  might  be  related  to, 
or  a  Defcendant  from,  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Bancroft,  of  Sivanton  in  Der- 
byjhire,  whom  Sir  Ajhn  Cockaine 
has  celebrated  as  a  Poet  of  Ef- 

tecm. See  Cockaine'' s    Poems, 

8vo.  1658,  p  103.  112.  116. 
156. 

Coxeter  attributes  another  Play 
to  this  Author,  which  however 
he  fays  he  made  a  Prefent  both 
of  the  Reputation  and  Profits  of 
to  Mountfort  the  Player. — It  was 
entitled, 

3.  Edward  III.     Trag. 

Barclay,   Sir  William. — Of 

this  Gentleman  I  know  no  more 

than  that  he  lived  in  the  Reigns 

of 
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of  K,  James  I.  and  K.  Ckarki  I. 
and  that  he  was  Author  of  one 
Play,  entitled. 

The  Loji  Lady,  Tr.-Com. 

Ear  FORD,  Mr.  Richard, — Of 
this  Gentleman  I  meet  with  no- 
thing more  than  the  Name,  and 
that  he  was  Author  of  one  dra- 
matic Piece,  called. 

The  Virgin  S^ccn.    Com. 

Barker,  Mr.'—A  Gentleman 
of  this  Name  is  faid  by  all  the 
Writers  to  have  been  the  Author 
of  two  dramatic  Pieces,  whofe 
Titles  are  as  follow, 

1.  Beau  defeated.     Cofn. 

a.  Fidelia  ar,d  Fortunatus, 

Neither  of  them  have  any 
Date;  nor  any  Mention  in  the 
Title  Page  of  their  having  been 
afted ;  yet  the  Author  of  the 
Britijh  7hcatre  fixes  the  latter  of 
them  about  1690.  and  Coxeter  in 
his  MS.  Notes  fays,  that  the  firft 
was  aded  at  the  new  Theatre  in 
Linc»fns-lnn-FJelds  ;  and  more- 
over remarks  that  the  Mr^Barker, 
who  wrote  Fidelia  and  Fortuva- 
tusy  is  a  different  Perfon  from 
him  who  was  Aathor  of  the  Beau 
defeated. 

Barker,  Mr.  'TT-o.— On  the 
Authority  of  Coxeter,  who  tells 
«s  that  in  fome  of  the  old  Cata- 
logues this  Name  is  inferted  as 
Author  of  a  Dramatic  Piece, 
called. 

The  Bloody  Banquet.  Trag. 
^  I  have  ventured  to  introduce 
him  as  fuch  in  this  Place,  altho' 
I  cannot  help  thinking  it  attend- 
ed with  fome  Degree  of  Impro- 
bability, as  in  twofeveral  Editions 
of  this.  Play,  iv'x.  in  1620  and 
1639  the  Letters  T.  D.  are  affixed 
to  the  Title  Page. 

B  A  R  K  s  T  En,  William.  —  Nei- 
ther this  Gentleman  nor  the  un- 
der-mentioned Play  are  taken 
Notice  of,  or  even  named  either 
by    Langbaintt    Jacob,    CUdoity 
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TVhivcop,  or  the  Author  of  tjbe 
Bvitijh  I'heatre.  -  Ytt  has  Coxeter 
in  a  MS.  Note  mentioned  him 
as  Author  of  a  Dramatic  Piece, 
cnlled. 

Hi  REN,      Trag. 

In  Vindication  of  this  AiTer- 
tion  he  quotes  Hyde's  Catalogue, 
p.  65.  and  by  the  Date  of'the 
Play,  which  he  fjts  down  as  1611, 
Mr.  Barkfed  aY>pi:aTs  to  have  been 
a  Writer  of  James  the  iirll's 
Reign. 

Barnes,  Mr.  Bamaly. — All 
the  Mention  the  V/riters  make 
of  this  Gentleman  amounts  to  no 
more  than  that  he  Jived  in  the 
Beign  of  King  James  the  .firft, 
and  wrote  one  Play,  entitled. 

The  Devil's  Charter.     Trag. 

Baron,  Robert,  Efqj — This 
Author  was  a  young  Gentleman, 
who  lived  during  the  Reign  of 
€harles  I,  and  the  Protedlorfliip  of 

Oliver  Cromivell, He  received 

the  earlier  Parts  of  his  Education 
at  Cambridge,  after  which  he  be- 
came a  Member  of  the  honour- 
able Society  of  Gray's-Inn.'  ■■ 
During  his  Refidence  at  the  Uni- 
vcrfity,  and  indeed  when  he  was 
no  more  than  faventeen  Years  of 
Age,  he  wrote  a  Novel  calked  the 
Cyprian  Academy,  m  which  he  in- 
troduced the  two  firft  of  the  dra- 
matic Pieces  mentioned  belov^.— 
The  third  of  them  is  a  much  more 
regular  and  perfeft  Play,  and  was 
probably  written  when  the  Au- 
thor had  attained  a  riper  Age. — > 
The  Names  of  them  are  as  fol- 
lows, 

1.  Deorum  Dova.     Mafque. 

2.  Gripus  and  licgio,    Paftoral. 

3.  Mirza.     Trag. 

Phillips  and  Wirfanley  have  alfo 
attributed  fome  other  Plays  to 
him,  but  on  what  Foundation  I 
know  not,  viz,, 

Dick  Scorner..     Com. 

Don  Quixote.    Com. 

DeJiruBicK 
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S^'iJtruBicn  of  Jerusalem. 

Marriage  of  Wit  and  Science. 

Together  with  Mafques  and 
Interludes,  all  which  however 
Langbsine  denies  to  be  his,  as  he 
alfo  does  Phi'/ifs's  Affertion  that 
any  of  his  Pieces  were  ever  re- 
prciented  on  the  Stage. 

Mr.  Saron  had  a  great  Intima- 
cy with  the  celebrated  Mr.  James 
Hoivel/,  the  great  Traveller,  in 
whofe  CoIle<fl:ions  of  Letters  there 
is  one  to  this  Gentleman  (Sec 
HcTueirs  Letters,  Vol,  III.  Letter 
418)  who  was  at  that  Time  at 
Paris. — To  Mr.  Hcnvell  in  parti- 
cular, and  to  all  the  Ladies  and 
Gentkwomen  of  England  in  ge- 
neral, he  has  dedicated  his  Ro- 
mance. 

Baku  V,  Loi^w/V^.Efq; — What 
this  Gentleman's  Rank,  in  Life 
was  feems  fomewhat  diflicult  to 
determine. — The  Writers  on  dra- 
inatic  Subjefts,  viz.  Langhainc, 
Jacob,  Gtldon,  Whincop,  Sec.  fti- 
ling  him  only  Mr.  Lodoivick  Bar- 
ry, whereas  Anth.  Wood,  in  his 
Athen.  Oxon.  Vol.  I.  p.  629.  calls 
him  Lodo-zvicJi  Lord  Barry,  which 
Title  Coxeter  in  his  MS.  has  alfo 
beftowed  on  him. — This  is  how- 
ever pofitively  denied  by  Whincop, 
p.  91. — But  let  this  be  as  it  may, 
all  Authors  agree  that  he  was  of 
an  ancient  and  honourable  Fa- 
mily in  Ireland,  that  he  flourifli- 
ed  about  the  Middle  of  K  Jama 
the  firft's  Reign,  and  that  he 
wrote  one  dramatic  Piece,  en- 
titled, 

Ram  Alley.     Com. 

Bask  ER,  Mr.  Thrnnai. — To  a 
Gentleman  of  this  Name,  Lang- 
baine  informs  us  fome  of  the  old 
Catalogues  have  attributed  the 
being  Author  of  a  Play  printed 
with  the  Letters  T.  D.  in  the  Ti- 
tle Page,  and  called,     * 

The  Bloody  Banquet,     Trag, 
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Beaumont,  Francity  and 
Johv  Fletcher, 

As  ihefe  two  Uentlemen  were, 
while  living,  the  moft  inviolable 
Friends  and  infeparable  Compa- 
nions j  as  in  their  Works  alio 
they  were  united,  the  Oreftes  and 
Pyhdes  of  the  poetical  World-, 
it  would  be  a  Kind  of  Injury 
done  to  the  Manes  of  their  Friend- 
fliip,  fhould  we  here,  after  Death, 
fcparate  thofe  Names  which  be- 
fore it  were  found  for  ever  join'd. 
— For  this  Reafon  we  ihali,  un- 
der this  fingle  Article,  deliver 
what  we  have  been  able  to  colle(Sl 
concerning  both,  yet,  for  the 
Sake  of  Order,  it  will  be  proper 
firft  to  take  fome  Notice  of  thofe 
Particulars  which  feparately  relate 
to  each.  Firft  then,  as  his  Name 
ftands  at  the  Head  of  this  Arti* 
cle,  we  will  begin  with 

Mr.  Francis  Beaumont.— 
This  Gentleman  was  defcended 
from  a  very  ancient  Family  of 
that  Name,  feated  at  Grace- Dieu 
in  Leicefierjhire. — His  Grand -Fa- 
ther, John  EeaiDncnt,  had  been 
Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  and  his  Fa- 
ther, Francis  Beaumont,  one  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon  Pleas.-^Nor  was  his  Defcent 
lefs  honourable  on  the  Side  of  his 
Mother,  whofe  Name  ,was  Anne, 
the  Daughter  of  George  Pierre- 
point  of  Home  Pierrepoint  in  the 
County  oi Nottingham,  Efqj  and  of 
the  fame  Family  from  which  the 
prefent  Duke  of  Kingfton  derives 
his  Anceftry. 

Our  Poet  however  appears  to 
have  been  only  a  younger  Son, 
Jacob  mentioning  a  Brother  of 
his  by  the  Title  of  Sir  Henry 
Beaumont,  tho'  Cibber,  in  his  Liwi 
ofjbe  Poets^  Vol.  I.  p.  157.  calls 
him  Sir  John  Beaumont. — He  was 
born  in  the  Year  1585,  and  re- 
ceived his  Education  at  Cambridge, 
tho* 
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tho'  in  \t-hat  Colledge  is  a  Point 
which  we  have  not  been  able  to 

trace, He  afterwards  was  en- 

ter'd  a  Student  in  the  Inncj-  Tem- 
ple.— It  is  not  however  apparent 
that  he  made  any  great  Profi- 
ciency in  the  Law,  that  being  a 
Study  probably  tco  dry  and  unen- 
tertaining  to  be  attended  to  by  a 
Man  of  his  fertile  ard  fprightly 
Genius. — And  indeed,  we  fhould 
fcarcely  be  furprifed  to  find  that 
he  had  given  no  Application  to 
any  Study  but  Poetry,  nor  at- 
tended on  any  Court  but  that  of 
the  Mufa,  but  on  the  contrary 
our  Adsniratlon  might  fix  itfelf  in 
the  oppofite  Extreme,  and  fill  us 
with  Afloni/hment  at  the  ex- 
treme Afiiduity  of  his  Genius  and 
Rapidity  of  his  Pen,  when  we 
look,  back  on  the  Voluminouf- 
nefs  of  his  Works,  and  then  en- 
quire into  the  Time  allowed  him 
for  them ;  Works  that  might 
well  have  taken  up  a  long  Life  to 
have  executed.' — For  altho',  out 
of  fifty-three  Plays  which  are  col- 
lefted  together  as  the  Labours  of 
thefe  united  Authors,  Mr.  Beau- 
mont was  concerned  in  much  the 
greateft  Part  of  them,  yet  he  did 
not  live  to  complete  his  thirtieth 
Year,  the  King  of  Terrors  fum- 
moning  him  away  in  the  Begin- 
ning of  March  1615,  on  the  9th 
Day  of  which  he  was  interr'd  in 
the  Entrance  of  St.  BenediB\ 
Chapel  in  Wejiminjier- Abbey. — He 
left  behind  him  only  one  Daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Frances  Beaumont,  uho 
muft  then  have  been  an  Infant, 
as  fhe  died  in  Leicefterjhire  fince 
the  Year  1700. — She  had  been 
poflefled  of  feveral  MS.  Poems 
of  her  Father's  Writing,  but  the 
envious  Iri/b  Seas,  which  robbed 
the  World  of  that  invaluable 
Treafure,  the  remaining  Part  of 
Spencer^s  Fairy  S^ueettf  deprived  it 
alfo  of  thefe  Poems,  which  were 
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loll  in  her  Voyage  from  Ireland, 
in  which  Kingdom  (he  had  re- 
fided  for  fonse  Time  in  the  Fa- 
mily of  the  Duke  of  Ormond.— 
Let  us  now  proceed  to  our  fecond 
Author, 

Mr.  John  Fletcher  , — This 
Gentleman  was  not  more  meanly 
defcended  than  his  poetical  Col- 
league.— ^HisFather,the  Reverend 
Dr.  Fletcher,  having  been  firft 
made  Bifhop  of  Briftol  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  afterwards  by  the 
lame  Monarch,  in  the  Year  1593, 
tranfiated  to  the  rich  and  ho- 
nourable See  of  London. — — Our 
Poet  was  born  in  1576,  and  was, 
as  well  as  his  Friend,  educated  at 
Cambridge,  where  he  made  a  great 
Proficiency  in  his  Studies,  and 
was  accounted  a  very  good  Scho- 
lar.  His  natural  Vivacity  of 

Wit,  for  which  he  was  remark  - 
able,  foon  rendered  him  a  Devotee 
to  the  Mufes,  and  his  clofe  At- 
tention to  their  Service  and  for- 
tunate Conne£lion  with  a  Genius 
equal  to  his  own,  foon  rais'd  him 
to  one  of  the  higheft  Places  in 
the  Temple  of  poetical  Fame. — 
As  he  was  born  near  ten  Years 
before  Mr.  Beaumont,  fo  did  he 
alfo  furvive  him  by  an  eqwal 
Number  of  Years. — The  general 
Calamity  of  a  Plague,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  Year  1625,  invol- 
ving him  in  it's  great  Deilruc- 
tion,  he  being  at  that  Time  forty 
nine  Years  of  Age, 

During  the  joint  Lives  of  thefe 
two  great  Poets,  it  appears  that 
they  wrote  nothing  feparately,  ex- 
cepting one  little  Piece  by  each, 
which  feem'd  of  too  trivial  a  Na- 
ture for  either  to  require  Afllll- 
ance  in,  viz.  The  Faithful  Shep- 
herd, a  Paftoral,  by  Fletcher,  and 
The  Mafjue  of  Grays-Inn  Gentle- 
men, by  Beaumont. — —Yet  what 
Share  each  had  in  the  Writjng 
or  Defigning  of  the  Pieces  thus 
compofed 
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compofed  by  them  jointly,  there 
is  no  Pofiibility  of  determining. 
— It  is  however  generally  all  !wed 
that  Fletcher  s  peculiar  Talent  was 
JVit,  and  Beavmom\,  tho'  much 
the  younger  Man,  Judgment. — 
Nay,  fo  extraordinary  was  the 
latter  Property  in  Mr.  Btaumor.t, 
that  it  is  recorded  of  the  great  Ben 
Jonfon,  who  feems  moreover  to 
have  had  a  fufficient  Degree  of 
Self  Opinion  of  his  own  Abilities, 
thatheconftantlj',  fo  long  as  this 
Gentleman  lived,  fu-bniitted  his 
own  Writings  to  his  Cenfure,  and, 
as  it  is  thought,  availed  himfelf 
of  his  Judgment  at  leaft  in  the 
correding,  if  not  even  in  the 
contriving  all  his  Plots. 

It  is  probable  therefore  that  the 
forming  the  Plots  and  contriving 
the  Condu£t  of  the  Fable,  the 
writing  of  the  more  ferious  and 
pathetic  Parts,  and  4Dpping  the 
redundant  Branches  of  hhtt:her''s 
Wit,  vvhofe  Luxuriance,  we  are 
told,  frequently  rtood  in  Need  of 
Caftigation,  might  he  in  general 
Beaumont" %  Portion  in  the  Work, 
while  F'etcher,  whofe  Converfa- 
tion  with  the  Bemi  Monde  (which 
indeed  both  of  them  from  their 
Births  and  Stations  in  Life  had 
been  ever  accufl-omed  to)  added  to 
the  volatile  and  lively  Turn  he 
poffefled,  render'd  him  perfeftly 
Mafter  of  Dialogue  and  polite 
Language,  might  execute  the  De- 
figns  formed  by  the  other,  and 
raife  the  Superftru£lure  of  thofe 
lively  and  fpirited  Scenes  which 
Beaumont  had  only  laid  the  Foun- 
dation of}  and  in  this  he  was  (o 
fuccefiful,  that  tho'  his  Wit  and 
Raillery  were  extremely  keen  and 
poignant,  yet  they  were  at  the 
fameTime  fo  perfeftly  genteel,that 
they  ufed  rather  to  pleafe  than 
difguft  the  very  Perfons  on  whom 
they  feem'd  to  refleft. — Yet  that 
t'ltcher  was  not  intirely  excluded 
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from  a  Share  in  the  Conduct  of 
the  Drama,  may  be  gathered  from 
a  Story  related  by  IVinjlanky,  viz, 
that  our  two  Bards  having  con- 
certed the  rough  Draught  of  a 
Tragedy  over  a  Bottle  of  Wine  at 
a  Tavern,  Fletcher  faid,  he  \AOuld 
undertake  to  kill  the  Kir.g,  v/hich 
Words  being  overheard  by  the 
Waiter,  who  had  not  happen'd  to 
have  been  Witnefs  to  the  Context 
of  their  Converfaiion,  he  lodged 
an  Information  of  Treafon  againll: 
them. — But  or\  their  Explanation 
of  it  only  to  mean  the  Deftruc- 
tion  of  a  theatrical  Monarch, 
their  Loyalty  moreover  being  un- 
oueftioned,  the  Affair  ended  in  a 
Jeft. 

On  the  whole,  the  Worirs  of 
thefe  Authors  have  undoubtedly 
very  great  Merit,  ajid  fome  of 
their  Pieces  defervedlv  itand  on 
the  Lift  of  the  prefenl  Ornaments 
of  the  Theatre, — The  Plots  are 
ingenious,  interefting  and  well 
managed,  the  Characlers  flrongly 
maiked  ,  and  the  Dialogue 
fprightly  and  natural,  yet  there 
is  in  the  latter  a  Coarfenefs  which 
is  not  luitable  to  the  Politenefs 
of  the  prefent  Age,  and  a  Fond- 
nefs  of  Repartee,which  frcquentlv 
runs  into  Obfcenity,  and  Which 
w^e  rnay  fuppofe  v.'as  the  Vice  of 
that  Timcj  fince  even  the  delicate 
Shakffpcare  himfelf  is  not  entirely 
free  from  it.— But  as  thefe  Au-~ 
thors  have  more  of  that  Kind  of 
Wit  than  the  laft  -  mentioned 
Writer,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
if  their  Works  were,  in  the  licen- 
tious  Reign  of  Charles  II.  prefer'd 
to  his, — Now,  however,  to  the 
Honour  of  the  prefent  Tafte  be  it 
fpoken,  the  Tables  are  entirely 
turned,  and  while  ShakeJpcur/% 
immortal  Works  are  our  conftant 
and  daily  Fare,  thofe  oi Beaumont 
?ncl  Fletcher,  tho'  delicate  in  their 
Kind,  are  onlyoccafionally  lerved 

L  B  ]  up, 
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up,  and  even  then  great  Pains  is 
ever  taken  to  clear  them  of  that 
Tumet,  which  the  Ilaut  Gout  of 
their  Contemporaries  confider'd  as 
their  iupremeft  Relifh,  but  which 
the  more  undepraved  Tafte  of 
curs,  has  been  juftly  taught  to 
look  on  as  what  it  really  is,  no 
more  than  a  corrupted  and  un- 
wholfome  Taint. 

The  Pieces  they  have  left  bc- 
liind  them  are  as  follows. 

1.  Beggar^  sBuJh.  C 
a.   Bloody  Brother.    T. 

2,  Borduca.     T. 
^.  Captain,    T, 

5.  Chance i.     C. 

6.  Coronation,  Tr.-C.  (clalm'd 

by  Shirley) 

7.  Co.rcomi.    C. 

8.  Cupid's  Rew>ige.  T. 

q.  Cufiom  of  the  Cotintry .     C, 
so.  D'-'uble  Marriage.     T. 
J  I.  Elder  Brother.     C. 
12.  Faithful  Shepherdefs.    Paft. 

(by  Fletcher  z\one..) 
23.  Fair     Maid   of   the    Inn. 

Tragi -Com. 
14.  FalfeOfie.     T. 
1  ^.  Four  Plays  in  One. 
36.  Hor.efi  Mans  Fortune,  Tr.- 

Com. 
17.  Ilrmorous  Lieutenant,  Tr.- 

Com. 
38.  IJland Princefs.     Tr.-Com. 
19.  Kwg  and  no  King,    Tr.-C. 
zo.' Knight  of  Mai-t A.     Tr.- 

Com. 
3t  I .  Knight  of  the  turning  Pefile, 

Com. 
S2.  Laivs  of  Ca-nt)Y,  Tr.-C. 

23.  L/Vr/^  Frevch  La^vyer.     C. 

24.  Love's  Cure.     C. 

25.  Lo-je^s  Pilgrimage,     C- 
2,6.  Lover  s  Progrefs.     Tf.^C- 
ay.   Loyal  Subje&,     C. 

a8.  Mad  Lover,     Tr.-Com. 

29.  M^/W  r«  /^e  J^T///.    Com. 

30.  Maid's  Tragedy. 

31.  M.afque  of  Gray's-Inn  C<r»- 
tlemen  {by  Beaumont  zlone) 
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3?,  Monf.eur  Thomas,  (by 
Fietcher  alone  ) 

33.  T-Jice  Valovr.      Com. 

34.  Night  TValker.     Cam.  (by 

Fletcher  alone.) 
3^.   Noble  Gentleman.      C, 

36.  Philaster.     Tr. 

37.  Pilgrim.      C. 

38.  Prophetefs.     Trag.  Hift. 

39.  %/<?(?«  0/ Corinth.  Tr.- 
Com. 

40.  Rule  a  Wife  and  have  a 
Wife.     C. 

41.  Scornful  Lady.     C, 
4a.   Sea  Voynge.     C. 

43.  Spanifj  Curate.      C. 

44.  Thierry  ^WTheodo'- 

RET.       T. 

45.  T1V0  Nobh  Kinfmen.  Tr.- 
Com.  (This  Play  was 
written  by  Fletcher,  with 
fome  Affiftance  by  ShakeJ- 
feare. ) 

46.  Vaientinian.     T. 

47.  Widcnu,  Com.  (Affifled 
by  fohnfon  and  Middlfion) 

48.  Wife  for  a  Month.      C. 

49.  Wild  Goofe  Chace.     C. 

50.  Wit  at  jeveral  Weapons,  C. 

51.  Wit  naithout  Money .     C. 

52.  Woman  Hater.    Com.    (by 

Fletcher  alone.) 

53.  Woman  pleased.     C. 

54.  Woman  s  Prize.  Com.  (by 
Fletcher  alone.) 

Beck  INGHAM,  Mr.  Charles. 
—This  Gentleman  was  the  Son 
of  a  Li nnen- Draper  in  Fket-ftreet. 
— He  was  educated  at  that  great 
Nurfery  of  Learning  Merchant- 
Taylor  s-School,  under  the  learned 
Doflor  Smith,  where  he  made  a 
very  great  Proficiency  in  all  his 
StudleF,  and  gave  the  ftrongeft 
Teftimonials  of  very  extraordina- 
ry Abilities. In  Poetry  more 

particularly  he  very  early  difco- 
ver'd  an  uncommon  Genius,  two 
dramatic  Pieces  of  his  Writing  be- 
ing reprefented  on  the  Stage  before 
he  had  well  compleated  his  twen- 
tieth 
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tieth  Year  — And  tliofe  not  fuch 
as  requii'd  the  leaft  Indulgence 
or  Allowance  on  Account  of  his 
Years,,  but  fuch  ss  bore  Evidence 
to  a  Boldnefs  of  Sentiment,  an 
Accuracy  of  Didion,  an  Ingenu- 
ity of  Conduct,  and  a  Maturity 
of  Judgncnt,  which  would  have 
done  Honour  to  a  much  more 
ripened  Age.— -The  Titles  of  his 
Plays,  both  of  which  were  Tra- 
gedies,  are, 

1.   Henry  IV".  of  France. 

1.   Scipio  AJricanm. 

Ax.  the  Reprefentation  of  the 
laft-mentioned  Piece,  which  in 
deed  was  the  firft  he  wrote,  his 
School- Mafter  Dr.  Smith,  as  a 
peculiar  Mark  of  Diftinftion  and 
Regard  to  the  Merit  of  his  l^upil, 
gave  all  his  Boys  a  Holiday  on  the 
Afternoon  of  the  Author's  Bene- 
fit, in  order  to  afford  an  Opportu- 
nity, to  fuch  of  them  as  pleafed,  to 
pay  their  Compliments  to  their 
School-Fellow  on  that  Occafion. 

He  was  born  in  1699,  and  be- 
fides  thefe  dramatic  Pieces  wrote 
feveral  other  Poems  ;  but  his  Ge- 
nius was  not  permitted  any  very 
long  Period  to  expand  itfelf  in  j 
for  he  died  on  the  i8th  of  Feb. 
1730,  in  the  32d  Year  of  his 
Age. 

Bedloe,  Capt.   William. 

This  Gentleman,  at  the  Time  he 
lived,  made  himfelf  better  known 
aad  more  confidered  on  Account 
of  his  Actions  than  his  Writings, 
having  been  a  very  principal  and 
ufeful  Evidence  in  the  Difcovery 
of  the  Popifli  Plot  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  II. — The  Parti- 
culars of  that  important  Event 
may  be  feen  by  looking  into  any 
of  the  Englijh  Hiilorians  relating 
t:2  that  Period  ;  and  Captain  Bc-d- 
loe\  Life,  v,'hich  contained  little 
extraordinary  exceptingwhat  con- 
cerned the  faid  Plot,  having  been 
written   by   an  unknown  Hand, 
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and  publi/hcdin  16S1,  8vo.  being 
the  Year  after  his  Death,  we  fhall 
refer  our  Readers  to  that  Work, 
and  only  proceed  to  the  Mjntion 
of  one  dramatic  Piece,  which  he 
publiflied  in  his  Life  Time,  aL 
tho'  never  a^ed. It  is  en- 
titled. 

The  Excommunicated  Prince. 
Trag. 

The  Printer  having,  without 
the  Author's  Knowkdge,  added 
a  fccond  Title,  and  called  it 
"  T:he  Fopifo  Plot  in  a  Play,"" 
greatly  excited  the  Curiolity  of 
the  Public,  who  were  however 
much  difappointed  when  they 
found  the  Plan  of  the  Piece  to 
be  founded  on  a  quite  diftereiit 
Story. — — Anth.  a  Wood,  in  his 
Athena  Oxon.  Vol.  2.  p.  884. 
will  not  allow  the  Captain  the 
Merit  of  this  Play,  but  afTerts 
that  it  was  written  partly,  if  not 
entirely,  by  one  Tbo,  PVah^r^ 
M.  A.  oijefus  College,  0:iforJ. 

Capt.  Bf^/ecdied  2ilBriJiol,  Aug. 
iO,    1680. 

B  E  H  N,  Mrs.  Aphara,  or 
Aphra.>—Somt  Kind  of  Difpute 
has  arifen  in  Regard  to  this  La- 
dy's Chriftian  Name,  in  Confe- 
<]uence  of  Lar,gbainc\  having  at- 
tributed that  of  Afiraa  to  her  as 
a  real  Name,  which  was  indeed  no 
more  than  a  poetical  one,  by  which 
fhe  was  known  and  addreflcd  by 
her  Contemporaries. — She  was  a 
Gentlewoman  by  Birth,  being 
def^tnded  from  a  very  good  Fa- 
mily, whofe  Refidence  was  in  the 
City  o^ Canterbury. — She  was  born 
forne  Time  in  Charles  I's  Reign, 
but  in  what  Year  is  uncertain. — 
Her  Father's  Name  was  ycbnfon, 
who,  through  the  Intereft  of  the 
Lord  Willougbhy,  to  vihom  he  was 
related,  being  appointed  Lieute- 
nant-Gen. oi Surinam,  and  fix  and 
thiity  Iflands,  undertook  ajiurney 
to  the  Wefi-Indics,    taking  with 

[  B  2  ]  him 
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him  his  whole  Family,  among 
whom  was  our  Poetefs,  at  that 
Time  very  young. — Mr.  'Johnjon 
died  in  the  Voyage,  but  his  Fa- 
mily reaching  Surinam,  fettled 
there  for  fome  Years. 

Here  it  was  that  {he  learned 
the  Hiftory  of,  and  acquired  a 
perfonal  Intimacy  with,  the  A- 
mcrican  Prince  Oroonoko,  and  his 
beloved  Imoinda,  whofe  Adven- 
tures fhe  has  herfelf  fo  patheti- 
cally related  in  her  celebrated  No- 
vel of  that  Name,  and  which 
Mr.  Southerne  afterwards  made 
fuch  an  admirable  Ufe  of  in  mak- 
ing it  the  Ground-work  of  one 
of  the  beft  Tragedies  in  the  Eng- 
Itfh  Language.— —Her  Intimacy 
with  this  Prince,  and  the  Inter- 
eft  ihe  took  in  his  Concerns, 
added  to  her  own  Youth  and 
Beauty,  afforded  an  Opportunity 
tQ  the  ill-natur'd  and  cenforious 
to.accufe  her  of  a  nearer  Connec- 
tion w'th  him  than  that  of 
Fr.-eadftip.  —  Thi$,  however,  a 
Lady  of  her  Acquaintance,  who 
has  prefixed  fome  Memoirs  of  her 
Lite  to  an  Edition  of  her  Novels, 
takes  great  Pains,  and  I  think 
very  much  to  the  Purpofe,  to  ac- 
quit her  of. 

On  her  Return  to  Londoti,  fhe 
became  the  Wife  of  one  Mr. 
Bshn,  a  Merchant,  refiding  in 
that  City,  but  of  Dutch  Extrac- 
tion.— How  long  he  hved  after 
their  Marriage,  is  not  very  ap- 
parent, probably  not  very  long  j 
for  her  Wit  and  Abilities  having 
brought  her  into  high  Eftimation 
at  Court,  King  CkarJes  II.  lix'd 
en  her  as  a  proper  Fcrfc  n  to  tranf- 
adl  fome  Affairs  of  Imporfancc 
abroad  during  the  Courfe   of  ;he 

Dutch  War. To  this  Purpofe 

^le  wt-nt  over  to  Antiverp,  where, 
by  her  Intrigues  and  Gallantries, 
ihe  fo  far  crept  into  the  Secrets 
of  State,  as  to  anfwer  the  Eiids 
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proposed  by  fending  her  over.— 
Nay,  in  the  latter  End  of  1666, 
flie,  by  Means  of  the  Influence 
ffce  had  over  one  Vander  Albert,  a 
Dutchman  of  Eminence,  whofe 
Heart  was  warmly  attached  to 
her,  ihe  wormed  out  of  him  the 
Dtfign  form'd  by  Be  Ruytcr,  in 
Conjundion  with  the  Family  of 
the  De  W:ts,  of  failing  up  the 
names,  and  burning  the  Engli/b 
Ships  in  their  Harbours,  which 
they  afterwards  put  in  Execution 
at  Rochtjlcr, — This  /he  immedi- 
ately communicated  to  the  Er.g- 
lijh  Court,  but  tho'  the  Event 
proved  her  Intelligence  to  he  well 
grounded,  yet  it  was  at  that  Time 
only  laugh'd  at,  which  together, 
probably,  with  no  great  Inclina- 
tion Ihewn  to  reward  her  for  the 
Pains  ihe  had  been  at,  determin- 
ed her  to  drop  all  farther  Thoughts 
of  political  Affairs,  and  during 
the  Remainder  of  her  Stay  at 
Antwerp f  to  give  herfelf  up  en- 
tirely to  the  Gaiety  and  Gallan- 
tries of  the  V\ztz.— Vander  Albert 
continued  his  Addreffes,  and  af- 
ter having  made  fome  unfuccefs- 
ful  Attempts  to  obtain  the  Pof- 
feffion  of  her  Perfon  on  eafier 
Terms  than  Matrimony,  at  length 
confented  to  make  her  his  Wife  ; 
but  while  he  was  preparing  at 
Amfterdam  for  a  Journey  to  Eng^ 
lar.d  with  that  Intent,  a  Fever 
carried  him  cff,  and  left  her  free 
from  any  amorous  Engagements. 
— She  was  alfo  ftrongly  folicited 
by  a  very  old  Man,  of  the  Name 
of  Van  Bruin,  at  whofe  Expence 
/he  diverted  herfelf  for  a  Time, 
and  tben  rejected  him  with  that 
Ridicule  which  his  abfurd  Ad- 
dreffes juftly  merited. 

In  her  Voyage  back  to  Eng- 
land,  /he  was  very  near  being  lofl-, 
the  Veffel  flie  was  in  being  driven 
on  the  Coaft  by  a  Storm,  but 
happening  to  founder  within 
Sight 
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Sight  of  Land,  the  PafTengers 
were,  by  the  timely  Affiftance  of 
Boats  from  the  Shore,  all  for- 
tunately preferved. 
'  From  this  Period  {lie  devoted 
her  Life  entirely  to  Pleafure  and 
the  Mufes. — Her  Works  are  ex- 
tremely numerous,  and  all  of 
them  have  a   lively  and   amorous 

Turn. It  is  no  Wonder  then 

that  her  Wit  fhould  gain  her  the 
I.itcem  of  Mr.  Dryden,  Southirne^ 
and  other  Men  of  Genius,  as  her 
Beauty  of  which  in  her  younger 
Part  of  Life  Ihe  poflefled  a  great 
Share,  did  the  Love  of  thofe  of 
Gallantry. — Nor  does  fhe  appear 
to  have  been  any  Stranf,er  to  the 
delicate  Senfatioris  of  that  Paf- 
fjcn,  as  appears  from  fome  of  her 
Letters  to  a  Gendeman,  with 
whom  /he  correfponded  under  the 
Name  of  Lycida,  and  who  feems 
not  to  have  returned  h.er  Flame 
with  equal  Ardor,  or-  received  it 
with  that  Rapture  ker  Charms 
might  well  have  been  expedled  to 
eommrind. 

Her  Works,  as  I  have  before 
obferved,  were  very  numerous, , 
confifting  of  Plays,  Novel?,  Po- 
ems, Letters,  £ff. — But  as  our 
prefent  Defign  only  authorizes 
our  taking  Notice  of  her  drama- 
tic Pieces,  we  fhall  hereto  fub~ 
join  a  Lirt  of  them,  amounting 
to  fix  teen  in  Number,  -vix. 

J.  Abdelazar.     T^ 

2.  Amorous  Prince.     C« 

3.  City  Hcirefs.     C. 

4.  Durcb  Lo-ver.     C. 

5.  Empercr  of  the  M.oon,    Far. 

6.  Falfe  Count.     C. 

7.  Feign  d  Courtezans,     C, 

8.  Forc'd  Marriage.     T.  C. 

9.  Lucky  Chance.     C. 
JO.  Rover.     C.  two  Parts, 

31.  Roundheads.     C. 

32,  Sir  Patient  Fancy,  C, 
13,  lovnFo^,    C, 
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14.  lyidow  Ranter.      C. 

15.  Younger  ]  rothcr.     C. 

16.  Young  Ki7:g.      T.  C. 

It  will  appear  by  this  Catalogue 
that  the  Turn  of  her  Genius  was 
chiefly  to  Comedy,  —  As  to  the 
Charadler  her  Pkiys  fhould  main- 
tain in  the  Recoids  of  dramatic 
Hiftory,  it  will  be  difficult  to 
determine,  fince  their  Faults  and 
Perfeftiens  ftand  in  ftrong  Oppo- 
fition  to  each  other. — In  all,  even 
the  raoft  indifferent  of  her  Pieces, 
tbeie  are  ftrong  Maiks  of  Ge- 
nius and  Underftanding. Her 

Plots  are  full  of  Bufinefs  and  In- 
genuity, and  her  Dialogue  fpar-  ' 
kles  w'ith  the  dazzling  Luflre  of 
genuine  V/it,  which  every  v.  here 
glitters  among  it. — But  then  flie 
has  been  accuicd,  and  that  not 
without  great  Juftice,  of  inter- 
larding her  Coined ies  with  the 
moft  indecent  Scenes,  and  giving 
an  Indulgence  in  her  Wit  to  the 
moft  indelicate  Expreflions. — To. 
this  Accufation  Ihe  has  herfeif 
made  fome  Reply  in  the  Trefaie. 
to  the  Lucky  Chance  j  but  the  re- 
torting the  Charge  of  Prudery  antt 
Precifenefs  on  her  Accufers,  is 
far  from  being  a  fufHcient  Ex- 
culpation of  herfeif.— The  bell, 
and  perhaps  the  qnLy  true  Kxcule 
that  can  be  mad'e  for  It  is,  that 
altho'  flie  might  herfrlf  have  as 
great  an  Averfion  as  any  One  to 
lox)fe  Scenes  or  too  warm  Defcrip- 
tions,  yet,  as  fhe  wrote  for  a 
Livelihood,  /he  was  obliged  to. 
comply  with  the  corrupt  Tafte  of 
the  Times. —  And,  as  Ae  was  a. 
Woman,  and  naturally,  moreover, 
of  an  amorous  Complexion,  and 
wrote  in  an  Age,  and  to  a  Court 
of  Gallantry  and  Ljcentioufnefs, 
the  latter  Circunj/lances,  added 
to  her  Nece/Tities,  compelPd  her 
to  indulge  her  Audience  in  their 
favorite  Depravity,  aad  tRe  for- 

[23  1  mer^ 


B  E 

mer,  affiled  by  a  rapid  Flow  of 
Wit  and  Vivacity  enabled  her  fo 
to  do  5  fo  that  both  together  have 
given  her  Flays  the  loofe  Caft 
which  it  is  but  too  apparent  they 
pofTefs. 

Her  own  private  C6ara£ler  I 
ihaJl  give  to  my  Readers  in  the 
Words  of  one  of  her  own  female 
Companions,  who,  in  the  Me- 
moirs before-mentioned,  prefixed 
to  her  Novels,  fpoke  of  her  thus, 
**  She  was,"  fays  this  Lady,  ''  of 
<*  a  generous  humane  Difpofition, 
**  fomething  paifionate,  very  fer- 
*'  viceable  to  her  Friends  in  all 
*'  that  was  in  her  Power,  and 
**  could  fooner  forgive  an  Injury 
**  than  do  one. — She  had  Wit, 
**  Humour,  Good- Nature,  and 
*'  Judgment: — She  was  Miftrefs 
*'  of  all  the  pleafing  Arts  of  Ccn- 
•*  verfation  : — She  was  a  Woman 
"  of  Senfe,    and   confequently  a 

"  Lover  of  Pleafure. For  my 

"  Part  I  knew  her  intimately, 
"  and  never  faw  ought  unbecom- 
**  ing  the  juft  Modefty  of  our 
**  Sex  ;  tho'  more  gay  and  free, 
^'  than  the  Folly  of  the  Freeze 
•'  will  allow." 

After  a  Life  intermingled  with 
numerousDifappointments,  which, 
as  Mr.  Gildon  juftly  obferves,  a 
Woman  of  her  Senfe  and  Merit 
ought  never  to  have  met  with, 
and  in  the  Ciofe  of  a  long  Indif- 
p^fition,  Mrs.  Behn  departed  from 
this  World  on  the  i6th  of  April 
1689,  and  lies  interr'd  in  the 
Cloyfter  oi  Wejimlnfier- Abbey ^  un- 
4er  a  blue  Marble  Stone,  againft 
the  firft  Pillar  in  the  Eaft  Am- 
JDulatory  with  the  following  In- 
icription, 

Mrs.  Apbra  Behn, 

died  ^/!n7  the  J  6th, 

1689, 

Here  lies  a  Proof  that  TVit  can  r.e- 

.    ,  'vcr  be 

Defence  enough  againfi  Mortalfij* 
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Revived  by   '^ho.  Waine^  in  Re 
fpedt  to  fo  bright  a  Genius. 

Belchier,  Vix.  Daivhridge- 
Court. — This  Gentleman  was  the 
eldeft  Son  of  William  Etkbier,  of 
Cilkjborough  in  Northamptonpire, 
Efqj — He  was  enter'd  of  ChTiji 
Church,  Oxford,  where  he  took 
the  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts, 
Feb.  6,  1600,  fome  Years  after 
which  he  went  into  the  United 
Pro'vinces,  and  fettled  at  Utrecht, 
where  he  wrote,  or,  as  Coxeter 
terms  it,  tranjlated  into  Engltjh 
(from  the  Dutch,  I  fuppcfe)  one 
dramatic  Piece,  called, 

Hans   Beer   Pot's  limijible 
Comedy, 

Phi/lips  and  Winflan'ey,  how- 
ever, among  the  numerous  Mif- 
takes  they  are  guilty  of,  have  at- 
tributed this  Piece  to  Thomas 
Nap. 

Mr.  Belchier  died  in  the  Lotv 
Countries,  in  1621. 

Bellamy,  Me  (Trs .  Daniel, 
Sen.  and  Jan. — Thele  Gentle- 
men   are  Father   and  Son,  and  I 

bel'r\-e  are  both   flill  living. . 

The  Father,  as  we  are  informed 
in  the  Title  Page  to  their  Works, 
was  fome  Time  fince  oiSt.John^ 
College,  Oxford,  and  the  Son  of 
Irim/y  College^  Cambridge. — They 
are  Authors  in  Coniundlion,  and 
in  the  Year  1746,  publiihed  a 
Colledlicnof  Mifcellanies  in  Profa 
and  Verfe,  in  two  vol.  i2mo.  in 
v.'hich,  among  other  Pieces,  are 
the  following  dramatic  ones,  all 
excepting  the  fecond-mentioned 
one,  which  is  a  mufical  Inter- 
lude, and  was  publifhed  by  itfelf, 
but  at  what  Time,  or  whether 
written  by  the  Father  or  Son,  I 
cannot  pretend  to  determine. — ■ 
The  Names  of  the  feveral  Pieces 
are  as  follows, 

1,  Innocence  betrayed. 

2,  Languijhing  Lover, 

3,  Love  triur^bant, 

4,  Perjur'ii 
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4.  Pt'rjurd  De-votee, 

5.  Rival  Nynrpbi. 
6.,  Rival  Pnejis. 

7.  Varquijhed  Love,  and 

8.  Three  feleft  Scenes  of  Gu- 

ariri's  Pajlor  Fido, 
All  thefe  little  Pieces  (the  2d 
and  8th  only  excepted)  were  ex- 
prefsly  written  to  be  performed 
by  the  young  Ladles  of  Mrs.  Etl- 
lamy^s  Boarding-School  at  Chel- 
fca,  at  the  ftated  Periods  of  break- 
ing up  for  the  Holidays,  for  the 
Improvement  of  themfelves,  and 
the  Amufemcnt  of  their  Parents 
and  Friends. — They  are  well  a- 
dapted  to  the  Purpofe,  being  Ihort 
and  concife,  the  Plots  fimple  and 
familiar,  and  the  Language,  tho' 
not  remarkably  poetical,  nor  a- 
dorn'd  with  any  very  extraordi- 
nary Beauty,  yet,   on  the  whole, 

far  from  contemptible. They 

are  calculated  for  the  fhewing  the 
peculiar  Talents  of  the  young 
Ladies,  who  were  to  appear  in 
them  J  and  to  fet  forth  the  Im- 
provements they  had  acquired  in 
their  Education,  efpecially  in 
Mufic,  to  which  End  Songs  are 
pretty  lavifhly  difperfed  through 
them  all. — In  a  Word,  the  De- 
fign  on  the  whole  is  laudable,  and 
it  were  to  be  wi/hed  that  an  Ex- 
ample of  this  Sort  were  to  be  fol- 
lowed in  more  of  the  Seminaries 
of  Education  both  Male  and  Fe- 
male, as  th.efe  Kinds  of  public 
Exhibitions  conftantly  excite  a 
Degree  of  Emulation  which  a- 
wakens  Talents  that  might  other- 
wife  have  lain  entirely  buried  in 
Obfcurity,  and  rouzes  to  a  greater 
Degree  of  Exertion  thofe  which 
have  already  been  difcovered. 

Bennet,    Philip,    Efqj 

Who  this  Gentleman  is  I  know 
not, — His  Name,  as  the  Author 
of  a  dramatic  Piece,  which  how- 
ever was  never  afted,  I  find  in 
the  Monthly  Lifts  of  Publica- 


B  E 

tions  for  the  Year  1733,  but  both  , 
Whincop  and  the  Author  of  the 
Britijh  1'bcatre  have  omitted  tak- 
ing any  Notice  of  either  the  Au- 
thor, or  his  Works ; — the  Title 
of  the  latter,  as  it  ftands  in  the 
faid  literary  Records,   is. 

The  Beauts  jddver.turcs.  Farce. 
Bentley,  Mr. — This  Gen 
tlcman,  who  is  now  living,  is 
the  Son  of  the  late  well-known 
Dr.  Bentley,  the  great  Critic. — 
The  prefent  Author  is  poifefs'd 
of  great  literary  Abilities,  yet  the 
Turn  of  his  Genius  feems  not 
greatly  adapted  to  dramatic  Wri- 
tings, by  the  Specimen  he  has 
given  of  them  in  a  Piece  which 
made  it's  Appearance  at  Drury 
Lane  Theatre,  in  the  Summer  of 
1761. — It  w,3s  entitled. 
The  Wipes.  Com. 
It  is  atterapted  to  be  written 
after  the  Manner  of  the  Italian 
Comedy,  but  tho'  the  Author  has 
fhewn  great  Knowledge  of  the 
World,  an  Accuracy  of  Judg- 
ment, and  in  fome  Pafiages  of  it 
a  ftrong  Poignancy  of  Satire,  yet 
on  the  whole  it  is  deficient  in 
that  Novelty  of  Plot,  Variety  of 
Incident,  and  Vivacity  of  Wit, 
which  are  eflential  to  the  very 
Exiftence  of  Comedy. — In  ihort, 
the  Author  has  written  more  like 
a  Man  of  Learning  than  Genius, 
more  to  the  Ckfet  than  the  Stage, 
—It  will  not  therefore  peihaps 
be  regretted  if  he  fhould  for  the 
future  employ  that  Learning  he  is 
Maflfr  of,  for  the  Emolument  of 
the  Public  on  .Subjeds  of  more 
Importance,  and  quit  the  ardu- 
ous, yet  lefs  valuable  Talent  of 
amtjing,  for  the  more  ufeful  one 
of  inJiruBing, 

Bernard,  Richard,  —  As  to 
the  Particulars  of  this  Gentle- 
man's Life,  none  have  been  hand- 
ed down  to  us,  farther  thain  that 
lie  flouriflied  in  tlie  Reign  of 
Queea 
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Queen  Elizabeth,  aud  that  he 
lived  at  Epivorth  in  Lincolnjhire. 
—In  his  literary  Capacity  only 
therefore  we  can  fpeak  of  him, 
in  which  Light  we  are  to  confider 
him  as  the  firft  Perfon  who  gave 
this  Kingdom  an  entireTranflation 
of  -Terenc/s  Comedies. —' — To  the 
learned  it  would  beneedlefs  to  re- 
peat thfir  Names,  but  for  the  Sake 
cf  our  Fair  P,eaders,and others  who 
may  not  be  ib  well  acquainted 
with  the  Latin  Claflics,  it  may 
»ot  be  improper  to  inform  them 
that  they  were  fix  in  Number, 
and  their  Titles  ss  follows, 

I.  Ade/fbi. 
,  ,2.  Aridria. 

3.  Euruchus. 

4.  Heautontimorunienos, 

5.  Hecyra. 

6.  Phcrmio. 

Mr.  Yarnard  has  not,  however, 
contented  himfelf  with  giving  a 
bare  Tranflation  of  thefe  fix 
Plays,  but  has  alfo  fwledcd  fe- 
paiately  and  difiindlly,  in  each 
Scene,  all  the  moft  remarkable 
Forms  of  Speech,  Thefes  and 
moral  Sentences ,  after  the 
fame  Manner  as  had  been  done 
before  him  in  an  old  French 
Tranflation  of  the  fame  Author, 
printed  at  Pari%  in  1 574. — Thefe 
little  Extrads  are  extremely  ufe- 
ful  and  entertaining,  and  may 
not  only  be  rendered  ferviceable 
to  Boys  at  School  in  the  more 
immediate  Underllanding  of  the 
Author,  but  are  alfo  of  great  Af- 
iiftance  to  thofe  who  read  him 
with  a  more  cUflical  View,  in 
the  pointing  out,  and  fixing  on 
the  Memory  fome  of  the  moft 
beautiful  Paffages,  or  fuch  as 
from  the  Importance  of  the  Sen- 
timent, or  the  peculiar  Arrange- 
ment of  the  Phrafeology,  may  be 
the  moft  defirablc  to  remember, 

Betterton,  Ivlr .  ^J^homai.-^ 
Tko'  in  Pursuance  of  tkg  I>efig;i 
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of  this  Work  we  can  infert  ho 
Names  but  thofe  of  dramatic 
Writers,  yet  the  Gentleman  who 
now  comes  under  our  Coniidera- 
tion  requires  our  fpeaking  of  him 
not  in  that  Light  only,  but  alfo 
as  an  Aftor,  and  that  perhaps  as 
the  moft  capital  one  that  this  or 
any  other  Country  has  ever  pro- 
duced.— He  was  born  in  Tothill- 
Street,  Wefiminfier,  in  the  Year 
163S,  his  Father  being  at  that 
Time  under  Cook  to  K.Charles  I. 
— He  received  the  iirft  Rudiments 
of  a  genteel  Education,  and  Shew- 
ed fuch  a  Propen/ity  to  Litera- 
ture, that  it  vv'as  for  fome  Time 
the  Intention  of  his  Family  to 
have  brought  him  up  to  one  of 
the  liberal  Profeffions. — But  this 
Defign  the  Confufion  and  Vio- 
lence of  the  enfuing  Times  di- 
verted them  from,  or  probably 
put  it  out  of  their  Power  to  ac- 
complish.— His  Fondnefs  of  Rea- 
ding, however,  induced  him  to 
rcqueft  of  his  Parents  that  they 
would  bind  him  Apprentice  to  a 
Bcokfeller,  which  was  readily 
complied  with,  fixing  on  one 
Mr.  Rhodes,  near  Charing-Crofs, 
for  his  Mader. 

This  Gentleman,  who  had 
been  J'fardrobe-Keeper  to  the  The- 
atre in  Black-Friars  before  the 
Troubles,  obtained  a  Licence  in 
1659,  from  the  Powers  then  in 
being,  to  fet  up  a  Company  of 
Players  in  the  Cock-pit  in  Drury- 
Lane,  in  which  Company  Mr. 
Betterton  enter'd  himfelf,  and  tho' 
not  much  above  twenty  Years  of 
Age,  immediately  gave  Proof  of 
the  moft  capital  Genius  and  Me- 
rit, and  acquired  the  higheft  Ap- 
plaufe  in  the  Loyal  Subje£},  the 
WildGooJeChace,  tht.  Spanifo  Cu- 
rate, and  feveral  other  Plays  of 
Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  which 
were  then  th*  Pkces  moft  in 
Vogue» 

PrefenUy 
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Prercntly  after  the  ReftcJta- 
tJon,  two  diftinft  Theatres  were 
eftabliftsd  by  Royal  Authority, 
the  one  in  Drury  Lane,  in  Con- 
I'equence  ot  a  Patent  granted  to 
Henry  Killigrt-zv,  Efqj  which  was 
called  the  ^;'«^'s  Company  :  The 
other  in  Lrncoin  s-Inn-Fiehh,  who 
ftiled  themfelves  the  Duke  of 
Tcrk\  Servants,  the  Patentee  of 
which  was  the  ingenious  Sir  fVil- 
Ii\:m  Davenant  j — w  hich  luft- men- 
tioned Gentleman  having  long  had 
a  clofe  Intimacy  with,  and  warm 
Friendship  for,  Mr.  Rhodes,  en- 
gaged Mr.  Betterton,  and  all  who 
had  acled  under  Mr.  Rhodes,  in- 
to his  Company,  which  opened 
in  1662,  with  a  new  Play  rf  Sir 
WiUiain'Sy  in  two  Parts,  called 
the  Siege  of  Rhodes. 

In  this  Piece,  as  well  as  in  the 
fubfequeht  Charaflers  which  Mr. 
Betterton  perforttied,  he  increafed 
his  Reputation  and  Efteem  with 
the  Public,  and  indeed  became  fo 
much  in  Favour  with  King 
Qharles  II.  that  one  of  his  Bio- 
graphers aflerts  (Vid.  Cibber^s 
LJi'es  of  fie  Poets,  Vol.  III. 
p.  157.)  that  by  his  Majefty's 
efpecial  Command  he  went  over 
to  Pan's,  to  take  a  View  of  the 
French  Stage,  that  he  might  the 
better  judge  what  would  contri- 
bute to  the  Improvement  of  our 
own,  and  even  goes  fo  far  as  to 
fay,  that  he  was  the  firft  who  in- 
troduced moving  Scenes  on  the 
Engli/b  Stage,  the  Honour  of 
which,  however,  the  other  Wri- 
ters haie  given  to  Sir  Pi^illiatn 
himfelf. 

In  the  Year  1670,  he  married 
one  Mrs.  Sauiiderfon, a  female  Per- 
former on  the  fameStage,w  ho,  both 
as  an  A£lrefs  and  a  Woman,  was 
every  Thing  that  human  Perfec- 
tion was  capable  of  arriving  at, 
and  with  whom  he,  through  the 
whole   Courfe   of  his   remaining 
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Life,  pofTefs'd  every  Degree  of 
Happinefs  that  a  perfedt  Union 
of  Hearts  can  beflow. 

When  the  Duke's  Company  re- 
moved to  Dorjtt  Gardens^  he  ftill 
continued  with  them,  and  on  the 
Coalition  of  the  two  Companies 
in  1684,  he  acceded  to  the  Trea!- 
ty,  and  remained  among  them'; 
Mrs.  Bctterion  maintaining  the 
fame  foreraoft  Figure  among  the 
Women,  that  her  Hufband  fup- 
ported  among  the  Male  Perfor- 
mers.— And  fo  great  was  the  Ef- 
tin  ation  they  were  both  held  in, 
that  in  the  Year  1675,  when  a 
Paftoral,  called  Calip,  or  the 
Cbafte  Nymph,  written  by  Mr. 
Croivn,  at  the  Defire  of  Queen 
Catherine,  Con  fort  to  Charles  II. 
was  to  be  performed  at  Court  by 
Perfons  of  the  greateft  Diftinc- 
tion,  our  EngUfh  Rofcius  was  em- 
ployed to  infl:ru£l  the  Gentle- 
men, and  Mrs.  Betterton  honomed 
with  the  Tutorage  of  the  Ladies, 
among  whom  were  the  two  Prin- 
cefles  Mary  and  Anne,  Daughters 
of  the  Duke  of  Tork,  both  of 
whom  afterwards  fucceeded  to  the 
Crown  of  thefe  Realms.— — In 
grateful  Remembrance  of  whi(ih 
the  latter  of  them,  when  Qn^een, 
fettled  a  Penfion  of  £  160  per 
annum  on  her  old  Inil:ru£trefs. 

In  1693,  Mr.  Betterton  having 
founded  the  Inclinations  of  a  fc" 
left  Number  of  the  A6tors  whom 
he  found  ready  to  join  with  him, 
obtained,  thro'  the  Influence  of 
the  Earl  of  Dcrfet,  the  Royal  Li- 
cence for  a£ling  in  a  feparate 
Theatre  ;  and  was  very  foon  en- 
abled, by  the  voluntary  Subfcrip- 
tions  of  many  Perfons  of  Quality, 
to  ere£l  a  new  Play-houfe  with- 
in the  Walls  of  the  Tennis  Court 
in  Lincoln  s-lnn-Fields. 

To  this  Step  Mr.  Betterton  Was 

probably   induced  by  two  diftincl 

Motives. — The  firil  v/as  the  ill 

Treatrner.t 
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Treatment  he  received  from  the 
Managers,  \rho,  exerting  a  de- 
spotic Authority  over  their  Per- 
formers, w  hich  he  thought  it  his 
Duty  to  remonftiate  againft,  be- 
gan to  grow  jealous  of  his  Pow- 
er J  and  therefore  with  a  Hope 
of  abating  his  Influence,  gave  a- 
way  fome  of  his  capital  Parts  to 
young  and  infufficiejit  Perforrrers, 
This  Condufi:  however  liad  the 
dired  conirary  EiTett  to  that 
which  they  expeded  from  it,  by 
attaching  to  Mr.  Betterton  all  the 
bed  Players  (who  became  appre- 
henfive  of  meeting  with  the  lame 
Treatment  themfelves)  and  at 
the  fame  Time  exafperating  the 
Town,  which  would  not,  as  in 
our  calmer  Period,  fubmit  to  be 
dilated  to  in  it's  Diverfions,  or 
have  it's  moft  rational  Amufe- 
ments  damp'd  by  bungling  and 
imperfedt  Performances,  when  it 
was  apparently  in  the  Power  of 
the  Managers  to  give  them  in  the 
greateft  Height  of  Perfedion. 

The  other  Motive  probably 
was  a  pecuniary  one,  v/ith  a  View 
to  repair,  by  the  more  enlarged 
Profits  of  a  Manager,  the  Lofa 
of  his  whole  Fortune  (upwards  of 
two  Thoufand  Pounds)  which  he 
had  undergone  in  the  Year  1692, 
by  adventuriaj  it  in  a  commer- 
cial Scheme  to  the  Eaft-lndies. 

Be  this  however  as  it  will,  the 
new  Theatre  open'd  in  1695, 
with  Mr.  Congreves  Lo-ve  for 
Lot'Cf  the  Succefs  of  which  was 
amazingly  great. — Yet  in  a  few 
Years  it  appear'd  that  the  Pro- 
fits arifing  from  this  Theatre, 
oppofed  as  it  vvas  by  all  theStrength 
of  Cihoer's  and  f^ap,brigh\  Wri- 
tings at  the  other  Iloufe,  were 
very  infignificant  ;  and  Mr.  Bet- 
terton growing  now  into  the  Infir- 
mities of  Age,  and  labouring  under 
violent  Attacks  of  the  Gout,  he 
gladly  quitted  at  once  the  fatigues 
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of  Managem-ent,  and  the  Hurry 
of  the  Stage. 

The  Public,  however,  who  re- 
tained a  grateful  Senfe  of  the 
Pleafure  they  had  frequently  le- 
ceived  from  this  ihcztncdl  Veteran, 
and  fenfible  of  the  Narrownefs  of 
his  Circumftances,  refolved  to 
continue  the  Marks  of  their  Ef- 
teem    td  him,    by   giving  him  a 

Benefit. On  the  7th  of  j4pr!l 

1709,  the  Comedy  of  Love  for 
Love  was  performed  for  that  Puf- 
pofe,  in  which  this  Gentleman 
himfelf,  tho'  then  upwards  of 
feventy  Years  of  Age,  adled  the 
youthful  Part  of  Valentine  j  as  in 
the  September  following  hf  did 
that  of  Hemlet,  his  Performance 
of  which  the  Author  of  the  Tat- 
ler  has  taken  a  particular  Notice 

of. On  the  former  Occafion, 

thofe  very  eminent  Performers 
Mrs.  Barry,  Mrs.  Bracegirdle  and 
Mr.  Dogget,  who  had  all  quitted 
the  Stage  forae  Years  before,  in 
Gratitude  to  one  whom  they  had 
had  fo  many  Obligations  to , 
afted  the  Parts  of  Angelica,  Mrs. 
Frail  and  Ben ;  and  Mr.  Rcwe 
wrote  an  Epilogue  for  that  Night, 
which  was  fpoken  by  the  two 
Ladies,  fupporting  between  them 
this  once  powerful  Supporter  of 
the  EngU/h  Stage. 

The  Profits  of  this  Night  are 
faid  to  have  amounted  to  upwards 
of  ^500,  the  Prices  having  been 
raifed  to  the  fame  that  the  Ope- 
ras and  Oratorios  are  at  prefent, 
and  when  the  Curtain  drew  up, 
almoft  as  large  an  Audience  ap- 
pearing behind  as  before  it. 

The  next  Winter,  Mr.  Better, 
ton  was  prevailed  on  by  hlv.Chven 
M^Sivinney,  then  Manager  of  the 
Opera  Houfe  in  the  Haymarket  (at 
which  I'lays  were  adteJ  four 
Times  a  Week)  to  continue  per- 
forming, tho'  but  feldom, — In 
Confcquence  of  which,  in  the 
enfuiiife... 
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Spring,  fix.  on  the  25th  of  A- 
pril  17 10,  another  Play  was 
given  out  tor  this  Gentleman's 
Bene6t,  •z//».  the  Mar d's  Tragedy 
cf  Beaumort  and  Fletcher,  in  which 
he;  himfelf  performed  his  cele- 
brated Part  of  Melantitis. — This 
however  was  the  laftTimehewas 
to  appear  on  the  Stage. — For  hav- 
ing been  fudden'y  felzed  with  the 
Gout,  and  being  impatient  at  the 
Thoughts  of  difappointiag  his 
Friends,  he  made  ijit  of  outward 
Applications  to  reduce  the  Swel- 
lings of  his  Feet,  which  enabled 
him  to  walk  on  the  Stage,  tho' 
obliged  to  have  his  Foot  in  a 
Slipper. — But  altho'  he  afted  that 
Day  with  unufnal  Spirit  and 
Brilknefs,  and  met  with  univer- 
fal  Applaufe,  yet  he  paid  very 
dear  for  this  Tribute  he  had 
paid  to  the  Public  ;  for  the  Fo- 
mentations he  had  made  V{&  of 
.occafioning  a  Revulfion  of  the 
Gouty  Humour  to  the  nobler 
Parts,  threw  the  Diftemper  up 
into  his  Head,  and  terminated 
tis  Life  on  the  28th  of  that 
Month. — On  the  ?d  of  May,  his 
Body  was  interr'd  with  much  Ce- 
remony in  the  Cloyfter  of  J'^'^eji- 
minjifr,  and  great  Honour  paid  to 
his  Memory  by  his  Friend  the 
Tatler,  who  has  related  in  a  very 
pathetic,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
the  moft  dignified  Manner,  the 
Procefs  of  the  Ceremonial. 

The  Dramatic  Pieces  he  has 
left  behind  him  are  as  follows,     . 

1.  Amoroui  Widow,     C. 

a.  Dioclefian.  Dram.  Opera. 

3.  Majque  in  the  Opera  of  the 

Prophetess. 

4.  Revenge.     C. 

5.  Unjufi  Judge.     T. 

6.  Woman  made  a  Jujlice,     C, 
Of  thefe  I  have  not  much  more 

to  fay,  than  that  thofe  which  are 
properly  his  own  are  not  devoid 
of  Merit,  an(J  thofe  which  he  has 
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only  alter*d  have  received  art  Ad- 
vantage from  his  Amendment.— 
In  both,  however,  he  has  pre- 
fervcd  one  Degree  of  Perfedlion, 
which  is  of  great  Confequence  to 
theSuccefs  ofany  dramatic  Piece, 
•viz.  an  exaft  Difpofition  of  the 
Scenes,  and  the  Prefervation  of  a 
juft  Length,  abfolute  Propriety, 
and  natural  Conne(5iions. 

As  an  Actor,  he  was  certainly 
one  of  the  greateft  of  either  his 
own  or  any  other  A%t,  but  to  en- 
ter into  particular  Details  in  that 
Refpefl  would  only  take  up  the 
Time  of  our  Readers  unnccefla- 
rily,  and  fill  up  a  greater  Portion 
of  Room  in  this  Work  than  we 
have  a  Right  to  allot  to  any  one 
Article. — I  fhall  therefore  refer 
thofe  who  are  defirous  of  having 
him  painted  out  in  the  moft  lively 
Coloursto  their  Imagination, to  the 
Defcription  given  of  him  by  his 
Contemporary  and  Friend  Mr. 
Co.'ky  Cilber,  in  the  Apology  for 
his  own  Life. — And  as  a  Man, 
it  is  fcarcely  pofhble  to  fay  more, 
and  it  would  be  Injuftice  to  fay 
lefs  of  him,  than  that  he  was  as 
unblemished  a  Pattern  of  private 
and  focial  Qualities,  as  he  was  a 
perfeft  Model  of  theatrical  Ac- 
tion and  dramatic  Execution. 

It  was  on  the  Death  of  Mr, 
Betterton  that  Queen  Anne  fettled 
on  his  Widow  the  Penfion  I  have 
taken  Notice  of  above,  which 
however  fte  did  not  enjoy  long, 
the  Grief  for  the  Lofs  of  fo  good 
a  Hufband,  with  whom  fhe  lived 
forty  Years  in  the  utmoft  Har- 
mony and  Affeftlon,  wrought  fo 
flfongly  on  her  delicate  Frame, 
which  was  already  enfeebled  by 
old  Age,  and  a  long  State  of  bad 
Health,  that  it  very  foon  deprived 
her  of  her  Reafon,  and  at  the 
End  of  about  half  a  Year  of  her 
Life  alfo. 
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BiLLERS,  WjlUarn,  Efqj 

I  do  not  find  any  Mention  who 
this  Gentleman  was  in  the 
Writers  on  dramatic  Sub)e£ls, 
more  than  his  being  the  afTured 
Author  of  one  Play,  called. 
Injur  d  Innocence.  Trag. 
For  a  Conjefture  as  to  his  hav- 
ing once  before  made  an  Attempt 
in  the  dramatic  Way,  (See  above, 
under  B.  W. 

Bladen,  Martin,  Efq; 
This  Gentleman  was  formerly  an 
Officer  in  the  Army,  bearing  the 
Commiffion  of  a  •Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel in  Queen  Ame'^  Reign, 
under  the  great  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, to  whom  he  dedicated  a 
Tranflation  of  C^^sar'^  Commen- 
taries which  he  had  compleated, 
and  which  is  to  this  Day  a  Book 
held  in  very  good  Eftimation. — 
In  1714,  he  was  made  one  of  the 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  Tiyde 
and  Plantations,  and  in  1717  was 
appointed  Envoy  Extraordinary  to 
the  Court  of  Spain,  in  the  Room 

of Bretty  Eiq;   but  declined 

it,  chufing  rather  to  keep  the 
Poft  he  already  had,  which  was 
worth  a  thoufand  I'onndsper  An- 
vum,  and  which  he  never  parted 
with  till  his  Death,  which  v/as 
in  May  1746. — He  was  alfo  for 
many  Years  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment for  the  Town  of  Portjmouth, 
and  Cexeter  hints  that  he  was  Se- 
cretary of  State  in  Ireland,  but  in 
this  he  ieems  not  abfolutely  cer- 
tain, making  a  Quaere  in  Regai-d 
to  the  Time  when,  which  how- 
ever muft,  if  at  all,  have  been  in 
Queen  Anne^s  Reign  ;  for  from 
the  firft  Year  of  George  I.  to  the 
Time  of  his  Death,  he  held  his 
Place  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
I  believe  was  not  out  of  E^Jg- 
land. 

He  wrote  two  dramatic  Pieces, 
both  of  which  (for  the  one  is 
only  a  Mafque  introduced  in  the 
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third  A£l  of  the  other)  were 
printed  in  the  Year  1705,  with- 
out the  Author's  Confent. — Their 
Names  are, 

1.  Orpheus  tfff^EuftiDicE, 

Mafque. 

2.  Solon.     T.  C. 
Blanch,  Rev.   Mr.  — This 

Gentleman  is  the  Author  of  two 
Comedies,  neither  of  which  were 
ever  afted,  entitled, 

1.  Beau  Merchant. 

2.  Sivords  into  Anchors. 
Coxeter  fays  he  lived  near  G/ok- 

cejler. — By  the  Prologue  to  the 
laft-mentioned  Piece  he  appears 
to  have  been  a  Cleryyman,  and 
by  his  own  Account  in  his  De- 
dication, which  is  to  the  Princefs 
of  IVales,  afterwards  Queen  Ca- 
roline, he  muft  have  been  born 
about  1650,  the  Play  being  pub> 
lifhed  in  1725,  at  which  Time  he 
declares  himfelf  to  have  been  feven- 
ty  five  Years  of  Age. — He  appears 
in  the  Courfe  of  his  W'itings  to 
have  been  a  Man  of  Reading  and 
Knowledge,  and  to  be  both  zea- 
lous for,  and  well  inftrudled  in, 
the  Commercial  Interefts  of  this 
Nation. — But  as  a  dramatic  Wri- 
ter nothing  can  well  be  more 
contemptible  than  his  Works. 

Blessing  TON,  Mur rough 

Boyle,     Lord    Vifcount. This 

Right  Honourable  Author  was  a 
Peer  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland, 
and  is  aflerted  by  Jacob  to  have 
been  the  Writer  of  a  Tragedy, 
called. 

The  Lofl  Princefs. 

It  was  however  printed  with- 
out any  Author's  Name,  nor  can 
I  find  that  it  ever  made  an  Ap- 
pearance on  the  Stage. 

Bodens,  Capt.  Charles."  ■  — 
This  Gentleman  had  a  Commif- 
fion in  the  Foot  Guards,  befides 
which  he  had  the  Honour  of  be- 
ing for  many  Years  one  of  the 
Gentlemen  Uiheis  to  his  late 
Majefty, 
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Mrijefty. He  was  a  Man  of  a 

g.iy  Turn  and  lively  Difpofilion, 
vv'hich  he  indulged  by  the  com- 
posing one  Piece  for  the  Stage, 
which  was  far  from  being  totally 
devoid  of  l\Ierit,  and  yet  did  not 
meet  with  any  very  extraordinary 
Succefs. — It  was  entitled, 

The  R^Kiijh  Couple.     C. 

This  Play  has  been  fmce  cut 
down  into  a  Farce_,  and  afted 
thrL-e  Years  ago  for  lAt,  Tates's 
Benefit,    by  the  Title  of. 

Marriage  a-la-Mode. 

It  has  hot  however  made  It's 
Appearance  in  Print  under  that 
Form. 

BoNoNCTNi,  Sign.  Giovanni, 
— This  Gentleman  was  a  very 
eminent  Compofer  of  M'jfic,  and 
for  fome  Time  divided  the  Opi- 
nions of  the  Cnacfcenti  of  this 
Kingdom  v/ith  Refpeft  to  the 
comparative  Merits  of  himfelf 
and  the  great  liandel,  whfch  gave 
Occafion  for  the  following  Epi- 
gram, faid  to  have  been  written 
by  Dean  Swift. 

Some  fay  that  Signior  Bonondm 

Compas'd  to  HandePs  a  meer 
Ninny  ; 

Others  aver  that  to  him  Hajidel 
»  Is  fcarcely  fit  to  hold  the  Can- 
dle : 

Strange  !  that  fuch  high  Dif- 
putes  ihould  be 

•'Twixt  T'weedleDutn  and  Tivee- 
dle  Dee, 

There  is  one  Opera  publifhed 
with  his  Name  prefixed' to  it, 
entitled, 

Pharnaces.     Ital.  Opera. 

But  whether  the  Words,  or 
only  the  Mufic,  are  his  Compo- 
fition,  I  cannot  pretend  to  deter- 
mine, and  indeed  In  the  general 
the  Language  of  thofe  Pieces, 
written  meerly  for  Mufical  Re- 
prefentation,  is  fo  extremely  pal- 
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try  and  fo  oppofite  to  every  Thing 
that  can  be  deemed  Poetry,  that 
the  greatefr  Compliment  can  be 
paid  to  the  Authors  of  them  is 
to  fulfer  their  Names  to  lie  b.u- 
ried  in  the  Shades  of  Obfcurity. 

Booth,  lAx.  Barton.  —  This 
Gentlema/!;  who  was  an  Author, 
and  ajfo  a  vj'-y  eminent  A6tor, 
v.TiS  defcend"d  from  a  very  ancient 
and  honourable  F/.mjly,  which 
originally  h:.d  a  Settle  tr.ent  in  the 
County  Palatine  of  Lancafter.-^ 
He  was  the  thu'd  Son  of  John 
Booth,  Efqj  who  was  nearly  re- 
lated to  the  Earl  of  Warvingtont 
and  who^  tho'  his  Fortune  was 
not  very  confiderable,  was  ex- 
tremely attentive  to  the  Education 
of  liis  Children. — In  Confequence 
of  this  parental  Care,  he  pat  the 
Subjeft  of  our  prefent  Obferva- 
tions,  as  foon  ashe  arrived  at  the 
Age  of  nine  Years,  to  fVeflwJnr 
fier-^c\ioo\,  where  he  was  firft 
under  the  Tuition  of  the  famous 
Dr.  Bufty,  and  afterwards  ,uni;|e/ 
that  of  his  Succeflbr,  the  no  lefe 

famous   Dr.   fffii^e. -Here   he 

flicw-'d  a  ftrojig  Palhon  for  Learn- 
ing In  general,  and  more  parti- 
cularly for  an  Acquaintance  with  ' 
the  Latin  Poets,  the  fine.ft  ,P3r- 
fages  in  whofe  \Vorks  he  ufed 
with_  great  Pains  and  Liberty  to 
imprint  ia  his  Memony  ;  and  had 
befides  fuch  a  peculiar  Prcpriety 
and  judicious  Emphafis  in, the  Re- 
petition of  them,  allifted  by  .fo 
;fine  a  Tofte  of  Voice,  and  adorn- 
ed with  fuch  a  natural  Graceful- 
nefs  of  Aftion,  as  drew  on  him 
the  Admiration  of  the  whole 
School,  and,  added  to  the  Spri^ht- 
linefs  of  his  Parts  in  general, 
ftrongly  recommended  him  to'the 
Notice  of  his  Mafrer  Dr,  BuJ}?yj 
who  having  himfelf,  when  young, 
obtain 'd  great  Applaufe  In  the 
Performance  of  a  Part  In  the 
Royal  Slave,  a  Play  written  by 
£  C  J  William 
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William  Carttvright,  had  ever  af- 
ter held  theatrical  Accompli.Oi- 
jnents  in  the  higheft  Eilimation. 

In  Cor.fequence  of  this  extra- 
ordinary Talent,  when,  accord- 
ing to  the  Cuftcm  of  the  School, 
a  Lafin  Play  was  to  he  perform- 
ed, Mr.  Booth  was  fixed  upon  for 

the  afSing  the  capital  Part. 

The  Play  happened  to  be  the 
ylttaria,  and  the  Part  sfligned  to 
him  that  of  Pamphilus,  the  young 
Bevil  of  Terence,  in  which  the 
mufical  Sweetnefs  of  his  Voice, 
his  Elegance  of  Deportment,  and 
Gracefulnefs  of  Aflion  drew  the 
univerfal  Applauie  of  all  the 
Spectators ;  and  he  has  himfclf 
confefs'd  that  this  Circumftancc 
was  what  firft  fir'd  his  young 
Breaft  with  theatrical  Ambition. 
—His  Father  intended  him  for 
the  Pulpit,  but  his  Mind  and  In- 
clinations were  now  fo  fixed  on 
the  Stage,  that  when  he  had  ar- 
rived at  the  Age  of  feventeen, 
and  the  Time  approached  when 
he  mull  have  been  taken  from 
School  in  order  to  be  fent  to  the 
Univerfit}',  he  determined  to  run 
any  Rifque  rather  than  enter  on 
a  Courfe  of  Life  fo  unfuitable  to 
the  natural  Vivacity  of  his  Dif- 
pofition  J  and  therefore  becoming 
acquainted  with  one  Mr.  Apbury, 
Manager  of  the  Dublin  Theatre, 
who  was  then  in  London,  proba- 
bly on  the  recruiting  Scheme, 
and  was  very  glad  to  receive  a 
Youth  of  fuch  promifing  Expec- 
tations and  growing  Genius,  he 
immediately  quitted  all  other 
Views,  engaged  himfelf  to  Mr. 
^Jhhury,  ftole  away  from  School, 
and  went  over  to  Ireland  with,  that 
C5entlenrian  in  June  1698. 

His  firft  Appearance  on  the 
Stage  was  in  lie  Part  of  Oroo- 
■noko,  in  which  he  came  off  with 
every  Teftimonial  of  Approbation 
from  the  Audience.— From  this 
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Time  he  continued  daily  impro- 
ving, and  after  two  fuccel'sl'ul 
Campaigns  in  that  Kingdom  ..on- 
ccived  Thoughts  of  returning  to 
his  native  Country,  and  makin;^ 
a  Trial  of  his  Abilities  on  the 
Er.gUJh  Stage. — To  this  End  he 
firit  by  Letters  reconciled  himfelf 
to  his  Friends,  and  then,  as  a 
farther  Step  towards  injuring  his 
Succels,  obtained  a  Recomnjcnda- 
tion  from  Lord  Fitx,harc!i ng  (one 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber 
to  Prince  George  of  DcrTnark)  to 
Mr.  Better  ton,  who,  wiih  great 
Candour  and  Good-Nature,  took 
him  under  his  Care,  and  gave 
him  all  the  AiTiftancc  in  his 
Power. 

The  firft  Part  Mr.  Booth  ap- 
peared in  at  London,  which  was 
in  1701,  was  that  of  Muxiniin, 
in  Lord  Rocbefier^s  Valcrtirian, 
his  Reception  in  which  exceeded 
even  his  mraft  fanguine  Expeda- 
tic:n?,  snd  very  foon  after  his 
Performance  ofylrtaban,  in  Rczve's 
/^nibittovs  Strpmotker,  which  was 
a  new  Tragedy,  eflablifhcd  his 
Reputation  as  fecond  at  kaft  to 
his  great  Liflruftor. — Pyrrbus,  in 
the  Dijlreji  Mother,  was  another 
Part  in  which  he  ft  one  without  a 
Rival. — But  he  v/as  indebted  to  a 
happy  Coincidence  of  Merit  and 
Chance  for  that  Height  of  Fame 
v.hich  he  at  length  attained,  in 
the  Charafter  of  Cato,  as  drawn 
by  Mr.  Addijon,  in  171 2. — For 
this  Play  being  confidered  as  a 
Party  one,  the  Whigs,  in  Favour 
of  whofe  Principles  it  was  appa- 
rently written,  thought  it  their 
Duty  ftrongly  to  fupport  it,  while 
at  the  fame  Time  the  Tories, 
who  had  too  much  Senfe  to  ap- 
pear to  confider  it  as  a  Refieftion 
on  their  Adminiftration,  were 
ftill  more  vehement  in  their  Ap- 
probation of  it,  which  they  car  • 
ried  to  fuch  an  Height,  as  even 
to 


B  O 

to  mjke  a  Co'.Icdion  of  fifty 
Guineas  in  tlic  Boxes  during  tiac 
Time  of  the  Performance,  ani 
prcfent  them  to  Mr.  Eooib, 
with  this  Compliment,  That  it 
was  a  flight  Acknowledgment 
for  his  honejl  Oppofuioi^  to  a  perpe- 
tual Di&ator,  and  his  dying  fo 
bravely  in  the  Cai^fe  of  Liberty  j 
bcfidcs  which  he  had  another 
Prefent  of  an  equal  Sum  from 
the  Managers,  in  Confideration 
of  the  great  Succefs  of  the  Play, 
which  they  attributed  ia  good 
Meafure  to  his  extraordinary  Me- 
rit in  the  Performance  ;  and  cer- 
tain it  is,  that  no  one  fincc  that 
Tim  J  has  ever  equalled  or  even 
nearly  approached  his  Excellence 
in  that  Charafter. 

But  thefe  were  not  the  only 
Advantages  which  were  to  accrue 
to  Mr.  Boath  from  his  Succefs  in 
this  Part  j  for  Lord  Bolingbrokcy 
then  one  of  the  Principal  Secre- 
taries of  State,  in  a  little  Time 
after  procured  a  fpeclal  Licence 
from  Queen  Anne,  recalling  all 
the  former  ones,  and  nominating 
Mr.  Booth  as  joint  Manager  with 
TT'ilks,  Cibbcr  and  Doggct,  none  of 
whom  were  pleafed  at  it,  but  the 
lafl  more  el'pecially  took  fuch 
Dilguft,  as  to  withdraw  himfelf 
from  any  farther  Share  in  the 
Management, 

In  1704,  Mr.  Booth  had  mar- 
ried a  Daughter  of  Sir  William 
Barkham,  of  Norfolk,   Bart,   v.ho 

died  in  171  o,  without  KTue. 

After  her  Death,  he  engaged  in 
an  Amour  with  Mrs.  Mountford, 
who  readily  put  her  whole  For- 
tune, which  v^as  ccnliderable, 
being  not  lefs  than  £  8000,   into 

his  Hands. This  however  he 

very  honourably  returned  to  her, 
when,  on  the  Difcovery  of  her 
Intimacy  with  another  Gentle- 
man,  he  thought  proper  to  break 
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off  his  Connexion  with  her.-  '  •■ 
She  had,  however,  great  Reafcn 
to  repent  of  her  Infidelity  to 
him,  for  her  new  Lover  not  only 
embezzled  and  made  away  with 
all  her  Money,  but  even  treated 
her  in  other  Refpe^ls  extremely 
ill,  and  was  guilty  of  Mcanncffes 
greally  incoi.fiftent  with  the  Title 
of  a  Gentleman, 

Being  now  eftablifhed  in  the 
Management,  he  once  more 
turned  his  Thoughts  towards  Ma- 
trimony, and  in  the  Year  1719, 
un'ted  himfelf  in  that  happy 
State  to  the  celebrated  Mifs  Hefter 
iart  ctv,  a  Woman  of  a  moft 
amiable  Difpofition,  whofe  great 
Merit  as  an  Aclrefs,  added  to  the 
utmoft  Difcretion  and  prudential 
Oeconomy,  had  enabled  her  to 
fave  up  a  confiderable  Fortune, 
which  was  by  no  Means  unac- 
ceptable to  Mr.  Booth,  who^  tho' 
a  Man  that  had  the  flridteft  Re- 
gard to  Juftice  and  Pun£luality 
in  his  Dealings  with  every  one, 
yet  was  not  much  inclined  to  the 
faving  of  Money. 

With  this  valuable  Compa- 
nion, he  continued  in  the  moft 
perfe£l  State  of  domeftic  Happi- 
nefs,  till  the  Year  1727,  when 
he  was  attacked  by  a  violent  Fe« 
ver,  which  lafted  him  for  forty- 
fix  Days  without  Intermiffion  j 
and  altho',  thro'  the  Care  and 
Skill  of  thofe  great  Phyficians 
Dr.  Frie7id  and  Dr.  Eroxholm,  by 
whom  he  was  attended,  he  got 
the  better  of  the  pi  efent  Difor- 
der,  yet  from  that  Time  to  the 
Day  of  his  Death,  which  was  not 
till  fix  Years  after,  his  Health 
was  never  perfectly  re-eftablifhed, 
— Nor  did  he  ever,  during  that  In- 
tepyalj  appear  on  the  Stage,  except- 
ing in  the  Run  of  a  Play  called 
the  Double  Falpood,  brought  ©n 
the  Theatre  by  Mr,  Ihcobald  in 
[C2]  ,72^, 
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1729,  and  aHefted,  but  unjuftly, 
to  be  written  by  Shakefpeare. — la 
this  Piece  he  was  prevailed  en  to 
accept  a  Part  on  the  fifth  Night 
of  it's  Performance,  which  he 
continued  to  a£t  till  the  twelfth, 
■which  was  the  laft  Tin-.e  of  his 
theatrical  Appearance,  altho'  he 
did  not  die  till  the  loth  of  May 
1733,  when  having  been  attack- 
ed by  a  Complication  of  Difor- 
ders,  he  paid  the  laft  Debt  to 
Nature,  leaving  behind  him  no 
IfTue,  but.  only  a  difconfolate 
Widow,  who  immediately  quitted 
the  Stage,  devoting  herfelf  en- 
tirely to  a  private  Life,  and  who 
is  I  believe  ftill  living.— A  Copy 
of  his  Will  may  be  feen  in  the 
London  Magazine  for  1733,  P* 
J26,  in  which  he  ftrongly  tefti- 
fies  his  Efteem  for  this  amiable 
Wofiaan,  and  affigns  his  Reafons 
for  bequeathing  her  the  whole  of 
his  Fortune,  which  he  acknow- 
ledges not  to  be  more  than  two 
thirds  of  what  he  received  from 
iier  on  the  Day  of  Marriage. 

RiE  Charaffei-  as  a  Writer  lins 
rci  been  tfcahlifhed  by  any 
Wciks  of  great  Importance,  yet 
he  was  undoubtedly  a  Man  of 
confiderable  Erudition,  of  good 
ClafHcal  Knowledge,  and  though 
what  he  has  written  are  trivial  in 
Point  of  Bulk  and  Extent,  yet 
they  are  far  from  being  fo  in  Point 
of  Mferit.-— — He  has  left  behind 
him  only  one  dramatic  Piece, 
"U'hich,  tho'  fuccc^ful,  was  his 
only  Attempt  in  that  V/ay. — It 
js  entitled, 

13  I  D  o    ar.d  12.  N  E  A  s.        A 
Mafque. 

With  Refpeft  to  bis  Abilities 
as  an  A£lor,  there  is  furely  no 
great  Occalion  to  expatiate  on 
them,  as  they  have  never  yet  been 
call'd  in  Queftion  ;  the  Applaufe 
of  the  Public  bore  Witnefs  to 
them   in   his   Life  Time  j     the 
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ComrKcndations  of  hi-sCctempo- 
raries  have  handed  them  down  to 
Poftc'ity. — — His  Excellency  lay 
wholly  in  Tragedy,  not  being  a- 
ble  to  endure  fuch  Parts  as  had 
not  ftrcng  Paflion  to  infpire  him. 
— And  even  in  this  Walk  Dig- 
nity, rather  than  Complacency, 
Rage     rather     than     Tcnderncfs 

feemed  to  be  his  ^afte. For  a 

more  particular  Idea  of  him  how- 
ever I  fhall  recommend  to  my 
Readers  the  Defcription  Mr.  Cib~ 
bcr  has  given  of  him  in  his  Apo- 
logy, and  the  admirable  Charac- 
ter drawn  of  him  by  that  excel- 
lent Judge  in  dramatic  Perfec- 
tion, Aaron  Hill.,  Efqj  in  a  poli- 
tical Paper  publifhed  by  him, 
called  the  Prompter^  which,  tho' 
too  long  for  our  inferting  in  this 
Place,,  may  be  feen  at  length  in 
Theoph.  Gibbers  Litres  of  the  Poets, 
and  in  Cbetwood's  Hilary  of  the 
Stage. — His  Charadler  as  a  Man 
w'as  adorned  with  many  amiable 
Qualities,  among  which  a  perfe^ 
Goodnefs  of  Heart,  the  Bafis  of 
every    Virtue    was     rcrharkably 

conipicuousi He   was   a   gay, 

lively,  chearful  Companion,  y*:t 
humble  and  diffident  of  his  own 
Abilities,  by  which  Means  he 
acquir'd  the  Love  and  Efteem  of 
every  one  ;  and  fo  particularly  was 
he  diftinguifhed  and  carefied,  and 
his  Company  fought  by  the  great, 
that  as  Chcttoood  lelatss  of  him, 
akho'  he  kept  no  Equipage  of 
his  own,  not  one  Noblem.an  in 
the  Kingdom  had  fo  many  Sets 
of  Horfes  at  Command  as  he  had. 
— For  at  the  Time  that  the  Pa- 
tentees, jealous  of  his  Merit, 
and  apprehenfive  of  his  Influence 
with  the  Minifiry,  in  order  to 
prevent  his  Application  to  his 
Friends  at  Court,  which  was  then 
kept  at  PFindforf  took  Care  to 
give  him  conflant  Employment- 
in  Londonf  by  giving  out  every 
Night 
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Night  fiich  Plays  as  he  had  prin- 
cipal Parts  in,  yet  even  this  Po- 
licy coulJ  not  avail  them,  as  there 
"w-as  pun£tually  every  Night  the 
Chariut  and  Six  of  fome  NoLIc- 
man  or  other  waiting  for  him  at 
the  Conclufion  of  the  Play, 
which  carried  him  the  twenty 
Miles  in  three  Hours  at  fartheft, 
and  brought  him  back  again  next 
Night,  Time  enough  for  the  Bu- 
fincfs  of  the  Theatre. 

Booth Bv,  Mrs.  Frances.—^ 
This  Gfentlewoman  lived  in  the 
Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  and 
was  related  to  Lady  Ki/c,  ot  liar- 
"jington  in  H'orc^JierJhire,  as  it  ap- 
pears from  fome  PafTagcs  in  the 
Dedication  of  a  dramatic  Piece, 
which  fije  has  addrelTed  to  that 
Lady,  and  which  was  performed 
with  fome  Succefs  at  tiie  Theatre 
P.oyal. — The  Title  of  it  is. 
Marc  ELI  A.  T,  C. 
Bourn K,  Mr.  i;f.',^'«.— This 
Gentleman  was  of  the  Middle 
Tempky  and  has  left  behind  him 
one  Play,  entitled. 

The  Content ::d  Cuckold.     C. 

B 0  Y  »  E ,   Mrs.  EU'siaheth. 

Who  this  Lady  was  I  know  not, 
but  find  her  to  have  been  a  De- 
votee to  the  Mufes,  from  a  dra- 
matic Piece  pubiilhed  under  her 
Name,  entitled, 
Don  Sancho.     Farce. 

B  0  Y  E  R ,    Mr.    Abel. Th Is 

Gcnlleman  was  a  Frenchman,  and 
a   Refugie   to    this    Kingdom   on 

the  Accountof  his  Religion. 

When  here  he  applied  himfelf 
fo  clofely  to  the  Study  of  the 
Englijh  Language,  and  made  fo  ' 
great  Proficiency  in  it,  that  he 
became  an  Author  of  confiderable 
Note  in  it,  being  employed  ia 
the  Writing  of  feveral-  periodical 

End  political  Works. He  was 

for  many  Years  concerned  in, 
and  had  the  principal  Manage- 
ment of,   a  News  Paper,,  called 
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the  PoJ}-Boy.^He  likewlfe  pub- 
iilhed a  Monthly  Work,  entitled. 
The  Political  State  of  Great- 
Bkitain. — He  wrote  a  Life  of 
S^een  Anne,  in  Folio,  v/hich  is 
cfteemed  a  very  good  Chronicle 
of  that  Period  of  the  Englip  Hif- 

tory. But   what  has    rcndcr'd 

him  the  molt  known  and  efta- 
blifhed  his  Name  to  lateft  Pofte- 
rity,  arc  the  very  compleat  Dic- 
tionary and  Grammar  of  the 
French  Language,  which  he  com- 
piled, and  which  have  been,  and 
rtill  are,  erteemed,  the  very  beft  in 
their  Kind. — Yet  all  thefe' Woiks 
would  not  authorize  our  giving 
him  a  Piacc  here,  had  he  not 
enlifted  himfelf  under  the  Stan- 
dard of  tile  Buftcin,  by  writing, 
or  rather  Mannating  from  the 
French  of  M.  de  Racine,  the  Tra- 
gedy of  Jpiigevia.^  Vvhich  he  pub- 
liAed  under  the  Title  of. 

The  Ficlini.  Trag.  Vid.  Vol.  I. 
Appendix. 

It  was  performed  with  fome 
Degree  of  Succefs  at  the  Theatre 
in  Drury  Lane,  and  is  far  from 
being  a  bad  Play  —Nor  can  there 
perhaps  be  a  ftrongcr  Inilance  of 
the  Abilities  of  it's  Author  than 
Succefs  in  fiich  an  Attempt,  fince 
writing  with  any  Degree  of  Cor- 
reftnefs  o-r  Elegance,  even  in 
Profe,  in  a  Language  which  wc 
were  not  born  to  the  Speaking  of, 
is  an  Excellence  not  very  fre- 
quently attained  ;  but  to  prc(e:d 
fo  far  in  the  Perfection  of  it,  as 
to  be  even  fuiTerahle  in  Poetry, 
and  mere  cfp^cially  in  that  of  the 
Drama,  in  which  the  Diftion  and 
Manner  of  Expreflion  require  a 
peculiar  Dignity  and  Force,  and 
in  a  Language  fo  difficuk  lo  at- 
tain the  perfefl  Command  of  a$ 
the  Eng'ifhy,  is  what  has  been,  ve- 
ry feldom  accompliflied  but  in  the 
Inftance  of  the  Gentleman  wc 
are  now  fpeaking  of  5  snd  in- 
[  C  3  j  deed 
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deed  with  Rzgard  to  the  Piece 
itfelf,  it  is  but  Juflice  to  ac- 
knov.'-ledge,  that  notwitiiitsnding 
the  Reftiaint  which  all  Tranfla- 
tion  naturally  undergoes,  and  the 
other  Diladvantages  which  at- 
tended on  it's  Author,  the  Lan- 
guage, tho'  not  perhaps  fo  fub- 
lime  or  poetical,  fo  polifhcd  into 
Poetry  as  that  of  fome  of  our 
Native  Writers,  yet  poO&fied  fo 
great  a  Share  of  Correftnefs,  and 
is  fo  entirely  free  from  any  Gal- 
licifrns,  or  even  the  leaft  Veftige 
cf  the  Foreigner  in  it,  that  it  is 
even  in  that  Refpeft  fuperior  to 
jriany  of  our  Modern  Tragedies, 
(efpecially  thofe  written  about  the 
Time  in  which  thatappear'd)  and 
fuch  as  no  native  EnglJjhman  as  a 
firft  Attenipt  need  be  afliam'd  to 
confefs  himfelf  the  Author  of. — It 
is  hov/ever  remarkable,  thatnot- 
•withfc-nding  the  great  Difficulty 
that  mofl  Foreigners  find  in  the 
acquiring  our  Languages  ;  this  is 
net  the  only  Inftajice  of  their 
having  attained  it  in  great  PeE- 
fedlioi>,  Cnce  we  meet  with  an- 
other Gentleman,  a  Countryman 
cf  our  Author,  who  not  only  at- 
tempted, but  even  repeatedly  fnc- 
ceeded  in  dramatic  vVriting  in  it, 
— This  Gentleman  was  Mi-. Mot- 
.ttitx,  of  whom  I  /hall  make  a  fuller 

Jvlention  hereafter. And  this 

fsems  a  Kind  of  tacit  Proof,  not 
only  of  the  native  Beauty  of  the 
Language  in  itfelf,  and  it's  Apt- 
jiefs  for  the  Purpofes  of  the  Dra- 
ina,  whish  could  tempt  even  Fo-» 
reigners  to  eflay  it's  Powers,  but 
alfo  that  it  is  not  of  fo  difficult  a. 
Cpnftruftion,  nor  of  fo  wild  and 
ungovernable  a  Nature,  fo  hard 
to  reduce  within  the  Limits  of 
grammatical  Rules,  as  it  has  been, 
contended  to  be. 

Boy -LTy  Roger,    Vid.  QjiRE- 
av,  Earl  of  ^_ 
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Brady,  Dr.  —  This  Gentle- 
man was  a  Divine,  and  lived  at 
Richmond  In  Surry,  where  I  ima- 
gine his  Benefice  to  have  been^ 
—This  however  is  all  I  can  ga- 
ther of  him,  excepting  that  he 
wrote  one  Play,  called, 

The  Rape.     T. 

Brandon,    Mr.  Samuel, 

This  Author  wrote  about  the 
latter  Part  of  Queen  En:zabeth''& 
Reign,  but  of  what  Pi  ofeffion  he 
was,  or  what  Rank  he  held  in 
Life,  I  have  not  been  able  to  pro- 
cure any  Information  concerning, 
— Heappearshowevertohavebeen 
poiTefs'd  of  no  fmall  Share  of  "Va- 
nity and  Self-fufficiency,  from. 
the  Italian  Yt'cicht  hasfubjoined 
to  the  only  dramatic  Piece  he 
wrote,  and  which  noiiv/ithfland- 
ing  the  high  Opinions  he,  and 
perhaps  fome  of  his  partial  i'riends 
might  entertain  of  it,  he, was  ne- 
ver able  to  bring  on  the  Sta^e,. 


UAcqua    nen    ttmo   ieW   cternt 

Oblio. 
which  may  thusbeenglihed, 
Ob L I VI 0 N'i  Powers  I  have  tio 

Caufe  to  fear  j 
My    Works  her  Waves  ETER- 

K  A  L  L  Y  fhalljpare. 

The  Title  of  the  Play,,  whioL, 
he  thus  defies  either  Time,  E- 
ternlty,  or  Oblivion  to  eraze  the 
Remembrance  of,  is. 

The  Virtuous  OBanjia.    T.  C. 

Brereton,  Vix. Thomas. ■ 

This  Gentleman  was  the  Son  of 
Major  nomas  Brereton,  of  the 
Queen's  Diagoons,  'in  the  Reign 
of  King  William  111.  and  was  li- 
neally defcended  by  a  younger 
Branch  from  the  very  ancient 
and  noble  Family  of  the  Brere-. 
tons,  of  Brereton  in  Chejhire. — He- 
?,e,c&ived  the  firft  Rudiments  of 
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Learning  at  the  Free-School  at 
Chefter,  from  which  he  was  firft 
removed  to  a  Boarding-School  in 
the  fame  City,  kept  by  one  Mr, 
Dennis,  a  French  Refugie,  and  af- 
terwards to  Brazen-Nofe  College 
in  Oxford,  of  which  he  continued 
a  Member  for  eight  Years,  and 
took  the  Degree  of  Batchelor  of 
Arts.— About  1717,  Sir  Robert 
Walpok,  then  Prime  Minifter, 
and  who  had  fome  FriendOnp  for 
Mr.  BreretoK^s,  Family,  prefented 
him  wirh  a  little  Poflin  the  Cuf- 
toms,  in  which  his  Station  was 
very  agreeable  to  himfelf,  being 
in  the  Fort  of  Chcjier,  his  own 
native  Country. — To  this  then 
he  retired,  but  did  not  long  en- 
joy it.  Death  fnatching  him  away 
in  a  few  Years  after  his  fettling 

there. The    dramatic    Pieces 

which  he  lived  to  finiOi  were 
©niy  two^  and  were  never  acted, 
tiz. 

1.  EsTHKR.     Trag. 

2.  Sir  jchn  Oldcalile.  Trag.. 
The  firft  is  little  more  than  a 

Tranfiatien  of  the  Efiher  of  Ba- 
(r/«f,  and  the  Jaft  a  clofe  Imita- 
tion of  the  Poliiii^e  of  CorneiUe, 
and  indeed  neither  of  them  have 
any  great  Share  of  Merit  in  the 
Execution. — -He  had  however  be- 
gun two  other  Pieces,  the  one  a 
Tragedy,  called, 

Ath.-^liah, 
which  was  to  have  heen  a  Tranf- 
iatien from  B-acine''s  Play  of  that 
Name,  and  the  other  a  Comedy> 
to  which  he  intended  to  have 
given  the  Title  of 

The   Oxford    Ladies,     or    the 
Nobkman. 

Neither  of  thefe  however  did 
fee  live  to  fini<h. 

Breton,  Mr.  Nicholas. — To 
^is  Gentleman  have  both  Jacob 
And  Gildort  attributed. the  Honour 
ai  Authorlbip  iji  Regard  to  an 
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old  dramatic  Piece,  entitled, 
An  Old  Mans  Lejfon,  or  a 
Toung  Matins  Love.  Interl, 
but  one  would  be  apt  to  imagine 
they  neither  of  them  had  icctn 
the  Piece,  and  that  the  latter  had 
implicitly  copied  the  Error 
branch'd  by  the  former,  fmce  in 
the  Preface  Mr.  Breton  acknow- 
ledges himfelf  to  have  been  only 
^the  Editor  of  this  Interlude,  nay,, 
even  declares  that  he  is  wholly 
ignorant  v«ho  the  Author  was. — 
As  fuch  however  I  could  not 
with  Propriety  avoid  inferting  his- 
Name  in  this  Place,  iince  to  him 
the  World  is  at  leaft  obliged  for 
the  Knowledge  of  whatever  Share 
of  Merit  may  be  found  in  the- 
Piece. 

Bi^EVAL,  Capt.  Jchn  Duravt.. 
— This  Gentlemian  was  the  Son 
of  Dr.  Francis  Durant  Brc-val,  one 
of  the  Prebends  of  M'efimi after  and 
Rocheficr. — He  received  a  liberal. 
Education,  the  early  Paits  of 
which  he  was  initiated  into  at 
Weftmiflfier  School. — From  thencs 
he  went  to  the  Univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  wlure  he  was  ekded 
into  Trr/iity  College,  and  obtain- 
ed a  Fellowihip,  which  he 
kept  for  fome  Time  ;  but  whe- 
ther he  found  a  College  Life  too 
confined  and  heavy  for  his  Dif- 
pofitioa,  which  probably  had  a 
more  volatile  Turn,  or  on  what 
other  Account  I  knov/  not,  but 
he  at  length  quitted  the  Uni- 
verfity, and  on  fo  doing,  at- 
tache himfelf  to  the  Charms  of 
a  fcarlct  Coat  and  Cockade,  and, 
obtaining  a  Lieutenant's  Com- 
miOion,  went  into  the  Army.— 
Whether  he  met  with  any  Ad- 
vancement there,  or  at  what 
Time  he  died,   I  have  not  been 

able  to  trace. However,  it  is 

certain,  that  after  the  Period  of- 

ikii  acceptiogthe  Camnwflion,  he 

s»adf 
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made  the  Tour  of  Trance  and 
Ital^,  in  the  Capacity  of  a  fort  of 
travelling  Companion  to  feme 
young  Nobleman,  on  the  Pveturn 
from  which  he  pubiifhed  his  Ob- 
fervations  durilig  his  Journey, 
compiled  into  a  Volume  in  Fo- 
lio.— He  had  moreover  a  poetical 
Turn,  and  v.rcte  three  or  four 
Poems,   which  were  not  efteem- 

cd  bad  ones. He  alfo  brought 

one  dramatic  Piece  en  the  Stage, 
but  which  met  with  no  great 
Succefs,  enljtled, 

The  Plafs  tie  Plot.     C. 

From  it  however  have  been  ex- 
traftcd  the  Subliance  of  two 
Farces,  which  fucceeded  tolera- 
bly well,  w^. 

The  Mock  Frinccfs,  and 

The  StroHen. 

Soon  after  the  Appearance  of 
that  doughty  Pcrform.ance  of  a 
Club  of  V/jt's,  called  Three  Hours 
after  Marriage,  which,  tho'  pub- 
liil^.ed  with  only  Mr.  Gay\  Name 
to  it,  was  undoubtedly  the  joint 
Offspring  of  that  Gentleman, 
Mr.  Pope  and  Dr.  Arbutbnot,  and 
which  met  v;ith  that  Condemna- 
tion from  the  Public  which  it 
juftly  merited,  Capt.  Breval  un- 
der the  aflumed  Name  of  Joseph 
Cay  pubiifhed  a  Satire  on  that 
Piece,   entitled. 

The  Confederates.     A  Farce. 

On  which  Account  Mr.  Pope, 
who  never  could  forgive  the  leall 
Attempt  made  agalnft  his  reigning 
the  unrivaPd  Sovereign  on  the 
Throne  of  Wit,  has  introduced 
this  Gentleman  into  that  poetical 
Pillory  the  Dtmclad,  among  the 
various  Authors  whom  he  has 
fbppofed  Devotees  of  the  Goddefs 
of  Dulkef$. 

Brewer,    Mr.  Anthony.' - 

This  Writer  lived  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Cbarks  I.  and  appears  to 
have  been  held  in  high  Eftima- 
^ioa  by  the  Wits  of  that  Time, 
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as  may  be  more  particularly  ga- 
ther'd  from  an  elegant  Compli- 
ment paid  to  him  in  a  Poem, 
called  Steps  to  ParraJJ'us,  wherein 
he  is  fuppofed  to  have  a  magic 
Power  to  call  the  Mufes  to  his 
Afliftance,  and  is  even  fet  on  an 
Equality  with  the  immortal 
Sbi^kefpeare  himfelf. — There  are 
however  great  Difputes  among 
the  feveral  V/riters  as  to  the 
Number  of  his  Works. — TVin- 
fianlcy  and  Phillies  have  made  him 
Author  of  fix  Plays. — The  Au- 
thor of  the  Britifh  Theatre,  and 
after  him  Mr.  Thccph.  Cibber, 
have  given  hira  the  Credit  of 
three  only. — Langbainc,  faccb  and 
GUdon  allow  him  but  two,  and 
even  of  thofe,  the  firft  of  thel'c 
Authors  feems  to  doubt  the  Au- 
thenticity of  more  than  one. 

To  come  however  to  the  beft 
yud^gmeiit  I  can  colleft,  1  fhali 
firil  mention  the  Pieces  which 
IVinJianley  has  affigned  tohim  and 
which  are  univerfally  rejetSled. — 
Theie  are  the  following  three. 

1.  Landgartha,    T.  C. 

2.  Levels  Dominio7u     Paftoral. 

3.  Levels  Lea Jf  one.      C. 

The  Reafons  for  difallowing  of 
thefe  are  all  fubftantial  Ones.— 
The  firll  being  written  hy  Henry 
Burncllj  Efqj  the  fecond  by  Mr, 
Ikckncc,  and  the  laft,  tho'  printed 
Anonym,  (which  leaves  Scope  for 
the  afcribing  it  to  any  Body)  is 
faid  to  be  a  pofthumous  Work, 
and  only  pubiifhed  by  a  Friend 
of  the  Author  after  his  Deceafe. 
Now  this  being  the  Cafe,  it  is 
impoffible  to  have  beer.  Ere^vert, 
this  poJihi:mcus  Publication  hap- 
pens to  have  been  in.  1630,  five 
and  twenty  Years  earlier  than 
the  Date  of  the  Lcvefiek  King, 
the  only  Piece  which  feems  to 
be  indifputably  given  to  Mr. 
Brewer,  and  ■Ahich  was  firil 
printed  in  410.  1655, 

Tke 
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The  two  Plays,  which  all  tlie 
V/ritevs  in  general  have  iet  down 
to  this  Author,   arc, 

1.  Country  Girl.      C. 

2.  Love-Juk  King.      T.  C. 
Lavgbaim\   Objedion    to   the 

firrt  of  thele  h<t\\Y^,  only  the  Let- 
ters T.  J3.  iii  the  Title  Page, 
■which  might  have  been  only  a 
typographical  Error,  proceeding, 
perhaps,  from  the  Negligence  or 
Carekflnefs  of  the  Printer,  who, 
nut  being  certain  of  the  Author's 
Chriftian  Nam'e,  might  chufe  ra- 
ther the  infcrting  any  Letter  at  a 
Venture,  than  delaying  the  work- 
ing off  the  Sheet  till  he  could 
obtain  a  more  authentic  Infor- 
mation. 

And   now  the   only  Piece   in 
Difpute  is  that,  entitled. 
Lingua. 

This  Langbaine  abfolutely  de- 
nies to  be  Breiver^s,  yet  afligns 
no  oth6r  Reafon  for  fo  doing  but 
his  own  bare  ipfe  dixit,  neither 
does  Winfianley  fliew  any  Caufe 
for  afcribing  it  to  him. — Mr. 
Iheoph,  Cihbei-y  however,  as  well 
as  the  Author  of  the  Britifo  ^e- 
atre^  has  followed  the  Authority 
of  the  latter,  as  has  alfo  Mr. 
Dodjley,  who,  in  the  Courfe  of 
his  Bufmefs  as  a  Bookfeller,  ex- 
clufive  of  his  own  admirable 
Judgment  as  a  Poet,  might  have 
art  Opportunity  of  knowing  better 
than,  either  of  them;  and  who 
has  republifhed  the  Piece  with 
the  Name  of  Anthony  Brewer,  in 
his  Colleaion  of  old  Plays.— To 
this  I  may  add,  that  Probability 
is  alfo  in  it's  Favour,  fmce,  be 
ing  of  a  much  earlier  Date  than 
either  of  the  other  two,  it  is  pub- 
Jifhed  anonymous,  and  may  there- 
fore be  fuppos'd  to  have  been  the 
Author's  firlt  ElTay  in  this  Kind 
of  Writing. 

Be  the  Author,  however,  whojtn 
be  will,    there  is  a  tremarkable 
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Anecdote  recorded  by  WivftdnLy, 
in  Regard  to  the  Piece  itfclf, 
which  points  it  out  to  have  bectl 
in  fome  Meafure  the  innocent 
Caufe  of  thofe  Troubles  which 
diftuibed  the  Peace  of  thefe 
Realms  in  the  Middle  of  the 
17th  Centuvy. — Ke  tells  us,  that 
when  this  Play  \iz%  afted  at 
Cambridge,  Oii<jcr  Cr'et::iv^I  (then 
a  Ycuth)  performed  a  Part  in  it. 
— The  Subfrance  of  the  Piece  is 
a  Ccntenticn  amoiig  the  Senfes 
fcr  a  Crown,  wiiich  LiNCUA 
had  laid  for  tliera  to  find.-^The 
Part  allotted  to  young  Crcm'iu^ll 
was  that  of  Taaiis,  or  Touch, 
who,  having  obtained  the  con- 
tefted  Coronet,  makes  this  fpi- 
rited  Declamation, 

Rofes,  and  Bayi,  pack  hence  !   this 

Croivti  and  Robe, 
My  Broivs,  and  Body,    circles  Hfid 

iwvejis ; 
/few  gallantly  it  fits  m&  l-^Jun  the 

Sia>ue 
Meafur''d  my  Head  that   ivrmght 

this  Coronet.-— 
They  lie  that  Jay,   Completions  can' 

not  change  I 
My  Blood's  ''ennabhd,    and  I  am 

transforrn"  d 
Unto  the  facred  Temper  of  a  King. 
Methinks  I  hear  my  noble  Parajites 
Stiling  me  Cffifar  or  great  Aka- 

andei' 
Licking  my  Test,  See. 

It  is  faid  that  he  felt  the  \vhole 
Part  fo  warmly,  and  more  efpe- 
cially  the  abcve-qucied  Speech, 
that  it  was  what  firft  fired  hig  Soul 
with  Ambition,  and  excited  him, 
from  the  PofTefiion  of  an  imagi- 
nary Crown,  to  ftretch  his  Views 
to  that  of  a  real  one,  for  the  Ac- 
cortiplifhment  of  which  he  was 
contented  to  wade  thro'  Seas  of 
Blood,  and  "  Hiut  the  Gates  of 
"  Mercy  on  Mankind.'^ 

BilOME, 
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Brome,  Alexander. — This  Au- 
thor flouriihed  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  I.  and  was  an  At- 
torney in  the  Lord  Mayor's  Court. 
•—He  was  born  in  1620,  and 
died  yu7ie  30th,  x666. — So  that 
he  hved  thro'  the  who's  of  the 
Civil  Wars  and  the  Pruleftoifhip, 
during  all  which  Time  he  main- 
tain'd  his  Loyalty  untainted, — He 
was  a  warm  Cavalier,  and  tho' 
in  his  Profefiion  of  the  Lav/  he 
could  do  no  Service  to  the  Caule 
he  lov'd,  yet  as  he  was  a  Devotee 
of  the  Mufes,  as  w  ell  as  an  Atten- 
dant on  the  Courts,  he  frequent- 
ly turned  his  Pen  from  the  "filling 
up  of  Writts,  Pleas,  and  Demur- 
rers, to  the  inditing  of  Odes, 
Sonnets  and  Dithyrambs,  in  the 
moft  of  which  he  treated  the 
Round-Heads  with  great  Keen- 
nel's  and  Severity. — In  Ihort  he 
■was  Author  of  much  the  greateft 
Part  of  thofe  Songs  and  Epigrams 
which  were  publiihed  in  Favour 
of  the  Royahlls,  and  againft  the 
Rumpy  as  well  in  Oliver  Crom- 
■weU's  Time  as  during  the  Rebel- 
lion.— Thefe,  together  with  his 
Epiftles  and  Epigrams  tranflated 
from  different  Authors,  were  all 
printed  in  one  Vol.  8vo.  after 
the  Reftoration. — He  alfo  pub- 
liihed a  Verfion  of  Horace,  by 
himfclf  and  other  Hands,  which 
is  very  far  from  a  bad  one. — -He 
left  behind  him  only  one  Dra- 
matic Piece,  which  is  entitled, 

The  Cunning  Lovers.     C. 

The  World  however  is  indebt- 
ed to  him  for  two  Volumes  of 
Richard  Brome  ^  Plays  in  Oftavo, 
many  of  w'lich,  but  for  his  Care 
in  preferving  and  publifhing  them, 
would  in  all  Probability  have  been 
entirely  loft. 

Brome,   Mr,  Richard. — This 

Author  lived    in    the   Reign    of 

King  Charles  \,   and  was   cotem- 

orary  with  Decker j  Ford,  Shirley, 
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Src. — His  Extraclicn  was  mean^ 
he  having  originally  been  no  bet- 
ter than  a  menial  Servant  to  the 
celebrated  Ben  yonfou. — He  wrote 
himfelf  however  into  high  Re- 
pute, as  is  teftified  not  only  by 
various  Commendatory  Verlcs 
written  by  his  Cotemporaries,and 
prefix'd  to  many  of  his  Plays,  bvt 
alfo  by  ibme  Lines  which  his 
quondam  Mafter  addrefs'd  to  him 
on  account  of  his  Comedy  call'd 
the  Northern  Lafs,  in  which, 
altho'  Ben  Jottjon  has  given  Way 
to  that  Kind  of  Vanity  which  is 
perpetually  flarting  forth  in  all 
his  Writings,  and  rcpreknts  him- 
felf as  the  firft  who  had  inllrufted 
the  Age  in  the  comic  La-zvs,  and 
all  the  perfeifl  Arts  of  the  Drama, 
yet  he  pays  great  Commendatioa 
to  Richard  Brome,  by  acknowledg- 
ing that  he  has  made  very  good 
Ufe  of  the  Improvements  he  had 
acquir'd  during  a  long  Appren- 
ticefiiip  under  fo  ikilful  a  Ma- 
fter. 

Brome,  in  Imitation  of  his 
Mafter,  laid  it  down  as  his  firft 
great  point,  to  apply  clofely  to 
the  Study  of  Men  and  Manners. 
— His  Genius  was  entirely  turned 
to  Comedy,  and  therefore  his  pro- 
per Province  was  Obfervation 
more  than  Reading. — His  Plots 
are  all  his  own,  and  are  far  from 
being  ill-condu<fted ;  and  his  Cha- 
radlers,  which  for  the  moft  Part 
are  ftrongly  marked,  were  the 
Offspring  of  his  own  Judgment 
and  Experience,  and  his  clofe 
Attention  to  the  Foibles  of  the 
human  Heart  • — In  a  word,  his 
Plays  in  general  are  good  ones, 
met  with  great  Applaufe  when 
firft  adled,  and,  as  Langbain  in- 
forms us,  were  thought  by  the 
Players  worthy  to  be  revived,  to 
their  own  Profit  and  the  Author's 
Honour,  in  that  critical  Age 
which  he  himfelf  lived  in. — 
Nay 
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Nay  we  h^ve  had  a  Proof  Even 
in  our  own  Time,  of  the  Merit 
of  one  of  his  Comedies,  vyhich 
w  i'ch  a  very  little  Alteration,  has 
been  hvely  revived  and  with  great 
Succcfs,  viz.  the  jovial  CreiUy 
which  for  no  lefs  than  three  Sea- 
(on.  pail  has  brought  crowded 
Audiences  to  the  Theatre-Royal 
in  Coven t  Garden,  at  all  the  fre- 
quent Repetitions  of  its  f\'rform- 
anccs. 

The  Comedies  which  the  Au- 
thor has  left  behind  him  are 
Fifteen  in  Number,  Ten  of  which 
are  coilefted  together,  as  before- 
mentioned,  under  /ilcxander  Brome, 
in  two  Volumes  8vo.  Each  Vo- 
hime  bearing  the  Title  of  Fi'ue 
Net!}  Plays  by  Richard  Brome. — 
The  whole  Lift  of  his  Pieces  is 
as  follows. 

I.   Antipodes.      C. 

1.  Afpa'-a?;ui  Garden.      C, 

3.   City  Wit.     C. 

4..  Covent  Garden  Tf'eedcd,  C. 

t;.   Corfrt  Beggar.     C. 

6.  Datr.'.if^lh.     C. 

7.  EngHjh  Moor.     C. 

8.  Jo'vial  Crciv,     C. 

9.  Lo'vcfick  Court,     C. 

10.  M ad  Couple  ivell  match' d.  C. 

11.  Nciu  Academy.     C. 
I  a.  Ncrthen  Lafs.     C. 

13.  Non-eila.     C. 

14.  S^een  and  Concubine.     C. 
I  5.  Queens  Exchange.     C. 
He  joined    alfo   with   Thomas 

Heywsod,  in  a  Play  called  the 
Lancajhire  fVitches,  of  which  fee 
,  an  Account  in  its  proper  Place. 

Br 00 K,  Sir  Fulk Greville,Lor&. 
— This  Right  Honourable  Au- 
thor was  Son  to  Sir  Fulk  Greville, 
the  Elder,  of  Beauchamp  Court  in 
Warwickjhirey  and  defcended  from 
the  ancient  Family  of  the  Gre- 
vilUi,  who  in  the  Reign  of  Ed- 
ward  the  Illd.  were  feated  at 
Cambden  in  GlouceJlerJhJre.^—lit 
was   born  in   1554,    the  fame 


Year  with  his  Friend  Sir  Philip 
Sidney,  and  received  .his  Educa- 
tion at  Trinity  CoJlcdge  Camlfridge^ 
from  whom,  on  his  Removal  to 
Court,  he  foon  grew  highly  in 
Favour  with  Q^ieen  EHzaheth^ 
nor  continued  Icfs  in  the  Efteem 
of  her  Succefibr  yamcs  I.  who 
at  his  Coronation  created  him 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  m  16 15 
made  him  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  in  the  feventeenth 
Year  of  his  Reign  rais'd  him  to 
the  Rank  of  the  Peerage, with  the 
Title  of  Baron  Brook  of  Beau- 
champ'' s  Court,  and  one  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  Eed-Chamber.— 
He  was  equally  eminent  for  his 
Learning  and  Courage,  in  both 
which  he  greatly  didinguifhed 
himfelf,  and  was  one  of  the  moft 
particular  Intimates  of  the  inge- 
nious Sir  Philip  Sidney,  wiiofe 
Life  prefixed  to  his  celebrated 
Romance  the  Arcadia,  under  the 
Name  of  Philophilippos,  was  writ- 
ten by  this  Gentleman. — Befides 
this  he  wrote  a  Treatife  of  Human 
Learning,  a  Treatife  of  Wars,  and 
an  Inqui/ition  upon  Force  and  Ho- 
nour, all  of  which  are  compos'd 
in  Sejlines,  or  Stanzas  of  fix  Lines 
each,  the  four  firft  of  which  are 
alternate,  and  the  laft  two  rhym- 
ing to  each  other.  His  Title  to 
a  Place  in  this  Work  however  is 
founded  on  two  Dramatic  Pieces 
(both  Tragedies)  which  he  wrote, 
entitled, 

1.  Alaham.     T. 

2.  Muftapha.     T. 

Neither  of  thefe  I  believe  were 
ever  afted,  they  being  written 
ftriftly  after  the  Model  of  the 
Ancients,  with  Cborufesj  &c.  and 
entirely  unfit  for  the  Englifli 
Stage. 

This  amiable  Man  of  Quality 

loft  his  Life  in  a  tragical  Manner 

on  the  30th  of  September  in  the 

Year  16*8,  being  then  74  Years 

of 
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©f  Age,  by  the  Hani^  of  one 
Ha^ii-ood,  who  had  Ipent  the 
greateft'iind  bcft  Part  of  his  Time 
in  his  perfonrJ  Service,  fiir  vvhicii 
not  thinking  himfelf  lufficiently 
rewarot'd,  he  cxpoftulated  with 
his  M after  on  it,  they  two  being 
alone  in  his  Lord  snip's  Bedcham- 
ber in  Brook  Houfe  in  Holhoni, 
(the  Spot  of  Grsund  where  Brook 
Street  now  ftands). — His  Remon- 
ftrances  however  being  probubly 
made  with  too  much  F'crennpto- 
rinefs  and  an  Air  of  Infolence,  he 
received  a  fl:iarp  Rebuke  from  his 
Lordfhip,  which  he  immediately 
returned  by  giving  him  a  mortal 
Stab  in  the  Back,  of  which 
Wound  he  died,  but  whether  in- 
ftantly  or  not,  does  not  appear. — 
The  AfTaflin  how-ever  conceiving 
his  own  Condition  to  be  defperate, 
went  into  another  P.oom,-  and 
having  locked  tlie  Door  fell  on 
his  own  Sword. — Tlius  in  order 
to  evade  the  Sentence  of  the  Law, 
he  became  himfelf  the  Execu- 
tioner of  Juflice,  receiving  from 
his  ovn  Hand  that  Death  which 
otherwife  v/ould  have  been  in- 
filled on  him  by  that  of  the  com- 
mon Hangman. 

Lord  Erook  lies  buried  among 
the  reft  of  his  honourable  An- 
ceftors,  in  Warwick  Church,  un- 
der a  Monument  of  black  and 
white  Marble,  on  the  which  he 
isftil'd, 

Servant  to  Slueen  Elizabeth 

Counfellor  to  King  James, 
ax)d 

Friend  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney. 

He  died  without  Iffue,  having 
never  been  married,  and  -thofe 
who  are  defirous  of  reading  his 
Charadler  more  at  large,  may  be 
further  fatisfied  by  perufing  the 
Account  given  of  him  by  Fuller, 
in  his  Britijh  Worthies  {vid,  War- 
Wiskpircy  p.  127.) 
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Brooke,  Henry,  Efq. — This 
Ger^dcman,  \A\o  is  ftill  living, 
is  a  Native  of  Ireland,  having,  as 
1  have  been  inlorraed,  a  paternal 
Eftaie  in  the  County  of  Ca-van, 
and  is  befides  Barrack  Mafter  of 
Muliingar,  in  the  County  of  M'eji- 
nicatb. — He  ga'n'd  great  Reputa- 
tion as  a  Writer,  by  the  Farmei-^s 
Letters, Yah\{{hcii  in  Ireland,  in  the 
Time  of  the  Rebellion, and  written 
after  the  Manner  of  Dean  Siaift''s 
Drapers  Letters,  w-hich  weie 
uuiverialiy  afcribed  to  him. — His 
greateftApplication  howeverfeems 
to  have  been  to  the  Drama,  for  in 
the  Year  1738,  he  had  his  Tra- 
gedy of  Gujiavus  Vaj'a,  rehearfed 
at  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Drury 
Lane,  the  A£tors  v/ere  all  ready 
in  their  Parts,  and  no  Bar  feem'd 
in  the  Way  to  its  public  Appear- 
ance, wht^n  an  Order  came  from 
the  Lord.Chambsriain  to  prohibit 
It.— He  met  v.-ith  the  fame  111- 
fuccefs  in  Duilin.whh  Regard  to 
an  Opera  call'd  Jack  the  Giant 
Qucller,  brought  on  foon  after 
the  Clofe  of  the  Rebellion,vvhich 
after  the  fuft  Night's  Reprcfenta- 
tion  was  forbidden  by  the  Go- 
vernment to  be  continued. — As 
to  his  firft  pl.iy,  however,  the 
Prohibition  d  d  him  no  Kind  of 
Injuiy,  as  he  was  imraediatcly 
encouraged  to  publifh  it  by  a 
Subfcription,  which  has  been  faid 
to  have  amounted  to  eight  hun- 
dred Pounds. — In  1741.  His  iJI^- 
trayer  of  his  Country  \\^2^^  brought 
on  the  Stage  in  Dicblm,  and  mat 
with  S'jccefs,  and  about  1752, 
at  the  fame  Theatre,  his  Earl  of 
Effsx. — This  lair  Play  however 
having  never  been  printed,  and 
being  I  believe  the  Property  of 
Mr.  Sheridan,  late  Manager  of 
Smock  Alley  Theatre,  when  that 
Gentleman  a<fted  at  Drury  Lane 
in  the  Winter  of  176 1 .  his  Emo- 
luments being  to  arife  from  a 
cer- 
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certain  Proportion  of  the  Profits 
of  the  Houfe  on  thofe  Nights  in 
which  he  performed,  he  was  al- 
lowed a  Right  of  reviving  or  get- 
ing  up  iuch  Plays  as  he  imagined 
wouhi  turn  out  the  moft  to  his 
and  the  Managers  joint  Advan- 
tages.— Among  thofe  which  he 
fix'd  on  as  his  Choice,  was  Mr. 
Brooke's  Earl  of  EJ/ix,  which  be- 
ing licenced  by  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain was  now  brought  on  at 
Drury  Lane,  and  met  with  good 
Succefs. 

Thro'  the  whole  oi  Mr  .Brooke' 5. 
Writings  there  breathes  a  ilrong 
Spirit  of  Liberty,  and  patriotic 
Zeal,  which,  tho'  the  natural 
and  inborn  Principles  of  every 
Subjeft  of  thefe  Realms,  may 
have  fubjecled  them  to  Mifrepre- 
fentation,  and,  what  is  far  from 
an  uncommon  Cafe  render'd  ge- 
neral Sentiment  fufpefted  as  par- 
ticular Refleftion. Yet  thofe 

who  have  the  Pleafure  of  know- 
ing this  Gentleman  perfonally, 
muil  be  fo  well  aflur'd  of  the  In- 
tegrity of  his  Heart,  and  his 
firm  Attachment  to  the  prefent 
happy  Succeflion,  as  Vv'ill  entirely 
clear  him  ft  om  the  fligbteft  Sup- 
pofition  of  any  Intent  to  excite 
Corruption  or  awaken  Difcontent 
by  any  of  his  Writings. 

His  dramatic  Pieces  in  them- 
felves  are  independent  of  thefe 
Kind  of  Confiderations,  tho'  not 
to  be  ranked  in  the  firft  Clafs, 
have  undoubtedly  a  confiderable 
Share  of  Merit. — His  Plots  are 
iagenioufly  laid  and  well  con- 
duced, his  Charafters  not  ill 
drawn,  and  his  Language  bold 
and  nervous ;  tho'  it  muft  be 
acknowledged  in  the  laft  Parti- 
cular the  Author  at  Times  feems 
to  pay  too  little  Regard,  to  the 
Correftnefs  of  Meafure,  to  that 
I  PoUih   which  the  Language  of 
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Tragedy  ought  to  receive  front 
Harmony  of  Numbers. 

His  dramatic  Pieces  are  as  fol- 
low, 

1 .  The  Betrayer  of  his  Country, 

T. — This  was  played  at 
Dublin  uilder  the  Title  of 
the  Earl  of  PFe/imor/avd. 

2.  Earlof  Effex.     T. 

3.  Cujia'vuz   Vaja.     T. — This 

was  as  I  think  (tho'  pro^ 
hitited  in  LoWow,  a6ted  at 
Dublin  by  the  Title  of 
the  Patriot.) 

4.  Jack  the  Giant  feller.     F. 
Brookes,  Mrs.     'J  his  Lady, 

whofe  Maidea  Name  was  Moore, 
is  the  Daughter  and  Wife  of  a 
Clergyman,  and  a  Lady  of  great 
Abilities, — She  has  written  and 
publilhed  one  Play,  which  was 
never  adled,  entitled, 

Virginia.     Trag. 

Brown,  Anthony,  Efq. — This 
Gentleman  was  a  Member  cf  the 
Temple,  and  wrote  a  Play  en- 
titled. 

The  Fatal  Retirement.     T. 

This  Play  was  damn'd,  and  in- 
deed very  defervedly,  there  being 
neither  Plot,  Incident,  or  Lan- 
guage in  it  that  had  by  any  Means 
a  Right  to  recommend  it  to  the 
public  Regard, — Yet  its  Want  of 
Succefs  was  the  Occafion  of  fome 
Infults  being  ihewn  to  an  Aftor 
of  great  Confequence,  whofe  fpi- 
rited  Behaviour  on  the  Circum- 
ftance  may  be  feen  more  at  large 
in  the  Account  of  this  Play  in 
the  former  Part  of  this  Work. 

Browne,  Dr. — This  Gentle- 
man is  a  Clergyman  and  Doftor 
in  Divinity,  and  is  pofi'effed  of 
fome  Church  Preferment  in  the 
Northern  Part  of  this  Kingdom. 
He  has  very  juflly  acquired  a  great 
Reputation  by  fome  of  his  Profe 
Writings,  more  particularly  by 
his  Eftimate  of  the  Manners  of  the 
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Times  ;  and  as  a  Peet,  tho'  he 
cannot  be  confider'd  as  the  firft, 
yet  he  is  undoubtedly  very  far 
from  the  leaft  confiderable  of  oui" 

pvefent   Writers, The    Stage 

ftands  indebted  to  him  for  two 
dramatic  Pieces,  the  Succefs  of 
which  has  been  different,  yet 
has  not  I  think  done  any  great 
Hcnoiir  to  public  Tafre,  fince  his 
Athe'.jiav,  which  I  cannot  help 
thinking  much  the  more  original 
and  better  executed  Piece  oi  the 
two,  has  never  been  pcrfoimed 
fince  the  Seafon  of  its  firft  Ap- 
pearance, while  Barbarojfa,  whofe 
Defign  is  much  too  nearly  ap- 
rr,oaching  to  that  of  Mcrope  and 
ibme  .other  of  our  modern  Tra- 
gedies, ftilj  continues  on  the  Lift 
of  a<fling  Plays, 

His  Tragedies,  as  I  before  ob- 
ferved,  are  only  two,  1//2:. 

1.  Athelstan. 
5;.  Barbarossa. 
Erowke,    Mr.  Mofes.— Who 

this  gentleman  was,  or  .whether 
yet  living  I  kno.w  not,  all  the 
Information  I  can  procure  con- 
cerning him  is,  that  :he  was  Au- 
thor of  two  Pieces,  whicii  were 
both  reprefented  together,  and 
liave  pretty  nearly  an  equal  De- 
,gree  of  Merit.  They  are  en- 
.titled, 

t.  AUh€d£'viVed,     F, 

2.  Polldus.     T. 

The  firft  was  a^Ved  by  way  of 
an  Entertainment  added  to  the 
fecond. — Neither  0/  them  how- 
ever were  performed  at  a  Theatre 
Royal,  or  even  by  regular  Aiflors, 
but  only  by  fome  Gentlemen  of 
the  Aathor's  Acquaintance,  fox 
their  own  Diverfion  and  the  Gra- 
tification of  his  Vanity,  at  a 
Place  v/hich  in  the  Title  Page  is 
called  the  private  Theatre  in  St. 
Albans  Street,  but  this  I  imagine 
to  have  been  nothing  more  than 
JTcns?  School  or  AfTembly  Room 
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fitted  up  for  the  immediate  Oc- 
callon  of  this  Play,  and  other 
Reprefcatations  of  that  Kind. 

BuCKHURST,  Thcmas  Sack' 
'ville,  Lord. — This  noble  Author 
who  from  a  private  Gentleman 
was  before  his  Death  advanced  to 
a  very  high  Rank  both  in  Ho- 
nour, Fame,  and  Fortune,  was 
Son  of  Richard  SackviZ/e,  Efq;  of 
Buckhuif,  in  the  Parifh  of  JVi- 
tbian  in  St/Jfix,  at  which  Place 
our  Author  "was  born  in  the  Year 
1536. — His  Mother's  Name  was 
JVimfrcd,  the  Daughter  of  Sir 
Join  Bruges,    fome  Time  Lord 

Mayor  of  London, ^From  his 

Childhood  he  was  diftingui/hed 
for  a  Livelinefs  of  Wit  and  Man- 
linefs  of  Behaviour. — He  receiv- 
ed the  firll  Part  of  his  Univer- 
fity  Education  at  Hart  Hall  Ox- 
ford, yet  took  no  Degree  there, 
but  removed  to  Can:bridge,  where 
he  did  not  refide  long;  b-^it  had. 
the  Degree  of  Mafter  of  Arts  con- 
ferred on  him, — He  aftenvards 
enter'd  himfelf  a  Student  in  the 
Temple,  and  at  an  early  Time  of 
Life  was  called  to  the  Bar. — Here 
it  was  probably  that  his  Friend- 
ship and  Intimacy  commenc'd 
with  Mr.  Thomas  Norton,  in  Con- 
junftion  with  whom  he  wrote  a 
Tragedy  entitled, 

FirreK  and  forrex,  the  two 
Sons  oiGorboduc,  King  of 
Britain. 

Which  Mr.  T.  Cibber,  in  his 
Life  of  this  Nobleman,  aflerts, 
tho'  I  think  falfely,  to  have  been 
the  firft  Scenes  written  in  Verfe 
in  England)  and  which  was  after- 
wards altered  byhls  Lordihip,  and 
republlflied  under  the  Title  of, 

Gorbcduc,     Trag,  ' 

This  Piece  in  its  original  Form, 
of  which  Mr.  Norton  wrote  the 
three  firft  A£ls,  and  Mr.  Sack- 
•ville  the  two  laft^  was  performed 
by  the  GcBtlemcn  of  the  Inner 
7(mpk 
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Imfilc  at  WLiuball,  before  Q^een 
ElizaL'th,  on  the  tSth  of  Janua- 
ry 1 56 1,  long  before  Shakcfpeare 
appeared  on  the  Stage,  and  when 
Mr.  Sackviile  was  only  in  his 
twenty  fixth  Year. 

Altho'  the  Spn'ghtlinefs  of 
Mr.  Sack-vil/is  Genius  had  thus 
induced  him  to  dedicate  fome  of 
his  Hours  to  Poetry  and  Plea- 
furc,  yet  Hiftory  wa?  his  favorite 
Study,  more  efpecially  that  of  his 
own  Country,  in  Confequence  of 
which  he  had  forstied  a  Defign 
'of  a  Kind  of  Biograpbia  Uluftrium 
Virorilm,  or  the  Lives  of  feveral 
great  Perfonages  in  Verfe,  of 
which  f  me  fnecimens  are  printed 
in  a  Book  publifhed  in  1610. 
called  the  Mir r our  of  Magljlr'aUz^ 
the  Induilion  to  which  is  wholly 
his,  and  is  perhaps  the  eailieft 
Attempt  in  allegorical  Poetry 
that  we  have  extant  in  our  Lan- 
Igage. 

This  Defign  however  Vir. 
Saihv'ilh  had  not  Leifure  or  Op- 
portunity to  purfue,  for  his  great 
Abilities  being  diltinguilhed  at 
Court,  he  was  called  forth  into 
fuch  a  continued  Connexion  with 
public  Affairs,  as  left  him  no 
Time  for  the  Execution  of  any 
of  his  lit!  rary  Plans.  In  the  4th 
and  5lh  Years  of  Queen  Mary 
we  find  his  Name  on  the  Parlia- 
mentajy  Lifts  j  and  in  the  5th  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  Anno  1564, 
when  his  Father  was  elefied 
Knight  of  the  Shire  for  Sujfix, 
he  was  returned  as  one  of  the 
Members  for  Buckir.ghawjhire. — 
Not  long  after  this  however  he 
went  abroad  to  travel,  and  was 
detained  for  fome  Time  Prifoner 
at  Rorre,  but  his  Liberty  being 
procur'd  him,  he  returned  to 
Er.gUnd,  to  take  Pofieffion  of  a 
very  large  Inheritance,  which  by 
his  Father's  Death  in  J566  was 
devoted  to  him, 
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On  his  Return  he  was  knight* 
ed  in  1567,  in  the  Queen's  Pre- 
fence,  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
and  at  the  fame  Time  promoted 
to  the  Dignity  of  the  Peerage  by 
the  Title  of  Baron  Buckbvrji.—. 
His  Lord(hip  was  of  fo  profufe 
a  Temper  that  the'  his  Income 
was  a  very  large  one,  yet  his 
Fondnefs  of  Magnificence  and 
Expence  would  not  permit  him 
to  live  within  it,  and  fometimes 
fubjed:ed  him  to  confiderable  In* 
conveniencies. — The  Queen's  fre- 
quent Admonitions  on  this  Sub- 
jcift,  hov/ever,  at  length  made 
feme  Impre.Tion  on  him,  and  in- 
duced him  to  become  more  care- 
ful of  his  Affjirs. 

In  1573  his  Royal  Mi/lrefs 
fcnt  him  /imbaffador  to  Cbarki 
IX.  King  cf  Iratice,  to  congra- 
tulate that  Prince  on  his  Mar- 
riage with  the  Emperor  Moxt- 
tnil-ani  Daughter,  and  on  other 
important  Affairs  j  where  he  was 
received  and  entertained  with  all  - 
thofe  Honours  which  were  due  to 
his  own  Merit,  and  the  Dignity 
of  his  Sove  e.gn. 

In  1574  we  find  his  Name 
mentioned  as  one  of  the  Peers 
who  fat  on  the  Trial  cf  Xhcmas 
Hoiuard,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  who 
was  condemned  and  executed  for 
being  concerned  in  a  Plot  for  re- 
covering the  Liberty  of  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots,  at  which  Time 
he  was  alfo  in  the  Privy-Council, 
he  was  nominated  one  of  the 
Commiilioners  for  the  Trial  of 
that  unhappy  Queen  herfelf,  and 
tho'  it  dees  not  appear  that  he 
was  prefent  at  her  Condemna- 
tion at  lotheringcy  Caftle,  yet  af- 
ter the  Confirmation  of  her  Sen- 
tence he  was  the  Perfon  made 
Choic?  of  on  Account  of  his  Ad- 
drefs  and  Tendernel's  of  Difpofi- 
tion  to  bear  the  ur.happy  Tidines 
E  D  z  J  to 
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to  her,  and  fee  the  Decree  put  In 
Execution. 

In  1567  he  went  AmbafTador 
to  the  States-General,  to  accom- 
modate Differences  in  Regard  to 
jfome  Remonftrances  they  had 
made  againft  the  Conduit  of  the 
Eari  of  Leicefier. — This  Com- 
iniflion  he  executed  with  the  ut- 
xnoft  Fidelity  and  Honour,  yet 
by  it  he  incurr'd  the  Difpleafure 
of  Lord  Burleigh,  whofe  Influence 
with  the  Qjiieen  occafioned  him 
not  only  to  be  recalled,  but 
confined  to  his  Houfe  for  nine 
Months. — On  the  Death  of  Lord 
I.eicejier  however,  his  Intereft  at 
Court  was  renew'd  ;  he  was  made 
Knight  of  the  Garter,  v/as  one 
of  the  Peers  who  fat  on  the  Trial 
of  the  Earl  of  Anindel,  and  was 
iioined  with  Lord  Burleigh  in  the 
promoting  a  Peace  with  Spain  j 
in  Coijfequence  of  Which  a  Trea- 
ty was  renewed  with  the  States- 
General,  which,  as  Lord  Bur- 
leigh then  lay  fick,was  negotiated 
folely  by  Lo^:d  Buckhc/rjl  ^  where- 
by the  Queen,  befides  other  Ad- 
\ant;iges,  was  eafed  of  a  Charge 
ci'  at  leaft  iao,ooo/.  f>cr  Atmum  5 
which,  according  to  the  Value  of 
Money  then,  v.as  not  much  lefs 
than  equal  to  half  a  Million 
now. 

On  Dec.  lytb  J  591,  be  was, 
in  Confequence  of  feveral  Letters 
from  the  Queen  in  his  Favour, 
defied  Chancellor  0?  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Oxford,  in  Oppofition  to 
the  Earl  of  EJex,  and  incorpo- 
rated  Matter  of  Arts;  and  on- 
Lord  Burleigh's  Death  the  Qn^een 
as  a  juft  Reward  for  his  Merits, 
for  the  Service  he  had  done  ins 
Country,  and  the  vafl  Sums  he 
had  expended,  was  pleafed  to  con- 
ftitute  him  Lord  High  Trea- 
furer. 

In  the  fucceeding  Year  he  was 
Join'd  in  a  Commiflion  with  Sir 
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Thonas  Egcrton  and  Lord  EJ/kx  for 
negotiating  Affairs  with  the  Se- 
nate of  Dejimark. — When  the  laft 
named  Nobleman  and  his  Fadlion 
dlfperfed  Libels  againft  the  Queen 
concerning  the  Affairs  of  Ireland, 
Lord  Bvckhurji  engaged  in  her 
Majefty's  Vindication,  and  when 
at  laft:  that  poor,  mifguided,  raih, 
unhappy  Favorite  was,  Vvith  his 
Friend  Southampton,  brought  to 
Trial,  this  Nobleman  was  con- 
ftituted  Lord  High  Steward  on 
the  Occafion. 

After  the  Death  of  the  Queen, 
her  Succeffor  King  "Jamet  L  who 
had  the  highefl:  Senfe  of  his  Ser- 
vices and  great  Abilities,  even 
before  his  Arrival  in  England,  re  • 
newed  his  Patent  for  Life  as  Lord 
High  Treafurer,  and  in  the  en- 
fuing  Year  created  him  Earl  of 
Dorfet,  and  appointed  him  one  of 
the  CommifTioners  for  executing 
the  Office  of  Earl  Marflial. 

He  did  not  however  very  long 
enjoy  thefe  additional  Honours, 
for  on  ihe  loth  of  April  x6oS, 
he  died  fuddenly,  at  the  Council 
Table  Whitehall,  and  on  the  26th 
of  May  following  was  interr'd 
with  great  Solemnity  at  Wcfimin- 
fter  Abbey,  his  Funeral  Sermon 
being  preached  by  the  famous  Dr. 
Abbot,  at  that  Time  his  Chaplain, 
but  afterwards  Archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, 

The  Suddennefs  of  his  Death 
afforded  feme  little  Grounds  for 
Conjefture  and  Sufpicion,  but 
thofe  were  immediately  put  a 
Stop  to,  when  on  opening  his 
Head,  the  Caufe  of  his  DcceaCe 
was  found  to  be  a  Hydroccph.ilust 
or  little  Bj.gs  of  Water  collefted 
about  the  Brain,  which  by  this 
fudden  burfting  mufl  neceffariiy 
occafion  the  Catafl-rophe  that  fol- 
lowed. 

His  Charafler  as  a  Statefman 

and  a  Man  we  need  not  expatiate 

on, 
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en,  as  the  Chronicles  of  our  own  tho'  himfelf  a  Man  of  Learning-,, 
National  Affairs  during  his  Time  had  not  that  happy  Manner  of 
are  all  lavi/h  in  his  Praife. — As  communicating  his  Knowledge, 
a  Writer,  in  which  Light  how-  whereby  his  Pupil  could  reap  any 
great  Improvement  under  him. — 
In  Confequcnce  of  which,  when 


ever  it  is  probable  he  would  have 
fhone  with  fuperior  Brilliance, 
had  not  Matters  of  much  more 
material  Importance  flopped  his 
Pen,  we  have  but  few  Remains 
left  J  yet,  concerning  what  v.e 
have,  I  cannot  better  guide  the 
Judgment  of  our  Readers  with 
refpe6l  to  them,  than  by  repeat 


he  came  to  part  from  his  Gover- 
nor, after  having  travelled  witfe 
him  into  Fra77ce,  he  quickly  dif- 
covered  in  the  Courfe  of  his  Ccn>- 
verfation  with  Men  of  Genius-, 
that  tho'  he  had  acquired  thepow 
liter  Accom.pli/hments  of  a  Gen- 


ing  the  Charafter   given  of  his    tleman,  yet  that  he  was  il-ill  greatly 
Gorboduc,  by  that  elegant  Writer     deiicient  in  every  Part  of  Litera- 
and  acknowledged  Judge  of  Lite-     ture,    and  thofe  higher  Excellen- 
cies, without  which  it  is  impof- 
fible  to   rife    to  any  confiderabJe 
Degree  of  Eminence. 

Piqued  at  this  Reflexion,  and 
refolved  by  his  own  Application 
to  make  Amends  for  the  Fault 
of  his  Governor,  and  recal  the' 
Time  he  had  ieff,  he  determin- 
ed, tho'  in  the  Height  of  ycuth- 


rature,  Sir  Fhilip  Sidney. — '<  It 
"  is,"  fays  he,  '*  full  of  ftate- 
•'  ly    Speeches , 


well  -  founding 
"  Phrafes,  climbirg  tothe  Height 
*'  of  Saiecas  Stile,  and  as  full  of 
*'  notable  MoraJiry,  which  it  doth 
**  moll:  delightfully  teach,  and  fo 
*'  obtain  the  very  End  of  Po- 
*'  etry." 

From  this  great  Man  is  lineally  ful  Blood,  and  in  PofTei^ioii  of  an 
defcendod  his  Grace  the  prefent  ample  Fortune,  two  ftrong  Al- 
Duke  of  Dor/f/",  whofe  great  Abi-  lurements  to  Diffipation,  to  lay 
hties,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  in-  a  Reftraint  on  his  Appetites  and 
lermediate  Anceftry,  all  of  whom  Paffions,  and  dedicate  for  fome 
have  been  eminent  for  their  great     Time  a  certain  Number  of  Hours 

Virtues,    extraordirary    Talents,    every  Day  to  Study. By  this 

snd  their  Patronage  of  polite  Li-  Means  he  made  an  amazing  Pro- 
terat'.JiT,  befpeak  him  the  genu-  giefs,"  and  very  foon  acqinVd'  a 
ine  Offspring  of  our  illuftrious  Degree  of  Learning,  which  very 
juftly  entitled  him  to  the  Cha 


iSackvJIle. 

Wood  fays,  he  was  buried  at 
Wtthiam  above-mentioned,  but  is 
under  a  miilake. 

EuGK  INGHAM,  Jo}m  Shef- 
field, Duke  of. — This  great  IJo- 


racfler  he  ever  after  maintained^ 
of  a  \'try  fine  Scholar. 

Not  contented:  hov/ever  with 
this  Acquifltion,  biit  as  ea^er  irn 
the  Purfnit  of  Martial  as  of  Li- 


bleman,    whofe     Ch araflcr   was  terary  Glory,   he  again  obtain'd 

confpicuous  in  the  Age  he  lived  a  Maftery  over  even  the  moil  ir- 

in,  in  the  feveral  Capacities  of  a  rcfiftable  of  all  the  Paflions,  and 

Soldier,,  a  Statefman  and  a  Wri-  tho'  engaged  in   an  Attachment 

ter,  was  born  in  the  Year  1645.  of  Love  to   a  Lady,    by  whom 

•—At  nine  Years  of  Age  he  loft  from   his  own  Account,  he  met 

his  Father,  and  his  Mother  mar-  with  an  equal  Return  of  AfFcc- 

rying  again  I'oon  after,  the  Care  tion,  yet  even  this  Tie  could  net: 

cf  his  Education  was  left  entirely  keep   him  at  Home,    when  the 

to  \V%  Coudud  of  a  Gcvsrnor,\Yhp,  Call-  of  Honour-  fummcn'd  himi 

£  D  3;  I  abroad. 
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abroad.— —In  fhort,  he  enterM 
himfelf  a  Volunteer  with  the 
Eai-l  of  OJfory,  in  the  fecond 
Dutch  War,  and  was  prefent  in 
that  famous  and  bloody  Naval 
Engagement  at  Soldbayy  where  the 
Duke  of  Tcrk,  afterwards  "James 

II.  commanded  as  Admiral. 

And  tho'  this  was  at  a  Time  of 
Life  when  moft  young  Gentle- 
men are  fcarcely  out  of  the  Hands 
of  their  Dancing  Mafters,  our 
youthful  Hero  exerted  fo  much 
Gallantry  of  Behaviour,  that  he 
was  immediately-agpointed  Com- 
inander  of  the  Royal,  Catharine,  a 
fecond  Rate  Man  of  War. 

After  this  our  Author  made  a 
Campaign  in  the  Fr-^nch  Sen'ice, 
and  when  Tangier  was  in  Danger 
of  being  taken  by  the  Moors,  he 
was,  in  Confequence  of  his  own 
Offer  to  head  the  Forces  which 
were  to  defend  it,  appointed 
Commander  of  them. — He  was 
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feem'd  not  inclinable  to  difcois- 
rage. 

Be  the  Caufe  what  It  would, 
hows'^er,  it  is  apparent  that  it 
was  intended  Lord  Mii'grave 
fiiould  be  loft  in  the  Paffage  ;  a 
VefTel  being  provided  to  carry  him 
over,  which  had  been  fent  Home 
as  unferviceable,  and  was  in  fo 
fhatter'd  a  Condition,  that  the 
Captain  of  her  declar'd  he  was 
afraid  to  make  the  Voyage. — On 
this  his  Lordfhip  applied  not  only 
to  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  but 
to  the  King  himfelf. — ThefcRe- 
monflrances,  however,  were  in 
vain  ;  no  Redrefs  was  to  be  had, 
and  the  Earl,  who  faw  the  1  rap 
laid  for  him  by  his  Enemies,  v/as 
compelled  to  throw  himfelf  into 
almoft  inevitable  Danger,  to  a- 
void  the  Imputation  of  Cov/ar- 
dice,  which  of  all  others  he  had 
the  greateft  Deteftation  of. — He 
however  diiTuaded  feveral  Volun- 


then    Earl  of  Mulgra-ve,    one  of    teers  of  Quality  from  accompany- 


the  Lords  of  the  Bed-Cbamberto 
King  Cbarlts  II.  and  had  been, 
on  the  28th  of  May  1674,  in- 
ftalled  Knight  of  the  Garter. — 
But  now  a  mcft  wicked  Machi- 
nation againft  his  Life  was  con- 
certed at  Court,  in  which  the 
King  himfelf  has  been  f.»ipe£led 
io  have  afted  a  very  principal 
Part,  and  for  v/hich  Hiftorians 
aflign  different  Caufes. — Some  of 
the  Writers  have  imagined  that 
the  King  had  difcovered  an  In- 
trigue betv/een  Lord  Mulgrave 
and  one  of  his  own  Miftreffes, 
and  wa&  therefore  determined  to 
put  his  Rival  out  of  the  Way  at 
any  Rate. — But  Mrs.  Manley,  in 
her  Atalantis,  and  Mr.  Boyer  in 
his  Hiftory  of  Queen  Anne,  attri- 
butes it  to  the  Difcovery  of  cer- 
tain Overtures  towards  Marriage, 
which  this  Nobleman  was  bold 
enough  to  make  to  the  Princefs 
AnnSf    aad   which    ihe   herfelf 


ing  him  in  the  Expedition  ;  only 
the  Earl  of  Plymouth,  the  King's 
natural  Son,  piqued  himfelf  on 
running  the  fame  Hazard  with  a 
Man,  who,  in  fpite  of  the  ill 
Treatment  he  met  with  from  the 
Miniftry,  could  fo  valiantly  brave 
every  Danger  in  the  Service  of 
his  Father. 

Providence,  hov/evcr,  defeated 
this  malicious  Scheme,  by  giving 
them  remarkably  fine  Weather 
thro'  the  whole  Voyage,  which, 
lafted  three  Weeks,  at  the  Ter- 
mination of  which,  by  the  Aflift- 
ance  of  pumping  the  whole  Time 
to  difcharge  the  Water,  which 
leaked  in  very  fafl,   thev  airlved 

fafe  at  Tangier. And  perhaps 

there  cannot  be  a  more  ftriking 
Inftance  of  innate  Firjfjnefs  and 
Magnanimity  than  in  the  Beha- 
viour of  this  Nobleman  during 
the  Voyage. — For  though  he  was 
fully  convinced  of   the  hourly 
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Dangers  they  were  in,  yet  was  his    fulted  by  the   Populace  at  Fe-uer, 

Mind  fo    calm   and   undifturbed,   Jham  in  Kent. 

When  the  Revolution  was 
brought  aboutj  Lord  Mulgrave 
was  guilty  of  no  mean  Compli- 
ances to  King  William,  and  the* 
he  voted  and  gave  his  Reafcns 
ftrongly  in  Parliament  for  the 
Prince  of  Orange's  being  pro- 
claimed King,  together  with  the 
Princefs  his  Wife,  and  afterwards 
went  to  Court  to  pay  his  Ad- 
drefTes,  where  he  was  very  gra- 
cioufly  received,  yet  he  accepted 
of  no  Poft  under  that  Govern- 
ment till  fome  Years  afterwards. 
In  the  latter  Part  of  King //^V/- 


that  he  even  indulged  his  Paflion 
for  the  Mufes  amidft  the  Tumults 
of  the  tempeftuous  Elements,  and 
during  this  Voyage,  compos'd  a 
Poem,  which  is  to  be  m,et  with 
among  his  other  Works. 

The  Confequence  of  this  Expe- 
dition was  the  Retreat  of  the 
Moors,    and    the   blowing   up    of 

Tangier. On  his  Return,  the 

King  becoming  appeafed,  and  the 
Earl  forgetting  the  ill  Offices 
done  him,  a  mutual  Reconcilia- 
tion enfued,  and  he  enjoyed  his 
Majefty's  Favour  to  the  laft. 

During  the  fhort  Reign  of 
"King  yamts  II.  he  held  feveral 
cortfideiable  Pcfts,  particularly 
that  of  Governor  of  Hull,  in 
which  he  fucceeded  the  degraded 
Dui-ce  of  MoTimoiih,  and  the  high 
Office  of  Lord  Chamberlain, 
which,  altho'  latterly  that  Mo- 
narch grew  cooler  tov/ards  him 
'on  Account  of  the  zealous  and 
honeft  Remoi)ftrances  he  fre- 
quently made  to  him  againft  thofe 
Meafures  by  which  he  afterv/ards 
ioft  the  Crown,  yet  he  did  not 
think  proper  to  take  from  him. 
—His  Lordfhip  was  no  Friend  to, 
cr  Promoter  of,  the  Revolution  j 
and  when  King  James,  in  Oppo- 
fition  to  that  Nobleman's  Advice 
and  that  of  others  of  his  Friends, 
did  quit  the  Kingdom,  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  one  of  the 
Lords  who  wrote  fuch  Letters  to 
■  the  Fleet,  the  Army  and  all  the 
'  confiderable  Garrifons  in  Eng- 
land, as  perfuaded  them  to  conti- 
nue in  proper  Order  and  Subjec- 
tion.— To  his  Humanity,  Direc- 
'  tion  and  fpirited  Behaviour  in 
'  Council  alfo,  his  Majefty  flood 
indebted  for  the  Proteftion  he 
'  ©btained  from  the  Lords  in  Lon- 
don^ upon  his  being  feiz'd  and  ia- 


Reign,  however,  he 
joyed  feveral  high  Offices,  and  on 
the  Acceffion  of  Queen  Anney 
that  Princefs,  who  had  ever  had 
a  great  Regard  for  him,  loaded 
him  with  Employments  and  Dig- 
nities.— In  April  1702,  he  was- 
fworn  Lord  Privy  Seal,  made  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Cuftos  Rotulorum 
for  the  North  Riding  of  Tork- 
pire,  and  one  of  the  Governors 
of  the  Charter  kcufe,  and  the  fame, 
Year  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Commiffioners  to  treat  of  an  U- 
nion  between  England  and  Scot- 
land.  On  the  9th  of  Marcb^ 

1703,  he  was  created  Duke  of 
Normanby  (of  which  he  had  been 
made  Marquis  by  King  William) 
and  on  the  igth  of  the  fame 
Month  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

In  the  Year  1712,  the  Whig 
Miniftry  beginning  to  giveGround, 
and  his  Grace,  who  was  ftrongly 
attached  to  Tory  Principles,  join- 
ed with  Mr.  Harley,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Oxford,  in  fuch  Meafures 
as  brought  about  a  Change  in  the 
Miniftry,  fhook  the  Power  of  the 
Duke  and  Dutchefs  of  Marlbo^ 
rough,  and  introduced  Mv.Harky^ 
the  Earl  of  Shrew/bury,  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke^  &c,  into  the  Admini- 
ilratioii* 
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firation.— Her  Majefly  row.  of- 
fer'd  to  make  him  Chancellor, 
which  he  refafed,  but  in  171  x, 
was  appointed  Steward  of  her 
Majefty's  Houfhold,  and  Prefident 
of  the  Council,  and  on  her  De- 
ceafe  in  1713?  was  nominated 
one  of  thr-  Lords  Juftices  in  Great 
Britain,  till  the  Arrival  of  King 
George  I.  from  Han<n)er. 

His  Grace  died  on  the  a4th  of 
Tebruary  1720,  in  the  75th  Year 
of  his  Age,  and  aft«-r  lying  in 
State  for  fome  Days  at  Buckingham 
Houfe,  was  interr'd  with  great 
Solemnity  in  Wefimiv.fler- Abbey, 
where  a  handfome  Monument  has 
fmce  been  erefted  to  his  Memory, 
with  an  Epitaph  written  byhim.- 
felf,  and  direiSed  by  his  Will  to- 
be  engraved  on  it. — He  left  OHiy 
one  legitimate  Son  behind  him> 
rnmed  Edmund,  but  that  young 
Nobleman  dyi-^o^in  the  very  Bloom 
of  Youth,  wita  him  the  Titles 
of  the  Sbcgicld  Family  expired. 

His  Grace's  Valour  was  on 
many  Occafions  fufficiently  pro- 
ved, nor  were  his  other  Abilities 
confined  to  Letters  only,  and  the 
Encouragement  of  Learning,  for 
by  the  Accounts  given  of  him  by 
all  his  Biographers,  he  appears  to 
have  been  a  moft  accompliHied 
Nobleman,  whether  we  view  him 
in  the  Light  of  an  excellent  Poet, 
a  fliining  Orator,  a:  polite  Cour- 
tier, or  a  confummateStatefman. 
i—But  as  Talents  fo  fuperior,  and 
a  Difpofition  fo  er.terprizing  as 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham\  never 
fail  to  excite  Envy  and  Malevo- 
lence, it  is  not  to  be  wondei-'dat 
that  his  Charafter  fhould  have 
been  attacked  w.th  Severity  by 
fome  of  his  Enemies. — The  prin- 
cipal Faults  they  bave  laid  to  his 
Charge  are  Avarice,  Pnde  and 
Ill-Nature. — As  to  the  firft,  ev^ry 
one  who  is  in  the  ieaft  acquainted 
\Yith  tha  huraaa  Hsartj  siuft  be 
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perfc(?Hy  convinced  that  Cove- 
toufnefs  is  abfolutely  incompati- 
ble with  Indolence,  and  yet  it  is 
well  known  that  his  Grace  loft 
very  confiderably  for  a  Courfe  of 
forty  Years  together,  from  his 
not  taking  the  Pains  to  vifit  thofe 
Eftates.  he  poflcfled  at  fome  Dif- 
tance  from  LorJon, — And  as  to 
the  latter  Part  of  the  Accufation, 
thofe  who  were  moft  intimate 
v/ith  him  have  declar'd  him  to  be 
of  a  tender  companionate  Difp-o- 
fition. — He  is  indeed  allowed  to- 
have  been  pafiionate,  but  when 
his  Rage  fubfided,  his  Concern 
for  haviag  given  Way  to  that  In- 
firmity, ever  teftified  itfelf  in  pe- 
culiar Afts  of  Kindnefs  and  Be- 
neficence towards  thofe  on  whom 
his  PaiTion  had  vented  itfelf.— 
An  intrepid  Magnanimity  and 
Perfeverance  in  whatever  he  un- 
dertook, feems  to  have  been  his 
ftrongeft  Charp.fteriftic,  and  al- 
tho'  a  natural  Gaiety  of  Difpofi- 
tion,  back'd  by  Affluence  of  For- 
tune, led  him  into  fome  A£ls  of 
Libertinifm  in  his  Youth,  efpe- 
cially  with  Regard  to  the  Fair 
Sex,  which  in  the  latter  Fart  of 
his  Life  he  frequently  exprefied 
Concern  for,  yet  over  his  Paf- 
fions  he  feems  to  have  had  the 
ftrongeft  Command,  whenever 
Motives  of  gi-eater  Importance 
called  on  him  to  lay  a  Reftraint 
upon  them. 

With  Refpeft  to  Genius  and 
thofe  Talents  which,  were  adapt- 
ed to  the  polite  Artr,  it  is  evident 
from  his  Works  that  he  poflefTed: 

them  in  an  eminent  Degree. • 

He  was  perhaps  one  of  ,the  moft- 
elegaat  Pr,ofe  Writers  of  his 
Time,  and, is  ijsferior  to  few  even 
in  the  fublime  Flights  of  Poetry, 
— He  has  left  behind  him  two 
dramatic  Pieces,,  which,  though 
never  atled,  were  intended  foi^ 
the.  Stage^  and  to  be  perfornr.ed. 
aft  £2 


-B  U 

after  the  Manner  of  the  An- 
cients,   with    mufical    Chorufies 

between  the  A6ls. They   are 

both  taken  from  the  Tragedy  of 
"JallusCeefar,  as  written  by  Shake- 
Jpeare,  but  great  Alterations  made 

in  them  by  our  Author. The 

^Titles  Of  them  are, 

The  Death  c/"  Marcus  Bru- 
tus.    Trag. 

Julius  Cj5:sar.     Trag. 

Buckingham,  George  Vil- 
licrs,  Duke  of. — This  ingenious 
and  witty  Nobleman ,  whofe 
mingled  Charadler  rendered  him 
at  once  the  Ornament  and  Dif- 
grace,  the  Envy  and  Ridicule  of 
the  Court  he  lived  in,  was  Son 
to  that  famous  Statefman  and  Fa- 
vourite of  King  CharUi  I.  who 
loft  his  Life  by  the  Hands  of 
Lieutenant  Felton. — Our  Author 
was  born  at  Wallingford  Houfe, 
in  the  Parifh  of  St.  Martins  in 
the  Fields,  on  the  30th  of  yan, 
1627,  which  being  but  the  Year 
before  the  fatal  Cataftrophe  of 
liiis  Father's  Death,  the  young 
Duke  was  left  a  perfeft  Infant ; 
a  Circumftance  which  is  fre- 
quently prejudicial  to  the  Morals 
of  Men  born  to  high  Rank  and 

Affluence    of  Fortune. The 

early  Parts  of  his  Education  he 
received  from  various  domeftic 
Tutors,  after  which  he  was  fent 
to  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
where  having  conjpleated  a  Courfe 
of  Studies,  he,  Vvith  his  Brother 
Lord  Francis,  went  abroad,  un- 
der the  Care  of  one  Mr.  Aylejhu- 

ry. Upon  his  Return,   which 

was  not  till  after  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  Wars,  the  King 
being  at  Oxford,  his  Giace  re- 
pair'd  thither,  was  prefented  to 
his  Majefty,  and  entered  of  Chriji 
Church  College. — Upon  the  De- 
cline of  the  King's  Caufe,  he  at- 
tended Prince  Charles  into  Scot- 
Jand>  and  w^s  with  him  at  the 
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Buttle  of  Worctjier  in  1651,  after 
whicli,  making  his  Efcape  be- 
yond Sea,  he  again  joined  him, 
and  was  foon  after,  as  a  Reward 
for  this  Attachment,  made  Knight 
of  the  Garter. 

Defirous,  however,  of  retriev- 
ing his  Affairs,  he  came  pri- 
vately to  England,  and  in  1 6  57 
married  Mar-^,  the  Daughter  and 
foSe  Heirefs  of  Thomas  Lord  Fair- 
fax, thro'  whole  Intereft  he  re- 
"cover'd  the  g'-eateft  Part  of  the 
Eftate  he  had  loft,  and  the  Affu- 
rance  of  fucceeding  to  an  Accu- 
mulation of  Wealth  in  the  Right 
of  his  Wife. 

\Ve  do  not  find  however  that 
this  Step  loft  him  the  Royal  Fa- 
vour, for,  after  the  Reftoration, 
at  which  Time  he  is  faid  to  have 
poffefs'd  an  Eftate  of  twenty 
thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum,  he 
was  made  one  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Bed-Chamber,  called  to  the  Pri- 
vy Council,  and  appointed  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Torkjhire,  and  Maf- 
ter  of  the  Horfe. — Ail  thefe  high 
Pofts  however  he  ioft  again  in 
the  Year  1666. — For  having  been 
refus'd  the  Poft  of  Prefident  of 
the  North,  he  became  difafteded 
to  the  King,  and  it  was  difcover- 
ed  that  he  had  carried  on  a  fecret 
Correfpondence  by  Letters  and  0- 
ther  Tranfailions  with  one  Dr. 
Hey  don  (a  Man  of  no  Kind  of 
Confequence,  but  well  fitted  to 
be  made  the  Implement  of  any 
Kind  of  Bufinefs)  tending  to  raife 
Mutinies  among  his  Majefty's 
Forces,  particularly  in  the  Navy, 
to  ftir  up  Sedition  among  the 
People,  and  even  to  engage  Per- 
fons  in  a  Confpiracy  for  the  feiz- 
ing  the  Toxver  of  Lofidon, — Nay> 
to  fuch  bafe  Lengths  had  he  pro- 
ceeded, as  even  to  have  given 
Money  to  Villains  to  put  on 
Jackets,  and,  perfonating  Seamen, 
to  go  about  the  Country  begging, 
and 
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and  exclaiming  for  Want  of  Pay, 
while  the  People  opp refs'd  with 
Taxes  were  cheattd  cf  their  Mo- 
ney by  the  great  Officers  of  the 
Crown, — Matters  were  ripe  for 
Execution,  and  an  Infuiredion, 
at  the  Head  of  which  the  Duke 
was  openly  to  have  appeared,  on 
the  very  Eve  of  breaking  out,  when 
k  was  difcover'd  by  Means  of 
feme  Agents  whom  Heydon  had 
employed  to  carry  Letters  to  the 
Duke. — The  Detedlion  of  this 
Affair  fo  exafperated  the  King, 
vbo  knew  Buckingham  to  be  ca- 
pable of  the  blacked  Defigns,  that 
he  immedistely  order'd  him  to  be 
feiz'd,  but  the  Duke  finding 
Means,  having  defended  his  Houfe 
foi  fomeTime  by  Force,  to  make 
his  Efcape,  hiS  Majefty  ftruck 
him  out  of  all  his  Commiffions, 
and  iflued  out  a  Proclamation, 
requiring  his  Surrender  by  a  cer- 
tain Day. 

This  Storm,  however,  did  not 
long  hang  over  his  Head  j  for  on 
his  making  an  humble  Submif- 
iion.  King  Charles,  who  was  far 
from  being  of  an  implacable 
Temper,  took  him  again  into 
Favour,  and  the  very  next  Year 
reftor'd  him  both  to  the  Privy- 
Council  and  Bed- Chamber. — But 
the  Duke's  Difpofition  for  In- 
trigue and  Machination  could  not 
long  lie  idle,  for  having  conceiv- 
ed a  Refentment  againfl  the  Duke 
of  Onncnd,  for  having  adled  with 
feme  Severity  againft  him  in  Re- 
gard to  the  laft-mentioned  Af- 
fair, he,  in  1670,  was  fuppofed 
to  be  concerned  in  an  A.ttempt 
inade  on  that  Nobleman's  Life  by 
t^e  fame  Bloody  who  afterwards 
endeavour'd  to  fteal  the  Crown. 
—Their  Defign  was  to  have  con- 
veyed the  Duke  to  Tyburn,  and 
there  have  hanged  him  j  and  fo 
far  did  they  proceed  towards  the 
pucting  it  inExgcaUQn,  that  Bkod 


and  his  Son  had  aftually  forced 
the  Duke  out  of  his  Coach  in  St. 
Jameii  Street,  and  carried  him 
away  beyond  Dcvonjhire  Houfe, 
PiccjidiHy,  before  he  was  refcued 
from  them. 

That  there  muft  have  been  the 
flrongeft  Reafons  for  fufpeding 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham  of  hav- 
ing been  a  Party  in  this  villain- 
ous  Projeft,  is  apparent  from  a 
Story  Mr.  Carte  rtlalt s  from  the 
beft  Autbcrity  in  his  Life  of  the 
Duke  of  Qj-mondf  of  the  public 
Refentment  and  open  Menaces 
thrown  out  to  the  Duke  on  xht 
Occaticn,  by  the  Earl  of  OJforyf 
the  Duke  of  Ormord''s  Son,  even 
in  the  /I^refence  of  the  King  him- 
felf.— But  as  Clarlesll.  likemoft 
other  fvien.  Was  more  fenfible  of 
Injuries  done  to  himfelf  than  o- 
thers,  it  does  not  appear,  that  this 
Tranfaftion  hurt  the  Duke's  In- 
tereft  at  Court,  for  in  1671  he 
was  inftalled  Chancellor  of  th« 
Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  and  fent 
Ambaflador  to  France '^  where  he 
was  very  nobly  entertained  by 
Le^is  XIV.  and  prefented  by 
that  Monarch  at  his  Departure 
with  a  Sword  and  Belt  fet  with 
Jewels,  to  the  Value  of  forty 
thoufand  Piftoles ;  and  the  next 
Year  he  was  employed  in  a  fe- 
cond  Embafiy  to  that  King  at 
Utrecht.  — —  However,  in  Jure 
l(>1^,  he  refigned  the  Chancel- 
lorfhip  of  Cambridge,  and  about 
the  fame  Tim-e  became  a  zealous 
Partizan  and  Favourer  of  the 
NonconformilTs. —  On  the  i6th 
of  Feb.  1676,  his  Grace,  with 
the  Earls  of  Salijlury  and  Sbaftcf- 
bury  and  Lord  Wharton,  were 
comnritted  to  the  To'wer  by  Or- 
der of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  for  a 
Contempt,  in  refufing  to  retraifl 
the  Purport  of  a  Speech  which 
the  Duke  had  made  concerning  a 
DifTolution  cf  the  Parliament. — . 
This 
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*rhls  Confiacmentdid  not,  Ifup- 
pofe,  laftlong,  yet  I  find  no  ma- 
terial Tranfa<.^ions  of  this  Noble- 
ma  a's  Life  recorded  after  it,  till 
the  Time  of  !iis  Death,  which 
happened  on  the  i6th  of  j^^pril 
1687. — JVcod  iclh  Xi%  that  he  died 
at  his  Koufe  in  Tirk/kire  j  but 
Mr.  Pepc,  who  muft  certainly 
have  had  very  good  Information, 
and  it  is  to  be  imagined  would 
not  have  dared  to  advance  an  in- 
jurious FalCiood  of  a  Perfon  of 
his  Rank,  has,  ia  his  Epiftle  to 
Lord  Batburjiy  given  us  a  moft 
afFefling  Account  of  the  Death  of 
this  ill-ftarr'd  Nobleman,  who, 
after  having  been  Mafter  of  near 
fifty  thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum, 
he  defcribes  as  reduced  to  the 
deepeft  Diftrefs  by  his  Vice  and 
Extravagance,  ^nd  breathing  his 
laft  Moments  in  a  mean  Apart- 
ment at  an  Inn. — Be  this  parti- 
cular Circumftance,  however,  as 
it  will,  it  is  certain  that  he  had 
•greatly  reduced  his  Fortune  before 
his  Death,  and  that  his  natural 
Turn  for  Gallantry  and  Diffipa- 
tion,  encouraged  and  fupported 
by  the  Fafhion  of  the  Age,  and 
the  Countenance  that  Vice  of  all 
Kinds  met  with  at  Court,  threw 
him  into  Expences  that  would 
have  been,  as  Shakefpeare  fays, 
*'  enough  toprefi  a  Royal  Merchant 
*'  dotvn.'^ 

As  to  his  perfonal  Charafter, 
it  is  impoflible  to  fay  any  Thing 
in  it's  Vindication,  for  the'  his 
fevereft  Enemies  acknowledge 
him  to  have  poflefs'd  great  Vi- 
vacity and  a  Quicknefs  of  Parts 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  Purpofes 
■of  Ridicule,  yet  his  warmeft  Ad- 
vocates have  never  attributed  to 
him  a  fingle  Virtue.— His  Gene- 
Tofity  was  Profufenefs,  his  Wit 
Malevolence,  the  Gratification  of 
his  Paflioas  his  ibleAim  through 
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Life,  his  very  Talents  Caprlcf, 
and  even  his  Gallantry  the  meer 
Love  of  Pleafure. — But  it  is  im- 
pomble  to  draw  his  Charadcr 
with  equal  Beauty,  or  with  more 
Juftice  than  in  that  given  of  hitn 
by  Dry  den,  in  h  is  AbfJhm  and  Acki^ 
tophel,  under  the  Name  of  Zimri^ 
v/hich  i3  too  well  knov/n  to  au- 
thorize my  inferting  it  here,  anj 
to  which  therefore  I  fhall  refer 
my  Readers. 

How  greatly  is  it  to  be  lament- 
ed that  fuch  Abilities  /hould  have 
been  fo  fhamefully  mifapplied.— 
For  to  fum  up  his  Charafter  at 
once,  if  he  appears  inferior  to 
his  Father  as  a  Statefman,  he 
was  certainly  fuperior  to  him  as  a 
V/it,  and  wanted  only  Applica- 
tion and  Steadinefs  to  have  made 
as  confpicuous  a  Figure  in  the 
Senate  and  the  Cabinet  as  he  did 
in  the  Drawing-Room. — But  his 
Love  of  Pleafure  was  fo  immo- 
derate, and  his  Eagernefs  in  the 
Purfuitof  it  fo  ungovernable,  that 
they  were  perpetual  Bars  againft 
the  Execution  of  even  any  Plan 
he  might  have  formed  folid  or 
praife-worthy. — In  Confequence 
of  which,  with  the  PofTefiion  of 
a  Fortune  that  might  have  enabled 
him  to  render  himfelf  an  Objett 
of  almoft  Adoration,  we  do  not 
find  him  on  Record  for  any  one 
defervedly  generous  A£lion.  m 
As  he  had  liv'd  a  Profligate,  he 
died  a  Beggar,  and  as  he  had 
raifed  no  Friend  in  his  Life,  he 
found  none  to  lament  him  at  his 
Death. 

As  a  Writer,  however,  he 
ftands  in  a  quite  different  Point 
of  View. — There  we  fee  the  Wit 

and  forget  the  Libertine, His 

Poems,  which  indeed  are  not 
very  nunierous,  are  capital  in 
their  Kind,  but  what  will  im- 
inortaliae  his  Memory  while  Lan- 
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guage  /hall  be  underftood,  or  true 
Wit  reliflied,    is   his  celebrated 
Comedy  of 
The  Rcbearfal. 

A  Comedy,  which  is  Co  perfeft 
a  Mafter-Piece  in  it's  Way,  and 
fo  tiuly'  an  Original,  that  nct- 
withilanding  it's  prodigious  Suc- 
cefs,  even  theTafk  of  Imitation, 
which  moft  Kinds  of  Excellence 
have  excited  inferior  Geniufles  to 
undertake,  has  appear'd  as  too 
arduous  to  be  attempted  with  Re- 
gard to  this,  which  through  an 
whole  Century  ftill  ftands  alone, 
notwithftandirg  that  the  very 
Plays  it  was  written  exprefsly  to 
ridicule  are  forgotten,  and  the 
Tafte  it  was  meant  to  expofe  to- 
tally exploded,  and  altho'  many 
other  Pieces  as  abfurd  and  a 
Tafte  as  deprav'd  have  fmce  at 
Times  fprung  up,  which  might, 
have  afforded  aaiple  Materials  in 
the  Hands  of  an  equal  Artificer. 
There  is  -alfo  another  PJay 
published  under  the  Duke's  Name, 
called, 

Tte  Chances,     Com. 
This  however  is  no  more  than 
a  profefled  Alteration  of  the  Co- 
medy of  the  fame  Name,  written 
by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher. 

Bullock,  Mr.  Chriftopher. — 
This  Author  v/as  a  Player  by  Pro- 
feflion,  and  the  Son  of  Mr.  Wm. 
Bulkck,  whom  we  find  to  have 
flood  in  very  good  Eftimation  in 
his  theatrical  Capacity,  nor  was 
this  Son  of  his  by  any  Means  de- 
ficient in  Point  of  Merit  as  an 

A£lor. At  what  Place,  or  in 

what  Year  our  Author  was  born, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  trace.— 
He  became  joint  Manager  with 
Mr.  Keene,  and  another  Aftor, 
of  the  Theatre  in   Lincoln' s-Inn- 

Fields. In  the  Year  1717  he 

married  a  natural  Daughter  of 
that  great  Performer  Mr.  JVilks, 
Wy  Mrs.  Rogers  the  Aitrefs,— — 
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This  Lady  was  bred  up  to  the 
Stage,  but  altho',  fi-om  the  Ad- 
vantage of  an  agreeable  Figure,' 
fhe  pleas'd  tolerably  well  in  fe- 
veral  dramatic  Charafters,  yet  flie 
was  far  from  inheriting  the  ca- 
pital Merit  of  either  Jier  Father 
or  Mother. — Mr.  Bullock  died  in 
1724,  not  much  advanced  in 
Life,  for  Mr.  Chetivood,  who 
muft  have  perfonally  known  him, 
fays  he  was  then  only  in  the  Road 
to  Excellence. — He  had  a  great 
Deal  of  natural  Sprightlinefs, 
which  was  of  Advantage  to  him 
on  the  Stage,  he  performing  for 
the  moft  Part  the  fame  Caft  of 
Charadlers  at  the  one  Houfe  that 
Mr.  Colley  Cibber  fupported  at  the 
other,  which  were  the  Fops,  pert 
Gentlemen,  &c.  in  which  Live- 
linefs  and  Eafe  are  moft  eflentially 
neceflary. 

The  dramatic  Pieces  Mr.  Bul- 
lock left  behind  him  were  fix  in 
Number,  and  are  as  follows, 

1.  Ad-ventures  of  half  an  Hour, 

Farce. 

2.  Cobler  of  Prejlon.     F. 

3.  Perjuror.     F, 

4.  Slip.     F. 

5.  Woman  s  a  Riddle.    C. 

6.  Woman's  Revenge.     C. 

As  to  the  Comedy  of  Woman's 
a  Riddle,  he  has  been  accufed  of 
fome  unfair  Dealing  about  it, 
with  Regard  to  Mr.  Savage  j  but 
that  is  a  Point  I  ihall  endeavour 
more  fully  to  explain  when  we 
come  to  the  Life  of  that  Gentle- 
man. 

BuRKHEAD,  Mr.  Henry. 
This  Gentleman  was  a  Merchant 
of  Brijioly  and  lived  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  L— He  feems  to 
have  been  a  Man  of  ftrong  Party 
Principles,  and  wrote  a  Play 
which  was  never  afted,  nor  pro- 
bably even  intended  fo  to  be,  en- 
titled. 

Cola""!  Tury^     Tragi 

The 
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the  Subject  of  it  being  the 
Irijh   Rebellion,  which   broke  out 

in  OBober  1641. In  it  he  has 

charafterized  all  the  principal 
Perfons  concerned  in  the  Affairs 
of  that  Time,  under  feign'd 
Names. — And  even  the  fecond 
Title  to  the  Piece,  viz.  Lirenda's 
Mifery,  is  expreffive  of  the  Sub- 
jedl  aimed  at,  Lirenda  being  ho 
more  than  an  Anagram  (which 
Vv'as  a  Kind  of  Qjaibble  then  much 
in  Vogue)  formed  from  the  Let- 
ters which  compofe  the  Name  of 
Irdaiid, 

BuRKABY,  Ckarles,  Efq; 

This  Gentleman  had  a  liberDl 
Education,  having  been  bred  up 
at  the  Univerfity,  and  afterwards 
entered  a  Member  of  the  Liner 
Temple. — —He  wrote  four  Plays, 
the  Names  of  which  are  as  fol- 
low, 

I,  The  Ladies  Vifuing  Day,  C. 

3.  Love  betrayed.     C. 

2-  'T\\e  Modi/b  Hu/band.     C. 

4.  The  Reformed  m/e.     C. 
Burn  EL,  Hemyy  Efq;~AIl  I 

can  gather  in  Regard  to  this  Gen- 
rleman  is,  that  he  was  a  Native 
of  Ireland,  and  wrote  a  Play, 
which  was  afted  with  Applaufe 
at  the  Theatre  in  Dublin,  called, 

Landgartha.  T.  C. 

It  appears  that  he  had  before 
this  made  an  Attempt  in  the 
dramatic  Way,  which  had  mif- 
carried,  but  what  the  Name  of 
that  former  Play  was  I  cannot 
trace,  nor  is  it  at  all  improbable 
that  it  might  never  make  its 
Appeai-ance  in  Print. 

Bush,  Amy  as,  Efq;— Of  this 
Gentleman  I  know  nothing  more 
than  the  finding  his  Name  in  the 
Monthly  Lifts  of  Publication  as 
the  Author  of  one  dramatic 
Piece,  not  I  believe  intended  for 
the  Stage,  entitled, 

Socrates,    Drara.Poem, 
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C^    J.—Thefe  two  Letters  are 
J  •  prefixed  to  a  Corned].,  en- 
titled, 

The  r%uo  Merry  Milkmaids.  C. 
but  I  cannot,  either  from  thefe 
Letters,  from  the  Date,  or  from 
any  other  Circumftance  belonging 
to  his  Piece,  attribute  it  to  any 
known  Author. 

C.  R.— -Thefe  Letters  ftand  in 
the  Title  Page  to  a  TranflatioR 
of  a  Latin  PJay,  written  by  i?« 
Ruggles,  entitled. 

Ignoramus.  C. 
tranflated  hy  R.  C.  who  is  there 
faid  to  have  been  fome  Time 
Mafter  of  Arts  in  Magdalen  Col- 
lege in  Oxford,  and  which  Letters 
Coxeterm  a  JVIS.  Note  explains  to 
ftand  for  Robert  Codringtan. 

The  Writers  however  have 
made  a  ftrange  Jumble  of  Errors 
in  Regard  to  this  Tran/Iator  and 
the  Author  of  an  hiftorical  Plav 
called,  ' 

Alphonsus,  King  of  Arr agon., 
Langbame  and  Giidon  having  e^ 
qually  run  into  the  Error  of  af- 
cnbing  both  thefe  Plays  to  the 
fame  Author,  with  this  only  Dif- 
ference, that  the  firft  has  diftin- 
gui/hed  his  Name  by  the  Letters 
Li.  C.  and  the  latter  by  thofe  of 
R.  C?.  — But  as  the  Date  of  Pub- 
lication of  thefe  two  Pieces  has  a 
Djfterence  of  upwards  of  fixty 
Years,  Alphorfus  being  publifhed 
^"  ^599»  and  Ignoramus  not  till 
1662,  it  is  not  very  probable  they 
ihould  both  be  the  Work  of  one 
Perfon— I  havetheretore  ihouaht 
it  moft  reafonable  to  fcilow  the 
Authority  of  Langbaine,  as  ex- 
plained by  Coxeter,  for  the  Trajif-- 
iator  of  the  latter  j  and  that  of 
Cildon,  which  >cc^likewifeac- 

1^1  quiefccs 
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qoiefces  with,  for  the  Author  of 
the  former. 

Carfli.,  Mr.  ^oZ)«.— Of  this 
Gentleman  I  know  nothing  more 
than  his  being  mentioned  by Lang- 
haine  and  Ccxeter,  as  the  fuppofed 
Author  of  a  dramatic  Piece,  en- 
titled, 

Sir  Salomon.  C. 
which  however  Jacoh,  Whincop, 
CildoTiy  and  the  Author  of  the 
Briti(h  theatre  have  all  afcribed 
to  Mr.  Lodoivic  Carhll,  and  that 
with  the  fame  fecond  Title  of  the 
Cautious  Coxcomb. 

To  this  Gentleman  alfo  has 
been  afcribed  another  dramatic 
Piece,  called. 

The  Englijh  Princefs.     T. 

Carew,  hzAy  Elizabetk. 

This  Lady  flourifhed  in  the  Reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  muft 
have  been  of  Diftindion  in  her 
Time  j  but  from  what  Family 
{he  was  defcended,  or  what  Part 
of  the  Kingdom  claim'd  the  Ho- 
nour of  her  Birth  I  have  not 
been  able  to  difcover. — We  find, 
however,  fome  of  her  Cotempo- 
raries  dedicating  their  Works  to 
her,  and  fhe  herfelf  has  written 
one  dramatic  Piece,  entitled, 

Mar  I  AM,    the  fair  S^eeii  of 
Jev/ry.     Trag. 

Carew,  Thomas,  Efqj — This 
Gentleman  was  defcended  from  a 
very  ancient  and  honourable  Fa- 
mily of  the  Name,  vi'hofe  Efta- 
bliftment  had  long  been  in  the 
County  of  Devon. — He  flouriflied 
in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I. 
and  was  Brother  to  Matheiv  Ca- 
reiV}  who,  in  the  Time  of  the 
Rebellion,  appeared  to  have  been 
very  ftrongly  attached  to  the 
Caufe  of  that  unfortunate  Prince. 
' — Our  Author  received  the  Ru- 
diments of  his  Education  in  Cor- 
pus Chrifi  College,  Camhridge,  but 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  either 
took  any  Degree  there,   or  was 
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even  matriculated  as  a  Member. 
— 'Afterwards,  however,  having 
greatly  improved  himfelf  by  tra- 
velling abroad,  and  by  the  Con- 
verfation  of  ingenious  Men  at 
Hom.e,  he  acquired  a  great  Re- 
putation for  his  Wit  and  poetical 
Abilities,  which  being  taken  No- 
tice of  at  Court,  he  was  made  a 
Gentleman  of  the  Privy  Cham- 
ber, and  Sewer  in  Ordinary  to 
the  King,  with  whom  he  flood 
very  high  in  Favour,  infomuch 
that  to  the  laft  he  efieemed  him 
as  one  of  the  moft  deferving  Wits 
about  his  Court.— Nay,  fo  fa- 
vourable an  Opinion  did  he  en- 
tertain of  his  Abilities  in  that 
Refpeft,  that  it  was  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  peculiar  Command  that  he 
undertook  the  only  dramatic  Piece 
he  appears  to  have  written,  and 
which  is  entitled, 

Coshitn  Britannicum.  A  Mafque. 

With  a  Reference  to  which 
Circumflance  he  has  prefixed  to  it 
the  following  modeft  Diftich. 

Non  habet  ingenium  ;  Cxhr  fedt 

juffit  ;  habebo  : 
Cur  me  foffe  negem,  foffe  quod 

ilk  put  at  f 

He  was  very  much  efteem'd 
and  refpe£led  by  his  cotempo- 
rary  Poets,  particularly  by  Ben 
Jotifon. — Yet,  from  a  Stanza  re- 
lating to  him  in  Sir  John  Suck- 
ling's Seflion  of  the  Poets,  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  ftudied  labo- 
rious Writer. — For  though  that 
Gentleman  was  his  Friend,  and 
had  much  Kindnefs  for  him,  yet 
he  could  not  help  charafterizrng 
'!him  as  follows, 

Tom  Carew  tvasvext,  but  he 

had  a  Fault, 
that  ivould  not  ivell  (land  with 

e  Laureat : 
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ill's  Mufe  <iuas  hide-bound,  ard 

tbi  JJJiie  ofs  Brain 
Wits    jddom  brought   forth  but 

with  Trouble  and  Pain. 

In  what  Year  this  Author  was 
born  I  know  not,  but  he  appears 
to  have  died  very  much  regretted 
in  the  Year  1639, 

Carf.y,  Mi.  Henry. This 

Writer  was  by  Profeffion  a  Maf- 
ter  of  Mufic,  his  Acquaintance 
with  which  Science,  added  to  a 
Paffion  for  it's  Sifter  Poetry,  not 
©nly  infpir'd  him  with  the  In-  . 
clination,  but  alfo  afforded  him 
the  Abihty,  to  form  feveral  httle 
dramatic  Pieces,  moftof  them  of 
the  humorous  Kind,  and  almoft 
all  of  them  mufical  Entertain- 
ments.— On  the  whole  they  met 
with  good  Succefs,  fome  of  them 
ftill  ftandlngon  the  theatrical  Lift 

for  frequent  Repetition. The 

Titles  of  all  his  dramatic  Works 
are  as  fol'ow, 

1.  Amex-ia.     C. 

2.  Betty.     Ballad  F. 

3.  Chrononhotontkolo- 

Gos.     Mock  Tra. 

4.  Contrivances .     Ballad  Farce. 

5.  Dragon  c/"  W  A  N  T  L  E  Y . 

Burlelque  Opera. 
€,  Hanging  and  Marriage.  Far. 

I'^id.  Apvendix. 
7.  Honeji  Torkjhire  Man.  .Ballad 

Farce. 
S.Margery.    Ballad  Opera. 

9.  Nancy.     Mufical  Interl. 

10.  Teramint.'^.      Engliih 
Opera. 

ir.  Wife -well  managed.     Far. 

By  a  Hint  given  by  the  Au- 
thor of  the  Britip  Theatre,  I 
am  apt  to  imagine  that  this 
Gentleman  haftened  his  own 
End  J  for  that  Writer,  in  his  Ac- 
count of  Mr.  Odir.gjtlh,  has  this 
remalkable  Expreflion. — «  This 
"  Gentleman  (fays  he)  put  an 
**  End  to  bis  own  Life  in  the 


C  A 

"  fame  Manner  as  Creech  had  done 
"•■  before  and  Carey  fince," — The 
Manper  that  Creech  ended  his  Lite 
was  by  a  Halter. 

Cak-ey,  Henry.  Vid.FAUL in- 
land. Lord. 

C  A  R  I.  E  L  L ,  Lodoivic,  Efq ;— 
This  Gentleman  was  a  Courtier, 
who  lived  in  the  Reigns  both  of 
King  Charles  the  firft  and  fecond. 
— He  had  various  Places  at  Court, 
being  Gentleman  of  the  Bows  to 
King  Charles  I.  Groom  of  the 
King's  and  Queen's  Privy  Cham- 
ber, and  ferved  the  Queen  Mo- 
ther many  Years. — He  wrote  fe- 
veral dramatic  Pieces,  the  moft 
of  which  were  a<Sted  with  confi- 
derabie  Applaufe. — Their  Titles 
are  as  follow, 

1.  A'viragus  and  Piilicia.  T.- 

Com,  ii^  two  Parts, 

2.  Deicr'ving  Favourite.    T.  C, 
2.  Fool  ivould  be  a  Fa-vourite, 

Com. 

4.  Heraclitus.     T. 

5.  Osmond    the    Great  Turk, 

Trag. 

6.  PaffionateLo'ver^     T.  C.  In 

two  Parts. 

7.  Spartan  Ladies.     C. 

The  fix  firft  of  thefe  PJays  on- 
ly in  general  are  afcribed  to  this 
Author  }  as  to  the  laft-menticned 
one  it  is  named  only  in  a  Cata- 
logue at  the  End  of  an  Edition 
of  MiddIeton''s  More  DifJ'emblers  be- 

fides    Women. But  Wivfanley, 

who   has  omitted  the   HeracUus, 
which  undoubtedly  was  Mr.  Car- 
lelPs,  has  as  erroneoufly  attributed 
to    him   a   Tragedy,    written  by 
Dr.  Lodge,  entitled, 
Marius  and  Syi.la, 
Carlisle,  Mr.  James.     This 
Gentleman  was  a  Native  of  Lan- 
cafhire,  and  in  the  earlier  Parts  of 
his  Life  followed  the  Prol^ftion 
of  a  Player,  but  afterwards  prefer- 
ing  the  a£tive  Stage  of   the  real 
World  to  the  feign'd  Affairs   of 
[  E  z  ]  the 
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tbe  theatrical  one,  and  chufing 
rather  to  be,  than  to  perfonate  a 
J-iero,  he  quitted  that  JEmploy- 
ment,  and  took  up  Arms  in  the 
Defence  of  his  Country's  Reli^ 
glon  and  Liberties  in  the  Irip 
Wars  under  KingWilham  III.  to 
■which  glorious  Caufe  he  refigned 
himfeif  a  willing  Sacrifice,  dying 
in  the  Bed  of  Honour  at  the  fa- 
mous Battle  of  Aughr'im  on  the 
Jith  of  July  1691.— He  left  be- 
hind him  one  dramaticPiece  which 
fead  been  well  received,  entitled, 

The  Fortune  Hunters,     Com. 

Carpenter,  Mr.  Richard, 
• — This  Gentleman,  who  from 
the  general  Tenor  of  his  Writ- 
ings, and  from  fome  Sermons 
published  under  the  fame  Name, 
iin  the  Year  1623,  it  isreafonable 
to  conclude  was  a  Divine,  was 
born  about  the  beginning  of  King 
yaf?}es  Vs  Reign,  and  lived  till 
towards  the  End  of  Charles  H's, 
being  alive  at  Aylcfbury  in  Bucks, 
in  1670. — He  received  his  firft 
Rudimints  of  Education  at  Eton 
Schocl,  from  whence  he  was  re- 
moved to  Cambridge,  and  was 
elefted  a  Scholar  q{  King^s  College 
in  that  Unive.rfity,  Anno  1622. 
Here  he  flaid  tv,ro  or  three  Years, 
after  which  he  not  only  quitted 
that,  but  alfo  his  Country  and 
Friends,  went  abroad,  and  ftu- 
died  in  Flanders,  France,  Spain, 
and  Italy,  and  at  length  took  Or- 
ders in  the  JJowt/^  Church  from  the 
Hands  of  the  Pope^  Subftitute  at 
^on:e,  and  becoming  a  Monk  of 
the  Benedinine  Order,  was  foon 
after  fent  into  England  in  Order  to 

gain  Prcfelytes. But   he   had 

fcarcely  been  a  Year  and  half  in 
this  Employment  before  he  re- 
turned to  the  Proteftant  Religion, 
and  accepted  of  the  Vicarage  of 
PoliKg,  near  Arundel  Caftle  in 
SujJ'fx,-  on  which  Account  he  re- 
ceived many  Afireats  ffom  theRo- 
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mlfli  Priefls  who  refided  in  thoic 
Parts,  notwithftanding  which  in 
the  Time  of  the  Civil  War,  he 
went  over  to  Paris,  and  there 
commenced  a  Railer  againft  the 
Proteftants. — On  his  Return  to 
England  he  again  became  a  Pro- 
teftant, but  revolted  once  mor6 
before  his  Death  to  Popery,  in 
which  Perfuafion  he  died.— The 
great  Antiquary  Anth.  a  V/ood^ 
who  was  perfonally  acquainted 
with  him  fays  of  him,  «  That 
*■'  he  v/as  a  fantaftical  Man,  that 
"  changed  his  Mind  with  his 
"  Cloaths,  and  that  for  his  Juggles 
"  and  Tricks  in  Matters  of  Reli- 
*'  gion,  he  was  efteemed  a  Theo- 
"  logical  Mountebank."  —  And 
indeed  the  Account  I  have  al- 
ready given  of  his  leaving  both 
Country  and  Religion,  of  his  re- 
turning to  them  both,  and  again 
forfaking  them,  feems  I  think 
perfetlly  to  juftify  that  Charafter 
of  him  {Vid.  Athen.  Oxonienf, 
Vol.   I,  p., 439.) 

He  has  moreover  left  behind 
him  one  dramatic  Piece,  which 
from  its  very  Title  conveys  to  us 
an  Idea  of  its  having  been  writ- 
ten by  one  who,  if  net  an  En- 
thufiaft,  mail  at  leafl:  have  been 
a  warm  Controvertift  in  Religion, 
fince  he'could  be  induc'd  to  make 
fuch  Controverfy  the  Balls  of  a 
Wcrkjwhich  notwithftanding  the 
Propriety  of  blending  Inftrudlion 
with  Amufement  in  the  Super- 
ftrufture,  is  ever  expefted  to  have 
its  Foundation  laid  in  the  latter, 
— It  is  called. 

The  Pragmatical  Jejuit  nevj 
len'uend.     Com. 

and  is  faid  in  the  Title  Page 
to  be  a  Play  tending  to  Morality 
and  Virtue. — To  this  Comedy  his 
Picture  is  prefixed,  in  a  very  gen- 
teel Lay  Habit,  whereas  before 
another  Work  published  by  him 
he  is  reprefentsd  as  a  formal  Cler- 
gyman^ 
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gyman,    and  with   a  very  grave 
and  mortified  Countenance. 

Cartu'right,     Mr.  George. 
—Of  .this   Gentleman   1   know 
nothing  more  than  that  he  lived 
,  at  fulbam,  and    has   obliged   the 
World  with  one  Play,   entitled,. 
The  Heroic  Loi;er.     Tragedy. 
Langbaine  has  omitted  any  Men  • 
tlon  of  this  Piece  or  its  Author. 
Cartwright,  Mr.  WilUam. 
■  • — There  is  feme  Degree  of  Con- 
teft  among  the  Biographers  con- 
cerning the  Place   of   this  Au- 
thor's Nativity,    and   the    Name 
of    his   Father. — Lloyd,    in    his 
McfKoirei,    declaring    him    to   be 
the  Son   of  Thomas  Ccirttvright  of 
Burford  in  Qxfordjhire,  and  born 
Aug.  16,   161 5.' — Whereas  fVood, 
in  his  Athen.  Oxon.  (which  I  muft 
confcfs  I  look  as  the   better  Au- 
thority) tell  us  that  he  was  born 
at   Northioay  near  Tcivk/bury.   in 
Cloucejl^yjhire,  in  Sept.  161 1,   and 
that  his  Father's  Name  was  Wil- 
liam j  and  adds,  that  the  Father 
having  diw'ipated   a  fair  Inherit- 
ance he  knew  not  how,  was  at 
laft  reduced  to  turn  Innkeeper  at 
Cirtncejlcr. '—B.y  this  Way  of  Life, 
however,  it  is  probable  he  healed 
his  broken  Fortune,    as  v/e  find 
him   afterwards   beftowing   a   li- 
beral Education  on  this  Son,  who 
being  a  Lad  of  a  promifing  Ge- 
nius,  he  procured  firft  to  be  ini- 
tiated into  Learning  by  Air.  Top/}, 
Mafter  of  the  Free  School  at  Ci- 
rencejier. — From    thence   he   was 
removed  to  Wcjijninjie-r,  as  a  King's 
Scholar,    and   ftudied  under   the 
learned    Dr.    OJbaldiJion. —  From 
thence,  in  1628,  he  went  to  the 
Univerfity   ol  Oxford,    where   he 
was   chofen  a  Student  of  Ckrijl 
Church,     and     plac'd    under    the 
Care   of  Mr.  Tarrent.—Hex&    he 
purfued     his    Studies    with    un- 
wearied Diligence  and  Rapidity, 
went  thro'  the  Claffes  of  Logic 
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and  PhiJofophy,  took  the  De- 
gree of  Batchelor  and  Mafler  of 
Arts,  enter'd  into  holy  Orders,, 
in  which  he  foon  became  emi- 
nent for  his  Preaching,  and  was 
made  Metaphyfical  Reader  in  the 
Room  of  Mr.  Thomas  Barlow  of 
Sheens  Coiledge,  who  afterwards 
became  Eifliop  of  Lincoln, — In 
this  Office  alfo  he  acquir'd  great 
Reputation  both  for  his  Literary- 
Knowledge  and  his  Oratorical 
Endowments. 

In  1642  he  was  promoted  tO' 
the  Place  of  Succentor  to  the  Ca- 
thedral of  Sali/bury,  and  on  the 
I2th  oi  April  1643  was  elefted 
junior  Proftor  of  the  Univerfity.. 
— Yet,  as  if  he  had  in  fo  /hort 
a  Period  run  thq  .full  Race  of 
Learning,  and  reach  the  Goal  of 
Perfeftion,  beyond  which  he 
could  go  no  farther,  he  was  taken 
out  of  this  World  on  the  29th  of 
No'uember  following,  7643,  by  a 
Malignant  Fever  which  tbea 
reign'd  at  Oxford,  was  known 
by  the  Name  of  the  Camp  Difeafey 
and  was  fatal,  to  Nunr.bers  bs- 
fides. 

No  Man  p?.rhap3  ever  acquir'd' 
an  earlier  Fame  than  this  amiable 
Youth,  or,  leaving  the  World  at 
a  Time  of  Life  whan  Men  in  ge- . 
neral  begin  but  to  be  known, 
had  obtain'd  fo  univerfal  a  Ho- 
mage to  his  Memory  from  his 
Cotemporaries. — For  tho'  accord- 
ing to  the  eavlieft  Account  of  his 
Birth  he  could  but  have  enter'd 
into  his .  thirty-third  Year  (and 
the  Publifher  of  his  Poems  fays, 
as  J-Food  alfo  implies,  that  he  died 
at  thirty)  he  v/as  moil  univerfally 
lamented,  and  even  the  King 
and  Queen,  who  were  then  at 
Oxford,  ftew'd  great  Anxiety 
during  his  lUnefs,  and  were  great- 
ly affliaed  at  his  Death. 

The  Charafter  given   of  him 

by   the  Writers   of  his  Time   is 

[  ^  3  1  alnjoftl 
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almoft  beyond  Belief. — Ben  JoH' 
Jon,  who  gave  him  the  Titk  of 
his  Son,  vahied  him  fo  highly 
that  he  faid  of  him,  My  Son 
Cartwright  Hvrites  'all  like  a 
Man. — The  Editor  of  his  Works 
applies  to  him  the  Saying  of 
jdnfiotle  concerning  Mj'chron  the 
Poet,  that  he  could  not  tell  ivhat 
^SCHRON  could  not  do. — Lang- 
baine  fays  of  him  that  ''  He  was 
*'  extreamly' remarkable  both  for 
*'  his  outward  and  inward  En- 
*'  dowments  j  his  Body  being  as 
*' handfome  as  his  SoiiL — He 
*'  was  an  expert  Linguift,  under- 
*'  j(landing  not  only  Greek,  and 
"  Latin,  but  French  and  Italian, 
*'  as  perfeftly  as  his  Mother 
*'  Tongue. — ^Hj;  was  an  excellent 
■*<  Orator,  and  yet  an  admirable 
**  Poet ;  a  Qaality  which  Cicero 
**'  with  a'i  his  Pains  could  not 
**  attain  to  ;  nor  v^zs,  Arijiotle  lefs 
*'  known  to  him  than  Cicera  and 
"  Virgiir 

In  a  Word  he  was  of  fo  fweet 
a  Difpofition,  and  fo  replete  with 
all  Virtues,  that  he  was  beloved 
of  all  learned  Men  that  knew 
him;,  and  admirM  by  all  Stran- 
gers.— And  when  after  his  Death 
his  Plays  and  Poems  were  pub- 
iifiied  together,  -.ve  find  them  ac- 
companied by  above  fifty  Copies 
of  Verfes  written  by  the  moft 
eminent  Wits  of  the  Univerfity, 
everyone  being  defirous  to-  appear 
in  the  Number  of  his  Friends, 
and  to  give  Public  Teftimorvy  to 
the  World  of  tlie  Value  they 
had  for  his  Memory. — It  i:  im- 
poflible  however  to  clofe  his  Cha- 
Tafter  wirn  nnv  Thing  ftronger 
or  more  concii'e  than  the  Men- 
ticm  made  of  him  by  the  learned 
and  pious  Dr.  T&H,  Bifhop  of 
Oxford,  Who  fiid  of  him,  "  Cart- 
*<  Wright  w^i  tU  utmoji  Mm  could 

(erne  to^'' 
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Kis  Dramatic  Pieces  rvte  only 
four,  viz. 

I.  Lady  Errant,  T.  C. 
a.   Ordinary.      C. 

3.  Royal  Slave,  T.  C. 

4.  Siege.     Tr.-Com. 
Cavendish,    William .     Vid, 

Newcastle,  Duke  of. 

C  E  K  T  L I V  R  E ,  Mrs .  Szifanna* 
This  Lady  was  Daughter  of  one 
Mr.  Freeman  of  Holbeach  in  Lzk- 
colnpire,  who  altho'  he  had  beta 
poffefs'd  of  no  inconfiderable  Ef- 
tate,  yet  being  a  Diflenter,  and 
a  zealous  Parliamentarian,  was  at 
the  Time  of  the  Reftoration  ex- 
tremely perfecuted,  as  were  alfo 
the  Family  of  his  Wife,  who  was 
Daughter  of  Mr.  Markam,  a 
Gentleman  of  a  good  Eftate  at 
Lynn  Regis  in  Norfolk,  but  of  the 
fame  political  Principles  with  Mr. 
Freeman,  fo  that  his  Eftate  was 
confifcated,  and  he  himfelf  com- 
pelled to  fly  to  Ireland. — How 
long  he  ftaid  there  I  have  not 
been  able  to  trace,  nor  whether 
our  Authorefs,  who  from  a  Com- 
parifon  of  concurrent  Circum- 
flances  I  imagine  muft  have  been 
born  about  1680,  drew  her  firft 
Breath  in  that  Kingdom  or  ia 
Eng'and. — Thefe  are  Particulars 
all  her  Hiftorians  have  been  filent 
in  Regard  to,  yet  I  am  apt  to 
conjefture  that  flie  was  born  in 
Ireland,  as  I  think  it  probable 
her  Mother  might  not  return  to 
her  native  Country  till  after  the 
Death  of  her  Hufband,  which- 
happened  when  this  Girl  was  only 
three  Years  old. — Be  this  as  it 
will,  v.'e  find  her  left  to  the  wide 
y/orla  by  the  Death  of  her  Mo- 
ther atfo,  before  flie  had  com- 
plealed  her  twelfth  Year.— .?^/'/«-' 
cop  relates  a  romantic  Story  of 
her  in  a  very  early  Period  of  her 
Life,  which  although  he  feems 
^iftak^n  iaiboie  Parts  of  herHif- 
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tory,  (at  leaft  either  he  or  ya(oh 
muft  have  been  fo)  having  made 
her  Father  I'urvive  the  Mother, 
and  even  to  have  married  again 
before  his  Death,  yet  as  he  feems 
to  have  taken  Pains  in  colledling 
many  Circumftances  of  her  Life 
which  are  no  vi'here  elfe  related, 
I  cannot  think,  myfcif  aothorlzed 
entirely  to  omit  it. — He  tells  us 
that  after  her  Father's  Death, 
£nding  herfelf  very  ill  treated  by 
her  Stepmother,  fhe  determined, 
tho'  almoft  deflitute  of  Money 
and  every  other  Nee eiTdry,  to  go 
up  ta  London  ,  to  feek.  a  better 
Fortune  than  what  ihe  had  hi- 
therto experienced. — That  as  fhe 
was  proceeding  on  her  Journey  on 
Foot,  fhe  was  met  by  a  young 
Gentleman  trom  the  Univerfity 
of  Cambridge,  (whofc  Name,  by 
the  Way  he  informs  us  of,  and 
v;as  no  other  than  the  afterwards 
well-known  ^nthovy  Hammmd, 
Efq^)  whowas  fo  extremely  flrucJc 
witkher  Youth  and  Beauty,  and 
fo  afFefted  V  ith  the  Diftrefs  which 
her  Circumflances  naturally  de- 
clar'd  in  her  Countenance,  that 
he  fell  inflantly  in  Love  with  her, 
and  enquiring  into  the  Particulais 
of  her  Story,  foon  prevailed  on 
her  inexperienced  Innc  ceijce  to 
fcize  on  the  Prcteftion  he  cfferM 
her,  and  go  \vi  h  him  to  Cam- 
bridge,  where,  equipping  her  in 
Boy's  Cloaths,  he  introduc'd  ber 
to  his  Intimates  at  Colledge  as  a 
Relation  who  was  come  down  to 
fee  the  Univcrf  ty,  and  pafs  foirc 
Time  with  him  there  ;  and  that 
they  continued  this  Intercourfe  for 
fome  Months,  till  :-.t  length,  fated 
perhaps  with  PofTefTion,  or  per- 
haps afraid  that  the  Affai:  would 
be  difcover'd  at  the  Univerfity, 
he  peifuaded  her  to  eome  to  Loh- 
don,  pro  sliding  her  however  v^-ith 
a  confiderabie  Sum  of  Mon?y,  and 

a  Uttsjf  of  Rscommendatioa,  to 
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a  Gentlewoman  of  hh  AcqualaN 
ance  in  Town,  fealing  the  whole 
with  a  Promife,  which  however 
it  does  not  appear  he  ever  per- 
formed, of  fpeedily  following  her 
to  Lcndoi:,  and  there  renewing 
their  amorous  Intercourfe. —  If 
this  Story  is  true,  it  muft  have 
happen'd  when  fhe  was  extremely 
young  J  Wkiacof,  as  well  as  the 
other  Writers  acknowledging  that 
flie  was  married  in  ^ler  fixteenth. 
Year  to  a  Nephew  of  the  late  Sir 
Stephen  Fox.  But  that  Gen- 
tleman not  living  with  her  above 
a  Twelve  Months  her  Wit  and 
Beauty  foon  procur'd  her  a  fecond 
Hufband,v/hofe  Name  was  Carrol^ 
and  who  was  an  Officer  in  tJie. 
Army,  but  he  having  the  Mif- 
fcrtune  to  be  killed  in  a  Duel 
within  about  a  Year  and  half  af- 
ter their  Marriage,  fee  became  a 
fecond  Time  a  Widow.  This  Lofs 
was  a  fevere  AfBiftion  to  her,  as 
fhe  appears  to  have  fincerely  loved 
this  Gentleman. — Partly  perhaps 
to  divert  her  Melancholy,  but 
chiefly  it  is  probable  for  the  Sake 
of  a  Support,  fhe  now  applied  to 
her  F^en,  and  became  a  Votary  tfy 
the  Mufes,  and  it  is  under  this 
Name  of  Carrol  that  feme  of  hep 
earher  Pieces  were  publifhed.— . 
Her  iiril^  Attempt  was  in  Tra- 
gedy, in  a  Play  called  the  Per^ 
ju-yd  Bujband-^  yet  her  natural 
Vivacity  leaJing  her  afterwards, 
more  to  Comedy,  we  find  but 
one  more  Attempt  in  the  Bu/kijj 
among  e'ghteen  dramatic  Pieces, 
which  flic  afterwards  wrote. 

Such  an  Attachment  ihe  feems 
to  have  had  to  the  Theatre,  that 
fhe  even  became  herfelf  a  Per- 
former, tho'  it  is  probable  of  na 
great  Merit,  as  ihe  never  rofes 
above  the  Station  of  a  Ccuntry 
Aclrefs. — However  fh«  was  not 
long  in  this  Way  of  Life,  for  in 
3706,5,    performing   the  Fart   ©f 
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Altxanier  the  Great  in  Z,r?r's  Rival 
Slueens,  at  TVivdfor,  where  the 
Court  then  was,  ihe  wounded  the 
Heart  of  one  Mr.  'Jojcph  CentU=vre, 
Yeoman  of  the  Mouth,  or  in- 
other  Words  principal  Coolc  to 
her  Majefty,  who  icon  after  mar- 
ried her,  and  after  palTing  feveral 
Years  happily  together,  ihe  died 
at  his  Koufe  in  Spring  Garden, 
CBiritig'Crofs,  on  the  Firft  of  De- 
cember 1723,  and  was  buried  in 
the  ParJiTi  of  St,  Martin  i  in  the 
Fields. 

Thus  did  /he  at  length  hap- 
pily clofe  a  Life,  which  at  its  firft 
fetting  out  was  overclouded  with 
Difficulty  and  Misfortune. — She 
f'cr  many  Years  enjoy'd  the  Inti- 
macy and  Efbeem  of  the  moft 
eminent  Wits  of  the  Time,  viz. 
Sir  Richard  Steele,  Mr.  iJczye, 
Budgell^  Farquhar^  Dr.  Sezvell,  &c. 
and  very  few  Authors  received 
more  Tokens  of  Efteem  and  Pa- 
tronage from  the  Great;  to  which 
however  the  Confideration  of  her 
Sex,  and  the  Power  of  her  Beau- 
ty, of  which  fhe  poflefs'd  a  con- 
fiderable  Share  might,  in  fome 
Degree,  contribute. 

Her  Difpofition  was  good-na- 
tur'd,  benevolent  and  friendly, 
and  her  Converfation  if  not  what 
could  be  called  witty,  v/as  at 
leaft  fprightly  and  entertaining. 
— Her  Family  had  been  warm 
Party  Folks,  and  /he  feem'd  to 
inherit  the  fame  Difpofition  from 
them,  maintaining  the  /Irifte/l 
Attachment  to  Whig  Principles, 
even  in  the  moft  dangerousTimes, 
and  a  moft  zealous  Regard'  for 
the  illuftrious  Houfe  o?  Hanover. 
—This  Party  Spirit,  however> 
which  breathes  even  in  many  of 
her  dramatic  Pieces,  procur'd  her 
fome  Friends  and  many  Ene- 
mies. 

As  a  Writer,  it  is  no  very  eai'y 
Xbipf  to  eiUmate  iisr  Raiik,— - 
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It  mu/l  be  allowed  that  her  Playa 
do  not  abound  with  Wit,  ^nd 
that  the  Language  of  them  is 
fonietimes  even  poor,  enervate, 
incorrefl  and  puerile,  but  then 
her  Plots  are  bufy  and  well  con- 
duded,  and  her  Charafters  in  ge- 
neral natural  and  well  marked. 
— But  as  Plot  and  Charaifter  are 
undoubtedly  the  Body  and  Soul  oF 
Comedy  ;  and  Language  and  Wit, 
at  beftj,  but  the  Cloathing  and 
external  Ornaments,  it  is  cer- 
tainly lefs  excufable  to  /hew  a 
Deficiency  in  the  foiTner,  than 
in  the  latter. — And  the  Succefs 
of  fome  of  Mrs.  CentRvre\ 
Plays  plainly  evince  that  the 
firil  will  /trike  the  Minds  of  an 
Audience  more  powerfully  than 
the  laft,.  fmce  her  Comedy  of  the 
Biify.  Body,  which  ail  the  Players 
had  decried  before  its  Appearance, 
which  Mr.  JVilks  had  even  for  a 
Time  abfolutely  refufed  to  play 
in,  and  which  the  Audience 
came  prejudiced  againil:,  rouz'd 
their  Attention  inDefpite  of  that 
Prejudice,  and  forced  a  Run  of 
thirteen  Nights,  while  Mr.  Con- 
grt've\  Way  of  the  World,  which 
perhaps  contains  more  true  in- 
trin/ic  Wit,  and  unexceptionable 
Accuracy  of  Language  t':ar  ny 
dramatic  Piece  ever  written,, 
brought  on  the  Stage  with  every 
Advantage  of  Recommendation,, 
and  when  the  Author  was  in  the 
Height  of  Reputation,  could 
fcarcely  make  its  Way  at  all. — , 
Nay,  I  have  been  confidently  af- 
ilired,  that  the  very  fame  great 
A£lor  I  mentioned  juft  now,  made 
X^io.  of  this  remarkablfe  Expref- 
fion  with  Regard  to  her  Bold 
Stroke  for  a  Wife,  viz.  that  not  only 
her  Play  tvould  be  damn'd,  but  Jhe 
berfelf  be  damn  d  for  ivrltivg  it^ 
—Yet  we  find  it  flill  ftand- 
ihg  on  the  Lifl  of.  a£ting  Plays, 
nor  is  it  ever  £erfQj:med  without 
meet* 
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meeting  with  the  Approbation  of 
the  Audience,  as  q\d  aho  her 
Bufy  Body,  Wonder,  and  Ar- 
tifce. 

That  Mrs.  Centlhre  was  very 
perfectly  acquainted  with  Lii'e, 
and  clofeJy  read  the  Minds  and 
Manners  of  Mankind,  no  one  I 
think  can  doubt  who  reads  her 
Comedies ;  but  what  appears  to 
me  the  moft  extraordinary,  is, 
when  we  confider  her  Hiftory, 
the  Difadvantages  fhe  muft  have 
labour'd  under  by  being  (o  early 
left  to  buftle  with  the  Word, 
and  that  all  the  Education  fhe 
could  have  had  muft  have  been 
owing  to  her  own  Applicati('n 
and  Affiduity,when  I  lay  we  con- 
fider her  as  an  abfolutely  felf-cul- 
tivated  Cenius,  it  is  aftonifhing 
to  find  the  Traces  of  fo  much 
Reading  and  Learning  as  we  meet 
with  in  many  of  her  Pieces, 
fince  for  the  drawing  of  the  va- 
rious Chara£lers  fhe  has  prefent- 
ed  us  with,  Ihe  muft  have  per- 
feftly  well  underftood  the  French ^ 
Dutch  and  Spar.ijh  hd.ngvi^^QS,  all 
the  provincial  Dialed:s  of  her 
own,  and  fomewhat  even  of  the 
Lath,  fince  all  thefe  fhe  occa- 
iionally  makes  Ufe  of,  and  when- 
ever fhe  does  fo,  it  is  conflantly 
with  the  utmoft  Propriety  and 
the  greateft  Accuracy.  In  a 
Word,  I  cannot  help  giving  it  as 
iny  Opinion,  that  if  we  do  not 
allow  her  to  be  the  very  firft  of 
our  Female  Writers,  (he  has  but 
one  above  her,  and  may  juftly  be 
plac'd  next  to  her  Predeceflbr  in 
dramatic  Glory  the  great  Mrs. 
Behn. 

J.  Artifice.     Com. , 

2.  Bajfet  Table,     Com, 

3.  Beaus  Duel.     Com. 

4.  Bickerjiaff's  Burying.     F. 

5.  Bold  Stroke  for  a  mje.   C. 

6.  Btify  Body.     Com. 

7.  CntelGtft,    Trag. 
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8.  Gatnefier.     Com. 

9.  Gotham.  ElcBion.     Farc«, 

10.  La%!e  at  a  Venture.      Cor». 

11.  Lo-'Ji's  Contrivances.     Com, 
J2.  Man^s  bcivltch'd.      Com. 

13.  Marplot.     Com. 

14.  Perjured  Hujhand.     Trag, 
J  5,  Perplex'' d  LoTjers.      Com, 

16.  Platonic  Lady.     Com. 

17.  Stolen  Heirefs.     Com, 

18.  JVife  li'ell  vianaged.  Farce. 

19.  IVonder.     Com. 
Chamberlain,    Mr.  Robert, 

— This  Au.thor  live<l  in  the  Time 
of  King  Charles  I.  being  born  in 
1697,  at  Stdndijh  in  Lincolnpiire ^ 
— He  lived  for  fome  Years  as 
Clerk  to  Peter  Ball,  Efq;  who 
was  Solicitor-General  to  King 
Charles  Ift's  Queen.— By  this  Gen- 
tleman he  was  at  the  Age  of 
thirty  fent  to  Exeter  College  Ox- 
ford,  where  he  purfued  his  Stu- 
dies, and  probably  was  bred  to 
the  Pulpit,  as  we  find  a  Book 
written  by  him,  entitled,  NoFiur' 
fial  Lucubrations,  or  -Meditations 
Divine  and  AloraL—He  wrote  a 
Play  called, 

The  Swaggerimr  Damfel.     C. 
Winfianhy  has  alio  attributed  to 
him  a  Paftoral  called, 

Sicelides, 

But  as  he  has  a  few  Pages 
farther  given  a  Pifcatory  of  the 
fame  Title  to  Phineas  Fletcher, 
I  own  myfeif  rather  inclinable  to 
look  on  this  as  one  of  the  nu- 
merous Miflakes  with  which  that 
Author  abounds;  and  yet  as  ^f'eo^ 
has  mentioned  both  thefe  Pieces, 
attributing  the  former  to  our  Au- 
thor, and  telling  us  that  the 
latter  was  feveral  Times  a<5ted  at 
King^s  CoUedge  Cambridge,  and 
therefore  was  probably  written  by 
one  of  that  Houfe,  it  is  not  im-' 
poflible  that  Wir^anley  may  la 
this  Particular  be  in  the  Right. 

Chamberlaine,     Dr.  IFil- 

liam.'-^This   Gentleman   was"  a, 

Phyfi- 
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Phyfician,  and  I  i.T)agme  was  Sen 
o*  Dr.  Peter  Chamber laine.  —  He 
lived  at  Shaftcfbuiy  in  Dorfetpire 
in  the  Reigns  of  King  Charles  I. 
and  King  Charles  II.  and  was  a 
very  zealous  Cavalier. — He  wrote 
but  one  Play,  entitled, 


Lime's  ViBor 


Tr.  Com. 


U'hich,  being  compofed  during 
the  inteiline  Trctibles,  at  which 
Time  the  Play-houfes  were  fup- 
prelTed,  could  not  then  be  afted, 
but  fame  Years  after  the  Refto- 
ration  was  brought  on  the  Stage 
under  the  Title  of, 

Wits  led  by  the  Nofe.     C. 

Chapman,  Mr.  George.— ^Of 
this  voluminous  and  ingenious 
Writer  we  are  at  a  Lofs  to  trace 
ibme  material  Particulars. — Viz. 
The  Family  from  whence  he  was 
defcended,  the  Place  where  he 
was  born,  and  the  School  at 
which  he  imbibed  the  earlieft 
Rudiments  of  his  Erudition. — It 
is  known  however  that  he  firft 
drew  Breath  in  the  Year  1557, 
and  that  in  1574,  being  then 
only  in  his  feventeenth  Year,  yet 
well  grounded  In  Grammar  Learn- 
ing, he  was  fent  to  the  Univer- 
fity  J  but  here  again  fome  Diffi- 
culty  arifes  as  to  whether  Oxford 
or  Cambridge  had  the  Honour  of 
compleating  his  Studies.  —  For 
tho'  it  is  certain  that  he  wts 
fome  Time  at  Oxford,  and  made 
a  Figure  there  in  the  Greek  and 
Latin  Languages,  yet  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  flione  there  either 
in  Logic  or  Philolbphy,  or  took 
any  Degree. — On  his  Return  to 
London  he  was  warmly  patronized 
by  Sir  Thomas  PFalfivghatny  and 
after  his  Death  by  his  Son. — He 
was  alfo  held  In  high  Eflimatlon 
by  Henry  Prince  of  Wales ,  and 
the  Earl  of  Somerfet ;  but  the  firft 
dying,  and  the  other  being  dif- 
graced,^  Chapman  s  Hopes  of  Pre- 
ferment were  fruftrated  j.  to  which 
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Difappointments  perhaps  the  iTiti- 
brage  taken  by  King  James  at 
fdme  Refledlions  caft  on  the  Scon. 
Nation  in  a  Comedy  calFd  Eaft- 
ivard  Nee,  wherein  this  Author 
had  a  Hand,  might  be  no  fmall 
Addition, — He  appears  however 
to  have  had  fome  Place  at  Court 
under  that  Monarch,  or  his  Queen 
^twe. — But  what  became  of  him 
during  the  Troubles  which  he 
lived  to  fee,  but  not  to  be  Wlt- 
nefs  to  their  entire  Termination, 
I  knov/  not. — He  pa/Ted  however 
thro'  a  long  Life,  dying  on  the 
I2th  of  May,  1654.  ^t.  77.  and 
was  buried  on  the  South  Side  of 
the  Church  of  St.  Giles's  In  the 
Fields,  a  Monument  being  erefl- 
ed  over  his  Grave  at  theExpence 
and  according  to  the  Invention  of 
that  great  Architect  higo  Jones, 
who  had  been  his  peculiar  Friend  , 
and  Intimate. . 

He  was  undoubtedly  a  Man  of 
very  great  Learnini^,  and  altho' 
Tranflation  kas  wiihin  our  latter 
Ages  reach'd  a  greater  Degree  of 
Perfedion  than  it  had  then  at- 
tained, a  due  Honour  ought  to  be. 
paid  to  the  Induftry  of  this  Wri- 
ter, who  tranllated,  and  that  in 
a  Manner  far  from  contemptible, 
the  whole  I/iad,  Odyffey,  and 
BaSiryomyomachia  of  Homer,  fome 
Parts  of  Hefiod,  and  Mujaus"^ 
Erotopagnion, — As  to  his  drama- 
tic Works,  they  are  fome  of  them 
unequal,  nor  has  he  in  any  of 
them  paid  much  Attention  to  Re- 
gularity, the  which  he  has  fo 
greatly  infringed,  as  to  extend  his 
Number  of  A£ls  in  one  Piece, 
viz.  Tieo  Wife  Men  and  all  the 
reji  Fools,-  to  two  beyond  the  fet- 
tled Standard, — His  Mafter  Pieces 
in  the  dramatic  Way  are  his  Buf- 
fy  D''Amboife  in  Tragedy,  his  Wi- 
doiv^s  Tears  in  Comedy,  and  his 
Mafque  of  the  Inns  of  Court.— 
in  his  private  Chara(fter  he  was 
truijr 
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tfuly  amiable,  and  maintained  a 
very  clofe  Acquaintance  with  the 
firft  Rate  Writers  of  his  Time, 
viz.   Shakefpeare,  yohnfon,  Sidney, 

Spenfer  and  Daniel. Yet  fuch 

was  yotifon's  natural  Envioufnefs 
of  Difpofition  and  Haughtinefs  of 
Temper,  that  as  Chapman  began 
to  grow  into  Reputation  he  is 
faid  to  have  grown  jealous  of 
him,  and  being,  by  the  Death  of 
Skakejpeare,  left  without  a  Rival, 
ftrove  to  continue  fo,  by  endea- 
vouring to  fupprefs  as  much  as 
roflible  the  riling  Fame  of  this 
his  Friend. 

IThe    Plays    Chapman  has    left 
Jsehind  him  are  as  follow, 
1.  AllFooh,     C. 

2.  Alphonsus    Emptor   of 

Germany.     T. 

3 .  Blind  Beggar  <j/"AlEXAN- 

DRIA.      C. 

.4.  BussY  D'Ambois.     T. 

5.  BussY  D'Ambois'j   Re- 
venge.    T. 

■6.  CiESAR  andPoMVEY.  T. 

7.  Con/piracy  of  BxRON,     T. 
two  Parts. 
,.  8.  Eajiward  Hoe.  C.  (Affift- 
tid    by     Ben    Jonjon    and 
Marflon.) 

9.  Gentleman  Ufher.     C. 

10.  Humouroui  Day'' s  Mirth.  C. 

11.  Md/ya^o//^f  Middle  Tem- 
ple and  Lincoln's-Inn, 

3  2.  May  Day.     C. 

2^.  Monfieur  D'Ohrvz.     C. 

14.  Revenge  for  Honour.     T. 

15.  Two  nvife  Men  arid  all  the 

refl  Fools.  Comical  Moral. 

36.  Widow  iTean.     C. 

Charke,  Mrs.  Charlotte.'-- — 
This  Lady  on  the  Score  of  an 
Author  has,  I  muft  confefs,  but 
barely  a  Right  to  a  Place  in  this 
Work,  having  only  produced  one 
little  Piece  in  the  dramatic  Kind, 
entitled, 

The  An  of  Management.  Far. 
But  as  fte  was  a  Daughter  of  the 
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C6let>rated  Colley  Cihber,  Efq:  and 
Sifter  to  M.V  ^heophilus  Cibber, 
Comedian,  fhe  feeni.  ^^  y^^^^  ^ 
Kind  of  hereditary  Claim  to  r^^^ 
particular  Notice  in  a  Work  pro- 
feffedly  intended  for  the  recording 
of  fuch  Perfonages  aftd  Things  as 
have  any  clofe  Connedlion  with, 
or  Reference  to,  the  Affl\irs  of 
the  Theatre. — And  although  /he 
cannot  be  confidered  of  equal 
Confequence  to  the  Public  with 
either  of  thefe  her  before-nam'd 
Relations,  yet  as  by  a  Courfe  of 
ftrange  Occurrences,  and  a  Dif- 
pofition apparently  of  the  moft 
romantic  and  inconfiderate  Na- 
ture, fhe  rendered  herfelf  the 
Subje£l  of  much  Converfation 
and  Cenfure,  and  as,  like  her 
Father  and  Brother,  fhe  has 
thought  proper  to  publifh  to  the 
World  fome  of  the  Adventures  of 
her  Life,  with  a  View,  as  it 
fhould  feem,  to  apologize  for  Part 
of  hei  Condufl,  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  an  Omiflion  that  I  could 
fcarcely  be  forgiven  for,  was  I 
not  to  oblige  my  Readers  with  a 
fliort  Summary  of  thofe  Adven- 
tures which,  diverted  from  the 
Number  of  very  trifling  Incidents 
which  fhe  had  interlarded  them 
with,  in  order  to  fwell  out  her 
Life  to  the  Bulk  of  a  Volume, 
may  not  perhaps  be  totally  unen- 
tertaining. 

She  informs  us  that  flie  was 
the  youngeft  Child  of  the  cele- 
brated Laureat,  born  at  a  Time 
when  her  Mother  was  forty-five 
Years  of  Age,  and  having  borne 
no  Children  for  fome  Years  be- 
fore, began  to  imagine  that  with- 
out this  additional  BlelTing  fhe 
had  fully  anfwered  the  End  of 
her  Creation,  and  therefore  feems 
to  conclude  that  (exclufive  of  her 
Parents,  by  whom  fhe  confefTes 
fhe  was  treated  with  the  utmoft 
Tendernefs  and  AfFeclion)  Ae 
came 
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cimc  not  only  an  unexpefled  but 
an  unwelcome  Guert  i'^-'  ^ne  Fa- 

niily. To.tK"  Diflike  of  her.o- 

ther  J^'-'J^tions  fhe  attributes  a 
very  confiderable  Share  of  her  fol- 
lowing Misfortunes,  '  but  indeed 
it:mufl:  be  ccnfelTed  that  fhe  very 
ea^ly  fcem'd  to  fhcw  a  Difpofition 
£o  wild,  fo  diffipated,  and  fo  un- 
fuitable  to  her  Sex,  ths't  it  is 
fcarcely  to  be  wonder'd  fhould 
give  Difguft  to  thofe  of  her 
Friends,  whofeWifhes  were  even 
the  moft  favourable  lowaids  her. 
In  fliort,  from  Infancy  (he  owns 
ihe  had  more  of  the  Male  than 
Female  in  her  Inclinations,  and 
relates  two  or  three  droll  Adven- 
tures of  her  drefling  herfelf  up 
in  her  Father's  Cloaths  j  her  rid- 
ing out  on  the  Back  of  an  Afs's 
Foal,  when  not  above  four  or 
five  Years  old,  &c.  that  feem  an 
evident  Foretafte  of  the  like  maf- 
culine  Condutl:  which  ihe  purfued 
thro'  Life.— At  eight  Years  old 
ihe  was  put  to  School,  but  had 
an  Education  beftowed  on  her 
more  fuitable  to  a  Boy  than  to 
one  of  the  oppofite  Sex  5  and  as 
fhe  grew  up  (he  followed  the  fame 
plan,  being  much  more  fre- 
quently in  the  Stable  than  in  the 
Bed-Chamber,  and  fully  Mif- 
trefs  of  the  handling  of  a  Curry- 
Comb,  tho'  totally  ignorant  of 
the  Ufe  of  a  Needle. — Her  very 
Amufements  all  took  the  fame 
Mafculine  Turn,  Shooting,  Hunt- 
ing, riding  Races,  and  digging  in 
a  Garden  being  ever  her  favorite 
Exercifes. — She  alfo  relates  an 
A£l  of  her  Prowefs  when  a  meer 
Child,  in  protecting  the  Houfe, 
when  in  Expedlation  of  an  At- 
tack from  Thieves,  by  the  firing 
of  Pifrols  and  Blunderbuffes  out 
at  the  Windows. All  her  Ac- 
tions feem  to  have  had  a  boyifh 
Mifchievoufnefs  in  them,  and  ihe 
fomitiraes  appears  to  have  run 
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great  Rifque  of  ending  them  xvltk 
the- moft  "fatal  Confequences. 

This  Wildnefs,  however,  was 
put  forae  Check  to  by  her  Mar- 
riage, when  very  young,  with 
Mr.  Richard  Charke,  an  eminent 
Performer  on  the  Violin,  imme- 
diately after  which  fhe  launched 
into  the  Billows  of  a  ftormy 
World,  in  which  ihe  was,  thro* 
the  whole  Remainder  of  her  Life, 
buffeted  about  without  ever  once 
reaching  a  peaceful  Harbour.— 
Her  Hulband's  infatiable  Pafiion 
for  Women  very  fooa  gave  her 
juft  Caufe  of  Uneafinefs,  and  in 
a  fljort  Time  appears  to  have  oc- 
cafioned  a  Separation — She  then 
applied  to  the  Stage,  apparently 
from  Inclination  as  well  as  Ne- 
cefiity,  and  opened  with  the  little 
Part  of  Mademoifelle  in  the  Pro- 
•uoked  T^ifey  in  which  Ae  met 
with  all  the  Succ.fs  ihe  could  ex- 
pe£t.— From  this  fhe  rofe  in  her 
fecond  and  third  Attempts  to  the 
capital  Charafters  of  Alicia  m 
Jane  Shore,  and  Andromache  in 
the  DiftrejCd  Mother,  in  which, 
notwithftanding  the  Remem  - 
brance  of  Mrs.  Porter  and  Mrs. 
Oldfield,  flie  met  with  great  In- 
dulgence from  the  Audience,  and 
being  remarkable  for  reading  well, 
was  fufFer'dto  go  on  upon  fudden 
Emergences  to  read  Charadlers  of 
no  lefs  Importance  than  thofe  of 
Cleopatra -SiW^  Queen  Elizabeth. — • 
She  was  after  this  engaged  at  a 
very  good  Salary  and  a  fufficient 
Supply  of  very  confiderable  Parts, 
at  the  Theatre  in  the  Haymarketf 
and  after  that  at  Drury-Lane. — • 
In  a  Word,  fhe  feem'd  well  fet- 
led,  and  likely  to  have  made  no 
inglorious  Figure  in  theatrical 
Life,  had  not  that  Want  ofCon- 
fideration  and  ungovernable  Im- 
petuofity  of  PafTions  which  run 
thVo'  all  her  Aftions,  induced 
her  to  quarrel  with  Mr.  Fleet- 
iviodi 
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«;{Wt/>  the  then  Manager,  whom 
file  not  only  left  on  a  Sodden 
without  any  Notice  given,  but 
even  vented  her  Spleen  againfl: 
him  in  public,  by  the  writing  of 
the  little  dramatic  Piece  I  have 
fpoken  of  above  j  and  tho'  that 
Gentleman  not  only  forgave  her 
this  Injury  and  reftored  her  to 
her  former  Station,  yet  /he  ac- 
kn-owledges  that  ihe  afterwards 
very  ungratefully  left  him  a  fe- 
cond  Time,  on  a  Caufe  in  which 
he  could  incur  no  Share  of  Blame. 

Thus  having  thrown  hcrfelf 
out  of  Employment  in  a  Profef- 
fion  in  w^hich  (he  had  a  fair  ap- 
parent Profpeft  of  Succefs,  fte 
next  enter'd  on  a  Bufinefs,  which, 
by  knowing  nothing  of,  fhe  muft 

be    certain  to  fail  in  j in   a 

Word,  (he  commenced  Trader, 
and  fet  up  as  a  Grocer  and  Oil- 
woman  in  a  Shop  in  Long-Acre, 

In  this  Station  fhe,  with  a 
great  Deal  of  Humour,  defcribes 
and  rallies  her  fanguine  Expeda- 
tions  and  abfurd  Proceedings,  till 
between  her  own  Ignorance,  and 
the  Tricks  of  Sharpers,  fome  of 
whom  cheated,  and  others  robbed 
her,  fhe  was,  after  having  kept 
Shop  about  three  Months,  forced 
to  throw  it  up,  and  fet  up  a  great 
Puppet-Shew,  over  the  "Temiis- 
Court,  in  y^ffj«-Street,  near  the 
Haymarket.~B\xt  after  fome  little 
Courfe  of  Succefs  in  this  Defign 
it  began  to  fail,  and  fhe  was  re- 
duced to  fell  for  twenty  Guineas 
what  flie  fays  had  coft  her.  near 
five  hundred  Pounds. 

During  the  Courfe  of  thefe 
Tranfaftions,  Mrs.  Charke  in- 
forms us,  that  ffie  had  highly  of- 
fended her  Father,  but  by  what 
Aftion  of  her  own  flie  does  not 
inform  us.— She  confefles  indeed 
that  flie  had  in  fome  Refpe£ts 
juftly  incurred  his  Difpleafure, 
Jbut  ii  defirous  of  having  it  appear 
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that  It  had  been  greatly  aggra- 
vated and  occafioned  to  hang  with- 
a  heavier  Load  on  her  than  it 
would  otheiwife  have  done,  thro* 
the  111  Offices  of  an  elder  Sifter. 
—However,  I  cannot  help  ima- 
gining the  Offence  to  have  been 
of  a  very  heinous  Nature,  fince 
it  is  evident  Mr.  Cibber  never  af- 
ter forgave  her,  nor  in  her  great- 
eft  biftrefles  feems  to  have  at  all: 
affifted  her  J  a  Condudl  entirely 
oppofite  to  that  Humanity  and 
univerfal  Benevolence^  which  were 
fo  well  known  to  be  the  Charac- 
teriftics  of  that  Gentleman's  Dif» 
pofition  ;  and  indeed,  whatever 
was  the  firli  Caufe  of  his  aban- 
doning her,  it  is  apparent  (h^ 
took  no  great  Care  to  avoid  a  far- 
ther Occafion  of  Refentment:  for 
in  a  Piece  called  the  Battle  of  the 
Poets,  in  which  was  a  Charafter 
moft  abufively  and  fcuniloufly 
aimed  at  the  Laureat,  Mrs.C^^r;^^, 
who  happened  to  be  a  Member  of 
the  Company  who  performed  it, 
was  herfelf  the  very  Perfon  by 
whom  that  Charafter  was  repre- 
fented  j  a  Step  which  fiie  could 
not  have  been  compelled  to  take, 
but  which  muft  have  been  a  vo- 
luntary Aft  of  her  own  in  the 
Exertion  of  her  Refentment, 
fomewhat  of  the  fame  Nature 
with  her  Conduft  towards  Mr. 
Heetwood  ;  but  which,  in  Confe- 
quence  of  the  Relation  ftie  ftood 
in  X.0  Mr.  Cibber,  muft  apparently 
be  the  Means  of  throwing  an  in- 
fuperable  Bar  in  the  Way  of  any 
Reconciliation  between  them. 

But  to  proceed. — During  the 
Courfe  of  thefe  Tranfadtions, 
Mr.  Charke,  whom  I  have  before- 
mentioned,  had  been  for  fome 
Time  parted  from  his  Wife,  and 
had  engaged  himfelf  to  go  over  to 
Jamaica  with  a  Gentleman  in  the 
mercantile  Way,  where,  in  about 
twenty  Months  after  hh  Arrival, 
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he.  died,  leaving  our  Heroine  once 
more  at  Liberty  to  unite  heifelf 
by  the  Matrimonial  Tie  where- 

ever  fhe  fliould  think  proper, 

She  therefore  informs  us,  that 
foon  after  her  parting  with  her 
Property  as  above -related,  fhe  was 
very  cloVtly  addrefled  by  a  worthy 
Gentleman,  whofe  Name  fhe 
fecms  very  carefully  to  conceal, 
in  Confequence  of  a  ftri£l  Vow 
{he  had  taken  never  to  difcovcr 
it. — To  this  Gentleman  flie  gives 
us  to  underftand  fhe  was  United 
by  a  fecret  Marriage  ;  but  as  he 
did  not  long  furvive  that  Union, 
fhe  was  once  again  left  deftitute 
and  friendlefs  ;  nay,  even  preju- 
diced in  her  Affairs  from  a  falfe 
Report  of  her  having  by  his  Death 
come  into  a  very  conliderablc  For- 
tune.— In  fhort,  fhe  was  fcon  af- 
ter arretted  for  a  fmall  Sum  ;  in 
Confequence  of  which  fhe  was 
compelled  to  remain  for  feme 
Hours  in  a  Bailiff's  Houfe. — The 
Defcription  Ihe  gives  of  her  Sen- 
fatlons  on  this  Occafion,  and  the 
Difappointment  Ihe  met  with  in 
her  various  Applications  for  Re- 
lief, are  natural,  but  not  new, 
and  I  cannot  fay  fhe  has  done 
any  great  Honour  to  the  apparent 
Choice  {he  muft  have  made  of 
Acquaintance,  as  fhe  informs  us 
that  fhe  had  not  been  half  an 
Hour  in  Cuftody  before  fhe  was 
furrounded  by  all  the  Ladies  who 
kept  Coffee- Houfes  in  and  about 
Co-vent-Cardcn  ;  and  that  wx  find 
her  Difcharge  at  laft  was  brought 
about  entirely  by  a  Subfcription, 
formed  among  a  Number  of  well- 
known  Proftitutes  and  public 
Brothel-Keepers. 

Being  now  releafed,  her  fole 
Means  of  procuring  a  Livelihood 
was  by  feeking  out  for  the  lowefl 
Kind  of  theatrical  Employment, 
In  filling  up  occafion  ally  fiuch 
Parts  as  chanced  to  be  deficient 
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In  the  private  Exhibitions,  or  ra- 
ther Butcheries  of  fome  of  our 
dramatic  Pieces  at  the  Ter.ris- 
Court,  or  elfewhere  :  in  which 
Bufineis  fhe  fcems  generally 
to  have  chofen  the  Male  Cha- 
racters ;  and  indeed  fhe  moft  con.« 
monly  ufed  to  be  drelTed  in  Man's 
Cloaths  even  in  private  Life,  the 
Reafon  of  which  fhe  afFedls  to 
make  a  Myftery  of,  and  to  im- 
ply as  if  that  Myflery  had  fome 
Reference  to  her  Connedtion  with 
the  Gentleman  above-mentioned. 
Be  this  as  it  will,  we  are  in- 
formed that  in  the  Progrefs  of 
her  theatrical  Adventures  of  this 
Kind,  fhe  met  with  one  whereby 
fhe  was  for  a  fhort  Time  not  a 
little  embarrafled,  which  was  no 
other  than  her  becoming  the  Ob- 
ied:  of  a  tender  PafJion  in  the 
Bofom  of  a  young  Lady,  who, 
having  an  immenfe  Fortune  in 
her  own  PofTeflion,  thought  her- 
fclf  at  Liberty  to  make  an  open 
P'rofefTion  of  her  Love,  and  even 
to  offer  Propofals  of  Matrimony, 
— This  Circumflance,  however, 
obliged  her  to  a  Declaration  of 
her  Sex,  to  tlie  no  fmall  Difap- 
pointment of  the  Lady ;  and  the 
Company  of  A^ors  fhe  belonged 
to  foon  quitting  the  Town,  the 
Affair  was  hufhed  up,  and  the 
Report  of  it  filenced. 

In  this  uncertain  Kind  of  Em» 
ployment  fhe  continued  till,  thro* 
the  Recommendation  of  her  Bro- 
ther, five  was  reteivpd  into  the 
Family  of  a  certain  Nobleman, 
in  the  Charader  of  a  Vakt  de 
Chambrf  or  Gentleman,— In  this 
Situation  fhe  defcribes  herfelf  as 
being  very  happy,  till  fome  Friends 
of  his  Lordfhip's  remarking  aji 
Impropriety  in  the  entertaining 
one  of  her  Sex  in  that  Charaftpr, 
fhe  was  again  difcharg'd  and  left 
to  the  wide  World. 

Hfif 
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Her  next  Employment  was  the 
making  and  felling  of  Saufages 
for  the  Support  of  herfelf  and 
Child. — But  this  failing,  ihe  be- 
came a  Waiter  at  the  King's-Head 
Tavern  at  Mary  bone]  commenced 
afterwards  Manager  of  a  ftrolling 
Company  of  Players,  and  pafs'd 
thro'  feveral  trivial  Adventures, 
but  moft  of  them  diftrefsful  ones, 
till  at  length,  by  the  Affiftance 
of  an  Uncle,  fhe  was  enabled  to 
©pen  a  Public  Houfe,  the  Situa- 
tion of  which  fhe  imprudently 
fixed  in  Drury  Lane  j  and  here, 
notwithftanding  the  Experience 
her  long  Acquaintance  with 
Misfortune  might,  one  would 
think,  have  given  her,  the  fame 
Indifcretion  and  Mifmanagement 
which  before  had  ruined  her  ftill 
continued  to  direft  her  Anions, 
and  forced  her  in  a  very  fhort 
Time  to  (hut  up  her  Houfe,  and 

difpofe  of  all  her  Eftefts. She 

then  engaged  herfelf  in  the  Hay- 
market  fheatre,  under  her  Bro- 
ther Mr.  Theophilus  Gibber  j  but 
this  Provifion  did  not  long  conti- 
nue, that  Gentleman  and  his 
Company  being  foon  after  obliged 
to  defift  by  Virtue  of  an  Order 
from  the  Lord  Chamberlain. 

Her  next  Engagement  was  with 
the  celebrated  Mr.  Rujel,  the 
Puppet-Shew  Man,  by  whom  fhe 
tells  us  flie  was  empk'yeo  at  a 
Guinea /If/-  Day  to  move  his  Fi- 
gures during  his  Exhibition  at 
Hic{ford's  Great  Room  in  Brewer'' s 
Street. — But  after  his  Death,  the 
diftrefsful  and  wretched  Circum- 
ftances  of  which  ihe  has  not 
badly  related,  (he  again  joined 
Fortunes  with  difrerent  Sets  of 
ftrolling  Players,  among  whom 
ilie  remained  for  very  near  nine 
Years. 

Her  Adventures  during  the 
Courfe  of  that  Time  being  no- 
thing but  one  variegated  Scene  of 
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pitiable  DiftrefTeSjOf  a  Kind  which 
no  one  can  be  a  Stranger  to  wha 
has  either  feen  or  read  the  Ac- 
counts of  thofe  moft  wretched  of 
all  human  Beings,  the  Members 
of  a  meer  ftrolling  Company  of 
A£lors,  1  (hall  be  excufed  the  en- 
tring  into  Particulars,  and  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed  to  her  coming 
to  London  in  1755,  where  fhe 
publiftied  that  Narrative  of  her 
own  Life,  from  which  this  Ac- 
count is  abrtra£led,  and  which 
therefore  proceeds  fo  far  as  to 
that  Year. — Whether  the  Profits 
of  her  Book  enabled  her  to  fub- 
lift  for  the  (hort  Remainder  of 
her  Life  withput  the  feeking  for 
farther  Adventures  I  know  not. 
—Death,  however,  put  a  Period 
to  it,  and  thereby  to  one  conti- 
nued Courfe  of  Mifery,  the  evi- 
dent Confequence  of  Folly,  Im- 
prudence and  Abfurdity ,  fome 
Time  in  the  Year  1759  j  having 
not  long  furvived  her  Father  and 
Brother  j  fome  Account  of  whofe 
Lives  our  Reader  will  find  a  lit- 
tle further  in  this  Work. 

Chaves,  Mr.  ^. Of  thss 

Author  I  can  trace  nothing  far- 
ther than  that  he  wrote  one  Play> 
called. 

The  Lever's  Cure.     C. 

He  does  not  however  appear  to 
have  been  a  Perfon  of  any  confi- 
derable  Note,  by  his  Piece  beirrg 
dedicated  to  Sir  JVilliam  Read  the 
Afountebank. 

Cheek E,  Mr.  Henry.— — Of 
this  Gentleman  I  know  nothing 
more  than  the  finding  his  Name 
in  CoxetcrB  MS.  Notes,  as  Au- 
thor, as  rather  Tranflator  frona 
the  Italian, ""  of  a  Play,  called. 

Free  Will.     Trag. 

Ch E T  woo D,  Mr.  William  Ru ■ 
fus. — This  Author  for  fome  Time 
kept   a  Bockfeiler's  Shop  in  Co- 

ivnt  Garden,- He  was  alfo  for 

twenty  Years  Prompter  to  Drury 
[  F  2  2  Laiit 
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tane  Theatre,  and  in  that  very 
Jabovious  and  ufeful  Oflfice  was 
efteem'd  to  have  great  Excellence. 
— Tho'  no  After  himfelf,  yet, 
from  being  fo  converfant  with 
the  Stage,  and  with  the  various 
Manners  cf  different  eminent 
Performers,  he  became  no  bad 
theatrical  InfiruftoJ-  :  and  to  the 
Pains  he  has  taken  in  that  Bufi- 
nefs  feme  confiderable  A6lors 
jiow  living,  perhaps,  ftand  in- 
debted  for  Part  at  leaft  of  their 

early  Approbation.- -I  have  in 

particular  heard  it  aflerted,  not 
cnly  by  Mr.  Ci>f /woe  J  himfelf,  but 
.  others,  that  Mr.  Barry  received 
.  his  firft  Rudiments  of  theatrical 
'Execution  from  this  Gentleman, 
as  did  alfo  a  Lady,  who  has  for  a 
-few  Years  paft  flood  in  high  Efti- 
mation  with  the  Audiences  of 
Dublin,  viz.  Mrs.  Fitzbenry,  for-- 
merly  Mrs.  Grtgory. 

Mr.  Chetivood  by  his  firft  Wife 
.had  a  Daughter,  who  was  bred 
up  to  the  theatrical  Life,  and  was 
jnarried  to  one  Mr.  Gemea. — His 
fecond  Wife,  who  I  believe  is  ftill 
living,  was  a  Grand -Daughter  of 
Mr.  Colley  Cihber. — Mr.  Chetivood 
himfelf  alfo  is  living,  and  I  think 
in  Dublin,  but  in  a  very  advanced 
Age. — He  has  wrote  fome  Pieces 
.in  the  Novel  Way^  and  a  Work 
csU'd  A  General  Hijiory  of  the 
Stage,  w^hxh  however  has  very 
little,  or  rather  indeed  no  Merit. 
—He  has  alfo  v^ritten  the  follow- 
Jng  dramatic  Pieces, 

I.  Generous   Free  Mafon.      T.- 

C.  F.  B.  Opera. 
a .  Kumours  of  Exchange- Alley, 

Farce. 

3.  Lover  s  Opvra,     Ballad  Far. 

Vid.Yol.l.  Appendix. 

4..  South^Sea.     Farce. 

Gibber,    Colley,    Efqj— This 

Gen-tleman,  to  whom  the  Englifli 

Stage  has  been  in  many  Refpcfts 

greatly  obliged,  both  as  an  Ailor 
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stnd  a  Writer  j  and  in  the  latter 
Chara£ter  doubly  fo  by  being  not 
only  greatly  afliRant  in  fupporting 
it  by  his  numerous  and  entertain- 
ing dramatic  Pieces,  but  alfo  its 
Hiftoriographer  thro'  a  very  long 
and  important  Period,  has  given, 
us  fo  very  pleafing  and  impsrtial 
a  Detail  of  the  moft  material- 
Circumftances  of  his  Life,  that 
I  cannot  apply  to  a  more  perfeft 
Source  of  Intelligence  concern- 
ing it  than  what  that  Work  will 
afford  me,  more  efpecially  as  in 
it  he  has  drawn  the  moft  candid 
Portrait  of  the  Features  of  his 
Mind,  as  well  as  the  cleareft 
Narrative  of  the  Effefts  produced 
by  the  different  Combinations  of 
the  feveral  Parts  of  his  natural 
Difpofition. — From  that  there- 
fore the  greateft  Part  of  the  fal- 
lowing Account  will,  in  as  con- 
cife  a  Manner  as  pofiible,  be  ex- 
trafted. 

Mr,  Gibber  then  was  born  on  - 
the  6th  of  No-vember,  O.  S.  1671, 
in  Southampton  Street,  Covent  Gar- 
den.— His  Father  Caius  Gabriel 
Gibber  was  a  Native  of  IJoIJhin, 
and  came  into  E?!gland  to  follow 
his  P/ofeffion  of  a  Statuary  fome- 
time  before  the  Reftoration  of 
King  Charles  II. — The  Eminence 
he  attained  to  in  liis  Art  may  be 
judged  from  the  two  celebrated 
Images  of  raging  and  melancholy 
Madnefs  on  the  two  Piers  of  the 
great  Gate  of  Betbdehem  Hofpital, 
and  aifo  by  the  Baffo  Relievo  oa 
the  Pedeftal  of  that  ftupendous 
Column  called  the  Monument, 
ere£led  in  Commemoration  of  the 
great  Fire  oi  London  in  t666.— ^ 
His  Mother  was  the  Daughter  of 
V/ilUam  Colley,  Efqj  oi  Glaijion  m 
Rudand/hire,  whofe  Father,  Sir 
Anthony  Colley,  by  his  fteady  At- 
tachment to  the  Royal  Caufe, 
during  the  Troubles  of  King 
Cbarks  lii's  Reign  reduced  his 
Eftate 
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Eftate  from  three  thoufan^l  to  Toon  as  poflible  to  theUn'iverril;>- 
about  three  hundred  Pounds  per  — -This  Pvcqueft  his  Father  feem'el 
Annum. — The  Family  of  the  Co/-  very  inclinable  to  comply  with, 
leys,  tho'  extlnfl  by  the  Death  of  and  afTurM  him  in  his  Anfwer, 
our  Laureat's  Uncle  ^^TO^?-^  Cs/-  that  as  foon  as  his  own  Leifure 
ley,  Efq;  from  whom  our  Author  would  permit,  he  would  go  with 
received  his  Chriftian  Name,  and  him  to  Cambridge,  at  which  Uni- 
who  was  the  laft  Heir  Male  of  it,  verfity  he  imagined  he  had  more 
had  been  a  very  ancient  one,  it  Interefc  to  fettle  him  to  Advent- 
appearing  from  Wright^  Fliftory  age  than  <^x.Oxjcrd\  but  in  the- 
of  Riitlandp.re,  that  they  had  mean  Time  fent  for  him  down 
been  Sheriffs  and  Members  of  to  Cba'fivorth,  that  he  might  in 
Parliament  from  the  Reign  of  the  Interim  be  more  immedicitely 
Henry  VII.  to  the  latter  End   of    under  his  own  Eye. 

King  Charles   I. In    1682  he         Before  young  Cihher,  however,, 

was  fent  to  the  Free-School  of  could  fet  out  on  his  Journey  for 
Grantham  in  Lincolnjhlre,  where  that  Place,  the  Prir.ce  of  0;v,'«|t, 
he  ftaid   till   he   got  through   it,     afterwards  King  ^-i///^»2  III.   had 


from  the  loweft  Form  to  the 


up- 


landed  in  the  "Weft,  fo  that  when' 


permoft,    and    fuch  Learning    as     our  Author  came  to  Nottinghaip, 


that  School  could  give  him,  is,  as 
he  himfelf  acknowledges,  tJie 
iDoft  he  could  pretend  to  :  About 
1689  he  was  taken  from  School 
to  ftand  for  the  Eleiflion  of  Chil- 
dren into  Winchefi'er  CoUedge,  but 
having  no  farther  Intereft  or  Re- 
commendation than  that  of  his 
own   naked    Merit,  and  the  be- 


he  found  his  Father  in  Arms 
there  among  the  Forces  which 
the  Earl  of  jDfvo?^/>t'  had  raifed 

to   aid   that  Prince. The   old 

Man  confidering  this  as  a  very 
proper  Seafon  for  a  young  Fellow 
to  diftinguifli  himfelf  in,  and  be- 
ing befides  too.  far  advanced  in 
Years  to  endure  the  Fatigue  of  a 


Ing  defcended  by  the  Mother's  Winter  Compaign,  entreated  the 
Side  from  William  of  Wickkam  Earl  of  De'vonjhire  to  accept  of 
the  Founder,  it  is  not  to  be  won-  this  Son  in  hia  Room,  which  his 
der'd  at  that  he  was  unfuccefs-  Lord/hip  not  only  confented  to, 
ful. — Rather  pleas'd.  with  what  but  even  promifed,  that  when 
he  look'd  on  as  a  Reprieve  from  Afflnrs  v/ere  fettled  he  would 
the  confined  Life  of  a  School-  farther  provide  for  him.— Thus 
Boy,  than  piqued  at  the  Lofs  of  all  at  once  was  the  Current  of 
his  Eledlion,  he  returned  to  Low-  our  young  Hero's  Fortune  en- 
dm,  and.  there  even  thus  early  tirely  turned  into  a  new  Channel,, 
conceived  an  Inclination  for  the  his  Thoughts  of  the  Univerfity 
Stage,  which  however  he,  on  were  fmother'd  in  Ambition,  and^ 
more  Confiderations  than  one,  the  intended  Academician  con- 
thought  proper  to  fupprefs  ;  and  verted,   to   his    inexpreiTible  De- 


therefore  wrote  down  to  his  Fa- 
ther, who  was  at  that  Time  em- 
ployed at  Chatftvorth  in  Derby- 
Jhire,    by    the   Earl    (afterwards 


light,   into  a  Campaigner. 

They  had  not  been  many  Days 
at  Nottingham  before  they  heard^ 
that    Prince   George  of  Denmark^ 


Duke)  of  Z)(;X'0»^;V£  in  the  raifing  with  fome  other  great  Perfons,. 
that  Seat  to  the  Magnificence  it  were  gone  off  from  the  King 
has  ever  fince  poflefs'd,  to  intreat  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and: 
of  him  that  he  might  be  fent  as    that    the  Princefs  Anne,    fearing, 
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be  •  Father's  Refentment,  In  Con- 
^  fe  ]uence  of  this  Stf  p  of  her  Con- 
'  fort,  had  withdrawn  herfelf  from 
London  in  the  Night,  and  was 
then  within  half  a  Days  Journey 
of  Nottingham  ;  and  moreover, 
that  a  Thoufand  of  the  King's 
Dragoons  were  in  Purfuit  of  her, 
in  oriier  to  bring  her  back  Pri- 
foner  to  London. — Altho'  this  laft 
Article  was  no  more  than  a  falfe 
Alarrh,  being  one  of  the  Strata- 
gems madeUfe  of  over  the  whole 
Kingdom,  in  order  to  excite  and 
animate  the  People  to  their  com- 
mon Defence  j  yet  it  obliged  the 
Troops  to  fcramble  to  Arms  in 
as  much  Order  as  their  Confter- 
jiation  would  admit  of,  to  haften 
to  her  Afliftance  or  Refcue  j  but 
■fhey  'had'  not  advanced  many 
Miles  on  the  London  Road,  be- 
fore they  met  the  Princefs  in  a 
Coach,  attended  only  by  Lady 
Churchin  and  Lady  Fitzharding, 
•■whom  they  conduded  thro'  the 
Acclamations  of  the  People  to 
J'lottirgkatny'wh.ext  they  were  that 
Night  entertained  at  the  Charge 
of  the  Earl  of  Devonfmre.  On 
this  Occafion  Mr.  Cibber  being 
deiirM  by  his  Lordihip's  Maitre 
D'Hotel  to  attend,  the  Poll  af- 
^fgn'd  him  v/as  to  obferve  what 
;the  Lady  Churchill,  afterwjfrds 
Dutchefc  of  Marlborough,  might 
call  for ;  and  from  the  Manner 
in  which  he  has  made  Mention 
©f  that  Lady,  it  is  apparent  that 
her  Charms  at  that  Time  made 
,fuch  an  Impreflion  on  his  young 
Heart,  as,  tho''  the  immenfe 
Diftance  of  her  Rank  obliged, 
and  at  the  fame  Time  perhaps 
enabled  him  to  fupprefs,  yet  even  a 
Courfe  of  fifty  Years  which  paffed 
'-fcetween  that  Period  and  the  Time 
cf  his  writing  his  Apology  could 
»ot  entirely  efface. 

From  Nottingham   the  Troops 
aiarched  to  Oxford,    where   the 
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PrinCe  aiid  Princefs  of  Denniark 
met. — Here  the  Troops  continued 
in  quiet  Qu^arters  till  on  the 
fettling  of  the  publick  Tranqui- 
lity, when  they  were  remanded 
back  to  Nottingham,  and  thofe 
who  chofe  it  v/ere  granted  their 
Difcharge,  among  whom  was  our 
Author,  who  now  quitted  the 
Field  and  the  Hopes  of  Military 
Preferment,  and  return'd  to  his 
Father  at  ChatJ-worth, — And  now 
his  Expeftations  of  future  For- 
tune, in  a  great  Meafure,  depended  . 
upon  the  Promifes  of  Patronage 
he  had  receiv'd  from  the  Earl  of 
Devonjhire,  who,  on  being  re- 
minded of  them,  was  fo  good 
as  to  defire  his  Father  to  fend 
him  to  London  in  the  Winter, 
when  he  would  confider  of  fome 
Provifion  for  him  ;  and  our  Au- 
thor,with  equal  Honour  and  Can- 
dour, acknowledges  that  it  might 
well  require  Time  to  confider  it, 
for  that  it  was  then  much  harder 
to  know  what  he  was  really  fit 
for,  than  to  have  got  him  any 
Thing  he  was  not  fit  for.  During 
his  Period  of  Attendance  on  this 
Nobleman,  however,  a  frequent 
Application  to  the  Amufements 
of  the  Theatre,  awakened  ia 
him  his  Paffion  for  the  Stage, 
which  he  feem^d  now  determined 
on  puvfuing  as  his  Sumnium  Bo~ 
rum,  and  in  fpite  of  Father,  Mo- 
ther, or  Friends  to  fix  on  as  his 
Ne  plus  Ultra. 

Previous  however  to  our  pro-* 
ceeding  to  the  theatrical  Anec- 
dotes of  his  Life,  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  mention  one  Circumftance 
which  tho'  it  happened  fomewhat 
later  than  his  firfl:  commgncing 
Adcor,  I  cannot  vi^ithout  an  im- 
proper Interruption  introduce  with 
any  Chronological  Exaftnefs  with- 
out breaking  into  the  Thread  of 
my  Narrative  hereafter  jyet  which 
is  an  Event  cor-ftantly  of  Import- 
aace 
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ance  in  eve  17  Man's  Hiftory,  and 
^  which  he  himfelf  mentions  as  an 
Inftance  of  his  Difcretion  more 
defperate  than  that  of  preferring 
the  Stage  to  any  Views  of  Life. 
—This  is  no  other  than  his  Mar- 
riage, which  he  enter'd  into  be- 
fore he  was  quite  twenty-two 
Years  of  Age,  merely  on  the 
Plan  of  Love,  at  a  Time  when 
he  himfelf  informs  us  he  had 
no  more  than  twenty  Pounds  a 
Year,  which  his  Father  had  af- 
fur'd  to  him,  and  twenty  Shillings 
per  Week  from  the  Theatre, 
which  could  not  amount  to  above 
thirty  Pounds  per  Ann.  more. — 
The  Lady  he  married  was  Sifter 
to  John  Shore,  Efq;  who  for  many 
Years  was  Serjeant-Trumpet  of 
England,  to  which  Gentleman  as 
^v.  Cibber  was  one  Day  paying  a 
Vifit,  his  Ear  was  charmed  with 
the  Harmony  of  a  Female  Voice, 
accompanied  by  a  Finger  which 
performed  in  a  mafterly  Manner 
on  a  Harpfichord  j  being  inform- 
ed, on  an  Enquiry  which  an  un- 
ufual  Curiofity  urged  him  to 
make,  that  both  the  Voice  and 
Hand  belong'd  to  the  Sifter  of  his 
Friend,  he  begg'd  to  be  intro- 
duc'd,  and  at  firft  Sight  was 
captivated  with  the  View  of  eve- 
ry perfonal  Charm  that  could  ren- 
der a  Female  amiable  and  at- 
traftive. — Nor  was  lue  lefs  de- 
lighted with  the  Sprightlinefs  of 
his  Wit,  and  the  eafy  Gaiety  of 
his  Addrefs. — In  ftiort  a  Court- 
ihip  quickly  commenc'd  on  the 
Foundation  of  a  mutual  Paffion, 
and  terminated  in  a  Marriage 
contrary  to  the  Confent  of  the 
young  Lady's  Father,  who,  tho' 
he  afterwards  thought  proper  to 
give  her  fome  Fortune,  yet  in  the 
Suddennefs  of  his  Refentment  put 
it  out  of  his  own  Power  to  be- 
ilow  on  her  all  that  he  had  ori- 
V  ginally  intended  her,  by  appro- 
priating great  Part  of  what  he 
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hnd  fo  defigned  her,  to  the  build- 
ing of  a  little  Retirement  on  the 
Thames,  which  he  called  Shire''^ 
Folly,  and  which  has  been  de- 
moiifhed  for  many  Years  paft. 

But  to  proceed  to  his  dramatic 
Hiftory. — It  appears  tb  have  been 
about  February  1689,  when  Our 
Author  firft  became  a  Dangler 
about  the  Theatre,  where  for  fome 
Time  he  confider'd  the  Priviledge 
of  every  Day  feeing  Plays  a  fuf- 
ficient  Confideration  for  the  beft: 
of  his  Services^  fo  that  he  was  full 
three  Quarters  of  a  Year  before 
he  was  taken  into  a  Salary  of 
ten  Shillings  per  Week— The 
Infufficiency  of  his  Voice,  and 
the  Difadvantages  of  a  meagre 
uninformed  Perfon,  were  Bars  to 
his  fetting  out  as  a  Hero;  and 
all  that  feem'd  promifing  in  him 
was  an  Aptnefs  of  Ear,  and  in 
Confequence  of  that  a  Juflnefs 
in  his  Manner  of  fpeaking. — The 
Parts  he  play'd  were  very  trivial  j 
that  which  he  was  firft  taken 
any  confiderable  Notice  of  being 
of  no  greater  Confequence  than 
the  Chaplain  in  the  Orphan  j 
and  he  himfelf  informs  us,  that 
the  Commendations  he  received 
on  that  Occafion  from  Goodmany 
z.  Veteran  of  imminence  on  the 
Stage,  which  he  had  at  that 
Time  quitted,  filled  him  with  a 
I'ranfport  which  could  fcarcely 
be  exceeded  by  thofe  oi  Akxan&er 
or  C/W/a  XII.    at  the  Head   of 

their  viftorioixs  Armies. His 

next  Step  to  Fame  was  in  Con- 
fequence of  Queen  Mary's  having 
commanded  the  Double  Dealer  ta 
be  adled,  when  Mr.  Kynafton,  who 
originally  play'd  Lord  Touchivood, 
being  fo  ill,  as  to  be  entirely 
incapable  of  going  on  for  it, 
Mr.  Gibber,  on  the  Recommen- 
dation of  Congre-ve,  the  Author 
of  the  Play,  undertook  the  Part, 
and  at  that  very  ftiort  Notice,  per- 
formed it  fo  weilj  that  Mr.  Con- 
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frme  not  only  paid  bim  Tome  very 
high  Complements  on  it,  but  re- 
commended him  to  anEnJargement 
of  Salary  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
Shillings  per  Week. — Rut  even 
this  Succefs  did  not  greatly  ele- 
vate the  Rank  of  Eftimation  in 
■which  he  ftood  with  the  Paten- 
tees as  an  After;  for  on  the 
opening  cf  Drury-Lane  Theatre 
in  1693,  with  the  Remainder  of 
the  old  Company,  on  the  Revolt 
©f  Bettei'ton  and  feveral  of  the 
principal  Performers  to  Lincolm- 
Inn  Fields,  an  Occafional  Pro- 
logue which  he  had  written,  al- 
tlio'  acknowledged  the  beft  that 
had  been  ofterd,  and  very  readily 
paid  for,  yet  would  not  be  ad- 
mitted to  an  Acceptance  on  any 
©ther  Terms  than  his  abfolutely 
lelinquifliing  any  Claim  to  the 
fpeaking  it  himfelf. 

Soon  after  his  accepting  of  the 
Part  of  Fondieivife  in  the  Old 
Batchelor  on  a  fudden  Emergency, 
in  which,  by  the  clofeft  Imita- 
tion of  Boggety  who  had  been  an 
original  Performer  of  it,  not  on- 
ly in  Drefs,  hut  in  Voice  and 
Manner,  he  obtained  an  almoft 
unbounded  Plaudit  from  the  Au- 
dience, gave  him  iortii  little 
Flight  of  Reputation;  yet  not 
only  thb,  but  even  the  Applaufe 
which  in  the  enfuing  Year  he 
obtained,  both  as  an  Author  and 
Aftor,  by  his  iirft  Comedy,  called 
Lwii  Shift,  or  the  Fool  in  Fa- 
Jhion,  .were  infufficient  to  promote 
hirti  to  any  confiderable  Caft  of 
Parts,  till'  the  Year  1 6g  6,  when  Sir 
yohn  Vanbrugh  did  him  a  double 
Honour,  •viz,,  firft,  by  borrowing 
the  Hint  of  his  Comedy  for  the 
•writing  of  his  ReJapJe,  by  Way  of 
Sequel  to  it  j  and  fecondly,.  by 
fixing  on  him  for  the  Peiform- 
ance  of  his  favorite  Charadter  in 
it  of  Lord  Foppingtofiir^ln  1.706, 
however,  we  find  him  confidered 
bxMr^.JS/fi'  tjie  Pateatee,  as  of 
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fome  Confe(][uence,  by  his  except- 
ing him  from  the  Number  of  the 
Performers  whom  he  permitted 
Mr.  Sivinsy  to  engage  with  for 
his  Thtatre  in  the  Maymarket^ 
(tho*  our  Author,  on  finding  him- 
felf (lightly  us'd  by  this  Ma- 
nager, paid  no  Regard  to  that  Ex- 
ception, but  joined  Siviney)  and 
in  the  enfuing  Year,  when  his 
Friend  Colonel  Brett  obtained  a 
fourth  Share  in  the  Patent,  and 
that  the  Performers  formed  a  Co- 
alition, and  returned  to  Drury 
Lane,  Mr.  Cihber  alfo  conceded 
to  the  Treaty,  and  returned  with 
them  ;  but  on  the  filencing  of 
the  Patent  in  1709,  he,  together 
with  JVtlks,  Dogget  and  Mrs.  Old- 
feld,  went  over  again  to  Mr.. 
Unvitiey, 

In  1711,  he  became  united  as 
joint  Patentee  with  Collier,  PFilki 
and  Dogget,  in  the  Management 
of  Drury  Lane  Theatre.— And  af- 
terwards in  a  like  Partnerihip 
with  Booth,  TVilks  and  Sir  Rich, 
Steels. — During  this  latter  Period, 
which  continued  till  17  3 1,  ths 
Englijh  Stage  was  perhaps  in  the 
moft  flourishing  State  it  ever  en- 
joy'd.— — But  the  Loft  of  Booth, 
Mrs.  Oldfield,  Mrs.  Porter  and 
Mr.  Wilhi,  lopping  off  it's  prin- 
cipal Supports,  Mr.  Cibber  fold- 
out  his  Share  of  the  Patent,  and 
retired  from  the  public  Bufinefs 
of  the  Stage,  to  which  however 
he  at  a  few  particular  Periods 
occafionally  returned,  performing 
at  no  lefs  a  Salary,  as  I  have 
been  informed,  than  fifty  Gui- 
neas per  Night ;  and  in  the  Year 
i745>  tho'  upwards  of  feventy- 
fonr,  he  appcar'd  in  the  Cha- 
rafter  of  Randolph  the  Pope's  Le- 
gate, in  his  own  Tragedy,  called 
Papal  Tyranny,  which  he  per- 
formedi  notwithftanding  his  ad- 
vanced Age,  with  great  Vigour 
and  Spirit. 

"What  might  perhaps  he  an  ad- 
ditional 
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pitional  Inducement  to  this  Gen- 
tleman to  leave  the  Stage  at  the 
Time  he  did,  when,  as  he  him- 
felf  tells  us,  though  it  began  to 
grow  late  in  Life  with  him,  yet, 
ftill  having  Health  and  Strength 
enough  to  have  been  as  ufeful  on 
the  Stage  as  ever,  he  was  under 
no  vifible  Neceflity  of  quitting 
it,  might  be  his  having,  in  the 
Year  1730,  on  the  Death  of  Mr. 
Eufden,  been  promoted  to  the  va- 
cant Laurel,  the  Salary  annexed 
to  which,  together  with  what  he 
had  faved  from  the  Emoluments 
of  the  Theatre,  and  the  Sale  of 
his  Share  in  the  Patent,  fet  him 
above  the  Neceflity  of  continuing 
on  it. — And  after  a  Number  of 
Years  pafs'd  in  the  utmoft  Eafe, 
Gaiety  and  Good-Humour,  he  de- 
parted this  Life  towards  the  latter 
End  of  the  Year  1757,  having 
juft  compleated  his  86th  Year. 

Mr.  Gibber  has,  in  his  own 
Apology  for  his  Life,  drawn  fo 
open  and  candid  a  Portrait  of 
himfelf  in  every  Light  in  which 
we  can  have  occafion  to  confider 
him,  that  I  can  by  no  Means  do 
more  juftlce  to  his  Charafter  than 
hy  taking  feparately  the  feveral 
Features  of  that  Portrait  to  en- 
able the  Reader  to  form  an  Idea 
of  him  in  the  feveral  Points  of 
View,  of  a  li'lan,  an  ASior,  and 
a  Writer. 

As  a  Man  he  has  told  us,  that 
evert  from  his  School-Days  there 
was  ever  a  Degree  of  Inconfiftency 
in  his  Difpofition  ;  that  he  was 
always  in  full  Spirits  5  in  fome 
fmall  Capacity  to  do  right,  but  in 
a  more  frequent  Alacrity  to  do 
wrong ;  and  confequently  often 
under  a  worfe  Charader  than  he 
•wholly  deferved. — A  giddy  Neg- 
ligence always  poffefs'd  him,  in- 
fomuch  that  he  tells  us  he  re- 
members having  been  once 
i*'iiipp'd  for  bis  Theme,  tho'  his 
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Mafcr  told  him  at  the  fa"hie 
Time  that  what  was  good  of  it 
was  better  than  any  Boy's  in  the 
Form. — The  fame  odd  Fate  fire- 
quently  attended  the  Courfe  of 
his  later  Conduft  in  Life,  for  the 
Indifcretion,  or  at  leaft  unfkilful 
Opennefs  with  which  he  always 
aded,  drew  more  Ill-Will  to- 
wards him,  than  Men  of  worfe 
Morals  and  more  Wit  might  hare 
met  with  ;  whilft  his  Ignorance 
and  Want  of  Jealoufy  of  Man- 
kind was  fo  ftrong  that  it  was 
with  Relu£lance  he  could  be 
brought  to  believe  any  Perfon  he 
was  acquainted  With  capable  of 
Envy,  Malice,  or  Ingratitude. — 
In  fhort,  a  Degree  of  Vanity  fuf- 
ficient  to  keep  him  ever  in  Tem- 
per with  himfelf  j  blended  with 
fuch  a  Share  of  Humility  as  made 
him  fenfible  of  his  own  Follies, 
ready  to  acknowledge  them,  and 
as  ready  to  l?.ugh  at  them  5  a 
fprightly  Readinefs  of  Wit  and 
Repartee,  which  frequently  en- 
abled him  to  keep  the  Lauah  in 
his  Favour,  with  a  Fund  of  Godd- 
Nature  which  was  not  to  be  rlif- 
fied  when  the  Jeft  happened'  to 
run  againft  him  ;  together  with  a 
great  natural  Quicknefs  of  Parts, 
and  an  intimate  Acquaintance 
with  elegant  and  polite  Life  fefem 
to  be  the  principal  Materials"  of 
vv^hich  his  Charader  was  com- 
posed.— Few  Men  had  more  per- 
fonal  Friends  and  Admirers,  and 
few  Men  perhaps  a  greater  Num- 
ber of  undeferved  Enemies. -^x\ 
fteady  Attachment  to  tbofe  Re- 
volution Principles  which  be 
firft  fet  out  with  in  Life,  though 
not  purfued  by  him  with  Vitu- 
lence  or  Offence  to  any  one, 
created  a  Party  againft  him  which 
almoft  conflantly  prevented  his 
receiving  thofe  Advantages '  from 
his  Writings,  or  that  Applabfe 
for  hjs  Afting,  which  both  juftly 
merited. 
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inerlted.— Vet,  that  the  Male- 
volence of  his  Opponents  had 
very  little  EfFedl  on  his  Spleen, 
is  apparent  through  the  whole 
Courfe  of  his  Difputes  with  Mr. 
PopCy  vrho,  the'  a  much  fuperior 
Writer  with  Refpeft  to  Subli- 
mity and  Corrcdnefs,  yet  ftood 
▼ery  little  Chance  when  obliged 
to  encounter  with  the  Keennefs 
of  his  Raillery,  and  the  eafy  un- 
afFeftcd  Nonchalance  of  his  Hu- 
mour.— In  a  Word,  he  feem'd 
moft  truly  of  Sir  Harry  Wildair^z 
Temper,  whofe  Spleen  nothing 
could  move  but  Impoflibilitics. — 
Nor  did  it  feem  within  the  Pow- 
er of  even  Age  and  Infirmity  to 
get  the  better  of  this  Self-created 
Happinefs  in  his  Difpofition,  for 
even  in  the  very  latter  Years  of 
his  Life  I  remember  to  have  feen 
him,  when,  amidft  a  Circle  of 
Peifon!;,  not  one  of  whom  per- 
haps had  attained  to  the  third  Part 
of  his  Age,  yet  has  Mr.  Cibber, 
by  his  eafy  Goodhumour,  Liveli- 
nefs  of  Converfation,  and  a  pe- 
culiar Happinefs  he  had  in  tell- 
ing a  Story,  been  apparently 
the  very  Life  cf  the  Company, 
and,  but  for  the  too  evident 
Marks  of  the  Hand  of  Time  on 
his  Features,  might  have  been 
imagined  the  youngeftMan  in  it. 
—Add  to  this,  that  befides  thefe 
fuperficial  Agremtniy  he  was  pof- 
fefs'd  of  great  Htmanity,  Bene- 
volence and  univerfal  Philanthro- 
py, and  by  continued  Aftions  of 
Charity,  Compaffion  and  Bene- 
ficence, ever  bore  the  ftrongeft 
Teftimonial  to  his  being  Mafter 
of  that  brighteft  of  all  fqblunary 
Cems,  a  truly  good  Heart. 

As  an  Afior  nothing  can  furely 
be  a  ftronger  Proof  of  his  Merit 
than  the  Eminence  which  he  at- 
tained to  in  that  Profefiion,  in 
Qppofition  to  all  the  Difadvan- 
tagcs  which,  by  his  own  Accouut, 


we  find  he  had  to  ftruggic  witir. 
For,  exclufive  of  the  Pains  taken 
by  many  of  his  Cotemporarits  to 
keep  him  below  the  Notice  of  the 
Public,  Nature  feem'd  herfelf  to 
oppofe  his  Advancement. 

His  Perfon  at  firft,  though  not 
ill-made,  was,  he  tells  us,  mea- 
gre and  uninformed  j  (but  this 
Defe«n  was  probably  foon  amend- 
ed, as  he  latterly  had  a  Figure  of 
fufficiently  Fulnefs  and  Weight 
for  any  Part)  his  Complexion 
was  pale  and  difmal,  and  his 
Voice  weak,  thin,  and  inclining 
to  the  Treble. — His  greateft  Ad- 
vantages feem  to  have  been  thof* 
of  a  very  accurate  Ear^  and  a 
critical  Judgment  of  Nature.—- 
His  chief  Excellency  Jay  in  the 
Walk  of  Fops  and  feeble  old  Men 
in  Comedy,  in  the  former  of 
whch  he  does  not  appear  ever  to 
have  been  excelled  in  any  Period 
before  him,  or  nearly  equalled  in 
any  fince. — Yet,  it  is  apparent, 
that  he  frequently  afted  Parts  of 
Confequence  in  Tragedy,  and 
thofe  too,  if  not  with  the  Admi- 
ration, yet  with  the  patient  Suf- 
ferance of  the  Audience;  and  the 
Rank  of  Eftimation  he  ftocd  in 
with  Refpeft  to  the  Public  in 
the  oppofed  Lights  of  a  Tragedian 
and  a  comic  Performer,  cannot 
be  better  defcribed  than  in  his 
own  Words.——**  I  was  vain  e- 
**  nough  to  think,"  fays  he, 
**  that  I  had  more  Ways  than 
"  one  to  come  at  Applaufe,  and 
"  that  in  the  Variety  of  Cha- 
**  raflers  I  afted,  the  Chances  to 
**  win  it  were  the  ftrongeft  on  my 
«  Side.— That  if  the  Multitude 
"  were  not  in  a  Roar  to  fee  me 
**  in  Cardinal  Wolfey^  I  could  be 
"  fure  of  them  in  Alderman  Fp?r- 
**  dkivife.'»-\i  they  hated  me  in 
**  lagOf  in  Sir  Fofling  they  took 
"  me  for  a  fine  Gentleman. — If 
*' til ejr  were  {ihuKzLSypbaxy  no 
"  Italian'*. 
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«'  Italian  Eunuch  was  more  ap- 
**  plauded  than  when  I  fung  in 
"  Sir  Courtly.^li  the  Morals  of 
*'  ^fcp  were  too  grave  for  them, 
"  Juftice  Sbal-'oTV  was  as  fimple 
**  and  as  merry  an  old  Rake  as 
»*  the  wifeft  of  our  young  ones 
"  could  wifh  me. — And  though 
"  the  Terror  and  Deteftation 
"  rais'd  by  King  Richard  might 
*'  be  too  fevere  a  Delight  for 
**  them,  yet  the  more  gentle  and 
"  modern  Vanities  of  a  Poet  jPayw, 
**  or  the  well-bred  Vices  of  a  Lord 
<*  Foppington,  were  not  at  all  more 
**  than  their  merry  Hearts^  or 
"  nicer  Morals  could  bear." 

Tho' in  this  Account,  Mr.C/Mfr 
has  fpoken  with  great  Moderation 
of  himfelf,  yet  it  is  apparent 
that  he  muft  have  had  great  Me- 
rit in  Tragedy  as  well  as  Come- 
dy, fmce  the  Impreffion  he  made 
on  the  Audience  was  nearly  the 
fame  in  both  j  for  as  it  is  well 
known  that  his  Excellence  In  re- 
prefenting  the  Fops,  induced  ma- 
ny to  imagine  him  as  great  a  Cox- 
comb in  real  Life  as  he  appear'd 
to  be  on  the  Stage,  fo,  he  in- 
forms us,  that  from  the  Delight 
he  feem'd  to  take  in  performing 
tlie  villainous. Chara<aers  in  Tra- 
gedy, half  his  Auditors  were  per- 
fuaded  that  a  great  Share  of  the 
Wickednefs  of  them  muft  hare 
been  in  his  own  Nature.-— —But 
this  he  confeffes  that  he  look'd 
on  in  the  very  Light  I  mention 
it  in  this  Place,  rather  as  a  Praife 
than  a  Cenfure  of  his  Perform- 
ance, fincc  Averfion  in  that  Cafe 
is  nothing  more  than  an  Hatred 
incurr'd  for  being  like  the  Thing 
one  ought  to  be  like. 

The  third  and  laft  View  in 
which  we  are  to  confider  him  is 
that  of  a  Pinter.— la  this  Cha- 
rafter  he  was  at  Times  very  fe- 
vttdy  handled  by  feme  of  his  co- 
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temporary  Critics  j  but  by  none 
with    more  Harflinefs  than  Mr. 

Pope. Party    Zeal,    however, 

feems  to  have  had  a  large  Share 
in  exciting  the  Oppofition  againft 
him,  as  it  is  apparent,  that  when 
uninfluenced  by  Prejudice,  the 
Audience  has,  through  a  Courfc 
of  upwards  of  fixty  Years,  receiv- 
ed great  Pleafure  from  many  of 
his  Plays,  which  have  conftantly 
formed  Part  of  the  Entertainment 
of  every  Seafon,  and  many  of 
them  repeatedly  performed  with 
that  Approbation  they  undoubt- 
edly merit.-  -The  moft  impor- 
tant Charge  againft  him  fcems  to 
have  been  that  his  Plots  were  not 
always  his  own,  which  Reflexion 
would  have  been  juft,  had  he  pro- 
duc-ed  no  Plays  but  fuch  as  he  had 
alter'd  from  other  Authors,  but 
in  his  firft  Letter  to  Mr.  Pope  he 
affures  us,  and  with  great  Truth, 
that  his  FosI  in  Fajhion  and  Care- 
lefi  Hujhandf  in  particular,  were 
a:  much  {\f  not  fo -valuabie)  Ori- 
ginals, as  any  Thing  his  Anta- 
gonift  had  ever  written. — And  in 
Excufe  for  thofe  which  he  did 
only  alter,  or  indeed  compile  from 
others,  it  is  evident  that  they 
were  for  the  moft  Part  compofcd 
by  co)le£ling  what  little  was  good 
in  perhaps  fevcral  Pieces  which 
had  had  no  Succefs,  and  were 
laid  afide  as  theatrical  Lumber.-^ 
On  this  Account  he  was  fre- 
quently treated  as  n  Plagiary,  yet 
it  is  certain,  that  many  of  thofc 
Plays  which  had  been  dead  to 
the  Stage  out  of  all  Memory, 
have,  by  his  aflifting  Hand,  not 
only  been  reftor'd  to  Life,  but 
have  even  continued  ever  fince  in 
full  Spirit  and  Vigour. — On  this 
Account  furely  the  Public  and  the 
original  Authors  are  greatly  in- 
debted to  him^  that  Sentisienf  of 
ti© 
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the-  Poet  being  certainly  true, 

Chi  trae  rUoKt  del  Sepolcro,    td 
-    in  Vita  lofcrba. 

Petrarch. 

Nor  have  other  Writers  been 
fo  violently  attacked  for  the  'fcime 
Fault. — Mr.  Dryden  thought  it  no 
Diminution  of  his  Fame  to  take 
the  fame  Liberty  with  the  Tern- 
peji  and  the  Troilus  atid  CrcJJidaof 
Sbakefpeare.  Nor  do  thefe  alter'd 
Plays,  as  Mr.  D'^i^trjuftly  pleads, 
take  from  the  Merit  of  thofe 
more  fuccefsful  Pieces,  .  which 
were  entirely  his  own. — A  Tay- 
lor that  can  make  a  new  Coat 
well  is  notfurely  the  worfe  Work- 
man becaufe  he  can  mend  an  old 
one  5  a  Cobler  may  be  allowed  to 
be  ufeful,  tho'  no  one  will  con- 
.tend  for  his  being  famous  ;  nor 
is  any  Man  blameable  for  doing 
a  little  good,  tho'  he  cannot  do 

as  much  as  another.- Befides, 

Mr.  Gibber  candidly  declares,  that 
whenever  he  took  upon  him  to 
snake  feme  dormant  Play  of  an 
old  Author  fit  for  the  Stage,  it 
was  honeftly  not  to  be  idle  that 
fet  him  to  work,  as  a  good  Houfe- 
wife  will  mend  old  Linen  when 
iiie  has  not  better  Employment. 
—■But  that,  when  he  was  more 
warmly  engaged  by  a  Subjecl  en- 
tirely new,  he  only  thought  it  a 
good  Subjeft,  when  it  feem'd 
worthy  of  an  abler  Pen  than  his 
owrj,  and  might  prove  as  ufeful 
to  the  Hearer  as  profitable  to  him- 
felf.-r-And  indeed,  this  efiential 
Piece  of  Merit  mufl:  be  granted 
to  his  own  original  Plays,  wss. 
that,  they  always  tend  to  the  Im- 
provement of  the  Mind  as  well 
as  the  Entertainment  of  the  Eye; 
that  Vice  and  Folly,  however 
pleafingly  habited,  are  conftantly 
kihsd,.  ridiculed  or  reclaimed  in 
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thenij  and  Virtue  as  conftantiy 
rewarded. 

There  i^  an  Argument,  indeed, 
which  might  be  pleaded  in  Fa- 
vour of  this  Author,  were  hisi 
Plays  poflefs'd  of  a  much  fmaller 
Share  of  Merit  than  is  to  be 
found  in  them,  which  is,  that  he 
wrote,  at  leaft  in  the  early  Part 
of  his  Life,  thro'  Neceflity,  for 
the  Support  of  his  encreafing  Fa- 
mily J  his  precarious  Income  as 
an  A€tot  being  then  too  fcanty  to 
fupply  it,  with  even  the  Necef- 
faries  of  Life:  and  with  great  Plea- 
fantry  he  acquaints  us,  that  his 
Mufe  and  his  Spoufe  were  equally 
prolific  ;  that  the  one  was  feldom 
Mother  of  a  Child,  but  in  the 
fame  Year  the  other  made  him 
the  Father  of  a  Play  ;  and  that 
they  had  had  a  Dozen  of  each 
Sort  between  them  ,  of  both 
which  Kinds  fome  died  in  their 
Infancy,  and  near  an  equal  Num- 
ber of  each  were  alive  when  he 
quitted  the  Theatre. — No  Won- 
der then,  when  the  Mufe  is  only 
called  upon  by  Family  Duty,  that 
fhe  fhould  not  always  rejoice  in 
the  Fruit  of  her  Labour. — This 
Excufe,  I  fay,  might  be  pleaded 
in  Mr.  Cibberi  Favour :  but  I 
mufl  confefs  myfelf  of  the  Opi- 
nion that  there  is  no  Occafion 
for  the  Plea  ;  and  that  his  Plays 
have  Merit  enough  to  fpeak  their 
own  Caufe,  without  the  Necef- 
fity  of  begging  Indulgence.— His 
Plots,  whether  original  or  bor- 
rowed, are  lively  and  full  of  Bu- 
finefs,  yet  not  confufed  in  the 
Aftion  nor  bungled  in  the  Cata- 
ftrophe. — His  Chara£lers  are  well 
drawn,  and  his  Dialogue  eafy, 
genteel  and  natural.— And  if  he 
has  not  the  intrinfic  Wit  of  a 
Cctigreve  or  a  Vanbrugb^  yet  there 
is  a  Luxuriance  of  Fancy  in  his 
Thoughts  which  gives  an  alnaoft 
§<iual 
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equal  Pleafure,  and  a  Pui-ity  In 
his  Sentiments  and  Morals,  the 
Want  of  which  in  the  above- 
named  Authors  has  fo  frequently 
and  fo  juftly  beencenfur'd, — In  a 
Word,  I  think  the  Etigliih  Stage 
more  obliged  to  I'*lr,  Cibbcr  for  a 
Fund  of  rational  Entertainment, 
than  to  any  dramatic  Writer  this 
Nation  has  produced,  Shakcfpeare 
only  excepted, — x^nd  one  unan- 
fwerable  Evidence  has  been  borne 
to  the  Satififaftion  the  Public 
have  received  from  his  Plays  ; 
and  fuch  an  one  as  no  Author  be- 
fides  himfelf  can  boaft,  t^/a.  that 
altho'  the  Number  of  his  drama- 
tic Pieces  is  very  extenfive,  half 
of  them  at  leaft  are  novi^,  and 
feem  likely  to  continue,  on  the 
Lift  of  a<fling  and  favorite  Plays. 
As  a  Writer,  exclufive  of  the 
Stage,  his  two  Letters  to  Mr. 
Pcpe,  and  his  Apology  for  his  oivn 
Life,  are  too  well  known,  and 
too  juftly  admired,  to  leave  me 
any  Room  to  expatiate  on  their 

Worth. His  dramatic  Pieces 

are, 

1.  Ci^sAR  in  Egypt.     Tr, 

2.  Carelejs  Hujband.      C. 

3.  Chuck.    Opera,  (attributed 

to  this  Gentleman  by  the 
Editor.) 

4.  Comical  Lovers .     C. 

5.  Damon  and  Phillida. 

Ballad  Paft. 

6.  Double  Gallant.     C. 

7.  Hob.    Ballad  Farce. 

8.  Ladys  lafi  Stake.     C. 

9.  Love  in  a  Riddle.    Paftoral 
Ballad  Opera, 

10.  Lcve  jriakes  a  Man,     C. 

J  I.  Low  slaft  Shift.     C. 

12.  Myrtillo.     Paftoral 

Interlude, 
J  3.   Nonjuror,      C. 

14.  Papal  Tyranny  in  the  Reign 

of  King  John.     T. 

15,  Perolla  <?;;(/IzADORA. 

Trag. 


C  I 

16.  Provok'd  Hu/band.     Com, 

(Part   by  Sir  John   Van- 
brugh.) 

17.  Refusal.     C, 

18.  Ri-ual  Fools.     C. 

19.  Ri-val  ^eans.     BurlefquS 
Tragedy. 

20.  School-Boy,     Farce. 

il.  She  <wotid  and  She  luoud 

not.     C. 
2a.  Venus    and  Adon  is, 

Mafque. 

23.  Wo}na?i's  Wit.     C. 

24.  Xerxes.     T. 

25.  XlMENA.       T. 

Gibber,  Mrs. Sufanna Maria, 
This  Lady,  whofe  Maiden  Name 
v/as  Amc,  and  whofe  Merit  as 
an  Adrefs  is  fo  well  known,  and 
has  been  fo  long  eftabliflied,  was 
the  Daughter  of  an  eminent  Up- 
holfterer  in  Covent  Garden,  and  is 
Sifter  to  that  great  MuficalCom- 
pofer  Dr.  Thomas  Augujiine  Arjie. 

Her  firft  Appearance  on  the 

Stage  was  as  a  Singer  \  in  which 
Light  the  Sweetnefs  of  her  Voice 
and  the  Strength  of  her  Judg- 
ment rendered  her  very  foon  con- 
fpicuous. — —In  the  Year  1736, 
however,  fhe  made  her  firft  At- 
tempt as  a  fpeaking  Performer, 
in  the  Charafter  0I  Zara,  in  Mr. 
HiU\  Tragedy  of  that  Name^  be- 
ing it's  firft  Reprefentatioh  j  in 
which  Part  flie  gave  both  Sur- 
prize and  Delight  to  the  Audi- 
ence, who  were  no  lefs  charmed 
with  the  Beauties  of  her  prefent 
Performance,  than  with  the  Prof- 
pedl  of  future  Entertainment 
from  fo  valuable  an  Acquifition 
to  the  Stage. — A  Profpeft  which 
has  ever  fince  been  perfedly 
maintained,  and  a  Meridian  Luf- 
tre  ihone  forth  fully  equal  to 
what  was  promifed  from  the 
Morning  Dawn. — And  though  it 
may  not  appear  to  have  any'im- 
mediate  Relation  with  our  pre- 
fent Defign,  yet  I  cannot,  with 

[  G  ]  juftice 
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Juftice  to  her  Merits,  difpcnre 
with  the  tranfmittihg  down  to 
Pofterity,  by  this  Opportunity, 
fomc  flight  Idea  of  this  capital 
Ornament  of  our  prefent  Stage. 
— Her  Perfon  is  ftill  perfcdly  e- 
legant ;  for  although  fhe  is  fome- 
what  declined  beyond  the  Bioom 
of  Youth,  and  even  wants  that 
Eml>onpoinf,  which  fometimes  is 
affiftant  in  concealing  the  Iinprcf- 
fion  made  by  the  Hand  of  Time, 
yet  there  is  fo  compleat  a  Sym- 
metry and  Proportion  in  the  dif- 
ferent Parts  which  conftitute  this 
Lady's  Form,  that  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  view  her  Figure  and  not 
think  her  young,  or  look  in  her 
Face  and  not  confider  her  hand- 
fome. — Her  Voice  is  beyond  Con- 
ception plaintive  and  mufical,  yet 
far  from  deficient  in  Powers  for 
the  Expreflion  of  Refcntmcnt  or 
Difdain,  and  fo  much  equal  Com- 
lYiand  of  Feature  docs  fhe  pofiefs 
for  the  Rcprefentation  of  Pity  or 
Rage,  of  Complacence  or  Difdain, 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  fay 
■whether  flie  affe£ls  the  Hearts  of 
an  Audience  moft,  when  playing 
the  gentle,  the  delicate  dl'a,  or 
the  haughty,  the  refenting  Her- 
rrionc-^  in  the  innocent  love-fick 
'Juliet,  or  in  the  forfakcn,  the 
cnrag"dy^//<-/^. — In  a  Word,  thro' 
every  Caft  of  Tragedy  fhe  is  ex- 
cellent, and,  could  we  forget  the 
Excellence  of  aP/-;Vc/j^rJ,  we  Ihould 

be  apt  to  fay,  inimitable. She 

has  of  late  made  fome  Attempts 
in  Comedy. — They  have,  how- 
ever, been  in  no  Degree  equal  to 
her  Excellence  in  the  oppofite 
Walk,  and  indeed,  after  the  Men- 
tion I  have  juft  made  of  another 
Lady,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  re- 
mind my  Reader,  that  one  AEicr 
and  one  A£trefs  uni'vcrfally  capital, 
is  as  mucji  as  can  be  expelled  to 
be  the  Produce  of  a  fingle  Cen- 
tury.-——But  to  drop  this  Digref- 
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fion.  Mr?.  Cibber  was  fecond 
Wife  to  Mr.  Thecphilm  Cibhcr^ 
whofe  Life  I  ffiall  immediately 
relate  fome  of  the  Circumftances  - 
of. — In  what  Year  they  were  mar- 
ried I  do  not  exaftly  know,  but 
imagine  it  to  have  been  no  very 
long  Time  before  her  Appearance 
in  Zara,  that  being  ty  his  own 
Accountin  1736,  and  in  the  Year 
1733  his  Comedy  of  the  Lofer 
came  firft  on  the  Stage,  a  prin- 
cipal Part  in  which  was  per- 
formed by  his  firft  Wife.— What 
were  the  Confequenccs  of  their 
Union  is  too  well  known  to  ren- 
der my  entering  into  any  Parti- 
culars in  Relation  to  them  necef- 
fary. 

Mis.  CiBJJER  has  a  Right  to 
a  Place  in  this  Wok  as  a  dra- 
matic Writer,  having  brought  a 
very  elegant  little  Piece  on  the 
Stage,  taken  from  the  French, 
called, 

Tht  Oracle.   Com.  ofoneAdl. 

C I E  E  E  R ,  Mr.  Thecphihn. • 

This  Gentleman  was  Son  of  the 
celebrated  Laureat,  and  Hufband 
to    the   Lady    mentioned    in   the 

preceding  Article. As  if  the 

very  Beginning  of  his  Life  was 
intended  a  Prefage  of  the  Confu- 
fion  and  Perplexities  which  were 
to  attend  the  Progrefs  of  it,  and 
of  the  dreadful  Cataftrophe  which 
was  to  put  the  clofing  Period  to 
it,  he  was  born  on  the  Day  of 
the  violent  and  defiruftive  Storm, 
in  the  Year  1703,  whofe  Fury 
rang'd  over  the  greatefl  Part  of 
Europe,  but  was  particularly  fatal 
to  this  Kingdom. — In  what  De- 
gree of  Elderfhip  he  flood  among 
the  Children  of  the  Laureat  I 
know  not,  but  as  it  is  apparent 
that  Mrs.  Cibher  was  very  prolific, 
and  as  our  Hero  did  not  come  in  • 
to  the  World  till  ten  Years  after 
his  Father's  Marriage,  it  is  pro- 
bable he  had  many  Seniors. 

Abo« 
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About  rhe  Year  171  6  or  17  17  he 
vas  lent  to  Winchcfter  Scliool, 
where  lie  received  all  the  Educa- 
tion he  had  to  boaft  of,  and  I 
believe  very  foon  after  his  Return 
from  thence  came  on  the  Stage. 
■ — Ijiclination  and  Genius  proba- 
bly induced  him  to  rrjake  this 
Profeffion  his  Choice,  and  the 
Power  his  Father  poffefs'd  as  one 
of  the  Managers  of  the  Theatre- 
Royal,  together  with  the  ElH- 
mation  he  ftood  in  as  an  A£tor, 
enabled  this  his  Son  to  piirfuc  it 
with  confiderable  Advantages, 
which  do  not  always  fo  favoura- 
bly attend  the  firft  Attempts  of  a 
young  Performer. — In  this  Pxo- 
fclllon,  however,  he  quickly  gave 
Proofs  of  great  Merit,  and  foon 
attained  a  confiderable  Share  of 
the  public  Favour. — His  Manner 
of  afting  was  in  the  fame  Walk 
of  Charafters  which  his  Father 
had  with  fo  much  and   fo  juft  a 

Reputation  fupported. In  his 

Steps  he  trod,  and  tho'  not  with 
equal  Excellence,  yet  with  fuffi- 
cient  to  fet  him  on  a  Rank 
with  moft  of  the  rifing  Gene- 
ration of  Performers,  both  as  to 
prefent  Worth  and  future  Profpedl 
of  Improvement. 

The  fame  natural  Imperfec- 
tions which  were  fo  long  the  Bars 
to  his  Father's  theatrical  Ad- 
vancement, ftood  ftill  moreftrong- 
ly  in  his  Way. — His  Perfon  was 
far  from  pleafing,  the  Features  of 
his  Face  rather  difguftful. — His 
Voice  had  the  fame  fhrill  Treble, 
but  without  that  Mufical  Har- 
mony v.'hich  ^Ir.Colley  Cibbcr\K:xs 
Mafter  of. — Yet  ftill  an  apparent 
good  Undcrf1.anding  and  Q£ick- 
nefs  of  Parts ;  a  perfc 61  Knowledge 
of  what  he  ought  to  reprefent  j 
together  v.  i':h  a  Vivacity  in  his 
Manner,  and  a  Kind  of  Effronterie 
which  was  well  adapted  to  the 
Characters  he  was  to  reprcfcn*^, 
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pretty  amply  countcrballanced 
thofe  Deficiencies. — In  a  Word, 
his  firft  fetting  out  in  Life  feem'd 
to  promife  the  Alfurance  of  fu- 
ture Happinefs  to  him  both  as  to 
Eafc,  and  even  Affluence  of  Cir- 
cumftanccs,  and  with  Refpciil  to 
Fame  and  Reputation  j  had  not 
one  Foible  overclouded  his  bright- 
eft  Profpe6ls,  and  at  length  led 
him  into  Errors,  theConfcquences 
of  which  it  was  almoft  impoflibie 
he  fhould  ever  be  able  to  retrieve. 
— This  Foible  was  no  other  than 
Extravagance  and  Want  of  Occo- 
nomy. — A  Fondnefs  for  Indul- 
gences v^hich  a  moderate  Income 
could  not  afford,  probably  induced 
him  to  fubmit  to  Obligations 
which  it  had  the  Appearance  of 
Meannefs  to  accent  of ;  the  Con- 
fcioufnefs  of  thofe  Obligations, 
and  the  Ufc  he  imagined  they 
might  be  made  of  againll:  him, 
perhaps  might  at  fxrft  prevail  on 
him  to  appear  ignorant  of  v  hat 
it  was  but  too  evident  he  could 
not  avoid  knowing,  and  after- 
wards urge  him  to  Steps,  in  the 
Purfuance  of  which,  without  hi;B 
by  any  Means  avenging  his 
Wrongs,  his  Fame,  his  Peace  of 
Mind,  his  Credit,  and  even  his 
future  Fortunes  were  all  wrecked 

at  once. The   real   aftuating 

Principles  of  the  human  Heart  it 
is  impoffible  to  dive  into,  and  the 
charitably  difpos'd  Mind  will  ever 
be  inclinable  to  believe  the  beft  j 
efpecially  with  Regard  to  thofe 
who  are  no  longer  in  a  Condition 
to  defend  themfelves.-^Let  then 
his  Afhes  reft  in  Peace,  and 
avoiding  any  minute  Inveftigation 
of  thofe  Circumftances  which  caft 
a  low'ring  Cloud  over  his  Cha- 
ratler  while  living,  proceed  we  to 
thofe  few  Particulars  which  im- 
mediately cgme  within  our  No- 
tice as  his  Hiftoriographers. 
Mx.Thcophilus  Cibbcr  then  fcems 
[  G  2  ]  to 
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to  have  enter'd  firft  into  tlie  Ma- 
trimonial   State  pretty    early    in 

Life. His  firfl:  Wife  was  one 

Mifs  Jenny  Jobiifon,  who  was  a 
Companion  and  Intimate  of  Mifs 
Rafter's  (now  Mrs.  Cli've)  and  in 
her  very  earlieft  Years  had  a 
ftrong  Inclination  for  the  Stage. 
This  Lady,  according  to  her  Huf- 
band's  own  Account  of  her, 
feem'd  likely  to  have  made  a  ve- 
ry confpicuous  Figure  in  the  The- 
atre, had  not  Death  put  a  Stop  to 
her  Career  in  the  very  Prime  of 
Life, — She  left  behind  her, two 
Daughters,  Jane  and  Eliz.aheth, 
both  of  whom  are,  I  believe,  ftill 
living. — The  firfl  -mentioned  of 
thcfe  Ladies  made  two  or  three 
Attempts  on  the  Stage  ;  but  tho* 
agreeable  in  her  Perfon  and  ele- 
gant in  her  Manner,  yet,  from 
the  Want  of  fufficient  Spirit,  and 
the  Defeft  of  but  an  indifferent 
Voice,  fhe  met  v/ith  no  extraor- 
dinary Succefs. 

Afte:^  'vhe  Death  of  Mrs.  Jane 
Citc-.r,  Ah-,  Gibber^  in  the  Year 
2734  or  5735,  paid  his  Addrefies 
to  Mifs  oifcinna  Maria  Arm, 
whole  amiable  and  virtuous  Dif- 
pofition,  he  himfelf  informs  us, 
were  the  Confiderations  that  in- 
duced him  to  make  her  his  Wife. 
—She  was  at  that  Time  remark- 
able on  the  Stage  only  for  her 
amufical  Qualifications  j  but  fo*  n 
after  their  Marriage  made  her 
firft  Attempt  as  an  Aiflrefs,  her 
Succefs  in  which  I  have  taken 
Notice  of  under  the  laft  Article. 
■—Mr.  Cilber\s  Pecuniary  Indif- 
cretions,  however,  not  permitting 
him  to  leftrain  his  Expences 
within  the  Limits  of  his  own 
and  his  Wife's  Salaries  and  Bene- 
iits,  tho'  their  Amount  was  very 
ccnfiderabie,  he  took  a  Journey 
to  France  for  fome  fhort  Time  in 
the  Year  1738,  on  his  Return 
froBi  which  he  appsars  fiift  to 
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have  taken  Notice  of  too  clofe  an 
Lntimacy  between  his  Wife  and 
a  certain  young  Gentleman  of 
Fo''tune,  with  whom  he  had  u- 
nited  himfelf  apparently  by  all 
the  clofeft  Ties  of  Friendfliip. — 
Hov/  faRhevv^as  or  was  not  guilty 
of  the  Meannefs  changed  on  him 
of  being  acceffary  to  their  Corref- 
pondence  is  a  Point  I  fhall  not 
here  enter  into  the  DifcufTion  of. 
—A  Suit  was  commenced  for  Cri- 
minal Converfation,  he  laying  his 
Damage  at  5000 1.  the  Verdift 
on  which  of  only  ten  Pounds  Da  ■ 
mages,  too  plainly  evinces  the 
Senfe  of  the  Adminiftrators  of 
Juftice  in  the  Cafe  to  need  any 
farther  Comment. 

After  this  Event  Mr.  'Cil>ber''s 
Creditors,  who  were  numerous, 
and  had  perhaps  been  fomewhat 
appeafed  from  the  Profpedt  of  the 
pecuniary  Advantages  that  might 
accrue  to  their  Debtor  in  Confe- 
quente  of  the  Trial,  became  more 
impatient  than  ever,  and  not  long, 
after  Mr.  Clbber  was  arrefted  for 
fome  confiderable  Sum?,  and 
thrown  in^o  the  King's  Bench 
Prifon. — By  the  Means  of  Bene- 
fit Plays,  however,  and  other  Af- 
fiftances,  he  obtained  his  Liber- 
ty ;  but  as  the  Affair  relating  to 
his  Wife,  who  was  now  become 
an  Aftrefs  of  the  firft  Confe- 
quence,  and  in  the  highefr  Fa- 
vour with  the  Town,  had  greatly 
prejudiced  him,  not  only  in  the 
Opinion  of  the  Public,  but  even 
by  ftanding  as  a  Bar  to  his  thea- 
trical Engagements  ;  and  as  hi? 
natural  Paffion  lor  Difiipation 
could  not  be  kept  within  Bounds, 
thefe  Difficulties  repeatedly  oc- 
cur'd  to  him,  and  he  was  fre- 
quently excluded  entirely  from 
any  Theatre  for  a  whole  Seafon 
together. — In  thefe  Dii^refles  he 
was  ever  ready  to  hea'd  any  theH'- 
tricsl  Mutiny  that  might  put  it 
m 
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m  his  Power  to  form  a  fcparate 
Company,  which  he  more  than 
once  attempted  to  fix  at  the  The- 
atre in  the  Hayviarket,  but  in 
vain  ;  the  Legiflative  Power  urged 
to  Exertion  by  the  Interefts  of  the 
ellabliftied  and  patent  Theatres, 
conftantly  putting  a  Stop  to  his 
Proceedings  after  a  few  Night's 
Performance. — In  one  continual 
Scries  of  Dillrefs,  Extravagance 
and  Perplexity  of  this  Kind,  did 
he  continue  till  the  Winter  of 
1757,  when  he  was  engaged  by 
Mr.  iihcridan  to  go  over  to  Dublin 
to  aflifl  him  in  making  a  Stand 
againfl  the  new  Theatre  juft  then 
opened  in  Oppofition  to  him  in 
Crow-Strcct, — On  this  Expedition 
Mr.  C:bbcr  embariccd  at  Park- 
Gat:,  (together  with  Mr.  Mad- 
dox  the  celebrated  Wire  Dancer, 
\\  ho  had  alio  been  engaged  as  an 
Auxiliary  to  the  fame  Theatre) 
on  board  the  Dublin  Trader,  fome 
Time  in  the  Month  of  OElober  j 
but  the  high  Winds,  which  arc 
frequent  at  that  Time  of  the 
Year  in  St.  George's  Channel, 
and  which  are  fatal  to  many 
Veflels  in  the  PafTage  from  this 
Kingdom  to  Ireland,  proved  par- 
ticularly fo  to  this, — The  Veflel 
was  driven  to  the  Coaft  of  Scot- 
land,  where  it  was  caft  away, 
every  Soul  in  it  (and  the  PaO'en- 
gcrs  were  extremely  numerous) 
perifliing  in  the  Waves,  and  the 
Ship  itfelf  fo  entirely  loft,  that 
icarcely  any  Veftiges  of  it  re- 
mained to  indicate  where  it  had 
Ijeen  wrecfc'djCxcepting  a  Box  con- 
taining Books  andPapeis.  which 
were  known  to  be  Mr.  Cibber'''i, 
and  wliich  were  caft  up  on  the 
Weftern  Coaft  of  Scotland, 

Thus  fell  the  well-known  Mr, 
Thcuphilus  CibbcTy  whofc  Life  was 
begun,  purfued  and  ended  in  a 
Storm.-— PeffelTed  of  Talents  that 
might  have  made  him  happy,  and 
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Qualities  that  might  have  ren- 
der'd  him  beloved,  yet  thro'  a  too 
infatlable  Thirft  of  Pleafure,  and 
a  Want  of  Confideration  in  the 
Means  of  purfuing  it,  his  Life 
was  one  Scene  of  Miferj-,  and 
his  Character  made  the  Mark  of 

Cenfure  and  Contempt. Now, 

however,  let  his  Virtues,  which 
were  not  a  few,  remain  on  Be* 
cord,  and  for  his  Lidifcretions, 

Let  them  be  burled  with  him 

in  the  Grave, 
But    not    remember'd    in  his 

Epitaph. 

As  a  Writer,  he  has  not  ren- 
dered himfelf  very  confpicuous  ex- 
cepting in  fome  Appeals  to  the 
Public  on  peculiar  Circumftanccs 
of  his  own  diftrefied  Life. — He 
was  indeed  concerned  in,  and  has 
put  his  Name  to,  an  Account  of 
the  Lives  of  the  Poets  of  Grcai- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  in  five  Vol. 
8vo. — But  in  this  Work  his  own 
peculiar  Share  was  very  inconfi- 
dcrable,  many  other  Plands  hav- 
ing been  concerned  with  him  in 
it. — In  the  dramatic  Way  he  ha:- 
altered  for  the  Stage  three  Pieces 
of  other  Authors,  and  produced 
one  Original  of  his  own, — Their 
Titles  will  be  found  in  the  en- 
fuing  Lift, 

I.  Henry  VI.  Trag.  from 
Skakefpeare. 

z,  Lo'vcr,      Com. 

3.  Patie  and  Peggy.  Ballad  Op, 

and 

4.  An   Alteration    of    Shakef- 

pear i" I  Romeo  and  "Juliet, 
Ci.  A  N  c  V,  Dr.  Michael. — This 
Gentleman,  who  I  believe  is  ftill 
living,  was  a  Phyfician,  and,  as 
I  imagine,  a  Native  of  Ireland. 
one  of  his  Plays  having  been  ori- 
ginally afted  in  that  Kingdom.— 
He  had  the  Misfortune  to  lofe 
his  Sight,  in  Confideration  of 
[  C  s  ]  v.-hich 
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■which  his  late  Majefty  was  pleaf- 
ed  to  beftow  on  him  a  Penfion 
of  forty  Pounds  per  Arnum  during 
Life  5  and  in  the  Year  174.6,  the 
Manager  of  Drury  Lane  gave  him 
a  Benefit  m  that  Theatre.— The 
Play  he  made  Choice  of  was 
Oedipm,  King  of  Thebes,  in  which 
the  DoftoE  himfelf  performed  the 
Part  of  Tirejias  the  blind  Pro- 
phet, the  Novelty  of  which^  to- 
gether with  Dr.  Clancy\  great 
Perfonal  Intereft,  brought  a  very 
numerous  Audience. — He  is  Au- 
thor of  a  Latin  Poem,  entitled, 
Templum  Veneris,  Jive  Amorum 
Rhapfodide,  and  of  two  dramatic 
Pieces,  whcfe  Titles  are, 

J.  Hesmon,  Prince  of  Cho- 
rda.    T. 

2.  Sharper,  C. 
•Cla\ton,  Mr, Thomas. — Of 
this.  Gentleman  1  find  no  more 
than  his  Name  mentioned  by  Cox- 
cter  as  the  Author  of  an  Englijh 
Opera.,  after  the  Italian  Manner, 
entitled, 

Ar SINCE,  ^een  of  Cyprus, 
notwithflanding  which  hoihWhin- 
sop  and  the  Author  of  the  Briiijh 
Theatre  have   afcribed    an   Opera 
of  that  Name  to  Mr.  Motteux, 

Cleland,  John,  Efq; — This 
Gentleman,  vvho  is  ftill  living, 
is  a  Son  of  the  Colonel  Cleland, 
%vho  was  fo  clofe  an  Intimate 
with,  and  fo  zealous  an  Advo- 
cate for,  Mr.  Tope. — What  this 
his  Son  was  originally  bred  to  I 
know  not,  but  he  pafTed  many 
Years  of  the  early  Part  of  his 
Life  abroad,  where  he  acquired 
a  very  perfect  Acquaintance  with 
moft  of  the  Modern  Languages, 
and  feems  to  have  imbibed  no 
fmail  Share  of  the  Luxury  of  the 
Eaft,  if  we  may  form  a  Judg- 
ment from  his  celebrated  Novel, 
entitled,  the  Memoirs  of  a  Woman 
of  Pleafure,  which  tho'  a  Book 
of  the  moft  pernicious  Tendency^ 
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and  jttftly  cenfured  by  every  o^t 
who  has  the  leaft  Regard  to  Vir- 
tue or  Decency,  yet  contains  an 
Elegance  of  Manner,  and  a  Luxu- 
riancy  of  Fancy,  that  would  do  Ho- 
nour to  the  Author,  if  made  Ufe 
of  in  a  better  Caufe. — His  Memoirs 
of  a  Coxcomb,  however,  have  great 
Merit;  nor  are  his  political Writ- 
ings,tho'warm  and  enthufiaftically 
bigotted  to  one  Syftem,  devoid  of 
great  Perfpicuity,  Penetration  and 
Depth  of  Reafoning.  In  the  dra- 
matic Way  he  has  publifhed  two 
Pieces,  neither  of  which  how- 
ever have  made  an  Appearance  on 
the  Stage,  viz.. 

1.  Tjtus  Vespasian.     T, 

2.  Tombo-Chiq^ui.    Dram.- 

Ent.  in  three  A£ls. 
Clive,  Mis.Catharine. — This 
Lady,  whofe  Name  as  a  dramatic 
Writer  we  are  obliged  to  mention 
here,  is  however  much  better 
known  for  her  unequalled  Merit 
as  a  Comedian,  in  which  Light, 
while  any  theatrical  Records  are 
remaining ,  her  Memory  muft 
ever  be  held  in  the  higheft  Efti- 
mation. — She  was  the  Daughter 
of  Mr.  William  'Raft or,  a  Gentle- 
man who  was  a  Native  of  the 
City  of  Kilkenny  in  Ireland,  and 
bred  to  the  Lav^  ;  but  being 
ftrongly  attached  to  the  Interefls 
of  the  unfortunate  King  fames  1I» 
when  that  Monarch  was  in  Ire^ 
land,  he  enter'd  into  his  Service  j 
pn  which  Account  a  confiderable 
paternal  Eftate  in  the  County  of 
Kilkenny y  \Vhich  he  would  other- 
wife  have  inherited,  became  for- 
feit to  the  Crown, After  the 

decifive  Battle  of  tht  Boyne,  how- 
ever, he  ftill  followed  his  Maf- 
ter's  Fortunes,  and  through  that 
Intereft  and  his  own  Merit,  ob- 
tain'd  a  Captain's  Commiffion  in 
the  Service  of  Louis  XIV. — But 
afterwards,  procuring  a  Pardon 
from 
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from  tlie  English  Court,  he  came 
to  this  Metropolis,  where  he  mar- 
ried the  Daughter  of  an  eminent 
'Citizen  on  Fipfireet  -  Hill,  by 
whom  he  had  leveral  Children, 
and,  among  the  reft,  the  Subje£l 
of  our  prefent  Memoirs, 

Mifs  Raftor  was  born  in  171 1, 
and  {hewed  a  very  early  Inclina- 
tion and  Genius  for  the  Stage. — 
Her  natural  Turn  of  Humour, 
and  her  pleafing  Manner  of  fing- 
ing  Songs  of  Spirit,  induced 
fome  Friends  to  recommend  her 
to  the  late  Mr.  Co'ley  Cibber,  then 
one  of  the  Managers  of  Drury 
Lane  Theatre,  who  immediately 
engaged  her  at  a  fmall  Salary. — 
Her  firft  Appearance  was  in  Boy's 
Cloaths,  in  the  Character  of  a 
Page,  in  the  Tragedy  of  Mithri- 
dates  King  of  Pontus,  in  which 
fhe  was  introduced  only  to  fing  a 
Song. — Yet  even  in  this  fhe  met 
with  great  Applaufe. — This  was 
in  1728,  at  which  Time  fhe  was 
but  Seventeen  YearS  cf  Age  j  and 
in  the  very  fame  Seafon  we  find 
that  the  Audience  paid  fo  great 
Attention  to  her  Merit  in  the 
Part  of  Pbillida,  in  Gibber's  Love 
in  a  Kiddle,  which  Party- Preju- 
dice  had  determined  to  damn, 
right  or  wrong,  on  Account  of 
the  Author,  as  to  fufFer  their  ri- 
otous Clamours  to  fubfide  when- 
ever file  was  on  the  Stage  j  a 
Compliment  which  they  even  de- 
nied to  the  Elood  Royal  itfclf  on 
the  enfuing  Night. — : — In  1730, 
however,  fhe  had  an  Opportunity 
afforded  her,  which  fhe  did  not 
permit  to  pafs  enemployed,  of 
breaking  forth  on  the  Public  in  a 
full  Blaze  of  Comic  Brightnefs, 
—This  was  in  the  Part  of  Ndl, 
in  the  Devil  to  pay,  or  the  Wit'es 
Metamorphoi^ df  a  Ballad  Farce, 
written  by  Coffey,  in  which  fhe 
threw  out  a  full  Exertion  of  thofs 


C  L 

comic  Powers,  which  every  Fre- 
quenter of  the  The.Ure  muft  fince 
have  received  fuch  infinite  De- 
light from. — Her  Merit  in  this 
Chara6ter  occafioned  her  Salary 
to  be  doubled,  and  not  only  efta- 
bliihed  her  own  Reputation  with 
the  Audience,  but  fixed  the  Piece 
itfelf  on  tlve  conflant  Lift  of  act- 
ing Fafcfes,  an  Honour  which, 
perhaps  it  would  never  have  ar- 
rived at,  had  fhe  not  been  in  it, 
nor  may  long  maintain  when  her 

Support  in  it  is  loft. In  the 

Year  1732,  fhe  was  mai-iied  to 
G.  Cli-ve,  Efq;  a  Son  of  the  late 
Mr.  Baron  Clive,  which  Gentle- 
man is  ftill  living, — They  did  not 
however  cohabit  long  together  j 
yet,  notwithftanding  the  Temp- 
tations to  v/hich  a  Theatre  is 
fometimes  apt  to  expoie  young 
Perfons  of  the  Female  Sex,  and 
the  too  great  Readine/s  of  the 
Public  to  give  Way  to  unkind 
Suppofitions  in  Regard  to  them. 
Calumny  itfelf  has  never  feem'd 
to  aim  the  fiighteil  Arrow  at  her 
Fame. 

To  expatiate  on  her  Merit  as 
an  Aftreis  (while  flie  keeps  with- 
in the  very  extenfive  Walk  which 
is  adapted  to  her  Excellence) 
would  far  exceed  our  Limits,  and 
be  wholly  unnecefTary. — As  an 
Author,  I  imagine,  fhe  does  not 
aim  at  Immortality,  yet  fhe  has, 
at  different  BcHefits  of  her  own, 
introduced  three  feveral  petite 
Pieces  on  the  Stage,  neither  of 
which  is  totally  devoid  of  Merit. 
— Their  Titles  are  as  follow, 

1 .  B  A  y  E  s  ZK  Petticoats,  , 

2.  E'very    Woman  in   ber  Hu- 

mour. 

3.  Jjland  of  Blames. 

Only  the  firft  of  thefe,  however^ 
has  yet  appear'd  in  Print,  and  as 
to  the  laft  it  is  no  more  than  an 
almoft  literal  Tranflation  of  Ma~ 
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ri'vaux''s  IJle  dcs  Ejdaves,  exe- 
cuted, as  Ihe  hcrfelf  confefies,  by 
a  Gentlenlan  at  her  Requeft. 

CocKAiN,  S'w  AJion.  —  This 
Gentleman  lived  in  the  Reign  of 
Charks  I — He  was  Son  to  Thomas 
Cockair.y  Elq;  and  was  born  in  the 
Year  1706  at  AJhhoiirnCy  in  the 
Peak  of  DcrbyJJjire,  where  his 
Father  had  a  fine  Seat,  and  where 
fome  cf  his  Prcdeceflors  had  re- 
fided  ever  fince  the  Reign  of  Ed- 
icard  I.  —  His  Family,  however, 
appears  to  have  been  ftill  more 
ancient,  tracing  back  their  Ori- 
gin as  far  as  V/illiam  the  Con- 
queror, to  whom  they  were  al- 
lied, and  in  whofe  Reign  they 
lived  at  Henimivgton  Caftle  in  EJ- 
fcx. — Our  Author  had  a  liberal 
Education,  having  been  fcnt  to 
both  the  Unlverfjties  of  Oxford 
and  Cambridge^  at  the  latter  of 
<vhich  he  was  a  Fellow  Com- 
moner of  Trinity  College. — From 
the  Univerfities  he  for  a  Time 
was  entered  in  the  Inns  of 
Court,  where  he  feems  to  have 
continued  move  for  Fafhion's 
Sake  than  from  any  other  Mo- 
tive.  In  1632  he  fet  out  on  a 

Tour  of  Europe,  and  travelled 
thro'  France,  Italy,  German)-,  Sec. 
— -Kere  however  there  appears  an 
eflential  Difference  in  the  Bio- 
graphers of  his  Life,  ClUer  in 
his  Lives  of  the  Poets,  Vol.  II. 
p.  216.  pofitively  declaring  that 
he  went  abroad  with  Sir  Kenelm 
Dighy,  and  was  abfent  for  the 
Space  of  twelve  Years,  and  hang- 
balnc  and  all  the  other  Writers 
making  him  compleat  his  Tour 

in  as  many  Months. Befides 

which  Coxeter  In  his  MS.  Notes 
has  beftov/ed  on  hsm  as  a  travel- 
ling Tutor  one  Dr.  Ro&,  Creicb- 
ton. — The  latter  Accounts  how- 
ever appears  moft  probable. 

During  the  Civil  Wars  he  fuf- 
fer'd    greatly   for   his  RdigioHj 
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which  was  that  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  and  for  his  attachment  to 
the  King's  Caufc,  under  whom 
he  claim'd  the  Title  of  a  Baro- 
net ;  yet,  as  there  was  no  Record 
or  proper  Enrollment  of  a  Patent 
to  that  Effeft,  he  was  not  uni- 
verfally  allowed  the  Title. — He 
was  ftrongly  addifted  to  Books 
and  the  Study  of  Poetry,  in  wlaich 
he  indulged  himfelf  in  a  retired 
Life,  refiding  moftly  at  a  Lord- 
/hip  belonging  to  him,  called 
Pooley,  in  the  Parifh  of  Polefivortb 

in    WaVivlckjhire. He   died  at 

Derby  upon  the  breaking  of  the 
great  Froft  in  Feb.  1684,  in  the 
7i5th  Year  of  his  Age,  and  was 
privately  buried  in  the  Chancel  of 
Polefivortb  Church. 

Sir  Afon  is  univerfally  ack- 
nowledged to  have  been  a  great 
Lover  of  the  polite  Arts,  aiad  by 
fome  is  efteemed  a  confiderable 
Poet.  In  his  private  Tranfaftions 
he  was  greatly  deficient  in  Point  of 
Oeconomy,  by  which  Means,  to- 
gether with  his  Lofles  during  the 
Civil  Wars,  he  was  obliged  to 
difpofe  of  all  his  Patrimony  dur- 
ing his  Life-Time;  the  Lordfhip 
of  Afhhcurne  being  fold  to  Sir 
William  Boothby,  Bart,  and  that 
oi Pooley  above-mentioned,  which 
bad  belGnL,ed  to  the  Family  ever 
fince  Richard  IPs  Time,  he  part- 
ed with  to  one  Humphrey  fen- 
nings,  Efqj  with  the  Refervat'on 
of  an  Annuity  for  his  own  Life. 

The  dramatic  Pieces  he  has 
left  behind  him  are  as  follow, 

1.  Obfinate  Lady.     C. 

2.  OviD'i  Tragedy. 

3.  T  R  A  p  p  0  L  I  N  fuppos'd  a 

Prince.      T.  C. 

4.  A    Mafque  for     Tivelftb- 

Nigbt, 
Phillips  and  Winftanky  have  omit- 
ed  the  fecond  and  laft  of  thefe  in 
their  Account  of  his  WritingSj 
and  attributed  tg  Jiiro  two  ?no. 
nymouf 


c  o 

nymous  Pieces  which  are  cer- 
tainly none  of  his,  entitJed, 
Thersites.  Interhide.  and 
'iyrannical  Government,  T.  C. 
Coxeter  in  his  MS.  Notes  contra- 
difts  the  Place  of  his  Birth,  fix- 
ing it  at  Ehejion  in  Derbyjbirey 
and  adds  moreover,  that  he  was 
Nephew  to  Philip,  the  firft  Earl 
of  Cheflerfidd,  to  whom  and  his 
Countefs  he  has  dedicated  his 
Mafquefor  liuelfth  Night,  which 
was  performed  at  their  Country 
Seat,  two  of  their  Sons  a(5ting 
in  it. 

Code iNG TON,  Robert,  A.  M. 
This  Writer  was  dcfcended  from 
an  ancient  and  eftimable  Family 
in  Gloucejierpoire,  in  which  Coun- 
ty he  was  born  in  the  Year  1601, 
and  at  feventeen  Years  of  Age, 
'vix.  on  July  2c,  16 19.  he  was 
ele£led  Dean  of  Magdalen  Col- 
lege, Oxford,  being  then  fome 
Months  ftanding  in  t  at  Houfe. 
—Here  he  took  the  Degrees  in 
Arts,  that  of  Mafter  being  com- 
pleated  in  1626. — He  afterwards 
went  abroad  on  his  Travels,  on 
his  Return  from  which,  being 
poflefs'd  of  an  independent  For- 
tune, he  lived  for  feveral  Years 
in  Norfolk,  and  tliere  remained. 
— At  length,  however,  he  went 
to  London,  where  he  fettled  for 
the  .Remainder  of  his  Life,  which 
was  put  a  Period  to  in  the  gene- 
ral great  Calamity  of  the  Plague 
in  that  City,  in  1665. — ^^^  was 
a  rank  Parliamentarian,  as  ap- 
pears in  the  Life  of  the  Earl  of 
F^lfex,  which  he  has  written.— 
He  was  a  voluminous  Writer,  but 
feems  principally  to  have  employ- 
ed himfelf  in  Compilement  and 
TranHation,  among  the  latter  of 
which  he  has  left  a  Tranflation 
of  one  Latin  Play,  wvitten  by  R. 
B.uggle%,  oi  Clare- Hall,  Cambridge, 
entitled, 

Jgnoramus,     C,         '         • 
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Coffey,  Mr.  Charles. — This 
Author  was  a  Native  of  Ireland, 
— He  had  no  very  great  Share  of 
original  Genius  5  his  Turn  vvas 
Humour,  and  having  met  with 
fome  Succefs  in  altering  and 
patching  up  an  old  Farce  of  Je- 
•van's,  called  the  De'vil  of  a  Wife, 
he  purfued  the  fame  Kind  of 
Plan  with  fom.e  other  dramatic 
Pieces,  but  with  very  little  Sue-  . 
cefs ;  moft  of  them  having  been 
very  juftly  damned. — The  Num- 
bers andVames  of  them  may 
however  be  izfin.  in  the  following 
Lift, 

1.  Beggar  s  JVedding.      Ballad 

Opera. 

2.  Boarditig-School  Romps.  Bal. 

Farce. 
•l.  De'vil  to  pay.     Ball.  Farce, 

4.  Devil  upon  two  Stieks.  Ball, 

Farce. 

5.  Female  Par/on,  Ball.  Opera, 

6.  Merry  Ccbler.     Farce. 

7.  Soiithivark  Fair.      C. 

8.  infe  and  no  Wife.  Farce. 
Mr.  Cojfey  was  in  his  Perfon  con- 
fiderably  deformed;  yet  no  Man 
was  more  ready  to  admit  of,  and 
even  join  in  any  Raillery  on  him- 
felf. — One  remarkable  Inftance 
of  which  was  his  performing  the 
Character  of  Mfop  for  his  own 
Benefit  in  Dublin.— lit  died  on 
the  13th  of  May  1745,  and  v/as 
buried  in  the  Parilh  of  St.  Clements 
Danes. 

CoLMAN,  George,  Efq; — This 
Gentleman  is  a  living  Writer, 
and  but  of  an  Age  advancing  to- 
wards that  in  which  Perfcftion 
is  to  be  expedled. — He  is  Nephew 
to  the  late  Countefs  of  Bath,  and 
has  been  warmly  patronifed  by  her 
noble  Lord. — His  Genius  leads 
him  to  Works  of  Humour,  a 
confiderable  Fund  of  vv'hich  ap- 
pears in  fome  of  the  Effays  v/hich 
he  has  written  in  the  Courfe  of  a 
periodical  Paper,  called  the  Con- 
KoiJJeur, 
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f'r-t/Jcur,- He  feems  at  prefent 

however  to  pay  h^g  Court  folcly 
to  the  Comic  Mufe,  by  whofe 
Inlpiration  he  has  already  pro- 
duced three  dramatic  Pieces,  'ui^ii, 

1.  Jealous  Wife.     C. 

2.  Muftcal  Lady.     Farce, 

3.  PoLLV   Honey  COM  BE. 

Farce. 
Thefe  Pieces,  tho'  not  abfo- 
hitely  perfcdl,  have  neverthelefs 
confiderable  Merit. — Jn  his  Pf;'/V^ 
Fieces  the  Plots  are  llmplc,  and 
no  great  Matter  bf  Incident  in- 
troduced into  them. — Yet  they 
contain  ftrong  Charadter,  and  are 
.^imed  at  the  ridiculing  of  fa- 
fliionablc  and  prevailing  FoUies, 
which  ought  to  be  made  eflen- 
tial  Points  of  Confidcration  in 
every  Produflion  of  the  Sock. — 
His  more  regular  Comedy  has  the 
fame  Merit  with  the  others  as  to 
the  Prefcrvation  of  Charaderj 
and  it's  Plot,  tho'  profefledly 
borrowed,  receives  Advantages 
from  the  Conduft  of  it,  which 
refleft  Honour  on  the  Author  j 
and  afford  us  the  pleafing  Prof- 
peft,  amidft  the  prefent  Dearth 
of  comic  Writers,  of  an  ample 
Contribution  from  this  Quarter 
to  the  Variety  of  our  dramatic 
Bntertainments  of  this  more  dif- 
ficult Kind. — This  Gentleman 
has  been  alfo  fuppofed  to  be  the 
Author  of  fome  Eflays,  undcrthe 
Title  of  the  Genius,  lately  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  St.  Jaims's  Evcnirz 
Toft.  ^  ^ 

CONCANEN,   MdthciV,  Efqj 

This  Gentleman  was  3  Native  of 
Ireland,  and  defcended  from  a 
good  Family  in  that  Kingdom, — 
He  had  a  liberal  Education  be- 
llowed on  him  by  his  Parents, 
and  was  bred  to  the  Law, — His 
Wit  and  literary  Abilities  recom- 
mended him  to  the  Favour  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Neivcaftle, 
tiiro'  whofe  ^ntcreft  he  obtained 
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the  Poft  of  -Attorney-General  of 
the  Ifland  oi  Jamaica,  which  Of- 
fice he  filled  with  the  utmoft  In- 
tegrity and  Honour,  and  to  die 
perfe£l;  Satisfadlion  of  the  Inha- 
bitants, for  upwards  of  twenty 
Years  5  'when  having  acquir'd 
an  ample  Fortune,  he  was  de- 
firous  of  palling  the  Clofe  of  his 
Life  in  his  Native  Country  j 
with  which  Intention  he  quitted 
Jamaica  and  came  to  London,  pro- 
pofing  to  pafs  fome  little  Time 
there  before  he  went  to  fettle  en- 
tirely in  Ireland. — But  the  Dif- 
ference of  Climate  between  that 
Metropolis  and  the  Place  he  had 
fo  long  been  accuftomed  to,  had 
fuch  an  Effe£l  on  his  Conftitu- 
tion,  that  he  fell  into  a  galloping 
Confumption,  of  whic^  he  died 
in  a  few  Weeks  after  his  Arrival 
in  London, 

The  World  is  obliged  to  him 
for  a  very  elegant  Tranflation  of 
Vida\  Art  of  Poetry;  for  feve- 
ral  original  Poems,  which,  tho' 
fmall,  have  confiderable  Merit  ; 
and  for  one  Play,  entitled, 

Wexford  TVelh.  Com. 
He  was  alfo  concerned  with  Mr, 
Roome  and  another  Gentleman  in 
altering  Richard  Brome's  Jo'vial 
Creiu  into  a  Ballad  Opera,  in 
which  Form  it  is  now  frequently 

performed. As  to   his    Profs 

Writings  they  arc  mofl:ly  politi- 
cal, or  critical  j  in  the  latter  of 
which,  having  pretty  feverely  at- 
tacked Mr,  Fope  and  Dean  Sioift, 
the  former  of  whom,  whofe  Dif- 
pofition  was  on  no  Occafion  of 
the  moft  forgiving  Nature,  has 
handled  him  very  feverely  in  the 
Dunciad. 

Con GR EVE,  WilHam,  Efq;— - 
This  Geptleman  was  defcended 
from  the  ancient  Family  of  the 
Congrti'es,  of  Cotigrevc  in  Stafford- 
Jhire,  his  Father  being  fecond  Son 
to  Richard  Congrcue,  of  that  Place. 
— 'Some 
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—Some  Authors,  and  in  parti- 
cular Sir  JametWare,  contend  for 
his  having  been  born  in  Ireland, 
fcut  as  "Jacob,  who  was  particu- 
larly acquainted  with  him,  and 
who  in  his  Preface  acknowledges 
his  Obligations  to  Mr.  Cmgrcvn 
for  his  Communication  of  what 
related  to  himfelf,  has  abfolutely 
contradided  that  Report,  I  fliall 
on  his  Authority,  v^hich  I  con- 
fidcr  to  be  the  fame  as  Mr.  Con- 
grei}e\  own,  fix  the  Spot  of  his 
Nativity  at  a  Place  called  Bardp, 
not  far  from  Leeds  in  Yorkjhlrc, 
being  Part  of  the  Eftate  of  Sir 
yohn  Lewis,  his  Great-Uncle  by 
his  Mother's  Side. — It  is  certain, 
however,  that  he  went  over  to 
that  Kingdom  very  young. — For 
his  Father  being  only  a  younger 
Brother,  and  provided  for  in  the 
Army  by  a  Commiflion  en  the  Iri/h 
Eftabliihment,  was  compelled  to 
undertake  a  Journey  thither  in 
Confequence  of  his  Command  ; 
which  he  afterwards  parted  with 
to  accept  of  the  Management  of 
a  confiderable  Eftate  belonging  to 
the  Burlifigton  Family  ,  which 
fix'd  his  Refidence  there. — How- 
ever, tho'  he  fufFer'd  this  Son  to 
receive  his  firft  Tinfture  of  Let- 
ters in  the  great  School  at  Kil- 
kenny, and  afterwards,  to  com- 
pieat  his  ClalTical  Learning  under 
the  Direftion  of  Dr.  Ap,  in  the 
Univerf;ty  of  Dublin,  yet  being 
defirous  that  his  Studies  fhould  be 
diredled  to  Profit  as  well  as  Im- 
provement, he  fent  hjm  over  to 
England  foon  after  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  placed  him  as  a  Student 
in  the  Temple. — The  dry,  plod- 
ding Study  of  the  Law,  however, 
was  by  no  Meafis  fuitable  to  the 
fprightly  volatile  Genius  of  Mr. 
Congre-vc,  and  therefore,  tho'  he 
did  not  want  Approbation  in 
thofe  Studies  to  which  his  Genius 
U^  hiffl;  yet  he  did  not  even  at- 
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tempt  to  make  any  Proficiency  in 
a  Service  which  he  was  probably 
conlcious  he  ihould  make  no  Fi- 
gure in. — Excellence  and  Perfec- 
tion were  what,  it  is  apparent,  he 
laid  it  down  as  his  Principle  from 
the  very  firft,  to  make  it  his  Aim 
the  acquiring;  for  in  the  very 
carlieft  Education  of  his  Genius, 
and  a  very  early  one  indeed  it 
was,  •uix.  his  Novel,  calFd  L'ive 
and  Duty  reconciled,  written  when 
he  was  not  above  feventeen  Years 
of  Age,  he  had  not  only  endea- 
voured at,  but  indeed  fucccedcd 
in,  the  prefenting  to  the  World 
not  a  meer  Novel  according  to 
Tafte  and  Fafliion  then  prevail- 
ing, but  a  Piece  .which  fhould 
point  out,  and  be  in  itfelf  a  Mo- 
del of,  what  Novels  ought  to  be, 
— And  tho'  this  cannot  itfelf  be 
called  with  Propriety  a  dramatic 
Work,  yet  he  has  fo  ftrlftly  ad- 
hered to  dramatic  Rules  in  the 
Compofition  of  it,  that  his  arri* 
ving  at  fo  great  a  Degree  of  Per- 
fcd^ion  in  the  regular  Drama,  in 
fo    fhort   a   Time  afterwards,    is 

hardly  to  be  wonder'd  at. His 

firft  Play  was  the  Old  Batchelor, 
and  was  the  Amufcmcnt  of  fome 
leifure  Hours  during  a  flow  Re- 
covery from  a  Fit  of  Illnefj,  foon 
after  his  Return  to  England,  and 
was  in  itfelf  fo  perfedl,  that  Mr. 
Drydcn,  on  it's  being  fhcwn  to 
him,  declared  he  had  never  in  his 
Life  {i::t.Vi  fuch  a  firft  Play ;  and 
that  great  Poet  having,  in  Con- 
junftion  with  Mr.  Soutberne  and 
Arthur  Ma?nvaring,  Efqj  given  it 
a  flight  Revifal,  Dr.  Danjcnant, 
who  was  the  Manager  of  Drury 
Lane  Theatre,  and  was  delighted 
both  with  the  Piece  and  it's  Au- 
thor, brought  it  on  the  Stage  in 
1693,  w-here  it  met  with  fuch 
univerfal  Approbation,  that  Mr, 
Ccngreve,  tho'  he  was  but  nini*- 
teen  Years  of  Age  at  the  Time 
of 
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of  his  writing  it,  became  now 
confider'd  as  a  Prop  to  the  decli  • 
ning  Stage,  and  a  rifirig  Genius 
in  dramatic  Poetry. — The  next 
Year  he  ^i-oAuced  the  Doi,h/e  Dea- 
ler, which,  for  what  Reafon  how- 
ever I  know  net,  did  not  meet 
with  fo  much  Succefs  as  the  for- 
mer.  The  Merit  of  his  fiift 

Play,  however,  had  obtain'd  him 
the  Favour  and  Patronage  of  Lord 
Ballifax,  and  fome  peculiar  Marks 
of  Diftinftion  from  Queen  Mary, 
on  whofe  Death,  which  happen- 
ed in  the  Clofe  of  this  Year,  he 
•wrote  a  very  elegant  elegiac  Paf- 
toral. — In  1695,  when  Eetterton 
opened  the  new  Houfe  in  Lin- 
coln s  -  Im- Fields,  Mr.  Congrco'c 
joining  with  him,  gave  him  his 
Comedy  cf  Love  for  Lo've,  with 
which  the  Company  opened  their 
Campaign,  and  v/hich  met  with 
fuch  Succefs,  that  they  immedi- 
ately offer'u  the  Author  a  Share 
in  the  Management  of  the  Koufe, 
on   Condition    of  his   furnifhing 

them  with  one  Play  yearly, 

This  Offer  he  accepted  of ;  but 
Vv'heiher  thro'  Indolence,  or  that 
Correftnefs  which  he  look'd  on 
as  neceflafy  to  his  Works,  his 
MournifJg  Bride  did  not  come  out 
till  1697,  nor  his  M-^ay  of  the 
World  till  two  Years  after  that. — 
The  indifferent  Succefs  this  laft- 
■mentioned  Play,  tho'  an  exceed- 
ing good  one,  met  from  the  Pub- 
lic, compleated  that  Difguft  to 
the  Theatre,  v»fhich  a  long  Con- 
teft  w^ith  "Jeremy  Collier,  Vihohad 
attacked  the  Immoralities  of  the 
\EngliJh  Stage,  and  more  efpe- 
cially  fome  of  his  Pieces,  had  be- 
gun,   and    he    determined    never 

raore  to  write  for  the  Stage. 

^his  Refolution  he  punftually 
kept,  and  Mr.  Dennis's  Obferva- 
tion  on  that  Point  will,  I  am 
afraid,  be  fcund  but  too  true, 
•when  he  faid,  "  that  Mr,  Con- 
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'^  greve  quitted  the  Stage  earfy, 
"  and  that  Comedy  left  it  with 
"  him." — Yet,  tho'  he  quitted 
dramatic  Writing,  he  did  not  lay 
down  the  Pen  entirely  j  but  oc- 
caficnally  wrote  many  little  Pieces 
both  in  Profe  and  Verfe,  all  of 
which  ftand  on  the  Records  of  li- 
terary F-ame. 

It  is-  very  poffible,  however, 
that  he  might  not  fo  foon  have 
given  Way  to  this  Dif^^uft,  had 
not  the  Eaiinefs  of  his  Circurn- 
fiances  render'd  any  Subfervience 
to  the  Opinions  and  Caprice  of 
the  Town  abfolutely  unneceffary 
to  him. — For  his  Abilities  hav- 
ing very  early  in  Life  raifed  him 
to  the  Acquaintance  of  the  Earl  of 
Halifax,  who  was  then  the  Ma" 
cenas  of  the  Age,  that  Nobleman, 
defirous  of  raifing  fo  promifing  a 
Genius  above  the  Neceflity  of  too 
hafty  Productions,  made  him  one 
of  the  Comm.iffioners  for  liceniing 
Hackney-Coaches,  or,  according 
to  Coxeter,  a  Commiffion  of  the 
Wine  Licence. — He  foon  after  be- 
ftow'd  on  him  a  Place  in  the 
Pipe-Office,  and  not  long  after 
that  gave  him  a  Poft  in  the  Cuf- 
toms,  worth  fix  hundred,Pounds 
per  Annum. 

In  the  Year  17 18,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  Jamaica,  fo 
that,  with  all  together,  his  In- 
come towards  the  latter  Part  of 
his  Life  was  upwards  of  twelve 
hundred  Founds  a  Year. — Thus 
rais'd  above  Dependance,  it  is  no 
Wonder  he  would  no  longer  ren- 
der him.felf  fubjeft  to  the  capri- 
cious Cenfures  of  impotent  Cri- 
tics.— And  had  his  poetical  Fa- 
ther, Mr,  Dryden,  ever  been  rais'd 
to  the  fame  Circumflances,  it  is 
probable  that  his  All  for  Love 
wouid  not  now  have  been  efteem- 
ed  thebeft  of  his  dramatic  Pieces, 
nor  would  he  have  been  com- 
pell'd  fi>r  a  bare  Li-veiiheodto^he 
Drudgery 
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i)ruJgery  of  producing  four  Plays 
in  a  Space  of  Time  fcarce.moie 
than  fufficient  for  forming  the 
Plot  of  one. 

But  to  return  to  Coiigrcve.^ — - 
The  greateft  Part  of  the  laft 
twenty  Years  of  his  Life  were 
fpent  in  Eafe  and  Retirement, 
and  he  either  did  not,  or  afFefted 
not  to  give  himfelf  any  Trouble 
about  Reputation.— — Yet  feme 
Part  of  that  Condudl  might  pro- 
ceed from  a  Degree  of  Fride  j  T, 
Cihber,  in  his  Lives  of  the  Poets, 
Vol.  IV.  p.  93.  relates  an  Anec- 
dote of  him,  which  I  cannot  pro- 
perly omit  here, — "  When  the 
"  celebrated  Voltaire,  fays  he,  was 
'f  in  England,  he  waited  upon 
<'  Congre-vc^  and  pafs'd  him  fome 
''  Complinrients  as  to  the  Reputa- 
**  tion  and  Merit  of  his  Works. 
<(  ..^Corgre-ve  thank'd  him,  but 
*'  at  the  fame  Time  told  that  in- 
*'  genious  Foreigner,  he  did  not 
*^  cbuje  to  be  confider'' d  a%  an  Au- 
''  thor,  but  otily  as  a  private  Gen- 
**  tieman,  and  in  that  Light  ex- 
«  pe^ed  to  bcuifited. — Voltaire  an- 
*'  fwered,  ^hat  if  he  had  nc'ver 
**  been  any  Thing  but  a  private 
**  Gentleman,  in  all  Probability  he 
*'  had  never    been    troubled    ivith 

*"'  that  Vi_^tit, And  obferves  in 

*'  his  own  Account  of  the  Tranf- 
*'  aftion,  that  he  was  not  a  little 
*'  difgufted  with  fo  unfeafonable 
*'  a  Piece  of  Vanity." 

Towards  the  Clofe  of  his  Life 
"  he  was  much  afflifted  with  the 
Gout,  and  making  a  Tour  to 
Bath,  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Wa- 
ters, was  unfortunately  overturn- 
ed in  his  Chariot,  by  which  it  is 
fuppos'd  he  got  fome  inward 
Bruife,  as  he  ever  after  complain  - 
ed  of  a  Pain  in  his  Side,  and  on 
his  Return  to  London,  continued 
gradually  declining  in  his  Health, 
till  the  19th  of  Jan,  1729,  when 
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he  died,  aged  57,  at  his  Houfe 
in  Surry-Strei't,  in  the  Strandy 
and  on  the  26th  following  was 
buried  in  Weftminficr. Abbey,  the 
Pall  being  fupported  by  Perfons 
of  the  firft  Diftinftion. 

His  dramatic  Pieces  are  {av^n. 
in  Number,  and  their  Titles  as 
follow, 

1.  Double  Dealer.     C. 

2.  Judgment  of?  AKis.   Mafqj 

3.  Lcve  for  Lonji.      C. 

4.  Mourning  Bride.     T. 
S*Old  Batchelor.     C. 

6.  Semele.     Oratorio. 

7.  Way  of  the  World.     C. 

Co  NOLLY,  Mr.—This  Gen= 
tieman  was  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Ireland,     and    a   Student   in   the 

Temple. He  wrote  one  u  nf UC" 

cefsful  Play,   entitled, 

The  Connoifj'eur.     C, 
Coiceter  in  his   Notes    calls   him 
Connol,  but  on  what  Authority  I 
know  not. 

Constable,  Mr.'  Francis.— ~ 
This  Gentleman  was  the  Editor 
of  an  anonymous  Piece,  entitled 

Pathomachia. 
which  however  was  not  pub- 
li/hed  till  fome  Time  after  the 
Death  of  the  Author,  who  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  Friend  of 
Mr.  Conftable''s,  tho'  that  Gentle- 
man has  not  obliged  the  World 
with  informing  it  what  was  his 
Name. 

Phillips  and  Winftanley  have, 
among  their  innumerable  Mif- 
takes,  afcrihed  this  Piece  to  An- 
thory  Brenver. 

Cook,  Mr.  John. Of  this 

Author  no  farther  Account  is  ex- 
tant, than  that  he  wrote  in  King 
James  I's  Time,  and  obliged  the 
World  with  one  Play,  entitled. 
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Cooke,  Edivard,  Efqj- Of 

this  Gentleman  Langhaive,  Sec. 
make  no  farther  Mention  than 

[  H  ]  that 
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thzt  Ke  wrote  in  King  Charles  II's 
Time,  and  was  Author  of  one 
-dramatic  Piece,  -tvz. 

Lo've's  Triumph.  T.  C. 
Ccxcter,  in  his  MS.  takes  No- 
tice of  a  Tranflation  of  le 
Grand''s  Diwvu  Epicurus,  or  the 
Empire  of  Pleajure  ever  the  Vir- 
tues., by  one  Ediuard  Cooke,  Efqj 
from  the  Date  c.f  which,  being 
piibhfhed  in  1676,  it  is  probably 
the  Work  of  this  Author. 

CooKE,  Mr,  Thomas. — This 
Gentleman,  who  for  any  thing 
I  know  to  the  contrary,  is  ftill 
living,  was  born  at  Braintrce  in 
EJfex,  and  educated  at  Feljied 
School  in  the  fame  County,  about 
the  Year  1707c — He  muft  have 
rnade  a  very  rapid  Progrefs  in  Li- 
terature, for  in  1726,  at  which 
Time  he  was  only  nineteen  Years 
of  j^ge,  he  gave  the  World  a 
very  correft  Edition  of  the  Works 
of  the  famous  Andrew  Marnjel, 
prefixed  to  which  is  a  Life  of  the 
Author.—This  Work  he  dedi- 
cat,2d  to  the  Earl  of  P(nibroke,\\'h.o 
being  much  delighted  with  the 
Learning  and  Abilities  of  fo  young 
a  Writer,  became  a  very  warm 
Patron  to  him  (as  lie  had  before 
been  to  the  great  Mr.  Locke,) 
an4  even  wrote  feveral  of  the 
Notes  to  his  Tranflation  of  He- 
Jiod,  which  he  publifted  1728. — 
Befides  thefe  Mr,  Cocke  has  ob- 
liged the  Public  with  a  Tranfla- 
tion of  Cicero  de  Naiura  Veorum, 
aad  of  the  Comedies  of  Terence, 
and  prepared  an  Edition  and  Tran- 
flation of  Plautus  alfo,  the  j4m- 
pbytrion  only  cf  whom  however 
he  has  hitherto  pubhfhed. — His 
Reputation  and  Merit  therefore 
as  a  claflical  Writer  are  apparent- 
ly great  — Which  is  rnore  than  I 
can  venture  to  fay  of  him  as  a 
dramatic  Author.- — Yet  as  he  has 
launched  into  that  Path  we  can- 
not refufe  his  Pieces    a  Place 
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here,  tiro'  they  met  with  no  Suc- 
cefs  at  the  Time  they  appeared, 
— Their  Titles  are  as  follow, 

1.  ALBiON.      Mafque. 

2.  Eu7iuch.     F. 

3.  Lo-ve  the  Caufe  and  Cure  of 

Grief.     T. 

4.  Mournful  Nuptials.      T. 

5.  Triumphs  of  Lo've  and  IIo' 

nour.     T. 
He  was  alfo  concerned  with  Mr. 
Mottley,  in  writing  a  Farce,  called, 

Eenelope, 
of  which  fee  more  particularly  in 
its  proper  Place,    in  the  former 
Part  of  this  Work. 

Cooper,  Mrs.  — Of  this  Lady, 
who  is  ftill  living,  and  v^hom  we 
muft  rank  among  the  Female  Ge-. 
niufes  of  this  Kingdom,  I  can 
trace  nothing  farther  than  that 
fhe  is  the  Widow  of  one  Mr. 
Cooper,  an  Auftioncer,  that  /he 
was  the  Editor  of  a  Work,  en- 
titled the  Mujes  Library,  and  Au- 
thor of  one  Comedy,  entitled 

Ri-val  Widoivs.     C. 

Cor  e  y,  Mr.  John,— AW  that 
is  recorded  of  this  Gendemau 
is  that  he  lived  in  King  Charles 
IPs  Reign,  and  fent  forth  into 
th eWorld  a  dramatic  Piece,  which 
is  entirely  aCompilement,  or  ra- 
ther Plagiary  from  otiier  Au- 
thors.— The  Title  of  it  is. 

The  Generous  Enemies.     C. 

Corey,  John. — This  Gentle- 
man has  been,  by  fome  of  the 
Writers,  confounded  with  the 
laft-anentioned  one. — But  is  in- 
deed quite  another  Perfcn,  having 
flourilhed  in  Queen  y^nne''s  and 
King  George  Ift's  Reigns, — He 
was  defcended  from  an  ancient 
Family  in  Cornivall,  but  was  him- 
felf  born  at  Bamfiaple  in  De'uon- 
pire. — He  was  intended  for  the 
Study  of  the  Law,  and  to  that 
Purpofe  was  enter'd  oi  Neiv-Inn  j 
but  having  a  theatrical  Turn,  and 
preferring  the  Oratory  qf  the 
Stage 
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Stage  to  that  of  the  Bar,  he  did 
not  long  continue  there,  before 
he  turned  Player,  which  Profef- 
ficn  he  followed  for  twenty  Years, 
to  the  Time  of  his  Death,  which 

happened  about  1721. Yet  it 

is  probable  he  might  have  made 
a  more  confpicucus  Figure  in  the 
Walk  of  bis  firft  Deftination ; 
for  tho'  he  was  acknowledged  to 
be  a  juil  and  fenfible  Speaker, 
yet  being  but  low  in  Stature, 
and  his  Voice  none  of  the  beft, 
he  was  ever  obliged  to  work 
againft  the  Stream,  and  labour 
v/ith  Difficulties  which  prevented 
his  being  held  in  any  very  high 
Ellimatlon  in  a  Prcfellion  which, 
of  all  others,  requires  the  greateft 
Number  of  Perfeftions,  and  to 
arrive  at  Excellence  in  which  a 
Perfon  ought  not  to  be  deficient 
in  any  one  Advantage  that  either 
Nature  or  Art  can  beftow. — He 
brought  two  dramatic  Pieces  on 
the  Stage,  whofe  Titles  are  as 
follow, 

1 .  A  Cure  for  Jealoufy.     C. 

2.  The  Metamorphofn.     C. 
CoRi,  Sign.  Angela, — Of  this 

Gentleman  I  know  nothing  more 
than  that  he  was  an  Italian  Mu- 
sician, and  that  I  have  met  with 
two  Italian  Operas,  with  his  Name 
prefixed  to  them,  performed  at 
the  King's  Theatre  in  the  tlay- 
piarkct. — Their  Titles  are, 

Conquejl  of  the  Golden  Fietxe, 
Ital. -Opera. 

Hypsipile.     Ital, -Op. 

Cotton,  Charles,  Efqj — This 
Gentleman  lived  in  the  Reigns 
of  Charles  II,  and  James  II.  and 
refided  for  the  greateft  Part  of 
his  Life  at  Bcresfcrd  in  Stafford- 
jhire. — He  wrote  one  dramatic 
Piece,  or  rather  tranflated  it  from 
the  French  of  Corneille,  for  the 
Ufe  of  his  Sifter  Mrs.  Stanhope 
Hutchinfonf  to  whom,  when  it 
was    publifhedjt    which   was    not 
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till  many  Years  after  the  Writing 
of  it,  he  thought  proper  to  de- 
dicate it.-*-It  is  entitled, 

Horace.  T. 
yet  tho',  on  Account  of  thij 
Piece,  I  have  a  Right  to  men- 
tion him  as  a  dramatic  Wiiter, 
yet  his  principal  Fame  was  found- 
ed on  his  Merit  as  a  burlefque 
Writei-,  in  which  Light  he  is 
fo  confiderable  as  to  ftand  even 
in  Competition  with  the  cele- 
brated Author  oi  Hudibrafs  him- 
felf. — His  moft  celebrated  Poern 
of  this  Kind  is  his  Scarronldcs, 
or  Traveftie  of  his  firft  and  fourth. 
Books  of  the  Mneid. — But  altho' 
from  the  Title  one  would  be  apt 
to  imagine  it  an  Imitation  of 
Scarron%  famous  Traveftie  of  the 
fame  Author,  yet,  on  an  Exami- 
nation, it  will  be  found  greatly 
to  excel  not  only  that,  but  every 
Attempt  of  that  Kind  hitherto 
made  in  any  Language. — He  has 
alfo  tranflated  feveral  oi  Luciani 
Dialogues  in  the  fame  Manner, 
under   the  Title    of    the  Scoffer 

fcoff'd.- And  written  another 

Poem  of  a  more  ferious  Kind, 
called  the  J-Fondirs  of  the  Peak. — » 
The  exact  Period  of  either  Mr. 
Cotton  5  Birth  or  his  Death,  are 
not  any  where  to  my  Knowledge 
recorded,  but  it  is  probable  the 
latter  happen'd  about  the  Time 
of  the  Revolution. — Neither  is 
it  better  known  what  hisCircum- 
ftances  were  with  refpeft  to  For- 
tune 5  they  appear  however  to 
have  been  eafy,  if  one  may  form 
any  Judgment  from  the  Turn  of 
his  Writings,  which  feems  to  be 
fuch  as  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  any 
one  could  indulge  in,  whofe  Mind 
was  not  perfeftly  at  Eafe. — Yet 
there  is  one  Anecdote  in  relation 
to  him,  which  I  cannot  avoid  re- 
lating, and  which  feems  to  fnew 
that  his  Vein  of  Humour  could 
not  reftrain  itfelf  on  any  Confi- 
[  H  2  ]         «  dera. 
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deration,  viz.  that  in  Confe- 
i^uence  of  a  fingle  Couplet  in  his 
Virgil  trat'efie,  wherein  he  has 
made  mention  of  a  pecu'ar  Kind 
of  Ruft"  v/orn  by  a  Grandmother 
of  his,  who  lived  in  the  Peiik, 
he  loft  an  Eftate  of  four  hundred 
Pounds />£r  Annum,  the  old  Lady, 
whofe  Humour  and  tefty  Difpo- 
fition  he  could  by  no  Means  have 
been  a  Stranger  to,  never  being 
able  to  forgive  the  Liberty  he  had 
taken  with  her,  and  having  her 
Fortune  wholly  in  her  own  Dif- 
pofal,  altho'  (lie  had  before  made 
him  her  foie  Heir,  alter'd  her 
Will,  and  gave  it  all  away  to  an 
abfolute  Stranger. 

Cowley,  Mr.  Abraham. — 
This  excellent  Poet  was  the  Son 
of  a  Grocer  near  the  End  of 
Cbancery-Lane,  in  Fleet-Street, 
London,  at  which  Place  our  Au- 
thor was  born  in  the  Year  1618, 
—His  Mother,  thro'  the  Intereft 
of  fome  Frieiids,  procured  him 
t,-)  he  admitted  a  King's  Scholar 
in  Wefiyr.wfier  School,  where  his 
Inclination  and  Genius  for  Poetry 
ffjewed  itfelf  very  early,  for  Lattg- 
baine,  'Jacob,  Cildcn,  and  all  the 
otherWriters  fay  that  he  wrote  the 
tragical  Hiftory  of  Pyramus  and 
Tbi/be  at  ten  Years  old,  at  twelve 
that  of  Confiantia,  and  that  at 
thirteen  he  publifiied  a  Collection 
of  Poems  under  the  Title  of 
Poetical  Bloffoms  J  Cibher  hov/ever, 
in  Oppofition  to  them  all,  does 
not  fpeak  of  the  Publication  of 
this  Colleftion  till  his  fixteenth 
Year,which  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing the  mcft  probable  Account. 
-r-But  one  Thing  extreamly  re- 
markable in  him  was,  that  with 
fo  extraordinary  a  natural  Genius, 
he  had  fo  very  bad  a  Memory 
that  his  Teachers  could  never 
l)ii^g  him  to  retain  even  the  com- 
r  01  Rules  of  Grammar.  So 
that  had  he  not  formed  tbe  nioft 
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intimate  Acquaintance  with  the 
Books  themfelves  from  which 
thofe  Rules  are  drav/n,  he  could 
never  have  been  Mafter  of  them. 
— In  1636  he  was  elefted  a  Scho- 
lar of  Trinity  Colledge,  Cambridge,, 
and  removed  to  that  Univerfity. 
— PJere  he  went  thro'  all  his  Ex- 
ercifes  with  a  remarkable  Degree 
of  Reputation,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  mr.ft  have  purfued  his 
Poetical  Turn  with  great  Eager- 
nefs,  as  it  appears  that  the  greateft 
Part  of  his  Poems  were  written 
before  he  left  the  Univerfities. 
— He  had  taken  his  Degree  of 
Mafter  of  Arts  before  1643, when 
in  Gonfequence  of  the  turbulent 
Times,  he,  among  many  others, 
was  ejeded  from  the  College  j 
whereon  retiring  to  Oxford,  he 
enter'd  himfelf  of  St.  Johti'^ 
College,  and  that  very  Year, 
undeV  the  Denomination  of  a 
Scholar  of  Oxford,  publi/hed  a  Sa- 
tire called  the  Puritan  and  the  Pa- 
pijl. — It  is  apparent  however,  that 
he  did  not  remain  veiy  long  at 
Oxford,  for  his  Zeal  to  the  Royal 
Caufe  engaging  him  in  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  King,  v.'ho  was  very 
fenfible  of  his  Abilities,  and  by 
whom  he  was  frequently  employ- 
ed, he  attended  his  MajeAy  in 
many  of  his  Joutnies  and  Expe- 
ditions, and  gainM  not  only  that 
Prince's  Efteem,  but  that  of  ma- 
ny other  great  Perfonages,  and 
in  particular  of  Lord  Falkland, 
one  of  the  principal  Secretaries  of 
State. 

During  the  Heat  of  the  Civil 
War  he  was  fettled  in  the  Earl  of 
St.  Albans  Family,  and  when 
the  Queen  Mother  was  obliged  to 
retire  into  France  he  accompanied 
her  thither,  labour'd  ftrenuoufly 
in  the  Affairs  of  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily, undertook  feveral  very  dan- 
gerous Journeys  on  their  Account, 
and  was  the  principal  laftrument 
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in  maintaining  an  epifi-olary  Cor- 
reipondehce  between  the  King 
and  Qu^een. 

In  the  Year  1656  it  was  judg- 
ed p:oper  that  Mr.  Coivley  fhould 
come  over  to  England,  and  under 
Pretence  of  Privacy  and  Retire- 
ment give  Notice  of  the  Situa- 
tion of  Affairs  in  this  Kingdom  to 
thofe  by  v/hom  he  was  enaployed. 
■ — Soon  after  his  Arrival  how- 
ever he  was  feiz'd,  in  the  Search 
after  another  Gentiennan  of  con- 
fidcrable  Note  in  the  King's  Par- 
ty 5  but  altho'  it  was  thro'  I'vdif- 
takc  tliat  he  was  taken,  yet  when 
the  Republicans  found  all  their 
Attempts  of  every  Kind  to  bring 
him  over  to  their  Qiufe  proved 
inefrc£tual,  he  was  committed  to 
a  fevere  Confinemejit,  and  it  was 
even  v.'ith  conHderable  Difficulty 
that  he  obtained  his  Liberty, 
when,  venturing  back  to  France, 
he  remained  tliere  in  his  former 
Situation,  till  near  the  Time  of 
the  King's  Return.. 

Soon  after  the  Refforation  he 
became  poffefs'd  of  a  very  compe- 
tent Eftate,  thro'  the  Favour  of 
his  principal  Friends  the  Duke  of 
B-Jckinghani,  and  the  Earl  of  St. 
xVhanSy  and  being  now  upwards 
of  forty  Years  of  Age,  he  took 
up  a  Refolution  to  pafs  the  Re- 
mainder of  a  Life,  which  had 
been  a  Scene  of  Tempell  and 
Tumult,  in  that  Situation  which 
had  ever  been  the  Objeft  of  his 
V/ilhesj  a  ftudious  Retirement, — 
His  Eagernefs  to  get  out  of  the 
Buftle  of  a  Court  and  City,  made 
him  lefs  careful  than  he  might 
have  been  in  the  Choice  of  a 
healthful  Habitation  in  the  Coun- 
try, by  wliich  Means  he  found 
his  Solitude  from  the  very  Be- 
ginniag,  fait  lefs  with  the  Con- 
ftitution  of  his  Body  than  with 
.  his  Mind.—His  firft  Rural  Refi- 
deiice  was  at  Barn  Ehmy  a  Plate 
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which  lying  low,  and  being 
near  a  large  River  was  fubjeft  to 
variety  of  Breezes,  from  Land' 
and  Water,  and  liable  in  the 
Winter  Time  to  great  In -conve- 
nience from  the  Dampnefs  of  the 
Soil. — Tlie  Confequences  of  this 
Mr.  Cozoky  too  foon  experienced, 
by  being  feized  with  a  dangerous 
and  lingering  Fever. — On  his  Re- 
covery from  this  he  removed  tO' 
Chertfty,  a  Situation  not  much 
more  healthful,,  where  he  had 
not  long  been  before  he  was  feiz- 
ed with  another  confuming  Dif- 
eafe. — Having  languiih'd  under 
this  for  fome  Months,  he  aC 
length  got  the  better  of  it,  and 
feem'd  pretty  v/ell  recover'd  from 
its  bad  Symptoms  j  when  one 
Day,  in  the  Heat  of  Summer  of 
1667,  flaying:  too  long  in  the 
Fields  to  give  fome  Diredlions  to 
his  Labourers,  he  caught  a  moft 
violent  Cold,  which  was  attended 
with  a  Defluxion  and  Stoppage  in 
his  Breafl-,  which  for  Want  of 
timely  care,  by  treating  it  as  a 
common  Cold,  and  refufing  Ad- 
vice till  it  was  paft  Rcraedj',tbok 
him  off  the  Stage  of  Life  on  the 
sSth  of  July  in  that  Year,  being 
the  49th  of  his  Age,  and  on  the 
3d  of  Augiift  following  he  was 
interr'd  in  fVepmnJicr-Ahhcy ,nciir 
the  A/hes  of  Cbauwr  and  his  be- 
loved Sper.crr, 

Mr.  Cou-vley,  as  a  Writer,  had- 
perhjps  as  much  Fire  and  Ima- 
gination as  any  Author  of  the 
S''glijh  Nation  j  his  Wit  is  ge- 
nuine and  natural  j  but  then  hie 
Verfification  is  frequently  irregu- 
lar, rough  and  incorredl,  and  the 
Redundancy  of  his  Fancy  out- 
running the  Power  of  his  Es- 
preffioa  5  this  latter  appears  fome- 
times  puerile,  and  even  flat  and 

infipid. Yet  thefe  Faults  are 

certainly  excufable,  v/hen  wecon-- 
fider  at  how  early  a  Time  of  Life 

[  H  3  ]  almoll 
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almoft  all  his  Pieces  were  written. 
— H:id  he  lived  in  a  lefs  perplexed 
Period  of  our  Hiftory,  or  been 
himfelf  lefs  principally  concerned 
in  the  Tranfa£\:ions  of  the  Period 
he  did  live  in,  we  perhaps  might 
have  met  with  greater  Pleafure 
from  thofe  Writings  which  he 
might  have  produced  at  a  more 
advanced  Age,  when  the  Judg- 
ment, being  arrived  at  greater  Ma- 
turity, could  have  held  a  tighter 
Rein  over  the  rapid  and  unruly 
Courfers  of  Imagination. — It  is 
evident  that  Fancy  was  his  prin- 
cipal Direftrefs,  and  by  a  kind  of 
•Sympathy  with  Writers  of  the 
^me  Difpofition,  he  became  in- 
voluntarily a  Poet, — He  tells  us 
himfelf,  that  his  Admiration  of 
Spencer,  whom  he  had  read  over 
before  he  was  twelve  Years  old,. 
£rft  infpir'd  him  with  an  Incli- 
nation for  Poetry  ;  and  what  Wri- 
ter has  imagination  equal  to  Spen- 
cer ?  And  we  are  alfo  told  that 
his  accidentally  meeting  with  the 
..^Works  0^  Pindar,  the  mo^ft  ex- 
ited Genius  for  the  Flights  of 
Fancy  among  the  Ancients,  led 
him  into  that  Pindarique  Way  of 
Writing, in  whiGh,however  faulty 
he  may  fometimes  be  in  Refpeft 
to  Numbers,  he  has  never  yet 
keen  excelled  in  the  Force  of  his 
Figures,  and  the  Sublimity  of  his 
Stile  and  Sentiments. 

As  a  Man,  in ,  his  public  Ca- 
pacity, he  Vk'as  adive  and  dif- 
cerning,  of  the  llrifleft  Integrity, 
and  moft  unfhaken  Loyalty. — In 
his  private  Life,  he  was  eafy  of 
Accefs,  gentle,  polite  and  modefl', 
generous  in  his  Difpofition,  tem- 
perate in  his  Life,  devout  and 
pious  in  his  Religion,  a  fecial 
Companion  and  a  fincere  Friend. 
' — Or,  to  fum  up  his  Charafter  in 
a  few  Words,  we  need  only  re- 
peat the  Words^  of  his  Mafttg 
King  Charkz  II,    who   on    the 
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"  News  of  his  Death  declar'd  thart 
*'  Mr.  ConvUy  had  not  left  a  bst- 
"  ter  Man  behind  him  \xi  Evg- 
"  land.^'' — It  is  moreover  one  of 
the  peculiar  Advantages  of  exalt- 
ed Virtue,  that  even  bad  Men 
reverence  it,  and  are  pleafed  to 
draw  feme  Honour  to  them.felves 
by  paying  Tribute  to  it:  A  Monu- 
ment thereforewas  erefted  to  the 
Memory  of  Ccnvley,  by  George 
Villers,  Duke  of  Buckingham,    in 

1675. His  dramatic  Works, 

which  however  are  thofe  of  all 
his  Writings  the  leaft  efleem'd, 
are  four  in  Number,  their  Titles 
are  as  follow, 

1.  Cutter  of  CoLEMAii  Street,. 

Com. 

2.  Guardian.     C. 

3.  Low's  Riddle.     Paft.-C. 

4.  Naufragium  Joculare,     C. 

Cox,  Mr.  Robert.— Y\i\%  Au- 
thor, if  he  has  a  Right  to  be 
called  by  that  Title,  was  an  ex- 
cellent Comedian,  who  lived  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I.'— 
But  when  the  Ringleaders  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  the  pretended  Re- 
formers of  the  Nation,  among^ 
other  A£ls  of  puritanical  Zeal 
fupprefs'd  the  Reprefentations  of 
the  Theatre,  this  Performer  was 
compelled  for  a  Livelihood  to 
betake  himfelf  to  the  making 
of  Drolls  or  Farces,  which  were 
in  general  nothing  more  than  fe-- 
le£l  Scenes  of  Humour  from  feme 
of  the  Plays  which  had  been  the 
greateft  Favorites,  put  together 
without  any  Order,  Regularity  or. 
apparent  Defign. — Thefe  Drolls 
he  found  Means  of  getting  li- 
cenced, or  rather  connived  at  by 
the  Legiflature,  and  perform'd,  as 
it  were  by  Stealth,  under  the 
Sandtion  of  Ropedancing,  at  the 
i?f^-.&z//IPlayhoufe,  and  in  Coun- 
try Towns  at  Wakes  and  Fairs.—*. 
A  large  Colledlion  of  them  were' 
publiihed  after  the  Reftoration  b^ 
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Kirhnan\  for  fome  Account  of 
■which,  and  the  Plays  they  were 
fele£ted  from,  fee  the  firft  Volume 
of  this  Work  under  the  Title  of 
Witts,  or  Sport  upon  Sport. — ■ 
There  is  another  Colle£tion  pub- 
lished, as  a  fecond  Part  to  the 
former,  the  Pieces  in  which  are 
fuppofed  by  Kirkman  to  have  been 
originally  written  by  Cox,  and 
which  confifts  of  the  following 
Interludes,  excepting  only  the 
£rfi-,  which  I  believe  is  known 
to  be  his,  viz. 

1,    AcTiEOK    and    Diana. 
Inter] . 

a.    AhASUERUS  ^rJEsTHER. 

3.  Black  Man,     Inter. 

4.  DiPHiLO  ^WGranida. 
Ditto. 

5.  Ar/«£- Solomon's  Wijdom. 

6.  PhILETUS  aW^CoNST  AN- 
TIA. 

7.  Venus  and  Adonis, 
In    thefe   Kind    of  Drolls    he 

tjfed  to  perform  the  principal 
Parts  himfelf,  and  that  fo  well, 
that  he  was  a  great  Favourite, 
not  only  in  the  Country,  but  alfo 
at  London,  and  in  the  Univerfuies 
tbemfelves.  And  Langbair.e  re- 
lates the  following  humourous 
Anecdote  of  him,  (which  proves 
him  to  have  been  a  very  natui  al 
Performer,)  that  once  after  he 
I  had     been    playing    the   Part    of 

Simpleton  the  Smith,  in  his  own 
Diana  and  ABaon.^  a  real  Smith 
of  fome  Eminence  in  thofe  Parts 
who  fav/  him  ail.  came  to  him, 
and  ofter'd  to  take  hitn  as  his 
Journeyman,  and  even  to  allow 
him  Twelve-pence  a  Week  more 
than  the  cuftomary  Wages. 

Craufurp,  David,  Efqj — 
This  Gentleman  was  a  North 
Briton,  of  Dumfoy  in  the  Weftern 
Part  of  Scotland,  and  was  Hifto- 
rlographer  for  that  Kingdom  to 
Qijeen  ^«e,->»— He  wrote  two 
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Plays,  whofe  Titles  were  as  fol- 
low, 

1.  Courtjhip  A/amode.     Com. 

2.  Love  at  frjl  Sight.    Com. 
The   firft   of  thcfe   Pieces   he 

left  to  the  Care  of  Mr,  Pinketh- 
man  the  Comedian  to  publifh,  his 
Affairs  calling  him  into  his  own 
Country  juft  as  it  was  about  to 
be  aded,. 

His  otherWritings  are,  a  Set  of  ' 
Love  Epiftles  in  Verfe,  in  Imita- 
tion of  Ovid,  and  sntitled  Ovidiut 
Britannicus,  being  an  Intrigue  be- 
tween two  Perfons  of  Quality  j 
Three  Novels,  in  one  Volume 
8vo.  and  ^omc  Memoirs  of  the  Af- 
fairs and  Revolutions  of  Scotland. 

Crisp,  Mr. — 1  know  nothing 
farther  of  this  Gentleman  than 
that  he  is  a  living  Writer,  to 
whom  ViEior,  in  his  Hiftory  of 
the  Stage,  has  attributed  a  Tra- 
gedy, which  was  afted  in  175^^ 
at  Drury  L,ane  Theatre,  but  pub- 
lished without  any  Author's  Name^, 
entitled, 

Virginia.     T. 

Crowne,  Mr.  John. — This 
Gemltiman  was  the  Son  of  an  in- 
dependant  Minifter  in  that  Part 
of  America  called  Nova  Scotia,  but 
whether  born  there  or  not  is  not 
apparent. — He  received  his  Edu- 
cation however  in  that  Climate^,, 
the  rigid  Manners  of  which  how- 
ever not  altogether  fulting  with. 
the  Vivacity  of  his  Genius,  hs. 
determined  to  quit  that  Country 
and  feck  his  Fortune  in  England^,- 

At   his    firft  Arrival    here, 

h;s  NeceiTities  comgell'd  him 
to  accept  of  an  Office  ftill  more 
formal  and  difgufttul  than  even, 
hiS  Situation  in  America. — This 
vyas  no  other  than  the  being Gen- 
tleman-Ulher  to  an  old  Indepen- 

dent   Lady   of  Quality. Soon. 

weary  of  this  duagreeable  Drud- 
gery, he  bad  Reeourfc  to  his  Pen; 
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for  Support ;  and  as  neither  the 
Prccilenefs  of  his  Education,  nor 
the  Diflrefs  of  his  Circumflances 
could  fupprefs  the  Fire  of  his 
Genius,  his  Writings,  which 
were  in  the  dramatic  Way,  foon 
render'd  his  Abihlies  known  to 
the  Town  and  -Court. — When, 
as  it  appears ,  fortunately  for 
him,  the  Earl  ci  Rochejier,  whofe 
Enmity  to  Drydcn  made  him 
readily  fnatch  at  any  Opportunity 
of  mortifying  him,  prevail'd  on 
the  Queen  to  lay  her  Commands 
on  Crcivne,  in  Preference  to  that 
Poet,  for  the  writing  of  a  Mafque, 
to  be  performed  at  Court,  which 
he  executed  under  the  Thie  of 
Cahjio. 

That  it  was  not  from  any  pe- 
culiar P.egard  to  cur  Author  him- 
felf  that  Lord  Rochjier  urged  this 
Nomination  is  very  evident,  for 
at  no  greater  Difiance  than  two 
Years  afterwards,  the  great  Suc- 
cefs  of  Mr.  Croiunis  two  Trage- 
dies oithzDeftriiBion  ofjerujakmy 
excited  the  Envy  of  that  Noble- 
man fo  far,  as  to  make  him  as 
fevere  an  Enemy  as  he  had  ap- 
peared to  be  a  warm  Friend  to 
him  J  nay  he  even  endeavour'd 
to  do  him  Prejudice  at  Court, 
by  informing  the  King  of  his 
Delcent  and  Education,  which 
however  his  Majefty  was  fo  far 
from  paying  any  Regard  to,  that 
he  even  treated  the  Informer  with 
that  Contempt  fo  mean  an  Infi- 

nuation  juftly  merited, Mr. 

Croivm  was  now  highly  in  Favour 
at  Court,  and  particularly  with 
the  King,  as  indeed  any  one  might 
be  who  contributed  to  his  Plea- 
fures,  and  it  is  well  knov/n  that 
Charles  II.  was  ever  peculiarly 
fond  of  theatrical  Am.ufements. 
. — The  Favours  he  received  from 
this  Monarch,  added  to  the  natu- 
ral Gaiety  of  his  Temper,  in- 
duced him  to  j[oin  with  the  Tory 
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Party  ;  In  Confequence  of  which 
he  wrote  a  Comedy  called  ths 
City  Politics,  in  which  the  JVlAgi 

were    feverely  fatirized When 

v/ritten  he  found  much  Difficulty 
in  getting  it  reprefented,  the  op- 
pofite  Party,  and  particularly  Loid 
Arlington^  the  Lord  Chamberlain, 
who  was  fecretly  in  the  Whig  In- 
tereft,  endeavouring  all  they  could 
to  get  it  fupprefs'd.  —  At  laft, 
however,  by  the  immediate  Com- 
mand of  the  King  himfelf  it 
was  brought  pn  the  Stage,  but 
tho'  even  the  contrary  Party  ac- 
knowledged it  to  be  a  good  Play, 
it  created  Mr.  Crowne  a  great 
many  Enemies,  which  Circum- 
ftance,  added  to  the  Precarioufnefs 
of  theatrical  Emoluments  induced 
him  to  apply  to  the  King  for 
fome  Port  that  might  fecure  him. 
from  Diftrefs,  for  the  Remainder 
of  his  Life. — This  his  Majefty 
readily  promifed  him,  but  infifted 
on  our  Author's  writing  one  Co- 
medy more  before  he  took  Leave 
of  the  Mufes,  and  to  obviate  all 
Objeftions  which  he  made  of  be- 
ing at  a  Lofs  for  a  Plot,  &c.  put 
into  his  Hands,  by  Way  of  a 
Ground  Work,  a.  Spanijh  Play 
called  Non  fuede  e/Jer.—Qn  this 
Mr.  Croivdc  immediately  fet  to 
work,  and  altho',  when  he  had 
proceeded  fome  Length  in  it,  he 
found  that  it  had  been  before 
tranllated,.  -under  the  Title  of 
Tarugo's  Wiles,  by  Sir  I'homas 
St.  Serfe,  and  had  even  been 
damn'd  in  the  Reprefentation,  yet 
he  proceeded  in  his  Plan,  and 
produc'd  his  very  excellent  Co- 
medy of  Sir  Courtly  Nice. — And 
now  he  feem'd  to  be  at  the  very 
Summit  of  his  Hopes  being  gra- 
tified in  the  Performance  of  the 
King's  Promife,  v/hen  lo  !  in  an 
Inftant  an  unfortunate  Accident 
intervened  to  dafh  them  all  at 
once,  and  tumble  down  the  Fa- 
bric 
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fcric  which  he  had  been  rearing  ! 
— This  was  no  lefs  than  the  fud- 
den  Death  of  the  King,  who 
was  feized  with  an  Apoplectic 
Fit,  on  the  Day  of  Its  iaft  Re- 
hearfal,  and  tho'  he  did  indeed 
levive  from  it,  died  in  three  Days 
afterwards,  leaving  our  unfortu- 
nate Bard  plung'd  in  the  Depth 
of  Diftrefs  and  Difappointment. 

What  were  the  particular  Oc- 
currences of  Mr.  Croivne^  Life 
after  this  great  Lofs,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  trace  ^  but  it  is  mofl. 
probable  that  writing  for  the 
Stage  became  his  fole  Support,  as 
we  find  befides  the  Play  on  which 
his  Expeftations  were  thus  fix'd, 
and  wnlch  was  play'd  at  that 
Time  with  great  Succefs,  (as  in- 
deed it  has  ever  fince  been  on 
every  Revival  of  it)  that  he  wrote 
five  others,  the  Iaft  of  which 
made  its  firft  Appearance  in  j  698. 
How  long  he  lived,  afterwards  is 
.uncertain,  for  altho'  Coxeter,  in 
his  Notes,  informs  us  that  he 
was  living  in  1703,  no  Writer 
has  pretended  to  affign  the  abfo- 
lute  Date  of  his  Death. — It  is 
probable  however,  that  he  did 
not  long  furvive  that  Period,  and 
we  are  told  by  Jacob  that  he 
was  buried  in  St.  Gi/es's  in  the 
-Fields. 

As  a  Pvfan  he  feems  to  have 
.pofl'efs'd  many  amiable  and  fo- 
cial  Virtues,  mingled  with  great 
Vivacity  and  Eafinefs  of  Difpofi- 
tion. — As  a  Writer  his  numerous 
Works  bear  fufficient  Teftimony 
of  his  Merit.— His  chief  Excel- 
lence lay  in  Comedy,  yet  his  Tra- 
gedies are  far  from  contemptible. 
-^His  Plots  are  for  the  moft  Part 
his  pwn  Invention,  his  Cha- 
rafters  are  in  general  ftrongly  co- 
lour'd  and  highly  finillied,  and 
his  Dialogue  lively  and  fpirited, 
attentively  diverfified,  and  well 
adapted  to  the  feveral  Speakers. 
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So  that  on  the  whole  he  may 
aiTuredly  be  allowed  to  ftund  at- 
leaft  in  the  third  Rank  of  our 
dramatic  Writers. 

The  Pieces  he  has  left  behind 
him  are  feventeen  in  Number, 
and  their  Nanr^es  are  as  follow. 

1.  Ambitious  Statefman.     T. 

2.  Andromache.     T. 

3.  Caligula.     T, 

4.  Calisto.     Mafque. 

5.  Charles    the   Eighth    of 

France.     Trag. 

6.  City  Politicks,      C. 

7.  Country  Wit.      C. 

8.  Daf.ius,  K.ofPerJta.  T. 

9.  Defiruciion  ofjerujakm,  T, 

in  two  Parts. 

10.  Englijb  Fryars.     C. 

11.  Henry  VII,  Tr.  two 
Parts, 

12.  Julia:na,  PrincefsofVO' 

LAND.       T.  C. 

13.  Married  Beau.     C. 
J4..Regulus.     T. 

15.  Sir  Courtly  Nice.    C» 

16.  Thyestes,     T, 

17.  Titus  Andronicus. 
Trag. 

Cumberland,  i?;VZW,Erq; 
— Of  this  Gentleman  I  know 
nothing  further  than  that  he  is 
ftill  living,  and  enjoys  fome  Poft 

under    the    Government.-^ He 

wrote  the  Prologue  and  Epilogue 
to  Mr.  Bentky\  Comedy  of  the 
JViJhes,  and  has  publifhcd  in  a 
very  pompous  Manner  in  Quarto, 
a  Tragedy  of  his  own  writing, 
but  which  was  never  adted,  en- 
titled. 

The  Banrjhment  of  CiCESo. 
Trag.  Fid.  Vol.  I.  Ap- 
pendix. 

CuTTS,  John. — Of  this  Gen- 
tleman I  know  nothing  further 
than  that  his  Name  ftands  as  an 
Author  in  the  Title  Page  of  one 
dramatic  Piece,  entitled, 

Ribellion  defeated.     Trag, 

P.  D. 
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DD.  Gent. — Thefe  Initials  I 
«  find  no  where  but  in  the 
BritiJ/}  Theatre,  the  Author  of 
which,  has  attributed  them  to  a 
TTanllator  of  GiianKpsPaftor  Fido 
feme  time  in  the  fcventeenthCen- 
tury,  tho'  without  any  particular 
Date,  the  Tranflation  has  afiign'd 
to  it  the  Etigllp  Title  of, 

The  Faithful  Shepherd.  Paft. 
Com. 

D.  I.— Thefe  Initials  ftand 
equally  in  the  Title  Pages  of  two 
feveral  dramatic  Pieces  j  but  as 
they  are  of  very  different  Kinds, 
and  thirteen  Years  Diftance  in 
their  Dates,  it  is  fcarcely  pro- 
bable thev  ihould  be  both  the 
Work  of  the  fame  Author.  Their 
Titles  are, 

1.  HeWs  High  Court  ofjiijiice. 

2.  The  Mali.  C. 
hangbaine  tells  us  that  the  laft 
was  afcribed  by  Dr.  Hyde,  the 
Proto-bibliotbecariusy  or  upper  Li- 
brarian of  one  of  the  Univerfi- 
ties,  to  Mr.  Drydeii,  but  as  it  is 
probable  the  Doftor  might  have 
no  ftronger  Foundation  for  his 
Conjefture  than  the  mere  Corre- 
fpondence  of  the  Letters  I.  D. 
with  the  Words  Johfj  Dryden  ;  I 
am  apt  to  join  in  Opinion  with 
hangbaine,  that  the  Diffimilarity 
of  Stile,  efpecially  in  the  Epiftle 
Dedicatory,  in  which  Mr.  Dry- 
din^  Manner  was  in  general 
very  chara£leriftic,  is  an  Argu- 
ment fufliciently  ftrong  againft  the 
too  peremptorily  giving  the  Ho- 
nour or  afchbing  the  Diigrace  of 
being  the  Author  of  it  to  that 
very  celebrated  Writer. 

D.  R.  Gent.— Thefe  two  Let- 
ters are  prefixed  to  a  Play  written 
in  King  Charles  Ift's  Tiaic,  en- 
titled, 


A  New  Trick  to  cheat  the  De* 
-vil.     C. 

D.  T. — Under  thefe  Letters 
there  is  a  Play  in  Print,  caU'd,  !: 

The  Bloody  Banquet.  T.  j 
In  fome  of  the  old  Catalogue! 
however,  the  fame  Play  is  attri; 
buted  to  cne  Thomas  Bajkcr^         ' 

Dalton,  The  Rev.  Dr, — ■*. 
This   ingenious  Gentleman  is,  | 

believe,   ftili  living. He  w^ 

formerly   Tutor  or   Governor  "^* 
the  only  Sen  oi  Algirnoon  SeymOi 
late  Duke  oi Somerftt,  a  very  hopi 
ful  and   promifing  young  Gentl^i' 
man,  v»'hofe  Death  in  the  Bloott 
of  Youth  and  Expeftation  ftand 
on   Record   in    a    very    affe6lii| 
Manner,  in  two  Letters  on   thi 
Occafion,  written  by  his  afflia| 
Mother  the  Countefs  of  tJertfoA 
afterwards   Duchefs    of  SomcrJe\ 
and  which   have  fince  her  Deatl 
been  publifhed  in  fome  of  the  pe 
riodical  Papers. — But  to  retu 
Dr.  Dalton  ;  his  Claim  to  a  Me: 
tion  in  this  Work  is  his  having 
ter'd  and  rendered  more  fit  for  drsi 
matic  Execution,  Mf7/on's  admiral 
bleMafqueatLKi/oTOCaftle,whi(| 
this  Gentleman  has  confiderablj 
extended  and  rendered  dramatic:^ 
not  only  by   the  Infertion  of 
veral    Songs    and    different    Pi 
fages  felected  from  other  of 
ions    Works,     but    alfo    by 
Addition   cf    feveral    Songs 
Improvements  of  his  own,  fo 
n.l  ably  adapted  to  the  Manner 
the  original  Author  of  the  Mafqii| 
as  by  no  Means  to  difgrace  tfil 
more  genuine  Parts    but  on  thi 
contrary   muft    greatly  exalt  6u, 
Ideas  cf  I>i-.  Dalton's  poetical  'A' 
tilities.  — It   has  moreover  ^a) 
the  Advantage  of  being  moft'eX' 
cellently  fet  to  Mufic  by  Dx.Arfii 
and   ftands  now  on   the    regulai; 
Lift   of  our  dramatic   Entertai* 
ments,  under  the  Title  of 

Com  us.     Mafque, 

»  I  can 
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I  cannot  omit  mentioning,  to 
:  this  Gentleman's  great  Honour, 
that,  during  the  Run  of  this  Piece, 
he  induftrioufly  fought  out  a 
Daughter  of  Milton,  whom  he 
heard  was  not  only  in  very  low 
Circumftances,  but  of  fo  advanced 
an  Age  as  to  be  incapable  of 
providing  for  herfelf,  and  pro- 
cured her  a  Benefit  from  this  Play, 
the  Profits  of  which  to  her  it  is 
faid  amounted  to  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  Pounds. 

Dancer,  Mr.  Johu — This 
Author,  who  lived  in  the  Reign  of 
Charles  II.  is  faid  to  have  been 
born  in  Ireland,  but  whether  he 
was  fo  or  not,  it  is  certain  that 
he  lived  a  great  Part  of  his  Time 

in  that  Kingdom. -About  the 

Year  1670  he  came  over  into 
England,  and  being  perfect  Mafter 
of  the  French  and  Italian  Lan- 
guages, he  tranflated  three  dra- 
matick  Pieces  from  the  Originals 
of  three  eminent  Poets,  viz.  Ta/- 
jo,  Cerneille,  and  Siuinault. — The 
Pieces  are  as  follow, 

I.  Agrippa,  King  of  Alba, 
Trag.- 

a.  Amynta.     Pafl-. 

4.    NiCOMEDE,      T.  C, 

Langbaine  has  given  us  this  Au- 
thor's Name  Dancer,  alias, 
Dauncy,  but  whence  the  Doubt 
concerning  his  Name  arifes  I 
know  not,  unlefs  from  the  Irre- 
gularity of  Spelling  which  was 
given  way  to  at  the  Time  this 
Gentleman  wrote. 

Daniel,  Mr.  Samuel— ^This 
Gentieman,  who  ftands  in  high 
Eftisnation  among  the  Writers  of 
the  Age  he  liv'd  in,  both  as  a 
Poet  and  an  Hiftorian,  flourifhed 
in  tjhe  Reigns  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth and  King  James  I. — He  was 
the  Son  of  a  Mufic  Mafter,  and 
born  ne^-r  Taunton  in  Somerjetjhire, 
in  th^  Year  J56Z,— At  17  Years 
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of  Age  he  was  admitted  a- Com- 
moner of  Magdalen  Hall  Oxford,  . 
at  which  Place  he  continued   for 
about  the  Space  of  tliree  Years, 
during  which  Time,  by   the  Af- 
fiftance  of  an  excellent  Tutor  and 
the  Dint   of   great  Afliduity   and 
Application  on  his  own  Side,  he 
made  a  very  confiderable  Progrefs 
in    all   Cranciies    of  Academical 
Learning. — Thofe  which  were  of 
a   graver  Turn    however  not   io 
well  fuiting  his  Genius,    he  ap- 
plied himfelf  principally  to  Hif- 
tory  and  Poetry,  v/hich  continued 
to  be    his  Favourites  during  the 
Remainder  of  his  Life. — At  the 
Expiration  of  the  abovemention- 
ed  Term  he  quitted   the  Univer- 
fity,     and    came    up    to    London, 
where    his   own  Merit,     and  the 
Intereft    of   his    Brother-in-law, 
'^ohn  Florio,    the   celebrated  Au- 
thor of  an  Italian  Dlftionary,  re- 
commended him  to  the  Favour  of 
Qu^een   Anne,     King  James   Ift's 
Confort,  who  was  pleafed  to  con- 
fer on   hirn  the  Honour  of  be- 
ing firft  Gentleman  extraordinary 
and  afterwards  one  of  her  Grooms 
of  the  Privy  Chamber  5    which 
being  a  Pofi  of  very  little  Em- 
ployment, the  Income  of  it  en- 
abled him  to  rent  a  Houfe  at  a 
little  Diftance  from  Lavdony-wKich. 
had  a  very  fine  Garden  belonging 
to  it,  amongft  the  folitary  Amufe- 
ments   of  which    he    is    faid   to 
have  compofed  the   mofi:  of  his 
Plays.  Towards  the  latter  Part  of 
his  Life  he  quitted  London   en- 
tirely, and  rt  tired,    according  to 
Dr.  Fuller,    to  a  Farm  near  the 
Devifes    in   IViltjhire,     but   Wood 
fixes  the  Place  of  his  Retreat  at 
Beckir.gton  near  Philips  Norton   in 
Somerjetjhire,      where     he     com- 
menc'd  Farmer,  and  after  fome 
Years  fpent  in  a  healthful  Exer- 
cifc  of  that  Employment,  in  the 
Service 
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Service  of  the  Mufes  and  In  reli- 
gious Contemplation  he  died  in 
the  Year  1619. 

Such  is  the  Sum  of  the  Ac- 
counts given  by  difterent  Authors 
of  this  Writer's  Life. — Yet  there 
is  an  evident  Confufion  in  it 
which  I  cannot  fay  I  wdl  know- 
how  to  clear  up  with  refpedl  to 
his  Age  at  the  Time  of  his 
Death,  all  the  Authors  feeming  to 
be  agreed  in  the  Year  when  he 
died  J  nay,  Wood  has  even  given  us 
a  Copy  of  his  Monumental  Infcrip- 
tion,  which  affixes  a  Date  to  his 
Death :  and  yet  Langhaine,  Gildon, 
and  Jacob,  have  all  pofitivdy  de- 
clared '"hat  he  lived  till  near  eighty 
Years  of  Age. — Nor  can  I  account 
for  this  any  otherwife,  than  by 
fuppofing  that  the  two  laft  have, 
without  any  Examination  or  even 
Refle£lion,  copied  the  grofs  Er- 
rors of  the  firft,  who  has,  in 
Concurrence  with  the  A^ccount 
given  of  him  by  Wood,  abfolntcly 
fixed  his  Birth  in  1562,  and  his 
Deaith  in  1 6 19,  at  which  Time 
he  could  have  been  only  Fifty- 
leven,  and  yet  immediately  af  er 
afierted  that  he  lived  to  four- 
fcore  Years  of  Age. — And  even 
after  all  there  is  fome  Difficulty 
remaining ,  as  we  find  a  cor- 
rected Edition  of  his  Cleopa- 
tra greatly  altered,  and  alfo  one 
of  the  Vifwn  of  the  tivehe  God- 
dejfes,  W'hich  is  faid  to  be  pub- 
lifiied  by  the  Author  from  his 
own  Copy,  in  Juftification  of 
himfelf,  from  a  fpurious  Edition 
before  printed  without  his  Know- 
ledge :  both  of  which  are  dated 
in  1623. — But  as  the  general 
Edition  of  his  Works  in  1623 
were  publifhed  by  his  'Brother 
Mr.  john  Daniel,  it  is  pofliDle 
thefe  Alteratiom  may  have  been 
from  MS.  Copies  which  he  had 
himfelf  prepared  for  the  Prefs  be- 
fore his  Death,  fmce  it  is  fcarce'y 
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poffible  that  Wood,  who  had  feen 
his  Monument,  could  have  mif- 
taken  the  Date  infcribed  upon  it. 
— The  abovenamed  Monument 
was  erefled  to  his  Memory  by 
the  Lady  Ar.ne  Clifford,  after- 
wards Countefs  of  Pembroke,  to 
whom  he  had  formerly  been  Tu- 
tor, and  who  was  a  very  great 
Lover  and  Encourager  of  Learn- 
ing and  learned  Men. 

His  dramatic  Pieces,  which 
however  are  not  equal  to  fome 
other  of  his  Poetical  Works, 
and  ftill  lefs  fo  to  his  Hiflories, 
which  are  yet  held  in  very  high 
Eftimation,  are  the  following 
Five,  vix. 

T.  Cleopatra,     T. 

a.  HruEti^ sTritmph^    Pafl:,^ 
Trag-Com. 

3.  Philotas.     T. 

^.  ^lueens  Arcadia,    Paft. 

5.  Fi^on  of  the  twelve  God- 
dejfes. 
He  was  alfo  Poet  Laureat  to 
King  Ja^nes  I.  in  which  Honour 
he  was  fucceeded  by  the  cele- 
brated Ben  Jonfon,  but  in  what 
Year  he  himfelf  was  firir  pro- 
moted to  the  Laureat,  I  do  not 
find  any  Account  recorded. 

Darcy,  James,  Efqj  —  This 
Gentleman  was.  a  Native  of  the 
County  of  Gahuay  in  Ireland^ 
whether  yet  Jiving  or  not  I  can- 
not pretend  to  affert. — But  he 
has  obliged  the  Public  with  two 
dramatic  Pieces,  both  of  them 
performed  at  the  Theatre  Royal 
in  Dublin.— Thtix  refpeaive  Ti- 
tles are, 

I.  Love  and  Ambition.     T. 

z.  Orphan  ^Venice.     T. 

Dauborn,    alias    Daeorn, 

The  Rev.   Mr.  Robert. Tho* 

the  fame  Difference  appears  in 
the  Spelling  of  this  Author's 
Name  as  in  Mr.  Dancers,  before- 
mentioned,  the  laft  is  certainly 
right. — He  lived  in  the  Reign  of 
King 
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King  Jame%  1.  and  had  a  liberal 
Education,  being  Maftcr  of  Arts, 
but  in  what  Univerfity  he  took 
his  Degree  appears  uncertain. — 
He  was  alfo  in  holy  Orders,  and 
it  is  probable  had  a  Living  in 
Ireland. — At  leaft  it  is  apparent 
iie  was  in  that  Kingdom,  from 
a  Sermon  publiflied  by  him  on 
Zech.  ii.  7.  in  the  Year  16 18. 
which  is  faid  in  the  Title-Page 
to  have  been  preached  at  Wa- 
terford  — He  wrote  the  two  fol- 
lowing Plays, 

1.  Chrijiian  turn'' d  Turk.      T. 

2.  Poor  Mans  Comfort.    T.  C. 
'D^Avj.tiA-tiT,  Charles,  LL.Y). 

— This  Gentleman  v/as  eldeftSon 
of  Sir  JViUlam  D''Avenant,  the 
Poet  Laureat,  whom  we  are  juft 
about  to  mention. — He  was  edu- 
cated at  ^^//o/ CoUedge,  Oxford, 
where  he  was  enter'd  a  Gentle- 
man-Commoner, but  leaving  it 
without  taking  a  Degree  there, 
had  afterwards  the  Degree  of 
Doftor  of  Civil  Law  conferred  on 
him  elfewhere. — At  his  Father's 
Death,  which  happen'd  in  1668, 
he  fucceeded  to  the  Management 
of  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Drury 
Lane,  in  w^hich  however  he  did 
not  long  continue. — In  1685,  he 
was  elected  Burgefs  of  St.  hjes  in 
Cornivall,  and  was  at  the  Time  of 
his  Death  InfpeBor  General  of  the 
Exports  and  Imports  of  the  Cufoms. 
— He  wrote  one  dramatic  Piece, 
entitled, 

Circe.  Dram. -Op. 
.  Coxeter,  in  his  Notes,  has  afTert- 
ed  that  he  was  enter'd  Gentleman 
Comraonerat5i2//o/Coll.  in  1 671, 
that  befides  the  above-mentioned 
Place,  he  was  a  Commiffioner  of 
the  Excife  from  1679  *^  16SS, 
and  that  he  died  No'u.  6,  1714. 
— — Yet  thefe  Particulars  are 
not  only  contr^di<a:ory  to  fome 
tnov/n  Fa£ls,  but  even  diifonant 
to  each  other,— For  befides  that 
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the  Death  of  his  Father,  the  Pe- 
riod of  which  is  perfeftly  well 
known,  and  at  which  Time  he 
became  Manager  of  the  Theatre, 
(a  Poft  which  requires  the  moft 
ripened  Judgment)  was  in  1668, 
three  Years  before  the  Time  af^ 
figned  for  his  going  firft  to  the 
Univerfity,  it  is  moreover  cr- 
tremely  improbable,  that  a  Poft 
of  fo  much  Confequence  and  Dig- 
nity as  that  of  Comniiflioner  of 
the  Excife  fhouid  be  bellowed  on 
a  Youth  who,  by  that  Account, 
could  be  but  juft  returned  from 

Colledge. It    is    moft    likely 

therefore,  the  Date  there  men- 
tioned might  be  that  of  his  re- 
ceiving the  Dignity  of  Doftor  of 
Laws. — Whether  or  not  he  was 
Commiflioner  of  Excife  I  know 
not,  fince  it  is  not  improbable 
that  Charles  II.  might  beftow  that 
Place  on  the  Son  of  one  who 
had  been  fo  faithful  a  Servant 
to  his  Family  as  Sir  fVilliam;  nor 
more  unlikely  that  at  the  Revo- 
lution it  might  be  taken  from 
him  for  the  very  fame  Reafon  ; 
if  fo,  it  is  not  unreafonabie  to 
imagine  if  Coxeter  &  Date  of  Dr. 
Da've7:ara's  Death  is  right  (tho' 
Whhcop,  and  after  him  Chetivoody 
in  his  Britifh  'Theatre,  have  placed 
it  about  1700)  that,  on  Queen 
Anne\  AccelTion  to  the  Throne, 
the  Poft  he  enjoyed  in  the  Cuf- 
toms  might  have  been  beftowcd 
On  him  by  Way  of  Recompence 
for  the  Lofs  of  the  other. 

D  A  V  E  N  A  N  T,  Sir  William^ 
Kot.^ — To  this  Gentleman,  whofe 
variegated  Life  I  am  now  about 
to  relate  the  Circumftances,  of, 
the  Engiifh  Stage  perhaps  ftands 
more  deeply  indebted  than  to 
any  other  Writer  of  this  Nation, 
with  Refpea  to  the  Refinement 
of  Poetry,  and  his  zealous  Ap- 
plication to  the  promoting  and 
contributing    towards    thofe     ra- 

L  -^  J  tienai 
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tional  Pleafures,  which  are  fitteft 
for  the  Entertainment  of  a  civilized 
People. — And  the  greater  fhould 
his  Merit  be  efteemcd  in  tliis 
Particular,  fince  not  only  the  im- 
portant Affairs  of  the  State, 
whofe  Neceffities  demanded  his 
Afiiftance,  and  of  which  he  was 
no  un^dlive  Member  at  a  Period 
of  great  Confufion  and  Perplexity, 
but  even  Confinement,  and  the 
Profpe€l  of  Death  itfelf,  were  in- 
fufficient  to  abate  his  Ardor  or 
kflen  his  Diligence  in  the  Caufe 
of  his  darling  Miftrefles  the 
Mufes  :  For  it  is  recorded  of 
iiim,  that  when  he  was  Prifoner 
in  Cczves  Caftle,  and  on  a  pretty 
near  Certainty  (according  to  his 
own  Exprefiion)  of  being  hanged 
within  a  Week,  he  ftil]  purfued 
the  Compofition  of  his  celebrated 
Poem  of  Gcndibert,  and  even  was 
Mafter  enough  of  his  Temper  and 
Abilities  to  write  a  Letter  to  his 
Friend  Hobbes,  giving  fome  Ac- 
count of  the  Progrefs  he  had  made 
in  it,  and  offering  fome  Criti- 
cifms  on  the  Nature  of  that  Kind 
of  Poetry. — But  ,to  proceed  more 
legularly  in  his  Hifiory. 

Our  Author  was  a  younger  Son 
of  Mr.  'JohnD''  A'uenant,  who  was 
3  Citizen  of  Oxford,  being  a  very 
fubftantial  Vintner,  and  keeping 
a  large  Tavern,  afterwards  known 
by  the  Name  of  the  Croivn  in 
that  City  ;  where  be  moreover, 
in  1621,  attained  to  the  Honour 
of  being  elected  Mayor. — This 
Son  was  born  at  Oxford,  in  Feb. 
1605,  and  very  early  in  Life  gave 
Tokens  of  a  lively  and  promifing 
Genius. — He  received  the  Rudi- 
ments of  Grammatical  Learning 
from  Mr.  Edtvard  Sylvejier,  who 
kept  a  School  in  the  Parifli  of 
jill- Saints,  Oxford,  and  in  the 
Year  1621,  being  that  of  his  Fa- 
ther's Mayoralty,  he  was  enter'd 
■A.  Member  of  Lincoln  College  in 
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that  Univerfity,  in  order  to  com^ 
pleat  his  academical  Studies  un- 
der  Mr.  Daniel  Hough.- Here 

however  he  took  no  Degree,  nor, 
according  to  WoDd's  Opinion^' 
made  any  long  Rcfidence,  that 
Writer  abfolutely  informing  us,  at 
the  fame  Time,  that  he  ac- 
knowledges the  Strength  of  his 
GeniuP,  and  even  diftinguiihes 
him  by  the  Title  of  the  Siveet 
Sivan  of  IJis,  that  he  was  never- 
thelefs  confiderably  deficient  in 
Univei fity  Learning. 

On  his  quitting  the  Univerfity, 
he  became  one  in  the  Retinue  of 
the  magnificently  difpofed  Frances 
Dutchefs  of  Richmond,  out  of 
whofe  Family  he  removed  into 
that  of  the  celebrated  Sir  Fulke 
Grcuille,  Lord  Brook,  whofe  Hif- 
tory  I  have  already  recorded  in 
it's  proper  Place. — But  after  the 
unhappy  Death  of  that  Nobleman 
in  1628,  being  now  left  without 
a  Patron,  altho'  not  in  diftrefs'd 
Circumftances,  it  is  probable  that 
Views  of  Profit  as  well  as  Amufe- 
nient  might  induce  him  to  an 
Exertion  of  his  Genius,  as  he  in 
the  enfuing  Year  produced  his 
firft  Play,  called  Albo'vine,  King 
of  the  Lombards,  which  met  with 
great  Succefs. 

For  the  eight  fucceeding  Years 
he  paft  his  Time  in  the  Service 
of  the  Mufes,  and  a  conftant  At- 
tendance at  Court,  where  he  was 
very  much  careffed  by  all  the 
great  Wits  there,  among  whom 
we  find  him  in  the  clofeft  Inti- 
macy with  the  Earl  of  Dorfet^ 
Lord  Treafurer  Wefton,  and  the 
accomplifhed  Endymion  Porter, 
Efq; — In  Confequence  of  thisex- 
tenfive  perfonal  Intereft,  and  the 
peculiar  Patronage  of  the  Queen, 
he  was  in  the  Year  1637  pro- 
moted to  the  Laurel,  which  was 
vacant  by  the  Death  of  Ben  Jon- 
foity  and  for  which  Ibomai  May 
flood 
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ftood  as  his  Competitor.— In  the 
Life  of  that  Poet  the  Reader  will 
find  related  the  Refentment  he 
fhewed  on  the  Lefs  of  this  Elec- 
tion j  and  it  will  equa'ly  appear 
in  the  Courfe  of  this  Gentle- 
rnan's  Hiftory,  with  what  ardent 
Gratitude  and  unfliaken  Zeal  for 
the  Caufe  of  the  Royal  Family 
he  repaid  this  Mark  of  their  El- 
teem  for  him. — For  as  foon  as 
ever  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  he 
demonftrated  his  Loyalty  to  the 
King,  not  only  in  Word  but  Ac- 
tions. 

In  May  1641,  he  was  accufed 
by  the  Parliament,  of  being  con- 
cerned in  a  Defign  for  feducing 
the  Army  from  their  Adherence 
to  the  Parliamentary  Authority ; 
and  a  Proclamation  being  iffued 
for  the  apprehending  him  and  o- 
thers  engaged  in,  that  Defign,  he 
v/as  flopped  at  Fe'verjham,  fent 
up  to  Londofi,  nnd  put  under  the 
Cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms. 
—From  hence,  in  the  Month  of 
July  following,  he  was  bailed, 
and  foon  after  found  it  necellary 
for  him  to  withdraw  to  France. — 
In  this  Attempt  to  fly,  however, 
he  was  not  much  more  fuccefsful 
than  in  the  former,  reaching  no 
farther  than  Canterbury  before  he 
was  again  feized  by  the  Mayor  of 
that  City,  and  obliged  to  under- 
go a  very  ftridl  Examination. — 
Whether  he  was  put  into  Con- 
finement on  this  Occafion,  or 
fuft'ered  to  proceed  on  his  Jour- 
ney, is  a  Point  that  his  Biogra- 
phers have  not  render'd  extremely 
clear,  but  it  is  pretty  evident  that 
the  Delay  arlfing  from  it  was  not 
a  very  long  one  ;  a^  we  find  that 
he  did  at  length  join  the  Queen 
in  France,  where  he  ftaid  for 
fome  Time,  till,  accompanying 
fome  military  Stores  which  that 
Princefs  fent  over  for  the  Ufe  of 
the  Earl   of  Neivcajlk,    he  was 
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entertained  by  his  LordiJiip,  who 
had  been  his  old  Friend  and  Pa- 
tron, In  the  Station  of  Lieute- 
nant-General of  the  Ordnance. 

In  his  military  Capacity  he  ap- 
pears to  have  behaved  well,  for^ 
at  the  Siege  of  GlouccJIer  in  Sept, 
1643,  he  received  the  Honour  of 
Knighthood  from  the  King,  as 
an  Acknowledgment  of  his  Bra- 
very and  fignal  Services. — But  on 
the  Declining  of  the  King's  Af- 
fairs, fo  far  as  to  be  beyond  Re- 
trie  val.  Sir  William  once  more 
retired  to  France  ,  where  he 
changed  his  Religion  for  that  of 
the  Church  of  Romcy  and  remain- 
ed for  a  confiderable  Time  with 
the  Queen  and  Prince  of  Wahs, 
— By  them  he  was  held  in  high 
Efteem,  and  appears  to  have  been 
entrufted  v/ith  fome  important 
Negociations  in  1646,  and  par- 
ticularly eir.ployed  by  the  Queen 
in  an  Attempt,  the'  an  unfuc- 
cefsful  one,  to  prevail  on  King 
Charles  I.  to  comply  with  fome 
temporizing  Steps  which  /he  con- 
fidered  as  neceffary  to  his  Inter- 
efts. 

In  1650,  an  ingenious  Projeft 
having  been  formed  for  fending  a 
feleft  Number  of  Artificers  (par- 
ticularly Weavers)  from  Franct 
to  Virginia,  for  the  Improvement 
of  that  Colony,  our  Author,  en- 
couraged to  it  by  the  Qu^een-Mo- 
ther,  undertook  the  Condudl  of 
this  Expedition,  and  abfolutely 
embarked  in  the  Profecution  of 
it  from  one  of  the  Ports  of  Nor- 
mandy.— But  Fortune  not  being 
inclined  to  favouj:  him,  the  Vef- 
fel  had  fcarcely  got  clear  of  the 
French  Coaft,  before  fhe  fell  in 
with,,  and  was  taken  by,  a  Ship 
of  War  belonging  to  the  Parlia- 
ment, who  carried  her  into  the 
Ifle  of  Wijiht. 

Sir  William  U' Avenant  on  this 

Occafion  was  confined  for  fome 

[  I  2  ]  Time 
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time  clofe  Prifoner  to  Cmces  Caf- 
tle,  and  in  the  enfuing  Year  was 
fcnt  up  to  the  Toiver  of  Londov, 
in  Order  to  take  his  Trial  before 
the  High  Court  of  Juftice. 

During  his  Confinement,  his 
Life  was  for  a  long  Time  kept  in 
the  utmoft  Snfpenceand  Danger  ; 
yet  what  is  very  remarkable,  it 
had  fo  little  Effe£l:  on  his  natural 
Vivacity  and  Eafinefs  of  Difpo- 
iition,  that  he  ftill  with  great 
Affiduity  purfued  his  Poem  of 
Gondibert,  two  Books  of  which 
he  had  written  while  in  France, 
—By  what  Means  he  efcaped  this 
impending  Storm  is  not  ablolute- 
Jy  apparent. — Some  have  attri- 
buted it  to  the  Interpofition  of 
two  Aldermen  of  York,  to  whom 
he  had  fliewn  fome  peculiar  Ci- 
vilities when  they  had  been  taken 
Prifoners  in  the  North  by  the 
Earl  of  Nervcafileh  Forces  j  and 
others  afcribe  his  Safety  to  the 
Mediation  of  the  great  Milton.— ^ 
Iho'  the  former  of  thefe  Parti- 
culars may  have  fome  Founda- 
tion, and  might  be  a  concurrent 
Circumftance  in  his  Prefervation, 
yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  the 
latter  rnoir  likely  to  have  been 
the  pnncipallnftrument  in  itj  as 
the  immortal  Bard  w^as  a  Man 
whofe  Intereft  was  moft  potent  at 
that  Time  j  as  it  is.  reafonable  to 
imagine  a  fympathetic  Regard 
for  a  Perfon  of  Sir  M-'illlaras  poe- 
tical Abilitie?,  muft  plead  flrohg- 
ly  in  his  Favour  in  fo  humane  a 
Breaft  as  that  of.  Miltoti,  anl 
point  out  to  him  that  true  Geni:  s 
ought  to  be  confider'd  of  no  Par- 
ty, but  claims  the  Proteftion  of 
eU  i  And  what  feems  to  confirm 
this  is,  that  we  find  ten  Years 
afterwards,  when  the  latter  was 
exaftly  in  the  farre  Predicament, 
he  frood  indebted  for  the  fame 
Protetlion  to  Sir  William,  to 
TiTjUem  th?iefore  Maijkin.4  ou^ht 
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to  confider  themfelves  as  undep 
double  Obligations,  fince,  but  for 
his  Intercefiion  for  the  Life  of 
Milton,  it  is  more  than  probable 
the  World  would  never  have  been 
enriched  with  the  nobleft  Poem 
in  it. 

■  Be  this  however  as  it  will,  be 
was  at  length  admitted  to  his  Li- 
berty as  a  Prifoner  at  large  5  yet 
his  Circumftances  being  now  con- 
fiderably  reduced,  he  made  a  bold 
Effort  towards  at  once  redref- 
fing  them,  and  redeeming  the 
Public  from  that  cynical  and  au- 
fiere  Gloom  which  had  long  hung 
over  ,it,  occafioned  by  the  Sup- 
preffion    of     theatrical    Amufe- 

ments, He  well  knew  that  a 

Theatre,  if  conduced  with  Skill 
and  Addrefs,  would  ftill  find  a 
fufficient  Number  of  Partizans  to 
fupport  it ;  and  having  obtained 
the  Countenance  of  Lord  VFhii'^ 
locke,  Sir  John  Maynard,  and  0- 
ther  Perfons  of  Rank,  who  were 
in  Reality  no  Friends  to  the  Cant 
and  Hypocrify  which  then  To 
ftrongly  prevailed,  he  got  Pef- 
miffion  to  open  a  Sort  of  Theatre 
at  RutlandlAoxx^z  in  Charter -Ec-i^c 
Yard,  where  he  began  with  a 
Reprefentation  which  he  called 
an  Opera,  but  wsis  in  Reality 
quite  a  different  Thing. — This 
ineeting  v/ith  Encouragement,  he 
ftill  proceeded,  till  at  length 
growing  bolder  by  Succefs,  he 
wrote,  and  caufed  to  be  aded, 
feveral  regular  Plays,  which,  by 
the  great  Profits  arifing  from 
them,  perfeftly  anfwer'd  the  more 
important  Part  of  his  Defign, 
that  of  amending  his  Fortunes. — 
Immediately  after  the  Reftora- 
tion  of  King  Charles  IL  however, 
v^hich  brought  with  it  that  of 
the  Britip  Stage  in  a  State  of 
unreftrained  Liberty,  Sir  V/ilUam 
D''Avenant  obtained  a  Patent  for 
the  Reprefentation  of  dramatic 
Piecesj 
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Pieces,  under  the  Title  of  the 
Duke%  Theatre  in  Lincoln  s-Inn- 
jrie/^s.—Tha  firft  Opening  of  this 
Theatre  was  with  a  new  Play  of 
his  own,  entitled  the  Siege  of 
Rhodes,  in  which  he  introduced 
a  great  Variety  of  fine  Scenes  and 
beautiful  Machinery. — And  here 
it  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that 
Sir  William  D" A'venant  was  the 
firft  Peifon  to  whom  the  Englifi 
Stage  is  indebted  for  thofe  Deco- 
rations J  which  he  brought  over 
the  Idea  of  from  the  Theatres  in 
France,  his  long  Refidence  in 
which  Country  had  greatly  im- 
proved his  Tafte,  and  induced 
him  to  endeavour  at  a  greater  Re- 
gularity in  the  Conduft,  and  a 
greater  Correftnefs  in  the  Lan- 
guage of  his  Pieces,  than  the 
Manner  of  the  dramatic  Writers 
of  his  own  Country  had  hitherto 
attained. — Nor  could  he,  among 
other  Improvements,  omit  thofe 
of  Decoration  and  Scenery,  fo  ne- 
cefTary  for  heightening  the  De- 
ception, on  which  fo  great  a  Part 
of  our  Pleafure  in  this  Kind  of 
Entertainments  confiantly  de- 
pends 5  in  which  we  now  e- 
ven  greatly  exceed  our  Neigh - 
fcours;  but  which  at  that  Time 
the  Englijh  Stage  was  fo  barba- 
roufly  deficient  in  ;  for  altho'  it 
is  true  that,  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  I.  we  read  of  many  dra- 
matic Entertainments ,  which 
were  accompanied  with  very  rich 
Sceneiy,  curious  Machines  and 
other  elegant  Embellifliments, 
.and  the  greateft  Part  of  them 
even  conducted  by  that  great  Ar- 
chitect Inigo  Jones,  yet  thefe  were 
employed  only  in  the  Mofques  and 
Plays  reprefented  at  Court,  and 
were  much  ioo  expenfive  for  the 
little  Theatres  in  which  Plays 
■were  then  aded  for  Hire. — Thafe 
Theatres  were  fo  numerous,  there 
Ifedng  generally  fix  or  kstz  open 
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at  once,  and,  (if  I  miftake  not, 
we  are  fomewhere  told,  that  there 
were  at  one  Time  no  Icfs  than  fe- 
venteen  Playhoufes  fubfifting  in 
London,  fmall  as  it  then  was  in 
Comparifon  to  it's  prefent  Extent) 
and  the  Prices  fo  extremely  low, 
that  they  could  afford  no  farther' 
Decorations  to  affift  the  Adlor's 
Performance,  or  elevate  the  Spec- 
tator's Imagination,  than  bare 
Walls,  coarfely  matted,  or  at  the 
beft  covered  with  Tapeftry,  and 
nothing  njore  than  a  Blanket  or 
a  Piece  of  coarfe  Cloth  by  Way 
of  a  Curtain, — In  this  Situation 
were  they  in  Shake fpeare^  Time, 
vvho,infomeofhisChoruffes,feems 
to  have  had  an  apparent  Reference 
to  it ;  and  not  much  better  does 
it  appear  to  have  been  at  any 
Period  before  the  Reftoration,  at 
which  Time  Taffe  and  Luxury, 
Genius  and  Gallantry,  Elegance 
and  Licentioufnefs,  feem  to  have 
made  a  mingled  Entry  into  thefe 
Kingdoms,  under  the  Aufpices 
of  a  witty  and  wicked,  a  merry 

and  mifchievous,  Monarch.-^ 

But  to  quit  this  Digreffion. 

Sir  William  D^Avenant  conti 
nued  at  the  Head  of  his  Compa^ 
ny,  which  he  afterwards  removed 
to  a  ftill  larger  and  more  magni- 
ficent Theatre  bUilt  in  Dorji.t 
Gardens,  till  the  Time  of  his 
Death,  which  happened  on  the 
17th  oi  April,  1668,  in  the  64th 
Year  of  his  Age  ;  and  in  tw^o 
Days  afterwards  was  interred-  in 
Wejlinir.fi er- Abbey,  very  near  .  his 
Rival  for  the  Laurel,  Tho.  May, 
leaving  his  Son  Dr.  Charles  D^A" 
•venant,  mentioned  in  the  laft 
Article,  his  SucccfTor  in  the  Ma- 
nagement of  the  Theatre. — On 
his  Grave-Stone  is  infcribed,  in 
Imitation  of  Ben  Jonfons  flic^t 
Epitaph,    the  following   Words, 

0  rare  Sir  William  Davenant  ! 


[I3I 


Thus^ 


B  A 

Tiaus,  after  pafling  thro'  many 
Storms  of  Diiiic-olty  and  Adver- 
&tv,  he  at  length  fpent  the  Evening 
of  his  Days  in  Eafe  and  Serenity. 
-^- "While  living  he  had  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  being  univerfally  be- 
loved, and  at  his  Death  was  as 
univerrall}'  lamented. 

As  d  Man,  his  Charaftsr  ap- 
pears to  have  been  in  every  Re- 
fpedl  perfectly  amiable. — rHonour, 
Courage,  Gratitude,  Integrity, 
Genius  and  Vivacity  having  ap 
parentiy  been  the  predominant 
Features  of  his  Mind  j  and  all  the 
H.iftorlans  feem  to  allow,  that  he 
•v/as  pc&fs'd  of  an  agreeable  Per- 
fon  and  handfome  Face,  till,  in 
Consequence  of  fome  amorous 
Dalliances,^  whereby  his  Nofe  had 
greatly  fuftered.  the  Symmetry  of 
the  latter  v>'as  confiderably  disfi- 
■^ured,  and  became  the  Subje£l  of 
jnuch  Wit  among  his  Cotempo- 
rary  Poets', — Sir  yohn  SuckHtig  in 
particular,  tho'  his  Friend,  could 
aot  avcjd  touching  on  it  in  his 
SiJJion  bf'tbe  -Poets,  'in  which 
■  Hie  has  the  following  Lines, 

Will  D'Avenant,  afiarrCdof  a 

fooUjh  M:Jchance 
Ihat  he  had  got  lately  travellimr 

it:  Er'arjce, 
Modeply  hofd  the  Handjomenefs 

of  his  Mitfe 
Might  any  Deformity  about  him 

exctife. 

Surely  the  Cornpany  had  been  con" 

tent 
Jf  they  could  ha've  found  any 

Freccdei.t, 
But  in  all  their  Records  in  Verfe 

or  in  Profe, 
There  tvas  none  of  a  Laureat  that 

wanted  a  Nofa. 

Altho'  it  is  far  from  my  Ihcli- 
nation  to  propagate  Slander,  or 
add  to  the  perpetuating  any  T^Is 
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of  private  Calumny,  yet  I  mighf, 
as  a  Biographer,  be  thought  guil- 
ty of  an  OmiiTion,  fhould  I  noir 
take  Notice  in  this 'Place,  that, 
in  Confequence  of  the  extraordi^ 
nary  Beauty  of  Mrs.  D' Avejmntt 
our  Author's  Mother,  and  the 
Frequency  of  the  Vifits  of  Shakef- 
pca>-e,  who,  in  the  Courfe  of  his 
Journeys  into  Oxfordfhire,  ufed 
moft  generally  to  refide  at  the: 
Houfe  of  her  Hufband,  who,  as 
I  have  before  obferved,  kept  an 
Inn  in  the  City  of  Oxford,  there 
have  not  been  wanting  thofe  who 
have  conjedtur'd  Sir  William  D'A~ 
njenant  to  have  been  not  only  the 
poetical,  but  even  the  natural 
Son  of  that  inimitable  Bard.~ 
And,  as  a  farther  Corroboration 
of  the  Surmife,  would  infinuate 
a  Refemblance  of  Feature,  and 
urge  the  Vivacity  of  Sir  IVi I Hain  5 
natural  Difpofition,  which  was 
diametrically  oppofite  to  the 
gloomy  faturnine  Complexion  of 
Mr.  D' A^enant,  his  fuppofed  and 
legal  Parent. — Was  the  Faft  cer- 
tain, how  greatly  WQu Id  this  Au** 
thor  appear  the  Favorite  of  the 
MufeSj  iiifb  to  receive  his  Exig- 
ence, and  afterwards  to  owe  the 
Continuance  of  it,  to  the  two  moit 
exalted  Geniufes  that  ever  lived  ! 
— But,  as  the  Circumftances  on. 
v/hich  the  Suppofition  is  founded,, 
are  by  no  Means  fuch  as  are  ade- 
quate to  a  Proof  J  as  Gallantry,^ 
and  more  efpecially  Adultery, 
v/ere  far  from  the  reigning  or  fa- 
iliipnable  Vices  of  that  Age  5  and. 
moreover ,  as  Shakefpeare  more 
particularly  feeras  remarkable  for 
the  Chaftity  and  amiable  Purity 
of  his  Morals;  I  cannot  think, 
that  the  calling  a  Stain  on  the 
Virtue  of  a  Lady  of  Reputation, 
and  fixing  a  Blot  on  the  moral. 
Condudl  of  lb  valuable  a  Man^ 
are  fufficiently.  authorized  by  the 
mere  Suggeftions  of  Fancy,  ot 
ths. 
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the  Inclination  of  tracing  out  a 
Baftard  Pedigree  in  the  poetical 
Line,  for  a  Writer,  whofe  own 
Merit  is  fufficient  to  enfure  him 
the  Remembrance  of  Ages  yet  to 
come. 

As  a  Poet,  Sir  Willi ani's'9.&n)s. 
feems  as  yet  undetermined. — His 
celebrated  Epic  cf  Gcndibert  was 
render'd  at  the  fame  Time  the 
Subjeft  of  the  higheft  Commen- 
dation and  tl:ie  fevereft  Criticifm  j 
tho',  I  muft  confefs,  that  Envy 
appears  to  me  to  have  had  a 
much  greater  Share  in  the  latter 
than  Juftice  ;  for,  tho'^  the  Story 
of  it  may  not  perhaps  be  fo  in- 
terefting,  (and  that  too  in  great 
Meafure  from  it's  not  being  fo 
well  known)  as  thofe  of  the  Iliad 
and  Mneid,  and  that  the  Fetters 
of  Rhime,  and  ftill  more  fo  thofe 
ef  Stanza  Poetry,  lay  it  under 
very  great  Reftraint,  yet  it  muft 
be  acknowledged,  even  by  it's 
flrongeft  Opponents,  that  there 
runs  thro'  the  whole  of  it  a  Sub- 
limity in  the  Sentiments,  aNo- 
blenefs  in  the  Manners,  a  Purity 
in  the  Di£lson,  and  a  Luxuriancy 
in  the  Conceptions,  that  would 
have  done  Honour  to  any  Writer 
of  any  Age  or  Country  whatfo- 
ever. — But  to  ceafe  any  farther 
Eulogium  on  this  Poem,  as  no 
Teftimony  of  his  poetical  Merits 
can  be  .  confider'd  more  valid 
than  that  of  Mr.  Dry  den,  who 
was  not  only  his  Gotemporary, 
but  even  wrote  in  Conjunflion 
with  him,  and  as  Nothing  can 
be  ftronger  or  more  ample  than 
the  Commendation  that  Gentle- 
man has  given  him,  I  fhall  with 
his  Words  clofe  the  prefent  Ac- 
count of  Sir  William  D^Aver.ant: 
and  his  Abilities. 

**  I  found  him  (fays  that  Au- 
"  thor ,  in  his  Preface  to  the 
**  Tempeft)  of  fo  quick  a  Fancy, 
^  that,  nothing  waa  grogofed  to. 
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f'  him  on  which  he  could  not 
*'  quickly  produce  a  Thought  ex- 
"  tremely  pleafant  and  furprifing  j 
*'  and  thofe  firft  Thoughts  of  his, 
"  contrary  to  the  old  Latin  Pro- 
'^  verb,  v/ere  not  always  the  leaffc 
'*  happy  J  and  as  his  Fancy  was 
•'  quick,,  fo  likewife  were  the 
''  Products  of  it  remote  and  new. 
*'  He  borrowed  not  of  any  other, 
"  and  his  Imaginations  were  fuch 
*'  as  could  not  eafily  enter  into 
'<  any  other  Man. — His  Correc- 
"  tions  were  fober  and  judicious, 
"  and  he  correfted  his  own  Wri- 
"  tings  much  more  feverely  than 
''  thofe  of  another  Man  ;  be- 
"  fi-owing  twice  the  Labour  and 
"  Pains  in  polifhing  which  he 
*'  ufed  in  Invention." 

Sir  William  D^ Anjenanf^  dra- 
matic Works  are  numerous,  yet 
not  one  of  them  is  at  prefent  on 
the  Lift  of  afting  Plays,  which 
I  cannot  help  fometiraes  regret- 
ting, as  there  are  certainly  fome 
among  them  that  much  better  de- 
ferve  that  Honour,  than  many. 
Pieces  which  are  very    frequently 

and  fuccefsfuliy  reprefented. 1 

The  Titles  of  them  all  may  be 
fecn  in  the  following  Lift, 

1.  Albovine,   King  cf  the 
Lombards.     T. 

2.  Britannia     Triumphans  , 
Mafque. 

3.  Cruel  Brother.      T. 

4.  Difirejjes.     T.  C. 

5.  Entertainment   at    Rutland 
Eouje. 

6.  Fair  Favorite.     T.  C. 

7.  Jufi  Italian.     T.  C. 

S,   Laiu  againft  Lovers.    T.C, 
9.  Love  and  Honour.     T.C,. 

10.  Man's  the  Majler.      C, 

11.  Platonic  Lovers.      C. 

12.  Playhoufe  to  he  Ictt. 

1 3:.  Rivals.  T.  G.    (attributed; 

by  Langbaine  to  this  Au-- 

thor.) 
X4\^,.  Siege,.    T.C. 
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1^.  Siege  of  Rhodes,     Play, 

two  Parts. 
16.  Temple  of  Love.     Mafque. 
ly.  Tetnpejl .       (  alter'd    from 

Shake  [pear  e  by  Dry  den  and 

this  Author.) 

18.  Triumphs    of    the     Prince 
D'Amour,     Mafque. 

19.  Urfortunate  Levers,     T. 

20.  Wits,     C. 
Davenport,    Mr.  Robert. — 

An  Author  who  lived  in  the 
Reign  of  Charles  1.  and  during 
the  Troubles  of  that  Reign  wrote 
two  Plays,  which  however,  on 
Account  of  the  Suppreflion  of  the 
Theatre  under  the  Common- 
wealth, did  not  make  their  Ap- 
pearance till  after  the  Reiloration. 
—Their  Names  are, 

I .  The  City  Night  Cap.     T.  C. 
*"    2.  King  John    and  Matil- 
da.    T. 
Dauncey.     Vid.  Dancer. 
Davy,  Samuel. — This  Author 
IS  mentioned  no  where  but  in  the 
Britijh  Theatre,  he   was  born  in 
Jreland,  and  I  imagine  it  was  in 
that  Kingdom  that  he  brought  the 
following  Piece  oh  the  Stage,  'uiin. 
The  Treacherous  UufiarJ.    T. 
Davys,  or  Davis,  Mrs.  Mrf- 
rva. — This     female    Author    was 
born  in  Ireland,  flie  was  married 
to  a  Clergyman,  whom   fhe  fur- 
vived,  and  wrote   two  dramatic 
Pieces,  both  in  the  comic  Walk, 
entitled, 

I.  The  Northern  Heirefs.  C, 
^.  SelfRi-val.  C. 
Befides  thefe  fhe  virote  fome  No- 
veb.  Poems,  and  Familiar  Let- 
ters, which,  together  with  the 
above,  are  publifhed  in  two  Vol, 
8vo.  17Z5.  under  the  Title  of  The 
Works  of  Mrs.  Da-vis. 

Day,  Mr.  John — This  Au- 
thor, by  the  Date  of  his  Works, 
muft  have  flourilhed  in  the  Reigns 
ef  King   James.  I.     and    King 
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Charles  I.  and  wrote  the  follow- 
ing dramatic  Pieces. 

1 .  Blind  Beggar  of  Bztknai. 

Green,     C. 

2.  Humour  out  of  Breath,     C, 

3.  Ifle  of  Gulls.     C. 

4.  Laiv  Tricks.     C. 

5.  Parliament  of  Bees,    Mafque, 

(The  Author  was  alTifted 
in  this  by  William  Rowley 
and  George  JVilkins. ) 

6.  Travels  of  three  Englifh  BrO' 

thers.  f-liftorical  Play. 
The  precife  Time  of  his  Birth 
and  Death,  however,  are  not 
known,  nor  any  farther  Particu- 
lars recorded  concerning  him,  ex- 
cepting that  he  had  Conneftioa 
with  fome  of  his  cotemporary 
Poets  of  Note,  and  had  been  for 
fome  Time  Student  in  Caius  Col- 
ledge,  Cambridge. 

Decker,.  Mt.Thomjs. — This 
Gentleman  was  a  Writer  in  the 
Reign  of  K  ng  fames  I.  and  be- 
ing a  Cotemporary  with,  i3e«  ^oh- 
jon,  became  more  eminent  by 
having  a  Quarrel  with  that  great 
Poet,  than  he  would  perhaps 
otherwife  have  done  from  the- 
Merit  of  his  own  Works,  which 
are  but  of  a  very  moderate  Rank 
of  Excellence. — What  the  original 
Occafion  of  their  Conteft  was, 
I  know  not,  but  Jonjon,  who 
certainly  could  never  "  bear  a 
*'  Rival  near  the  Throne"  has, 
in  his  Poetajler,  th&  Dunciad  of 
that  Author,  among  many  other 
Poets  whom  he  has  fatyriz'd, 
been  peculiarly  fevere  on  Decker, 
whom  he  has  charadlerisM  under 

the  Name  of  Crifpinus, This 

Compliment  Decker  has  amply  re- 
paid in  his  Satyromajiix,  or  the 
UntruJJingakumorousPoet,\n  v.'hich, 
under  'he  Titfe  of  young  Horace 
he  has  made  Ben,  the  Hero  of 
his  Piece. — As  great  Wits,  and 
efpecially  thofe  of  the  Satyricsl; 
Kind^. 
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Kind,  will  always  have  nnmer- 
ous  Enemies,  befides  the  general 
Fondnefs  the  Public  have  of  fee- 
ing Men  of  Abilities  abufe  each 
other,  this  Play  was  extremely- 
followed,  and  as  it  appears  to 
have  been  one  of  our  Authors 
firft  Pieces,  it  probably  laid  the 
Foundation  of  his  Fame  as  a 
Writer. — Altho',  as  I  have  be- 
fore  obferved,  Decker  was  but  a 
middling  Poet,  yet  he  did  not 
want  his  Admirers,  even  among 
the  Poets  of  his  Time  j  fome  of 
whom  thought  themfelves  not  dif- 
graced  by  writing  in  Conjunftion 
with  him  J  Webfler  having  a  Hand 
in  three  of  his  Plays,  and  Ro%v- 
ley  and  Fori  joining  with  him  in 
another. — Richard  Brome  in  par- 
ticular ufed  always  to  call  him 
Father,  which  is  fomewhat  the 
more  extraordinary,  confidering 
the  Oppofition  fubfifting  between 
him  and  Jonfon,  as  Brome  had 
befen  Set^Hant  to,  and  was  a  par- 
ticular Favorite  with,  the  Lau- 
reat.— Mr.  Tbe.  Cibher  obfer^veF, 
on  this  Occafion,  that  it  is  the 
Misfortune  of  little- Wits,  that 
their  Admirers  are  as  inconfider- 
able  as  themfelves,  and  that 
Brome' %  Applaufes  confer  no  great 
Honour  on  thofe  who  enjoy  them. 
—Yet  I  think  in  this  Cenfure  he 
has  been  fomewhat  too  fevere  on 
both,  for  Brome's  Merit  was  cer- 
tainly not  inconfiderable,  fince  it 
coul'd  force  Admiration  and  even 
public  Praife  from  the  envious 
Ben  himfelf. — And  altho'  Lang- 
haine,  who  writes  with  Partia- 
lity to  Ben  Jonfon,  has  given  the 
Preference  in  fo  fuperlative  a  De- 
gree to  thofe  Plays  in  -vyhich  our 
Author  was  united  with  others,  a- 
gainfl:  thofe  which  were  entirely  his 
own,  yet  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  in  his  Honeji  Whore,  and  the 
Comedy  oi  Forturatus,  both  which 
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are  ano\v-'d  to  be  folely  his,  there 
are  Beauties,  both  as  to  Cha- 
ra£ler,  Plot,  and  Language,  equal 
to  the  Abilities  of  any  of  thofe 
Authors  that  he  was  ever  affifted 
by,  and  indeed  in  the  latter  equal 
to  any  dramatic  Writer  (Shake- 
/pears  excepted)  that  this  Illand 
has  produced. 

The  dramatic  Pieces  he  was 
concerned  in  are  twelve  in  Num- 
ber, and  may  be  feen  in  the  eri- 
fuing  Catalogue. 

1.  FoRTUNATUS.       C. 

2.  Honeji  Whore,     Com,    two 

Parts. 

3.  If  this  hen't  a  good  Play 

the  DeviTs  in^t.     C. 

4.  Match  me  in  London.    Tr.- 

Com. 

5.  Northtvard  Hoe.    C.   (Af- 

fifted  by  Webfier.) 

6.  Satyromajiix,  Com. -Satire, 

7.  Sun''s   Darling.       Mafque» 

(Affifted  by  Ford). 

8.  WefiwardHoe.  C.  (Affift- 

ed by  Webfier.) 

9.  Whore  o/Babylon.  Hif- 
-     tory. 

10.  Witch ofEvtuo-a Ton.    C, 
(Our    Author,     in    Con- 
junftion  with  Ford^  greatly 
affifled     Rotvley    in     the 
Writing  of  this  Comedy^ 
altho'  it  pafTes  under  RoiV' 
/fy's  Name.) 
ir.  Wonder  of  a  Kingdom.    C, 
12.  Wyat's  Hiftory.   (Affift- 
ed by  Webfter.) 
Befides  thefe  Phillips  and  Win- 
fianley,  have   afcribed   four  other 
Plays    to    this   Author    in  Con- 
junftion  with  Webfier,  viz. 

Nc^v  Trick  to  cheat  the  Devil.  C. 

Ncble  Stranger,     C, 

Weakefi  goes  to  the  Wall     Tr.- 

Com. 

Woman  ivill  haw  her  Will.    C 

in  this  however  they  are  miftaken, 

the  Noble  Stranger   having   been 

writtsa 


D  E 

Written  by  Lnvis  Sharpe,  and  the 
other  three  by  anonymous  Au- 
thors. 

The  precife  Time  of  this  Au-, 
thor's  Birth  and  Death  are  not 
recorded,  yet  he  could  not  have 
died  youngj  as  the  firft  Play  we 
find  of  his  writing  was  publifhed 
in  1600,  and  the  lateft  Date  we 
meet  with  to  any  other  is  in 
363S.  e.xc(fpi\n%th.t Sun  s Darling, 
which  Langbaine  obferves  was  not 
published  till  after  the  Death  of 
its  Authors. 

Delap,  Mr.— Of  this  Gentle- 
man I  know  no  more  than  the  hav- 
ing heard  that  he  isnNortb-Briton, 
and  a  Clergyman,  but  whether  of 
the  Church  of  England  or  that  of 
Scotland  I  am  not  thoroughly  in- 
formedj  tho'  moft  probably  of  the 
latter, — He  is  a  living  Writer, 
and  has  lately  brought  on  the 
Stage  one  dramatic  Piece,  en- 
titled, 

Hecuba.     Tr. 

Den  HAM,  Shjohn. This 

elegant  Writer  was  the  only  Son 
of  Sir  John  Denbam,  Knight,  of 
little  Horfteyy  who  was,  at  the 
Time  of  our  Author's  Birth, 
which  happened  in  161 5,  Lord 
Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer  in 
Ireland,  and  one  of  the  Lords  Juf- 
tices  of  that  Kingdom  ;  In  Confe- 
quence  of  which  our  Author  was 
born  in  Dublir,  but  was  brought 
over  from  thence  at  two  Years  old, 
en  the  Promotion  of  his  Father  to 
the  Rank  of  a  Baron  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  E77g!and. 

His  grammatical  Learning  he 
received  in  London,  and  in  Mi- 
chaelmas Term  1631,  was  re- 
moved from  thence  to  Oxford, 
where  he  was  enter'd  a  Gentle- 
man Commoner  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege j  but  inftead  of  ihewing  any 
early  Dawnings  of  that  Genius 
which  afterwards  .flione  forth  in 
him,  he  appeared  a  flow  dreaming 
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young  Man,  and  one  whofe  dar- 
ling Paflion  was  Gaming, — Here 
he  continued  for  three  Years, 
when,  having  pafs'd  his  Exami- 
nations, and  taken  a  Degree  as 
Batchelor  of  Arts,  he  came  to 
London,  and  enter'd  himfelf  at 
Lincoln  s-Inn,  where  he  applied 
pretty  clofely  to  the  Study  of  the 
Law. — Yet  his  darling  Vice  was 
ftill  predominant,  and  he  fre- 
quently found  himfelf  ilripped  to 
his  iaft  Shilling,  by  which  be  {o 
greatly  difpleas'd  his  Father,  that 
he  was  obliged,  in  Appearance  at 
leaft,  to  reform,  for  fear  of  being 
abfolutely  abandoned  by  him.— 
On  his  Death,  however,  being  no 
longer  reftrained  by  parental  Au- 
thority, he  again  gave  Way  to  it, 
and  being  a  Dupe  to  Sharpers, 
foon  fquander'd  away  feveral 
thoufand  Pounds. 

In  the  latter  End  of  1641,  how- 
ever, to  the  Aftonifliment  of  every 
one,  his  Genius  broke  forth  in  a 
full  Blaze  of  Meridian  Brightnefs, 
in  that  juftly  celebrated  and  ad- 
mir'd  Tragedy  the  Sophy,  and 
foon  after  ihone  out  again  in  his 
Poem  of  Cooper''s  Hill. — In  the 
fame  Year  he  was  prick'd  for 
High  SheritF  for  the  County  oi 
Surry,  and  made '  Governor  of 
Farnham  Caftle,  for  the  King,— 
But  being  poflefs''d  of  no  great 
Share  of  military  Knowledge,  he 
prefently  quitted  that  Poft,  and 
retired  to  his  Majefty  at  Oxford. 

And  now  the  grand  Rebellion 
being  broke  out  in  its  full  Force, 
he  fhewed  the  warmeft  Attach- 
ment to  the  Royal  Family,  and 
in  the  Courfe  of  their  unhappy 
Affairs,  became  of  fignal  Ser- 
vice to  them. — In  the  Year  1647, 
when  the  King  had  been  deli- 
vered into  the  Hands  of  the  Ar- 
my, he  undertook,  on  the  Be- 
half of  the  Queen  Mother,  to 
gain  Accefs  to  his  Majefty, 
which 
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which  he  found  Means  to  do  by 
the  Afliftance  of  Hugh  Peters.— 
On  this  Occafion  the  King  con- 
verfed  with  him  in  an  unreferved 
Manner,  with  Regard  to  his  Af- 
fairs, and  enuufting  him  with 
nine  Cyphers,  commanded  him 
to  ftay  privately  in  London,  in  or- 
der to  receive  all  his  Letters  to 
and  from  his  Correfpondents,  all 
which  were  conftantly  decypherM 
and  undecyphercd  by  Mr.  Cotvlejf 
at  that  Time  with  the  Queen  Mo- 
ther in  France.  This  Truft  he  per- 
formed with  great  Pundluality  and 
Safety  for  fome  Time,  till  at 
length  Mr.  C(nvley\  Hand  being 
known,  this  Affair  was  difco- 
vered,  and  Mr.  Denham  obliged 
to  make  his  Eicape  to  France,-— 
In  1648  he  was  fent  AmbalTador, 
together  with  Lord  Crofts,  to  Po- 
land, where  he  fucceeded  fo  well 
as  to  hring  back  ten  thoufand 
Pounds  for  the  King,  levied  there 
on  his  Majefty's  Scottijb  Sub- 
jeds. 

About  1652  he  returned  to 
England,  and  refided  about  a  Year 
at  the  Earl  of  Pembroke^  at  Wil- 
ton, having  quite  exhaufled  his 
own  Fortune,  by  his  PaiTion  for 
Gaming,  and  the  Expences  he 
had  been  at  during  the  Civil  War. 
—It  does  not  clearly  appear  what 
became  of  him  between  that 
Time  and  the  Reftoration,  tho* 
it  is  moft  probable  he  went  over 
again  to  Trance,  and  refided  there 
till  King  Charles  II' s  Return 
from  St.  Germain^  to  yerfey, 
when  he  was  immediately  ap- 
pointed, without  any  Solicitation, 
Surveyor  General  of  all  his  Ma- 
jefty's Buildings,  and  at  the  Coro- 
nation of  that  Monarch  made 
Knight  of  the  Bath. 

On  fome  Difcontent  arlfing 
from  a  fecond  Marriage,  he  for  a 
little  Time  loft  his  Senfes,  but 
on  his  Recovery,   continued  in 
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great  Efteem  at  Court  for  his 
Poetical  Abilities,  efpecially  with, 
the  King,  who  was  fond  of  Poetry, 
and  during  his  Exile  us'd  fre- 
quently to  give  Mr.  Denham  Ar- 
guments to  write  on. 

This  ingenious  Gentleman  died 
at  an  Office  he  had  built  for  him- 
felf  near  Whitehall,  March  10, 
i658,  JEtatis  53.  and  was  buried 
in  Wejlmmjlcr  Abbey,  leaving  be- 
hindhim  ainong  the feveral Works 
whereby  his  Poetical  Fame  ftands 
eftablifhed,  only  one  dramatic 
one,  -vi^a. 

The  Sophy.     T. 

As  a  Poet  we  need  only  refer'to 
the  Teftimonials  of  many  Wri- 
ters, particularly  Diyden  and  Pope^ 
in  his  Favour. — As  to  his  moral 
Character,  he  has  had  no  Vice 
imputed  to  him  but  thatof  Game- 
ing,  and  altho'  Authors  have  been 
filent  as  tc^  his  Virtues,  yet  if  we 
may  judge  from  his  Works,  he 
was  a  good-natur'd  Man  and  an 
eafy  Companion  j  and  from  his 
Adions  it  appears  that  he  was 
one  of  ftri£l  Honour  and  Inte- 
grity, and  in  the  Day  of  Danger 
and  Tumult  of  unfhaken  Loyalty 
to  the  fuffeiing  latereft  of  his 
Sovereign. 

Dennis,  Mr.  John.—^Hhh 
Gentleman  who,  tho'  he  has  left 
many  dramatic  Pieces  behind  him, 
was  much  lefs  celebrated  for 
them  than  for  his  critical  Writ- 
ings, was  the  Son  of  an  eminent 
Sadler,  a  Citizen  of  London,  in 
which  Metropolis  our  Author  was 
born  in  the  Year  1657. 

He  received  the  firft  Branches 
of  Education  under  Dr.  Horn,  at 
the  great  School  alHarrciv  on  the 
Hill,  where  he  commenced  Ac- 
quaintance and  Intimacy  with 
many  young  Noblemen  and  Gen- 
tlemen,who  afterwards  made  con- 
fiderable  Figures  in  public  Aft'airs  j 
whereby  he  laid  the  Foundation 
of 
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«f  a  very  ftrong  and  extenfive  In- 
teieft,  which  might,  but  for  his 
own  Fault,  have  been  of  infinite 
Service  to  him  in  future  Life. 

■  From  Harrotv  he  went  in  1675 
to  CaiusCoWcge,  CaifiMdge ywhers, 
after  his  proper  Standing,  he  took 
the  Degree  of  Batchelor  of  Arts. 
—When  he  quitted  the  Univer- 
lity  he  made  the  Tour  of  Europe, 
in  the  Courfe  of  which  he  con 
ceived  fuch  a  Deteftation  for 
Defpotifm,  as  confirmed  him  flill 
more  firongly  in  thcfe  Whig  Prin- 
ciples which  he  had  from  his  In- 
fancy imbibed. 

On  his  Pv-eturn  to  England  he 
became  early  acquainted  w'xh 
Drydcn,  TFycherley,  Congrcve,  and 
Southerne,  whofe  Converfation  in- 
fpiring  him  with  a  Pailion  for 
Poetry,  and  a  Contempt  for  every 
Attainment  that  had  not  feme 
■  Relation  to  the  Belles  Lettre:,  di- 
verted him  from  the  Acquifition  of 
any  profitable  Art,  or  the  Exer- 
cife  of  any  Profeffion. 

This  to  a  Man  who  had  not  an 
Independent  Income,  was  un- 
doubtedly a  Misfortune.  How- 
ever, the  Zeal  he  fhew'd  for  the 
Proteftant  Succefiion  having  re- 
commended him  to  the  Patronage 
of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  that 
Nobleman  procured  him  a  Place 
.in  the  Cuftoms,  worth  120/.  per 
Jinn,  which  he  enjoy'd  for  fome 
Years,  till  from  Profufenefs  and 
Want  of  Oeconomy  he  was  re- 
duced to  the  Neceffity  of  dif- 
pofing  of  it  to  fatisfy  fome  very 
preffing  Demands. — By  the  Ad- 
vice of  Lord  Hallifax,  however,  he 
referv^d  to  himlelf,  in  the  Sale 
of  it,  an  Annuity  for  a  Term  of 
Years,  which  Term  he  outlived, 
and  was,  in  the  Decline  of  his 
Life,  reduced  to  extreme  Neceffi- 
ty. — Mr.  Theo.  Cibber  relates  an 
Anecdote  of  him  which  I  can- 
not avoid  repeating,  as  it  is  not 
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only  highly  Charafteriftic  of  the 
Man  whofe  Affairs  we  are  now 
confidering^  but  alfo  a  ftriking 
and  melancholy  Inftance  among 
Thoufands,  of  the  diftrefsful  Pre- 
dicaments into  which  Men  cf 
Genius  and  literary  Abilities  are 
perhaps  apter  than  any  others  to 
plunge  themfelves  into,  by  paying 
too  flight  an  Attention  to  the 
common  Concerns  of  Life,  and 
their  o\vn  mofl  important  Inte- 
refls. 

*'  After  he  was  worn  out,'* 
fays  that  Author,  "  with  Age 
"  and  Poverty,  he  refided  within 
*•'  the  Verge  of  the  Court,  to  prc- 
"  vent  Danger  from  his  Creditors, 
*'  — One  Saturday  Night,  he  hap- 
"  pen'd  to  faunter  to  a  Public 
*'  Houfe,  which,  in  a  fbort  Time, 
**  he  difccvered  to  be  out  of  the 
"  Verge. — He  was  fitting  in  an 
*'  open  drinking  Room,  and  a 
''  Man  of  a  fufpicious  Appear- 
*^  ance  happened  to  come  in.— 
"  There  was  fomething  about  the 
"  Man  which  denoted  to  Mr. 
"  Dentin,  that  he  was  a  Bailiff, 
''  This  ftruck  him  v/ith  a  Panic  ^ 
*'  he  was  afraid  his  Liberty  was 
*'  now  at  an  End  ;  he  fat  in  the 
•'  utmoft  Solicitude,  but  durft  not 
''  offer  to  flir,  left  he  fhould  be 
*'  feiz'd  upon. — After  an  Hour 
"  or  two  had  paft  in  this  painful 
"  Anxiety-,  at  lafl;  the  Clock 
'*  ftruck  Twelve,  when  Mr.  £>fa-p 
**  r.h,  in  an  Extafy,  cried  out, 
*'  addrefiing  himfelf  to  the  fuf- 
*'  pefled  Perfon,  Noiv,  Sir,  Bai- 
''  liff  or  no  Bailiff,  I  dont  care  a 
"  Farthing  for  you.  you  ha-ve  vo  ; 
*' Power  no-TV.  —  The  Man  was 
'^  aftonifhed  at  his  Behaviour,  and 
''when  it  was  explained  to  him, 
"  was  (o  much  affronted  with. 
"  the  Sui"picion,  that  had  not 
"  Mr.  Dennis  found  his  Proteftion 
"  in  Age,  he  would  probably 
^^'have  fmarte'd  for  his  miftaken 
*'  Opinion 
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"  Opinion  of  bim." — 'A  Itrong 
Pi(flure  of  the  Effeds  of  Fear 
and  Apprehenfion,  in  a  Temper 
naturally  fo  timorous  and  jealous 
aS  Mr.  Dennh's,  of  which  the 
Reader  may  fee  tv/o  more  whim- 
iical  Inflances  in  the  firft  Part  of 
■this  Work,  under  the  Tragdy  of 
Liberty  Asserted. 

Mr,  D  finis  partly  thro'  a  na- 
tural Peeviihnefs  and  Petulance 
of  Temper,  and  partly  perhaps 
for  the  Sake  of  procuring  the 
Means  of  Subfiftence,  was  con- 
tinually engaged  in  a  Paper  War 
with  his  Coremporaries,  whom 
he  ever  treated  with  the  utmoll 
Severity  ;  and  tho'  many  of  his 
Obfervations  were  judicious,  yet 
he  ufually  conveyed  them  in 
Language  fo  fcurrilous  and  abu- 
{iVe  as  deftroyed  their  intended 
Efte£l  J  and  as  his  Attacks  were 
almoft  always  on  Perfons  of  fupe- 
rior  Abilities  to  himfelf,  viz.  J^d- 
difon,  Steele,  and  Pope,  their  Re- 
plies ulually  turned  the  popular 
Opinion  fo  greatly  againft  him, 
that  by  irritating  his  tefty  Temper 
the  more,  it  rendered  him  a  per- 
petual Torment  to  himfelf  j  till 
at  length,  after  a  long  Life  of 
Vicilfitude?,  Difappointments  and 
Turmoils,  render' d  wretched  by 
Indifcretion,  and  hateful  by  Ma- 
levolence, having  out-lived  the 
Reverfion  of  his  Eflate,  and  re- 
duced to  Diftrefs,  from  which 
his  having  been  daily  ere£ling 
Enemies  had  left  him  fcarcely 
any  Hope  of  Relief,  he  was  com- 
pelled to,  what  muft  be  the  moll 
irkfome  Station  that  can  be  con- 
ceived in  human  Life,  the  receiv- 
ing Obligations  from  thofe  vrhom 
he  had  been  continually  treating 
ill. — In  the  very  clofe  of  his  Days 
a  Play  was  afted  for  his  Benefit 
at  the  little  Theatre  in  tht  Hay- 
market,  procured  thro'  the  united 
IntercHs  of  Mefirs.  Tbowjori:,  Mai- 
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let  and  Pope,  the  lair  of  w'iom, 
notwith {landing  the  grofs  Man- 
ner in  which  Mr.  D.rnis  had  Gn 
many  Occafions  us'd  hirn,  and 
the  long  Warfare  that  had  fub- 
fifted  between  them,  intsvefted 
himfelf  very  warmly  for  him,  and 
even  wrote  an  occafional  Pi-ologue 
to  the  Play,  which  was  fpoken  by 
Mr.  Ci6ier  jnn. 

Not  long  after  this,  njim.  oa 
the  eth  oi  Jan.  1733.  ■^'"'  Den~ 
Tiis  died,  being  then  in  the  77th 
Year  of  his  Age. 

His  Character  as  a  Man  may 
be  fufficiently  gather'd  from  the 
Circumftances  we  have  related  of 
him.- — As  a  Writer,  he  certainly 
w-as  poffefs'd  of  much  Erudition 
and  a  confiderable  Share  of  Ge- 
nius ;  and  had  not  his  Self  Opi- 
nion, of  which  perhaps  no  Man 
ever  poffefs'd  a  larger  Share,  in- 
duced him  to  aim  at  the  Empire 
of  Wit,  for  which  he  was  by  no 
Means  qualified,  and  in  Confe- 
quence  thereof  led  him  to  treat 
every  one  as  a  Rebel  who  did  not 
fubfcribe  to  his  pretended  Right, 
he  would  probably  have  been  al- 
lowed, and  from  the  Enjoyment 
of  an  eafy  Mind,  poflibly  pof- 
fefs'd, more   Merit  than  appears 

in  many  of  his  Writings. In 

Profe,  he  is  far  from  a  bad  Wri- 
ter, where  Abufe  and  perfonal 
Scurrility  does  not  mingle  itfelf 
with  his  Language. — In  Verfe, 
he  is  extremely  unequal ,  his 
Numbers  being  at  feme  Timts 
fpirited  and  harmonious,  and  his 
Subjeds  elevated  and  judicious, 
and  at  others  flat,  harfh,  and  pu- 
erile. — As  a  dramatic  Author  he 
certainly  deferves  not  to  be  held 
in  any  Confideration. — His  Plots, 
excepting  that  of  his  Plot  and  no 
Plot,  which  is  a  political  Play, 
are  all  borrowed,  yet  in  the  ge- 
neral not  ill-chofen.  But  his  Cha- 
rafVers  are  ill-defign'd  and  unfi- 
[  I<  j  nifted. 
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n:fl:ed,  bis  Language  prcfaical, 
fiat,  and  undramatlc,  and  the 
iCondudl  of  his  principal  Scenes 
heavy,  dull,  and  unempaflioned. 
— In  fhort,  tho'  he  certainly  had 
Judgment,  it  is  evident  he  had  no 
Execution,  and  fo  much  better  a 
Critic  is  he  than  a  Dramatift, 
that  I  cannot  help  fubfcribing  to 
the  Opinion  of  a  Gentleman, 
%vho  faid  of  him,  that  he  was  the 
moft  ccmpleat  Inftruftor  for  a 
dramatic  Poet,  Jince  he  could 
teach  him  to  diftinguifii  good 
Plays  by  his  Precepts,  and  bad 
ones  by  his  Examples. 

His  dramatic  Pieces  are  nine 
in  Number,  as  may  be  feen  in 
the  following  Lift, 

I,  Apptus  civd  Virginia. 
Trag.  Vid.Yol.l.  Ap- 
pendix. 

2,-  Comical  Gallant .     C. 

3.  coriolanus.     t, 

4.  Gibraltar.     C. 

5.  Iphigenia.     T. 

6.  Liberty  aJJ'ertcd.     T. 

7.  Orpheus  (3«^  EuRiDicE. 

Mafque. 

t.  Plot  and  vo  Plot.     C. 

5,  R  IN  A  I.  DO  and  Arm  IDA. 
Trag. 

Derrick,  Mr. Of  this 

Gentleman  I  know  little  more 
than  that  he  is  an  Author  now 
1  ving,  is  I  believe  a  Native  of 
Ireland,  and,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed, was  form.erly  in  the  Ar- 
■  my. — He  has  tranflated  one  lit- 
tle Piece  from  the  French,  in- 
titled, 

Sylca.     Dram.  Entert. 

Dig  BY,  Lord. — Of  this  No- 
bleman I  know  nothing  more 
than  that  he  is  faid  by  Jacob  to 
have  been  the  fuppofed  Author  of 
one  very  good  Play,  entitled, 

Elvira.     Com. 

DiLKE,  nomas,  Efq; — This 
Gentleman  lived  in  the  Reign  of 
pPilliam  III.  and  was  the  Son  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Dilke,  of  an  ancient 
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Family  at  Litchfeld,  where  ow 
Author  was  born. — ,He  had  a 
Univerfjty  Education,  having  been 
fome  Time  a  Student  at  Or/'c/ Col- 
lege, Oxford, — When  he  q.uitted 
the  Univerfity  he  went  into  the 
Army,  and  had  a  Lieutenant's 
CommifTion  under  Lord  Raby, 
afterwards  Earl  of  Strafford,  to 
which  Noblem.an  he  dedicated 
one  of  his  Piays,  of  which  he 
has  left  three  behind  him,  whofe 
Titles  are  as  follow, 

1.  City  Lady.     C. 

2.  Lot'cr^s  Luck.     C, 

3.  Pretenders,      C. 
DoDELEY,  Mr.  Robert, — This 

ingenious  Author  is  now  living. 
In  what  Year,  or  at  what  Place 
he  was  born,  I  am  not  certain, 
though  I  have  heard  the  latter  to 
have  been  either  in  P^^arivicik- 
jhire  or  Nottinghavijh-ire  5  his  firft 
fetting  out  in  Life  was  in  a  fervile 
Station,  which  however  his  Abi- 
lities very  foon  raifed  him  from  ; 
for  having  written  the  Toyjbop, 
and  that  Piece  being  Ihewn  to 
Mr.  Pope,  the  Delicacy  of  Satire 
which  is  confpicuous  in  it,  tho* 
clcath'd  with  the  greateft  Sim- 
plicity of  Defign,  fo  ftrongly  re- 
commended it's  Author  to  the 
Notice  of  that  celebrated  Poet, 
that  he  continued  from  that  Time 
to  the  Day  of  his  Death  a  warm 
Friend  and  zealous  Patron  to  Mr. 
Dodjley,  and  altho'  he  had  him- 
felf  no  Connection  with  the  The- 
atres, yet  procured  him  fuch  an 
Interefl  as  infur'd  it's  being  im- 
mediately brought  on  the  Stage, 
v/here  it  met  with  the  Succefs  it 
merited:  as  did  alfo  a  Farce  called 
the  King  and  Miller  of  Mansfield, 
which  made  it's  Appearance  in 
the  enfuisg  Year,  'vix.  I7?6.— • 
From  the  Succefs  of  thefe  Pieces 
he  enter'd  into  that  Bufinefs 
which  of  all  others  has  the  dofeft 
Conne£lion  with,  and  the  moft 
immediate  Dependance  on,  Per- 
fons 
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fons  of  Genius  and  Literature, 
•eia.  that  of  a  Bookftller. — In 
this  Station  Mr.  Pope's  Recom- 
mendation, and  his  own  Meritj 
foon  obtained  him  not  only  the 
Countenance  of  Perfons  of  the 
iirft  Abilities,  but  alfo  of  thofe  of 
the  firft  Rank,  and  in  a  few 
Years  rais'd  him  to  grei^t  Emi- 
nence in  his  Profefiion,  in  which 
he  is  new  alrnofl:,  if  not  altoge- 
ther, at  the  Head. — Yet,  neither 
in  this  Capacity,  nor  in  that  of  a 
Writer,  has  Succefs  had  any  im- 
proper Eflett  on  him. — In  one 
Light  he  has  preferved  the  ftridt- 
eft  LTtegrity,  in  the  other  the 
mofl  becoming  Humility. — Mind- 
ful of  the  early  Encouragement 
his  own  Talents  met  with,  Jie 
has  been  ever  ready  to  give  the 
fame  Opportunity  of  Advance- 
ment to  thofe  of  others,  and  has 
on  many  Occafions  been  not  only 
the  PubHfher  but  the  Patron  of 

Genius. But  there  is  no  Cir- 

cumftance  which  adds  more  Luf- 
tre  to  his  Charafter,  than  the 
grateful  Remembrance  he  retains, 
and  ever  expreiles,  to  tiie  Me- 
mory of  thofe  to  whom  he  owed 
the  Obligation  of  his  £rll  being 
taken  Notice  of  in  Lue. — A  re 
markable  Inftance  of  which 
flievv''d  itfelf  fome  Years  ago,  in 
the  Zeal  and  Ardour  which  he 
ihew'd  in  Vindication  of  theCha- 
ra€ter  of  his  great  Patron  and 
Friend  Mr.  Pope,  from  an  Accu- 
fation  brought  againfi:  him  by  a 
late  noble  Lord  5  in  which,  what 
Juftice  or  Falihood  there  was  in 
the  Charge,  or  how  far  the  Par- 
tiality of  Friendfhip  might  or 
'might  not  paint  the  Circumftance 
itfelf  in  a  more  favourable  Light 
than  it  deferved,  I  (hall  not  here 
'pretend  to  decide;  but  it  was  cer- 
tainly the  Office  of  a  fincere 
Friend  to  ftand  up  in  Defence 
of  the  Memory  of  one,  who  no 
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longer  had  it  in  his  Power  (fiom 
the  filent  Grave)  to  anfwer  any 
Accufation  whatfcever. — -I  ffiai'l 
not,  however,  dwell  any  longer 
on  the  Amiablenefs  of  Mr.  Dva- 
Jtey''s  Character  as  a  Man,  fince 
many  befides  myfelf  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  it. — As  a  Writer, 
there  is  an  Eafe  and  Elegance  tha: 
runs  thro'  all  his  Works,  which 
fometimes  is  more  pleafing  than 
a  more  laboured  and  ornamented 
Manner. — la  Verie,  his  Num- 
bers are  fiowing,  if  not  fublime, 
and  his  Subje<5ls  conftantly  well 
chofen  and  entertaining. — —In 
Profe  he  is  familiar,  yet  chafte  j 
and  in  his  dramatic  Pieces  he  has 
ever  kept  in  his  Eye  the  one 
great  Principle,  deleBando parlter- 
pue  momndo  ; — fome  general  Mo- 
ral is  conftantly  conveyed  in  the 
general  Plan,  and  particular  In- 
ftruftion  difperfed  in  the  particu- 
lar Strokes  of  Satire. — The  Dia- 
logue moreover  is  eafy,  the  Plots 
are  fimple,  and  the  Cataftrophes 
interefting  and  pathetic. 

After  what  I  have  faid  of  them 
I  fhall  now  take  leave  of  this 
Author,  by  enumerating  his 
Pieces  as  follow,' 

I.  Blind  Beggar  of  Betlnal 
Green.     Farce. 

a.  Ckotie.     Trag. 

3.  King  and  Miller  of  Marti- 

field.     Farce. 

4.  Sir    John   Cockle    at    Court  % 

Farce. 

5.  Toyjhop.     Dram.  Satire. 

6.  Triumph  of  Pca^e.  Mafque. 
Befides  thefe,  he  has  publifhed  a 
little  Colle£tion  of  his  own  Works 
in  one  Volume  8vo.  under  the 
modeft  Title  oiTriflei  and  a  Poem 
of  confiderabie  Length,  .n..acd. 
Public  Virtue,  in  4to.   -^54. 

He    has    alio    performed    two 

Works   of  great    Service   to  the 

Cauie  of  Genius,  as  they  are  the 

Means    of   preferving    Pieces    of 

[  K  z  ]  MeTit, 
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Merit ,  that  might  otherwife 
link  into  Oblivion,  -vix,  the 
Publication  of  a  Colledlion  of 
Poems  by  different  eminent 
Hands,  in  fix  Vol.  ismo.  and  a 
Colleftion  of  Plays  by  old  Au- 
thors, in  twelve  Volumes  of  the 
fame  Size. 

Dog  GET,  Mr.  Thomas. — This 
Author  was  alfo  an  Aftor, — He 
was  born  in  Caftk-Street,  Dublin, 
and  made  his  firft  theatrical  At- 
tempt on  the  Stage  of  that  Me- 
tropolis J  but  not  meeting  with 
the  Encouragement  there  that  his 
Merit  undoubtedly  had  a  Right 
to,  he  came  over  to  England,  and 
cnter'd  himfelf  in  a  travelling 
Company,  but  from  thence  very 
foon  was  remov'd  to  London,  and 
eftabliflied  in  Lincoln  s-Inn-Fieldi 
Theatre,  where  he  was  univer- 
sally lijced  in  every  Charafter  he 
performed,  but  /hone  in  none 
rnore  conipicuouOy  than  in  thofe 
of  Ford  ,i:ift  \n  the  Old Batchelcr, 
and  her  in  Lo-ve for  Lcie,  which 
jvi:.  CcTrgiei'e,  With  whom  he 
v-as  a  very  great  Favorite,  wrote 
in  lome  Meafure  with  a  View  to 
hi&  Aianner  of  afting. 

Jn  a  few  Years  after  he  re- 
moved to  Dmry  Lane  Theatre, 
where  he  became  joint  Manager 
with  li'ilh  and  Cilber,  in  which 
Situation  he  continued  till,  en  a 
Difguft  he  took  in  the  Year  17 12, 
at  Mr.  Booth^s  being  forced  on 
them  as  a  Sh  uer  in  the  Manage 
ment,  he  threw  up  his  Part  in 
the  Property  of  the  Theatre,  the' 
it  was  look'd  on  to  have  been 
worth  a  Tlioufand  Pounds  per 
Jlnnwn.  —  He  had,  however,  by 
his  Frugality,  faved  a  competent 
Fortune  to  render  him  eafy  for 
the  Retnainder  of  his  Life,  with 
■yvhich  he  retir'd  from  the  Hurry 
of  Builnefs  in  the  very  Meridian 
of  his  Reputation. — As  an  Aftor 
lie  bad  great  Merit,  and  his  Co- 
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temporary  Cibber  informs  us  that 
he  va.  [!-•?  moft  an  original,  and 
the'  ftridleft  Obferver  of  Nature 
of  any  Ador  of  his  Time. — His 
Manner  was  original,  and  tho' 
borrowed  from  none,  frequently 
ferved  for  a  Model  to  many  5  and  he 
pofTeffeu  that  peculiar  Art  which 
fo  very  few  Performers  ae  Ma- 
fters  of,  njiz,  the  arriving  at  the 
perfectly  ridiculous,  without  Hep- 
ing  into  the  leaft  Impropriety  to" 
aitain  it.— And  fo  extreoicly  care- 
ful and  fkilful  VN'as  he  in  the 
dreffing  his  Charafters  to  the 
greateft  Exaftnefs  of  Propriety, 
that  the  leaft  Article  of  what  he 
W'Ore  frem'd  in  fome  Meafure  to 
fpeak  and  mark  the  different  Hu- 
mour he  prefented ;  a  neceffary 
Care  in  a  Comedian,  in  which 
many  Performers  are  but  too  re- 
mi  fs. 

Mr.  Dogget  lived  fome  Years 
after  his  quitting  the  Stage,  hav-. 
ing,  as  1  before  obrerv''d,  roaae, 
himleif  independent  of  Bufinefsj^ 
by  his  Care  and  Oeccnomy  while. 

he  was  in  it. -In  h^s  political 

Principles  he  was,  in  the  Words 
of  Sir  Bichard  Steele,  a  Wljg  up 
to  the  Head  ard  Ears  ;  and  fo 
ftridfly  was  he  attached  to  the 
Intereds  of  the  Houfe  of  Hano- 
ler,  that  he  never  let  flip  any 
Occaficn  that  prefented  itfelf,  of 
demonftrating  his  Sentiments  in 
that  Refpea, — One  Inftance  a- 
mong  others  is  well  known, 
which  is,  that  the  Year  after 
King  George  I,  came  to  the 
Th:one,  this  Performer  gave  a 
Waterman's  Coat  and  Silver 
Badge,  to  be  rowed  for  by  Six 
Watermen,  on  the  firft  Day  of 
Augiifi,  being  the  Annverfary  of 
that  King's  Accefljon  to  the 
Throne. — And  at  his  Death  be- 
queathed a  certain  Sum  of  Mo- 
ney, the  Intereft  of  which  was 
to  be  appropriated  annually,  fo^ 
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ever,  to  the  Purchafe  of  a  like 
Coat  and  Badge,  to  be  rowed  for 
in  Honour  of  the  Day. — Which 
Ceremony  is  every  Year  perform- 
ed on  the  firfl  of  Augufl,  the 
Claimants  fetting  out  on  a  Signal 
given  at  that  Time  of  the  Tide 
when  the  Current  is  ftrongeft  a- 
gaind:  them,  and  rowing  from  the 
Old  Sivan  near  London  Bridge  to 
the  White  Sivan  at  Chclfea, 

As  a  Writer,  Mr.  Dogget  has 
left  behind  him  only  one  Come- 
'dy,  which  has  not  been  perform- 
ed in  it's  original  Form,  for  ma- 
ny Years,   entitled. 

The  Country  Wake.     C. 
It  has  been   alter'd  however  into 
a  Ballad  Farce,  which  frequently 
makes  its   Appearance  under  the 
Title  of, 

Flora,  or  Uoh  in  the  Well. 
Dor  MAN,  Mr. — This  Gentle- 
man did,  and  perhaps  ftill  does, 
live  at  Hampjiead. — I  know  how- 
ever nothing  more  of  him  than 
that  he  is  the  Author  of  one  Play, 
entitled, 

Sir  Roger    de   Coverley, 

Com. 
Dorset,  Earl  of,  Vid.  Buck- 
hurst,  Lord. 

Dover,    Mr.    John. This 

Gentleman  was  the  Son  of  hlr. 
Robert  Dover,  an  eminent  A.ttor- 
ney  at  Law,  at  a  Place  cali'd 
B  oft  on  on  the  Heath,  in  Warioick- 
fmre,  and  the  chief  Direftor  and 
Manager  of  an  Affembly  called 
the  O'ympic  Gatnes,  which  were 
annually  celebrated  upon  Cotfiusld 
Hill,  in  G loucefierfoire. —O^iv  An- 
thor  received  his  Education  at 
Magdalen  College,  Oxon.  from 
whence,  being  intended  by  his 
Father  for  the  Law,  he  removed 
to  Gray's-Inn,   and   was  called  to 

the  Bar. The  Oratory  of  the 

Courts,  however,   not  fuiting  his 

Inclination  fo  well  as  that  of  the 

_  Pulpit^  he  foon  quitted  the  Law, 
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and  took  Orders  j  and  Coxeter 
tells  us,  that  at  the  Time  his 
Notes  were  written,  Mr.  Dover 
was  a    Minifter  of  the  Gofpel  at 

Drayton,  in    Oxford/hire. The 

exait  Period  of  his  Birth  I  find 
no  where  recorded,  but  imagine 
he  muft  have  lived  to  a  confider- 
able  Age,  as  the  Time  of  Cox- 
eter\  Writing,  when  he  mentions 
him  as  living,  could  not  at  the 
earlieft  be  fooner  than  1720,  and 
a  Play  which  he  publi/hed,  and 
which  he  declares  to  have  been 
his  Amufement  after  the  Fatigues 
of  the  Law,  was  publi/hed  ac- 
cording to  Langbaine  in  1677, 
and  according  to  Coxeter^  MS. 
there  was  an  Edition  llill  ten 
Years  earlier,  viz.,  in  1667.— 
The  Title  of  it  is, 

''J'hc  Roman  Generals,      T. 

DowER,   E. Who,    or  of 

what  Profeffion  this  Author  was, 
I  know  not  j  but  he  feems  by  his 
Writings  to  have  been  the  moft 
perfect  Profeffor  of  Po%'erty  that 
ever  devoted  himfelf  to  the  tat- 
ter'd  Sifters  of  Pamaji/s  j  for  the 
few  Poems  he  has  published 
breathe  nothing  but  Complaints 
of  his  deftitute  and  diftrefs'd  Con- 
dition j  and  indeed,  his  Brain 
feems  to  have  been  quite  as 
empty  as  his  Pockets. — He  has 
printed  the  Poems  above-men- 
tioned, together  with  a  Narrative, 
in  which  he  cafts  the  moft  levere 
Condemnations  on  the  Maiager 
of  one  of  the  Theatres,  and  on 
the  late  Dutchefs  Dowager  of 
Marlhcrough,  for  not  having  given 
him  Money,  as  a  Reward  for  his 
having  deprived  the  Community 
of  perhaps  a  good  Porter  or  Cob- 
ler,  in  the  Attempt  to  make  a 
moft  execrable  Scribbler, — \Vith 
thefe  he  has  publiftied  a  dramatic 
Piece,  which,  tho'  far  from  hav- 
ing any  Merit  in  Point  of  Plot 
or  Charafter,  yet  is  fo  far  tole- 
[  K  3  j  rable 
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Table  with  Refpeft  to  the  Lan- 
guage, and  fo  far  Superior  to  any 
of  the  other  Specimens  he  has 
given  us  of  his  Writing,  that, 
notvvith (landing  the  Abufe  he  has 
dar'd  to  vent  againil  Mr.  Fl — t- 
IV — d  for  not  accepting  it,  I  can 
fcarcely  believe  it  to  have  been 
his  own. — It  is  called 

The  Salopian  Squire.    Dra- 
matic  Tale. 

Drake,  Dr.  Jame%. This 

Gentleman  was  born  at  Cambridge 

in. 1667. He  vi'as  educated  at 

Gontnlle  and  Caiui  College,  Cam- 
bridge,  where  he  took  his  De- 
grees in  Phyfic. — He  became  af- 
terwards a  Fellow  of  the  College 
of  Phyficians,  and  attained  to 
confiderabie  Eminence  in  that 
Piofelhon. — He  wrote  one  dra- 
matic Piece,  entitled. 
The  Siiam  La^wyer,  C, 
Drayton,  Mr.  Michael.  •• 
This  Gentleman,  who  was  a  Poet 
of  great  Renown  in  the  Reigns 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  James  I.  and 
Charles  I.  was  of  a  very  ancient 
Family,  originally  defcended  from 
the  Town  of  Drayton  in  Leicef- 
terjkire  ;  but  his  Parents  remov- 
ing into  PFarivickpire,  he  was 
born  at  a  little  Village,  called 
Earful,  in  that  County,  in  1563. 
Whilft  he  was  extremely  young, 
he  ^ave  fach  Proofs  of  a  growing 
Genius,  as  render'd  him  a  Fa- 
vorite v/ith  his  Tutors,  and  pra- 
cur'd  him  the  Patronage  of  fome 
Perfons  of  Diftinftion  ;  for  from 
his  own  Words  we  may  gather, 
that  even  at  ten  Years  of  Age  he 
had  made  a  confiderable  Profi- 
ciency in  the  Latin  Tongue,  and 
was  Page  to  fome  Perfon  of  Qua- 
lity.— Sir  Ajion  Cockain  mentions 
his  having  been  for  fome  Time  a 
Student  at  Oxford,  tho'  it  is  moft 
probable  that  he  compleatcd  his 
Studies  at  the  other  Univerfity. 
—His  Propenfity  to  Poetry  was 
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extremely  ftrong,  even  from  his 
Infancy,  and  we  find  the  moll  of 
his  principal  Poems  publiihed, 
and  himfelf  highly  diftinguiflied 
as  a  Poet,  by  the  Time  he  was 
about  thirty  Years  of  Age.  —  It 
appears,  from  his  Poem  of  Mofes^s 
Birth  and  Miracles,  thathewasa 
Speftator  at  Dowr  of  the  famous 
Spanijb  Armada,  and  it  is  not 
improbable,  that  he  was  engaged 
in  fome  military  Employment 
there. — It  is  certain,  that  net  on-" 
ly  for  his  Merit  as  a  Writer,  but 
his  valuable  Qualities  as  a  Man, 
he  was  held  in  high  Eftimation, 
and  ftrongly  patronized  by  feveral 
Perfonages  of  Confequence  j  par- 
ticularly by  Sir  Betity  Goodere,  Sir 
JValterAfion^  and  the  Countefs  of 
Bedford,  to  the  firft  of  whom  he 
owns  himfelf  indebted  for  great 
Part  of  his  Education,  and  by  the 
fecond  he  was  for  many  Years 
fupported. 

At  the  Coronation  of  King 
Jari'^es  I,  Sir  Walter  Ajion  fixed 
on  Mr.  Drayton  as  one  of  the 
'Squires  to  attend  him  at  his 
Creation  of  Knight  of  the  Bath, 
and  it  has  been  alledged  that,, 
during  King  fames'^  Miniflry, 
our  Poet  was  inftrumental  in  % 
Correfpondence  carried  on  betweeri 
that  Prince  and  Queen  Elizabeth^ 
■ — This  Affertion,  however,  v/ants. 
Confirmation,  and  the  rather,  as 
we  find  that,  tho'  Drayton  did 
unqueftionably  ftoop  to  grofs  Flat- 
tery to  that  Monarch,  in  fome 
Poems  written  on  his  Acceflica, 
yet  he  met  with  no  Preferment 
from  him,  and  even  his  Poems 
themfelves  met  with  a  very  cool 
and  unfavourable  Reception. 

His  Poems  are  very  numerous, 
and  fo  elegant,  that  his  Manner 
has  been  copied  by  many  modera 
Writers  of  Eminence  fince. 
Among  there  the  moft  celebrated 
one  is  the  Poly-OlbiQn,  which  is. 
a  Ds. 
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a  Defcription  of  the  feveral  Parts 
of  this  Ifland,  in  twelve  Foot 
Verk,  and  contained  in  thirty 
Books,  or,  as  ths  Author  has 
iimfelf  called  them.   Songs. 

Neither  Langbaitje,  "Jacob,  nor 
any  of  the  other  Writers  have 
mentioned  him  as  a  Dramatift, 
but  Coxeter  tells  us,  that  he  has 
feen  an  old  MS.  to  the  Play, 
called. 

The  Merry  Devil  of  Edmonton. 
Com. 
which  declares  it  to  have  been 
written  by  Michael  Drayton,  Efq; 
and  as  the  carlieft  Edition  of  that 
Piece  is  dated  in  16.(2,  at  which 
Time  our  Author  was  in  very 
high  Eftimation,  it  is  mofl:  pro- 
bable to  have  been  his. 

This  celebrated  Bard  died  in 
1631.  being  68  Years  of  Age, 
and  was  buried  among  the  Poets 
in  Wefiv-infier-Alhey. — Over  his 
Grave  is  erefied  a  handfome  Ta- 
ble Monument  of  Blue  Mirble, 
adorned  with  his  Effigies  in  Bufto 
lauieated. 

Drury,  Uhomas. Of  this 

Gentleman  I  know  nothing  more, 
than  that  he  was  an  Attorney  at 
Lav/,  and  wrote  the  three  foliow- 
jpg  Farces,  t^iz. 

I.  Devil  of  a   Duke.     Ballad 
Farce. 

a.  Mock  Captain.     F. 

3.   Rival  Milliners.      F. 

Dry  DEN,  John,  Efrj — —As 
this  very  eminent  Pi^et  had  hut 
little  C  ncern  with  public  Aflairs, 
any  farther  than  by  his  Writings, 
and  as  the  Incidents  of  his  Life 
had  no  great  Variety  in  them,  or 
at  leafl:  very  few  of  them  are  on 
Record,  I  fliall  moftiy  confine 
myfelf  in  this  Detail  of  his  Hif- 
tory,  to  his  Proceedings  and  Pro- 
grefs  in  lirerary  ard  pociical 
Fame. — It  will  therefore  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  inform  my  Readers, 
that  be  was  the  Son  of  Erafmus 
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Dryden,  Efq;  of  ^ichmarfh,  and' 
Grandfon  of  Sir  Erafmus  Dr^iderf 
of  Canonjbury,  both  in  Ntrthamp- 
tonPnre,  and  that  he  was  bora 
fome  Time  in  the  Year  163  i,  at 
Cld^zuiticle,  or  Aldwincle  near  Outi' 
die,  in  the  faid  County  j  a  Vil- 
lage, v/hich,  as  he  himfelf  in- 
forms us,  belonged  to  the  Earl  of 
Exeter,  and  v;hich  was  alfa  fa- 
mous for  giving  Birth  to  the  ce- 
lebrated Dr.  Thomas  Fuller,  the 
Hiftorian. 

He  received  the  Rudiments  of 
his  Grammar  Learning  at  JVefi- 
wirfiir  School,  under  the  learned 
Dr.  Bujhy,  and  from  thence  was 
removed  in  1650  to  Cand-ridge, 
being  eleftej  .'^cholar  of  'Tnnity 
College,  of  which  he  appears,  by 
his  Latin  Verfes  in  the  Epithala- 
mia   Ca-'tabrigierf.  4to.   1662.  to 

have  been  afterwards  a  Fellow. 

Yet  in  his  earlier  Days  he  gave 
no  very  extraordinary  Indications 
of  Genius,  fo--,  even  the  Year 
before  he  quitted  the  Univerfity,. 
he  wrote  a  Poem  on  the  Death  of 
Lord  Hajiiijgs,  which  was  by  no 
Means  a  Prefage  of  that  amazing 
Perfeftion  in  poetical  Powers 
v/hich  he  aftervv-ards  pofiefs"d. — 
His  firft  Play,  visi.  the  Wild 
Gallants,  did  not  appear  till  he 
was  not  much  lefs  than  forty 
Years  of  Agt,  and  then  met  with 
fuch  indifferent  Succefs,  that  had 
not  NeceiTity  afterwards  com- 
pelled hira  to  purfue  the  arduous 
Tafic,  the  EngUp  Stage  had  per- 
haps never  been  favoured  with 
fome  of  it's  brighteft  Ornamen-ts. 

But  to  proceed  more  regularly. 
— On  the  Death  of  Oliver  Crom- 
ivell  he  vvTOte  fome  heroic  Stan- 
zas to  his  Memory  j  but  on  the 
Reftoration ,  be.ng  defirous  of 
ingratiating  hiixfelf  v/ith  the  new? 
Court,  he  wrote,  firft,  a  Poem 
entitled  Aftraa  redux,  and  after^ 
wards  a  Paaegyrick  to  the  King 
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en  his  Covonationr — In  1662,  he 
addrefied  a  Poem  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Hydcy  prefented  on 
Ne^'-Tear'' 5  Day  ;  and  in  the 
fame  Year  a  Satire  on  the  Dutch. 
—In  1668  appear'd  his  Annus 
Mirabihs,  which  was  an  hiftorical 
Poem  in  Celebration  of  the  Duke 
of  7'ork\  Vidtory  over  the  Dutch. 
— Thefe  Pieces  at  length  obtain- 
ed him  the  Favour  of  the  Crown, 
and  Sir  VViUiam  D""  Aver  ant  dying 
the  fame  Year,  Mi".  Dryden  v/i.s 
appointed  to  fucceed  him  as  Poet- 
Laureat. — About  this  Time  alfo 
his  Inclination  for  writing  for  the 
Stage  feems  firll  to  have  fhewn 
itfelf,  for,  bcfides  his  Concern 
with  Sir  William  D'' Aver. ant  in 
the  Alteration  of  Shakefpeeres 
Tempcft,  which  was  the  laft  Work 
that  Gentleman  was  engaged  in, 
Mr.  Dryden  in  1669  produced 
his  Wild  Gallants,  a  Comedy. — 
This,  as  I  have  before  obferved, 
met  with  very  indifteientSuccefs  j 
yet  the  Author,  not  being  dif- 
couraged  by  it's  Failure,  foon  af- 
ter gave  the  Public  his  Indian 
Emperor,  which  finding  a  more 
favourable  Reception,  encouraged 
him  to  pi-oceed,  and  that  with 
fuch  Rapidity  that,  in  the  Key 
to  the  Duke  of  Bi'.ckir.^haviz  Re- 
hearfal,  he  is  recorded  to  have 
engaged  himfelf  by  Contrafl:  for 
the  writing  of  four  Plays  per 
.  Year  j  and  indeed,  in  the  Years 
J  679  and  1680,  he  appears  to  have 
fulfilled  that  Contraft.— To  this 
unhappy  Neceflity  that  our  Au- 
thor lay  under,  are  to  be  attri- 
buted all  thofe  Irregularities, 
thofebombafti*  Flights,  andfome- 
times  even  puerile  Exuberances, 
which  he  has  been  lo  feverely 
criticized  on  for,  and  which,  in 
the  unavoidable  Hurry  in  which 
he  wrote,  it  was  impoffible  he 
fliould  find  Time  to  revife,  either 
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for  the  lopping  away  or  correfl- 
ing. — This  alfo  is  furely  a  fuffi- 
cient  Excufe  for  his  borrowing 
many  Things  both  with  Regard 
to  his  general  Plots,  and  the 
particular  Incidents  of  fome  of 
his  Plays,  from  other  Authors, 
and  indeed,  it  is  much  lefs  to  be 
wonder'd,  that  under  all  thefe  Dif-  , 
advantages  he  was  obliged  to  ap- 
ply to  thofe  Refources  which  his 
Enemies  have  affixed  the  Charge 
of  Plagiarifm  on  him  for,  than 
that  he  fhould  produce  fo  many 
admirable  Originals  as  in  Defpite 
of  them  all  he  has  dene  ;  for 
even  at  the  very  Period  I  have 
mentioned,  we  find  two  of  the 
beft  Plays  our  Language  has  been 
honoured  with,  'uiz.  The  Spa- 
nifh  Fryar  and  All  for  Lo've,  in 
the  Number  of  thofe  Publica- 
tions. 

In  1675,  *h^  ■^^'■^  °^  Rocheftery 
wbofe  envious  and  malevolent 
Difpcfition  would  not  permit  him 
to  fee  growing  Merit  meet  with 
it's  due  Reward,  and  was  there- 
fore fincerely  cliagrin'd  at  the 
very  jufi:  Applaufe  which  Mr. 
Drydins  dramatic  Pieces  had  been 
received  with,  was  determined, 
if  poffible,  to  fhake  his  Intereft 
at  Court,  and  fucceeded  fo  far  as- 
to  recommend  Mr.  Crotvne,  an 
Author  by  no  Means  of  equal  Me- 
ritj  and  at  that  Time  of  an  ob- 
fcure  Reputation,  to  write  a 
Mafqve  for  the  Court,  which  cer- 
tainly  belonged  to   Mr.  Dryden  ^ 

Office  as  Poet   Laureat Nor 

was  this  the  only  Attack,  nor 
indeed  the  moft  potent  one,  that 
Mr.  ZJryi^fn'sjufHv acquired  Fame 
drew  on  him, forfome  Years  before 
the  Duke  of  Fuckingham,  a  Man 
of  not  much  better  a  Chacafter 
than  Lord  Rochefler,  had  mofr  fe- 
verely ridiculed  feveral  of  our  Au- 
thor's Plays,  in  bis  admired  Piece 
called 
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called  tht  Rehcarfa/.— Bat  though 
the  intnnfic  Wit  which  runs 
through  that  Performance  cannot 
even  to  this  Hour  fail  or  exciting 
our  Laughter,  yet  at  the  fame 
Time  it  ought  not  to  be  the 
Standard  on  which  we  fliould  fix 
Mr.  Drydeii's  poetical  Reputation, 
if  we  confider  that  the  Pieces 
there  ridicued  are  not  any  of  thofe 
•which  are  loeka  on  as  the  Ckef 
V Gcuvres  of  this  Author,  that 
the  very  PafTages  burlefqued,  are 
frequently,  in  their  original 
Places,  much  lefs  rid'culcus,  than 
when  thus  detached,  like  a  rotten 
Limb,  from  the  Body  of  tiie 
Work,  and  expofedto  View  v.hh 
additional  Diltortions,  and  divert- 
ed ot  that  Connection  with  the 
other  Part?,  which,  while  it  pre- 
ferved,  gave  it  not  ci.Iy  Symme- 
try but  Beauty  ;  and  laftly,  that 
the  various  inimitable  Beauties, 
which  the  Critic  ha?  funk  in  Ob 
livion,  are  infinitely  more  nu- 
inerous  than  the  Deformities 
which  he  has  thus  induflriOufly 
brought  forth  to  cur  more  imme- 
diate Infpedion. 

Mr.  Dryden,  however,  did  not 
■fuffer  thefe  Attacks  to  pafs  with 
Impunity,  for  in  1679  there  came 
out  an  Ejjay  on  Siztire,  faid  to  be 
written  jointly  by  that  Gentle- 
man and  the  Earl  of  Mu/grave, 
containing  fome  very  fevere  Re- 
flexions on  the  Earl  of  Rochefter 
and-  the  Dutchefs  of  Portjmouth, 
who,  it  is  not  improbable,  might 
be  a  joint  Inftrument  in  the 
above-mentioned  Affront  fhewn 
to  Mr.  Dryden,  and  in  16S1  ie 
publifhed  his  Abfalom  and  Achi- 
t'jphel,  in  which  the  well-kn.)wn 
Charafter  of  Zimri,  drawn  for 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  is  cer- 
tainly fevere  enough  to  repay  all 
the  Ridicule  thrown  on  him  by 
that  Nobleman  in  the  Character 
ef  Bayes,  — —  The  Rsfentment 
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flievvn  by  the  different  Peers  was 
very  different  ;  Lord  Rochjier, 
who  was  a  Coward  as  well  as  a 
Man  of  the  moft  depraved  Mo- 
rals, bafely  hireJ  three  Ruffians 
to  cu.igel  Dfyd.n  in  a  Coffee- 
houfe  ;  but  the  Duke  of  Bucking" 
ham,  as  we  are  told,  in  a  more 
open  Manner,  took  that  Ta/k 
on  himfelf,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
prM"ned  iimi  with  a  Purfe  con- 
taining no  very  trifling  Sum  of 
Money,  telling  bim  that  he  gave 
him  the  Beating  as  a  Punilhrnent 
for  his  Lnpudence,  but  beftowed 
the  Gold  on  him  as  a  Reward  for 
his  W.t 

In  )  6Xv :  was  publiflied  a  Tranf- 
laton  of  Ovid's  EpifJes  in  Englifo 
Verfe,  by  feveral  Hands,  two  of 
which,  tor,ci.her  with  the  Preface, 
were  by  Mr.  Dnden. — In  1682, 
came  out  liis  Rel'gio  Laid,  de- 
figned  as  a  Deicnce  of  revealed 
RL-ligion,  apainft  Ddfts,  Pap  fts, 
fefc  and  n  1634,  ht  publiihed  a 
Tranlanon  of  M.  ALimlfcuyg's 
Hiftory  of  the  Leagu  -,  which  ha 
had  undertaken  by  the  Command 

of  King  Ctarirs  II. On   the 

Death  of  that  Prime  he  wrote  a 
Poem  facred  to  h'.s  Memory,  en- 
titled Thrtnodia  A:gi'ftalis. 

Soon  after  the  Acceilion  of 
Kng  Jama  II.  our  Author 
changed  his  Religion,  for  tliat  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  and  wrote 
two  Pieces  in  Vindication  of  the 
Romijh  Tenets,  w'x.  A  Dtfitice  of 
the  Papers,  written  by  the  late 
King,  of  blefftd  Memory,  found 
in  his  ftrong  Box,  and  the  cele-» 
brated  Poem,  afterwards  anfwer- 
ed  by  Lord  Hallifax,  entitled  the 
Hind  and  the  Panther.— V>y  this 
extraordinary  Step  he  not  only 
engaged  himfelf  in  Controverfy, 
and  incuired  much  Ceiifure  and 
Ridicule  from  his  Cotemporai-y 
Wits,  but,  on  the  Completion  of 
the  Revolution,  being,  ouAcco«at 
of 
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of  his  nevv'ly  - chofen  Religion, 
difqualified  fram  bearing  any  Of- 
fice under  the  Governnient,  he 
was  ftripped  of  the  Laurel,  which 
to  his  ftill  greater  Mortification 
was  beftowed  on  Richard  Flecknce, 
a  Man  to  whom  he  had  a  moft 
fettled  Averfion. — This  Circum  ■ 
ftance  occafioned  his  writing  the 
very  fevere  Poem,  called  Mac 
Fk'cknoe, 

Mr.  Drydcns  Clrcumftances 
had  never  been  affluent,  but  now 
being  deprived  of  this  little  Sup- 
port, he  found  himfelf  reduced 
to  the  Neceffity  of  writing  for 
meer  Bread. — We  confequently 
find  him  from  this  Period  en- 
gaged in  Works  of  Labour  as  well 
as  Genius,  njisi,  m  tranflating 
Works  of  others  j  and  to  this 
Neceffity  perhaps  our  Nation 
stands  indebted  for  fome  of  the 
beft  Tranflations  extant. — In  the 
Year  he  loft  the  Laurel  he  pub- 
liflied  the  Life  of  St.  Francis  Xa- 
viery  from  the  French. — In  1693, 
came  out  a  Tranflation  oiywvenal 
and  Perjius,  in  the  firft  ot  which 
he  had  a  confiderable  Hand,  and 
of  the  latter  the  entire  Execu- 
tion.— In  1695  w:-s  puMl'hed  his 
Profe  Verfion  of  Frefnoys  Art  of 
Painting,  and  the  Year  1697 
gave  the  World  that  Tranflation 
of  FirgiPs  Works  entire,  which 
ftill  does,  and  perhaps  ever  will, 
ftand  foremoft  among  the  At- 
tempts made  on  that  Author. — 
The  Petite  Pieces  of  this  eminent 
Writer,  fuch  as  Prologues,  Epi- 
Jogues,  Epitaphs,  Elegies,  Songs, 
C^c.  are  too  numerous  to  fpecify 
here,  and  too  much  difperfed  to 
direft  the  Reader  to. — The  great- 
eft  Part  of  them  however  are  to 
be  found  in  a  Colle£lion  of  Mif- 

cellanic-s,  in  fix  Vol.  12-no 

His  laft  Work  is  what  is  called 
his  Fables,  which  confift  of  many 
of  the  moft  inteiefting  Stories  in 
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Hsmer,  Ovid,  Boccace  and  Chau- 
cer, tran/lated  or  modernized  in  ' 
the  moft  elegant  and  poetical  I 
Manner,  together  with  fome  ori- 
ginal Pieces,  among  which  is  that 
amazing  Ode  on  St.C^c///<2's  Day, 
which,  tho'  written  in  the  very 
Decline  of  it's  Author's  Life,  and 
at  a  Period  v>'hen  Old  Age  and 
Diftrefs  confpired  as  it  were  to 
damp  his  poetic  Ardor  and  clip 
the  Wings  of  Fancy,  yet  poflefTe's 
fo  much  of  both,  as  would  be 
fufficient  to  have  render'd  him 
immortal,  had  he  never  written 
a  fingle  Line  befides. 

Drydcn  married  the  Lady  E!i- 
Tuabcih  Hunvard,  Sifter  to  the  Earl 
of  Berkjhire,  who  furvived  him 
eight  Yea  s,  though  for  the  laft 
four  of  them  fhe  was  a  Lunatic, 
having  been  deprived  of  her  Senfes 

by  a  nervous  Fever. By  this 

Lady  he  had  three  Sons,  who  all 

furvived   him. Their  Names 

were  Charles,  yobn  and  Henry.-— 
Of  the  laft  of  thefe  I  can  trace 
no  Particulars. — The  fecond  foms 
little  Account  will  be  given  of  in 
the  fucceeding  Article,  and  with 
Refpeft  to  the  eldeft  there  is  a 
Circumftance  related  by  Charles 
Wiljon,  Efq;  in  his  Life  of  Con- 
grcve,  which  feems  fo  well  at- 
tefted,  and  is  itfelf  of  fo  very  ex- 
traordinary a  Nature,  that  I  can- 
not avoid  admitting  it  to  a  Place 
here. — The  Event  is  as  follows. 

Dryden,  with  all  his  Under- 
flanding,  was  weak  enough  to  be 
fond  of  Judicial  Aftrology,  and 
ufcd  to  calculate  the  Nativity  of 
his  Children. — When  his  Lady 
was  in  Labour  with  his  Son 
Charles,  he  beiiag  told  it  was  de- 
cent to  withdraw,  laid  his  Watch 
on  the  Table,  begging  one  of  the 
Ladies  then  prefent,  in  a  moft 
folemn-  Manner,  to  take  exacft 
Notice  of  the  very  Minute  the 
Child  was  born,  which  fhe  did, 
and 
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.and  acquainted  him  with  it.— — 
^bout  a  Week  after,  when  his 
Lady  was  pretty  well  recovered, 
Mr.  Dryden  took  Occafion  to  tell 
her  that  he  had  been  calculating 
the  Child's  Nativity,  and  obferv- 
cd,  with  Grief,  that  he  was  born 
in  an  evil  Hour,  for  "Jupiter,  Ve- 
rtus  and  the  Sun,  were  all  under 
the  Earth,  and  the  Lord  of  his 
Afcendant  afflifted  with  a  hate- 
ful Square  of  Mars  and  Saturn. — 
If  he  lives  to  arrive  at  the  8th 
Year,  fays  he,  "  he  will  go  near 
*'  to  d'e  a  violent  Death  on  his 
"very  Birth -Day,  but  if  he 
*'  fliould  efcape,  as  I  fee  but  fmall 
"  Hopes,  he  will  in  the  23d 
*'  Year  be  under  the  very  fame 
*'  evil  Direftion,  and  if  he  ftould 
"  efcape  that  alfo,    the    33d    or 

"  34th  Year  is,  I  fear" here 

he  was  interrupted  by  the  immo- 
derate Grief  of  his  Lady,  who 
could  no  longer  hear  Calamity 
prophecied  to  befall  her  Son. — 
The  Time  at  laft  came,  and  y^u- 
gtiji  was  the  inaufpirious  Month 
in  which  young  Dryden  was  to 
enter  into  the  eighth  Year  of  his 
Age.— The  Court  being  in  Pro- 
grefs,  and  Mr.  Dryden  at  leifure, 
he  was  invited  to  the  Countiy- 
Seat  of  the  Earl  of  Berkjhire,  his 
Erother-in-Law,  to  keep  the  long 
Vacation  with  him  in  Charlton  in 
Wilts -^  his  Lady  was  invited  to 
her  Uncle  Mordaunt^s,  to  pafs 
the  Remainder  of  the  Summer. — 
When' they  came  to  divide  the 
Children,  Lady  Elizabeth  would 
have  him  take  John,  and  fuffer 
her  to  take  Charles  ;  but  Mr. 
Dryden  was  too  abfolute,  and 
they  parted  in  Anger  ;  he  took 
Charles  with  him,  and  fhe  was 
obliged  to  be  content  with  John. 
When  the  fatal  Day  came,  the 
Anxiety  of  the  Lady's  Spirits  oc- 
cafioned  fuch  an  Effervefcence  of 
Blood,  as  threw  her  into  fo  vio- 
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lent  a  Fever,  that  her  Life  way 
defpaired  of,  till  a  Letter  came 
from  Mr.  Dryden,  reproving  her 
for  her  Womaniih  Credulity,  and 
afTi-ring  her  that  her  Child  was 
well,  which  recovered  her  Spirits, 
and  in  fix  Weeks  after  /he  re- 
ceived an  EcclairciiTement  of  the 
whole  Afiair.  —  Mr.  Dryden,  ei- 
ther through  Fear  of  being  reck- 
oned fuperftitious,  or  thinking  it 
a  Science  beneath  his  Study,  was 
extremely  cautious  of  letting  any 
one  know  that  he  was  a  Dealer 
ill  Aftrology  ;  therefore  could  not 
excufe  his  Abfence,  on  his  Son's 
Anniverfary  ,  from  a  general 
Hunting  Match  Lord  Berkjhirt 
had  made,  to  which  all  the  ad- 
jacent Gentlemen  were  invited. 
When  he  went  out,  he  took  Care 
to  fet  the  Boy  a  double  Exercife 
in  the  Latin  Tongue,  which  he 
tau2ht  his  Children  himfelf,  with 
a  ftridl  Charge  not  to  ftir  out  of 
the  Room  till  his  Return  ;  well 
knowing  the  Tafk  he  had  fet 
him  would  take  up  longer  Time, 
Charles  was  performing  his  Dutv, 
in  Obedience  to  his  Father,  bwt 
as  ill  Fate  would  have  it,  the 
Stag  made  towards  the  Houfe  j 
and  the  Noife  alarming  the  Ser- 
vants, they  hafted  put  to  fee  the 
Sport. — One  of  them  took  young 
Dryden  by  the  Hand,  and  led  him 
out  to  fee  it  alfo,  when,  juft  as 
they  came  to  the  Gate,  rhe  Stag 
being  at  Bay  with  the  Dogs,  made 
a  bold  Pufh,  and  leaped  over  the 
Court  Wall,  which  was  very  low, 
and  very  old  ;  and  the  Dogs  fol- 
lowing, threw  down  a  Part  of  the 
Wall  ten  Yards  in  Length,  un- 
der which  Charles  Dryden  lay  bu- 
ried.— He  was  immediately  dug 
out,  and  after  fix  Weeks  lan- 
guifhing  in  a  dangerous  Way  he 
recovered  ;  fo  far  Dryden's  Pre- 
diflion  was  fulfilled  :  In  the 
tv.-enty~third  Year  of  his  Age, 
Charlis 
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CE-ar^fi  fell  from  the  Top  of  an 
oU  Tower  belonging  to  the  Va- 
tican at  Rome,  occafioned  by  a 
Swimming  in  his  Head,  with 
which  he  was  feized,  the  Heat 
of  the  Day  being  exceflive. — He 
again  recovered,  but  was  ever  af- 
ter in  a  languifli  ng  fickjy  State. 
In  the  thirty-thicd  Year  of  his 
Age,  being  returned  to  England, 
he  was  unhappily  drowned  at 
Tf'^ivdfor. — He  had  with  another 
Gentlenian  fwam  twice  ever  the 
^Thames  j  but  returning  a  third 
Time,  it  was  fuppofed  he  was 
taken  with  the  Cramp,  becaufe 
he  called  out  for  Help,  tho'  too 
late.— Thus  the  Father's  Calcu- 
lation proved  but  too  prophetical. 
At  laO,  after  a  long  Life, 
harrafs'd  with  the  moft  laborious 
of  all  Fatigues,  viz.  that  of  the 
Mind,  and  continually  made 
anxious  by  DiOrefs  and  Difficulty, 
our  Authtr  departed  this  Life  on 
the  firft  of  May  1701,  and  was 
interred  In  Wejiminfler-Ahbey, — 
On  the  19th  of  ^r/7he  had  been 
very  bad  with  the  Gout  and  Eri- 
fipelas  in  one  leg  j  but  he  was 
then  fomewhat  recovered,  and 
<lefigned  to  go  abroad  j  on  the 
Friday  following  he  eat  a  Par- 
tridge for  his  Supper,  and  going 
to  take  a  Turn  in  the  little  Gar- 
den behind  his  Houfe  in  Gerard- 
Street,  he  was  feized  with  a  vi- 
olent Pain  under  the  Bail  of  the 
great  Toe  of  his  right  Foot  j  that, 
unable  to  fland,  he  cried  out  for 
Help,  and  was  carried  in  by  his 
Servants,  when,  upon  (ending  for 
Surgeons,  they  found  a  fmall 
black  Spot  in  the  Place  affeded  j 
he  fubmitted  to  their  prefent  Ap- 
plications, and  when  gone  called 
his  Son  Charles  to  him,  ufing 
thefe  Words.  —  "I  know  this 
<'  black  Spot  is  a  Mortification  : 
**  I  know  alfo,  that  it  will  feize 
**  my  Head,  and  that  they  will 
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"  attempt  to  cut  ofF  my  Leg } 
*''but  I  command  you  my  Son, 
"  by  your  filial  Duty,  that  you 
'•'  do  not  fuffer  me  to  be  difmem- 
"  bered  :  '  As  he  foretold,  the 
Event  proved,  and  his  Son  was 
too  dutiful  to  difobey  his  Fa' 
ther's  Commands. 

On  the  Wednejday  Morning 
following,  he  breathed  his  laft, 
under  the  mort  excruciating  Pains, 
in  the  69th  Year  of  his  Age. 

The  Day  after  Mr.  Dryden\ 
Death,  the  Dean  of  Wejiminjlei" 
fent  Word  to  Mr.  Dry  dens  Wi- 
dow, that  he  would  make  a  Pre- 
fent of  the  Ground,  and  all  other 
Abbey- Fees  for  the  Funeral  :— 
The  Lord  Halifax  likewife  fent 
to  the  Lady  Elixabetb,  and  to 
Mr.  Charles  Dryden,  offering  to 
defray  the  Expences  of  our  Poet's 
Funeral,  and  afterwards  to  be- 
ftow  500  1.  on  a  Monument  in  ! 
the  Abbey  ;  W'hich  generous  Of- 
fer was  accepted. — Accordingly, 
on  Sunday  following,  the  Com- 
pany being  affembled,  the  Corpfe 
was  put  into  a  Velvet  Hearfe, 
attended  by  eighteen  mourning 
Coaches. — When  they  were  ju ft  I 
ready  to  move,  Lord  "Jefferys,  Son 
of  Lord  Chancellor  Jeffreys,  a 
Name  dedicated  to  Infamy,  with 
fome  of  his  rakifh  Companions 
riding  by,  afked  whofe  Funeral  it 
was  ;  and  being  told  it  was  Mr. 
Diydens,  he  protefted  he  fliould 
not  be  buried  in  that  private 
Manner,  that  he  would  himfelf, 
with  the  Lady  Elizabeth's  Leave, 
have  the  Honour  of  the  Inter- 
ment, and  would  beftow  a  thou- 
fand  Pounds  on  a  Monument  in 
the  ^bbey  for  him. — This  put  a 
Stop  to  their  Proceffion  ;  and  the 
Lord  Jefferys,  with  feveral  of  the 
Gentlemen,  who  had  alighted 
fiom  their  Coaches,  went  up 
Stairs  to  the  Lady,  who  was  fick 
in  Bed, — His  Lordihip  repeated 
the 
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ilre  Purport  of  what  he  had  faid 
below  J  but  the  Lady  Elizabeth 
Irefufing  her  Confent,  he  fell  on 
his  Knees,  vowing  never  to  rife 
till  his  Requeft  was  granted.— 
The  Lady  under  a  fudden  Surprife 
fainted  away,  and  Lord  Jefferyi 
pretending  to  have  obtained  her 
Confent,  ordered  the  Body  to  be 
carried  to  Mr.  RuJfeVs  an  Under- 
taker in  Cheapjide,  and  to  be  left 
there  till  further  Orders. — In  the 
mean  Time  the  Abbey  was  lighted 
up,  the  Ground  opened  ,  the 
Choir  attending,  and  the  Bi/hop 
waiting  feme  Hours  to  no  Pur- 
pore  for  the  Corpfe. — The  next 
Day  Mr.  Charles  Dryden  waited  on 
my  Lord  Halifax,  and  the  Bi/Iiop  j 
and  endeavoured  to  excufe  his 
Mother,  by  relating  the  Truth, 
Three  Days  after  the  Undertaker 
having  received  no  Orders,  waited 
on  the  Lord  "Jcjfcryi:,  who  pre- 
tended it  was  a  drunken  Frolic, 
that  he  remembered  nothing  of 
the  Matter,  and  he  might  do 
w^hat  he  pleafed  with  the  Body. 
Upon  this,  the  Undertaker  wait- 
ed on  the  Lady  Eliz.abethi  who 
tlefired  a  Day's  Rcfpite,  which 
was  granted. — Mr.  Cbarks  Diydtn 
immediately  wrote  to  the  Lord 
Jejfery^,  who  returned  for  An- 
fv/er,  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  Matter,  and  would  he  troubled 
no  more  about  it. — Mr.  Dryden 
hereupon  applied  again  to  the  Lord 
Halifax,  and  the  Bifliop  of  Ro- 
chefier,  v^ho  abfolutely  refufed  to 
do  any  Thing  in  the  Affair. 

In  this  Diftrefs,  Dr.  Garth, 
who  had  been  Mr.  Drydcns  in- 
timate Friend,  fentfor'the  Corpfe 
to  the  College  of  Phyficians,  and 
propofed  a  Subfcription  ;  which 
fucceeding,  about  three  Weeks 
after  Mr.  Dryden  s  Deceafe,  Dr. 
Garth  pronounced  a  fine  Latin 
Oration  over   the  Body,    which 
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was  conveyed  from  the  College, 
attended  by  a  numerous  Train  of 
Coaches  \.oWefiminf}er- Abbey,  but 
in  very  great  Diforder. — At  laft 
the  Corpfe  arrived  at  the  Abh-y^ 

which  was  all  unlighted. —No 

Organ  played,  no  Anthem  fung  j 
only  two  of  the  finging  Boys  pre- 
ceeding  the  Corpfe,  who  fung  an 
Ode  of  Horace,  with  each  a  frnai! 
Candle  in  their  Hand, — When 
the  Funeral  was  over,  Mr.  Charles 
Dryden  fent  a  Challenge  to  Lord 
Jefferys,  who  refufing  to  anfwer 
it,  he  fent  feveral  others,  and 
went  often  himfelf;  but  could 
neither  get  a  Letter  delivered,  nor 
Admittance  to  fpeak  to  him  j 
which  fo  incenfed  him,  that  find- 
ing his  Lordfliip  refufed  to  anfwer 
him  like  a  Gentleman,  he  lefolv- 
cd  to  watch  an  Opportunity,  and 
brave  him  to  fight,  though  with 
all  the  Rules  of  Honour  j  which 
his  Lordfhip  hearing,  quitted  the 
Town,  and  Mr.  Charles  never  had 
an  Opportunity  to  meet  him,  tho' ' 
he  fought  it  to  his  Death,  with 
the  utmofl:  Application. 

Mr.  Dryden  had  no  Monument 
evedled  to  him  for  feveral  Years  ; 
to  which  Mr.  Pope  alludes  in  his 
F.pitaph  intended  for  Mr.  Ko^/je^ 
in  this  Line, 

Beneath  a  rude  and  namelefs  Stone 
he  lies. 

In  a  Note  upon  which  we  are 
informed,  that  the  Tomb  of  Mr, 
Dryden  was  ereded  upon  this 
Hmt,  by  Sheffield  Duke  of  Btuk- 
ingbaw,  to  which  v^as  originally 
intended  this  Epitaph. 

rhis  ShefBeld   raifed.—The  facrcd 

Dufi  belo-w, 
Wai  Dryden   once  j     the  refi  ivho 

does  not  know. 


[L] 


Which 
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Which  was  fince  changed  into 
the  plain  Infcription  now  upon 
it,  iiiK, 

J.     D  R  Y  D  E  N, 

Natus  Aug.  9,   1 63 1. 

Mortus  Mail  J.    1701. 

Johannes  Sbeffieldy  4ux  Buckjngha- 

me}ijts  fecit. 

Mr.  Drydens  Chara£ler  has 
been  very  differently  drawn  by 
different  Hands,  fome  of  which 
have  exalted  it  to  the  higheft  De- 
gree of  Commendation,  and  o- 
thers  debafed  it  to  the  fevereft 
Cenfure. — The  latter,  however, 
■we  mull  charge  to  that  ftrong 
Spirit  of  Party  which  prevailed 
during  great  Part  of  Drydens 
Time  ,  and  ought  therefore 
to  be  taken  with  great-  Allow- 
ances.— Were  we  indeed  to  form 
a  Judgment  of  the  Author  from 
fome  of  his  dramatic  Writings, 
ve  fhould  perhaps  be  apt  to  con- 
clude him  a  Man  of  the  moft  li- 
cent'ous  Morals,  many  of  his 
Comedies  containing  a  great  Share 
of  Loofenefs,  even  extending  to 
Obfcenity ;  but  if  we  confider 
that,  as  the  Poet  tells  us, 

^hofe  "who  li-ve  to  pleaje,  nniji pkafe 
to  live, 

if  we  then  look  back  to  the  fcan- 
dalous  Licence  of  the  Age  he 
Jived  in,  the  Indigence  which  at 
Times  he  underv/ent,  and  the  Ne- 
ceffity  he  confcquently  lay  under 
of  complying  with  the  public 
Tafte  however  deprav'd,  we  Ihr.W 
furely  not  refufe  our  Pardon  to 
the  compelled  Writer,  nor  our 
Credit  to  thofe  of  his  Cotempora- 
rics,  who  were  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  him,  and  who  have 
aflur'd  us  there  was  nothing  re- 
Bi;:rkably  vicious  in  his  perlonal 
Charaaer. 
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From  fome  Parts  of  his  Hiftory 
he  appears  unfleady,  and  to  have 
too  readily  temporized  with  the 
feveral  Revolutions  in  Church  and 
State. — This  however  might  in 
fome  Meafure  have  been  owing 
to  that  natural  Timidity  and  Dif- 
fidence in  his  Difpofition,  whicii 
almofl  all  the  Writers  it&m  to 
agree  in  his  ^ot^tSxTi^.—Congreve, 
whofe  Authority  cannot  be  fuf- 
peded,  has  given  us  fuch  an  Ac- 
count of  him,  as  makes  him  ap- 
pear no  lefs  amiable  in  his  pri- 
vate Charafter  as  a  Man,  than 
he   was    illuftrious   in  his  public 

one  as  a  Poet. In  the  former 

Light,  according  to  that, Gentle- 
man, he  was  humane,  compaf- 
fionate,  forgiving,  and  fincerely 
friendly.— Of  an  extenfive  Rea- 
ding, a  tenacious  Memory,  and 
a  ready  Communication. — Gentle 
in  the  Correftion  of  the  Writings 
of  others,  and  patient  under  the 
Reprehenfion  of  his  own  Deii- 
ciencies. — Eafy  of  Accefs  him- 
felf,  but  jQow  and  diffident  in  his 
Advances  to  others ;  and  of  all 
Men  the  moft  modeft  and  the 
moft  eafy  to  be  difcountenanced 
in  his  Approaches,  either  to  his 
Superiors  or  his  Equals.— As  to 
his  Writings,  he  is  perhaps  the 
happieft  in  the  Harmony  of  his 
Numbers,  of  any  Poet  who  ever 
lived  either  before  or  fince  his 
Time,  not  even  Mr.  Pope  him- 
felf  excepted. — His  Imagination 
is  ever  warm,  his  Images  noble, 
his  Defcriptions  beautiful,  and  his 
Sentiments  juft  and  becoming. — ■ 
In  his  Profe  he  is  poetical  with- 
out Boriibaft,  concife  without  Pe- 
dantry, and  clear  without  Pro- 
lixity.— As  a  Dramatift  he  has, 
perhaps,  the  leaft  Merit  of  all  his 
Writings  j  and  indeed  the  fair 
Confefllon  which  he  has  made  of 
his  Unfitnefs  for  the  writing  of 
Comedy,  (and  his  comic  Pieces 
it 
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It  Is  that  have  been  the  moft 
feverely  handled  by  the  Critics) 
would,  one  might  imagine,  have 
been  fufficient  to  filence  the  Cla- 
mour of  that  fnarling  Band. 

The  Pafl'age  is  in  his  admirable 
Effay  on  Dramatic  Poetry. — "  I 
**  want,  (fays  he)  that  Gaiety  of 
**  Humour  that  is  required  in  it. 
"  — My  Converfation  is  flow  and 
**  dull,  my  Humour  faturnine 
**  and  referved. — In  fhort,  I  am 
"  none  of  thofe  who  endeavour 
**  to  break  Jefts  in  Company,  and 
*'  make  Repartees  j  fo  that  thofe 
•*  who  decry  rny  Comedies,  do 
**  me  no  Injury,  except  it  be  in 
*»  Point  of  Profit. — Reputation 
**  in  them  h  the  Jaft  Thing  to 
■*'  which  I  ihall  pretend." 

In  Tragedy  alfo  he  feems  to 
have  been  very  diffident  of  his 
own  Merit,  and  confcious  of  the 
Difadvantages  he  lay  under  frorh 
his  -compelled  Ncceffity  of  ren- 
dering his  Pieces  popular  j  and 
tho'  there  are  many  of  them 
which  are  truly  excellent,  yet  he 
tells  us  that  he  never  wrote  any 
Thing  in  the  dramatic  Way  to 
pleafe  himfelf  but  his  All  for 
ZiO've.-^ — I  ihall,  Jiowever,  clofe 
my  Account  of  this  celebrated 
Author  with  the  Words  of  Mr. 
Ccttgre-ve,  who  has  borne  the  fol- 
lowij^g  ftrong  Teftimonial  to  his 
poetical  Merit. 

*'  I  may  venture  (fays  that 
Gentleman)  to  fay  in  general 
Terms,  that  no  Man  has  written 
in'  our  Language,  fo  much,  and 
fuch  various  Matter  5  and  in  fo 
various  Manners  fo  well. — Ano- 
ther Thing,  I  may  fay,  was  very 
peculiar  to  him,  v.'hich  is,  that 
his  Parts  did  not  decline  with  his 
Years,  but  that  he  was  an  im- 
proved Writer  to  the  laft,  even 
.'■to  near  feventy  Years  of  Age  j 
improving  even  in  Fire  and  Ima- 
■  gination  as  v  ell  as  in  Judgment  5 


witnefs  his  Ode  on  St.  Cacilid's 
Day,  and  his  Fables,  his  latcft 
Performance. — He  was  equally 
excellent  in  Verfe  and  Profe. — 
His  Profe  had  all  the  Clearnefs 
imaginable,  without  deviating  to 
the  Language  or  Di(ffion  of  Po- 
etry.— In  his  Poems,  his  Diftion 
is,  whenever  his  Subjedt  requires 
iv,  fo  fublime,  and  fo  truly  p6e- 
tical,  that  it's  Eflence,  like  that 
of  pure  Gold,  cannot  be  deftroy- 
ed.-~^Take  his  Verfes,  and  diveft 
them  of  their  Rhimes,  disjoint  - 
them  of  their  Numbers,  tranf- 
pofe  their  Expreffions,  make 
what  Arrangement  or  Difpofition 
you  pleafe  in  his  Words  ;  yet  ihall 
there  eternally  be  Poetry,  and 
fomething  which  will  be  found 
incapable  of  being  reduced  to  ab- 
fointe  Profe. — What  he  has  done 
in  any  one  Species  or  diftinit  Kind 
of  Writing,  would  have  been  fuffio 
cient  to  have  acquired  him  a  ve- 
ry great  Name, — If  he  had  writ- 
ten  nothing  but  his  Prefaces,  or 
nothing  but  his  Songs  and  his 
Prologues,  each  of  them  would 
have  entitled  him  to  the  Pre- 
ference and  Diftinftion  ef  ex- 
ceUing  in  it's  Kind. 

Befides  his  other  numerous 
Writings,  he  was  Author  of,  and 
concerned  in,  the  following  dra* 
matic  Pieces,  -vix. 

1.  Albion  and  Albasivs, 

Oratorio. 

2.  Alexander^  F(P^y?.  Ora- 

torio. 

3.  All  for  Love.     T. 

4.  Amboyna.     T. 

5.  Amphytrion.     C. 

6.  Affignatlon.     C, 

7.  avrenge-zebe.     t. 

8.  Cleomenes.     T. 

9.  Conqueji  of  G-RA-a  AVI  A.    T, 

two  Parts. 

10.  Don  Sebastian.     T. 

11.  DiikeofGvi^-E,  T.  (affift- 

cd  by  Lee,) 
[  L  2  j  12.  Evs- 
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14.  Event  fig's  Lcme.     C, 

23,  Indian  Emperor,     T.  C. 

14.  Kirrd  Keeper,      C. 

15.  King   Arthur.      Dram. 

Opera. 

J  6,  L(yve  triumphant,     T.  C. 

17.  MaP..  C.  (afcribed  to 
him,  but  not  probable  to 
ht  his.) 

\%.  Marriage  a-la-Mode.      C. 

39.  Mifiaken  Hiifiand,  C.  (only 
adopted  by  him  and  im- 
proved by  the  Addition  of 
a  Scene.) 

ao.  Oedipus  King  of 
Thebes.  T.  (afiiited  by 
iV.  Lee.) 

21.  Bi-vs!  Ladies.     C. 

22.  6'artr  L'^-w.     T.  C. 

zx.  Sir    Martin    Marr-. 


24. 
26. 


Spanish  F; 


yar. 


T.  C. 


^/drf  of  Innocence.  Opera. 
Tempefi.  C.  (alter'd  from 
Sbakfpeare,  with  the  Af- 
fiftance     of     Sir   TflUiam 

D'z-l'venant.J 

27,    TROILUSflK^CRESSinA, 

Trag.  _ 

aS.  Tyrannic  Love,     T, 

49.  mU  Gallant,     C. 

Dkyden,  Mr.  j?oi«,  jun.— 
This  Gentleman  was  fecond  Son 
to  the  great  Poet  laft -mentioned. 
—Ha  went  early  to  Rome,  where 
he  was  entertain'd  by  the  Pope 
as  one  of  the  Gentlemen  of  his 
Bed  -  Chamber,  and  at  which 
Place  he  died  5  but  I  cannot  trace 
in  what  Year  that  Event  hap- 
pened.— While  he  was  abroad  he' 
■wrote  one  Piay,  which  he  fent 
over  to  his  Fatbe'-,  v^ho  at  length 
brought  it  on  the  Stage,  though 
not  till  fome  Years  after  it  was 
written. — It  is  entitled, 

'i'iie  Hufoarid  his  otvn  Cuckold. 
Com. 

DvF F  E T ,  Mr.  Tlicmas, — .This 
Author  was  a  Milliner  in  the 
iVtw   Exchange,    but  his  Genius 
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leading  him  to  dramatic  Poefrj*, 
he  wrote  feveral  Pieces  for  the 
Stage,  which  at  firft  met  with 
good  Succefs,  but  afterwards  funk 
into  Contempt  and  Oblivion.— 
And  indeed,  the  favourable  Re- 
ception they  found  at  their  firft 
Appearance  feems  not  to  have 
been  fo  much  owing  to  the  Ge- 
nius of  their  Author,  v  hich  was 
but  cf  a  very  moderate  Rank, 
as  to  that  Fondnefs  of  Abufc 
and  Scurrility  which  has  been  al- 
moft  at  all  Times  prevalent  with 
the  Public  ;  and  Mr.  Dufet  Rood 
more  indebted  to  the  great  Names 
of  thofe  Authors  whofe  Works 
he  attempted  to  burlefque  and  ri- 
dicule ,  viz.  Dry  den  J  Shadivell 
and  Settle,  than  to  any  Merit  of 
his  own. Traveftie  and  Bur- 
lefque will  ever  create  a  Laugh  j, 
but,  however  intended,  can  ne- 
ver do  any  eflential  Hurt  to  Per- 
formances of  real  Worth  ;  no* 
could  the  Mock  Tempejl,  Pfyche 
or  Emprefs  of  Morocco  leflen,  in  '. 
the  Opinion  of  the  judicious,  the 
Value  of  the  Originals  on  which 

they  are  founded. And  altho' 

now  and  then  a  great  Genius  and 
a    true    Fund    of  Humour  may 
ftamp  Immortality  on  a  Burlefque, 
as  in  the  Cafe  of  Scarrons  Virgil  \ 
tra'vefiie^  and   Cotton  s  Scarronides,  , 
yet,  where  a  Deficiency  of  thofe 
brilliant  Qualities  is  apparent,  and  I 
a  Vein  of  Scurrility  and  perlbnal 
Ill-Nature    indulged,    as    in    the 
above  nam'd  Works  of  Mr.  Dif- 
fet,  tho'  they  may  for  a  fhort  Pe- 
riod  drav/  in  the  Public   to  join  1 
in  the  Laugh  ivitb  them,  yet  it 
will    conftantly   be    found,    in    a 
little  Time,    to  exchange  it  for 
laughing  at  them,  and  at  length 
to  condemn  them   to   a  perjetual 
Obfcurity  and  Contempt. 

The  Pieces  Mr.  Diifa  has  left  ■ 

behind    him,  the   belt  of  which  ' 

were   thgfe  which,  met  with   the  ■ 

worft^l 
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woril  Succeis,  are  fix  in  Num- 
ber, "vix. 

Amorous  old  Woman,     C. 

Beauty'' s  Triumph.  "  Mafque. 

Emprefs  of  Morocco.    F. 

Mock  Tempeft.     F. 

Psyche  Debauch' d.  Mock 
Opera. 

Spanijh  Rogue.  C. 
Among  thefe,  however,  the  firft 
is  every  where  mentioned  as  by 
an  unknown  Author,  excepting 
by  Langbaine,  who  attributes  it 
to  this  Writer. 

DuNcoMEE,  Mr,  William. — 
This  very  ingenious  and  worthy 
Gentleman  is  ftill  living,  and  has 
favour'd  the  World  with  many 
little  Pieces  of  Eftimation  in  the 
poetical  Way. — He  has  alio  pub- 
liihed  very  good  Tranflations  of 
two  celebrated  French  Tragedies, 
the  one  of  Racine,  the  other  of 
Voltaire,  the  firft  of  which,  how- 
ever, was  never  a£led,  or,  I  be- 
lieve ,  intended  for  the  Stage, 
vix. 

Athaliah.     Trag. 
LiJcius    Junius    Brutus. 
Trag. 

D'Urfey,    Mr.  Thomas. 

Altho'  this  Author's  Name  is 
perhaps  as  well  knov/n  as  that  of 
any  Writer  extant,  yet  there  are 
very  few  Particulars  that  can  be 
traced  concerning  him,  more  than 
that  he  was  born  in  Devonjhire  j 
but  of  what  Family,  or  in  what 
Year,  feems  uncertain.- — He  vvas 
originally  bred  to  the  Law,  but 
foon  finding  that  Profeffion  too 
faturnine  for  his  volatile  and 
lively  Genius,  he  quitted  it,  to 
become  a  Devotee  of  the  Mufes  ; 
in  Vi'hich  he  met  with  no  fmall 

Succefs. His  dramatic  Pieces, 

which  are  very  numerous,  were 
in  general  v.'ell  received  ;  yet, 
tho'  he  has  not  been  dead  above 
forty  YearSj  there  is  not  one  of 
lh';m  TiOW  on  the  Mufter  Roll  of 
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ailing  Plays  ;  that  Licentioufnfjf? 
of  Intrigue,  Loofenefs  of  Senti- 
ment, and  Indelicacy  of  Wit, 
which  were  their  ftrongefl-  Re- 
commendations to  the  Audiences 
for  whom  they  were  written, 
having  very  juftly  banifhed  them 
from  the  Stage  in  this  Period  of 
purer  Tafte. — Yet  are  they  very 
far  from  being  totally  devoid  of 
Merit. — The  Plots  are  in  ge;ieral 
bufy,  intricate  and  entertaining  5 
the  Charadlers  not  ill  drawn,  al- 
tho'  rather  too  farcical,  and  the 
Language,  if  notperfe£lly  correft,. 
yet  eafy  and  well  adapted  for  the 
Dialogue  of  Comedy. — But  what 
Mr.  D'Urfey  obtained  his  greateft 
Reputation  by,  was  a  peculiarly 
happy  Knack  he  pofleffed  in  the 
writing  of  Satires  and  irregular 
Odes. — Many  of  thefe  were  upon 
temporary  Occafions,  and  were  of 
no  little  Service  to  the  Party  in 
whofe  Caufe  he  wrote  j  wliich, 
together  with  his  natural  Viva- 
city and  Good-Humourj  obtained' 
him  the  Favour  of  great  Numbers 
of  Perfons  of  all  Ranks  and  Con- 
ditions, Monarchs  themfelves  noc 
excluded.— He  was  ftrongly  at- 
tached to  the  Tory  Intereft,  and 
in  the  latter  Part  of  Queen  Anne'' 3 
Reign  had  frequently  the  Honour' 
of  diverting  that  Princefs  with 
witty  Catches  and  Songs  of  Hu~ 
mour,  fuited  to  the  Spirit  of  the 
Times,  written  by  himfelf,  and 
which    he   fung   in  a   lively  and 

entertaining    Manner. And 

the  Author  of  the  Guardian ^ 
who  in  No.  67  has  given  a  very 
humorous  Account  of  Mr.£)'L6- 
fey,  with  a  View  to  recommend 
him  to  the  public  Notice  for  a 
Benefit  P'ay,  tells  us,  that  he  re- 
membered I-Cing  Charles  II.  lean- 
ing on  Tom  D'^Urfeys.  Shoulder 
more  than  once,  and  humming 
over  a  Song  v.'ith  him. 
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Ke  was  certainly  a  very  divert- 
ing Companion,  and  a  chearful, 
honert,  good-  natur'd  Man ,  fo 
that  he  was  the  Delight  of  the 
jrioft  polite  Companies  and  Con- 
•verfations  from  the  Beginning  of 
Charles  II's  to  the  latter  Part  of 
King  George  I's  Reign,  and  ma- 
ny an  honeft  Gentleman  got  a 
Reputation  in  his  Country  by 
pretending  to  have  been  in  Com- 
pany with  Tlom  D''Urfey. — Yet, 
io  univerfal  a  Favorite  as  he  was, 
it  is  apparent,  that  towards  the 
latter  Part  of  his  Life  he  llocd  in 
Need  of  Aff)fl:ance  to  prevent  his 
paffing  the  Remainder  of  it  in  a 
Cage  like  a  finging  Bird,  for,  to 
fpeak  in  his  own  Words,  as  re- 
peated by  the  above-named  Au- 
thor, "  after  having  v/ritten  mere 
"  Odes  than  Hcracs,  and  about 
*«  four  Times  as  many  Comedies 
*'  as  Terence,  he  found  himftlf 
"  reduced  to  great  Difficulties  by 
*'  the  Importunities  of  a  Set  of 
**  Men,  who  of  late  Years  had 
*'  furni!l:ed  him  with  the  Ac- 
**  commodations  of  Life',  and 
*''  would  not,  as  v;e  fay,  be  paid 
*'  w^th  a  Song/' — Mr.  yjddfon 
then  informs  us,  that  in  order  to 
extricate  him  from  thefe  Difficul- 
ties, he  himfelf  immediately  ap- 
plied to  the  DiretTrors  of  the  P!ay- 
houfe,  who  very  generoufly  agreed 
to  ad  the  plotting  Sifiers,  a  Play 
cf  Mr.  DT'rfiy's,  for  the  Benefit 
of  it's  A.uthor. — What  the  Re- 
fult  of  this  Benefit  v.-as  does  not 
appear,  but  it  was  probably  fuffi- 
..cient  to  make  him  eafy,  as  we 
#nd  him  living  and  continuing 
to  write  with  the  fame  Humour 
and  LiveJinefs  to  the  Time  of  his 
Death,  which  happened  on  the 
26th  of  Fci>.  1723. — What  was 
his  Age  at  this  Time  is  not  cer- 
tainiy  fpecified  any  where,  but 
ke  juuft  .have  been  coafiderably 


D  U 

advanced  in  Life,  his  firft  Play, 
which  could  fcarcely  have  been 
written  before  he  was  twenty 
Years  of  Age,  having  made  it's 
Appearance  forty  feven  Years  be- 
fore.  He    was   buried  in  the 

Church  -  Yard  of  St.  James's, 
IFefiwinfter. 

Thofe  who  have  a  Guriofity  to    | 
fee    his    Ballads,     Sonnet:,    &c.    ■. 
may  find  a  large  Number  of  them    I 
brought  together  in  a  Colle<5lion  /' 
in  three  Volumes  in  Duodecimo, 
intitled  Latigh  and  be  fat,  or  Puis 
t>  purge  Melancholy,   of  which  th» 
Guardian,  in   No.  25,  fpeaks  in 
very  favorable  Terms. — The  Ti- 
tles of  his  dranjatic  Pieces  may 
be  found  in  the  enfuing  Lift. 

I.  Ariadne.      Paft.    Opera. 
Vid.  Vol.  I.  Appendix* 

%.   Banditti.     C. 

3.  Bath,     C. 

4.  BussY  D'Ambois.     T. 

5.  Campaigner,     C. 

6.  Comrnontoealtb     of    Wntnen, 

Trag.-Com. 

7.  Cynthia   and  Endymi- 

ON.     Opera. 

8.  Don  Quixote.     Com.    ia 

three  Parts.  \ 

9.  Ford  Hufiar.d.      C.  1 
Io.   Poors  preferment,      C. 

J  I,  Foal  turn  d  Critic,     C. 

12.  Grecian  Heroine,     T^ 

IT,,  hjur'd  Prince fs,      T.  C, 

14.  Intrigue  at  Versailles, 

Com. 

15.  Love  for  Money.      C. 

16.  Madam  Fickle.     C. 

17.  Marriage  hater  matched.    C. 

18.  Massaniello.     Piay.  in  ^ 

two  Parts.  I 

19.  Modern  Prophets.     C.  1 

20.  Old  Mode  and  the  Ne-iv.     C. 

21.  ^iccm     of    Brentforx;, 

Ball.  Opera. 

22.  Richmond  Eeirefs,     Co 

23.  Royal  if,      C. 

24.  Siege  ofMxi^.VHls,     T. 

35.  Sir 
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jt5.  Sir  Barijabv  Whic. 

Com. 
26.  Squire  Old  Sap,     C, 
ay.   Trick  for  Trick,      C. 
a 8.   Virtuous  Wife.     C. 
2g.   Wonders  in  the  Sun.    Com. 

Opera, 


EK.     Tw'.  K.  F. 
,•   EccLESTON,    Mr.   Ed- 

nvard. Of  this  Gentleman   I 

know  no  more  than  that  he  was 
Author  of  one  dramatic  Piece, 
entitled, 

hJcalPs  Flood,     Opera. 
It  was  afterwards  republilhed  by 
two  different  Titles,  ^7», 

The  Cataciijra  and 

'I'he  Deluge. 

Ec  H  AR  D,  The  Rev.  Mr.  Laiv- 
rcnce. — This  Gentleman  was,  I 
belie-ve,  th'c  only  ^on  of  a  Cler- 
gymar,  v/ho  was  poilefs'd  of  a 
good  Eftate  in  Suffolk. — I  do  net 
find  it  recorded  in  what  Year  he 
was  born,  but  one  of  his  Tranf- 
lations  from  Plautus,  viz.  that 
of  the  Amphitryo^  was  publifhed 
in,  1694. — Me  received  his  Edu- 
cation at  the  Univerfity  of  Car/i- 
bridge,  and  foon  after  his  quitting 
College,  having  taken  Orders, 
was  prefented  to  the  Living  of 
Welton  and  Elkington  in  Lincoln- 
pitre,  where  he  paft  about  twenty 
Years  of  his  Life. — In  the  Year 
1712,  he  was  inflalled  Archdea- 
con of  Stoioe  and  Prebend  of  Lin- 
coin. — He  acquired  a  great  Repu- 
tation by  his  Writings,  more  ef- 
pecially  his  Hiftory  of  England, 
"which,  tho'  violently  attacked  by 
OUmixon,  is  ftill  held  in  confider- 
able  Eflimation, — In  the  drama- 
tic Way  he  has  produced  nothing 
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Oilginal,  nor  any  thing  intended 
for  theatrical  Reprefentation,  but 
has,  however,  favoured  the  World 
with  very  goodTranilations,  from 
Plautus  and  Terence,  of  the  niiie 
following  Comedies,   •viz, 

1.  Adelphi.     C. 

2.  Amphytrion.     C. 

3.  Andria.     C. 

4.  EPIDICUS.       C. 
£.  Eunuchus.     C. 

6.  HeautontimorumenGS.. 

7.  Hecyra. 

8.  Phormio, 

9.  Rudens. 

Mr.  E cha rd  di&d  in  1730. 

Edwards,  Mr.  B.ickard.*~-^-^ 
This  very  early  Writer  was  bom 
in  Somerj'etfhire  in  1523,  was  ad- 
mitted a  Scholar  of  Corpus  Chrijii 
College  in  Oxford,  under  the  Tu- 
ition of  George  Ether idge,  May  11, 

1,540. In    the    Beginning    of 

1547,  being  only  twenty  four 
Years  of  Age,  he  was  eleded  a 
Student  of  the  upper  Table  of 
C^r//?  Church,  at  its  Foundation 
by  King  EenryYWi.  and  the  fame 
Year  took  his  Degree  as  Mafter  of 
Arts. — In  the  Beginning  of  Queen 
Elixabith  he  was  made  one  of  the 
Gentlemen  of  her  Chapel,  and 
Teacher  of  Mufic  to  the  Chil- 
dren of  the  Choir. — Cketivsod  af- 
ferts,  but  on  what  Foundation  I 
know  not,  that  he  had  a  Licence 
granted  him  by  that  Monarch  to 
fuperintend  the  Children  of  the 
Chapel  as  her  Majeily's  Compa- 
ny of  Comedians  j  or,  in  other 
Term?,  had  a  Patent  as  Manager 
of  a  Theatre  Royal  in  that  Rtign. 
Be  that  as  it  will,  it  is  certain 
that  he  was  efteemed  both  an  ex- 
cellent Poet  and  Mufician,  as 
many  of  his  Compofitir  ns  in  Mu- 
fic (for  he  was  not  only  fkilled 
in  the  executive,  but  alfo  in  the 
theoretical  Part  of  that  Science) 
and  his  Works  in  Poetry  do 
ihew  I  for  which  he  was  highly 
valued 


"> 
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ralucd  by  thofe  that  knew  him, 
efpecially  his  Aficciates.  in  Lin- 
coln s-Iiw,  of  which  Society  he 
was  not  only  a  Member,  but  in 
ibme  Rcfpefts  an' Ornament. 

He  is  almofi:  one  of  our  nrft 
dramatic  Writers,  having  left  be- 
hind him  three  Pieces,  vvhich 
•*Vere  reprefented  on  the  Stage, 
the  eariieft  of  which  is  dated  as 
foon  as  1563-, — Their  Titles  are, 

1.  Damon     and    Pythyas. 

Com. 

2.  Pal^mon  ^K/^  Arcyte. 

Com.  in  two  Parts. 
The  fijfi:  of  thefe  was  afted  at 
Court  and  in  the  Univerfity,  and 
is  reprinted  in  the  firft  Vol.  of 
Dcdpys  Colleaion  of  old  Plays. 
. — Of  the  latter  Wood  has  fur- 
nifhed  us  with  the  follow- 
ing Anecdote,  'uiz^  that  being 
afted  in  Chnft  Church  Hall, 
li;66,  before  Queen  Elizabeth, 
jier  Majefty  wasfo  much  delight- 
ed with  it,  that  fending  for  the 
Author  to  her,  fhe  was  pleafcd  to 
give  him  many  Thanks,  with 
Promife  of  Reward  for  his  Pains, 
• — llz  alfo  tells  us,  that  in  the 
faid  Play  was  a£led  a  Cry  of 
Hounds  in  the  Quadrant  upon  the 
Train  of  a  Fox  in  the  hunting  of 
fhefeus  5  with  which  the  young 
Scholars,  who  ftood  in  the  re- 
moter Parts  of  the  Stage  and  in 
the  Windows,  were  fo  much 
taken  and  furprized,  fuppofing  it 
had  been  real,  that  they  cried 
out,  there,  there — he'i  caught,  he^s 
taught. — All  which  the  Queen, 
merri'y  beholding,  faid,  Oh  !  ex- 
(ellerit !  thefe  Boys  in  -very  Tiuth 
are  ready  to  leap  out  of  the  Win- 
Jcws  to  foUo'XU  the  Hounds, — He 
adds  moreover,  that  at  a  Sort  of 
private  Rehearfal  of  this  Piece  be- 
fore the  Queen's  Arrival  at  Ox- 
ford^ in  the  Prefer. ce  of  certain 
Courtiers,  it  was  fo  well  liked  by 
them,  that  they  /aid  it  far  fur- 
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paffed  Damon  and  Pythyas,  th«n 
which  they  thought  nothing  could 
be  better  j  nay,  fome  even  faid, 
that  if  the  Author  proceeded  to 
write  any  more  Plays  before  his 
Death,  he  would  certainly  run 
mad, — 7  his  however  was  never 
put  to  the  Teft,  for  tho'  he  be- 
gan fome  other  dramatic  Pieces, 
Ke  never  finished  any  but  the 
above.  Death  taking  him  away, 
much  lamented  by  all  the  inge- 
nious Men  of  his  Time,  that 
very  Year  1566. — He  wrote  fe- 
veral  Poems,  which  were  pub- 
liffied  after  his  Death,  together 
Vi'ith  thofe  of  fome  other  Au- 
thors, in  a  Collediion  entitled,  A 
Paradife  of  dainty  De'uifes,  1578. 
— And  when  he  was  in  the  Ex- 
tremity of  his'  laft  Sicknefs,  he 
wrote  a  Poem  on  that  Occafion, 
which  was  efteemed  a  good  Pieces 
entitled,  Edwards's  Soulknil,  or 
the  Soulcs  Knell. 

Elizabeth,  Queen.  —  Our 
Readers  may  perhaps  be  furprised. 
to  find  the  Name  of  this  illuftri- 
ous  Princefs  among  the  Catalogue 
of  our  dramatic  ¥/riters,  as  it  is 
well    known    that   there    is    fto 

Piece  extant  as   hers, ^^-Yet  it 

would  be  an  inexcufable  Omiflioa 
in  a  Work  of  this  Nature,  were 
we  to  pafs  over  unnoticed  the  in- 
formation which  Sir  Robert  Naun- 
ton  and  others  have  given  us,  that 
this  Princefs,-  forher  ov/n  private 
Amufement,  tranflated  one  of  the 
Tragedies  of  Euripides  from  the 
Greek  ;  tho'  which  particular  Play 
it  was  they  have  none  of  them 
fpecifiej. — To  attempt  any  Ac- 
count of  the  Events  of  the  Life 
and  Reign  of  this  iiluflrious  So- 
vereign, befides  that  it  would  far 
o'erleap  the  Bounds  of  this  Work, 
would  be  an  A<ft  of  abfolute  Su- 
perfluity, as  it  has  been  fo  well 
and  amply  executed  by  many  Hif- 
torians  of  great  Abilities. — Wa 
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ftall  only  here  obferve,  that  the 
CJrcumftance  on  which  we  have 
here  had  Occafion  to  mention 
her^  is  one  Teftimonial  among 
many  of  that  Eminence  in  Learn- 
ing which  (he  maintained,  and 
that  fhe  not  oniy  was  perfe£l 
Miftrefs  of  moft  of  the  living 
Languages,  but  was  alfo  equaliy 
well  acquainted  with  the  dsad 
ones,  and  converfant  with  the 
Labours  of  the  Ingenious  in  Ages 
far  remote, 

E  s  T  c  0 u  R  T,  Mr.  Richard. — 
This  Gentleman  was  an  Aftor  as 
•U'ell  as  a  Writer. — He  was  born 
at  Tcnvk/biiry  in  Gloucejler/hiref 
according  to  Ckenvood,  (General 
Hif^.  of  the  Stage,  p.  140)  in 
1668,  and  received  his  Education 
at  the  Latin  School  of  that  Town, 
but  having  an  early  Inclination 
for  the  Stage,  he  fiole  away  from 
his  Father's  Houfe  at  fifteen 
Years  of  Age,  and  joined  a  tra- 
velling Company  of  Comedians 
then  at  Worccjio-y  where,  for  fear 
of  being  known,  he  made  his 
firft  Appearance  in  Woman's 
Cloaths,  in  the  Part  of  Roxana 
in  Alexander  the  Great. — But  this 
Difguife  not  fufficiently  conceal- 
ing him,  he  was  obliged  to  make 
his  Efcape  from  a  Purfuit  that 
vas  made  after  him,  and,  under 
the  Appearance  of  a  Girl,  to 
make  the  beft  of  his  Way  to 
Chipping  Norton, — Here  however 
being  difcover'd,  and  overtaken 
by  his  Purfuers,  he  was  brought 
back  to  Teivkfbury,  and  his  Fa- 
ther, in  order  to  prevent  fuch  Ex- 
curfions  for  the  future,  foon  af- 
ter carried  hirn  up  to  London,  and 
bound  him  /\pprentice  to   an  A- 

pothecary  in  Hatton  Garden, 

From  this  Confinement  Mr.  Chet- 
nvcod,  who  probably  muft  have 
knov.-n  him,  and  perhaps  had 
thefe  Particulars  from  his  own 
Mouth,  tells  us,    that  he  brcke 
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away,  and  paffed    two   Years  le 
England  in  an  itinerant  Life  5  but 
yacob,    and   Whine  op   after   him, 
fay  that  he  fet  up  in  Bufincfs,  hut 
not  finding  it  fucceed  to  his  Lik- 
ing, quitted  it  for  the  Stage.— 
Be  this  however  as  it  will,    it  is 
certain  that  he  went  over  to  Ire- 
latid,    where  he   met  with  good 
Succefs     on    the     Stage ,      from 
whence  he  came  back  to  London, 
and   was   received  in  Drury  Lane 
Theatre. — His    firft    Appearance 
there  was  in  the  Part  of  Dominic 
the  Spanijh  Fryar,   in   which,   al- 
tho'  in   himfelf  but  a  very  mid- 
ling    Ador,    he    eftablifhed    his 
Charafter  by  a  clofe  Imitation  of 
Leigh,  who  had  been  very  cele- 
brated in  it. — And  indeed,  in  this 
and  all  his  other  Parts,  he  was 
moftly  indebted  for  his  Applaufe 
to  his  Powers  of  Mimickry,  in 
which    he   was    inimitable,    and 
which  not  only  at  Times  afforded 
him  Opportunities  of  appearing  a 
much  better  Adlor  than  he  really 
was,    by  enabling  him    to   copy- 
very  exaftly  feveral  Performers  of 
capital  Merit,   whofe  Manner  he 
remember'd  and  affum'd,  but  al- 
fo by  recommending  him  to  a  ve- 
ry numerous  Acquaintance  in  pri- 
vate Life,  fecur'd  him   an  Indul- 
gence  for  Faults  in    his    public 
Profeffion,   that  he   might  other- 
wife  perhaps  never  have  been  par- 
doned 5  among  which  he  was  re- 
markable for  the  Gratification  of 
that  '■' pitiful  Ambition,'''  as  Shake- 
Jpeare    juftly    ftiles    it,    and    for 
which  he  condemns  the  low  Co- 
medians   of   his    own  Time,    of 
imagining  he  could  help  h^s  Au- 
thor,   and  for   that   Reafon   fre- 
quently throwing  in  Additions  of 
his  own,-  which  the  Author  not 
only  had  never  intended,  but  per- 
haps  would    have    confidcred    a*- 
moR:  oppofite  to  his  main  Inten- 
tic'-'n. 

l:fxouri 
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EJlcourt  however,  as  a  Compa- 
alon,  was  perfedlly  entertaining 
and  agreeable,  and  Sir  Richard 
Steele,  in  the  SpeSlator,  records 
him  to  have  been  not  only  a 
fprightJy  Wit>  but  a  Perfon  of 
cafy  and  natural  Folitenels. — In 
a  Word,  his  Company  was  ex- 
tremely courted  by  every  one,,  and 
his  Mimickry  fo  much  admirM, 
that  Peifons  of  the  firfl:  Quality 
frequently  invited  him  to  their 
Entertainments,  in  order  to  di- 
vert their  Friends  with  his  Drol- 
lery, on  which  Occafions  he  con - 
ftantly  received  very  handfome 
Prefents  for  his  Company. —-A- 
mong  others  he  was  a  great  Fa- 
vourite with  the  great-  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  and  at  the  Time 
that  the  fam.ous  Beef  Steak  Club 
■was  eredled,  which  confifled  of 
the  chief  Wits  and  greatefl:  Men 
in  the  Kingdom,  Mt.  EJlcourt 
had  the  Office  allign'd  him  of 
their  Fro<<idore,  and  as  a  Mark 
of  DiftiniSlion  of  that  Honour,  he 
us'd,  by  Way  of  a  Badge,  to  wear 
a  fmall  Gridiion  of  Gold,  hung 
about  his  Neck  with  a  Green  Silk 
Ribband. — He  quitted  the  Stage 
fome  Years  before  his  Death, 
■which  happened  in  17 13,  when 
he  was  interred  in  the  Parifli  of 
St.  PauVs,  Ccvc'/it  Garden,  where 
his  Brother  Comedian,  yoe  Haines, 
had  been  buried  a  few  Years  be- 
fore.— He  left  behind  him  two 
dramatic  Pieces,  'vlx. 

1.  Fair  Example.      C. 

2.  Prunella.  Interlude. 
The  latter  of  thefi:  was  only  a'  Ri- 
dicule on  the  Abfurdity  of  the 
Italian  Operas,  at  that  Time,  in 
which  not  only  the  unnatural 
Circumftance  was  indulged  of 
Mufic  and  Harmony  attending 
on  all,  even  the  moft  agitating 
Pafhons,  but  alfo  the  very  Words 
themfelves  v/hich  were  to  ac- 
company thai:  Mufic,  were  writ- 
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ten  in  different  Languages,  i^' 
cording  as  the  Performers  who 
were  to  fingthem  happened  to  b&. 
It  all  am  or  EngUJh. 

E  r  :i  E R E  G  E,  Sit  George^  Knt, 
-^This  Gentleman,  fo  remarka- 
ble for  his  Wit  and  Gallantry, 
flourifiied  in  the  Reigns  oiCha.ll. 
and  yames  II. — He  was  defcended 
frorn  a  very  good  and  ancient  Fa*- 
mily  in  Oxfordfiire,-  and  was  born 

about   the    Year    1636. It  is 

fuppofed  that  he  received  the 
eafly:  Parts  of  his  Education  at 
the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  the)* 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  made 
any  long  Relidence  there,  an  In- 
clination for  feeing  the  World 
having  led  hira  to  travel  into 
France  when  he  was  very  young. 
— On  his  Return,  he  for  fome 
Time  ftudied  the  Municipal  Laws 
of  this  Kingdom  at  one  of  the 
Inns  of  Court,  but  finding  that 
Kind  of  Study  too  heavy  for  his 
volatile  and  airy  Diipofition,  and 
confequently  making  but  little 
Progrefs  in  it,  he  foon  quitted  it 
for  Pleafure  and  the  Purfuit  of 
gayer  Accompliiliments. 

In  1664,  he  brought  on  the 
Stage  his  Comedy  of  the  Comical 
Revenge,  or  Loa^'e  in  aTub,  whicli 
met  with  good  Succefs,  and  in- 
troduced him  to  the  Intimacy  of 
the  Earl  of  Dorfet,  with  whom, 
as  well  as  other  leading  Wits, 
fuch  as  the  Duke  of  Buckingham^ 
Lord  Rochejfer,  Sir  Charles  Sedley, 
&c.  his  eafy  unreferved  Conver- 
fation  and  happy  Addiefs  render'd 
him  a  very  great  Favourite. 
The  Succefs  of  this  infpir'd  him 
to  the  Writing  of  a  fcill  better 
Comedy,  viz.  She  ivou'd  if  Jhe 
coiled. — This  Piece  rais'd  great 
Expedlations  of  frequent  Addi- 
tions to  the  Amufements  of  the 
Theatre  from  fo  able  a  Pen  5  but 
Air.  Etkerege  was  too  much  ad- 
di^ed  to  Pleafure,  and  had  too 
few 
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lew  Incitement  J  from  Necefiity, 
for  him  to  give  any  conftant  Ap- 
:  plication    to    the    Belles   Lettres, 
which  he  made  only  the  Amul'e- 
menfc  of  a  few  leifure  Moments. 
« — So   that  he   produced    but  one 
Play  more,  and  that  not  till  eight 
Years  after  the  preceding  one.-— 
This  was  the.  Man  of  Made,  which 
is  perhaps  the  moll   elegant  Co- 
medy, and  contains  more  of  the 
real  Manners  o*^  high  Life  than 
any   one   the   EngUfi  Stage   was 
ever  adorned  with. — This  Piece 
he  has  dedicated  to  the  beautiful 
Duchefs  of  Yoi-k,    in  whofe  Ser- 
vice  he  then  was,   and  who  had 
fo   high  a   Regard  for  him,  that 
when,  on  the  Acceflion  of  King 
yames  II.  fhe  cr.me  to  be  Qijeen, 
ftie  procurM   his  being  fent  Am- 
baffador  firft  to   Hamburg  and  af- 
terwards to    Ratijlo:i,    where  he 
continued   till   alter  his  Majefty 
quitted  this  Kingdom. — Our  Au- 
thor was  addifled  to  certain  gay 
Extravagances,  fuch    as  Gaming, 
and  a  moft  unbounded  Indulgence 
in  Wine  and  Women,  .and  as  by 
.the  latter  of  thefe  Intemperances 
he  had  greatly  damaged  his  Coun- 
tenance (for  othervvife  he  was  a 
handfome  Man,  being  fair,  {len- 
der and  genteel)  fo  by  the  former 
he  had  greatly  impaired  his  For- 
tune 5  to  retrieve  which   he  paid 
his  AddrefTes  to  a  rich  Widow  j 
but  fhe  being  an  ambitious  Wo- 
man, had  determined  not  to  con 
defcend  to  a   Marriage  with   any 
Man  who  could  not  beftow  a  Ti- 
tle on  her,  on  which  Account  he 
was  obliged  to  purchafe  a  Knight* 
hood. — It  does  not   appear  whe- 
ther he  had  any  Iffue  by  this  La- 
.dy,  but  by  Mrs.  Barry  the  Ac- 
trefs,    with  whom    he  lived  for 
fome  Time,  he  had  one  Daugh- 
ter, on  whom  he  fettled  a  Fortune 
of  five  or  fix  thoufand  Pounds  5 
.&e  however  died  very  young, 
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None  of  the  Writers  hiVe  ex- 
a£lly  fixed  the  Period  of  Sir 
George's  Death,  tho'  all  feem  to 
place  it  not  long  after  the  Revo- 
lution.— Some  fay  that  on  that 
great  Event  he  followed  his  Maf- 
ter  King  "James  into  France,  and 
died  there. — But  the  Authors  of 
the  Biographia  Britannica  mention 
a  Report  that  he  came  to  an  un- 
timely Death,  by  an  unlucky  Ac- 
cident at  Rati/hon  j  for  that,  af- 
ter having  treated  fome  Company 
with  a  liberal  Entertainment  at 
his  Houfe  there,  where  he  had 
taken  his  Glafs  too  freely,  and 
being,  thro'  his  great  Complai- 
fance,  too  forward  in  waiting  oiz 
his  Guefts  at  their  Departure, 
flu-Tied  as  he  was,  he  tumbled 
down  Stairs,  and  broke  his  Neck, 
and  fo  fell  a  Martyr  to  Jollity  and 
Civility. 

Sir  George  Etherege  feems  to 
have  been  perfeftly  formed  for 
the  Court  and  Age  he  lived  in. — • 
By  the  Letters  which  pafs'd  be- 
tween him  and  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  the  Earl  of  Rochejler 
and  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  he  appears 
to  have  been  thoroughly  a  Liber- 
tine in  Speculation  as  well  as 
Practice,  yet  polTcfs'd  all  that 
Elegance  of  Sentiment,  and  eafy 
Affability  of  Addrefs,  which  are 
ever  the  Charafteriftics  of  true 
Gallantly,  but  which  the  Liber- 
tines of  the  prefent  Age  feem  ta 
have  very  little  Idea  of.  As  a  Wri- 
ter, he  certainly  was  born  a  Poet, 
and  feems  to  have  been  pofrefled 
of  a  Genius  whofe  Vivacity  need- 
ed no  Cultivation  j  for  we  have 
no  Proofs  of  his  having  been  a 
Scholar. — His  Works  have  not, 
however,  efcaped  Cenfure,  on 
Account  of  that  Licentioufnefs 
which  in  the  general  runs  thro* 
them,  which  render  them  dan- 
gerous to  young  unguarded  Minds, 
and  the  more  fo  for  the  lively  and 
genuine 
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genuine  Wit  with  whicli  it  is 
gilded  over,  and  which  has  there- 
fore juiUy  banifiied  them  from 
the  Purity  of  the  prefent  Stage. 

Sir  George  left  behind  him  on- 
ly the  three  dramatic  Pieces  we 
iiave  before-mentioned,  •vim, 

1 .  Comical  Revenge,     C. 

2.  J^'Ian  of  Mode.     C. 

3.  She  ivoud  if  Jhe  coud,     C. 


FAbian,  Mr.  Thomas. -^Ml 
I  find  mentioned  of  this 
Author  is,  thathe  was  fometime 
one  of  the  Footmen  to  K.  George 
the  fecond,  when  Prince  of //-'^/^j, 
and  that  he  wrote  one  dramatic 
Piece,  v/~hich  was  afted  without 
SuGcefs,  called. 

Trick  upon  Trick.     Farce. 

Fane,  Sir  Fm.Wi,  jun.   Knt. 

of  the  Bath. This  honourable 

Author  lived  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  II. — Ke  was  Grand- 
fon  to  the  Earl  of  Wefmorelandy 
(his  Father  being  one  of  that 
Nobleman's  younger  Sons)  and 
refided  for  the  moft  Part  at  Ful- 
beck  in  Lincolnfhire. — He  was  ap- 
pointed, by  the  Duke  of  Nenu- 
caflle,  Governor,  firft  of  Don- 
cajier,  and  aftervi-^ards  of  Lincoln. 
Latigbaine  gives  the  higheft  Com- 
mendations of  his  Wit  and  Abi- 
lities, and  indeed  other  of  his 
Cotemporaries  have  paid  him  high 

Compliments. Befides    fome 

Poems  he  has  left  the  following 
dramatic  Pieces,  I'iz. 

I .  Love  in  the  Dark.     C. 

a.  Mafque  for  Lord  Roches- 
ter's  Va  LENT  INI  AN. 

3.  Sacrifice.     Trag. 

Fanshaw,  Sir  Richard,  Bart. 
■—This  Gentleman  was  the  tenth 
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and  youngcft  Son  of  Sir  Hcnrj 
Fanjba'zv,  -of  Ware-Fark  in  Hert~ 
fordfhi'e  (who  had  been  created 
a  Baronet  by  King  Charles  I.  at 
the  Siege  of  Oxford)  and  Brother 
to  the  Right  Honourable  Thomas 
Lord  Vifcount  FaTjJhatv.—^ — He 
was  born  in  1607,  and  received 
the  firft  Rudiments  of  Learning 
from  that  famous  Grammarian 
and  Critic  Thomas  Farnaby,  and 
compleated  his  Studies  at  the  U- 
iiiverfity  of  Cambridge ,  from 
whence  he  fet  out  on  his  Travels 
for  the  Attainment  of  farther 
Accomplishments. — At  his  Re- 
turn, his  promifing  Abilities  re- 
commended him  to  the  Favour  of 
K\n^Charlcs  I.  who,  in  the  Year 
163 1;,  appointed  him  Refident  at 
the  Court  of  Spain,  for  the  ad- 
jufting  of  fome  Points  in  Difpute' 
between  the  two  Powers. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Rebellion  he  returned  to Evglandf 
and  attach.ing  himfelf  Vv-ith  great 
Firmnefs  to  the  Royal  Caufe,  be- 
came intrufted  in  many  very  im- 
portant Affairs,  particularly  the 
Truft  of  Secretary  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  whom  he  attended  in 
many  of  his  Journeys. 

In  1648  he  was  made  Trea- 
furer  of  the  Navy  under  Prince 
Rupert,  which  Poft  he  kept  till 
Sept.  2,  1650,  v/hen  he  was  cre- 
ated a  Baronet,  and  fent  an  En- 
voy Extraordinary  to  Spain. • 

From  thence  being  recalled  to 
Scotland,  where  the  King  was, 
he  ferved  as  Secretary  of  State  till 
the  fatal  Battle  of  Wcrccfler,  in 
which  he  was  taken  Prifoner, 
and  committed  for  a  long  Time 
to  clofe  Confinement  in  London, 
till  at  length,  on  Account  of  his 
Health,  he  was  admitted  to  Bail. 

In    Feb.    1659    he   repair'd  to 

the  King  at  Breda,  and  returning 

to  England  at  the  Reftoration,  it 

wae  expe£led  he  would  have  been 

appointed 
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appointed  Secretary  of  State.— 
He  was ,  however,  only  made 
Ivlafter  of  Requefts,  an  honoura- 
ble and  lucrative  Eraployment, 
and  Secretary  for  the  Latin 
Tongue. 

In  1 66 1,  at  which  Time  he 
was  one  of  the  Eiirgefles  in  Par- 
liament for  the  Univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  he  was  fworn  a  Privy 
Couniellor  for  Ireland,  and  fent 
iirft  as  Envoy  Extraordinary,  but 
afterwards  endowed  with  a  Ple- 
jiipotentiary  Commiffion  to  the 
Court  of  Portugil,  where  he  ne- 
gotiated a  Marriage  between  his 
Mafter  King  Charles  II.  and  the 
Ififanta  Donna  Catharina,  Daugli- 
ter  to  King  John  VI. — Being  re- 
called in  1663,  he  was  fworn  of 
the  Privy  Council,  and,  in  Fe- 
bruary 1 66 1,  fent  Ambaffador  to 
the  Court  of  Madrid,  to  nego- 
tiate a  Treaty  of  Commerce.— 
During  his  Reiidence  there  King 
Philip  died,  and  Sir  Richard,  a- 
vailing  himfelf  of  the  Minority 
of  his  Son  and  Succeflor,  put  the 
fini/bing  Hand  to  a  Peace  with 
Spain,  a  Treaty  for  which  was 
figned  at  Madrid,  Dec.  6.  1665. 
-—Having  thus  fully  executed  his 
CommiiEons,  he  was  preparing 
for  his  Return  to  England,  when, 
on  the  14th  of  June  1666,  he 
was  feized  at  Madrid  with  a  vi~ 
olent  Fever,  which,  on  the  26th 
of  the  fame  Month,  the  very  Day 
he  had  appointed  for  fetting  out 
on  his  Journey,  put  an  end  to 
his  valuable  Life,  in  the  59th 
Year  of  his  Age. — His  Body  be- 
ing embalmed,  was  conveyed  by 
Land  to  Calais,  and  fo  to  London, 
from  whence,  being  carried  to  All- 
hallcivs  Church  in  Hertford,  his 
Lady  and  all  his  furviving  Chil- 
dren attending,  it  was  depofited 
in  the  Vault  of  his  Father-in- 
Lav/,  Sir  John  Karrifon,  by  vvjiofe 
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eldefc  Daughter  Sir  Richard  hA 
fix  Sons  and  eight  Daughters,  of 
whom  however  he  left  only,  one 
Son  and  four  Daughters  behind 
him. 

Here  it  remained  till  the  i8th 
of  May  i6'ji,  on  which  Day  it 
•was  removed  into  the  Parifh 
Church  of  Ware,  in  the  faid 
County,  and  there  laid  in  a  new 
Vault  made  or  purchafed  on  Pur- 
pofe  for  him  and  his  Family, 
over  which  was  eredled  an  elegant 
Monument  for  him  and  his  Lady  5 
being  near  the  old  Vault  where 
all  his  Anceftors  of  Ware  Park 
lay  interred. 

His  General  Charaifler  Is  very 
concifely  conveyed  by  the  x^  uthor 
of  the  (hort  Account  of  his  Life 
prefixed  to  his  Letters,  who  fays 
of  him,  "  That  he  was  reroarlc- 
"  able  for  his  Meeknefs,  Since- 
*'  rity.  Humanity  and  Piety,  and 
'*  was  alfo  an  able  Statefman  and 
*'  a  great  Scholar,  being  in  par- 
"  ticular  a  corapleat  Mafter  of 
*''  feveral  Modern  Languages,  ef- 
''  pecially  the  Spatiip,  which  he 
"  fpoke  and  wrote  with  ag  much 
"  Advantage  as  if  he  had  been  a 
'^  Native." 

As  to  his  Writings,  there  are 
few  excepting  his  Letters  during 
hisEmball'ses  (and  which  were  not 
pubUHied  till  1702,  in  8vo)  that 
are  original.— — The  moft  being 
Tranflations,  and  written,  as  it 
fhould  feern,  by  Way  of  Amufe- 
ment  and  Relaxation  during  his 

Confinement. —One    of    thefe 

Tranllations  is  from  the  Italian  of 
the  celebrated  Guarini,  the  other 
from  the  Spanijh  of  Antanio  de 
Mendoxia.— Their  Names  are  as 
follow, 

1.  Jl  Pafror  Fido.     Paftoral. 

a.  S^crer  per  Jolo  mierer.    Play 
of  three^  A<£ls.. 
N.  '^•^"To   this   Piece    is   added 

£  ^^^  ]  another. 
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another,  a  Tranflation  from 
the  Tame  Spatiijb  Author, 
entitled, 

3 .  Fiefles  de  Ararijuex. 
Befides  thefe  he   tranflated  into 
Latin  Verfe  a   Paftoral,  written 
by  Fletcher,  entitled 

The  Faithful  Shephfi-defs, 
to  which  he  has  prefixM  the  Ita' 
iian  Title  of 

4.  La  Fida  Pajiora, 
Falkland,  Herry  Carey,  Lord 

Vjfcount. — This  learned  Noble- 
man, whom  we  find  To  jnftly  ce- 
lebrated by  Mr.  Coivley,  was  the 
only  Son  of  Sir  Lucius  Carey,  the 
great  Lord  Falkland,  who  died 
gJoricufly  in  the  Field  of  Honour 
and  in  the  Support  of  his  King, 
at  the  famous  Battle  of  Nenvhury, 
Sept.  20,  1643. — His  Motherls 
Name  was  Lettice,  a  Daughter  of 
Sir  Richard  Mori/on. — In  what 
Year  he  was  born  I  have  not 
feeen  able  to  trace,  but  find  him 
to  have  married  a  Margaret, 
Daughter  of  ylnthony  Hungerford, 
Efijj  and  that  he  died  in  1663  — 
He  feems  to  have  inherited  the 
Virtues  of  his  Father,  having 
fender'd  himfelf  eminent  and  ve- 
ry greatly  refpcfted  both  at  Court, 
in  the  Senate,  and  in  his  County 
of  Oxfordpire,  of  which  he  was 
Lord  Lieutenant,  not  only  for  his 
extraordinaryParts,  but  alfo  for  his 
heroic  Spirit.- — Langbaine  tells  us 
that  he  was  cut  ofF  in  the  Prime 
of  his  Years  (which  indeed  he 
muft  have  been,  his  Father  hav- 
ing been  no  more  than  34  Years 
of  Age  when  he  was  kill'd,  and 
this  Son  furviving  him  only  by 
twenty  Years)  and  that  he  was 
as  much  mifs'd  and  regretted 
when  dead,  as  he  had  been  be- 
loved and  refpe£led  v;hile  living. 
—He  left  one  Play  behind  him, 
which,  altho'  it  contains  a  great 
Deal  of  true  Wit  and  Satire,  yet 
it  ftsnvs  dubious  whether  it  was 
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ever  reprefented  or  rot,  as  the 
Date  of  it's  Publication  is  fubfe- 
quent  to  that  of  it's  Author's 
Death. — It  is  entitled. 

The  Marriage  Night.     T. 
This  Play  is  republiflied  in  Dod' 
jiey\    Colleftion    of    old    Plays, 
Vol.  X. 

Farcjuhar,  Mr. George.'  •  • 
This  Gentleman  was  defcended 
from  a  Family  of  no  inconfidera- 
ble  Rank  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
his  Father  being  a  Clergyman, 
and,  according  to  fome,  Dean  of 
Armagh. — Our  Author  was  born 
at  Londonderry  in  1678,  where  he 
received  the  Rudiments  of  Eru- 
dition, and  from  whence,  a-i  iooii 
as  he  was  properly  qualified,  he 
was  fent  to  the  Univerfity  of 
Dublin,  in  1694. — He  had  given 
very  early  Teftimony  of  a  pro- 
mifing  Genius,  and  difcover'd 
even  at  ten  Years  of  Age  a  ftrong 
Inclination  for  the  Service  of  the 
Mufes. — By  the  Progrefs  he  made 
in  his  Studies  at  the  Univerfity, 
he  acquired  a  confiderable  Repur 
tation,  but  does  not  appear  to 
have  taken  any  Degree  there,  for 
the  natural  Livelinefs  and  Vola- 
tility of  his  Difpofition  foon  ren- 
dered him  weary  of  an  Academic 
Life. — The  pohte  Entertainments 
of  the  Town  more  forcibly  at- 
trafted  his  Attention  ,  but  among 
them  all  none  feem'd  to  fix  [fo 
ftrong  a  Claim  on  his  Regards  as 
the  Theatre,  of  which  he  foon 
found  in  himfelf  a  Propenfity  for 
being  not  only  a  Speftator  but  a 
Performer. — His  Intimacy  with 
the  celebrated  Mr.  Wilks  might 
probably  ftrengthen  that  Inclina- 
tion in  him,  and  when  that  Gen- 
tleman engaged  himfelf  to  Mr, 
Ajbbury,  the  Manager  of  the 
Dublin  Theatre,  Mr,  Farijuhar 
was  foon  introduced  on  the  Stage 
thro'  his  Means. — In  this  Situa- 
tion he  continued  no  longer  than 
Part 
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Part  of  one  Seafon,  nor  made 
any  very  confiderabje  Figure. — 
For  tho'  his  Perfori  was  fuffi- 
ciently  in  his  Favour,  and  that 
he  was  poflefied  of  the  Requifites 
of  a  ftrong  retentive  Memory,  a 
jaft  Manner  of  fpeaking,  and  an 
eafy  and  elegant  Deportment,  yet 
his  natural  Diffidence  and  Timi- 
dity, or  what  is  ufually  termed 
the  Stage-Terror,  which  he  was 
never  able  to  overcome,  added  to 
a  thin  Infufficiency  of  Voice, 
were  ftrong  Bars  in  the  Way  of 
his  Succefs,    more   efpeciaily  in 

Tragedy. However,  notwith- 

ftanding  thefe  Difadvantages,  it  is 
TJOt  improbable,  as  from  his  ami- 
able private  Behaviour  he  was 
very  much  efteemcd,  and  had  ne- 
ver met  with  the  leaft  Repulfe 
from  the  Audience  in  any  of  his 
Performances,  that  he  might  have 
continued  much  longer  on  the 
Stage,  but  for  an  Accident  which 
determined  him  to  quit  it  on  a 
fudden  j  for  being  to  play  the 
Part  of  Guyomar  in  Drydens  In- 
dian  Emperor,  who  kills  Vafquez, 
one  of  the  Spanijh  Generals,  Mr. 
Farquhar,  by  fome  Miftake,  took 
a  real  Sword  inftead  of  a  Foil  on 
the  Stage  with  him,  and  in  the 
Engagement  wounded  his  Bro- 
ther Ti-agedian,  who  adted  Vaf- 
qucK,  in  fo  dangerous  a  Manner, 
that,  altho'  it  did  not  prove  mor- 
tal, he  was  a  long  Time  before 
he  recovered  it  5  and  the  Conli- 
deration  of  the  fatal  Confequences 
that  might  have  enfued,  wrought 
fo  ftrongly  on  our  Author's  hu- 
mane Difpofition,  that  he  took 
up  a  Refolution  never  to  go  on 
the  Stage  again,  or  fubmit  him- 
felf  to  the  Poffibilityof  fuch  ano- 
ther Miftake. 

Thus  did  Mr,  Farquhar  quit 
the  Stage,  at  a  Period  of  Life 
%vhen  few  have  even  attempted  to 
00  on  it,  for  at  this   Js»n£lure  Jie 
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could  not  have  been  much  more 
than  feventeen  Years  of  Age, 
fince  fome  Time  afterwards,  when 
Mr.  Wilks,  being  engaged  again 
to  Dmry  Lane  Theatre,  left  Dub- 
lin, Mr.  Farquhar  accompanied 
him  to  London  ;  and  this  Event 
happened  no  later  than  in  the 
Year  1696,  at  which  Time  he 
was  but  eigiiteen.— Here  his  Abi- 
lities and  agreeable  Addrefs  met 
with  confiderable  Encouragement, 
and  in  particular  recommended 
him  to  the  Patronage  of  the  Earl 
of  Orrery,  who  gave  him  a  Lieu- 
tenant's Commilhon  in  his  own 
Regiment,  thea  in  Ireland,  which 
he  held  feveral  Yeais,  and  in  his 
military  Capacity  conftantly  be- 
haved without  Reproach,  giving 
on  many  Occafions  Proofs  of 
great  Bravery  and  Condufl. 

But  thefe  were  not  all  the  Per- 
fe£lions  which  appeared  in  Mr, 
Farquhar  j  and  Mr.  Wflk%,  who 
well  knew  his  Humour  and  Abi- 
lities, and  was  convinced  that  he 
would  make  a  much  more  con- 
fpicuous  Figure  as  a  dramatic 
Writer  than  as  a  theatrical  Per- 
former, never  ceafed  his  Solicita- 
tions on  that  Head,  till  he  had 
prevailed  on  him  to  undertake  a 
Comedy,  which  he  compleated 
and  brought  on  the  Stage  in 
1698. — This  was  his  Love  and  a 
Bottle,  a  Comedy,  which,  tho' 
written  by  it's  Author  when  un- 
der twenty  Years  of  Age,  yet 
contains  fuch  a  Variety  of  Inci- 
dents and  Charafter,  and  fuch  a 
Sprightlinefs  of  Dialogue,  as  muft 
convince  us,  that  even  then  he 
had  avery  confiderable  Knowledge 
of  the  World,  and  a  very  clear 
Judgment  of  the  Manners  of 
Mankind  ;  and  the  Succefs  of  it, 
even  notwithftanding  that  Mr. 
Wilki,  the  Town's  great  Favorite 
in  Comedy,  had  no  Part  in  it, 
was  equal,  to  it's  Dellsrt. — V/he- 
[  M  2  ]  ther 
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ther  this  Play  made  it's  Appear- 
ance before  or  after  he  received 
liis  Commifiiojij  does  not  feem 
very  clear,  but  it  is  evident  that 
his  mihtary  Avocations  did  not 
check  his  dramatic  Talents,  but 
on  the  contrary  rather  improved 
them,  fmce  in  many  of  his  Piays, 
incre  efpecially  in  his  Recruiting 
Cjp-cer,  he  has  admirably  availed 
himfelf  of  the  Obfervations  of 
Life  and  Charafter,  whicli  the 
Army  vi'as  able  fo  amply  to  fupply 
him  with. — And  with  fuch  an 
eafy  Pleafantry,  and  yet  fo  ie^Qx^ii 
a  critical  Juftice,  has  he  rallied 
the  Foibles,  Follies  and  Vices 
even  of  thofe  Charadlers  that  he 
might  have  been  fuppofed  the 
moft  partial  to,  that  it  has  been 
obfen^ed,  if  he  had  not  been 
himfelf  an  Iri/hmati  and  an  Of- 
ficer, it  would  have  been  almoft 
impolTibie  for  him  to  have  avoid- 
ed the  Refentments  which  Vv'ould 
probably  have  fallen  on  him  for 
the  Liberty  he  has  taken  in  fome 
of  his  Pieces  with  the  Gharafters 
of  fome  ox  tlie  Gentlemen  of  the 
Army,  as  Vtell  as  with  thofe  of  a 
iieighbouring  Kingdom. 

The  Succefs  of  his  firft  Play 
eftabliihed  his  Reputation,  and 
encouraged  him  to  proceed,  and 
the  "Winter  Seafon  of  the  Jubilee 
Year  1700,  gave  the  Public  his 
favorite  Play  of  the  Confiant  Cou- 
ple, in  which  the  gay  airy  Hu- 
mour thrown  into  the  Charadler 
o'i  Sir  Harry  JVildair,  were  fo  well 
failed  to  Mr.  J-Filh's  Talents, 
that  they  gave  him  fuch  an  Op- 
portunity of  Exertion,  as  greatly 
heightened  his  Reputation  with 
the  Public,  and  in  great  Meafure 
re:>aid  thofe  A6ls  of  Friendftip 
which  he  had  ever  beftowed  on 
yir.  Farquhar. — This  Piece  was 
played  fifty-three  Nights  in  the 
firii  Seafon,  and  has  juftly  conti- 
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nued  in  high  Efteem  ever  fincc. 
The  fcllov/ing  Year  produced  a 
Sequel  to  it  5  which,  tho'  much 
the  moll  indifferent  of  all  hia 
Plays,  yet  met  with  tolerable 
Succefs,  and  indeed  with  much 
better  than  the  Comedy  of  the 
Incotijlant,  which  he  gave  to  the 
Public  two  Years  afterwards,  vix. 
in  1703,  and  which  vaftly  ex- 
celled it  in  Point  of  intrinfic 
Merit. — But  the  Failure  of  the 
laft-mentioned  Piece  was  entirely 
owing  to  the  Inundation  of  Fo- 
reign Entertainments  of  Mufic, 
Singing,  Dancing,  &c.  vrhich  at 
that  Tim.e  broke  in  upon  the 
Evglijh  Stage  in  a  Torrent,  feem'd 
with  a  Magical  Infatuation  at 
once  to  take  Poffeffion  of  Britijp 
Tafte,  and  occafion'd  a  total  Neg- 
left  of  the  more  valuable  and  in- 
trinfic Produftions  cf  our  own 
Countrymen. 

This  little  Difcouragement, 
however,  did  not  put  a  Stop  to 
our  Author's  Ardor  fcr  the  En- 
teitainment  of  the  Public,  fines 
we  find  him  ftill  v/riting  till  al- 
moft the  Hour  of  his  Death  •  his 
Beaux  Stratagem  having  been  writ- 
ten during  his  laft  Illnefs,,  and  his 
Death  happening  during  the  Run 
of  it. — Tlius  far  I  have  had  Oc- 
caf'a  to  mention  the  Dates  of 
fome  of  his  Pieces,  but  as  the 
chronological  Order  of  them  is 
not  a  Point  of  our  Confideration 
in  this  Part  of  our  Work,  liljall 
only  in  this  Place  compkat  my 
Aiccount  of  his  Plays,  by  giving 
an  entire  Lift  of  them  as  ufual, 
in  Alphabetical  Order,  as  fol- 
lows. 

I.  E erne's  Stratagem.     C. 

a.   Conftant  Couple.      C. 

3.  Inconjiant.      C. 

4.  l.ot'e  and  a  Bottle,      C. 

5.  Recruiting  Off.cer.      C. 

Qi,  Sir  Has  k  y  Wi  l  d  a  i r  .  C. 
7.  Stage 
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7.  Stage  Coach.  F.    (affifted  by 

Motteux.) 

8.  Tivin  Ri-vah.     C. 

As  it  has  been  generally  ima- 
gined that  in  all  his  Heroes,  he 
hss  intended  to  fketch  out  his 
own  Charafter,  it  is  reafonable 
to  conjedlure  that  his  own  Cha- 
raaer  muft  have  born  a  ftrong 
Refemblance  to  that  of  thofe  He- 
roes J  who  are  in  general  a  Set  o( 
young,  gav,  rakifti  Sparks,  guil- 
ty of  fome'Wildneffes  and  Follies, 
but  at  the  fame  Time  bleffed 
with  Parts  and  Abilities,  and  a- 
dorned  with  Courage  and  Honour. 
—It  is  not  therefore  to  be  won- 
dered that  from  the  few  Letters 
of  his  which  are  extant  in  Print, 
we  find  him'ftrongly  fufceptible 
of  the  tenderer  Paffions,  and  at 
the  fame  Time  treating  them  with 
great  Vivacity  and  Levity. — His 
warmeft  Attachment,  however, 
appears  to  have  been  to  her  whom 
he  conftantly  ftiles  his  dear  Pene- 
lope, v.'ho  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 

the  celebrated  Mrs.  Oldfield. 

Nor  is  it  at  all  wonderful,  that 
he  fhould  find  his  Heart  en- 
gaged by  a  Lady  who  pofleffed 
every  Attraftion  both  of  Perfon 
and  Converfation,  and  to  whofe 
Excellence  in  her  Profeflion  he 
owed  much  of  the  Succefs  of  his 
Pieces. — Nor  that  fiie  fhould  en- 
tertain a  very  peculiar  Regard  for 
a  young  Gentleman  of  Wit,  Spi- 
rit and  Gallantry,  to  whofe  firft 
Notice  of  her  fie  flood  indebted 
for  being  on  the  Srage  at  all,  and 
whofe  dramatic  Labours  after- 
v;ards  afforded  her  many  happy 
Opportunities  of  recommending 
herfelf  to  the  Public  Favour  on 
it. — And  now,  as  I  have  men- 
tioned this  Lady,  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  explain  the  Hint  thrown 
out  above,  that  it  was  wholly 
owing  to  Captain  Farjuhar  that 
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(he  became  an  Aflrefs,  which  was- 
in  Confequence  of  the  following 
Incident. 

That  Gentleman  dining  one 
Day  at  her  Aunt's,  who  kept  the 
Mitre  Tavern  in  St.  Jat^ies^i  Mar- 
ket,    heard   Mik  Narcj   reading 

a  Play  behind  the  Bar. This 

drew  his  Attention  to  lifien  for  a 
Time,  when  he  was  fo  plcafed 
with  the  proper  Emphafis  and 
agreeable  Turn  fhe  gave  to  each 
Charafter,  that  he  fwore  the  Girl 
was  cut  out  for  the  Stage. — As 
fhe  had  always  exprefled  an  In- 
clination for  that  Way  of  Life, 
and  a  Defire  of  trj^ing  her  Fortune 
in  it,  her  Mother,  on  this  En- 
couragement, the  next  Time  flie 
faw  Captain  Vanbrugh  (afterv.'ards 
Sir  yobn)  who  had  a  great  Re- 
fpeftfor.the  Family,  acquainted 
him  with  Captain  Farquhar''s  O- 
pinion  ;  on  which  he  defired  tor 
know  whether  her  Bent  was  mod 
to  Tragedy  or  Comedy.  —  Mifs 
being  called  in,  informed  him, 
that  her  principal  Inclination  was 
to  the  latter,  having  at  that  Time 
gone  thro'  all  Beaumont  and 
Fletcher  5  Comedies,  and  the  Play 
fhe  was  reading  when  Captain 
Farquhar  dined  there  having  been 
the  Scornful  Lady, — Captain  Van- 
brugh ihortly  after  recommended 
her  to  Mr.  Chrijlopher  Rich,  who 
took  her  into  the  Houfe  at  the 
Allowance  of  fifteen  Shillings /^cr 
Week. — However,  her  agreeable 
Figure  and  Sweetnefs  of  Voice, 
foon  gave  her  the  Preference,  in 
the  Opinion  of  the  whole  Town, 
to  all  the  young  Aftrefles  of 
that  Time,  and  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  in  particular,  being 
pleafed  to  fpeak  to  Mr,  Rich  in 
her  Favour,  he  inftantly  raifed 
her  to  twenty  Shillings  per  Week. 
~-After  which  her  Fame  and 
Salary  gradually  increafedj  till  at 
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length  they  both  attained  that 
Height  which  her  Merit  entitled 
her  to. 

Whether  Mr.  Farfuhar''s  Con- 
neftions  with  this  Lady  extended 
beyoad  the  Limits  of  mere  Friend- 
fhio,  it  is  not  my  Intention  here 
to  "enquire. — But  of  what  Kind 
foever    they  were,  it   is    evident 
they  did  not  lon-g  interfere  v.-ith 
any   more   regular   Engagement  5 
for   in  1703  Capt.  Farquhar  was 
married,  and  according  to  gcncTai 
Eeport  to  a  Lady  of  a   very  good 
Fortune  j    but  in   this  Particular 
the  Captain  and  the  Pu.blic  were 
both  alike  miftaken  ;  for  the  real 
Fail  was,    that   the   Lady,  who 
really  had  no  Fortune  at  all,   had 
fallen   fo  violently  in   Love  with 
our  Author,  that,  determined  10 
have  him  at  any  Rate,  and  judg- 
ing perhaps   very  juftly,    that  a 
Gentleman    of   his    volatile    and 
diffipated  Humour  would  not  ea- 
iily   be  dra^'n  into  the  Matrimo- 
nial  Cage,  without  the   Bait  of 
fome  very  confiderable  Advantage 
to  allure  him  to  it,  fte  contiived 
to  have  it  given  out  that  fhe  was 
poffefsM  of  a  large  Fortune  j   and 
finding   Means  afterwards  to  let 
Mr.  Fc'.r^uhar  knov.'  her  Attach- 
iriEnt  to  him,  the  united  Powers 
of  Intereft  and  Vanity  perfediy 
got  the  better  of  his  Paffion  for 
Libc'i  ty,  and  they  were  united  in 
the  hymeneal  Bands. — But  Jiow 
great    was    his    Difappointment^ 
when  he  found   all  his  Profpccts 
dverclouded  fo  early  in   Life  (for 
he  was  then  no  more  than  four  and 
twenty)  by  a  Marriage  from  v/hich 
he  had  Nolhing  to  expe<a;  but  an 
annual  Increafe  of  Family,    and 
an  Enlargement  of   Expen-ee  in 
Gonfequence  of  it  far  beyond  what 
his  Income  would  fupport.— Yet 
10  his  immortal  Honour  be  it  re  - 
cordcdj    tho'   he    found   himfclf 
*hns  deceiveU  ina  moft,  €ilentia,l 
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Particular,  he  never  once  was 
known  to  upbraid  his  Wife  for 
it,  but  generoufly  forgave  an  Im- 
pofition  v/hich  Love  for  him  alone 
had  urg'd  her  to,  and  even  be- 
haved to  her  with  all  the  Ten- 
dernefs  and  Delicacy  of  the  moft 
indulgent  Flulband. 

Mis,  Farqtihar,    however,   did 
not  very  long  enjoy  the  Flappinefs. 
Hie  had  purchafed  by  this  Strata- 
gem, for   the  Circumftances  that 
attended  this  Union  were  In  fom.e 
Refpc£l   perhaps   the    Means   of 
ffiortening  the  Period  of  the  Cap- 
tain's   Lif^,.    for  finding  himfelf 
confiderably  involved  in  Debt  irs 
Confeqrence   of   their    increafmg 
Family,  he  was  induced  to  make 
Application   to    a    certain    noble 
Courtier,  who  had  frequently  pro- 
fefled  the  greateft  Friendfkip  for 
him,   and  given  him  the  flrongefl: 
AfTurances   of  intended  Services* 
— This  pretended  Paticn  repeated 
his   former  Declarations,   but  tx- 
preffing   much   Concern   th<it   he 
had   nothing   at  prefent  immedi- 
at.ly  in   his  Power,   advifed  hint 
to  convert  his   Commifiion   into 
Money  to  anfwer  his  prefent  Oc- 
cafionSj  and  a(rurM  him  that  in  a 
very   fiiort  Time   he  would  pro- 
cure another  for  him. — Fareukar,, 
v/ho  could  not  bear  the  Thoughts 
of  his  Y^^'ife  and  Pamiiy  being  in 
Diftrefs,  and  was  therefore  ready 
to  lay  hold  on  Any  Expedient  for 
their  PvtJief,  followed  this  Piecs 
of  Advice,   and  fold  his  Commif- 
fson  5  but  to  his  great  Mortifica- 
tion  and   Difappointment  found^, 
on  a  Renewal  of  his  Application' 
to  this  inhuman  Nobleman,  thac 
he  had  either  entirely  forgotten, 
or  had  never  intended  to  perform, 
the  Promife  he  had  m,adehim. — ■ 
This  diiiraaing  Fruflration  of  all 
his  FJopes  fixed  itfelf  fo  fl-rongly. 
on   our  Author's  Mind,  that  it 
fdos   brought   on„  him    a   furcj, 
the!' 
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tho'  not  a  vei7  fiidden  Declenfion 
of  Nature,  v.-liich  at  length  car- 
ried him  off  the  Stage  of  Life  in 
the  latter  End  o^  April  lion,  be- 
fore he  could  well  be  faid  to  have 
run  half  his  Courfe,  being  not 
quite  thirty  Years  of  -Age  when 
he  died. 

Notwithftanding     the     feveral 
Difappointrnents    and    Vexations 
which  this  Gentleman   met  with 
during    his    fliort    Stay    in    this 
tranfitory  "World,    nothing  feems 
to  have  been  able  to  overcome  the 
Readinefs  of  his   Genius  or  the 
eafy  Good-Nature  of  his  Difpofi- 
tion  ;   for   he   began    and  finifhed 
Lis   well-known  Comedy   of  the 
Beaux    Stratagem    in     about     fix 
Weeks,    during   his   laft    Illnefs, 
notwithftanding  that  he,  for  great 
Part  of  the  Time,  was  extremely 
fenfible    of   the    Approaches    of 
Death,    and    even  foretold  what 
aclrually  happened,  njix.    that  he 
fhould   die   before  the  Run  of  it 
was  over, — Nay,  in  fo  calm  and 
manly  a  Manner  did  he  treat  the 
Expeciaticn  of  that  fatal  Event, 
a?  even  to  be  able  to  exercife  his 
wonted   Pleafantry    on    the   very 
Subiefl. — For  while  his  Play  v.'as 
in    Rehearfnl,     his    Friend    Mr. 
PZHkz,  who  frequently  vifited  him 
during   his   IlLnefs,    obferving   to 
him  that  Mrs.  Oldjidd  ihoMiht  he 
had  dealt  too  freely  with  the  Cha- 
rsfter   of  Mrs.   Sullen.,  in  giving 
her  to   Archer,    without   fuch   a. 
proper  Divorce  as  might  be  a  Se- 
curity for   her  Honour,: — Oh,  re- 
plied the   Author,  with   his  ac- 
cuftomld  Vivacity,  I  ivill,  if  Jhe 
f>leafes,  jalve  that   immediately,   by 
getting   a   real  Divorce,    marrying 
her  myself,  and gi-v.ing  her  wy  Bor.d 
that  Jlje  Jhall  be  a  real  Widoiv  in 
Icfs  than  a  Fort  right. But  no- 
thing   can  give  a    more   perfeft 
Idea  of  that   Difpofition  I  have 
Wnted  ^c  ia  hiati,  than  the  very 
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laconic  butexpreffive  Billet  w'lj^H 
Mr.  IVilks  found  after  his  jjieath 
among  his  Papers  dircfled  tohim- 
l^lf,  and  which,  as  a  Curiofity  in 
its  Kind,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
giving  to  my  Readers  j  it  was  aa 
follows. 

Dear  Boh, 
''•  I  have  not  any  Thing  to 
*'  leave  thee  to  perpetuate  my 
"  Memory ,  but  two  helplefs 
"  Girls  J  look  upon  them  fcme- 
"  times,  and  think  of  him  that 
"  was,  to  the  lafi  Moment  of 
"  his  Life,  thine, 

George  FarqvharC'' 
r.or  would  it  be  doing  Juftice  to 
Mr.  IVtihSz  Memory  not  to  ob- 
ferve  in  this  Place,  tLat  he  paid 
the  motl:  pundlual  Regaid  to  ths 
Requcft  of  his  dying  Friend,  by 
fiiewingthera  cveryAd  cfRegard,. 
and  when  they  became  fit  to  be  ' 
put  out  into  the  World,  procured 
a  Benefit  for  each  of  them  for 
that  Purpofe. 

Mr,  Farqv.harz  private  Charac- 
ter may  be  fully  gather'd  from 
what  has  been  already  faid,  yet 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  cb- 
fcrve,  that  from  his  BchavioiJr  to 
his  Wife,  and  his  apparent  Ten- 
dcrnefs  towards  his  Children,  he 
muft  have  been  poiTeffed  of  ex- 
celient  moral  Quahties,  and  de- 
ferved  a  much  better  Fate  than 
what  he  met  with. 

As  a  Writer,  the  Opinions  ef 
Critics  have  been  various  j  the 
general  Charadler  which  has  been: 
given  of  his  Comedies  is,  that 
the  Succefs  of  moft  of  them  far 
exceeded  the  Author's  Expefta- 
tions  J  that  he  was  particularly 
happy  in  the  Choice  of  his  Sub- 
jcfts,  which  he  always  took  Care 
to  adorn  v/ith  a  great  Variety  of 
Charadters  and  Licidents  ;  that  his 
Stile  is  pure  and  unaffeded,  his 
Wit  natural  and  flowing,  and  his 
Plots  generally  well  cbiitrived.— 
Bus 


F  A 

But  then,  on  the  contrary,  it  has 
been  objefted,  that  he  was  too 
hafty  in  his  Produ£lions  j  that  his 
Works  are  loofe,  tho'  indeed  not 
fo  grofsly  Libertine  as  thofe  of 
fome  other  Wits  of  his  Time  j 
that  his  Imagination,  tho'  lively, 
was  capable  of  no  great  Compafs, 
and  his  Wit,  tho'  paffable,  not 
fuch  as  would  gain  Ground  on 
Confideration. — In  a  Word,  he 
feems  to  have  been  a  Man  of 
a  Genius  rather  fprightly  thm 
great,  rather  flowing  than  folid  j 
his  Charadlers  are  natural,  yet 
rot  ever  ftrongly  mark'd,  nor  pe  • 
culiarly  heightened  5  yet,  as  it  is 
apparent  he  drew  his  Obfervations 
from  thofe  he  converfed  with,  and 
formed  all  his  Portraits  from  Na- 
ture, it  is  more  than  probab'e, 
that  if  he  had  lived  to  have  gain- 
ed a  more  general  Knowledge  of 
Life,  or  his  C  rcumftances  had 
not  been  fo  ftraitened  as  to  pre- 
vent his  mingling  with  Perfons 
©f  Rank,  we  might  have  feen  his 
Plays  embellifhed  with  more  fi- 
niftied  Characters,  and  adorned 
with  a  mpre  polifhed  Dialogue. 

On  the  whole,  however,  his 
Pieces  are  very  entertaining,  and 
a>moft  all  of  them, after  near  three- 
fcore  Years  have  pafTed  over  them, 
are  ftill  fome  of  the  greateft  Fa- 
vorites of  the  Public. — His  Tivin 
Riziah  has  been  confider'd  by  the 
Critics  as  his  moft  perfect,  regu- 
lar and  finifli'd  Play,  yet  it  is  far 
from  flanding  in  the  fame  Rank 
cii  Preference  with  the  Audience  ; 
which  is  one  Inftance  among  ma 
ny  that  ferve  to  evince  that  the 
Art  of  Pleafing  in  dramatic  Wri- 
tings, and  more  efpecially  in  Co- 
medy, frequently  depends  on  a 
certain  Happinefs,  which  cannot 
be  reduc'd  within  the  Limits  of 
any  didaftic  Rules  pr  critical  Li- 
vfiftigatioa. 
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Fen  TON,  EUjah,  Efq;— -This 
Gentleman  was  the  youngeft  of 
twelve  Children,  and  was  born  at 
a  Town  calFd  Shelton,  near  New- 
cajiic  under  Line,  in  Staffordjhirey 
in  which  County  are  feveral  Fa- 
milies of  the  Name  o(  Fenton,  all 
of  whom  are  Branches  from  the 
fame  original  Stock,  which  was 
a  very  ancient  and  honourable 
one. — Nor  had  he  lefs  Right  to 
boaft  of  the  Antiquity  of  his  Fa- 
mily on  the  Female  Side,  his 
Mother  being  lineally  defcended 
from  one  Mare,  who  was  an  Of- 
ficer in  William  the  Conqueror's 
Army. — All  the  Writers  of  his 
Life  are  filent  as  to  the  Date  of 
his  Birth,  but  agree  that  he  was. 
intended  for  the  Miniflry,  to 
prepare  him  for  which  he  was 
fent  to  the  Univcrljty  of  Cani' 
bridge,  and  enter'd  of  ^ejus  Col- 
lege.— Here  however  he  embrac'd' 
Principles  very  oppofite  to  the 
Government,  whereby  he  became 
difqualified  for  the  taking  Or- 
ders.— Soon  after  his  quitting  the 
Univerfity,  he  was  entertained 
by  the  Earl  of  Orrery  as  his  Se- 
cretary J  but  how  long  he  conti- 
nued in  that  Office  does  not 
clearly  appear. — He  feems  indeed 
to  have  pafs'd  the  moft  of  his 
Time  in  the  Country,  among  his 

Friends    and    Relations.- But 

whether  he  had  any  Thiiig  of  an 
independent  Fostune,  or  was  af- 
fifted  by  his  eldeft  Brother,  who 
had  an  Eftate  of  a  Thoufand 
Pounds  per  Annum,  and  to  whom 
he  conftantly  paid  an  annual  Vi- 
iit,  I  have  not  been  able  to  de- 
termine.— Certain,  however,  it 
is,  that  he  was  a  Man  of  great 
Humanity  and  Tendemefs,  and 
of  a  moft  affable  and  genteel  Be- 
haviour, which  Qualities,  joined 
to  his  great  Good  Senfe  and  lite- 
rary Abilities,  highly  endear'd 
hii». 
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him  to  all  who  knew  him,  and 
more  efpecialiy  to  his  Relations, 
by  whom  he  was  greatly  carefs'd. 

His  Life ,  not  being  inter- 
mingled with  any  A/iairs  of  pub- 
lic Bufmefs,  was  likctbat  of  rnoft 
ihidious  Men,  very  barren  of  In- 
eideirt.' — It  was,  however,  blefi: 
with  an  uninterrupted  Calm, 
which  he  enjoy'd  till  the  inevit- 
able Stroke  deprived  the  World 
of  him  and  his  Virtues,  on  the 
13th  of  July  1730. — ■ — He  died, 
and  was  buried  at  Eafi  Hanipftead 
Park,  near  Oahngham  in  Berk- 
jJoire,  leaving  behind  liim  the 
fame  fair  Reputation  he  had  car- 
ried with  him  thro'  Life. In 

ihort,  he  was  perhaps  the  very 
happieft  Man  among  the  whole 
extenfive  Number  wc  fhall  have 
Occafion  to  mention  in  the  Courfe 
of  tliis  Work. — He  had  that  good 
Fortune  which  rarely  befalls  Au- 
thors, of  having  his  Merits  ac- 
knowledged and  refpefted  during 
his  Life-Time,  withbut  having 
t^id  himfelf  open  to  tlie  Jealoufy 
or  Malevolence  even  of  his  Bro- 
ther Writers. — And  as, while  liv- 
ing, he  enjoy'd  the  Friendfhip  of 
Mr.  Pope,  fo  after  Death  he  re- 
ceived from  that  Poet  the  Tri- 
bute of  a  very  elegant  Epitaph, 
which  is  to  be  found  in  Mr. 
Popes  Works,  and  which  more 
ftvongly  charaiflerizes  the  Good- 
nefs  of  the  Perfon  it  was  written 
ijpon,  than  all  that  I  could  add 
on  this  Occafion  could  poffibiy 
do. 

Mr.  Tentcn  wrote  many  Poems, 
but  only  one  dramatic  Piece, 
which  is  entitled, 

Mariamne.  T. 
This  however  met  v.'ith  perhaps 
•as  much  Appiaufe  as  any  Play 
that  had  appeared  for  many  Years 
■both  before  and  after  it  j  and  iri- 
deed  much  more  than  could  be 
,  e'xpcdcd  under  the  difadvantage- 
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ou£  Circumfrances  that  attefldcd 
on  it's  firft  Appearance. — For,  in 
Confequence  of  the  ill  Behaviour 
of  the  Managers  of  Drury  Lane 
Theatre,  who,  notwithftandirig 
repeated  Promifes  to  the  contra- 
ry, had  delayed  bringing  it  on 
for  three  or  four  Years  together, 
he  was  induced,  and  indeed  ad- 
vifed  by  his  Friends,  to  carry  it 
to  the  Theatre  in  Lincoln  s-Inn-' 
Fields,  v.here  he  v^as  affur'd  that 
his  interelt  Ihguld  be  ftrongly 
fuppor:ed  ;  and  indeed  thefe  Pro- 
mifes were  amply  performed  j  for 
altho'  that  Theatre  was  then  fo 
entirely  cut  of  Favour  with  the 
Town,  which  in  general  is  guid- 
ed by  Caprice  and  Fafhion  alone, 
that  for  a  long  Time  before  tlie 
Managers  had  fcarcely  ever  been 
able  to  defray  their  Charges,  nay, 
frequently  had  a£led  to  Audiences 
of  iive  or  fix  Pounds,  the  Merit 
of  this  Piece  not  only  brought 
crowded  Houfes  forfeveral  Nights 
together,  but  feem'd  by  fo  doing 
to  have  turn'd  the  Current  of 
public  Favour  into  a  new  Chan- 
nel, from  wkirb,  during  the  Ex- 
ifirence  of  that  'Iheatre,  it  never 
after  fo  totally  deviated,  as  it  had 
done  for  a  conhderable  while  be- 
fore. 

Field,  Mr.  Nathaniel. — This 
Author  lived  in  the  Reigns  of 
King  'James  I.  and  King  Cka,  I. 
and  was  not  only  a  Lover  of  the 
Mufes,  but  belov'd  by  them,  and 
the  Poets  his  Cotemporarits. — 
He  'was  alfo  an  Actor,  and  ap- 
pears to  have  been  held  in  confi- 
dcrable  Efamaticn  in  that  Light  j 
for  we  find  his  Name  joined  with 
Xho^Q.  oi  Hcmnilngs,  Burhaj^e,  Coif 
del,  Sic.  before  the  Folio  E^iition 
o(  Shakefpeare's  Work?,  and  :db 
in  the  Dramatis  Peiflius  prefix'd 
to  the  Cyntkia''s  Revels  of  Bc7i 
jonfon. — flc  was  alfo  a  great  Fa- 
vorite with  M&jjivgsr  and  Chat- 
imny 
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mafi,  the  latter  of  whom  adopted 
him  for  his  Son.— He  wrote  two 
dramatic  Pieces,  whofe  Titles  are 
as  follow, 

1.  Amends  for  Ladies.     C. 

z.  If  Oman  is  a  JVeatber -Cock, 
Com. 
Befides  thefe,  he  was  concerned 
%vith  MaJJinger  in  the  writing  of 
a  very  good  Play,  called, 

The  Fatal  Do^vry, 
»n  which  two  Authors  fince  have 
formed  the  Ground- work  of  their 
refpeftive  Tragedies,  'vix.  Mr. 
Rrnve  that  of  his  Fair  Penitent, 
and  Aaron  Hill  of  one  which  he 
left  behind  him  unfini/hed,  by 
the  Title  of  The  hfol-vent,  or  Fi- 
lial Piety. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  trace 
the  juft  Period  either  of  the  Birth 
©r  Death  of  this  Author. 

Fielding,  Henry,  Efq; 
This  well-known  and  juftly  cele- 
brated Writer  of  our  own  Time, 
was  born  at  Sbarpbam  Park  in 
Somerjetjhire,  April  22,  1707.— 
His  Father  Edmund  Fielding,  Efq; 
who  was  a  younger  Son  of  the 
Earl  of  Denbigh^  was  in  the  Ar- 
ray, and  towards  the  Clofe  of 
King  George  I's  Reign  or  the  Ac- 
cefTion  of  George  II.  \vas  promoted 
to    the    Rank  of  a  Lieutenant- 

General. His    Mother    was 

Daughter  to  Judge  Cold,  and 
Aunt  to  the  prefent  Sir  Henry 
Gold,  one  of  the  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer. — This  Lady,  befides 
our  Author,  who  feems  to  have 
been  her  firft  born,  had  another 
Son  and  four  Daughters,  one  of 
the  latter  being  the  celebrated 
Mifs  lidding  now  living,  and 
Author  of  David  Simple,  the 
Countefs  of  Dehin,  the  Cry,  and 
many  other  very  ingenious  Pieces. 
And,  in  Confequence  of  his  Fa- 
ther's fecond  Marriage,  Mr. Field- 
ing had  fix  half  Brothers,  all  of 
whom  are   dead,    excepting  the 
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prcfcnt  Sir  Jobn  Fielding,  now  in 
the  Commiffion  of  the  Peace  for 
the  Counties  of  Middlcfex,  Surry, 
EJ/'ex,  and  the  Liberties  of  Wefi' 
minfier. 

Our  Author  received  the  firft 
Rudiments  of  his  Education  at 
home,  under  the  Care  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Oliver,  for  whom  he 
feems  to  have  had  no  very  great 
Regard,  as  he  is  faid  to  have  de- 
figned  a  Portrait  of  his  Charafter 
in  the  very  humorous  yet  detella- 
ble  one  of  Parfon  TruUiber,  in  his 
Jojeph  Andreivs. —  When  taken 
from  under  this  Gentleman's 
Charge,  he  was  removed  to  Eton 
School,  where  he  had  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  cultivating  a  very  early 
Intimacy  and  Friendihip  with  fe- 
veral,  who  afterwards  became  the 
firft  Perfons  in  the  Kingdom, 
fuch  as  Lord  Lyttleton,  Mr.  FoXy 
Mr.  Pitt,  Sir  Charles  Hanbury 
Williams,  Sec.  who  ever  thro'  Life 
retained  a  vv^arm  Regard  for  him. 
■ — But  thefe  were  not  the  only 
Advantages  he  reaped  at  that  great 
Seminary  of  Education  j  for  by 
an  afliduous  Application  to  Study 
and  the  Pofleffion  of  ftrong  and 
peculiar  Talents,  he  became,  be- 
fore he  left  that  School,  uncom- 
monly verfed  in  the  Greek  Au- 
thors, and  a  perfe<3:  Matter  of  the 
Latin  Claffics. — Thus  accomplifii- 
ed,  at  about  eighteen  Years  of 
Age  he  left  Eton,  and  went  to 
Leyden,  where  he  ftudied  under 
the  meft  celebrated  Civilians  for 
about  two  Years,  at  the  Expira- 
tion of  which  Time,  the  Remit- 
tances from  England  not  coming 
fo  regularly  as  at  (irk,  he  was 
obliged  to  return  to  London. 

In  fhort,  Geneml  Ftelding's  Fa- 
mily being  very  greatly  increafed 
by  his  fecond  Marriage,  as  may 
be  feen  from  what  we  have  faid 
above,  it  became  impoflible  for 
him  to  nwke  fuch  Appointinents 
for 
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for  this  his  eldeft  Son,  as  he  could 
have  wifhed  ;  the  utmoft  that  he 
could  aftbrd  to  allow  him  being 
no  more  than  two  hundred  Pounds 
a  Year,  with  which  flender  In- 
come, a  ftrcng  Conftitution,  a 
lively  Imagination,  and  a  Difpo- 
fition  naturally  but  little  formed 
for  Oeconomy,  he  found  himfelf 
his  own  Mafter,  in  a  Place  where 
the  Temptations  to  every  expen- 
five  Pleafure  are  fo  numerous, 
and  the  Means  of  gratifying  them 
fo  eafily  attainable. — From  this 
unfortunately  pleafing  Situation 
fprung  the  Source  of  every  Mif*- 
fortune  or  Uneafinefs  that  Mr. 
F/f/J/wj- afterwards  felt  thro' Life. 
—He  very  foon  found  that  his 
Finances  were  by  no  Means  ade- 
quate to  the  frequent  Draughts 
made  on  him  from  the  Confe- 
quences  of  the  brilk  Career  of 
Difiipation  which  he  had  launch- 
ed into  J  yet,  as  difagreeable  Im- 
preflions  never  continued  long  up- 
on his  Mind,  but  only  on  the 
contrary  rouzed  him  to  ftruggle 
thro'  his  Difficulties  with  the 
greater  Spirit  and  Magnanimity, 
he  fiatter'd  himfelf  that  he  fliould 
find  his  Refources  in  his  Wit  and 
Invention,  pnd  accordingly  com- 
menced a  Writer  for  the  Stage  in 
the  Year  1727,  at  which  Time 
he  had  not  more  than  attained 
the  Completion  of  his  twentieth 
Year. 

Kis  firft  Attempt  in  the  Dra- 
ma was  a  Piece  called  Love  in 
jevtral  Mafquet,  which,  tho'  it 
immediately  fucceeded  the  long 
and  crowded  Run  of  the  Prouoked 
Htt/hand,  met  with  a  favourable 
Reception,  as  did  likewife  his  fe- 
cond  Play,  which  came  out  in 
the  following  Year,  and  was  en- 
titled. The  Temple  Beau.—Ht  did 
not  however  meet  with  equal 
Succcfs  in  all  his  dramatic  Works, 
fojr  he  has  even  printed  in  the 
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Title  Page  of  one  of  his  Farcei, 
as  it  'Was  damned  at  the  Theatre 
Royal  in  Drury  Lane  j  and  he 
himfelf  informs  us,  in  the  ge- 
neral Preface  to  his  Mifcellanies, 
that  for  the  Wedding  Day,  tho* 
afted  fix  Nights,  his^Profits  from 
the  Houfc  did  not  exceed  Fifty 
Pounds. — Nor  did  a  much  better 
Fate  attend  on  fome  of  his  earlier 
Productions,  fo  that,  tho'  it  was 
his  Lot  always  to  write  from  Ne- 
ceflity,  he  would  probably,  not- 
withftanding  his  Writings,  have 
laboured  continually  under  that 
Neceflity,  had  not  the  Severity  of 
the  Public  and  the  Malice  of  his 
Enemies  met  with  a  noble  Alle- 
viation from  the  Patronage  of 
feveral  Perfons  of  diilinguiflied 
Rank  and  Charadler,  particularly 
the  late  Dukes  of  Richmond  and 
Roxburgh,  John  Duke  of  Argyle^ 
the  prefent  Lord  Lytthton,  &c. 
the  laft-named  of  which  NoRe- 
men  not  only  by  his  Friend/hip 
foftened  the  Rigour  of  our  Au- 
thor's Misfortunes  while  he  lived, 
but  alfo  by  his  generous  Ardour 
has  vindicated  his  Charader  and 
done  Juftice  to  his  Memory  after 
Death, 

About  fix  or  feven  Years,  after 
Mr.  Fielding\  commencing  a 
Writer  for  the  Stage,  he  fell  in 
Love  with  and  married  one  Mifs  ' 
Craddock,  a  young  Lady  from  Sa- 
lijhury,  pofTefled  of  a  very  great 
Share  of  Beauty,  and  a  Fortune 
of  about  fifteen  hundred  Pounds, 
and  about  the  fame  Time  his 
Mother  dying,  an  Eftate  at  Slower 
in  Dorfetjhirc,  of  fomewhat  better 
than  two  hundred  Pounds  per 
Annum  cat4e  into  his  Pofleffion, 
— With  this  Fortune,  which,  had 
it  been  conduced  with  Prudence 
and  Oeconomy,  might  have  fe- 
cured  to  him  a  State  of  Indepen- 
dence for  Life,  and  with  the 
Helps  it  might  have  derived  from 

tb€ 
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tht  Produ<ftions  of  a  Genius  un- 
ihcumber'd  with  Anxieties  and 
Perplexity,-  might  have  even  af- 
forded him  an  affluent  Income  ; 
M-ith  this,  I  fay,  and  a  Wife 
whom  he  was  fond  of  to  Diftrac- 
ticn,  and  for  whofc  Sake  he  had 
taken  up  a  Refolution  of  biding 
Adieu  to  all  the  Follies  and  In- 
temperances to  vhich  he  had  ad- 
difted  himfelf  in  that  fhort  but 
very  rapid  Career  of  a  Town  Life 
which  he  had  run,  he  determined 
to  retire  to  his  Country  Seat,  and 
there  refide  entirely. 

But  here,  in  Spite  of  this  pru- 
dent Refolution,  one  Folly  only 
took  Place  of  another,  and  Fa- 
iriily  Pride  now  brought  on  him 
all  the  Inconveniences  in  one 
Place,  that  youthful  Difiipation 
and  Libertinifm  had  done  in  an- 
other.— The  Income  he  poffcfs'd, 
tho*  fufiicient  for  Eafe  and  even 
fome  Degree  of  Elegance,  yet  was 
in  no  Degree  adequate  to  the 
Support  of  either  Luxury  or 
Splendour. — Yet,  fond  of  Figure 
and  Magnificence,  he  incumbered 
h?mfelf  with  a  large  Retinue  of 
Servants,  and  his  natural  Turn 
leading  him  to  aFondnefs  for  the 
Ddights  of  Society  and  Convivial 
Mirth,  he  threw  wide  oycn  the 
Gates  of  Hofpitality,  and  fufFer'd 
his  whcle  Patrimony  to  be  de- 
vour'd  up  by  Hounds,  Horfes  and 
Entertainments. — In  ihort.  In  lefs 
than  three  Years,  from  the  mere 
Paffion  of  being  eileem'd  a  Man. 
of  great  Fortune,  he  reduced  him- 
felf to  the  difpleafing  Situation  of 
having  no  Fortune  at  all ;  and 
thro'  an  Ambition  of  maintain- 
ing an  open  Houfe  for  the  P.e- 
ception  of  every  snc  clfe,  he  foon 
found  himfelf  WithoMt  a  Habita- 
tion which  he  could  call  his  own. 
•—In  a  Word,  by  a  Defire,  as 
Shiihef^eare  exprefles  it. 
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— —  ofpe-xdnga  more  fivelling . 

Port 
Than  his  fai?it  Means  ivould grant 

Continuance, 

he  was,  in  the  Ccurfe  of  a  very 
fhort  Period,  brought  back  to  the 
fame  unfortunate  Situation  which 
he  had  before  experienced  j  but 
with  this  Aggravation  to  it,  that 
he  could  now  h^ve  none  of  thofe 
Refources  in  future  to  look  for- 
wa^-d  to,  which  he  had  tlius  in- 
difcreetly  laviflied. — He  had  un- 
dermined his  own  Supports,  and 
had  now  nothing  but  his  own  A- 
bilities  to  depend  on  for  the  Re- 
covery of  v/hat  he  had  fo  wan- 
tonly thrown  from,  him,  an  eafy 
Competence.  —  Not  difcouraged, 
however,  he  determined  to  exert 
his  beft  Abilities,  betook  himfelf 
clofely  to  the  Study  of  the  Law, 
and  after  the  cuftomary  Time  of 
Probation  at  the  Temple,  was  cal- 
led to  the  Bar,  and  made  no  in- 
confiderable  Figure  in  Wcjlmififtcr 
Hall. 

To  the  Praftice  of  the  Law 
Mr.  Fielding  now  applied  himfelf  . 
with  great  Afiiduity  both  in  the 
Courts  here  and  on  the  Circuits, 
fo  long  as  his  Health  permitted 
him,  and  it  is  probable  would  have 
rifen  to  a  confiderable  Degree  of 
Eminence  in  it,  had  not  the  In- 
temperances of  his  early  Parts  of 
Life  put  a  Check,  by  their  Con- 
fequences,  to  the  Progrefs  of  his 

Succefs. In  fhort,  tho'  but  a 

young  Man,  he  began  now  to  be 
jr.olelted  wicfi  fuch  violent  At- 
tacks from  the  Gout,  as  render'd 
it  impoiTible  for  him  to  be  as 
conilant  at  the  Bar  as  the  Labo- 
rioufnefs  of  his  Profellion  re- 
quired, and  would  only  permit 
him  to  purfue  the  Law  by 
Snatches,  at  fuch  Intervals  as 
were  free  from  Indifpolltion.— * 
However, 
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However,  under  thefe  united  Se- 
verities of  Pain  and  Want,  he 
ftiJl  found  Relburces  in  his  Ge- 
nius and  Abilities. — He  was  con- 
cerned in  a  political  Periodical 
Paper,  called  the  Chanipiony  which 
owed  it's  principal  Support  to  his 
Pen  ;  a  Pen  which  feems  never 
to  have  lain  idle,  fince  it  was 
perpetually  producing,  almoft  as  it 
were  extempore,  a  Play,  a  Farce, 
a  Pamphlet,  or  a  Nev/s-paper, 
but  whole  full  Exertion  of  Power 
feem'd  referved  for  a  Kind  of 
"Writing  different  from,  and  in- 
deed fuperior  to,  them  all  j  nor 
will  it  perhaps  be  neceflfary  in 
Proof  of  this  more  than  to  men- 
tion his  celebrated  Novels  of  j^o- 
fcpb  Andreius  and  Tom  Jones, 
which  are  too  well  knovv'n  and 
too  juftly  admired  to  leave  us  any 
Room  for  expatiating  on  their 
Merits. — Precarious,  however,  as 
this  Means  of  Subfiftence  un- 
avoida*bly  muft  be,  it  was  fcarcely 
poflible  he  (hould  be  enabled  by  it 
to  recover  his  f^lattered  Fortunes, 
and  was  therefore  at  length  ob- 
liged to  accept  of  the  Office  of  an 
afting  Magiftrate  in  the  Com- 
jniflion  of  the  Peace  for  the 
County  of  Middlefex,  in  which 
Station  he  continued  till  pretty 
near  the  Time  of  his  Death  ;— 
an  Office  however  which  feldom 
fails  of  being  hateful  to  the  Po- 
pulace, and  of  Co'irfe  liable  to 
many  infamous  and  unjufl  Impu- 
tations, particularly  that  of  Ve- 
nality ;  a  Charge  which  the  111- 
natur'd  World,  not  unacquainted 
with  Mr.  Fielding's  Want  of  Oe- 
conomy  and  Paffion  for  Expence 
were  but  too  ready  to  call  upon 
him.— Yet  from  this  Charge  Mr. 
Murphy^  in  the  Life  of  this  Au- 
thor, prefixed  to  a  late  Edition  of 
his  Works,  has  taken  great  Pains 
to  exculpate  him,  as  has  likewife 
Mx,Fiildii3gHmk\f}  in  hi%  Fojags 
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tB  Lijhoiiy  which  was  net  onty  his 
lafl:  Work,  but  may  with  feme- 
Degree  of  Propriety  be  confider'd 
as  the  laft  Words  of  a  dying  Man  ; 
that  Voyage  having  been  under- 
taken onJy  :s  a  dernier  Refcrt  in 
one  laft  defperate  Effort  for  the 
Prefervation  of  Lile,  and  the  re- 
ftorJng  a  Constitution  broken  with. 
Chagrin,  Dirtiefs,  Vexation  and 
public  Bufinefs  j  for  his  Strength, 
was  at  that  Time  entirely  ex- 
hauftcd,  and  in  about  two  Months 
after  his  Arrival  at  Lt/bon,  he 
yielded  his  laft  Breath,  in  the 
forty  eighth  Year  of  his  Age,  and 
of  our  Lord  1754. 

Mr.  Fielding's  Genius,  as  I 
have  before  obferved,  was  rncft 
fuperior  in  thofe  ftrong,  lively 
and  natural  Pamtings  of  the  Cha- 
racters cf  Mankind,  and  the 
Movements  of  the  human  Heart, 
which  conftitute  the  Bafis  of  his 
Novels,  yet,  as  Comedy  bears  the 
clofcft  Affinity  to  this  Kind  of 
Writing,  his  dnmat  c  Pieces, 
every  one  of  which  is  comx,  are 
far  from  being  co  t-mptible. — i 
His  Farces  and  Ballad'  Pieces, 
more  efpecially,  have  a  Spright- 
linefs  of  Manner,  and  a  Fo  cible- 
nefs  of  Character,  which  it  is 
impoffible  to  avoid  the  being  a- 
greeabiy  entertained  by,  and  in 
thofe  among  them  which  he  has 
in  any  Degree  borrowed  from  Mu- 
Here  or  any  other  Writer,  he  has 
done  his  Original  great  Honour 
and  Juftice  by  the  Manner  in 
which  he  has  handled  the  Sub- 
jeft. — The  Number  and  Titles  of 
his  dramatic  Works  are  as  fol- 
lows. 

I.  Author  s  Farce.     C. 

S.  Coffeeboufe  Politician.      Q. 

3.  Covent  Garden  Tragedy,     Fo 

4.  Debauchees.      C. 

5.  Dor?  Q_ijixoTE  in  England » 

Com. 

6.  EuRlDlCE,     F» 

[N]  .^JEuEi.- 
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7.  EURIDICE  hijs'd,      F. 

8.  Grubjireet  Opera. 

9.  Hiftorical  Regifitr.     C. 

10.  Interlude   betiveen    Jupi- 
ter, Juno,    andM-s-K- 

CUR  Y. 

11,  Intriguipg Chambermaid.  B. 

Farce. 

32.  Letter  Writers .     C. 

34.  Lottery.     Ballad  Farce. 

15.  MZ/er.      C. 

16.  Mz/x  hvcY  in  Toivfi.     F. 

17.  Mcf^  DoBor.    Ball.  Farce. 

38,  Modern  Hujband.     C. 

39.  OW   Ma«    taught  Wifdom. 

Ball.  Farce, 
ao.  Pasqujn.    C.     • 
ai.  Plvtvs  the  Godof  Riches. 

Com.     (Aflifted  by   Mr. 

ss.  7e»2/'/e  5^^?/.     C. 

33.  Tragedy  of  Tragedies  > 
24.  Tumble  down  Did.     F. 

35.  Wedding  Day.     C, 

As  to  Mr.  Fielding's  Charafter, 
as  3  Man,  it  may  in  great  Mea- 
fure  be  deduced  from  the  Inci- 
cidents  I  have  above  related  of  his 
Life,  but  cannot  perhaps  be  with 
more  Candour  fet  forth  than  by 
his  Biographer  Mr.  Murphy,  in 
the  Work  I  before  made  Mention 
of,  and  with  fome  of  whofe  Words 
therefore  I  fhall  clofe  this  Arti- 
cle. 

*'  It  will  be,  fays  that  Gentle- 
*'  man,  an  humane  and  generous 
«*  Office  to  fet  down  to  the  Ac- 
««  count  of  Slander  and  Defama- 
«*  tion,  a  great  Part  of  that  A- 
*<  bufe  which  was  difcharged  a- 
**  gainft  him  by  his  Enemies  in 
<*  his  Life-Time  ;  deducing  how- 
**  ever  from  the  whole  this  ufe- 
**  ful  Leflbn,  that  quick  and ivarm 
*'  Pajionsjhould  be  early  controukd^ 
«*  and  that  DiJJipation  and  extra- 
*'  vagant  Pleafures  are  the  mojl 
**  dangerous  Palliations  that  can  be 
**  found  for  Difappointments  and 
**  Fsxatiom  in  the  frp  Staga  cf 
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Life.-— We  have  feen,  adds  he, 
how  Mr.  Fie/ding  very  foon 
fquander'd  away  his  fmall  Pa- 
trimony, which,  with  Oeco- 
nomy,  might  have  procur'd 
him  Independence} — we  have 
feen  how  he  ruined,  into  the 
Bargain,  a  Conftitution,  which 
in  it's  original  Texture  feem'd 
formed  to  laft  much  longer. — 
When  Illnefs  and  Indigence 
were  once  let  in  upon  him,  he 
no  longer  remained  the  Mafter 
of  his  own  Aftions  ;  and  that 
nice  Delicacyof  Conduft  which 
alone  conftitutes  and  preferves 
a  Charafter,  was  occafionally 
obliged  to  give  Way. — When 
he  was  not  under  the  imme- 
diate Urgency  of  Want,  thofe 
who  were  intimate  with  hirn 
are  ready  to  aver,  that  he  had 
a  Mind  greatly  fuperior  to  any 
Thing  mean  or  little  ;  when 
his  Finances  were  exhaufted, 
he  was  not  the  moft  elegant  in 
his  Choice  of  the  Means  to 
redrefs  himfelf,  apd  he  would 
inftantly  exhibit  a  Farce  or  a 
Puppet-Shew,  in  the  Haymar- 
ket  Theatre,  which  was  wholly 
inconfiftent  with  the  Profeflion 
he  had  embarked  in. — But  his 
Intimates  are  Witnefs  how 
much  his  Pride  fufFer'd  when 
he  was  forced  into  Meafures  of 
this  Kind. — No  Man  having  a 
jufter  Senfe  of  Propriety,  or 
more  honourable  Ideas  of  the 
Employment  of  an  Author  and 
a  Scholar," 

FiLMER,  Mr.  Edward.  ■ 
This  Gentleman  was  a  Doftor  of 
Civil  Law  :  He  was  ever  a  ftrong 
Advocate  for  dramatic  Writings, 
which,  together  with  the  Pro- 
feflbrs  of  dramatic  Poetry,  he  has 
warmly  defended  againft  their  fu- 
rious Enemy  and  Opponent  ye- 
remy  Collier.-^ln.  the  Decline  of 
his  Life  be  produced  a  Play, 
whkh; 
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which,  tho'  it  bears  ftrong  Tefti- 
mony  to  the  Underftanding  and 
Abilities  of  the  Author,  yet  fail- 
ed of  Succefs  on  the  Stage  for 
the  Want  of  that  Force  and  Fire, 
which  it  is  probable  the  Doftor, 
in  a  lefs  advanced  Time  of  Life, 
would  have  been  able  to  have  be- 
ftowed  on  it.- — The  Piece  is  en- 
titled. 

The  UnTtatural  Brother.  T. 
What  Time  this  Author  vi^as 
born  or  died  I  have  not  been  able 
to  trace  j  yet,  from  what  I  have 
faid,  it  will  appear  that  he  mufl: 
have  lived  in  the  Reigns  of 
Charles  I.  Charles  II.  and  Jame% 
the  fecond,  as  the  Date  of  his 
Play  is  in  1697,  at  which  Time, 
as  I  before  obferved,  he  was 
of  an  advanced  Age. — It  fliould 
feem,  however,  that  he  lived  for 
fame  Years  afterwards,  at  leafl: 
if  the  Edition  which  I  have  of 
his  Defence  of  Stage  Playi  againft 
Collier  is  the  firft,  as  that  is  dated 
in  1707. 

FiSHBOURNE,   Mr. This 

Gentleman  belonged  to  the  Inns 
of  Court,  and  is  only  mentioned 
here  by  Way  of  perpetuating  that 
Infamy  which  Jie  has  juftly  in- 
curr'd,  by  being  known  to  be 
the  Author  af  a  dramatic  Piece, 
entitled, 

Sodom. 
This  Play  is  fo  extremely  ob- 
fcene,  and  beyond  all  Bounds  in- 
decent and  immoral,  rhat  even 
the  Earl  of  Rochcjier,  whofe  Li- 
bertinifm  was  fo  profefs'd  and 
open,  and  who  fcarcely  knew 
what  the  Senfe  of  Shame  was, 
could  not  bear  to  undergo  ihe 
Imputation  of  being  the  Author 
of  this  Piece  (which,  in  Order 
to  make  it  fell,  was  publiflied 
with  initial  Letters  in  the  Title, 
intended  to  mifguide  the  Opinion 
of  the  Public,  and  induced  them 
to  fix  it  on  that  Nobleman)  and 
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publilhed  a  Copy  of  Verfes  to  dif- 
claim  his  having  had  any  Share 
in  the  Compofition. — Nor  has  it 
indeed  any  Spark  of  Refemblance 
to  Lord  RochtJier\  Wit,  could 
that  even  have  attoned  (which 
however  it  could  by  no  Means 
have  done)  for  the  abominable 
Obfcenity. — To  fuch  Lengths  did 
the  Licence  of  that  Court  induce 
Perfons  to  imagine  they  might 
proceed  in  Vice  with  full  Im- 
punity. 

Flecknoe,  Richard,  Efq;— 
This  Writer  lived  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  II.— He  is  faid 
to  have  been  originally  a  Jefuit, 
and,  in  Confequence  of  that  Pro- 
feflion,  to  have  had  Connedlioa? 
with  moft  of  the  Perfons  of  Di- 
flinftion  in  London,  who  were  of 
the  i?o?;;^«  Catholic  Perfuafion.-— 
The  Charafter  that  Langbair.e 
gives  of  him  is,  that  his  Ac- 
quaintance with  the  Nobility  was 
more  than  with  the  Mufes,  and 
that  he  had  a  greater  Propenfity 
to  Rhyming  than  Genius  for 
Poetry. 

He  v/rote  many  Things  both  in, 
Profe  and  Verfe,  more  efpecially 
the  latter,  and  has  left  behind 
him  five  dramatic  Pieces,  only 
one  of  which  he  could  ever  ob- 
tain the  Favour  of  having  adted  , 
and  that  met  with  but  indiffer- 
ent Succefs. — Their  Titles  are, 

1.  Damoijelks  a-la-Mode.     C, - 

2.  Er  MINI  A.     T.  C.     Vid» 

Vol.  I.    Appendix. 

3.  Lo've's  Dominion,    Dramatic  - 

Paftoral. 

4.  Love''s  Kingdom.      Paftoral 

Com. 

5 .  Marriage  o/"  O  c  E  A  N  u  s  and 

Britannia.  Alafque. 
The  Author,  however,  wraj^ped 
up  in  his  own  Self-Opinion,  has 
carried  off  this  Difappointment 
in  a  Manner  extremely  cavalier 
and  almoft  peculiar  to  himfelf } 
[  N  2  ]  for. 


for,  in  the  Preface  to  his  Demoi- 
feUci  a- la- Mode  J  which  had  been 
refafed  by  the  PlayerSj  he  has 
thefe  -very  remarkable  Words. 
*■'  For  the  a<2:ing  this  Comedy," 
fays  he,  *'  tho.fe  who  have  the 
*'  Government  of  the  Stage  have 
**  their  Kumcur,  and  would  be 
"  intreated  j  and  I  have  mine, 
**  and  won't  intreat  them  j  and 
*'  wee  all  dramatic  Writers  of 
**  my  Mind,  they  /hould  wear 
"  their  old  Plays  Thread-bare, 
"  e'er  they  ihould  have  any  new, 
*'  till  they  better  underftood  their 
*'  own  Intereft,  ;\nd  how  to  dif- 
*^  tinguifh    between     Good     and 

*'  Bad." ^The  Duke  of  Buck- 

hgha-^72,  in  his  Relearfal^  fcems  to 
tave  kept  this  PafTage  ftronglyin 
his  Eye  in  the  Anger  he  has  put 
into  Bayes^s  Mouth  when  ths 
Players  were  gone  to  Dinner.— 
However;  notwithftanding  all  this 
imprrtant  Blufter  of  Mr.  Fkck- 
me,  and  his  having  printed  to  his 
Dramatis  Ferjome  the  Names  of 
the  Aftors  he  had  intended  the 
feveral  Parts  to  be  performed  by, 
in  order,  as  he  fays,  **  that  the 
*'  Reader  might  have  half  the 
**  Pleafure  of  feeing  it  afted,"  it 
is- probable  that  he  and  his  Works 
anight  have  funk  together  into  ab~ 
fo^ute  Oblivion,  had  not  the  Re- 
^ntment  of  a  much  greater  Poet 
againft  him,  I  mean  Mr.  Dfyden, 
doom'd  him  to  a  different  Kind 
of  Immortality  from  that  which 
lip  aim'd  at,  by  giving  his  Name 
to  one  of  the  fevereft  Satires  he 
ever  wrote,  -vix.  his  Mac  Fleck- 
roe,  v/h  ch,  tho'  moftly  pointed 
at  S&ad-7vcl/,hs5  neverthelefsfome 
fevere  Strokes  upan  our  Author, 
•which,  together  with  the  Title 
of  the  Poem  itfelf,  will  preferve 
his  Memory,  and,  as  he  hirafelf 
propofed  by  the  Publication  of  his 
own  Works,  "  continue  his  Name 
"  £0  Poiterity,"    fp  long  as  the 
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Writings  of  that  admirable  Poet 
continue  to  be  read. 

Ft, E  T  c  H E R,  Mr.  yohf!,  Vido 
B r.  A  V  M 0 N  T,  Francis. 

Fletcher,  Mr.  Phi77eas,~-' 
This  learned  Writer  was,  ac- 
cording to  Winjlanleyy  Son  to  Gilez  ■ 
Fletcher,  Efq;  Doftorof  Civil  Lav/ 
and  AmbaiTador  from  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth to  Theodore  jfuanoivick^ 
Duke  of  Mnfcovy. — He  had  two 
Brothers,  viz.  George  and  Giles 
Fletcher,  who  each  of  them  wrote  i 
a  Poem  in  a  religious  Strain,  en-  \ 
titled  ChriJi''sViBory,  —  0\xx  Au- 
thor vjxi  a  Fellow  of  Kings  Col- 
lege ,  Cambridge,  and  exceeded 
both  his  Brothers  in  poetic  Fame, 
which  he  acquired  principally  by 
a  Poem,  called  the  Purple  ijandt 
•which  however  is  now  quite  for- 
gotten. 

WinftarJey  has  attributed  to 
him  one  dramatic  Piece,  entitled, 

Si  GEL  IDES.  Pifcatory  Drama. 
But  as  within  a  very  few  Pages  he 
has  afcribed  a  Piece  of  the  very 
fame  Title,  (v/ith  no  other  Dif- 
ference than  the  calling  it  a  Paf- 
toral)  to  Robert  Chamberlair.e,  and 
as  the  other  Writers  mention  no 
more  than  one  dramatic  V/ork  of 
that  Title,  and  that  without  any 
Author's  Name,  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  know  where  to  fix  it, 
were  it  not  for  one  Circumftancc, 
which  i  think  determines  it  to 
have  been  Mr.  Fletcher''?,,  and 
that  is,  it's  being  declared  in  the 
Title  Page  to  have  been  adted  in 
King's  College,  Cambridge,  the 
very  Spot  where  this  Autiiorwas 
educated,  whereas  Mr.  Chamber' 
laine  was  bred  at  Exeter  College, 
Oxford, 

By  the  Date  of  it's  Publication, 
which  is  in  1631,  the  Author 
muft  have  flouriihed  in  the  Reign 
of  Charles  I.  and  been  Cotempo- 
ijary  with  Mr,  Chamberlaine. 

FaoTE^ 
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FooTE,  Samuel,  Efq;  —  This 
well-known  living  Author  was 
born  at  Truro  in  Cornwall,  but  in 
■what  Year  I  know  not. — His  Fa- 
ther was  Member  of  Parliament 
for  Tiverton  in  Devonjbire,  and 
enjoyed  the  Polls  of  Commiffion- 
er  of  the  Prize  OfRce  and  Fine 

Contraft. His   Mother  was 

Heirefs  of  the  Din-ely  and  Coodcre 
Families,  and  to  her,  in  Confe- 
quence  of  an  unhappy  and  fatal 
Quarrel  between  her  two  Bro- 
thersj  Sir  John  Dimly  Goodere, 
Bart,  and  Sir  Samuel  Goodere, 
Captain  of  his  Majefty's  Ship  the 
Ruby,  which  terminated  in  the 
Lofs  of  Life  to  both,  the  Dinely 
Eftate,  which  was  upwards  of 
five  Thoufand  Vounis  per  Annum, 
deicended. — Ke  received  his  Edu- 
cation at  JVarcefter  College,  for- 
merly G/o//f^(?r  Hall,  Oxow,  which 
ow'd  its  Foundation  and  Change 
of  Name  to  Sir  Thomas  Cooks  Win- 
ford,  Bart,  a  fecond  Coufin  of  our 
Author's. — From  the  Univerfity 
he  was  removed  to  the  Temple, 
being  defigned  for  the  Study  of 
the  Law  ;  in  which  it  is  moft 
probable  that  his  great  Oratorical 
Talents  and  Powers  of  Mimickry 
and  Humorr,  would  have  fhewn 
themfelves  in  a  very  eonlpicuons 
Light.— The  Drynefs  and  Gra- 
vity of  this  Study,  however,  not 
fuiting  the  more  volatile  Vivacity 
of  his  Difpofition,  he  chofe  rather 
to  employ  thofe  Talents  in  a 
Sphere  of  Aftion  to  which  they 
feem'd  better  adapted,  viz.  on  the 
Stage,  in  the  Purfuit  of  which 
the  repeated  Proofs  he  has  receiv- 
ed of  the  Public  Approbation,  bear 
the  ftrongeft  Teftimonials  to  his 
Merit. — His  firft  Appearance  was 
in  the  Pait  of  Othello,  but  whe- 
ther he  early  difcovered  that  his 
Forte  did  not  lye  in  Tragedy,  or 
that  his  Genius  could  not  bear 
the  being  only  a  Repeater  of  the 
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Works  of  others,  he  foon  ftruck 
out  into  a  new  and  untrodden 
Path,  in  which  he  at  once  at- 
tained the  two  great  Ends  of  af- 
fording Entertainment  to  the 
Public  and  Emolument  to  him- 

felf. This   was  by  taking  oa 

himfelf  the  double  Charafter  of 
Author  and  Performer,  in  which, 
Light,  in  1747,  he  opened  the 
little  Theatre  in  the  Haymarket, 
with  a  drapnatic  Piece  of  his  own 
writing,  cabled  the  Di-verjions  of 
the  Morning. — This  Piece  confift- 
ed  of  nothing  more  than  the  In- 
trodudion  of  feveral  well-known 
Charafters  in  real  Life,,  whofe 
Manner  of  Converfation  and  Ex- 
preflion  this  Author  had  very 
happily  hit  in  the  Diftion  of  his 
Drama,  and  ftill  more  happily  re- 
prefented  on  the  Stage  by  an  ex^ 
adl  and  moft  amazing  Imitation, 
not  only  of  the  Manner  and  Tone 
of  Voice,  but  even  of  the  very 
Perfons  of  thofe  whom  he  intend- 
ed to  take  off. — Among  thefe  Cha^- 
radlers  there  was  in  particular  a 
certain  Phyfician,  who  was  much 
better  known  from  the  Oddity 
and  Singularity  of  his  Appearance 
and  Converfation,  tiian  from  his 
Eminence  in  the  Praftice  of  his 
Profcilion, — The  celebrated  Che- 
valier Tijy/or  the  Oculift,  who  wan 
at  that  Time  in  the  Height  of 
bis  Vogue  and  Popularity,  was 
alfo  another  Obje£t,  and  indeed  a 
deferved  one,  of  Mr.  Footers  Mi- 
mickry and  Ridicule  j  and  in  the 
latter  Part  of  his  Piece,  under 
the  Charader  of  a  theatrical  Di- 
rector, this  Gentleman  took  off 
with  great  Humour  and  Accuracy 
the  feveral  Stiles  of  afting  of 
every  principal  Performer  of  the 
Englijh  Stage. 

This  Performance  at  firft  meC 
with  fome  little  Oppofnion  from 
the  civil  1A^%\^':dXt%oiWeJlrninJier,. 
under  the  Sanation  of  the  Adl  of 

[  N  3,  I  PaiUa^ 
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Parljament  for  limiting  the  Num- 
ber of  Play-houfes. — But  the  Au-- 
thor,  being  patronized  by  many 
of  the  principal  Nobility  and  o- 
thers,  this  Oppofition  was  over- 
ruled, and  with  an  Alteration  of 
the  Title  of  his  Piece  to  that  of 
Mr.  Footer  gi-ving  Tea  to  his 
Triendsy  he  proceeded  without  far- 
ther Moleftation,  and  reprefented 
it  thro'  a  Run  of  upwards  of  for- 
ty Mornings,  to  crowded  and 
fjplendid  Audiences., 

The  enfuing  Seafon  he  pro- 
duced another  Piece  of  the  fame 
Kind,  which  he  called  An  AuBion 
of  P inures. In  this  he  intro- 
duced feveral  new  Charafteis,  all 
Iiowever  popular  ones,  and  ex- 
tremely well  known,  particularly 
Sir  Thcmas  De  Fell,  then  the  aft- 
ing  Juftice  of  Peace  for  Wefimin- 
fier\  Mr.  Cock,  the  celebrated 
Auftioneer,  and  the  equally  fa- 
tnous  Orator  Her.hy. — This  Piece 
had  alfo  a  very  great  Run. 
.  Neither  of  the  above-mention- 
ed Pieces  have  yet  appeared  in 
Print,  nor  would  they  perhaps 
give  ajsy  very  great  Pleafure  in 
the  Clofet ;  for,  confining  princi- 
pally of  Charafters  v/hofe  pecu- 
liar Singularities  couid  never  be 
jje-rfeftly  represented  in  Black  and 
White,  they  might  probably  ap- 
pear fiat  and  inlipid,  when  di- 
vcfled  of  that  ftrong  Colouring 
V\?hich  Mr.  Foote  had  given  them 
in  his  perfonal  Repiefentation  ; 
for  it  may  net  be  improper  to  ob- 
ferve  in  this  Place,  that  he  him- 
feif  reprefented  all  the  principal 
Charadlers  in  each  Piece,  which 
flood  in  Need  of  his  Mimick 
Powers  to  execute,  fhifting  from 
«ne  to  another  with  all  the  Dex- 
terity of  a  Proteus,' He  now, 

however,  proceeded  to  Pieces  of 
fcmewhat  more  dramatic  Regu- 
larity,  his  Knights  being  the  Pro- 
ducfe  of  aa  snfuing  Seafon,— Yet 
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in  this  alfo,  tho'  his  Plot  and 
Charafters  feem'd  lefs  immedi- 
ately perfonal,  it  was  apparent 
that  he  kept  fome  particular  real 
Perfonages  ftrongly  in  his  Eye  in 
the  Performance,  and  the  Town 
took  on  themfelves  to  fix  them 
where  the  Refemblance  appear'd 
to  be  the  moft  ftriking —  It  would 
be  fuperfluous  in  this  Place  to  e- 
numerate  the  Courfe  of  this  Gen-  "- 
tleman's  dramatic  Progi-efs  as  to 
all  the  refpeftive  Pieces  which  he 
has  finee  written  and  performed, 
as  a  particular  Account  of  each 
of  them  may  be  feen  under  it's 
proper  Head,  in  the  firft  Volume 
of  this  Work. — Let  it  here  fuf- 
fice  therefore  to  obferve,  that 
he  has  continued  from  Time  to- 
Time  to  entertain  the  Public,  by 
felefting  for  their  Ufe  fuch  Cha- 
raders,  as  well  general  as  indi- 
vidual, as  feem'd  moft  likely  to 
contribute  to  the  exciting  our  in- 
nocent Laughter,  and  befl:  anfv/er- 
the  principal  End  of  dramatic 
Writings  of  the  comic  Kind,. 
-viz.  the  Relaxation  of  the  Mind 
from  the  Fatigue  of  Bufmefs  or 
Anxiety. — The  Names  of  the  fe- 
veral Pieces  which  he  has  hi- 
therto publifhed,  are  as  follows, 

1.  Author.     C.  of  two  A£ls. 

2.  EngUp^man  in  Paris.    CoOTo 

of  two  Afts. 

3.  Englipman     return'' d     from 

Paris.     C.  of  two  A'<3s, 

4.  Knights.     C.  of  two  A£ts. 

Vid^YoX.l.  Appendix. 

5.  Minor.     C.  of  two  Afts. 

6.  Orators.      C.    of  three 

Ads.     Vid.  Vol.  I.    Ap« 

PEND  JX. 

7.  Tafie.  C.  of  two  Ads. 
Mr.  Foote  z  dramatic  Works  are, 
all  to  be  ranked  among  th«  Pe- 
tite Pieces  of  the  Theatre,  as  he 
has  not  hitherto  attempted  any 
Thing  which  has  reached  to  the 
Bulk  of  the  more  perfedl  Drama,. 

In 
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In  the  Execution  of  them  they 
are  fometimes  loofe,  negligent 
and  unfiniflied,  feeming  rather  to 
be  the  hafty  Produdions  of  a 
Man  of  Genius,  whofe  Pegafus, 
tho'  indued  with  Fire,  has  no  In- 
clination for  Fatigue,  than  the 
labour'd  Finifhings  of  a  profefl 
Dramatift  aiming  at  Immortality. 
—His  Plots  are  fomev/hat  irre- 
gular, and  their  Cataflrophes  net 
alvirays  conclufive  or  perfeftly 
wound  up. — Yet,  with  ail  thefe 
little  Deficiencies,  it  muft  be 
confefs'd  that  they  contain  mere 
of  one  effential  Property  of  Co- 
medy, 'vix,.  ilrong  Charafter, 
than  the  Writings  of  any  other  of 
our  modern  Authors,  and  altho' 
the  Diftion  of  his  Dialogue  may 
not,  from  the  general  Tenor  of 
Iiis  Subjeds,  either  recjuire,  or 
admit  of,  the  Wit  of  a  Congrc've 
or  the  Elegance  of  an  Sri^fr^o^^'j 
yet  it  is  conftantly  embelUihed 
with  numberlefs  Strokes  of  keen 
Satire,  and  Touches  of  Tempo- 
rary Humour,  fuch  as  only  the 
cleareft  Judgment  and  deepeft 
Difcernment  could  didatej  and 
tho'  the  Language  fpoken  by  his 
Charafters  may  at  firft  Sight  feem 
not  the  moft  accurate  and  cor- 
real, yet  it  will,  on  a  clofer  Ex- 
amination, be  found  entirely  dra- 
matical, as  it  contains  Numbers 
of  thofe  natural  Minutis  of  Ex- 
preflion,  on  v^hich  the  very  Bafis 
cf  Charadleris  frequently  founded, 
and  which  render  it  the  trueft 
Mirrour  of  the  Converfation  of 
the  Time  he  wrote  in. 

It  has  been  obje£led  againft 
Mr.  Foote,  that  the  IntrodmStion 
of  real  Characters  on  the  Stage 
is  not  only  ungenerous,  but  cruel 
and  unjuft  \  and  that  the  render- 
ing any  Perfon  the  Objedl  of 
public  Ridicule  and  Laughter,  is 
doing  him  the  moft  efFential  Injury 
poffible,    as  it  is  wounding  tixe 
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human   Breaft   in    the    tendeire:^ 
Point,  I'/'z;.  it's   Pride  and   Self- 
Opinion.— Yet    I    cannot    think 
this  Charge  fo  ftrong  as    the  ve- 
hement Opponents  of  Mimickry 
would  have  it  appear  to  be. — Mr. 
Toote  himfelf,   in  his  Minor,  has 
very   propeily    diftingui/hed    who 
are  the  proper  Objefls  of  Ridi- 
cule,  and   the  legal   Vidims    to 
the  Laih  of  Satire  j  that  is  to  fay, 
thofe  v/ho  appear  what  they  are 
not,  or  would  be  what  they  can- 
not.—When  Hypocrify  and  DilTi- 
mulation  would  lay  Snares  for  the 
Fortunes,     or    contaminate    the 
Principles    of    Mankind,     it    is 
furely  but  Juftice  to  the  World 
to  withdraw  the  Mafk,  and  /hew 
their  natural  Faces  with  the  Di- 
ftortious  and  /hocking  Deformi- 
ties they  really  are  polTe/Ted  of. — 
And  when  Affedation  or  Singu- 
larity overbear  the  more  valuable 
Parts  of  any  Perfon's  Charader, 
and  render  thofe  difagreeable  and 
wearifome  Companions,  who,  di- 
ve/led of  thofe  charafteriflic  Foi- 
bles, might  be  valuable,  fenfible 
and     entertaining     Members    of 
Community ,     it   is    themfelves 
furely  who  aft  the  ridiculous  Part 
on  the  more  extenfive  Stage  of 
the  World  j  and  it  /hould  rather 
be  deemed  an  Aft  of  Kindnefs 
both  to    the  Perfons  themfelves 
and  their    Acquaintance    to    fet 
up  fuch  a  Mirrour  before  thetn, 
as  by  pointing  out  to  themfelves 
their  abfurd   Peculiarities,     (and 
who  is    without  fome  ?)    afford 
them  an  Oppsrtunity,  by  Amend- 
ment,   to  -  deftroy    the    Refem- 
blance,    and  To   avoid  the  Ridi- 
cule.—Such  a  Sort  of  Kindnefs 
as  it  would  be  to  lead  a  Perfon  to 
a  Looking-Glafs  who  had  put  on 
his  Peruke  the  wrong  Side  fore° 
mo/t,  inftead  of  fuffering  him  in 
that  Condition  to  run  the  Gaunt- 
let  in  the  Mai]  or  the  Playhoufe, 
wher§. 
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where  he  muft  perceive  the  Tit- 
ter of  the  whole  Afl'embly  raifed 
againft  him,  without  knowing  on 
what  Account  it  is  raifed,  or  by 
what  Means  to  put  a  Stop  to  it. 
— In  a  Word,  if  a  Sir  Penurious 
trifle,  a  Peter  Paragraph,  or  a 
Cadwallader,  have  ever  had  their 
Originals  in  leal  Life,  let  thofe 
Originals  keep  their  own  Coun- 
fel,  remember  the  qui  cafitj  ille 
facit,  and  reform  their  refpeftive 
Follies. — ^Nor  can  I  help  being 
of  Opinion,  that  an  Author  of 
this  Kind  in  fome  Refpedls  is 
mere  ufeful  to  the  Age  he  lives 
in,  than  thofe  who  only  range 
abroad  into  the  various  Scenes  of 
Life  for  general  Charafter. — And 
altho'  Mr.  Focrt's  dramatic  Pieces 
may  not  perhaps  have  the  good 
Fortune  to  attain  Immortality, 
or  be  perfe£lly  reliflied  by  the 
Audiences  oi  ti  future  Age,  yet  I 
cannot  deny  him  here  the  juftice 
of  bearing  ftrong  Teftimony  to  his 
Merits,  and  ranking  him  among 
the  firfl:  of  the  Dramatics  of 
this. 

Ford,  Mr.  yo£>«.— This  Gen- 
tleman was  a  Member  of  the 
Middle  Temple,  and  wrote  in  the 
Reign  of  Charles  L — Ke  was  not 
only  himfelf  a  Well  wifiier  and 
Devotee  to  the  Mufes,  but  alfa  a 
Friend  and  Acquaintance  of  moft 
of  the  Poets  of  his  Time,  parti- 
CBlarly  of  Rowley  and  Decker, 
with  whom  he  joined  in.  the 
Compofition  of  fome  of  tkeir 
Pieces. — He  wrote  however  i&vtn 
dramatic  Pieces  on  his  own  Foun  • 
dation  entirely,  all  of  which  have 
confiderable  Merit,  and  met  with 
good  Succefs. — Not  only  his  Ge- 
nius as  a  Writer,  but  his  Difpo- 
fition  as  a  Man,  feems  to  have  been 
more  inclined  to  Tragedy  than 
Comedy,  at  leaft  if  we  may  be 
allowed  to,  form  our  Judgment  oa 
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a  Diftich  concerning  him,  writ- 
ten by  a  cotemporary  Poet. 

Deep  in  a  Dump  John  Ford  •tva$ 
alone  got, 

With  folded  Arms,  and  melan- 
choly Hat, — 

According  to  the  Cuftom  of 
that  Time  his  Name  is  not  af- 
fixed to  any  of  his  Plays,  but  they 
may  be  known  by  an  Anagram  |: 
generally  printed  in  the  Title 
Page  infte£Ki  of  a  Name,  wa. 

Fide   Honor. 
and  the  Titles  of  them  are  as  in 
the  following  Lift. 

1.  Broken  Heart.      T. 

2.  Fancies  cbafie  and  noble.  T..- 

Com^ 

3.  Ladies  Tryal,     T.  C. 

4.  LoT^ers  Melancholy.      T.  C. 

5.  Lovers  Sacrifce,     T. 

6.  Perkin  Warbeck.  Hifti 

Play. 

7.  Suns  Darling.  Mafque.  (af- 

fifted  by  Decker.) 

8.  'lis  Pityfhe's  a  Whore.  T. 
The  laflr  of  thefe  is  an  admirable 
Plav,  and  is  to  be  found  in  Dod' 
jlefs  Colkaion,  Vol.  V. 

He  alfo  affifted  Decker  and 
Rowley  in  the  writing  of  another 
Piece,  entitled. 

The  Witch  of  Edmonton. 
Com. 

Winjlanley  obferves  that  this 
Author  was  very  beneficial  to  the 
Red  Bull  and  FortuneVlAy  houfes, 
as  may  appear  by  the  Plays  which 
he  wrote. — But  this  is  apparently 
a  Miftake,  fince  in  the  feveral 
Title  Pages  to  his  Plays  they  will 
be  found  to  have  been  all  afted 
either  at  the  Globe,  the  Pheenixj 
or  the  Cookpit. 

I  know  not  when  this  Author 
was  born,  nor  is  there  any  par- 
ticular Account  of  the  Time  of 
iiis  Deatbj   but  as  all  his  Plays 
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were  publiilied  between  1629  ^"^ 
1639,  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  fuppcfed 
fo  rapid  a  Courle  of  Genius  could 
have  been  flopped  ^ill  at  once,  by 
any  Thing  but  thi.t  great  inevit- 
able Stroke  J — I  am  .Iierefcreapt 
to  believe  he  niuft  have  died 
{hortly  after  the  iaft-nentioned 
Year. — For  as  to  the  iam^s  Dar~ 
]ing,  v/ritten  by  him  and  Decker, 
the'  not  published  till  1657,  yet 
hangbaine  has  informed  us  wivh 
Refpeft  to  it,  that  it  did  not 
make  it's  Appearance  m  Print 
till  after  the  Death  of  both  it's 
Authors. 

Winfianky  has  alio  by  Miftake 
attributed  to  this  Author  the  Play 
of  Lo-ves  Labyrinth,  written  by 
the  Pcrfon  I  .Oiall  next  have  oc- 
cafion  to  mention. 

Ford,  Mr.  Thomas. — Whether 
this  Author  was  any  Relation  to 
the  above-mentioned  Gentleman 
or  not,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
difcorer. — All  I  can  trace  con- 
cerning him  is,  that  he  lived  in 
the  Reign  of  Charles  I.  and  pub- 
lilhed  one  dramatic  Piece,  en- 
titled, 

Lo've's  Labyrinth.    Trag.-Com. 

FouKTAiN,  Mr.  John. 
This  Gentleman  lived  in  De'vojt- 
Jhire,  and  fcon  after  the  Reflora- 
tion  publiflied  a  Play  which  he 
had  written  for  the  Amufement 
of  fome  leifure  Hours  and  with- 
out any  View  to  the  Stage,  en- 
titled, 

Tht  Renvards  of  Virtue.  Com. 
About  eight  Years  after  it's  firft 
Pubhcation,  however,  the  Au- 
thor being  dead,  Mr.  Shadivell 
took  it  in  Hand,  and  making 
fome  Alterations  in  it,  brought 
it  on  the  Stage,  where  it  met 
■with  very  good  Succefs,  under  the 
Title  of,' 

The  Royal  Sbepberdefs, 

Francis,  Mr.  Philip. Of 

this  Gentleman,  though  a  living 
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Writer,  I  know  nothing  more 
than  that  he  is  a  Clergyman.— 
His  poetical  Abili»:ies  have  been 
fufficiently  evinced  in  a  Tranfla- 
tion  of  the  works  oi  Horace,  which 
is  very  juftly  efteemed  the  befl:  at 
prefent  extant,  but  as  a  Dramatift 
he  does  not  ftand  in  fo  exalted  a 
Light,  having  produced  only  two 
dramadc  Pieces,  neither  of  which 
met  with  any  extraordinary  Suc- 
cefs. — Their  Titles  are. 
Con  ST  AN  TINE.  T, 
Eugenia.  T. 
Fraunce,  Mr.  Abraham.—^ 
This  is  an  ancient  Author,  of  fo 
diftant  a  Date  as  the  Reig.  of 
Queen  E'izabeth. — He  has  writ- 
ten feveral  Things  in  that  auk" 
wardeft  of  all  Verfe,  tho'  at  that 
Time  greatly  in  Vogue,  Englijb 
Hexameter. — Amongother  Things 
he  has  executed  a  Tranflation  of 
TaJ/b"s  Aminta,  which  he  has  de- 
dicated to  the  celebrated  Coun- 
tefs  of  Pembroke,  under  the  Ti- 
tle of, 

Amyntas.     Paft. 
It   is  however  contained  in  the 
Body  of  another  Piece,  entitled, 
Coimtefs  of  Pembroke'^  I-vy 
Church.       Play,    in  two 
Parts,    or  m.ore  properly 
fpeaking,   a  Paftoral  and 
an  Elegy,  of  which  Amyn- 
tas is  the  former. 
Fr  E  E  M  A  N,  Sir  Ralph. — This 
Gentleman  hved  in  the  Time  of 
King  Charles  I.  and   moft   proba- 
bly is  the  fame  who  was  one  of 
the  Mafters  of  Requefts  in  the 
Reign  of  that  Monarch. — During 
the  inteftine  Troubles  he  thought 
proper  to  bury  himfelf  in  Retire- 
ment, during  v/hich  he  employed 
his  Hours  in  the  Purfuit  of  Po- 
etry, and  produced  a  Tragedy  oa 
which  Langbaine  and  other  Wri- 
ters befiow'a  very  high  Charac- 
ter.— It  is  entitled. 
Imperiale,     Trag. 

FaowDE, 


F  R 

Frowde,  Mr.  P/f);7/>.— This 
Gentleman's  Father  was  Poft-Ma- 
i!er-General  in  the  Reign  of  Q^ 
Jinne. — When  or  where  our  Au- 
thor was  born,  or  where  he  re- 
ceived his  firft  Rudiments  of 
Learning,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
afcertain. — It  is  fufficient,  how- 
ever, to  obferve,  that  he  finifiied 
his  Studies  at  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  where  he  had  the  Honour 
of  being  particularly  diftinguilhed 
by  Mr.  Addijon,  who  was  fo  ex- 
tremely pleaifed  with  the  Elegance 
and  Purity  of  fome  of  his  poetical 
Performances,  efpecially  thofe  in 
Latin,  that  he  gave  them  a  Place 
in  his  celebrated  CoUeftion,  en- 
titled the  Mufee  A^gUcana,  to 
whofe  Merit  fo  ftrong  a  Teftimo- 
nial  was  given  as  the  Declaration 
of  that  great  French  Poet  M.  Boi- 
leau  Dejpreaux,  that  from  the  Pe- 
rnfal  of  that  Colkaion  he  firft 
conceived  an  Idea  of  the  Great 
Jiefs  of  the  Britip  Genius.— In 
the  dramatic  Way  Mr.  Froii'de 
produced  two  Pieces,  both  in  the 
Tragic  Walk,  entitled, 

1.  Ftf//o/' Saguntum.     T. 

2.  Philotas.  T. 
Neither  of  them  however  met 
■with  very  great  Succefs,  tho'  they 
had  ftrong  Intereft  to  fupport 
them,  and  were  allowed  to  have 
confiderable  Merit.  —  Efpecially 
the  laft,  whofe  Fate  the  Author 
himfelf  in  his  Dedication  of  it  to 
the  Earl  of  Ckejierfeld  (who  at 
the  Time  when  it  was  afted  was 
Ambaflador  to  the  States  Gene- 
ral, and  confequently  could  not 
oblige  the  Piece  by  his  Counte- 
nance at  the  Reprefentatlon)  de- 
fcribes  by  the  Words  of  Jwenal, 

Laudatur  &  alget.' Thus  far 

however  the  Judgment  of  the 
Public  ftands  vindicated,  that  it 
ir.uft  be  confefled  Mr.  Froivde's 
-Tragedies  have  more  Poetry  than 
Pathos,   more  Beauties  of  Lan- 
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guage  to  pleafe  in  theClofet,  than 
Strokes  of  Incident  and  Aftion 
to  ftrike  and  aftonifh  in  the  The- 
atre, and  confequently  they  might 
force  a  due  Applaufe  from  the 
Reading,  at  the  fame  Time  that 
they  might  appear  very  heavy  and 
even  infjpid  in  the  Reprefenta- 
tlon. 

This  elegant  Writer  died  at 
his  Lodgings  in  Cecil  Street  in  the 
Strand,  Dec.  19,  1738,  equally 
lamented  as  he  had  been  beloved, 
for  tho'  his  Writings  had  recom- 
mended him  to  public  Efteem, 
the  Politenefs  of  his  Genius  was 
the  leaft  amiable  Part  of  his 
Charader  j  for,  befides  the  Pof- 
feffion  of  the  great  Talents  of 
Wit  and  Learning,  an  agreeable 
Complacence  of  Behaviour,  a 
chearful  Benevolence  of  Mind,  a 
pundual  Sincerity  in  Friendfbip, 
and  a  ftrid  Adherence  to  the 
Praflice  of  Honour  and  Huma- 
nity, were  what  added  the  moft 
brilliant  Ornaments  to  that  Cha- 
radler,  and  rendered  him  an  Ob- 
je£t  of  Efteem  and  Admiration 
to  all  who  knew  him. 

FuLWELt,  Mr.  Ulpian.~An 
ancient  Writer,  of  whom  Wood 
has  recorded  nothing  farther  than 
that  he  lived  in  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Elizahtth,  was  a  Native  of 
Somerfetjhire,  and  defcended  from 
a  good  Family  there,  that  he  was 
born  in  1556,  and  at  the  Age  of 
thirty  Years  became  a  Commoner 
of  St.  Marfs  Hall  in  Oxford-^ 
that  it  does  not  appear  whether 
he  took  any  Degree  there  cr  not : 
but  that  while  he  continued  in 
that  Houfe  he  w^as  efteemed  a 
Perfon  of  Ingenuity  by  his  Co- 
temporaries. — He  wrote  one  mo- 
ral dramatic  Piece  in  Rhyme, 
•viz. 

Like  ivill  to  like,  quothe  the  Do' 
vil  to  Collier,     Interl. 

FyfEj 
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Fyfe,  Mr. — All  I  know  of 
this  Gentleman  is,  that  he  lived 
in  the  Reign  of  Charles  I.  and 
immediately  after  the  Reftoration 
prMifhed  a  Play  founded  on  the 
Hiltory  of  that  unhappy  Mo- 
narch, entitled. 

The  Royal  Martyr.     Trag. 


G. 

/^        J,       Vid.    GOTTGH,    J. 

\Jf  •  Gager,  Wm.  L.L.D. 
■ — 1  his  very  learned  and  ancient 
Author  I  do  not  find  mentioned 
in  any  of  the  Lifts  of  Englijh 
dramatic  Writers,  which  he  is 
undoubtedly  entitled  to  be  as  a 
Native  of  this  Kingdom,  not- 
withfianding  that  his  Pieces  are 
written  in  the  Letin  Tongue. — 
In  what  Year  he  was  born  or 
died  does  not  appear,  but  he  re- 
ceived the  Rudiments  of  his  Edu- 
cation at  Wejlminjier,  from  which, 
being  removed  to  the  Univerfity 
ef  Oxford,  he  was  enter'd  a  Stu- 
dent in  Chrijl  Church  College  in 
1574,  where  he  took  the  Degrees 
In  Arts,  and  afterwards,  entering 
on  the^  Law  Line,  took  the  De- 
grees in  that  Faculty  alfo  in 
1589. — About  WTiich  Time,  be- 
ing famed  for  his  Excellencies 
therein,  he  became  Chancellor  of 
the  Diocefe  of  Ely,  being  held  in 
high  Efteem  by  Dr.   Martin  He- 

ion,  the  Bifliop  of  that  See. 

The  Commendation  which  Antb. 
a  Wood  gives  of  him  as  to  his  po- 
etical Talents  i9  fomewhat  extra- 
ordinary.— He  was  (fays  that  Au- 
thor) an  excellent  Poet,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  Latin  Tongue,  and 
reputed  the  beft  Comedian  (by 
which  I  fuppofe  he  means  dra-^ 
matic  Writer)  of  his  Time,  whe- 
ther,   adds  he,    it  was  Edward 
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Earl  of  Oxford,  Will.  Roiulcy,  the 
once  Ornament  for  Wit  and  Inge^^ 
nuity  of  P.'mbreke  Kail  in  Cam- 
bridge, Richard  Edwards,  John 
Lylie,  Tho.  Ledge,  Geo.  GafcoignCf 
Will.  Shakefpeare,  Tho.  Najh,  or 
yoh77  Heytvood. — A  Combination 
of  Names,  by  the  bye,  fo  oddly 
jumbled  together,  as  muft  con- 
vince us  that  Mr.  Wood  was  a 
much  better  Biographer  than  a 
Judge  of  dramatic  Writings.—— 
He  alfo  tells  us  that  Dr.  Gager 
was  a  Man  of  great  Gifts,  a  good 
Scholar,  and  an  honeft  Man,  and 
that,  in  a  Controverfy  which  he 
maintained  in  an  Epiftolaiy  Cor- 
refpondence  with  Dr.  John  Rai- 
fiolds,  concerning  Stage  Plays 
(which  Controverfy  was  printed 
at  Oxford  in  4to.  3629)  he  had 
faid  mere  for  the  Defence  of 
Plays  than  can  well  be  faid  again 
by  any  Man  that  Ihall  fucceed  or 
come  after  him. — He  at  length, 
however,  gave  up  the  Point,  ei- 
ther convinced  by  Dr.  Raimld's 
Arguments,  or  perhaps  afraid  of 
incurring  Cenfure,  ihould  he  have 
purfued  the  SubjecSl  any  farther. 
— Wood  informs  us  that  our  Au- 
thor wrote  feveral  Plays,  of  which 
however  he  gives  us  the  Titles  of 
no  more  than  three,  vix, 

1.  Meleager. 

2.  Ri'vales, 

3.  Ulysses  redux. 

which  are  all  written  In  Lati»f 
and,  as  we  are  informed  by  the 
above-cited  Author,  were  afted 
with  great  Applaufe  in  the  Refec- 
tory of  Cbriji  Church  College  ;  but 
only  the  firft  of  them  does  he  af- 
fure  us  of  having  been  printed, 
which  it  was  at  Oxford,  in  4to. 
1592,  and  occafioned  the  Letters 
between  the  Author  and  Tit.Rai- 
nolds,  which  I  have  before  fpokera 
of. — Dr.  Gager  was  living  at,  or 
near  the  City  of  Ely,  in  1610.— 
I  cannot  however  omit  one  Cir- 
cumflance 
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cumfUnce  of  our  Author,  which 
I  am  afraid  will  be  no  very  ftrong 
Recommendation  of  him  to  my 
fair  Readers,  njiz..  that  in  an  Adt 
at  Oxford  \n  1608,  he  maintain- 
ed a  Thefis,  That  it  ivas  laivful 
for  Hufbands  to  heat  their  V/injei, 
— This  Thefis  was  anfwer'd  by 
Mr.  Heale,  of  Exeter  College,  an 
avowed  Champion  for  the  Fair 
Sex. 

Gardiner,  Mr.  Matthe'w.'-- 
This  Author  is  mentioned  no 
where  but  in  the  Britip  Theatre^ 
the  Writer  of  which  informs  us 
that  he  w^as  a  native  of  Ireland^ 
and  wrote  two  dramatic  Pieces, 
moft  probably  performed  in  that 
Kingdom,  whofe  Titles  were 
J.  Parthian  Hero.  Trag. 
2.  Sharpers.  Ballad  Opera. 
G  A  R  R  I  c  It ,  Da-vid,  Efq ;  — It 
would  furely  be  needlefs  here  to 
mention,  that  the  Gentleman  juft 
.nam'd  is  at  this  Time  a  living 
Writer,  were  it  not  for  the  Sake 
of  future  theatrical  Chronology, 
which  may  at  fome  Period  here- 
after have  Occafion  for  fuch  In- 
formation.— He  was  born  in  the 
City  of  Hereford,  in  the  Year 
1717,  his  Father  bearing  a  Cap- 
tain's Commiffiori  in  the  Army, 
which  Rank  he  maintained  for 
feveral  Years  ;  and  at  the  Time 
of  his  Death  was  poffefs'd  of  a 
Majority,  which  that|Event  how- 
ever prevented  him  from  ever 
enjoying. — Our  Author  leceived 
the  firft  Rudiments  of  his  Edu- 
cation at  the  Free  -  School  of 
Litchfield f  which  he  afterwards 
compleatedat  Rochefier,  under  the 
celebrated  Mr.  Coljon,  fince  Ma- 
thematical Profeficr  at  Cambridge. 
B— On  the  9th  of  March  1736,  he 
was  enterM  of  the  honourable 
Society  of  Lincoln  s-Inn,  being 
intended  for  the  Bar. — But  whe- 
ther he  found  the  Study  of  the 
Law  too  heavy,    {'aturnin&,  aad 
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barren  of  Amufement  for  his 
more  aftive  and  lively  Difpofi- 
tion,  or  that  a  Genius  like  his 
could  not  continue  circumfcribed 
within  the  Limits  of  any  Profef- 
fion  bur  that  to  which  it  was 
more  peculiarly  adapted,  and  like 
the  magnetic  Needle  pointed  di- 
reftly  to  its  proper  Centre,  or 
perhaps  both,  it  is  cer'ain  that 
he  did  not  long  purfue  the  Muni- 
cipal Law  J  for  in  the  Year 
1740-I,  he  quitted  it  entirely  for 
the  Stsge,  and  made  his  firft  Ap- 
pearance at  the  Theatre  in  Good- 
man s~fields,  then  under  the  Ma- 
nagement of  Mr.  Henry  Giffard. 
— The  Charafter  he  firil  repre- 
fented  was  that  of  King  Rich- 
ard III.  in  which,  like  the  Sun 
burfting  from  behind  an  obfcure 
Cloud,  he  difplayed,  in  the  yery 
earlieft  Dawn,  a  fomewhat  more 
than  Meridian  Brightnefs.  —  In 
fhort,  his  Excellence  dazzled  and 
aftonifhed  every  one,  and  the  fee- 
ing a  young  Man,  in  no  more 
than  his  twenty -fourth  Year,  and 
a  Novice  to  the  Stage,  reaching 
at  one  fmgle  Step  to  that  Height 
of  Perfection  which  Maturity  of 
Years  and  long  practical  Expe- 
rience had  not  been  abie  to  be- 
ilow  on  the  then  capital  Perfor- 
mers of  the  Englifo  Stage,  was  a 
Phcenomenon  which  cowld  not 
but  become  the  Objeft  of  uni- 
verfal  Speculation,  and  as  uni- 
verfal  Admiration.— — The  Ru- 
mour of  this  bright  Star  appear- 
ing in  theEaft  flew  V/ith  the  Ra- 
pidity of  Lightning  through  the 
Town,  and  drew  all  the  theatri- 
cal Magi  thitherto  pay  their  De- 
votions to  this  new-born  Son  of 
Genius ;  the  Theatres  towards 
the  Court-End  of  the  Town  were 
deferted,  Perfons  of  all  Ranks 
flocking  to  Goodman's  -  Fields^ 
where  Mr.  Garrick  continued  to 
aa  till  the  Clofs  of  ihe  Seafon, 
whea 
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when,  having  very  advantageous 
Terms  olfer'd  him  for  the  per- 
forming in  Dublin  during  fome 
Part  of  the  Summer,  he  went 
over  thither,  where  he  found  the 
fame  juft  Homage  paid  to  his 
Merit,    which   he   had    received 

from  his  own  Countrymen. • 

To  the  Service  of  the  latter, 
hou'ever,  he  efteemed  himfelf 
more  immediately  bound  j  and 
therefore,  in  the  enfuing  Win- 
ter, engaged  himfelf  to  Mr.  Fket- 
ivood,  then  Manager  of  Drury 
Lane  Playhoufe,  in  which  The- 
atre he  continued  till  the  Year 
1745,  ^"  '^^  Winter  of  which 
he  again  went  over  to  Ireland, 
and  continued  there  through  the 
whole  of  that  Seafon,  being  joint 
Manager  with  Mr.  Sheridan  in 
the  Direction  and  Profits  of  the 
Theatre  Royal  in  Smock-Alley, — 
From  thence  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land, and  was  engaged  for  the 
Seafon  of  1746  with  the  late  Mr. 
Rich,  Patentee  of  Co-vent  Garden. 
This,  however,  was  his  lafl:  Per- 
formance as  an  hired  Adtor,  for 
jn  the  Clofe  of  that  Seafon,  Mr. 
Fleetiuood's  Patent  for  the  Ma- 
nagement of  Drury  Lane  being 
expir'd,  and  that  Gentleman  hav- 
ing no  Inclination  farther  to  per- 
fue  a  DeCgn  hy  w'hich,  from  his 
Want  of  Acquaintance  with  the 
proper  Conduft  of  it,  or  fome  o- 
therReafons,  he  had  already  con- 
fiderably  impair'd  his  Fortune, 
Mr.  Garrick)  in  Conjundlion  with 
Mr.  Lacy,  purchafed  the  Pro- 
perty of  that  Theatre,  together 
•with  the  Renovation  of  the  Pa- 
tent, and,  in  the  Winter  of  1747, 
opened  it  with  the  beft  Part  of 
Mr.  F/e£/iyoo<f's  former  Company, 
and  the  great  additional  Strength 
of  Mr.  Barry,  Mrs.  Pritchard  and 
Mrs.  Gibber  from  Cownt  Garden. 

In  this  Station  Mr.  Garrick  has 
continued  ever  fince,   and  both 
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by  his  Conduft  as  a  Manager, 
and  his  unequal'd  Merit  as  an 
A6lor,  has  from  Year  to  Year 
added  to  the  Entertainment  of 
the  Public,  which  he  has  ever, 
with  an  indefatigable  Affiduity, 
confulted. — Nor  has  the  Public 
been  by  any  Means  ungrateful  in 
its  Returns  for  that  Afliduityj 
but  has,  on  the  Contrary,  by 
the  warm  and  deferved  Encou- 
ragement which  it  has  given 
him,  raifed  him  to  that  State  of 
Eafe  and  Affluence,  to  which  it 
muft  furely  be  the  Wifh  of  every 
honeft  Heart,  to- fee  fuperior  Ex- 
cellence of  any  Kind  exalted. 

To  enter  into  a  particular  De- 
tail of  Mr.  Carrick's  feveral  Me- 
rits, or  a  Difcuffion  of  his  pecu- 
liar Excellencies  in  the  immenfe 
Variety  of  Characters  he  per- 
forms, would  be  a  Ta/k,  not 
only  too  arduous  for  me  to  at- 
tempt, and  too  extenfive  for  the 
Limits  of  the  prefent  Work,  but 
alfo  entirely  impertinent  and  un- 
neceflary,  as  very  few  Perfons, 
for  whofe  Entertainment  or  In- 
formation this  Book  is  intended, 
can  be  fuppofed  unacquainted 
with  them. — Hovt^ever,  as  Rea« 
ders  in  fome  more  diftant  Pe- 
riods, when,  as  Mr,  Cib&er  ex- 
preffes  it,  tbe  animated  Graces  of 
the  Player  ivill,  at  beji,  but  faintly 
glimmer  thro"  the  Memory,  or  im~ 
perfeEi  Attejlation,  of  a  fezo  fur- 
viving  ^peBators  j  nay,  when  even 
thefe  Teftimonials  ihall  be  unat- 
tainable, will  be  defirous  of  form- 
ing to  their  Ideas  a  Portrait  of 
the  Perfon  and  Manner  of  this 
amazing  Performer,  I  ftall  here 
.bequeath  my  little  Mite  to  future 
dramatic  Hiftory,  by  offering  fach 
a  rude  Sketch  of  them,  as  when 
touched  up  hereafter  by  feme  o- 
ther  Pencil,  may  anfwer  the  in- 
tended Purpofe,  and  prove  a  per- 
ita  Pidure. 

£  O  j  Mr. 
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Mr,  Garrick  in  his  Perfon  is 
low,  yet  well-fhap'd  and  neatly 
proportioned,  and,  having  added 
the  Qualifications  of  Dancing  and 
Fencing  to  that  natural  Gentility 
of  Manner,  which  no  Art  can 
beftow,  but  which  our  great  Mo- 
ther Nature  endows  many  with, 
even  from  Infancy,  his  Deport- 
ment is  conftantly  eafy,  natural 
and  engaging. — 'His  Completion 
is  dark,  and  the  Features  of  his 
Face,  which  are  pleafingly  regu- 
lar, are  animated  by  a  full  black 
Eye,  brilliant  and  penetrating. — 
His  Voice  is  clear,  melodious 
and  commanding,  and,  altho'  it 
may  not  poflefs  the  ftrong  over- 
bearing Powers  of  Mr.  Mojjhp's, 
or  the  mufical  Sweetnefs  of  Mr. 
Barrfs,  yet  it  appears  to  liave  a 
much  greater  Compafs  of  Vari- 
ety than  either  j  and,  from  Mr. 
Garrick'' s  judicious  Manner  of 
conducting  it,  enjoys  that  Arti- 
culation and  piercing  DiOinftnefs, 
which  renders  it  equally  intelli- 
gible, even  to  the  moft  diftant 
Parts'  of  an  Audience,  in  the 
gentle  Whifpers  of  murmuring 
Love,  the  half-fmother'd  Accents 
of  infelt  Paffion,  or  the  profeffed 
and  fometimes  aukward  Conceal- 
ments of  an  Afide  Speech  in  Co- 
medy, as  in  the  Rants  of  Rage, 
the  Darings  of  Defpair,  or  all  the 
open  Violence  of  tragical  Enthu- 
fiafm. 

As  to  his  particular  Forte  or 
fuperior  Caft  in  afting,  it  would 
be  perhaps  as  difficult  to  deter- 
mine it,  as  it  would  be  minutely 
to  defcribe  his  feveral  Excellen- 
cies in  the  very  different  Cafts 
in  which  he  at  different  Times 
thinks  proper  to  appear. — Parti- 
cular Superiority  is  fwallowed  up 
in  his  Univerfality,  and  /fiould 
it  even  be  contended,  that  there 
have  been  Performers  equal  to 
him  in  their  own  refpcdlive  Fories 
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of  Playing,  yet  even  ^/^f/r  Parti- 
sans muft  acknowledge,  there 
never  exifted  any  one  Performer 
that  came  near  his  Excelienceiin 

fo  great  a  Vaiiety  of  Parts. 

Tragedy,  Comedy  and  Farce,  the 
Lover  and  the  Hero,  the  jea- 
lous Hufband,  v/ho  fufpedls  his 
Wile's  Virtue  without  Caufe, 
and  the  thoughtlefs  lively  Rake, 
who  attacks  it  without  Defign, 
are  all  aUke  open  to  his  Imita- 
tion, and  all  alike  do  Honour  to 
his  Execution. — Every  Paffion  of 
the  human  Breaft  feems  fubjedled 
to  his  Powers  of  Expreffion,  nay, 
even  Time  itfelf  appears  to  fland 
ftill  or  advance  as   he  would  have 

it. Rage  and  Ridicule,  Doubt 

and  Defpair,  Tranfport  and  Ten- 
dernefs,  Compaffion  and  Con- 
tempt, Love,  Jealoufy,  Fear, 
Fury  and  Simplicity,  all  take  in 
Turn  Poffeffion  of  his  Features, 
while  each  of  them  in  Turn  ap- 
pears to  be  the  fole  PofTeflor  of 
thofe  Features. — One  Night  Old 
Ag2  fits  on  his  Countenance,  as 
if  the  Wrinkles  fhe  had  fiampt 
there  vvere  indelible  ;  the  next 
the  Gaiety  and  Bloom  of  Youth 
feems  to  o'erfpread  his  Face,  and 
fmooth  even  thofe  Maiks  which 
Time  and  mufcular  Conforma- 
tion may  have  really  made  there. 
■ — Of  thefe  Truths  no  one  can  be 
ignorant,  who  has  ever  feen  hini 
in  the  feveral  Charafters  of  Lear 
or  Hamkt,  Richard,  Dorilas,  Ro- 
meo, or  Lujlgnon  ;  in  his  Ranger, 
Bays,   Drugger,  Kitely,   Brute,  or 

Benedicl In  fhort.  Nature,    the 

Miftrefs  from  whom  alone  this 
great  Performer  has  borrowed  all 
his  Leffons,  being  iii  herfelf  in- 
exhauftible,  and  her  Variation 
not  to  be  numbered,  it  is  by  no 
Means  furjrizing,  that  this,  her 
darling  Son,  fhould  find  an  unli- 
mited Scope  for  Change  and  Di- 
verfity  ia  his  Manner  of  copying 
from 
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from  her  various  Produflions ; 
andj  as  if  (he  had  from  his  Cra- 
dle marked  him  out  for  her  trueft 
Reprefentative,  {he  has  beftcwed 
on  him  fuch  Powers  of  Expreffion 
in  the  Mufcles  of  his  Face,  as  no 
Performer  ever  yet  poflefs'd  5  not 
only  for  the  Difplay  of  a  fmgle 
PaiTion,  but  alfo  for  the  Combi- 
nation of  thofe  various  Confiidts 
with"  which  the  human  Breaft  at 
Times  is  fraught  j  fo  that  in  his 
Countenance,  even  when  his  Lips 
are  filent,  his  Meaning  ftands 
portray'd  in  Charafters  too  le- 
gible for  any  to  miflake  it.— In 
a  Word,  the  Beholder  feels  him- 
felf  affe£led  he  knows  not  how, 
and  it  may  be  truly  faid  of  him, 
by  future  Writers,  what  the  Poet 
.has  faid  of  Shakefpeare,  that  in 
his  ading,  as  in  the  others 
writing, 

llh  powerful  Strokes  prevailing 

Truth  imprejz'd, 
And  unreftfied  Pajjior.  florm  d  the 

Breaft, 

During  the  Courfe  of  his  Ma- 
nagement, the  Public  has,  un- 
doubtedly, been  much  obliged  to 
him  for  his  indefatigable  Labour 
in  the  Conduft  of  the  Theatre, 
and  in  the  Pains  he  has  ever 
taken  to  difcover  and  gratify  its 
Tafte ;  and,  the'  the  Situation 
of  a  Manager  will  perpetually  be 
liable  to  Attacks  from  difappoint- 
ed  Authors  and  undeferviug  Per- 
formers ;  yet,  it  is  apparent,  from 
the  Barrennefs  both  of  Plays  and 
Players  of  Merit  v/hich  has  for 
fome  years  pafl:  appear'd  at  the 
oppofite  Theatre,  that  this  Gen- 
tleman cannot  have  refused  Ac- 
ceptance to  many  of  either  Kind, 
that  was  any  Way  deferving  of 
the  Town's  Regard  — In  fhort, 
it  does  not  appear  that  this  is  the 
Age  of  either  dramatic  or  thca- 
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trical  Genius  ;  and  yet  it  is  very  ' 
apparent,  that  the  Pains  Mr. Cta/-- 
rick  has  taken  in  rearing  many 
tender  Plants  of  the  latter  Kind, 
has  added  feveral  valuable  Per- 
formers to  the  Englijh  Stage, 
whofe  firft  Blo/Toms  were  far 
from  promifing  fo  fair  a  Fruit  as 
they  have  fince  produc'd  : — and 
that,  among  the  feveral  dramatic 
Pieces  which  have  within  thefe 
fourteen  Years  made  their  firlifc 
Appearance  on  the  Theatre  in 
Drury  Lane,  there  are  very  few, 
whcfe  Authors  have  not  acknow- 
ledged themfelves  greatly  indebted 
to  this  Gentleman  for  ufeful 
Hints  or  advantageous  Altera- 
tions, to  which  their  Succefs  has 
in  great  Meafure  been  owing.— 
Add  to  this  Care,  the  Revival  of 
many  Pieces  of  the  more  early 
"Writers  :  Pieces  poiTefs'd  of  great 
Merit,  but  which  had,  either 
thro'  the  Negle£l:  or  Ignorance  of 
other  Managers,  lain  for  a  iong^ 
Time  unemployed  and  unregard- 
ed.  But  there  is  one  Part  of 

theatrical  Condu<£l  which  ought 
unqueftionably  to  be  recorded  to 
Mr.  GarricWh  Honour,  fince  thp. 
Caufe  of  Virtue  and  Morality^ 
and  the  Formation  of  public 
Manners  are  very  confiderab'v 
dependant  on  it,  and  that  is,  the 
Zeal  with  which  he  has  ever 
aimed  to  banilh  frcm  the  Stage 
all  thofe  Plays  v;hich  carry  with 
them  an  immoral  Tendency,  and 
to  prune  from  thofe,  which  do 
not  abfolutely  on  the  whole  pro- 
mote the  Interefts  of  Vice,  fuch 
Scenes  of  Licentioufnefs  and  Li- 
berty, as  a  Redundancy  of  Wit 
and  too  great  Livelinefs  of  Ima- 
gination has  induced  fome  of  our 
comic  Writers  to  indulge  them- 
felves in,  and  which  the  fympa- 
thetic  Difpofition  of  an  Age  of 
Gallantry  and  Intrigue  had  given 

a  Sanction  to, The  Purity  of 

[  O  2  ]  the 
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ths-  Engljjh  Stage  has  certainly 
hi:tn  much  more  fully  eftabliJhed 
cunng  the  Adminiftration  of  this 
theatrical  Minifler,  than  it  had 
tve>  been  during  preceding  Ma- 
Tiagements  :  For  what  the  Public 
'i'afte  had  itfelf  in  fome  Meafure 
began,  he,  by  keeping  that  Tafte 
within  its  proper  Channel,  and 
ieeding  it  with  a  pure  and  un- 
tainted Stream,  fecms  to  have 
coti)p!eated  5  and  to  have  endea- 
icur'd  as  much  as  poflible  to  keep 
up  to  the  Promife  made  in  the 
Prologue  above  quoted,  and  which 
wa-j  fpoken  at  the  firft  Opening 
of  that  Theatre  under  his  Di- 
redijon,  viz. 

Bade  Scenic  Virtue  form  the  ri- 

fing  Age, 
Avd  'Truth  diffufe  her  Radiance 

fron:  the  Stage. 

His  Superiority  to  all  others  In 
one  Branch  of  Excellence,  how- 
ever, mufl-  not  make  us  overlook 
the  Rank  he  is  entitled  to  ftand 
in  as  to  another  ;  nor  our  Re- 
membrance of  his  being  the  Jirji 
A^or  living,  induce  us  to  forget, 
that  he  is  far  from  being  the  laft 
i^/-/Ver.— — Notwithftanding  the 
numberlefs  and  laborious  Avoca  - 
tions  attending  on  his  Profeffion 
as  an  Adlor,  ano  his  Station  as  a 
Manager,  yet  ftili  his  adtive  Ge- 
nius has  been  perpetually  buri^ing 
forth  in  various  little  Produ£tions 
both  in  the  dramatic  and  poetical 
Way,  whofe  Merit  cacnot  but 
make  us  regret  his  Want  of 
Time  for  the  Purfuance  of  more 
extenfive  and  important  Works. 
Of  thefe  he  has  puhlicly  avowed 
himfelf  the  Author  of  the  fol- 
lowing, fome  of  which  are  Ori- 
ginals, and  the  reft  Alterations 
from  other  Authors,  with  a  De- 
.fign  to  adapt  them  to  the  prefent 
Tafte  ftf  the  Public. 
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1.  Every  Man  in  his  Humour' 

Com.  (Alteration  from 
Ben  Jonfon,  with  an  ad- 
ditional Scene.) 

2.  Farmer^s  Return.    Interlude, 

3.  Guardian.      Com.    of   two 

Ads. 

4.  Lethe.     Farce. 

5.  Lyin^,  Valet.     Com.   of  two 
■    Ads. 

6.  Mifi  in  her  Teens.     Farce. 

7.  RoMEo  and  Juliet.     T. 

(Alter'd  from  ShakefpearCy 
with  an  additional  Scene.) 

8.  TVinter'sTale.  (Alter'd  from 

Shakefpeare.) 
Befides    thefe,     Mr.  Garrick  hd.^ 
been   reputed  the  Author  of  the 
following  Pieces,  'vix. 

I.  Catherine  and  Petru- 
CHio.  Farce,  in  three 
Afts .  (  Alter'd  from 
Shakefpeare.) 
&.  Cymbeline.  T.  (Alter'd 
from  Skakefpears,  but  by 
little  more  than  a  Tranf- 
pofxtion  of  feveral  Scenes, 
for  the  Sake  of  adding 
Regularity  to  the  Con- 
dudl  of  the  Drama.) 

3.  Enchanter.     Mufical  Enter- 

tainment. 

4.  Gamejlers.     C,.    (Alteration 

from  jarr.e%  Shirley.) 
c .  Ha  RLE  Qjj !  N  'i  Ir.vfijion.  A 
Chriftwaz  Gambol.  (This 
is  a  Sort  of  fpeaking  Pan- 
tomime, in  whi^h  an  ad- 
mirable Scene  of  Lady 
Doll  Sivip,  the  Taylor's 
Daughter,  was  written  by 
this  Gentleman.) 

6.  Isabella  .       (Alteration 

from  Southerners  Fatal 
Marriage  } 

7.  LiLLiPUT.       An    Enter- 

tainment, a£ted  by  Chil- 
dren. 

8.  Male   Coquette.       Corn,    in 

two  ACts. 

Befides 
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Befides  thefe,  Mr.  Garrick  has 
been  fuppofed  to  be  the  Author 
of  an  Ode  on  the  Beath  of  Mr, 
Felham,  which,  in  lefs  than  fix 
"Weeks,  run  thro'  four  Editions. 
The  Prologues,  Epilogues  and 
Songs,  -which  he  has  written, 
are  almoft  innumerable,  and  pof- 
fefs  a  Degree  of  Happinefs  both 
in  Conception  and  Execution,  in 
which  he  Hands  unequall'd. — It 
would,  however,  be  in  vain  to 
attempt  any  Enumeration  of  them 
in  this  Place,  and  is  indeed  the 
lefs  necefiaiy,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed there  is  Hope  the  Author 
himfelf  will,  e'er  long,  obHge 
the  Public  with  a  compleat  Edi- 
tion of  all  his  Works. 

G -A  R  T  E u ,    Mr.  Ihonias. 1 

meet  with  no  mention  of  this 
Gentleman  among  any  of  the 
Writers,  but  only  in  Coxeters 
MS.  Notes,  where,  without  any 
farther  Account,  a  very  old  Piece, 
publifhed  about  the  Middle  of 
Queen  ElizahetFs  Reign,  is  af- 
cribed  to  a  Perfon  of  this  Name. 
The  Piece  itfelf  is  entitled,  The 
Comtnody  of, 

Susanna. 

GASCOIG^•E,  Ceorgs.,  Efq; — 
This  Gentleman  flourifned  in  the 
Beginning  of  Queen   Elmabcth\ 

Reign. -He  was  born  at  Wal- 

tbamflonv  in  the  Forefi,  in  EJJ'ex, 
and  had  a  Tafte  of  each  of  our 
famous  Univerfities,  before  he 
was  enter'd  of  Gray^s-'hii. — For 
his  volatile  Temper  made  him 
foon  leave  one  of  thefe  delightful 
Places  fi^r  another,  and  all  of 
them  for  the  Army,  where  his 
Behaviour  was  fo  fignally  brave, 
as  to  entitle  him  very  juftly  to 
the  Motto  he  took,  oi 'Tarn  Marti 
^:iam  Mercuria, 

In  this  Station  he  was  for  fome 
Time  in  various  Cities  of  Hol- 
land, after  which  he  went  to 
Fiance^  in  order  to  fee  and  ftudy 
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the  Manners  of  that  Courts  where 
he  happen'd  to  meet  with  a  Scot- 
tijh  Lady,  whom- he  fell  in  Love 
with  and  married. — At  length, 
being  tired  of  this  rambling  Way 
of  Life,  he  came  back  to  Etjg- 
land,  and  returned  to  Gray''s-Ini7f. 
where  he  compofed  moft  of  his 
various  Pieces;  and  afterwards  to 
his  native  Place,  where,  fays 
Coxeter,  he  died,  and  was  buried 
in  his  middle  Age,,  Anno  1578.-— 
Coxeter,  however,  tells  us,  that 
he  has  fs-tn.  an  old  Piece  in  Verfe 
(in  Black  Letter  and  without 
Date,  4to.  London.)  entitled,  A 
•Sieniemhrance  of  the  %vdl  imployed 
Life  and  godly  End  of  George  Gaf- 
coigne,  £y^j  who  deceafed  at  Stalm- 
ford  in  LincolnHiiie,  the  'jth  of 
Oftober,  1577.  The  Report  of 
Geor.  Whetftones,  Gent,  an  Eye- 
WitTiefs  of  his  god'.y  and  charitable 
End  in  this  fi  orld. 

The  dramatic  Pieces  he  has> 
left  behind  him  are  four  in  Num^ 
ber,   their  Names  as  follow, 

1.  G/afs  ofGovenimetit.  Tragi - 

Com. 

2.  JocASTAr    T.     (Tranda- 

tion  from  Euripides,  af- 
fifted  by  Mr.  Era.  Kyn- 
ivelhmrfh.) 

3.  Pleafures     at     K  e  N  E  t- 

WORTHE  Cafde.  Mafque. 

4.  Suppofes.     C®m.    (Tranfla- 

tion  from  Ariofio.) 
Befides  thefe  Pieces,  he  wrote  fc- 
veral  other  Things"  in  Verfe  and 
Profe,  and  at  that  early  Time 
was  efteemed  not  only  a  Perfon 
of  Politenefs,  Eloquence  and  Un- 
derftanding,  but  alfo  the  beft 
Love  Poet  extant,  nor  were  his 
dramatic  Works  held  in  any  tri- 
fling Eftimation. Among  the 

reft  of  his  Pieces  is  a  Satire, 
called  The  Steel  Glafs,  printed  in 
1576,  to  which  is  prefixed  the 
Author's  Pidlure  in  Armour, 
with  a  Ruff  and  a  large  Beard. — » 
[  O  3  ]  0» 
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On  his  right  Hand  hangs  a  Muf- 
quet  and  Bandileers,  on  his  left 
ftands  an  Ink  -  horn  and  fome- 
Books,  and  underwritten  is  the 
Motto  above  -  mentioned,  Tarn 
Marti  qtiani  Mercun'o. — No  very 
ftriking  Mark  of  the  Author's 
Modcfty ! 

Gay,  Mr.  yohn.-^Thh  Gen- 
tleman was  defcended  from  an 
ancient  Family  in  De-vonjhirc, 
was  born  at  Exeter,  and  received 
his  Education  at  the  Free-School 
of  Barnfiaple,  in  that  County, 
under  the  Care  of  Mr.  William 
Rayner. — He  was  bred  a  Mercer 
in  the  StrarJ,  but  having  a  fmall 
Fortune,  independent  of  Bufmefs, 
and  confidering  the  Attendance 
en  a  Shop  as  a  Degradation  of 
thofe  Talents  which  he  found 
himfelf  pofiTcfled  of,  he  quitted 
that  Occupation,  and  apphed  him- 
felf to  other  Views,  and  to  the 
Indulgence  of  his  Inclination  for 
the  Mufes. — In  what  Year  Mf. 
Gay  was  born  does  not  appear 
£rom  the  Accounts  of  any  cf  his 
HiftcriographciS,  but  in  I7i2we 
find  him  Secretary,  or  rather  Do- 
Oieftic  Steward,  to  the  Dutchefs 
of  Monmouth,  in  which  Station 
he  continued  till  the  Beginning 
of  the  Year  1714,  at  whicli  Time 
he  accompanied  the  Earl  of  Cla- 
rendon to  Hano've}',  whither  that 
Nobleman  was  difpatched  by  Qu, 
^>ine. 

In  the  ktter  End  of  the  fame 
Year,  in  Confequence  of  the 
Quesn's  Death,  he_  returned  to 
England,  where  he  lived  in.,  the 
highefi:  Eftlmuticii  and  Intimacy 
of  FriejTd'^^ip  with  many  Perfcns 
of  the    fuft  Difiinftion    both   in 

Rank  and  Abilities. He   wa? 

even  particularly  taken  Notice  of 
by  Queen  GaioHi.e,  then  Princefs 
cf  Wales,  to  whom  he  had  the 
lldnour  of  reading  in  Manufcript 
tis  Tragedy  of  the  Ca£tives,  and 
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in  1726  dedicated  his  Fables,  by 
Perm-flion,  to  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland,— From  this  Countenance 
fhewn  to  him,  and  numberlsfs 
Promifes  made  him  of  Prefer- 
ment, it  was  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  he  would  have  been 
genteelly  provided  for  in  fome  Of- 
fice fuitable  to  his  Inclination 
and  Abilities. — Inftead  of  which, 
in  1727,  he  was  ofFer'd  the  Place 
of  Gentleman-Ufher  to  one  of 
the  youngeft  Princefles  j  an  Of- 
fice which,  as  he  looked  on  it  as 
rather  an  Indignity  to  a  Man, 
whofe  Talents  might  have  been 
fo  much  better  employed,  he 
thought  proper  to  refufe,  and 
fome  pretty  warn»  Remonftrances 
were  made  on  the  Occafioft  by 
his  fincere  Friends  and  zealous 
Patrons  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs* 
of  Slueenjberry ,  which  terminated' 
in  thofe  two  noble  Pei'fonages 
withdrawing  from  Court  in  Dif- 
guft.^ 

Mr.  Gafz  Dependencies  on  the- 
Promifes  of  the  Great,  and  the 
Difappointraents  he  met  with, 
he  has  figuratively  defcribed  in 
his  Fable  of  the  Hore  ivith  many 
Frier.ds. — Hov.'ever,  the  very  ex- 
traordinary Succefs  he  met  with 
from  Pubhc  Encouragement  made 
an  ample^  Amends,  both  with- 
Refpe(it  to  SatisfacTrion  and  Emo- 
lument, for  thofe  private  Difap- 
pointmepts. — For,  in  the  Seafon 
of  1727-8,  appeared  his  Beggar  s 
Opera,  the  vaft  Succefs  of  which 
was  not  only  unprecedented,  but 
almoft  incredible. — It  had  an  un- 
interrupted Run  ip,  London  of 
fixty-three  Nights  in  the  firft 
Seafon,  and  was  renewed  in  the 
enfuing  one  with  equal  Approba- 
tion.— It  fpread  into  all  the  great 
Tovv-.ns  of  England',  was  played  in 
many  Places  to, the  thirtieth  and 
fortieth  Time,  and  at  Bath  and 
Briliol  fifty ,  made  its  Frogrefs 
int* 
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into  Wales,  Scotland  and  Irelavd, 
in  which  laft  Place  it  was  a£led 
■for  twenty-four  fuccefiive  nights^ 
and  laft  of  all  it  was  performed 
at  Minorca. — Nor  was  the  Fame 
of  it  confined  to  the  Reading  and 
Reprefentation  alone,  for  the 
Card-Table  and  Drawing  Room 
ftar'd  with  the  Theatre  and 
Clofet  in  this  Rcfpedt  ;  the 
Ladies  carried  about  the  fa- 
vorite Songs  of  it  engraven  on 
their  Fan  Mounts,  and  Screens 
and  other  Pieces  of  Furniture, 
were  decorated  with  the  fame. — 
Mifs  Fentcn,  who  adled  Polly, 
tho'  till  then  perfectly  obfcure, 
became  all  at  once  the  Idol  of 
the  Town ;  her  Pidlures  were 
engraven  and  fold  in  great  Num- 
bers ;  her  Life  written  ;  Books 
of  Letters  and  Verfes  to  her  pub- 
lifhed  J  and  Pamphlets  made  of 
even  her  very  Sayings  and  Jefls ; 
nay,  fhe  herfelf  received  to  a 
Station,  in  Confequence  of  which 
/he,  before  her  Death,  attained 
the  highefl  Rank  a  Female  Sub- 
je£l:  can  acquire. — In  fhort,  the 
Satire  of  this  Piece  was  fo  flrik- 
ing,  fo  apparent  and  fo  perfeftly 
adapted  to  the  Tafte  of  all  De- 
grees of  People,  that,  it  even  for 
that  Seaibn  overthrew  the  Italian 
Opera,  that  Dagon  of  the  Nobi- 
lity and  Gentry,  which  had  io 
long  feduced  them  to  Idolatry, 
and  which  Dennic,  by  the  Labours 
and  Outcries  of  a  whol,e  Life, 
and  many  other  Writers,  by  the 
Force  of  Reafon  and  Reflection, 
had  in  vain  endeavour'd  to  drive 
from  the  Throne  of  Public  Tafte. 
—Yet  the  Herculean  Exploit  did 
this  little  Piece  at  once  bring  to 
its  Completion,  and  for  fome 
Time  recalled  the  Devotion  of 
the  Town  from  an  Adoration  of 
mere  Sound  and  Shew,  to  the 
Admiration  of,  and  Relifh  for,  true 
Satire  and  found  Ujad^rilandijjg* 
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The  Profits  of  this  Piece  was 
fo  very  great,  both  to  the  Author 
and  Mr.  Rich,  the  Manager,  that 
it  gave  Rife  to  a  Qiiibble,  which 
became  frequent  in  the  Mouths 
of  many,  viz.  That  it  lad  made 
Rich  gay,  and  Gay  rich  ;  and  I 
have  heard  it  afierted,  that  the 
Author's  own  Advantages  from 
it  were  not  lefs  than  two  thou- 
fand  Pounds. — In  Confequence  of 
this  Succefs,  Mr.  Ga^  was  in- 
duced to  write  a  fecond  Part  to 
it,  which  he  entitled  Polly. — But 
the  Difguft  fubfifting  between 
him  and  the  Court,  together  with 
the  Mifreprefentations  made  of 
him,  as  having  been  the  Author 
of  fome  dilafFe£led  Libels  and  fe- 
ditious  Pamphlets,  a  Charge 
which,  however,  he  warmly  dif- 
avows  in  his  Preface  to  this  O- 
|::era,  a  Prohibition  and  Suppref- 
fion  of  it  was  fent  from  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  at  the  very  Time 
when  every  Thing  was  in  Rea- 
dinefs  for  the  Rehearfal  of  jt.' — 
This  Difappointment,  however, 
was  far  from  being  a  Lofs  to  the 
Author,  for,  as  it  was  afterwards 
eonfeffcd,  even  by  his  very  beft 
Friends,  to  be  in  every  Refpeft  ir» 
finitely  inferior  to  the  firft  Part,  it 
is  more  than  probable,  that  it  might 
have  failed  of  that  great  Succefs  in 
tho  Reprefentation  which  Mr,Gay 
might  promife  himfelf  from  it, 
whereas,  the  Profits  arifing  from 
the  Publication  of  it  afterwards 
in  Quarto,  in  Confequence  of  a 
very  large  Subfcription,  which 
this  Appearance  of  Perfecution,, 
added  to  the  Author's  great  per- 
fonal  Intereft  procured  for  him, 
were  at  leafl  adequate  to  what 
could  have  accrued  to  him  from 
a  moderate  Run,  had  it  been  re- 
prefented.-- — -This  w:as  the  lafl: 
dramatic  Piece' of  Mr.  G^v's  that 
made  it's  Appearance  during  his 
Lifej  his  Opera  oi  AckiUis,  an 4 
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the  Comedy  of  the  Dlftrcfi  Wife, 
being  both  brought  on    the  Stage 

after  his  Death. What  other 

Works  he  executed  in  the  dra- 
matic Way  will  be  izcw  in  the 
enfuing  Lift,  and  their  feveral 
Succeffes  in  the  refpe£live  Ac- 
counts of  them  in  the  firft  Vo- 
lume of  this  Work.— -Their  Ti- 
tks  are  as  follow, 

i,  Achilles.     Opera, 

2.   Beggar  s  Opera. 


Capti-vcs.     T. 
DioNE.     Paft. 

Difireji  V/ife,      C. 
Mohocks.     F. 
No  Foo/s  like  fVits,     C. 
J5.  Polly.     Opera. 

9.  Three  Hours  after  Marriage, 

Farce. 

10.  TVhat  d'ye  call  it.     Tragi - 
Com.- Paft.. Farce. 

11.  Wife  of  Bath.  C. 
Eefides  thefe,  Mr.  Gay  wrote 
many  very  valuable  Pieces  in 
Verfe,  among  which  his  Trivia, 
or  the  Art  of  ivalking  the  Streas 
of  London,  tho'  I  believe  his  firft 
poetical  Attempt,  is  far  from  Ije- 
ing  the  leaft  confidcrable,  and  is 
what  recommended  him  to  the 
Efteem  and  FriendJhip  of  Mr. 
Pope ;  but,  as  among  his  dra- 
matic Works,  his  Beggar^s  Opera 
did  at  firft,  and  perhaps  ever  will, 
ftand  as  an  unrivall'd  Mafter- 
Piece,  fo,  among  his  poetical 
Works,  his  Fahles  hold  the  fame 
Rank  of  Eftimation  :  the  latter 
having  been  almoft  as  univerfally 
read,  as  the  former  was  repre- 
fented,  and  both  equally  admired. 
It  would  therefore  be  fuperfluous 
here  to  add  any  Thing  farther  to 
thefe  felf-rear'd  Monuments  of 
his  Fame  as  a  Poet, — As  a  Man, 
he  appears  to  have  been  morally 

amiable. His  Difpofition  was 

jfweet  and    affable,    his  Temper 
generous,,   and  bis  Converfation 
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agreeable  and  entertaining. — He 
had  indeed  one  Foible,  too  fre- 
quently incident  to  Men  of  great 
literary  Abilities,  and  which  fub- 
jeded  him  at  Times  to  Incon- 
veniences, which  otherwife  he 
needed  not  to  have  experienced, 
"vi^.  an  Excefs  of  Indolence, 
without  any  Knowledge  of  Oeco- 
nomy ;  fo  that,  tho'  his  Emolu- 
ments were,  at  fome  Periods  of 
his  Life,  very  confiderable,  he 
was  at  others  greatly  firaitened  in 
his  Circumftances  j  nor  could  he 
prevail  on  himfelf  to  follow  the 
Advice  of  his  Friend  Dean  S-zvift, 
whom  we  find  in  many  of  his 
Letters  endeavouring  to  perfuade 
him  to  the  Purchafing  of  an  An- 
nuity, as  a  Referve  for  the  Ex- 
igencies that  might  attend  on  Old 
Age.— Mr.  Gay  chofe  rather  to 
throw  himfelf  on  Patronage,  than 
fecure  to  himfelf  an  independent 
Competency  by  the  Means  point- 
ed out  to  him  5  fo  that,  after 
having  undergone  many  Viciffi- 
tudes  of  Forame,  and  being  for 
fome  Time  chiefly  fupported  by 
the  Liberality  of  the  Duke  and 
Dutchefs  of  ^eenfierry,  he  died 
at  their  Houfe  in  Burlington  Gar- 
dens, on  December   1732. He 

was  interred  in  Wejlnnnfer- Abbey, 
and  a  Monunient  erefted  to  his 
Memory,  at  the  Expence  of  his 
afore-mentioned  noble  Benefac- 
tors, with  an  Infcription  expref- 
five  of  their  Regards  and  his  own 
Deferts,  and  an  Epitaph  in  Verfe 
by  Mr.  Fope\,  but,  as  both  of 
them  are  ftill  in  Exiftence,  and 
free  of  Accefs  to  every  one,  it 
would  be  impertinent  to  repeat 
either  of  them  in  this  Place. 

Gay,  Jofepb. This  Name 

is  only  a  iiftitious  one,  yet  I 
could  not  avoid  giving  it  a  Place 
here,  as  otherwife  fome  Readers. 
might  be  milled,  by  the  iiuding 
is 
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it  prcfix'd  to  a  dramatic  Piece, 
entitled, 

The  Confederates.     Farce. 
For  an  Explanation  of  it_,   how- 
ever, Fid.  BrevaLj  Capt.  John 
Durant. 

Gentleman,  Mr. Fraftds. — 
Of  this  Gentleman  I  know  no- 
thing more  than  a  Report  of  his 
having  been  formerly  in  the  Ar- 
my.  A  ftrong  Inclination  for 

theatrical  Exhibitions  engaged 
him  to  make  an  Attempt  of  that 
Kind  himfelf  at  Bath,  but  not 
facceeding  there,  he  went  into 
fome  of  the  itinerant  Companies 
of  Players,  which  travel  over  the 
different  Parts  of  this  Kingdom, 
in  one  of  which  I  believe  he  at 
prefent  continues.  — His  Educa- 
tion appears  to  have  been  liberal, 
and  he  is  far  from  being  deficient 
of  Genius,  which  has  ihewn  it- 
feif  in  fome  dramatic  Attempts 
he  has  made,  -which,  tho'  they 
have  not  had  Interefl:,  or  perhaps 
Novelty  fufficient  to  entitle  them 
to  an  Appearance  on  the  Metn)- 
politan  Theatres,  have  fome  of 
them  been  prefented  with  Succefs 
in  the  Country. — His  Writings 
of  that  Kind,  which  have  come 
to  my  Knowledge,  are  the  fol- 
lowing, 'vix. 

1.  Narcissus    anrt   Eliza. 

Dram.  Tale. 

2.  OsMAN.  Tr.    Fid.  Vol.  I. 

Appendix. 

3.  Sejanus.     Trag. 

If  I  mifiake  not,  I  was  fhewn, 
when  at  Bath,  by  one  of  the 
principal  Performers  there,  fome 
Parts  of  an  Alteration  of  Banks'" s 
Albion  Sheens,  or  Mary  ^teen  of 
Scots,  made  by  Mi^.  Gentleman, 
and  either  adlually  performed,  or 
elfe  intended  fo  to  be,  at  the 
Theatre  there. 

Gil  DON,  Mr.  Char/es. -—This 
Gentlernan  was  born  at  Cilling- 
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ham,ntii-Shafte[bury,mDorfetpirei 
in  the  Year  1665.— His  Parents 
and  Family  were  all  of  the  Romijh 
Perfuafion,  and  confequently  en- 
deavoured to  inftill  the  fame  Prin- 
ciples into  our  Author  j  but  in  vain, 
for  no  fooner  did  he  find  himfelf 
capable  of  reafoning,  than  he  was 
alfo  able  to  difcover  the  Foppery, 
Errors     and    Abfurdity     of    that- 

Church's  Tenets.- His  Father 

was  a  Member  of  the  Society  of 
Grafs-Inn,  and  had  fufFcr'd  con- 
fiderably  in  the  Royal  Caufe. — ■ 
Mr.  Gildon  received  the  firll  Ru- 
diments of  his  Education  at  the 
Place  where  he  was  born  ;  but 
at  no  more  than  twelve  Years  of 
Age,  his  Parents  fent  him  over 
to  Doway  in  Hainault,  and  en- 
ter'd  him  in  the  Englifi  College 
of  Secular  Priefts  there,  with  a 
View  of  bringing  him  up  like- 
v.-ife  to  the  Priefthood  ;  but  all 
to  no  Purpofe,  for,  dating  a  Pro- 
grefs  of  five  Years  Study  therej, 
he  only  found  his  Inclinations 
more  ftrongly  confirmed  for  a 
quite  different  Courfe  of  Life. 

At  nineteen  Years  of  Age,  his 
Parents  probably  being  dead,  he 
returned  to  England,  and  when  he 
was  of  Age,  and  by  the  Entrance 
into  his  Paternal  Fortune,  which 
was  not  inconfiderable,  render'd 
in  every  Refpecl  capable  of  en- 
joying the  Gaieties  and  Pleafures 
of  this  polite  Town,  he  came  up 
to  London,  v;here,  as  P.'Ien  of 
Genius  and  Vivacity  are  too  of- 
ten deficient  in  the  Article  of 
Oeconomy,  he  foon  fpent  the. 
beft  Part  of  what  he  had,  and, 
that  he  might  be  fure,  as  Lord 
Toivnly  fays,  never  to  mend  it, 
he  crowned  his  other  Impru- 
dences by  marrying  a  young  La- 
dy, without  any  Fortune,  at  about 
the  Age  of  twenty-three,  thereby 
adding  to  his  other  Incumbi'ances 
that 
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that  of  a  growing  Family,  with- 
out any  Way  improving  his  re- 
duced Circumftances  thereby. 

During  the  Reign  of  King 
James  II.  he  dedicated  a  great 
Deal  of  Time  to  the  Study  of  the 
religious  Controverfies  which 
then  fo  ftrongly  prevailed  5  and 
he  declares,  in  fome  of  his  Wri- 
tings, that  it  coft  him  above  fe- 
ven  Years  Study  and  Conteft, 
and  a  very  cloie  Application  to 
Books,  before  he  could  entirely 
overcome  the  Prejudices  of  his 
Education. — For,  tho'  he  never 
had  given  Credit  to  the  abfurd 
Tenets  of  the  Church  of  Rome^ 
nor  could  ever  be  brought  to  em- 
brace the  ridiculous  Dodlrine  of 
her  Infallibility  ,  yet,  as  he  had 
Been  taught  an  early  Reverence 
to  the  Priefthood,  and  a  fubmif- 
live  Obedience  to  their  Autho- 
rity, it  was  a  long  Time  before 
he  aflumed  Courage  to  think 
freely  for  himfelf,  or  declare 
what  he  thought. 

Having,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
ferved,  greatly  injure?-his  For- 
tuneby  ThoughtlefTnefs  and  Dif- 
fipation,  he  was  now  obliged  to 
confider  on  fome  Method  for  the 
retrieving  ir,  or  indeed  rather  for 
the  Means  of  Subfiftence,  and  he 
himfelf  candidly  owns,  in  his 
Iffays,  that  Neceflity  (the  gene- 
ral  Inducement)  was  his  firft  Mo- 
tive for  venturing  to  be  an  A.u- 
thor ;  nor  was  it  till  he  had  ar- 
rived at  his  two  and  thirtieth 
Year,  that  he  made  any  Attempt 
in  the  dramatic  Way. 

He  died  on  Sunday  the  12th  of 
Jan.  1723-4,  nor  can  I  give  a 
better  Summary  of  his  literary 
Character,  than  by  mentioning 
what  was  at  the  Time  faid  of 
him  in  Boyers  Political  State, 
Vol.  XXVII.  p.  102.  where  he  is 
faid  to  have  been  "  a  Perfon  of 
"  gteat  Literature,    but  a  mean 
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"  Genius  J  who,  having  attempt- 
"  ed  feveral  Kinds  of  writing, 
"  never  gained  much  Reputation 
"  in  any.— Among  other  Trea- 
"  tifes  he  wrote  the  EngUjh  Art 
*'  of  Poetry,  which  he  had  prac- 
*'  tifed  himfelf  very  unfuccefs- 
"  fully  in  his  dramatic  Perform- 
*'  ances. — He  alfo  wrote  an  Evg- 
"  hp  Grammar  j  but  what  he 
"  feemed  to  build  his  chief  Hopes 
"  of  Fame  upon  was  his  late 
^'  Critical  Commentary  en  the 
"■  Duke  oi  Buckingham's  Effay  on 
*'  Poetry,  which  laft  Piece  was 
/*  perufed,  and  highly  approved 
**  by  his  Grace." 

His  dramatic  Pieces  are  as  fol- 
low, 

I.  Zow'i  ViElim.     Trag. 

a.  Phaeton.     Trag. 

3.  Roman    Bride's    Revenue, 
Trag.  ^ 

None  of  them  met  with  any 
great  Succefs,  and  indeed,  tho* 
they  do  not  totally  want  Merit, 
yet,  by  too  ftrong  an  Emulation 
of  the  Stile  of  Lee,  of  whom  he 
was  a  great  Admirer,  but  with- 
out being  poffeffed  of  that  Bril- 
liancy of  poetical  Imagination, 
which  frequently  atones  for  the 
mad  Flights  of  that  Poet,  Mr. 
Gi/dons  Verfe  runs  into  a  perpe- 
tual Train  of  Bombalt  and  Rant. 

Ccxeter  afcribes  to  him  a  Piece 
publifhed  Anonymous,  and  which 
is  only  an  Alteration  from  ShakeJ- 
peare,  entitled, 

Meafure  for  Meafure,  or  Beauty 
the  befi  Advocate, 
He  alfo,  about  two  Years  after 
Mrs.  Behns  Death,  brought  on 
the  Stage,  with  fome  few  Alter- 
ations of  his  own,  a  Comedy 
which  that  Lady  had  left  behind 
her,  entitled. 

The  Younger  Brother,    or    the 
Amorous  Jilt, 

Tho'  not    a    Man    of  capital 

Genius  himfelf,    yet  he   was  a 

pretty 
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pretty  fevere  Critic  on  the  Wri- 
tings of  others,  and  particularly 
the  Freedom  he  took  in  remark- 
ing upon  Mr.  PcJ>e's  Rape  of  the 
Lock,  excited  the  Rcfentment  of 
that  Gentleman,  who  was  never 
remarkable  for  any  great  Readi- 
nefs  to  forgive  Injuries,  to  fuch  a 
Height,  that  he  has  thought  pro- 
per to  immortalize  his  Name,  to- 
gether with  that  of  the  fnariing 
Dennis,  in  his  celebrated  Poem 
the  D  unci  ad, 

Glapthorne,  Mr.  Henry.-— 
This  Author  lived  in  the  Reign 
of  Charles  I.  and  Winfianley  calls 
him  one  of  the  chiefeft  dramatic 
Poets  of  that  Age.~Tho'  that 
Commendation,  however,  is  far 
beyond  what  his  Merits  can  lay 
Claim  to,  yet  we  cannot  but  al- 
low him  to  have  been  a  good 
Writer,  and  tho'  his  Plays  are 
now  entirely  laid  afide,  yet,  at 
the  Time  they  were  written,  they 
met  with  confiderable  Approba- 
tion and  Succefs, — They  are  five 
in  Number,  and  their  Titles  as 
follow, 

1.  Albertus      Wallen - 

STEIN.      T. 

2.  Argalus  and  Parthe- 

NiA.     Tragi-Comi 

3.  Hollander.     C. 

4.  Ladies  Priviledge.     C." 

5.  Wit  in  a  Conftable.     C. 
Glover,    Richard,   Efqj— — 

This  very  ingenious  Author  is 
ftill  living.— He  was  brought  up 
in  the  Mercantile  Way,  in  which 
he  made  a  confpicuous  Figure, 
and  by  a  remarkable  Speech  that 
he  made  in  Behalf  of  the  Mer- 
chants of  London,  at  the  Bar  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  about 
the  Year  1 740,  previous  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Spanijh  War, 
he  acquired,  and  with  great  Juf- 
tice,  the  Charafter  of  an  able 
:and  fteady  Patriot  j  and  indeed, 
on  every  Occafion,  he  has  /hewn 


G  L 

a  moft  perfeft  Knowledge  of, 
joined  to  the  moft  ardent  Zeal 
for,  the  commercial  Interefts  of 
this  Nation,  and  an  inviolable 
Attachment  to  the  Welfare  of 
his  Countiymen  in  general,  and 
that  of  the  City  of  London  in 
particular.  — —  Hov/ever,  about 
1751?  having,  in  Confequenceof 
unavoidable  Lofles  in  Trade,  and 
perhaps,  in  fome  Meafure,  of 
his  zealous  Warmth  for  the  pub- 
lic Interefts,  to  the  Negleft  of 
his  own  private  Emoluments, 
fomewhat  reduced  his  Fortunes, 
he  condefcended  to  ftand  Candi- 
date for  the  Place  of  Chamberlain 
of  the  City  of  London,  in  Oppo- 
fition  to  the  prefent  Sir  Thomas 
Harrifon,  but  loft  his  Eleftion 
there  by  no  very  great  Majority. 

His  public  Abilities,  howev'er, 
are  fo  well  known,  that  I  need 
no  farther  expatiate  on  them  j  in 
the  Belles  Lettres,  however,  he 
has  alfo  made  no  inconfiderable 
Figute,  and  in  that  View  it  is 
that  we  have  Occafion  to  coniider 
him  in  this  Work. — Mr.  Glo-ver 
very  early  demonftrated  a  very 
ftrong  Propenfity  to,  and  Genius 
for.  Poetry  j  yet  his  Ardor  for 
public,  and  the  Hurry  neceflary 
attendant  on  his  private.  Affairs, 
fo  far  interfered  with  that  Incli- 
nation, that  it  was  fome  Years 
before  he  had  it  in  his  Power  to 
finifh  an  Epic  Poem,  which  he 
had  begun  when  young,  entitled 
Leonid  AS,  the  Subje£l  of  which 
was  the  gallant  Anions  of  that 
great  General,  and  his  heroic  De- 
fence of,  and  Fall  at,  the  Pafs  of, 
Thermopyla. — This  Piece,  how- 
ever, the  Public  wereVo  long  in 
Expeftation  of,  and  had  encou- 
raged fuch  extravagant  Ideas  of, 
that  altho'  on  it's  Publication  it 
was  found  to  have  very  great 
Beauties,  yet  the  Ardour  of  the 
Lovers  of  Poetry  foon  funk  info 
a  Kind 
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a  Kind  of  cold  Forgetfulnefs 
with  Regard  to  it,  becaufe  it  did 
not  poffefs  more  than  the  narrow- 
Limits  of  the  Defign  itfelf  would 
admit  of,  or  indeed  than  it  was 
in  the  Power  of  human  Genius 
to  execute. — His  poetical  Abili- 
ties, therefore,  lay  for  fome 
Years  dormant,  till  at  length  he 
favoured  the  World  with  two 
dramatic  Pieces,  the  one  of  which 
was  a£ted,  tho'  with  no  very 
great  Succefs,  the  other  not  in- 
tended for  the  Stage,  being  writ- 
ten entirely  on  the  Model  of  the 
Greek  Tragedy. — For  a  more  par- 
ticular Account  of,  and  Obferva- 
tions  on,  them,  fee  under  their 
refpe(3:ive  Titles  in  the  former 
Part  of  this  Work.— Their  Ti- 
tles are, 

BoADiciA.     Trag. 
Medea.   Trag.     Fid.  Vol.  I. 

Appendix. 
GoFF,  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas. — 
This  Gentleman  flouriihed  in  the 
Reign  of  yames  I. — He  was  born 
in  EU'ex,  about  the  Year  159a, 
and  received  hirYirft  Introduction 
to  Learning  at  Wefiminjler  School, 
from  which  Place,  at  the  Age  of 
eighteen,  he  was  removed  to  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford^  and  enter'd 
as  a  Student  of  Chnfi  Church  Col- 
lege.— Here  he  compleated  his 
Studies,  and,  by  the  Dint  of 
Application  and  induftry,  became 
a  very  able  Scholar,  obtained  the 
Chara£ler  of  a  good  Poet,  and, 
being  endowed  with  the  Powers 
of  Oratory,  was,  after  his  taking 
Orders,  greatly  efteemed  as  an 
excellent  Preacher.— He  had  the 
Degree  of  Batchelor  of  Divinity 
conferr'd  on  him  before  he  quitted 
the  Univerfity,  and,  in  the  Year 
1623,  was  preferred  to  the  Liv- 
ing of  Eafi  ClandotJi  in  Surry. — 
Here,  notwithftanding  that  he 
had  long  been  a  profeffed  Enemy 
to  the  Female  Sejc,  jind  even  by 
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fome  eileemed  a  Woman-Hater, 
he  unfortunately  tied  himfelf  to 
a  Wife,  the  Widow  of  his  Pre- 
deceflbr,  who  prov'd  as  great  a 
Plague  to  him  as  it  was  well  pof- 
fible  for  a  Shrew  to  be  j  and  be- 
came a  true  Xantippe  to  our  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Socrates,  who,  being 
naturally  of  a  mild  and  patient 
Difpofition,  which  it  feems  fhe 
gave  him  daily  Opportunities  for 
the  Exercife  of,  was  unable  to 
cope  with  fo  turbulent  a  Spirit, 
back'd  as  /he  was  by  the  Chil- 
dren fhe  had  had  by  her  former 
Hulband. — In  a  Word,  it  was  be- 
lieved by  many,  that  the  Uneafi- 
nefs  he  met  with  in  domeftic 
Life  from  the  provoking  Temper 
of  this  home-bred  Scourge,  fhort- 
ened  the  Period  of  his  Life, 
which  he  refigned  to  him  from 
whom  he  had  received  it,  in 
July  1629,  being  then  only  thir- 
ty-five Years  of  Age,  and  was  bu- 
ried on  the  27th  of  the  fame 
Month ,  at  his  own  Parifh- 
Church. 

Mr.  Goff  wrote  five  dramatic 
Pieces,  which  met  with  confi- 
derable  Applaufe,  but  were  none 
of  them  publiflied  till  after  his 
Death. — Their  Names  are  as  fol- 
low, 

I,  Carelefs  Shepherdefs,  Tragi- 
Com. 

a.  Couragioui  Turk.     Trag. 

3.  Orestes.     Trag. 

4.  Raging  Turk.     Trag. 

5.  Selimus,    Emperor  of  the 

Turks,  Trag. 
Towards  the  latter  Part  of  his 
Life  he  quitted  dramatic  Wri- 
ting, and  applied  himfelf  folely 
to  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Pulpit.— 
Some  of  his  Sermons  appeared 
in  Print  in  1627. 

Philips  and  Winfianley  have  fa= 
ther'd  a  Cqmedy  on  this  Author, 
called, 

Cu'pid'i  Whirligigs 

thaa 
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than    which    nothing    could    be 

more  oppofite  to  his  Genius. 

Befides,  the  true  Author  of  that 
Piece  has  fo  far  declared  himfelf, 
as  to  have  affixed  the  Initial  Let- 
ters E.  S.  to  his  Epiftle  Dedica- 
tory, which  is  moreover  inter- 
larded with  fuch  a  Kind  of  ri- 
diculous unmeaning  Mirth ,  as 
could  never  have  fallen  from  Mr. 
Goff,  who  was  a  Man  of  a  grave, 
fedate  Turn,  and  whofe  Pen  ne- 
ver produced  any  Thing  but  what 
was  perfeftly  ferious,  manly,  and 
becoming  of  his  Charafter  as  a 
Divine. 

TFood,  moreover,  has  attributed 
to  him,  but  indeed  with  a  Qu,asre, 
la  Tragedy,  called. 

The  Baflard. 
which,  however,  Coxeter  has  given 
to  Cofmo  Manuche, 

GotDSMITH,  Francis,  Efq ; — 
This    Gentleman    lived    in    the 

Reign  of  King  Charles  I. He 

was  the  Son  of  Francis  Goldfmithy 
of  St.  Giles's  in  the  Fields^  Efq; — 
He  received  the  earlier  Parts  of 
his  Education  at  Merchant  Tay- 
lor''s  School,  under  Dr.  Nicholas 
Guy,  from  whence  he  was  re- 
moved, in  the .  Beginning  of  the 
Year  1629,  ^*^  ^^^  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  where  he  was  entered  a 
Gentleman-Commoner  at  Pem- 
broke CoWtge,  but  foon  after  tranf- 
lated  to  St.  John's,  where,  hav- 
ing taken  a  Degree  in  Arts,  he 
returned  to  London,  and  for  feve- 
ral  Years  ftudied  the  Common 
Law  in  Gray's-Inn,  but  probably, 
having  an  independent  Fortune, 
and  being  more  clofely  attached 
to  other  Kinds  of  Learning,  he 
indulged  his  Inclination,  and  fa- 
voured the  World  with  a  Tranf- 
lation  from  Hugo  Grotius,  of  a 
Tragedy,  or  facred  Drama,  en- 
titled, 

Sophompaneas.     Trag. 
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In  what  Year  Mr,  Gctdfmith 
was  born,  is  not  recorded  by  ajiy 
of  the  Writers,  yet  I  fhould  fup- 
pofe  it  to  have  been  about  16 10 
or  16 12.  He  died  at  AJhton  in 
Northamptonjh.re,  in  iiept,  1655, 
and  was  buried  there,  leaving  be- 
hind him  one  only  Daughter ' 
named  Catharine,  who  was  after- 
wards married  to  Sir  Henry  Da- 
cres. 

Gome R  SAL,  The  Rev.  Mr, 
Robert. — This  Gentleman,  who 
was  a  Divine,  flouriflied  in  the 
Reign  of  Charles  I.  and  was  bora 
at  London  in  1600,  from  whence, 
at  fourteen  Years  of  Age,  he  was 
fent  by  his  Father  to  Chriji  Chursh 
College,  in  Oxford,  where,  foon 
after  his  being  enter'd,  he  was 
elefted  a  Student  on  the  Royal 
Foundation. — - — At  about  feven 
Years  ftanding,  he  here  took  his 
Degrees  of  Bachelor  and  Mafter 
of  Arts,  and  before  he  left  the 
Univerfity,  which  was  in  1627, 
he  had  the  Degree  of  Batchelor 
of  Divinity  conferr'd  on  him.— 
Being  now  in  Orders,  he  was  pre- 
ferr'd  to  the  Living  of  Flotoer  in 
Northamptonjhire,  where  it  is  pro- 
bable that  he  refided  till  his 
Death,  which  was  in  1646. — He 
was  accounted  a  good  Preacher, 
and  publifhed  fome  Sermons, 
which  were  well  efteem'd. — As  a 
Devotee  to  the  Mufes,  he  pub- 
liihed  feveral  F'oems,  particularly 
one,  called  the  Lenjite's  Re-venge^ 
being  Meditations,  in  Verfe,  on 
the  19th  and  20th  Chapters  of 
Judges,  and  one  Play,  which, 
whether  it  was  ever  performed 
or  not,  I  cannot  pretend  to  af- 
certain.-— It's  Title  is 

LoDowicK    Sforza,    Duke 
0/"  Mi  I,  AN.     Trag. 

GoR  I N  G ,  Charles,  Efq 5  —  Of 
this  Gentleman  I  meet  with  no- 
thing more  than  the  bare  Men- 

C  P  J  tioa 
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tjon  of  his  Name,  and  a  Record 
of  his  having  been  Author  of  one 
dramatic  Piece,  which  was  aiSled 
at  Drury  Lane  Theatie ,  en- 
titled, 

Irene,    ot  the  Fair   Creek. 

Trag. 
Coxeter^  however,  in  his  MS. 
Notes,  tells  us,  thnt  there  was  a 
Charles  Goringy  Efq;  of  Magdalen 
College,  Oxfordy  who  took  his 
Degree  there  as  Matter  of  ^rts, 
Apr.  27.  1687.  and  annexes  a 
Qijs?re,  with  a  Reference  to  our 
Author,  the  Date  of  whofe  Play, 
tip'  tv\'enty  Years  later  than  that 
of  the  conferring  this  Degree,  is 
far  from  totally  difagreeing  with 
the  Probability  of  their  being 
both  the  fame  Perfon. 

Gdugh,  J.  Gent,  or  J.G.-— 
Who  this  Mr.  Gougb  was  I  know 
not,  only  by  the  Date  of  the  un- 
dermentioned Piece  it  is  evident 
he  muft  have  lived  in  the  Reign 

of  Charles  I. However,     this 

Name,  or  the  Initials  annexed, 
ftand  indifcriminately  in  the  Ti- 
tle Page  to  different  Copies  of  the 
only  Edition  of  a  dramatic  Piece, 
entitled. 

The  Strange  Dijco'very.    Tragi- 

Com. 
Gould,  Mr. 1  know  no- 
thing more  of  this  Gentleman 
than  of  the  preceding  Writer, 
yet  cannot  omit  his  Name  in  this 
Place,  as  1  find  it  in  the  Monthly 
•Catalogues  of  Publications  for  the 
Year  1737,  joined  to  that  of  a 
Play,  which  however  was  not 
afted,  entitled. 

Innocence  diftrejfed.  Trag* 
Gould,  Mx.  Robert, —~r,i:h\^ 
Author  was  originally  a  Domeftic 
of  the  Earl  of  Dorfet  and  Middle- 
fex,  but  afterwards,  having  had 
fome  Education  and  Abilities,  fet 
up  a  School  in  the  Country. — He 
wrote  one  dramatic  Piece,  calledj 
The  Rhal  Siprs.     Trag. 
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Granville,  George.  Vid, 
Lansdowne,  Lord. 

Greeer,  Sig.  Giacomo. — Of 
this  Gentleman  I  know  nothing 
mo'C  than  that,  from  his  Name, 
he  appears  to  have  been  a  Fo- 
reigner (but  whether  German  or 
Italian  is  not  very  evident)  and 
that  he  was  Author  of  one  dra- 
matic Piece,   entitled, 

The     Loves     of    Ergasto, 

Dram.  Paft. 
Green,  Mr.  Ahxandcr. — -^ 
This  Gentleman  i?  mentioned  by 
all  the  Writers,  but  with  no  far- 
ther Account  of  him,  than  that 
he  lived  in  the  Reign  of  Cha.  II. 
and  foon  after  the  Reftoration 
prefented  the  World  with  0Q« 
dramatic  Piece,  entitled. 

The  Politician  cheated.  Com. 
but  whether  it  was  ever  adted  or 
not  I  cannot  trace. 

Green,  George  Smith. — This 
Author  is  probably  ftill  living  ; 
he  publifhed  in  1761  a  Tragedy, 
which  was  never  adled,  but  which 
I  find  among  the  Catalogues  of 
that  Year,  entitled, 

Oliver  Cromwell.     Hifl. 

Play. 
Green,  Mr.  Robert. — This 
Author  lived  in  the  Reign  of  Q^ 
Elizabeth y  and  had  a  liberal  Edu- 
cation, having  taken  the  Degree 
of  Mafter  of  Arts  at  the  Univer- 
fity  of  Cambridge^  and  afterwards 
incorporated  in  that  of  Oxford,.— ^ 
He  was  a  Man  of  grfat  Hu- 
mour and  Drollery,  and  by  no 
Means  deficient  in  Point  of  Wit, 
had  he  not  too  often  proftituted 
that  happy  but  dangerous  Talent 
to  the  bafe  Purpofes  of  Vice  and 
Obfcenity.— — In  ihort,  both  in 
Theory  and  Praftice,  he  feems 
to  have  b^gn  a  moft  perfect  Li- 
bertine ;  for,  altho'  he  appears  to 
have  been  blefs'd  with  a  beauti- 
ful, virtuous  and  very  deferviug 
Lady  to  his  Wife,  yet  we  find 
that 
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rilist  he  bafely  abandoned  her  and 
a  Child  which  fhe  had  borne  him 
to  Penury  and  Diftrefs,  laviflbing 
his   Fortune    and     Siibftance    on 
Harlots  and  common  Proftitutes. 
Unable,    however,     to  maintain 
l3ie  Expences  which  the  imlimit- 
edExtravagance  of  thofe  Wretches 
/yecefiarily   drew    him    into,    he 
^as  obliged  to  have  Refource  to 
his  Pen  for  a  Maintenance,   and 
indeed  I  think  he  is  thefirfti'w^- 
lifi)  Poet   we  have  on  Record  as 
writing  for  Bread. — As  he  had  a 
great  Fund  of  that  licentious  Kind 
ofWit,  which  would  moft  ftrong- 
ly  rccommend  his  Works  among 
the   Rakes  and  Wou'd  be-Bucks 
of  that  Age,  his   Writings   fold 
well,  and  afforded  him  a  confi- 
derable  Income. — Till  at  length, 
after  a  Courfe  of  Years  fpent  in 
Diflipation,  Riot  and  Debauche- 
ry,   whereby  his    Faculties,    his 
Fortune    and    Conftitution     had 
been  deftroy'd,  we  find  him  fallen 
into  a  State  of  the  moft  wretched 
Penury,    Difeafe   and    Self  Con- 
demnation.    Nor  can  there  be  a 
ftronger  Pi£ture  of  the  Repent- 
ance and  roiferabie  Condition  of 
a  Being  thus  pinch'd  to  Repent- 
ance by  the  griping  Hand  of  Dif- 
trefs,    than  a  Letter   which,    in 
the  Decline  of  Life,  he  wrote  to 
his    much-wronged    Wife,     and 
which,  tho'  too  long  to  be  here 
jnferted,  rhay  be   feen  in  Theoph. 
Cibber's  Lives  of  the  Poets,  Vol.  I. 
p.  89.   by  which   it  appears  that 
he  found   himfelf  deferted    even 
by   the  very  Companions  of  his 
Riots,  deftitute  of  the  common 
Neceffaries  of  Life,  and  in  Con- 
fequence  of  a  Courfe  of  repeated 
FalflioodSjPerjurif  s  and  Prophane- 
nefs,  became  an  Objeft  of  gene- 
ral Contempt  and  Deteftation. 

His  Letter  is  truly  a'  peniten- 
tial, and  it  is  to  be  hop'd  a  fin- 
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cere  one  ;  yet,  from  the  Titles  of 
fome  of  his  latter  Works,  fuch 
as,  Green'j  Never  too  late,  in 
two  Parts  5  Gr  I e n'j  Fareivel  to 
Folly,  Green' J  Groatfwortb  of 
V/it,  &c.  he  feems  to  have  chofe 
to  aflfume  the  Habit  of  a  Peni- 
tent, as  if  he  was  defirous  of 
bringing  himfelf  back  into  the 
good  Opinion  of  the  World,  by 
an  Acknowledgment  of  thofe 
Faults  which  had  been  too  openly 
committed  for  him  to  deny,  and 
by  the  Appearance  of  an  intend- 
ed Reformation. — TVood,  in  his 
Fafi,  Vol.  L  p.  137.  tells  us, 
that  our  Author  died  in  1592,  of 
a  Surfeit  gotten  by  eating  too 
great  a  Quantity  of  Pickled  Her- 
rings and  drinking  Rhenifh  Wine 
with  them  j  a  Death  which  feems 
in  even  poetical  Juftice,  to  be  the 
proper  Conclufion  for  a  Life  fpent 
as  his  had  been. — At  this  Fealr, 
his  Friend  Thomas  Nafo,  who  had 
very  humouroully  rallied  him  in 
a  Poem  called  the  Apology  of 
Fierce  Penmlefs,  was  likewife  pre- 

f^nt. His  Works  of  different 

Kinds  are  very  numerous,  but  as 
to  his  dramatic  Ones,  there  are 
many  Difficulties  that  ftand  in 
the  Way  of  coming,  with  any 
Degree  of  Certainty,  at  a  Know- 
ledge of  them.~All  the  Writers, 
however  agree  in  his  having  writ-  • 
ten  one  Play,  called, 

The  Hlft'ory  of  Fryar  Bacon  an  J 
Fryar  Bungay. 
as  alfo  that  he  joined  with  Dr. 
Lodge,  in  his  Comedy,  entitled, 
A  Looking-Glafs  for  London  and 
England. 
But  Winfanley^  befides  thefe,  has 
attributed  one  entire  Play  to  him, 
called. 

Fair  Emm. 
which  however  is  printed  anony- 
mous-;    and  afferts  that    he  was 
concerned  v.'ith  Dr.  Lodge  in  the 
[Pi]  Com.v  . 
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Compofition  of  four  other  dra- 
matic Pieces,  called, 

Lady  Alimony.      Com. 

Laws  of  Nature.     Com. 

Liberality  and  Prodigality,     C. 

Luniirialia.     Mafque. 
But  for  my  Opinion  in  Regard  to 
thefe,  fee  farther  in  my  Account 
of  Dr.  Lodge, 

■  IVood  aiTo  mentions  another 
Comedy,  faid  in  the  Title  to  have 
been  wiitten  by  R.  Green,  and 
which,  from  its  Date,  is  proba- 
ble to  ha\e  been  this  Author. — 
It  is  entitled, 

Flanetomachia, 
The  fame  Author  alfo  tells  us, 
that  Mr.  Greer,  having  written 
againft,  or  at  leaft  refledlcd  upon, 
Gabriel  Harvey,  in  feveral  of  his 
Writings,  ffjayvcy,  not  being  able 
to  bear  his  Abufes,  did  inhu- 
manly tvnmpls  upon  him  when 
he  lay  full  low  in  his  Grave,  even 
as  AiliUci  iortured  the  dead  Body 

Cf  FnFtir. 

Creville,  ^\x  Fulke,  Vid. 
Brooke,  Lord. 

Griffin,  Mr.  Benjamin,—^ 
This  Gentleman  was  an  Ador  as 
well  as  an  Author. — He  was  the 
Son  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Benja- 
min Griffin,  Recflor  of  Buxton  and 
Oxnead,  in  the  County  of  Norfolk, 
and  Chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Tar- 
ntoutb. — At  the  laft -mentioned  of 
thefe  two  Places  Mr.  Gi^ffin  was 
born  in  1689,  and  received  his 
Education  at  the  Free-School  of 
North  Walfoam  in  the  faid  County, 
founded  by   the  noble   Family  of 

the  Pajicns. Kis    Inclination 

leading  him  to  the  Stage  prefer- 
ably to  any  other  Profeffion,  he 
entered  young  into  the  Company 
of  Comedians  belonging  to  the 
City  of  Norwich  and  the  Towns 
around  it,  from  thence  going  in- 
to feveral  Country  Companies, 
where  he  acquired  confiderable 
Improvement,    till  in  the  Year 
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J  714,  he  made  one  at  the  Ope- 
ning of  the  New  Theatre  in  !,/«- 
coin'' s-Inn-Fields.'^Hzrc  he  gained 
great  Applaufe,  and  eftablifiied  a 
Character  to  himfelf  in  the  Caft 
of  Parts  w^hich  he  commonly 
performed  ;  which  were  always  in 
low  Comedy,  and  moftly  in  the 
tefty  old  Men. — In  fliort,  he  in 
a  few  Years  became  of  fo  much 
Confequence,  that  the  Managers 
of  Drury  Lane,  notwithftanding 
they  had  already  Norris.  and  "^ohit- 
Jon,  who  were  ftill  more  excellent 
in  the  fame  Way  of  Playing,  and 
therefore  could  make  but  little 
Ufe  of  Mr.  Griffin  at  their  own 
Houfe,  found  it,  neverthelefs, 
worth  their  while  to  buy  off  his 
Weight  againft  them  in  the  Ri- 
val Theatre,  by  engaging  him  at 
a  krger  Salary  than  he  had  hi- 
therto had  the;  e;  andj  indeed,  fo 
intrinfically  great  was  our  Au- 
thor's Merit,  that  tho',  in  Con- 
fequence of  the  Circi^n-.ftance  a- 
bove  -  mentioned,  he  made  his 
Appearance  but  feldom  ,  yet , 
whenever  he  did,  it  was  con- 
ftantly  with  Applaufe,  nor  did 
the  Excellence  of  the  above-men- 
tion'd  A^<5tors  by  any  Means 
echpfe  his,  or  feem  to  abate  the 
favourable  Opinion  the  Public 
had  conceived  of  him,  even  when 
they  at  any  Time  appear'd  on  the 
Stage  together  with  him. 

Mr.  Chettvood,  in  his  Britifi 
Theatre,  fays,  that  Mr.  Griffin  re- 
moved to  Drury  Lam  Theatre  in 
1720  J  but  this  I  think  muft  be 
a  Miflake,  as  we  find  his  Co- 
medy of  J-Vh'ig  and  Tory  brought 
on  that  Stage  in  1721,  which* 
would  hardly  have  been  the  Cafe, 
had  the  Author  fo  lately  quitted 
that  Theatre,  and  joined  in  an 
Oppofition  at  that  Time  of  fo 
much  Confequence  againft  them. 

This  Author  died  in  1739,  ^^~ 

ing  the  5cth  Year  of  his  Age, 

and 
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nnd  left  behind  him  five  (Jramatic 
pieces,  wliofe  Titles  are  as  foU 

lows,    'VlXi. 

1.  Humours  of  Purgatory.   Far. 

2.  Ifijur''d  P'lrtue.     Trag, 

3.  I.o've  in  a  Sack.     Farce, 

4.  Mafquerade,     Farce. 

^.  Whig  and  Tory.     Com. 

Grimaldi,  Sign.  NicoUni. 
—Of  this  Author  I  know  no- 
thing more  than  that  he  was  an 
Italian,  and  probably  one  of  the 
Dire(Slors  of  the  King's  Theatre 
in  the  IJayniarket,  for  which  he 
compofed  two  Italian  Operas,  en- 
titled, 

1,  Hamlet. 

2.  HVDASPES. 

Grimston,  James,  LordVif- 
count. — 1  his  Nobleman,  whofe 
Title  ftands  in  the  Lift  of  the 
Irijh  Peerage,  was  Father  to  the 
prefent  Lord  Grimjion. — He  was 
born  about  1692,  and  in  j^ril 
1719,  was  created  Baron  oi Dun- 
hoyne,  in  the  County  of  Meath  in 
Ireland,  and  Vifcount  Grimjion. 
—At  the  Age  of  thirteen  Years, 
•while  at  School,  he  wrote  a  Play, 
•which  was  never  aiSted,  but 
printed  in  the  Year  J705,  en- 
titled. 

The  Laivyer''s  Fortune.  Com. 
It  is  true,  this  Piece,  h  far  from 
having  any  dramatic  Merit  in  it, 
is  full  of  the  groffeft  Abfurdities ; 
but  when  the  Infantile  Years  of 
its  Author  come  to  be  confider'd, 
and  that  it  might  probably  be 
owing  to  the  Partiality  of  i  arents 
in  the  Gratification  of  a  childifh 
Vanity,  that  it  was  ever  publifh 
ed  : — If  it  is  moreover  known, 
that  wheji,  at  a  maturer  Time  of 
Life,  the  Author  himfelf,  on  a 
Review  of  it,  became  fenfible  of 
its  Faults,  he  took  the  utmoft 
Pains  to  call  in  the  Impreffion, 
and  prevent,  if  poffible,  ib  indif- 
ferent a  Performance  to  ftand 
forth  in  Evidence  againft  even  his 
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Boyl/fi  Abilities,  /ureTy  a  firft 
Fault,  fo  amply  repented,  might 
eafily  be  forgiven,  and  the  Afpe- 
rity  with  which  the  Author  has 
been  treated  on  the  Account  of 
it  might  well  have  been  fpar'd. 

And  indeed,  the  Public  is 
fcarcely  to  be  blamed  for  the  ill 
Ufage  he  has  received,  as  they 
would  probably  have  fuffcr'd  this 
Piece  to  have  died  in  Obfcurity, 
with  many  others  of  equal  Me- 
rit, had  it  not  been  for  the  Ma- 
levolence of  the  late  D — ch — fs 
of  M — lb — gh  ,  who  ,  in  the 
Courfe  oi  an  Oppofition  which  fhe 
thought  proper  to  make  to  this 
worthy  Peer,  in  an  Eleftion  for 
Members  of  Parliament,  where 
his  Lordfliip  was  a  Candidate, 
caufed  a  large  ImpreiTion  of  this 
Play  to  be  printed  off,  at  hec 
own  fole  Charge,  and  to  be  dif- 
perfed  among  the  Eleftors,  with 
a  Frontifpiece,  conveying  a  moffc 
indecent  and  unmannerly  Reflec- 
tion on  his  Lordfhip's  Under- 
ftanding,  under  the  allegorical" 
Figure  of  an  Elephant  dancing  011 
the  Ropes. 

Lord  Grimjion,  however,  car* 
ried  his  Eledion,  in  Spite  cf  all 
thofe  unfair  Proceedings  to  pre- 
vent it,  and  by  his  Behaviour 
while  he  continued  in  Parlia- 
ment j:'  his  Conduft  in  a  rational 
and  happy  Retirement  after  hia 
quitting  Public  Affairs,  and  his" 
p  udent  Oeconomy  thro'  Life  in 
the  Management  of  an  Eftate, 
which,  tho'  a  large  one,  was,  at 
the  Time  it  defcended  to  him, 
loaded  v/ith  the  Incumbrance  of 
numerous  Fortiines  and  heavy 
Jointures  faddled  on  it,  gave  am^ 
pie  Proof  of  the  Injuftice  of  the 
Infi nuations,fo artfully  thro v/n  out 
againrt^  him,  and  iupported  folely 
on  this  one  trivial  Error  of  his 
Childhood;  and,  ii  13  but  juftice 
to  a  valuable  Charader,  thus  at- 
[  P   3  J  tempted 
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tempted  to  be  injor'd,  to  conclude 
our  Account  of  him  with  the 
amiable  Portrait  drawn  of  him 
by  the  Author  of  the  Lives  an- 
nexed to  Whincop's  Scanderbeg. — 
•'  This  Nobleman,"  fays  that 
Writer,  "  is  a  good  Hufband  to 
*'  one  of  the  befl:  of  Wives  j  an 
"  indulgent  Father  to  a  hopeful 
"  and  numerous  Offspring ;  a 
**  kind  Mafter  to  his  Servants,  a 
"  generous  Friend,  and  an  affa- 
*'  ble  and  hofpitable  Neighbour." 
I  cannot  dire£tly  afcertain  in 
what  Year  this  Nobleman  died, 
but  find  his  Succeflbr  to  have 
keen  Member  in  the  lait  Parlia- 
ment for  the  ancient  Town  of 
St.  A\ban\. 
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HA B I N  e  T ON,  William,  E fq ; 
—This  Gentleman,  who 
flourijlied  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Cbarles  I.  was  born  on  the  4th  of 
Nov.  1605,  at  Eandlip  in  Wor- 
(tjicrjhire, — Being  of  a  Roman  Ca-- 
tholic  Family,  he  was  fent  to  re- 
ceive the  early  Farts  of  his  Edu- 
cation at  Paris  and  St.  On: err , 
where  he  was  very  earneftly  en- 
treated to  take  on  him  the  Habit 
of  a  Jefuit. — But  an  eccJefiaffical 
Life  being  by  no  Means  agreeable 
tc  his  Difpofition,  he  refiiled  all 
their  Solicitations  and  returned 
to  F.ngland,  where,  by  his  own 
Appl-cation  and  the  Inftru(fl:ion 
©f  his  Father  Thomas  Uabihgtoriy 
Efq;  he  made  great  Proficiency 
in  the  Study  cf  Hiftory  and  other 
ufefiil  Branches  of  Literatme, 
and  became,  according  to  the 
Account  given  of  him  by  Wood 
in  his  Athcn.  Oxon.  a  very  accora- 
fiiflied  Gentlejnauj 
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His  principal  Bent  was  to  WiC- 
tory,  as  is  apparent  from  his 
Writings,  among  which  are  fome 
Obfer-vatiom  on  Hijlory,  in  i  Vol. 
8vo.  and  a  Hiftory  of  Ediv.  IV, 
written  and  publiflied  at  the  De- 
fire  of  King  Charles  I. — Yet„  for 
the  Amufement  of  fome  leifure 
Hours,  he  wrote  a  Pky,  called, 
^ff«  o/*  Arragok,  Tragi- 
Com. 
which  he  appears  himfelf  to  have 
had  a  very  diffident  Opinion  of  j 
but  having  (hewed  it  to  Philip 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  that  Nobleman 
was  fo  much  pleafed  o.ith  it, 
that  he  caufed  it  to  be  a£led  at 
Court,  and  afterwards  to  be  pub- 
lifh.ed,  tho'  contrary  to  the  Au/- 
thor's  Inclination. Wood  ac- 
quaints us,  that,  during  the  Ci- 
vil War,  Mr.  Habivgton  (.prob-x- 
bly  for  the  Sake  of  preferving  to 
himfelf  that  Calm,  which  is  ever 
moft  agreeable  to  a  ftudious  and 
fedentary  Difpofition)  temporized 
with  thofe  in  Power,  and  was 
not  unknown  to  Oliver  CromiveU. 
Yet,  it  is  probable,  this  tempo- 
rizing was  no  more  than  a.  mere 
Non-RefiRance,  js  we  have  no- 
Account- of  his  having  been  raifed. 
to  any  Kind  of  Preferment  dur- 
ing the  Protector's  Government, 
— He  died  November  3c,  1654,. 
being  juft  entered  into  his  50th 
Year.. 

Haine?,  Mr.  Jofeph.  (com- 
monly called  Count 'Haines). 
— This^  Gentleman  was  a  vejy  e- 
minent  low  Comedian  and  a  Perfoa 
of  great  Facetioufnefs  of  Temper* 
and  Readinefs  of  Wit.  —  V/hen, 
or  where,  or  of  what  Parents  he 
was  born,  are  Particulars  which, 
the  Hifi:orians  of  his  Life  are  to- 
tally filent  about, — It  is  certain, 
however,  that  the  earlier  Part?, 
of  his  Education  were  commu- 
nicated to  hin\  at  the  School  0^ 
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St,  Martin's  in  the  Fields,  where 
he  made  fo  rapid  a  Progrefs  as  to 
become  the  Admiration  of  all 
who  knew  him. 

From  this  Place  he  was  fent 
by  the  voluntary  Subfcription  of 
a  Number  of  Gentlemen,  to 
whofe  Notice  his  Quicknefs  of 
Parts  had  flrongly  recomir ended 
him,  to  S^uens  College,  Oxford, 
where  his  Learning  and  great 
Fund  of  Humour  gain'd  him  the 
Efteem  and  Regard  of  Sir  Jojeph 
Williamson,  who  was  afterwards 
Secretary  of  State,  and  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  concluding 

the  Peace  of  Ryjtvick. When 

Sir  yofeph  was  appointed  to  the 
firft  of  thofe  high  Offices,  he 
took  our  Author  as  his  Latin  Se- 
cretary.  But  Taciturnity  not 

being  one  of  thofe  Qualities  which 
Haines  was  eminent  for,  Sir  yo- 
Jtph  found  that,  thro'  his  Means, 
Affairs  of  great  Importance  fre- 
quently tranfpir'd  even  before 
they  came  to  the  Knowledge  of 
thofe  who  were  more  immediate  • 
ly  concerned  in  them. — He  was, 
therefore,  obliged  to  remove  him 
from  an  Employment  for  which 
he  feem'd  fo  ill  calculated,  but 
recommended  him,  hovv'ever,  to 
one  of  the  Heads  of  the  Univer- 
lity  of  Cambridge,  where  he  was 
very  kindly  received  j  but  a  Com- 
pany of  Comedians  coming  to  per- 
form at  Stourbridge  Fair,  Mr. 
Haines  took  fo  fudden  an  Inclina- 
tion for  their  Employment  and 
Way  of  living,  that  he  threw 
av^ay  his  Cap  and  Band,  and  im- 
mediately joined  their  Company. 

It  was  not  Jong,  however,  be- 
fore the  Reputation  of  his  thea- 
trical Abilities  procured  him  an 
Invitation  to  the  Theatre  Royal 
in  Drtiry  Lane,  where  his  inimit- 
able Performance  on  the  Public 
Stage,  together  with  his  Vivacity 
a»d.  Pljeafantry  in  private  Conver- 
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fation,  introduced  him  hot  only 
to  the  Acquaintance,  but  even 
the  Familiarity  of  Peribns  of  the 
moft  exalted  Abilities,  and  of  the 
firft  Rank  in  the  Kingdom.— 
Infomuch,  that  a  certain  noble 
Duke,  being  appointed  Ambaf- 
fador  to  the  innch  Court,  thought 
it  no  Difgrace  to  take  Joe  Haines 
with  him  as  a  Companion,  who 
being,  bendes  his  Knowledge  of 
the  dead  Languages,  as  perfect 
Mailer  of  the  Frencis  and  Italian, 
as  if  he  had  been  a  Native  of  the 
refpedlive  Capitals  of  Paris  and 
P.on.e,  was  greatly  careflTed  by 
many  of  the  Fre!7ch  Nobility. 

In  his  Return  from  France, 
where  he  had  aflumed  the  Title 
of  Count,  he  again  apphed  him- 
felf  to  the  Stage,  on  which  he 
continued  till  1701,  on  the  4th 
oi  j^bril  in  which  Year  he  died 
of  a  Fever,  after  a  very  iliort  111- 
nefs,  at  his  Lodgings  in  Hart^ 
Street,  Long-Acre,  and  was  bu- 
ried in  the  Church-Yard  of  St, 
Pauls,  CovTnt-Carden. 

There  is  one  dramatic  Piece, 
faid  to  be  his,  entitled. 

The  Fatal  Mifiake.  Com. 
But  the  Compofition  of  it  is  (o 
very  miferable,  and  fo  devoid  of 
any  Marks  of  that  Humour  and 
Spiightlinefs  which  ran  thro' his 
whole  Converfation,  that  fome  of 
the  Vv^riters  feem  inclinable  to 
acquit  him  of  being  the  Author 
of  it, — Yet  i  know  not  whether 
that  is  quite  a  fufficient  Reafoa 
for To  doing,  as  it  is  by  noMtans 
uncommon  to  find,  among  Mea 
of  profeficd  Drollery,  that  the 
Manner  is  much  more  than  the 
Matter  J  and  the  Table,  as  Shahtf-^ 
peare  has  it,  is  often  fet  in  a 
Roar,  by  Jokes,  which,  if  repeated, 
without  the  immediate  Humour 
of  the  Speaker,  to  accompany 
them,  would  fcarcely  excite  a 
Smile,  unJefs  of  Contempt.— — 
And. 
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And  It  Is  remarkable  of  the  very 
Per(on  we  are  now  treating  of, 
that  fome  of  his  Prologues  and 
Epilogues,  which  ufed  to  force 
Thunder  Claps  of  Applaufe  from 
the  Audience  when  fpoken  by 
himfelf,  and  according  to  his  own 
Conceptions  in  the  v/riting  of 
them,  appear  but  fiat  and  infipid 
when  we  come  to  read  them  in 
the  Clofet. — I  do  not  mean  this, 
however,  in  any  Degree  to  de- 
preciate Mr.  Haines's  Merit. — 
That  he  polTeiTed  a  great  Share 
of  genuine  Wit,  I  do  not  in  the 
leaft  queftion  5  and  altho'  every 
Jeft  Book  will  furnifii  Numbers 
of  droll  Turns  of  Humour,  which 
are  faid  to  have  come  from  him, 
J  think  I  cannot  better  dole  this 
Account  of  him,  than  by  the  Re- 
petition of  one  undoubtedly  au- 
thentic Bon  Mot  of  his,  handed 
down  to  us  by  his  Cotemporary 
Colley  Gibber,  who,  in  his  Apo- 
Jogy,  relates  this  Story. — "  yoe 
**  Haines,''''  fays  he,  ."  being  afk- 
*<  ed  what  could  tranfport  Collier 
"  into  fo  blind  a  Zeal  for  the  ge- 
*'  neral  Suppreflion  of  the  Stage, 
**  when  only  fome  particular  Au- 
«  thors  had  abufed  it,  whereas 
'*  the  Stage,  he  could  not  but 
*'  know,  was  generally  allowed, 
**  when  rightly  conduced,  to  be 
^•'  a  delightful  Method  of  mend- 
«*  ing  our  Morals  ?" — *'  For  that 
<*  -very  Reafcn,^''  replied  Haines  : 
«<  Collier  is  hy  ProfeJJion  a  Moral- 
*<  Mender  bimfetf,  avd  tivo  of  a 
**  Trade,  you  knoiv,  can  ne'ver 
**  agree,''* 

Hamilton,  Mr.  Neiuburgh. 
.—This  Gentleman  lived  in  the 
Family  of  Duke  Hamilton,  and 
•was  probably  related  to  his  Grace. 
He  wrote  two  dramatic  Pieces, 
entitl  d, 

I.  DoaiingLoters.     Com. 

a,  Petticoat  Pkttero    Farce, 
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rCeither  of  thefe  Pieces  met  with 

Succels The    firft  of  them, 

however,  was  I'upported  through' 
three  Performances,  for  the  Sake 
of  the  Author's  Benefit,  whofe 
Intereft  was  fo  ftrong,  and  his 
Acquaintance  fo  extenfive,  that 
he  was  enabled  to  lay  the  Pit  and 
Boxes  together,  at  the  advanced 
Price  of  fix  Shillings  for  each 
Ticket. 

Hammond,  'Pf'ilUam.  —  This 
Writer  is  mentioned  no  where 
but  in  the  Britijh  Theatre,  wher« 
he  is  faid  to  have  been  a  young 
Genteman  in  the  Army,  and  to 
have  written  a  dramatic  Piece  of 
one  AQt,  entitled. 

Preceptor.     Ball.  Of  era. 

Har  D H  A  M,  Mr.  John. — This 
Author  is  yet  living,  and  ex- 
tremely well  known  among  Per- 
fons  of  Genius  and  Tafie. — He 
was  born  at  Ctichepr,  and  bred 
in  the  Lapidary  cfDi«c-.ond -cut- 
ting Bufinefs  5  but  quitting  that, 
and  entering  into  the  Snuff  Trade,, 
became,  and  ftill  continues  to  be, 
very  eminent  in  that  Bufinefs,  be- 
ing, perhaps,  polTelTedof  the  largeft 
Shop  and  the  moft  extenfjve  Trade 
of  that  Kind  in  or  about  this 
Metropolis,  viz,,  the  Black  Lion^. 
near  the  Fleet-Market,  in  Fleet- 
Street. — Beiides  this,  he  has  for 
fome  Years  been  principal  Num- 
berer  to  the  Theatre  Royal  in. 
Drury  Lane. — What  Mr.  Hard- 
ham'' 5  Advantages  fiom  Education 
may  have  been,  I  never  could 
learn,  but,  by  the  Dint  of  ftrong 
natural  Parts,  he  has  render'd 
himfelf  agreeable  to  Numbers  of 
the  moft  confiderablc  Wits  and 
Critics  of  the  Age  and  ha?  even, 
himfelf  made  one  Attempt  m  the- 
dramatic  Way,  which,  altho',  I. 
believe,  it  was  not  even  intended 
for  the  Stage,  is  in  Print,  and 
is  far  from  being  devoid  of  Ge- 
nius 
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rIus  or  poetical  Imagination.— It 
is  entitled. 

The  Fortune-Tellers.     Com. 

Harris,  Mr.  Jofeph. — This 
Perfon  was  a  Comedian,  but  of 
no  great  Reputation  in  his  Pro- 
feffion. — Yet,  as  Jaccb  informs 
us,  by  the  Afliftance  of  his 
Friends,  he  aimed  at  being  an 
Author,  and  produced  the  four 
following  dramatic  Pieces,  all  of 
which  feems  to  have  mifrarried 
in  the  Reprefentation,  viz, 

1.  The  City  Bride.     Com. 

2.  Love's  a  Lottery,  and  a  Wo^ 

man  the  Prize.     Com. 

3.  Lo've  and  Riches  reconcikA. 

Mafque. 

4.  The  Mtfiakes.     Com. 
Harrison,     Mr.   William, — 

This  Author  was  a  Man  of  mean 
Employment,  being  by  Trade  no 

other  than  a  Patten  Maker, 

Yet  he  was  efteemed  to  be  Maf- 
tg-  of  excellent  natural  Parts. — 
He  wrote  one  Play,  which,  the' 
it  was  never  afted,  probably  from 
Want  of  Interefl-,  is  far  from  be- 
ing devoid  of  Merit  5  it  is  en- 
titled. 

The  Pilgrims.     Paft.  Trag. 

Hatchet,    Mr. Of  this 

Gentleman  I  know  nothing  more 
than  his  having  been  concerned, 
in  Conjunftion  with  Mrs.  Eliza 
Heywood,  in  the  converting  Mr. 
Fielding^  Tragedy  of  Tom  Thumb, 
into  a  Ballad  Opera,  which  was 
iet  to  Mufick,  aiid  performed  un- 
der the  Title  of 

The  Opera  of  Operas, 
and  having  brought  one  Play  on 
the  Stage,  entitled, 

The  ^Rival  Father.     Trag. 

Havard,'  Mr.  PFilllam. 

This  Gentleman  is  ftill  living, 
and  at  prefent  an  Aflor  belong- 
ing to  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Drury 
Lane. — He  is  the  Son  of  a  Vint- 
ner in  Dublin,  and  ferved  his 
Time  as  Apprentice  to  a  Surgeon  j 
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I'ut,  having  an  early  Inclinatics 
for  the  Stage,  he  quitted  the  Pro- 
fe:Tion  he  was  intended  for,  and 
engaged  himfelf  firft  at  the  The- 
atre in  Gosdman  s-Fields,  from 
whence  he  removed  to  the  The- 
atres Royal,  in  both  which  he  at 
different  Times  has  been  receiv- 
ed.  ^As  an  A<ftor  he  ftands  in 

very  good  Eftimation  with  the 
Public— His  Perfon  is  comely 
and  genteel,  his  Voice  clear  and 
articulate,  and  his  critical  Judg- 
ment, and  perfedl  Undv°rllanding 
of  the  Meaning  of  his  Author, 
fhine  forth  confpicuoufly  in  every 
Part  he  performs, — He  does  not 
v/ant  Feeling,  but,  from  a  De- 
gree of  Monotomy,  which  feems 
natural  to  his  Voice,  he  fome- 
times  falls  Oiort  with  Refpeft  to 
empaffioned  Execution. — He  is, 
however,  always  decent,  fenfible 
and  perfii£l,  and  has  acquir'd  an 
Eafe  in  his  Manner  and  Deport- 
ment, which  it  is  uncommon  to 
meet  with,  and  which  renders  him, 
if  not  a  capital,  at  leaft  a  very  ufe- 
ful  Performer ;  and  if,  on  any 
O-cafion,  Neceflity  or  Accident 
throws  him  into  Parts  which 
may  appear  above  the  Rank  of 
Charafters  in  v/hich  he  ufually 
appears,  heconftantly  makes  Way 
thro'  them  with  lefs  Difguft  than 
fome  Performers  would  do,  who, 
v/ith  greater  particular  Beauties, 
intermingle  an  equal  Number  of 
glaring  deformities. 

As  an  Author,  Mr.  Ha'vafd 
ftands  nearly  in  the  fame  Predi- 
cament that  he  does  as  an  Adlor, 
for,  the'  much  inferior  to  our 
firft  Rate  Dramatifts,  he  is  at 
the  fame  Time  as  greatly  fupe- 
rior  to  many,  whofe  Pieces  have 
even  met  with  Succefs.' — Good- 
Senfe,  Corre(£l'nefs  and  SennbiHty 
run  thro'  his  Writings,  and  tho' 
he  does  not  aftonidi  us  with  the 
fublime  Fiaihes  of  a  Sbakejpsare^ 
or" 
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•r  touch  our  Hearts  with  the 
tender  Senfations  of  an  Ofway^ 
yet  he  neither  ftarts  out  into  the 
puerile  Bom  baft  of  a  Banks,  nor 
iinks  into  the  infenfibie  profaical 
Coldnefs  ofaTrapp. — In  a  Word, 
the  fenfible  LefTon  of  the  medio 
tutijjhnus  ibis,  .  feems  to  be  the 
Rule  of  Mr.  Hazard's  Condua: 
both  on  the  Stage  and  in  the 
Study,  and,  indeed,  he  feems  to 
have  fufficiently  availed  himfelf 
of  an  Adherence  to  .he  Maxim  ; 
the  filent  Attention  conftantly 
paid  to  his  Performance  in  the 
Theatre  avouching  the  Truth  of 
it  on  the  one  Hand,  and  the 
Succefs  his  dramatic  Pieces,  ef- 
pecially  one  of  them,  met  with 
on  their  Reprefentation,  evincing 
it  on  tne  other. — The  Names  of 
his  Plays,  which  are  three  in 
Number,  are  as  follow, 

I.  AT//?^ Charles  I.     Trag. 

a.  Regulus.     Trag, 

3,  ScANDERBEG.  Trag. 
Mr.  Ha-vard  is,  moreover,  in  his 
private  Charafter,  extremely  a- 
miable,  being  polite,  humane 
and  friendly. — In  a  Word,  he  is 
generally  efteemed  and  beloved 
by  all  who  know  him,  and  when- 
ever he  fhall  be  obliged  to  quit 
the  great  Stage  of  Life,  Society 
will  lofe  a  valuable  Member,  and 
the  Theatre  a  ferviceable  and  or- 
namental Pillar. 

Hausted,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pe^ 
ter. — This  Gentleman  was  born 
at  Oundle  in  Northamptonpire,  to- 
wards the  Beginning  of  the  Reign 
of  King  James  the  firft. — He  re- 
ceived his  Education  in  ^eens 
College,  Cambridge,  where,  after 
pafling  thro'  the  proper  Exercifes, 
he  took  his  Degree  as  Maftei  of 
Arts,  and,  after  quitting  the  U- 
niverfity,  entering  into  holy  Or- 
ders, he  became,  firft,  Curate  of 
Uppingham  in  Ri(tlandfl:)ire,  and 
ozjie  Time  afterwards  Re^or  of 
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Badham  \n  Eertfordjhire.-— — Is 
1 641,  he  had  a  Degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Divinity  conferr'd  on  him. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  Wars,  he  was  made  Chap- 
lain to  Spencer,  Earl  of  North" 
artipton,  to  whom  he  adher'd  in 
all  his  Engagements  for  the  Roy- 
al Intereft,  and  was  with  him  in 
the  Caftle  of  Banbury  in  Oxford- 
{hire  at  the  very  Time  it  nsad? 
fo  vigorous  a  Defence  againft  the 

Parliament's  Forces.- In  that 

Caftle  Wood,  in  his  Fajii,  informs 
us,  that  Mr.  Haujied  conchided 
his  laft  Moments  in  the  Year 
1645,  and  was  buried  wirhin  the 
Precinfts  of  it,  or  elfe  in  the 
Church  belonging  to  Banbury. 

Both  Langbaine  and  Wood  give 
this  Author  the  Character  of  a 
very  ingenious  Man  and  a  good 
Poet ;  all  the  Teftimonials  \ve 
have  extant  of  the  latter  Charac- 
ter, are  a  fmall  Poem,  called  a 
heElure  to  the  People,  and  one 
dramatic  Piece,  which  it  is  pretty 
apparent,  from  the  very  Title" 
Page  the  Author  has  prefixed  to 
it,  met  with  but  indifferent  Suc- 
cefs.— It  is  entitled. 

The  Rival  Friends.     Com. 

Hawkins,  Mr.  William.-^ 
This  Gentleman  is  now  Kving, 
and  is  a  Fellow  of  Pembroke  Col- 
lege, Oxford, — —He  has  obliged 
the  Public  with  but  two  drama- 
tic Pieces,  the  firft  only  an  Al- 
teration of  a  Tragedy  of  the  im- 
mortal Shakefpeare  j  in  which  in- 
deed it  were  to  be  wiflied  that  he 
had  either  fix'd  on  the  Story  on- 
ly, and  made  the  Conduft  and 
Language  of  it  entirely  his  own, 
er  elfe  that  he  had  taken  fome- 
what  lefs  Liberty  with  his  Ori- 
ginal, fince,  as  it  now  ftsnds, 
there  cppears  too  great  a  Difllmi- 
larity  between  the  different  Parts 
of  it,  to  render  it  perfeftly  plea- 
fvng,  either  as  the  Work  of 
Shakefpeare 
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Shakcfpeare  or  of  Mr.  Ha'wkins.--^ 
The  Play,  thus  alter'd,  is 

Cymbeli-ne.     T. 
The  other    Piece,     which    may 
more  properly  be  called  his  own, 
is  far  from  wanting  Merit,  and 
is  entitled, 

Henry  and  Rosamond. 
Trag. 

Hawks,  Mr.— Of  this  Gen- 
tleman I  find  no  farther  Mention 
made  than  bareley  his  Name,  and 
that  he  was  the  Author  of  an  un- 
fiiccefsful  Piece,  called. 

The  Country  Wedding.  Tragi- 
Comi  -  Paftoral  -  Farcical- 
Opera. 

Hawksworth,  j'o^ff,  L.L.D. 
•—This  Gentleman  is  ftill  living, 
and  has  been  more  remarkable 
for  his  EfTays  in  a  periodical  Pa- 
per, entitled  the  Adventurer, 
whofe  Merit  certainly  ftHJids 
ftrongly  in  Conipetition  even  with 
the  celebrated  SpeBators  and  Ram- 
blers, than  for  his  dramatic  Pieces. 
However,  what  little  he  has  done 
in  the  dramatic  Way,  is  far  from 
wanting  Merit,  and  may  be  (atn. 
in  the  following  Lift. 

I.  Edgar  and  Emm  el  ink. 
Fairy  Tale. 

s.  Oroonoko.  T,  (alter'd 
from  Sou  theme.) 

3.  ZiMRi.  Oratorio. 
Befides  thefe,  he  has,  not  long 
lince,  favoured  the  World  with  a 
very  ingenious  Romance  in  the 
Eaftern  Manner,  entitled  ^/mo- 
ran  and  Hawety  which,  however, 
€xclufive  of  it's  being  foreign  to 
our  prefent  Purpofe,  is  too  recent 
in  every  one's  Acquaintance  to 
need  any  farther  Mention  here. 

-Haym,  Mr.  Nicholas. — What 
Country  this  Gentleman  was  of 
J  know  not,  nor  whether  he  was 
himfelf  the  Author  of  the  Pieces 
to  which  his  Name  is  prefixed  : 

II  am  apt  to  beheve,  however,  that 
lie  was  a  Ga-man,  arid  preceded 
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Mr.  Heidegger  in  the  Management 
of  the  Opera  Houfe  in  the  Hay- 
mark&ty  and  that  therefore  in  that 
Light  only  he  has  figned  his 
Name  to  the  Dedication  of  the 
following  dramatic  Pieces  per- 
formed at  that  Theatre,  the  Au- 
thors of  which  were  probably  ob- 
fcure  Hirelings,  employed  by  this 
Gentleman  to  write,  or  rather 
put  together,  a  Set  of  Words,  the 
only  Merit  requir'd  in  which  was 
an  Aptnefs  to  go  well  by  Way  of 
Accompanyment  to,  or  Vehicle 
for,  thoic  Italian  Air&  and  Voices, 
which  were  to  charm  away  the 
Senfes  and  drain  the  Pockets  of 
all  the  Perfons  of  either  real  or 
pretended  Tafte  in  this  poor  in- 
fatuated Nation. — The  Titles  of 
the  Pieces,  which  I  thus  find  with 
his  Name  to  them  as  Dedicator, 
are  the  fix  following. 

1.  Astyanax.     Ital.  Op. 

2.  Flavius,    King  of  Lom- 

bard y.     Ital.  Op. 

3.  Ptolemy,     King   of    E- 

GYPT.      Ital.  Op. 

4.  RoDELiNDA.       S^een    of 

Lombardy.     Ital.  Op. 

5.  Tamerlane.      Ital.  Op, 

6.  Vespasian.     Ital.  Op. 
Head,  Mr.  Richard. This 

Author  v/as  the  Son  of  a  Minif- 
ter  in  Ireland,  who,  being  mur- 
der'd,  among  many  Thoufands 
more,  in  the  dreadful  Maflfacre  In 
that  Kingdom  in  1641,  Mrs. 
Head,  with  this  Son,  then  but 
young,  came  over  to  England^ 
where,  having  been  train'd  up  in 
Learning,  he  was  fent,  thro'  the 
Friend/hip  of  fome  Perfons  who 
had  had  a  Regard  for  his  Father, 
toOxford,  and  compleated  his  Stu-  _ 
dies  in  the  very  fame  College  that 
his  Father  had  formerly  belonged 
to. — HisCircumftances,  however, 
being  mean,  he  was  taken  away 
from  the  Univerfity  hefore  he  had 
got  any  Degree,  and  was  bound 
Apprentice 
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Apprentice  to  a  Bookfeller,  and 
when  out  of  his  Time  married, 
and  fet  up  forhimfelf;  but,  hav- 
ing a  ftrong  Propenfity  to  two 
pernicious  Paffions,  viz.  Poetry 
and  Gaming,  the  one  of  which 
is  for  the  moft  P^rt  unprofitable, 
and  the  other  almoft  always  de- 
ftruftive,  he  quickly  ruined  his 
Circumftances,  and  was  obliged 
to  retire  for  a  Time  to  Ireland. — 
Here  he  wrote  his  only  dramatic 
Piece,  which  was  entitled. 

Hie  &  ubique.  Com. 
By  this  Piece  he  acquired  very 
great  Reputation  and  fome  Mo- 
ney ;  on  which  he  returned  to 
England,  reprinted  his  Comedy, 
and  dedicated  it  to  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth  j  but,  meeting  with 
no  Encouragement,  he  once  more 
had  Recourfe  to  his  Trade  of 
Bookfelling. — But,  no  foonerhad 
he  a  little  recover'd  himfelf,  than 
Jie  again  lent  an  Ear  to  the  Syren 
Allurements  of  Pleafure  and  Po- 
etry, in  the  latter  of  which  he 
feems  never  to  have  made  any 
great  Proficiency. — He  failed  a 
fecond  Time  in  the  World  }  on 
which  he  had  again  Recourfe  to 
his  Pen  for  Support,  and  wrote 
feveral  different  Pieces,  particu- 
larly the  firft  Part  of  the  Englip 
Rogue,  in  .which,  however,  he 
had  given  Scope  to  fo  much  Li- 
centioufnefs,  that  he  could  not 
get  an  Jmprimaiur  granted  to  it, 
till  he  had  expunged  fome  of  the 
moft  lufcious  Defcriptions  out  of 
it, — To  this  firft  Part  three  more 
were  ^afterwards  added  by  Mr. 
Head,  in  Conjunftion  with  Mr. 
Francis  Kirkman,  who  had  alfo 
teen  his  Partner  in  Trade. 

The  Bufinefs  of  an  Author, 
however,  and  it's  Emoluments 
being  very  precarious,  it  appears 
from  Winftanley,  who  was  perfo- 
jxaliy  ac<iuainted  with  him,  that 
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he  afterwards  met  with  a  great 
many  CrofTes  and  Afflictions,  and 
was  at  laft  caft  away  at  Sea  as  he^ 
was  going  to  the  Ijle  of  Wight,  in 
the  Year  1678. 

Heidegger,  "John  James, 
Efqj — This  Gentleman  I  imagine 
to  have  been  by  Birth  a  Dutchman 
or  Fleming. — —He  was  for  many 
Years  Manager  of  the  King's 
Theatre,  or  Opera  Houfe,  in  the 
Haymarket ;  by  which  he  raifed  a 
very  large  Fortune, — Among  the 
infinite  Number  of  new  Pieces, 
which  are  annually  brought  on 
at  that  Theatre,  and  are  for  the 
moft  Part  as  regularly  forgotten 
by  the  following  Seafon,  I  find 
the  following  with  Mr.  Heideg- 
ger %  Name  annexed  to  the  Deoi- 
cation,  -vix. 

1.  Almahide.     leal.  Op. 

2.  Am  ADis  o/"  Gaul.     Ital. 

Opera. 

3.  Antiochus.     Ital,.  Op. 

4.  ARMiNius.     Ital.  Opera. 
Mr.  Heidegger  died  about  the  Year 

1750- 

He  MINGS,  Mr.  TVilli am. 

This  Gentleman  was  Son  of  John 
Hemings,  the  famous  Player,  who 
was  Cotemporary  with  Shakef- 
peare,  and  whofe  Name  we  find, 
together  with  thofe  of  Burbidge, 
Condel,  Taylor,  &c.  before  the  Fo- 
lio Edition  of  that  Author's 
Works. — He  was  born  at  London, 
about  the  Beginning  of  the  Reign 
of  yames  I.  and  received  his  Edu- 
cation at  Chriji  Church  College  in 
Oxford,  v/here  he  was  enter'd  as 
a  Student  in  the  Year  1621,  and 
in  1628  took  his  Degree  of  Ma- 
fter  of  Arts.—- During  the  Time 
of  the  Troubles  he  wrote  fome 
dramatic  Pieces,  which  were  at 
that  Time  very  well  efteem'd, 
and  after  the  Reftoration  were 
revived  with-  great  Succefs. 
Their  Titles  are  as  follow, 

*.  The 
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J.  The  Eunuch.  Trag.  (N.  B. 
This  is  only  the  Title  by 
which  the  next-mention- 
ed Play   was  revived,  in 
the  Year  1687.) 
-     2r.  The  Fatal  ContraB.     T. 
3.  The  ^ew'i  Tragedy. 
Henderson,    Mr.  A. — This 
Author  is,    I  think,    a  Clergy- 
man, and  flill  living. In  the 

Year  1752  he  publifhed  one  dra- 
jnatic  Piece,  of  very  little  Merit, 
entitled, 

Arsinoe.     Trag, 
Herbert,    Mary.      Vid. 
Pembroke,  Countefs  of. 

Hewit,  Mr.  John.— Oi  this 
Gentleman  I  know  nothing  more 
than  that  he  is  Author  of  one 
dramatic  Piece,  borrowed  almoft 
entirely  from  the  French,  but 
which  never  was  ailed,  entitled, 
A  Tutor  for  the  Beaus.  Com, 
Heywood,  Mrs.  Elixa.——— 
This  Lady  was  perhaps  the  moft 
voluminous  Female  Writer  this 
Kingdom  ever  produced.  —  Her 
Genius  lay  for  the  inoft  Part  in 
the  Novel  Kind  of  Writing. — In 
the  early  Part  of  her  Life,  her 
natural  Vivacity,  her  Sex's  con- 
ftitutional  Fondnefs  for  Gallan- 
try, and  the  Pafljon  which  than 
prevailed  in  the  public  Tafte  for 
perfonal  Scandal,  and  diving  into 
the  Intrigues  of  the  Great,  guid- 
ed her  Pen  to  Works,  in  which 
a  Scope  was  given  for  great  Li- 

centioufnefs. The   celebrated 

Atalanti%  of  Mrs.  Manley  ferved 
her  for  a  Model,  and  the  Court 
of  Carimania,  the  Ne%u  Utopia, 
and  fome  other  Pieces  of  a  like 
Nature,  were  the  Copies  her  Ge- 
nius produced. Whether  the 

Loofenefs  of  tbs  Pieces  them- 
felves,  or  fome  more  private  Rea- 
fons,  provoked  the  Refentment 
of  Mr.  Pope  againft  her,  trar^not 
pretend  to  determine ;  but,  cer- 
tain it  is,  that  that  great  Poet  has 
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taken  fome  Pains  to  perpetuate 
her  Name  to  immortal  Infamy  j 
having,  in  his  Dimciad,  propos'd 
her  as  one  of  the  Prizes  to  be 
run  for,  in  the  Games  inftituted 
in  Honour  of  the  Inauguration  of 
the  Monarch  of  Dulnefs.^-Thh, 
however,  I  own  I  cannot  readily 
fubfcribe  to  j  for,  aitho'  I  fliould 
be  far  from  vindicating  the  Li- 
bertinifm  of  her  Subjects,  or  the 
expofing  with  Aggravation  to  the 
Public  the  private  Errors  of  In- 
dividuals, yet,  I  think,  it  cannot 
be  denied,  that  there  is  great 
Spirit  and  Ingenuity  in  Mxs.  Hey* 
ivood's  Mann,  r  of  treating  Sub- 
jefts,  which  the  Friends  of  Vir- 
tue may  perhaps  wifli  fhe  had  ne- 
ver enter'd  on  at  all  j  and  that  in 
thofe  of  her  Novels,  where  per- 
fonal Charafler  has  not  been  ad- 
mitted to  take  Place,  and  where 
the  Stories  have  been  of  her  own 
Creation,  fuch  as  hsr  Love  inEx- 
cefs,  Fruitlefs  Enquiry^  &c.  fhe  has 
given  Proofs  of  great  inventive 
Powers,  and  a  perfe£t  Knowledge 
of  the  AfFedions  of  the  human 
Heart. — ^And  thus  much  muft  be 
granted  in  her  Favour,  that 
whatever  Liberty  fte  might  at  firft 
gjve  to  her  Pen,  to  the  Offence 
either  of  Morality  or  Delicacy, 
ihe  feem'd  to  be  foon  convinced 
of  her  Error,  and  determined  noC 
only  to  reform,  but  even  attone 
for  it  J  fince,  in  the  numerous 
Volumes  which  fhe  gave  to  the 
World  towards  the  latter  Part  of 
her  Life,  no  Author  has  appear'd 
more  the  Votary  of  Virtue,  nor 
are  there  any  Novels  in  which  a 
ftrifter  Purity,  or  a  greater  De- 
licacy of  Sentiment,  has  been 
preferv'd. — It  may  not,  perhaps, 
be  difagreeable  sn  this  Place  to 
point  out  vvhat  thefe  latter  Works 
were,  as  they  are  very  volumi- 
nous, and  are  not  perfectly  known 
to  every  on6.— They  may  there- 
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fore,  tho'  fomewhat  foreign  to 
the  Purport  of  this  Work,  be 
found  in  the  following  Lift,  viz. 

The  Female  SpeFiator,  4  vol. 

Epifilefor  the  Ladies,   1  vol. 

Fortunate  Foundling,   j  vol. 

Adventures  of  Nature,   i  vol. 

Hift.  ofBetJy  Iboughtlefs,  4  vol. 

yenny  and  Jemmy  J<Jjamy,  3  v. 

Jiivijible  Spy,   2  vol. 

Bujband  and  Wife,  2  vol. 
and  a  Pamphlet,  entitled, 

A  F relent  for  a  Servant  Maid, 
When  young,  fiie  dabbled  in  dra- 
niat;c  Poetry,  but  with  no  great 
Succefs. — None  of  her  Plays  ei- 
ther meeting  with  much  Appro- 
bation at  the  firft,  nor  having 
been  admitted  to  Repetition  fince. 
—Their  Titles  were  as  follow, 

1.  Fair  Captive,     T. 

2.  Frederick    Duh  of 

Brunswick.     T. 

3.  Opera    of  Operas.       (joined 

with  Mr.  Batchet.) 

4.  Wife  to  he  let.     Com. 

She  had  alio  an  Inclination  for 
the  Stage  as  a  Performer,  which 
appears  from  her  having  a£led  a 
principal  Part  in  her  own  Co- 
medy of  the  Wife  to  be  let,  and 
her  Name  ftanding  in  the  Drama 
of  a  Tragedy,  entitled,  the  Rival 
Father,  written  by  Mr.  Hatchet, 
a  Gentleman  with  whom  ihe  ap- 
pears to  have  had  a  clofe  literary 
Intimacy. 

As  to  the  Circumft^nces  of 
Mrs.  Heyivood's  Life,  very  little 
Light  feems  to  appear ;  for,  tho' 
the  World  feem'd  inclinable,  pro- 
bably induced  by  the  general 
"Jenor  of  her  earlier  Writings,  to 
affix  on  her  the  Chara£ler  of  a 
Lady  of  Gallantry,  yet  I  have  ne- 
ver heard  of  any  particular  In- 
trigues or  Conneftions  diieftly 
laid  to  her  Chargej  and  have  been 
credibly  informed  that,  from  a 
Suppofition  of  fome  improper 
Liberties  being  taken  with  her 
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Charadler  after  Death,  by  the  In- 
termixture of  Truth  and  Fallhood 
with  her  Hiftory,  fhe  laid  a  fo- 
lemn  Injunction  on  a  particular 
Perfon,  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  all  the  Particulars  of  it,  not 
to  communicate  to  any  one  the 
leaft  Circumftance  relating  to  her  j 
fo  that  probably,  unlefs  fome  very 
ample  Account  fhould  appear  from 
that  Quarter  itfelf,  whereby  her 
Story  m.ay  be  placed  in  a  true  and 
favourable  Light,  the  World  will 
ftill  be  left  in  the  dark  with  Re« 
gard  to  it. — All  I  have  been  able 
to  learn  is,  that  her  Father  was 
in  the  Mercantile  Way,  that  fhe 
was  born  at  London,  and  that,  at 
the  Time  of  her  Death,  which 
was,  I  think,  in  1759,  flie  was 
about  fixty  three  Years  of  Age. 

With  Refpe£t  to  her  Genius 
and  Abilities,  her  Works,  which 
are  very  numerous,  muft  ftand  in 
Evidence  j  but  I  canaot  help  ob- 
ferving,  as  to  her  perfonal  Cha- 
rafter,  that  I  was  told  by  one, 
who  was  well  acquainted  with 
her  for  many  Years  before  her 
Clofe  of  Life,  that  (he  was  good- 
natured,  affable,  lively  and  en- 
tertaining; and  that,  whatever 
Errors  fhe  might  in  any  Refpefl 
have  run  into  in  her  youthful 
Days,  fhe  was,  during  the  whole 
Courfe  of  his  Knowledge  of  her, 
remarkable  for  the  moft  rigid  and 
fcrupulous  Decorum,  Delicacy  and 
Prudence,  both  with  Refpeft  to 
her  Conduit  and  Converfation, 

Hey  WOOD,  Jafper^  D.  D.— 
This  Writer,  who  flourifhed  in 
the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth^ 
was  Son  of  the  famous  Poet  and 
Epigrammatifl  of  that  Name, 
v^hom  we  fhall  immediately  have 

Occafion  to  mention. He  was 

born  in  London  in  1535,  and  in 
the  twelfth  Year  of  his  Age  was 
fent  to  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford, 
and  enter'd  %  Student  in  Merton 
College, 
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College. — Here  he  received  thofe 
uleful  Parts  of  Education,  Gram- 
mar and  Logic;  and  in  1553  took 
his  Degree  as  Mailer  of  Arts,  and 
was  admitted  to  a  Probationary 
Feilowihip  in  that  College,  where 
he  gained  a  Superiority  overall  his 
Fellow  Students  in  Difputations  at 
the  Public  School,  and  was  (as  ap- 
pears from  an  Oration  written  in 
his  Praife  by  David  De  la  Hyde, 
entitled  De  Ligno  &  Fceno)  nomi- 
nated  there  Rex  Regni  Fabarum, 

or  a  Kind  of  Cbrijimas  Lord. 

Langbaine  and  Jacob  both  fay  that 
he  quitted  this  College,  at  which 
he  only  paffed  his  younger  Days, 
for  a  Fellowfliip  in  AU-Souh  Col- 
lege in  the  fame  Univerfity. — 
But  Wood  informs  us,  that,  hav- 
ing been  guilty  of  feveral  Mifde- 
tneanours,  fuch  as  are  peculiar  to 
Yoiith,  Wildnefs  and  Rakifhnefs, 
■which  in  thofe  Days  were  pu- 
ni/hed  with  great  Severity,  and 
which  probably  he  run  into  the 
jnore  readily  from  being,  in  Con- 
fequence  of  his  Father's  quitting 
England,  left  very  early  to  him- 
felf,  he  was  obliged,  in  Order  to 
prevent  Expulfion,  to  refign  his 
Fellowfhip,  upon  a  third  Admo- 
nition from  the  Warden  and  So- 
ciety of  Merton  College,  on  the 
4th  oi  April  1 558. 

Soon  after  this  he  quitted  Eng' 
land,  and,  going  over  to  St.  0- 
Tner^,  enter'd  himfelf  into  the 
Society  of  Jejui  at  that  Place, 
from  whence,  after  having  fpent 
two  Years  in  the  Study  of  Divi- 
nity among  the  Priefts,  he  was 
fent  to  Diling  in  Sivitzerland, 
Vl'here  he  fpent  upwards  of  feven- 
teen  Years  in  difcufiing  certain 
Points  of  Controverfy  among 
thofe  whom  he  called  Heretics  j 
in  which  Time,  on  Account  of 
his  diftinguiOred  Learning,  and 
his  ardent  Zeal  for  the  holy  Mo- 
ther,   he  was   promoted   to  the 
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Degree  of  Do£lor  of  Divinity  and 
of  the  four  Vows. 

In  the  Year  1 581  Pope  Gregory 
XIII,  called  him  away  from  Di' 
ling,  in  order  to  plant  him  at  the 
Head  of  the  firft  MIlTion  of  Je- 
fitits  to  England-^  in  which  Office, 
being  fettled  in  the  Metropolis  of 
his  native  Country,  and  efteemed 
as  Provincial  of  the  Order  in  that 
great  Kingdom,  he  ran  into  great 
Luxury  and  Magnificence,  afFe«ft- 
ing  more  the  exterior  Shew  of  a 
Grandee  than  the  Humility  of  a 
Priefl-,  and  fupporting  as  fplendid 
an  Equipage  as  Money  could  then 
furnifh  him  with. 

Dr.  Fuller,  in  his  Britip  Wor- 
thies, (London,  p.  222.)  has  run 
into  an  Error  v/ith  Refpeft  t6  our 
Author,  telling  us  that  he  was 
executed  in  the  Ps.eign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth. — But  Antb.  a  V/ood 
(Atben.  Oxon.  Vol.  I.  Col.  252.) 
informs  us,  that  he  paid  the  great 
Debt  to  Nature  at  Naples,  on  the 
9th  of  Jan.  1598,  and  Six  Rich- 
ard Baker  relates,  that  he  was 
one  of  the  Chief  of  the  feventy 
Priefts  that  were  taken  in  1585. 
and  that,  when  fome  of  them 
were  condemned,  and  the  reft  in 
Danger  of  the  Law,  her  Majefty 
caufed  them  all  to  be  {hipped 
away,  and  fent  out  of  England; 
From  whence  it  feerns  probable, 
that  he  went  immediately  to 
Rome,  and  at  length  fettled  in  the 
City  of  Naples,  v.'here  he  con- 
trafted  an  Intimacy  with  that 
zealous  Catholic  John  Pitjeus,  by 
whom  he  is  fpoken  of  with  great 
Refpeft  and  Honour. 

This  Account  feems  alfo  con- 
firmed by  a  Copy  of  Verfes,  pre- 
ferved  by  Sir  John  Harrington^ 
which  were  written  by  this  Au- 
thor on  his  being  taken  and  car- 
ried to  Prifon,  and  the  Readinefs 
fhewn  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick 
to  aflbrd  him  Relief.  —  Which 
[   0^2   j  kft 
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laft  Circumftance  he  hints  at,  in 
the  following  Words, 

—  "Thanh  to  that  Lord  that  Trills 

me  good. 
For  I  IV ant  all  Things,  favi'ng 

Hay  and  ?Food, 

During  the  Courfe  of  his  Stu- 
dies at  the  Univerfity,  he  tranf- 
iated  three  of  thofe  Tragedies 
Vvhich  are  attributed  to  Seneca, 
viz. 

i,  'Hl£.v^cvl.^E.s  furens,     T. 

2.  Thyestes.     T. 

3.  Troas.     T. 

He  has  chofen  an  uncouth  Sort 
of  Verfe  for  thefe  Tranflations, 
WsJ.  that  of  fourteen  Feet. — Yet 
3ie  has  been  very  cor-reft  in  the 
Meaning  of  his  Author,  where 
he  has  iluck  to  the  Original,  and 
in  fome  Alterations,  which  he 
has  profefTedly  made  in  the  Con- 
tiuct  of  the  Pieces,  has  fiiewn 
^reat  Judgfnent  and  Ingenuity. 

Key  WOOD,  Mr.  yoi^w.— This 
Poet  is  one  of  the  very  firft  dra- 
matic Writers  that  this  Ifland 
produced  ;  he  was  born  at  North 
Mims,  near  St.  Albam  in  Hert- 
fordjhite,  and  received  the  firft 
Rudiments  of  his  Education  at 
Oxford ;  but  the  Sprightlinefs  of 
iis  Difpofition  not  being  well  a- 
dapted  to  the  fedentary  Life  of  an 
Academician,  he  went  back  to 
his  Native  Place,  which  being 
in  vhe  Neighbourhood  of  the  great 
Sir  Tho.  Moore,  he  prefently  con- 
traftcd  an  Intimacy  with  that  Pa- 
tron of  Wit  and  Genius,  who 
introduced  him  to  the  Knowledge 
and  Patronage  of  the  Princefs 
Mary. — Heyivood^s  ready  Wit  and 
Aptnefs  for  Jeft  and  Repartee, 
together  with  the  Poffelfion  of 
great  Skill  both  in  vocal  and  in- 
flrurnental  Mufic,  rendered  him  a 
Favorite  with  Henry  VIII.  who 
frcguently    rewarded    hiro    very 
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highly. On  the  Acceflion  of 

EdtvardVl.  he  ftill  continued  in 
Favour,  tho'  the  Author  of  the 
Art  o/'Englifh  Poetry  fays,  it  was 
*'  for  the  Mirth  and  Quicknefs  of 
*'  Conceit,  more  than  any  good 
"  Learning  that  was  in  him."— 
When  his  old  Patronefs,  Queen       I 
Mary,  came  to  the  Throne,  he       1 
flood  in  higher  Eftimation  than       | 
ever,    being    admitted    into    the 
moft  intimate  Converfation  with       ! 
her,    on   Account   of   his  happy       | 
Talent  of  telling  diverting  Stories,       | 
which  he  did  to  amufe  her  pain- 
ful  Hours,    even  when  fte  was 
languifhing  on  her  Death  Bed. 

At  the  Deceafe  of  that  Prin-  1 
cefs,  however,  being  a  bigotted  J 
Roman  Catholic,  perceiving  that 
the  Proteftant  Intereft  v/as  likely 
to  prevail  under  the  Patronage  of 
her  SuccefTor  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  perhaps  apprehcnfive,  that 
fome  of  the  Severities,  which  had 
been  praftifcd  on  the  Protefra-nts 
in  the  preceding  Reign,  might 
be  retaliated  on  thofe  of  a  con- 
trary Perfuafion  in  the  enfuing 
one,  and  more  efpecially  on  the 
peculiar  Favorites  of  Qu^.  Mary, 
he  thought  it  beft,  for  the  Secu- 
rity of  his  Perfon,  and  the  Pre  • 
fervation  of  his  Religion  to  quit 
the  Kingdom. — Thus,  throwing 
himfelf  into  a  voluntary  Exil^e, 
he  fettled  at  Mecklin  in  Brabant, 
where  he  died  in  1565,  leaving 
fcveral  Children  behind  him,  to 
all  of  whom  he  had  given  liberal 
Educations. — Among  the  reft  was 
Jafper,  fome  Account  of  whom 
we  gave  in  the  laft  Article. 

From  what  has  been  faid  above 
his  Charafter  in  private  Life  may 
be  gather'd  to  have  been  that  of 
a  fprightly,  humourous  and  en- 
tertainingCompanion. — As  a  Poet 
he  was  held  in  no  inconfiderable 
Efteem  by  his  Cotemporaries, 
the'  none  of  his  Writings  ex- 
tended 
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tended  to  any  great  Length, .  but 
feem,  like  his  Converfation,  to 
have  been  the  Refult  of  httl^ 
fudden  Sailies  of  Mirth  and  hu- 
mour.— His  longeft  Work  is  en- 
titled /i  Parable  of  tie  Spider  and 
the  Fly,  and  forms  a  pretty  thick 
Quarto  in  Old  EngUp  Verle,  and 
printed  in  the  Black  Letter.. — By 
Way  of  Frontifpiece  to  this  Book 
is  a  wooden  Print  of  the  Author 
at  full  Length,  and  molt  proba- 
bly in  the  Habit  he  ufually  wore  j 
for  he  is  dreft  in  a  Fur  Gown, 
fomewhat  refembling  that  of  a 
Mafter  of  Arts,  excepting  that 
the  B.ttom  of  the  Sleeves  reach 
no  lower  than  his  Knees. — He 
has  a  round  Cap  on  his  Head  and 
a  Dagger  hanging  to  his^  Girdle, 
and  his  Chin  and  Lips  are  clofe 
ihaven.  . 

His  other  Works  are,  a  Dia- 
logue compofed  of  all  the  Pro- 
verbs in  the  EngUJb  Language, 
and  three  Quarto  Volumes,  con- 
taining five  hundred  Epigrams. 
—None  of  his  dramatic  Works, 
which  are  fix  in  Number,  have 
extended  beyond  the  Limits  of  an 
Interlude.— The  Titles  of  them 
are  as  follow, 

J .  Four  P^s.     Interlude. 
2..  Play  between  John  the  Hit J- 
hand,  Tx^  the  Wife,    and 
Sir  Jonti  the  PrJt/l.     In- 
terlude. 

3.  Play  between  ?/?>£  Pardon- 

er, thepRiAn,  the  Cu- 
R  A  T  E,  atsd  Neighbour 
Prat.     Interlude. 

4.  Play  of  Gentlenefs  and  No- 

bility.    Interlude. 

5.  Play  of  Lo've.     Interlude, 

6.  Play  of  the   Weather,      In- 

terlude. 
Phillips  and  IVinJianley  have  attri- 
buted two  other  Pieces  to  him, 
Hii:&, 

The  Pindar  of  W A  K  E  F I E  L  D , 

fbil-oias-;  Scotch, 
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but  Largbaine  reje<n:s  thefr  Au=f 
thority,  and  I  think  with  very- 
good  Reafon,  as  both  thofe  Pieces 
are  printed  anonymous,  and  the 
one  was  not  publi/hed  till  twen- 
ty, the  other  not  till  upwards  of 
forty  Years  after  this  Author's 
Death. 

I  do  not  find  any  Writer  who^ 
afcertains  the  exa£t  Time  of 
John  Heyzvood's  Birth,  or  his 
Age  at  the  Time  of  his  Death, 
but  he  could  not  ha'  e  died  a 
young  Man,  as  we  find  him  to 
have  furvived  the  Birth  of  his 
Son  Jafper  by  full  thirty  Years. 

Hey  WOOD,  Mr.  Matthetv,—-' 
I  do  not  find  any  fuch  Perfon 
mentioned  by  any  of  the  Writers 
but  Winftanley,  who,  (Li'ves  of 
the  Poets,  p.  97.)  after  mention- 
ing Johny  Thomas  and  Jafper  Hey- 
ivood,  adds,  "  and,  as  if  the 
'*  Names  of  Heyivood  were  defti- 
*'  nated  to  the  Stage,  in  my  Time 
*'  I  knew  one  Matthew  Heyivood^ 
*'  who  wrote  a  Comedy,  call'd, 

"  The  Changling, 
*'  that  fhould  have  been  aded  at 
*'  Audiey-End  Houfe,    but,  by  I 
''  know  not  what  Accident,  was 
**  prevented." 

It  is  difficult  to  controvert 
what  our  Author  thus  aflerts  on 
his  Knowledge,  but  Winftanley 
was  very  liable  to  Miftakes,  and, 
it  is  well  known  that  there  is  a 
Comedy  of  that  Name  extant, 
which  was  written  by  Middleton 
and  Roieley  in  Conjunftion,  and 
that  no  other  ftands  in  any  of 
the  Catalogues. 

Hey  WOOD,  Mr.  Thomas.—^ 
This  Author  was  an  After  as 
well  as  a  Writer,  and  flourifhed 
in  the  Reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth^ 
King  Jams  I.  and  King  Charles  !„ 
tho'  what  particular  Year  gave 
him  to  the  World,  or  robb'd  it  of 
him,  feems  not  eafy  to  afcer- 
tain. — He  appears  to  have  been  2 
[  CL3  J  ^'ati.Ye 
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Native  of  Lincolnpire,  from  a 
Copy  of  Verfes  to  his  Friend 
yames  Torke,  on  his  Book  of  He- 
raldry, prefixed  to  that  Work.— 
He  was  certainly  the  moft  volu- 
minous dramatic  Writer  that  this 
Nation,  or  indeed  any  other,  ever 
produced  ,  excepting  the  cele- 
brated Spanip  Play-Wright,  Lo- 
pez de  Vega,  for,  in  the  Preface 
to  one  ot  his  inlays,  called  the 
Englijh  Travellers,  he  tells  us, 
that  it  was  one  pieferved  amongft 
two  hundred  and  twenty,  in 
which,  fays  he,  *'  I  had  either 
•<  an  entire  Hand,  or  at  leaft  a 
*'  main  Finger." — Of  this  pro- 
digious Number,  however,  all 
the  Writers  agree  in  the  Opinion, 
that  there  are  only  twenty-four 

remaining. For  this  different 

Reafons  might  perhaps  be  aflign- 
cd. — Thofe  that  Winpanky  has 
given  us  are  romantic  and  extra- 
vagant to  the  greateft  Degree. — 
"  It  is  faid  (relates  Winftanky) 
'«  that  he  not  only  adled  himfelf 
'*  every  Day,  but  alfo  wrote  every 
"  Day  a  Sheet  ;  and,  that  he 
"  might  lofe  no  Time,  msny  of 
*^  his  Plays  were  compofed  in 
**  the  Tavern,  on  the  Backfide 
<♦  of  Tavern-Bills,  which  may  be 
<'  the  Occafion  that  fo  many  of 
'•  them  are  loft."' — But  this  Ac- 
count is  inconfiftent  with  all  Be- 
lief, for,  befides,  that  it  is  not 
apparent  that  Eeyivood's  Circum- 
ftances  were  ever  fuch  as  ihould 
compel  him  to  make  fuch  Shifts, 
or  that  a  Man,  who  was  a  con- 
ilant  Frequenter  of  Taverns, 
&ouId  at  the  fame  Time  be  fo 
penurious,  as  to  make  Ufe  of 
Bills  to  fpare  himfelf  the  Expence 
of  a  few  Sheets  of  Paper  ;  yet, 
had  even  this  been  the  Cafe,  it 
would  not  occafion  the  Lofs  of 
his  Pieces,  fince,  before  they 
•ould  pofiibiy  be  performed,  thefe 
Scraps  WJuil  iiave  been  all  coliett- 
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cd  together,  and  tranfcribed  in 
Body,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Perfor- 
mers and  Prompter. — But,  the 
Reafons  he  himfelf  has  given  us 
in  the  above-mentioned  Preface, 
feem  to  be  the  moft  rational 
ones  5  for,  tho'  it  is  probable  that 
fo  aftive  a  Genius  as  it  is  evi- 
dent, from  the  Bulk  of  his 
Works,  Mr.  Heyivood\  mud  have 
been,  could  never  be  idle,  nor 
afford  to  lofe  any  Time,  or  even 
let  a  fingle  Thought  pafs  by  him 
unemployed  at  the  very  Moment 
it  occurred  j  and  that,  confe- 
quently,  he  might  have  planned 
fome  of  his  Plays  in  Taverns,  and 
even  have  fecur'd  fome  occafional 
Hints,  by  penning  them  down  on 
the  Back  of  Tavern  Bills,  or  any 
occafional  Scraps  of  Paper  he 
might  have  about  him  ;  yet,  it 
is  extremely  unlikely  that  he 
fhould  fuffer  thofe  Thoughts,  he 
had  been  fo  careful  to  prcferve> 
to  be  afterwards  loft  by  an  unac- 
countable Negligence.  —  But  he 
gives  us  three  very  good  Reafons 
for  no  more  of  his  Pieces  having 
appear'd  in  Print  j  the  firft , 
**  that  many  of  them,  by  the 
**  Shifting  and  Change  of  Com- 
"  panics,"  (at  a  Time  v/hen  there 
were  fo  many  Theatres  in  the 
Metropolis,  and  that  the  Per- 
formers .  moreover ,  frequently 
travelled  the  Country)  <«  had  beea 
"  negligently  loft,"— The  fecond, 
*'  that  others  of  them  were  ftili 
**  retained  in  the  Hands  of  fome 
"  Adlors,  who  thought  it  againft 
"  their  Profit  to  have  them  come 
*'  in  Print." — And  heire.it  v/ill 
be  proper  to  obferve,  that  at  that  | 
Time  the  Profits  of  an  Atithor 
were  not  determined  by  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  his  Works,  no  fuch  Thing 
as  third  Nights  being  known  or 
thought  of  till  after  the  Reftora- 
tion,  but  that  the  A<ftors  pur- 
cliafed  to  themfelves  the  fole  Pro- 
peiijf 
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perty  of  the  Copy,  by  which 
Means,  as  it  could  not  be  their 
Intereft  to  publifli  any  Piece,  till 
the  Public  Curiofity  in  Regard  to 
jt  was  entirely  fated,  it  is  proba- 
ble many  very  good  Plays  may 
have  been  entirely  loft.  —  The 
third  Reafon  he  gives  us  is, 
*'  that  it  was  never  any  great 
*'  Ambition  in  him  to  be  volu- 
**  minoudy  read." 

Thofe  of  his  Works,  which 
are  to  be  met  with  in  Print,  are 
as  follows, 

J.  Brazen  Jgd     Hi  ft.  Play. 

a.  Challenge  for  Beauty.  Tr.- 
Com. 

J.  DiitcheJsofSvTSOL-K..  Hift. 
Play. 

4.  Edward  IV.     Hift.  Play. 

two  Parts. 

5.  English  Tru'veller.  Tragi- 

Com. 

6.  Fan-  Maid  ef  the  Exchange, 

Com. 

7.  Fair  Maid  of  the  IFeJi.     C. 

two  Parts. 

8.  Fortune  by    Land  and   Sea, 

Tragi-Com.    (Affifted  by 
William  Ratvley.) 
5.   Four  ^Prentices  o/" LONDON. 
Hift.  Play. 

10.  Golden  Age.     Hift.  Play. 

1 1 .  Jf  you  know  not  me,  you  knoiv 

Nobody.     Hift.  Play. 
Jt,  Iron  Age.     Hift.  Play,   two 
Parts. 

13,  La  N  CASH- IRE     IVitches, 

Com.    (AiTifted   by  Rich. 
Brome. ) 

14.  Levels  Mifirefs.    Mafque. 

I «;.  Maidenhead  ivell  lofi.  Com. 
16.  Ra/>e  of  Lvc RECK.     Trag. 

37.  Robert    Earl  of   Hun- 

tin  gdon'j  Dozuttfall. 

38.  Robert    Earl  of  Hun- 

r  itiGDoii''s  Death,   Hift. 
Play. 
15,  Royal  Kirg  and  Loyal  Sub' 
jea,    Tragi-Com. 
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to,  Siher  Age.     Hift.  P!ay. 

21.  Wife  WomanofHocsDQKn 
Com. 

2Z.  WoTnan  kiWd  with   Kind''  ' 
nefs.     Trag. 

Mr.  lieywood  appe3,rs  to  have 
been  a  very  favourite  Author  with' 
Langhaifi'',  who  ranks  him  in 
the  fecond  Chls  of  Dramatic 
Writers,  tho'  his  Cotemporaries 
would  not  allow  his  Performances 
to  ftand  fo  high  in  Defert,  as 
may  be  gathered  from  the  follow- 
ing Lines,  which  Langbaine  has' 
quoted  from  one  of  the  Poets  of 
that  Time,  who,  after  mention- 
ing fome  other  Authors,  thus 
proceeds, 


■'    ■   And  Fity^oQ^ 

Sage, 
IF    apologetic     Atlas     cf  the 

Stage  ; 
Well  of  t!:e  Golden  A^t  he  could 

entreat, 
But  little  of  the  Metal  he  could 

Three/core  fioeet  Babes  be  chrif- 

tend  at  a  Lumpy 
For  he  ivas  chrifien'd  in  Parnaf- 

fus'  Pump  ; 
the  Mtfes  Gofjip   to  Aurora'* 

Bed, 
And,  ever  fmce  that  Time,   his 

Face  ivas  red. 

It  muft  be  allowed,  however,  that 
he  was  a  good  general  Scholar, 
and  a  very  tolerable  Mafter  of 
the  Claffical  Languages,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  great  Ufe  he  made 
of  the  Ancients,  and  his  various 
Quotations  from  tliem  in  his 
Works,  efpecially  his  ABor\ 
Vi7idication,  in  which  he  has  dif- 
play'd  great  Erudition.  —  What 
Rank  he  held  as  an  A£lor,  I 
know  not,  but  it  is  probable  no 
very  confiderable  one,  as  all  his 
Biographers  are  filent  on  that 
Head  I 
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Head  ;  and,  indeed,  if  we  confi- 
der  how  much  he  wrote,  it  is 
fcai;cely  poiTible  to  conceive  he 
could  have  fo  much  Time  to  fpare 
for  an  Application  to  that  Art,  as 
'■fi.'as  neceffajy  for  the  attaining 
any  Perfeftion  in  it. 

HiFFERMAN,  Dr.  Paul. — 
This  Gentleman  is  an  Author 
now  living  ;  he  is  a  Native  of 
Ireland,  received  Part  of  his  Edu- 
cation in  the  Univerhty  of  Dub- 
linj  and  I  believe  took  the  De- 
gree of  Doftor  of  Phyfic  in  fome 
of  the  foreign  Univerfities  j  but, 
not  having  met  w  ith  any  great  Suc- 
cefs  in  the  Profcflion  he  was 
bred  to,  he  has  been  obliged  to 
r^ly  on  his  Pen  for  an  additional 
Afliftance. — While  in  Dublin  he 
was  for  fome  Time  concerned  in 
a  public  Pohtlcal  Paper,  written 
in  Oppofition  to  the  famous  Dr. 
Lucas,  and,  fince  his  coming 
ever  to  this  Kingdom,  has  been 
employed  by  the  B  okfellers  in 
various  Works  of  Tranflation, 
Compilement,  &c. — A  Circum- 
fiance  which,  in  this  Age,  but 
too  frequently  happens  to  Men  of 
liberal  Educations,  whofe  Necef- 
fities,  obliging  them  thus  to  en- 
lift  under  the  Banner  of  Book- 
fellers,  their  Geniufes  have  fcarce- 
ly  ever  fair  Play  with  the  Public, 
but,  compelled  to  puili  forward  in 
anv  Road  prefcribfd  them  indif- 
eriminateiy>  without  either  1  ime 
for  Invention,  or  Leifure  for  A- 
mendment ,  their  Produdions 
nauft  necefluirily  be  dull,  cold  and 
erroneous ;  and  many  a  fertile 
Genius,  which,  un  ier  the  auf- 
picious  Sunftiine  or  happier  Cir- 
cumftances,  might  have, grown 
up  and  yielded  to  the  World  the 
faireft  Fruit,  has  thus  been  nipp'd 
in  the  very  Bud,  and  never  been 
able  afterwards  to  rear  its  blight- 
ed Head. — But,  to  return,  a- 
mong  the  Dodor's  other  Wotks^ 


HI  i 

he  has  produced  three  dramatic         | 
Pieces,  none  of  which,  however, 
met  with  any  Succefs,  •viz,, 

1.  Choice.     Farce.  ; 

2.  iVfw  Hippocrates.  Far»         | 

3.  Wijhei     of    a    free    People, 

Dram.  Entert. 

HiGDEN,  Henry,  Efqj — This 
Gentleman  was  a  Member  of  the 
Honourable  Society  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  during  the  Reigns  of 
James  II.  and  King  William  III. 
He  was  a  Gentleman  of  great 
Wit,  an  agreeable  and  facetious 
Companion,  and  well  known  to 
all  the  fprightly  and  converfible 
Pjrt  of  the  Town. — He  was  Au- 
thor of  one  dramatic  Piece,  en- 
titled. 

The  TFary  Widow.  Com. 
and,  indeed,  his  Fondnefs  for  the 
convivial  and  focial  Delights 
feem'd  to  fliew  itfelf  very  appa- 
rent even  in  the  Conduft  of  his 
Play,  for  he  had  inttoduced  (o 
many  drinking  Scenes  into  it,, 
that  the  Performers  got  drunk 
before  the  End  of  the  third  Aft, 
and,  being  unable  to  proceed 
with  the  Reprefentation,  were 
obliged  to  difmifs  the  Audience. 
The  Behaviour  of  the  Bear  Gar- 
den Criticks  (as'the  Asthor  calls 
them)  on  this  Occafion,  he 
ftrongly  complains  of  in  his  Pre- 
face. 

H I G  G  ON s„  Bevil,  Efq; — Thk 
Gentleman  was  Son  of  a  Sir 
Thomas  Higgons,  but  from  what 
Part  of  the  Kingdom  his  Family 
claimM  their  Defcent  I  know 
not. — Our  Author  received  his 
Education  at  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge,  of  which  he  was  a 
Fellow  Commoner  in  1688. — — 
After  the  Revolution  he  follow- 
ed the  Fortunes  of  K.  James  II. 
into  France,  where  he  refided  till 
his  Death,  and,  it  is  faid,  re- 
tained his  Wit  and  Good  Hu- 
mour, of  both  which  he  haf^  an 
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inexhauftlble  Fund,  undeprefTed 
by  his  Misfortunes.— The  Time 
of  his  Birth  or  Death,  however, 
do  not  appear  from  any  Accounts 
that  have  reached  me. — He  v;rote 
one  dramatic  Piece,   entitled, 

The  Generous  Conqueror.    Trag. 

H]  r,L,  Aaron,  Efqj  —  This 
Gentleman,  who  was  born  in 
Beaufort-Buildings  in  the  Strand, 
Fib.  lo,  1684-5,  ^^'^5  ^^^  eldeft 
Son  of  Geo.  Hill,  Eiqj  of  Malmf- 
bury-Abbey  in  Wiltf?ire  ;  and,  in 
Confequence  of  this  Defcent,  the 
legal  Heir  to  an  entailed  Eftate 
of  about  2000 1.  per  Annum  \  but, 
the  Indifcretions  and  Mifcondufts 
of  his  Father  having,  by  a  Sale  of 
the  Eftate,  which  he  had  no 
Right  to  execute,  render'd  it 
hitherto  of  no  Advantage  to 
the  Family  it  juftly  belongs  to, 
our  Author  was  left,  together 
with  Mr.  H;7/'s  other  Children, 
to  the  Care  ot,  and  a  Dependance 
on,  his  Mother  and  Grand-Mo 
ther  ;  the  latter  of  whom  (Mrs. 
Anne  Gregory)  was  more  particu- 
larly anxious  for  his  Education 
and  Improvement. — The  firft  Ru- 
diments of  Learning  he  received 
from  Mr.  Reyner,  of  Barnftaple  in 
DcvoTiJkire,  to  whom  he  was  fent 
at  nine  Years  old,  and,  on  his 
Removal  from  thence  ,  was 
placed  at  Weftminfier  School,  un- 
der the  Care  of  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Knipe. — Here  his  Genius  foon 
rendered  itfelf  confpicuous,  and, 
by  enabling  him  at  Times  to  per- 
form the  Ta/ks  of  others  as  well 
as  his  own,  frequently  procur'd 
for  him,  from  fome  of  his 
School-Fellows  of  more  limited 
Abilities,  an  ample  Amends  for 
the  very  fcanty  Allowance  of 
Pocket-Money  which  the  Cir- 
cumftances  of  his  Family  laid 
him  under  the  Neceflity  of  being 
contented  with. 
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Our  Author  left  Wcf.mlnficr 
School  in  the  Year  1699,  being 
then  only  fourteen  Years  of  Age  j 
and,  having  heard  his  Mother 
frequently  made  warm  Mention 
of  the  Lord  Pagtt,  who  was  a 
pretty  near  Relation  of  her's,  and 
was  at  that  Time  at  Confar.ti' 
mple,  in  the  Rank  cf  Ambaiflidor 
from  the  Englip  to  the  Ottoman 
Court,  he  conceived  a  very  ftrong 
Inclination  of  paying  a  Vifit,  and 
making  himlelf   known  to   that 

Nobleman. This    Defign    he 

communicated  to  Mrs.  Gregory, 
and,  meeting  with  no  Oppofition 
from  her  in  it,  he  embarked  on 
the  2d  of  March  1700,  being 
then  but  juft  fifteen,  on  board  a 
Veflel  that  was  going  to  Conjian*- 
tinople,  in  which  City  he  arrived 
after  a  fafe  and  profperous  Voy*. 
age. 

On  his  Arrival  he  v;as  receiv- 
ed with  the  utmoft  Kindnefs  and 
Cordiality  by  the  AmbaOador, 
who  was  no  lefs  pleafed  than  fur- 
prized  at  that  Ardour  for  Im- 
provement, which  could  induce 
a  Youth  of  his  tender  Years  to 
adventure  fuch  a  Voyage,  on  a 
Vifit  to  a  Relation  whom  he 
knew  by  Charader  only.  — He 
immediately  provided  him  a  Tu- 
tor in  the  Houfe  with  himfelf, 
under  v.'holc  Tuition  he  very  foon 
fent  him  to  travel,  being  dcfirous 
of  indulging  to  the  utrnoil  that 
laudable  Curiofity  and  Thirft  of 
Knowledge,  which  feem'd  fo 
ftrongly  imprefled  on  the  amiable 
Mind  of  our  young  Adventurer.— 
With  this  Gentleman,  who  wa^ 
a  learned  Ecclefiaftic,  he  travelled 
through  ifg^'/r,  Palejiine,  and  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Eaji ;  and, 
on  Lord  Paget's  returning  home, 
as  that  Nobleman  chofe  to  take 
his  Journey  by  Land,  Mr.  HilJ 
had  ah  Opportunity  of  feeing 
great 
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great  Part  of  Europe,  at  moft  of 
the  Courts  of  which  the  Ambaf- 
fador  made  feme  little  Stay. 

With  Lord  Paget  our  Author 
continued  in  great  Eftimation  ; 
and,  it  is  not  improbable,  that 
his  Lordfliip  might  have  pro- 
vided genteely  for  him  at  his 
Death,  had  not  the  Envy  and 
Malevolence  of  a  certain  Female, 
who  had  great  Influence  with 
him,  by  Falflioods  and  Mifrepre- 
fentations,  in  great  Meafure,  pre- 
vented his  good  Intentions  to- 
wards him, — Fortune,  however, 
and  his  own  Merits,  made  him 
Amends  for  the  Lofs  of  this  Pa- 
tronage ;  for  his  known  Sobriety 
and  good  Underftlndiag  recom- 
mended him  foon  after  to  Sir 
William  Wentivortby  a  worthy  Ba- 
ronet of  Torkjhire,  who,  being  in- 
clinable to  make  the  Tour  of 
F.iirope,  his  Relations  engaged 
Mr.  /////  to  accompany  him  as  a 
Sort  of  Governor  or  travelling 
Tutor,  which  Office,  tho'  him- 
felf  of  an  Age  which  n>ight  ra- 
ther be  expefted  to  require  the 
being  put  under  Tuition  itfelf, 
than  to  become  the  Guide  and 
Direftor  of  others,  he  exe- 
cuted  fo  well,  as  to  bring  home 
the  young  Gentleman,  after  a 
Courfe  of  two  or  three  Years, 
very  greatly  improved,  to  the  en- 
tire SatisfatHiion,  not  only  of  him- 
felf,  but  of  all  his  Friends. 

In  the  Year  1709  he  com- 
menced Author,  by  the  Publica- 
tion of  an  Hiftory  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire,  compiled  from  the  Ma- 
terials which  he  had  coUefted  in 
the  Courfe  of  his  dift'erent  Tra- 
vels, and  during  h's  Refidence  at 
the  I'urkip  Court.—This  Work, 
tho'  it  met  with  Succefs,  Mr. 
Hill  frequently  afterwards  repent- 
ed the  having  printed,  and  would 
himfelf,  at  Times,  very  feverely 
criticize  on  it  j  and  indeed,  to  fay 
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the  Truth  of  it,  thete  are  in  It  a 
great  Number  of  Puerilities, 
which  render  it  far  ini'erior  to 
the  Merit  of  his  fubfequent  Wri- 
tings J  in  which  Correftnefs  has 
ever  been  fo  ftrong  a  Charafte- 
riftic,  that  his  Critics  have  even 
attributed  it  to  him  as  a  Fault. — 
Whereas,  in  this  Work,  there  at 
beft  appears  the  Labour  of  a  ju- 
venile Genius,  rather  chufing  to 
give  the  full  Rein  to  fiery  Fancy, 
and  indulge  the  Imagination  of 
the  Poet,  than  make  Ufe  of  the 
Curb  of  cooler  Judgment,  or  airil 
at  the  Plainnefs  and  Perfplcuity 
of  the  Hiftorian.  —  About  the 
fame  Year  he  publifhed  his  firll 
poetical  Piece,  entitled  Camillus, 
in  Vindication  and  Honour  of  the 
Earl  of  Peterborough,  who  had 
been  General  in  Spain.  —  This 
Poem  was  printed  wuhout  any 
Author's  Name  j  but  Lord  Peter- 
borough,  having  made  it  his  Bu- 
fmefs  to  find  out  to  whom  he  was 
indebted  for  this  Compliment, 
appointed  Mr.  Hill  his  Secretary; 
which  Poft,  however,  he  quitted 
the  Year  following,  on  Occafioa 
of  his  Marriage. 

In  1709  he  was  alfo  made 
Mafter  of  the  Theatre  Royal  in 
Drury  Lane,  and,  at  the  Defire 
of  Mr.  Booth,  wrote  his  firft  Tra- 
gedy of  Elfrid,  or  the  Fair  In- 
cov.fiant. — This  Play  was  written 
in  little  more  than  a  Week,  on 
which  Account  it  is  no  Wonder 
that  it  fhould  be,  as  he  himfelf 
has  defcribed  it,  "  An  upprun'd 
*'  Wildernefs  of  Fancy,  with  here 
'*  and  there  a  Flower  among  the 
<'  Leaves  ;  but  without  any  Fruit 
«  of  Judgment."  —  This,  how- 
ever, he  alter'd,  and  brought  on 
the  Stage  again  about  twenty 
Years  afterwards,  under  the  Ti- 
tle of  Athel-wold. — Yet,  even  in 
its  firft  Form,  it  met  with  fuffi- 
cient  Encouragement  to  induce 
him 
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fclm  to  a  fecond  Attempt  in  the 
dramatic  Way,  tho'  of  another 
Kind,  viz.  the  Opera  of  Rinaldo, 
the  Mufic  of  which  was  the  firft 
Piece  of  Compofition  of  that  ad- 
mirable  Mafter  Mr.  Handel,  after 
his  Arrival  in  England. — This 
Piece,  in  the  Year  1710,  Mr. 
Hill  brought  on  the  Stage  at  the 
King's  Theatre  in  the.  Haymarkety 
of  which  alfo  he  was  at  that 
Time  Dire6tor,  and  where  it  met 
with  very  great  and  deferved  Suc- 
cefs. 

It  appears,  from  the  above  Ac- 
count, that  Mr.  if/// was,  at  one 
and  the  fame  Period,  Manager 
of  two  Theatres,  both  of  which 
he  condufted  entirely  to  the  Sa- 
tisfa<ftion  of  the  Public  j  and,  in- 
deed, no  Man  feem'd  better  qua- 
lified for  fuch  a  Station,  if  we 
may  be  allowed  to  form  our 
Opinion  from  that  admirable 
Judgment  in  theatrical  Affairs, 
aid  perfcft  Acquaintance,  both 
with  the  Laws  of  the  Dra- 
ma, and  the  Rules  of  afting, 
•which  he  gives  Proofs  of,  not 
only  In  a  Poem  entitled,  the  ^rt 
of  AEiing,  and  in  the  Courfe  of 
his  periodical  Eflays,  entitled  the 
Prompter,  which  appear'd  in  his 
Life-Time,  but  alfo  in  many 
Parts  of  an  Epiftolary  Correfpon- 
dence  which  he  maintained  with 
various  Perfons  of  Tafte  and  Ge- 
nius, and  which  have  fince  been 
publifhed  among  his  pofthumous 
"Works,  in  four  Volumes  in  Oc- 
tavo.— This  Poft,  however,  he 
relinquifhed  in  a  few  Months, 
from  fome  Mifunderftandingwith 
the  then  Lord  Chamberlain ;  and 
tho'  he  was  not  long  after  very  ear- 
neftly  folicited,  and  that  too  by  a 
Perfon  of  the  firft  Diftinftion  and 
Confequence,  to  tske  the  Charge 
on  him  again,  yet  he  could  not 
be  prevailed  on,  by  any  Means,  to 
re-accept  it. 
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It  is  probable,  however,  tha§ 
neither  Pride,  nor  any  harbour'd 
Refentment,  were  the  Motive^ 
of  this  Refufal,  but  one  much 
more  amiable,  'vix,  an  ardent 
Zeal  for  general  Improvement, 
and  an  Earneftnefs  for  the  public 
Good,  which  ever  attended  him 
thro'  Life,  in  which  he  was  at 
all  Times  indefatigable,  and  to 
which  he,  on  different  Occafions, 
frequently  facrificed,  not  only  his 
Eafe  and  Satisfadlion,  but  even 
large  Sums  of  Money  alfo  j  and, 
indeed,  this  valuable  Property  of 
Public  Spirit  fetfems  to  have  been 
his  Soul's  Darling  Pailionj  for  he 
himfelf,  in  one  of  his  Prefaces, 
fpeaking  of  Poetry,  tells  us, 
'<  that  he  has  no  better  Reafon 
"  for  wifhing  it  well  than  his 
*'  Love  for  a  Miftrefs,  whom  he 
'•  fhouid  never  be  married  to  j  for 
"  that,  whenever  he  grew  ambi- 
"  tious,  he  would  wifli  to  build 
"  higher,  and  owe  his  Memory 
''  to  fome  Occafion  of  more  Im- 
*'  portance  than  his  Writings."— 
To  this  Motive,  therefore,  I  fay, 
it  is  probable  that  we  ought  to 
attribute  his  declining  the  Thea- 
trical Direflion,  for  in  the  fame 
Year  he  married  the  only  Daugh- 
ter of  Edivard  Norris,  Efq^  of 
Stratford  in  EJJ'ex,  and,  as  the 
Fortune  that  Lady  brought  him 
was  very  confiderable,  he  was  now 
better  able  to  purfue  fome  of  his 
more  public  Defigns  than  he  had 
before  been. 

The  firft  Projeft  which  Mr. 
Hill  {tt  on  Foot,  for  which  he 
obtained  a  Patent,  and  of  which 
he  was  himfelf  the  fole  Difco- 
verer,  was  the  making  an  OiJ^ 
asfweet  as  that  from  Ohves,  from 
the  Beech  Nuts,  which  are  a  ver- 
ry  plentiful  Produce  of  fome  Parts 
of  thefe  Kingdoms. — This  was 
an  Improvement  apparently  and 
acknowJedgely  of  gre.at  Utility, 
and 
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^nd  muft  have  turned  out  to  great 
Advantage,  had  the  Condu6t  of 
at  continued  in  the  Hands  of  the 
original  Inventor.  —  But,  being 
an  Undertaking  of  too  great  Ex- 
tent for  his  own  Fortune  fingly 
to  purfue,  he  was  obliged  to  call 
in  the  Affiftance  of  others  j  and 
took  a  Subfcription  of  twenty-five 
thoufand  Pounds  on  Shares  and 
Annuities,  in  Security  of  which 
he  affigned  over  his  Patent  in 
Truft  for  the  Proprietors,  form- 
ing f'om  amongfi-  themfelves  a 
Body,  who  were  to  aft  in  Concert 
with  the  Patentee,  under  the  De- 
nomination of  the  Beech  Oil 
Company. — However,  as  Man- 
kind are  apt  to  be  over  fanguine 
in  their  Expedtations,  and  too 
impatient,  under  any  the  leaft 
Difappointment  of  thole  Expec- 
tations, there  foon  arofe  Difputes 
among  them,  vv-hich  obliged  Mr. 
Hill,  in  Vindication  of  fome  Mif- 
reprefentations  concerning  him- 
lelf,  to  publilh  a  fair  State  of  the 
Cafe,  by  which  it  appear'd  plainly 
that  all  the  Money,  that  had  hi- 
therto been  employed,  had  been 
fairly  and  candidly  expended  for 
the  public  Benefit,  and  that  the 
Patentee  had  even  waved  all  the 
Advantages,  to  which,  by  Agree- 
Hient,  he  had  been  entitled  to.— 
Thefe  Difputes,  however,  termi- 
nated in  the  over-throwing  the 
whole  Defign,  without  any  Emo- 
Jument  either  to  the  Patentee  or 
the  Adventurers,  at  a  Time  when 
Profits  were  already  arifing  from 
it,  and,  if  purfued  with  Vigour, 
would,  in  all  Probability,  have 
continued  increafing  and  perma- 
nent.— Mr.  Hill  procured  hi5  Pa- 
tent for  this  Invention  in  OBober 
1 71 3,  and  the  Date  of  his  public 
Appeal,  in  Regard  to  the  Affair, 

is  the  30th  of  Nov.   171 6. 

Thus,  exclufive  of  the  Time  em- 
ployed in  bringing  the  Invention 
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itfelf  to  Maturity,  we  fee  a  full 
three  Years  Labour  of  a  Gentle- 
man of  Abilities  and  Ingenuity 
entirely  frujflrated,  thro'  the  In- 
equality of  his  own  Fortune  to 
carry  his  Plan  into  Execution 
fingly,  and  the  erroneous  Warmth 
and  Impatience  of  thofe  various 
Tempers  with  which  he  was,  in 
Confequence  of  that  Infufficiency, 
obliged  to  unite  himfelf  for  th«- 
Perfe<5lion  of  it. 

He  was  alfo  concerned  with  Siif 
Robert  Montgcmery,  in  a  Defign 
for  eftablirtiing  a  Plantation  of  a 
vaft  Traft:  of  Land  in  the  South 
of  Carolina,  for  which  Purpofe  a 
Grant  had  been  purchafed  from 
the  Lords  Proprietors  of  that 
Province  5  but  here  again  the 
Want  of  a  larger  Fortune  then  he 
was  Mafher  of,  flood  as  a  Bar  in 
his  Way  ;  for,  tho'  it  has  many 
Years  fince  been  largely  culti- 
vated under  the  Name  of  Georgia^ 
yet  it  never  proved  of  any  Advan- 
tage to  him. 

Another  very  valuable  Proje<^ 
he  fet  on  Foot  in  the  Year  1728, 
which  was  the  turning  to  a  great 
Account  many  Woods  of  very 
large  Extent  in  the  North  of  Scot- 
land, by  applying  the  Timber, 
produced  by  them,  to  the  Ufes  of 
the  Navy,  for  which  it  had  been 
long  erroneouHy  imagined,  they 
were  totally  unfit. — The  Falfity 
of  this  Suppofition,  however,  he 
clearly  evinced  5  for  one  entire 
Veffel  was  built  of  it,  and,  on 
Trial,  was  found  to  be  of  as  good 
Timber  as  that  brought  from  any 
Part  of  the  World  j  and  altho', 
indeed,  there  were  not  many 
Trees  in  thefe  Woods  large  enough 
for  Mafts  to  Ships  of  the  largeft 
Burthen,  yet  there  were  Millio.ns 
fit  for  thofe  of  all  fraaller  Ve^ 
fels,  and  for  every  other  Branch 
of  Ship-Building. — In  this  Un- 
dertaking, however,  he  met  with 
various 
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various  Obftacles,  not  only  from 
the  Ignorance  of  the  Natives  of 
that  Country,  but  even  from  Na- 
ture herfelf  J  yetj  Mr.  Hiirs  Af- 
fiduity  and  Perfeverance  fur- 
mounted  them  all. — For  when 
the  Trees  were  by  his  Order 
chained  together  into  Floats,  the 
unexperienced  Highlanders  re- 
fufed  to  venture  themfelves  on 
them  down  the  River  Spey  ;  nor 
would  have  been  prevailed  on,  had 
not  he  iirft  gone  himf(mi  to  con- 
vince them    that    there  was    no 

Danger. And   now  the  great 

Number  of  Rocks,  which  choak- 
ed  up  difterent  Parts  of  this  Ri- 
ver, and  feemed  to  render  it  im- 
polTible,  were  another  Impedi- 
ment to  his  Expedition. — But,  by 
ordering  great  Fires  to  be  made 
upon  them  at  the  Time  of  low 
Tide,  v/hen  they  were  moft  ex- 
pofed,  and  throwing  Quaniiities 
of  Water  upon  them,  they  were, 
by  the  Help  of  proper  Tools,  broke 
to  Pieces  and  throv/n  down,  and 
a  free  Pafi'age  opened  for  the 
Floats. 

This  Defign  was,  for  fome 
Time,  carried  on  with  great  Vi- 
gour, and  turned  out  to  very  good 
Account  J  till  feme  of  the  Per- 
fons  concerned  in  it  thought 
proper  to  call  off  the  Men  and 
Horfes  from  the  "VS^'oods  of  ^4Ser- 
neiby,  in  order  to  employ  them 
in  their  Lead  Mines  in  the  fame 
Country,  from  whence  they  pro- 
niifed  themfelves  to  reap  a  ftill 
more  confiderable  Advantage. — 
What  private  Emolument  Mr. 
Hill  received  from  this  Atfair,  or 
whether  any  at  ail,  I  am  unin- 
formed of. — However,  the  Ma- 
giflrates  o£  Invernefs,  Aberdeen, 
Sec.  paid  him  the  Compliment  of 
the  Freedom  of  their  refpeftive 
Towns,  and  entertained  him  with 
all  imaginary  Honours.  —  Yet, 
notwithftanding  thefe  Honours, 
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which  were  publicly  paJd  to  out- 
Author,  and  the  diftinguiffied  Ci- 
vilities which  he  met  with  from 
the  Duke  and  Dutcheis  of  Gor- 
don, and  otlier  Perfons  of  Rank 
to  whom  he  became  known  du- 
ring his  Refider.ce  in  the  High- 
lands, this  Northern  Expedition 
was  near  proving  ef  very  un- 
happy Confequences  to  his  For- 
tune J  for,  in  his  Return,  his 
Lady  being  at  that  Time  in  Tork- 
Jhi're  for  the  Recoveiy  of  her 
Health,  he  made  fo  long  a  Con- 
tinuance with  her  in  that  Coun- 
ty, as  affoi-ded  an  Opportunity  to 
fome  Perfons,  to  whofe  Hands  he 
had  confided  the  Managem.ent  of 
certain  important  Affairs,  to  be 
guilty  of  a  Breach  of  Truit,  that 
aimed  at  the  DeftruGion  of  the^ 
greateft  l-art  of  what  he  was 
worth. — However,  he  happily 
returned  Time  enough  to  fruf- 
trate  their  villainous  Intentions. 
In  the  Year  1731  he  met  with 
a  fevere  Shock  by  the  Lofs  of  his 
Lady.,  with  whom  he  had  pafled. 
upwards  of  twenty  happy  Years^  ^ 
and  to  whom  he  had  ever  had  the 
fincereft  and  tendered  Attach- 
ment.—The  Thought  of  the  fol- 
lowijig  Epitaph,  which  he  wrote 
on  her,  is  original  and  entirely 
poetical. 

Enough,  co'd Stone  ! — Si,:ffiL-e  her 

long-lo^Sd  Name  : 
Words  are  too  tveak  to  fay  her 

Virtue'' %  Claim,-'— 
Temples.,  and  Tombs,  and  Tongues 

[ball  luafic  aivay  ; 
And  Fonur's  i>ain    Pomp,     in 

mould' ring  Dufi  dec-y  ; 
But  e'er  Mankind  a  Wife  more 

perfctl  fee, 
Eternity,    0  Time!    (}:all  bury 

thee. 

Mr.  Bill,  after  this,  continued 

in  Lo'^don  and  an  Intercourfe  with 

[  R  ]  the 
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the  Public,  till  about  the  Year 
173S,  when  he,  in  a  Manner, 
•withdrew  himfelf  from  the  World, 
by  retiring  to  Plaijltnv  in  EJfeXy 
where  he  devoted  himfelf  entirely 
to  Study,  and  the  Cultivation  of 
his  Family  and  Garden.  Yet  the 
Concerns  of  the  Public  became 
by  no  Means  a  Matter  of  Indif- 
ference to  hiiTi  }  for,  even  in  this 
Retirement,  he  clofely  applied  to 
the  bringing  to  Perfection  many 
profitable  Improvements.  —  One 
more  particularly  he  lived  to  com- 
pleat,  tho'  not  to  reap  any  Benefit 
from  it  himfelf,  'viz,.  the  Art  of 
making  Pot-Aih  equal  to  that 
broiught  from  Ru£]a,  to  which 
Place  an  immenfe  Sum  of  Mo- 
ney ufed  annually  to  be  fent  from 
thcfe  Kingdoms  for  that  Article 
alone. — In  his  Solitude  he  wrote 
and  publifhed  feveral  poetical 
Pieces,  particularly  an  Heroic 
Poem,  entitled  the  Fanciad,  ano- 
ther of  the  fame  Kind,  called 
the  Impartial,  a  ¥oetn  ufov  Faith y 
and  three  Books  of  an  Epic  Poem 
which  he  had  rrany  Years  before 
begun,  on  the  Story  of  Gideon,-^ 
He  al<b  tranflated  and  adapted  to 
{hcErglip  Stage  M<?^/  deVfltaire^i 
Tragedy  of  Mercpe,  which  was  the 
laft  Work  he  lived  to  compleat  5 
for,  fro.!,  about  tlie  Time  he  was 
foUiciting  the  bringing  it  on  the 
Stage, -an  Ilinefs  feizedhim,  from 
the  tormenti' g  Pains  of  which  he 
had  fcarce  an  Hour's  Intermifiionj 
and,  after  trying,  in  vain,  all  the 
A.ids  that  Medicine  couJd  afiord 
him,  he  at  iaft  returned  to  Lon- 
don, in  Hopes  that  his  native  Air 
might  have  proved  beneficial  to 
htm  ;  but,  alar  !  he  was  paft  Re- 
covery, being  waited  almoft  to  a 
Skeleton,  from  fome  internal 
Caufe,  which  had  occafioned  a 
general  Decay,  and  was  believed 
to  be  an  Inflammation  in  the 
ICidneys,  the  Foundation  of  which 


H  I 

moft  probably  had  been  laid  by 
his  intenfe  and  indefatigable  Ap- 
plication to  his   Studies. He 

juft  lived  to  fee  his  Tragedy  in- 
troduced to  the  Public,  but  the 
Day  before  it  was.  by  Command 
of  Frcde'ic  Prince  of  Wales,  to 
have  been  rcpreknted  for  his  Be- 
nefit, he  died,  in  the  very  Mi- 
nute of  the  Earthquake,  Feb.  8. 
1740.-50,  of  the  Shock  of  which, 
tho'  fpeecbiefs.    he  appeared  fen- 

fible. This   Event    happened 

within  two  Days  of  the  full  Com- 
plei'on  of  his  fixly-fifth  Year, 
the  laft  Twelvemonth  of  which 
he  had  paflcd  in  the  utmoft 
Torment  of  Body,  but  with  a 
Calmnefs  and  Refignation  that 
gave  Teftimony  of  the  moft  un- 
ftaken  Fortiluf'e  of  Soul. — He 
was  interred  near  Lord  Godol- 
phins  Monument,  in  the  great 
Cioifter  of  Wiftminfcr- Abbey,  in 
the  fame  Grave  with  her,  who 
had,  while  living,  been  the  dear- 
eft  to  him. 

With  Regard  to  Mr.  i7/7/'s  pri- 
vate Charafter,  he  was  in  every 
Refpeft  perfeftly  amiable. — His 
Perfon  was,  in  his  Youth,  ex- 
tremely fair  and  handfome, — He 
was  tail,  not  too  thin,  ypt  gen- 
teelly made. — His  Eyes  were  3 
dark  Blue,  bright  and  penetra- 
ting ;  his  Hair  brown,  and  hia 
Face  oval.' — His  Countenance  was 
moft  generally  animated  by  a 
Smile,  whidh-was  more  particu- 
larly diftinguifhable  whenever  he 
entered  into  Convcrfation  ,•  in  the 
doing  which  his  Addrefs  was  moft 
engagingly  affable,  yet  mingle4^, 
with  a  native  unaffiimed  Dignitj;^* 
which  render'd  him  equally  the 
Objed  of  Admiration  and  Re- 
fpe^,  with  thofe  who  had  the 
Pleafure  of  his  Acquaintance.— - 
His  Voice  was  fweet,  and  his 
Convcrfation  elegant  j  and  fo  ex- 
tenfive  was  his  Knowledge  in  all 
S*bje<fts,. 
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Subje£ls,  that  fcarcely  any  could 
occur  on  which  he  did  not  acquit 
Himfelf  in   a  moft  mafterly  and 
entertaining  Manner. — FJis  Tem- 
per,   tho'  naturally  warm  when 
rouz'd   by  Injuries,  was  equally 
noble  in    a  Readinefs  to  forgive 
them  J    and  fo   much  inclinable 
was  he  to  repay  Evil  with  Good, 
that  he  frequently  exercifed  that 
Chriftian  Leflbn,  even  to  the  Pre- 
judice of  his  own  Circumftances. 
—He  was   a  generous  Mafter,  a 
fincere    F.iend,     an    aftlflionate 
Hufband,    and  an  indulgent  and 
tender  Parent ;     and    mdeed,    fo 
benevolent  was  his  Difpofition  in 
general,  even  beyond  the  Power 
of  the    Fortune   he   was   blefTed 
with,  that  the  Calamities  of  thofe 
he  knew,   and  valued  as   deferv- 
ing,    afFeifled    hitn    more  deeply 
than  his   own. — In  Confequence 
of  this  we  find   him   beftowing 
the  Profits  of  many  of  his  Works 
for  the  Relief  of  his  Friends,  and 
particularly    his    dramatic   ones, 
none  of  which   he  could  ever  be 
{)revailed  on  to  accept  of  a  Bene- 
fit for  till  at  the  very  Clofe  of  his 
Life,  when.  Oh  Grief  !  his  nar- 
row Circumftances  compelled  him 
to  foUicit  the  a£ling  of  his  Me- 
rnpe,    for  the  Relief  of  its  Author 
from    thofe   Difficulties,    out    of 
which    he    had    frequently   been 
the  generous  Inftrument  of  extri  - 
eating    others. — His    Manner  of 
living  was  temperate  to  the  great- 
eft  Degree  in  every  Refpefl  but 
that  of  late  Hours,  which,  as  the 
Night  is   lefs  liable  to   Interrup- 
tions than  the  Day,  his  indefati- 
gable  Love   of  Study    frequertly 
drew  him  into. — No  Labour  de- 
terr'd  him  from   the  Profecution 
of  any  Defign  which  appeared  to 
hint!  to  be  praife- worthy  and  fea- 
fible  ;    nor  was  it  in  the  Power 
of  the  greateft  Misfortunes   (and, 
indeed,  from  his  Birth,  he  feem- 
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ed  deftined  to  encounter  many)  to 
overcome,  or  even  fhake  his  For- 
titude of  Mind. 

As  a  Writer,   he  muft  be  al- 
lowed to  ftand   in  a  very  exalted 

Rank  of  Merit. Th  •  greateft 

Elevation  of  Thought  and  Dig- 
nity of  Sentiment  j  the  ftrongeft 
Powers  of  affeding  the  Mind  and 
alarming  the  Paffions  5  a  Fancy, 
which  took  its  Flight  on  the 
moft  unlimited  Pinions  j  and  an 
Originality  of  Expreflion,  which 
true  Genius  alone  could  be  capa- 
ble of,  are  the  ftriking  Charafte- 
riftics  of  Mr.  HilVs  Writings. — 
And  altho'  it  may  be  confefied 
that  the  rigid  Correftnefs,  with 
which  he  conftantly  reperufed  his 
Works  for  Alteration,  the  fre- 
quent Ufe  of  compound  Epith?ts, 
and  an  Ordo  Verbofum  in  great 
Meafure  peculiar  to  himfelf,  have 
juftly  laid  him  open  to  the  Charge 
of  being,  in  fome  Places,  rather 
too  turgid,  and  in  others  fome- 
what  obfcure ;  yet,  the  nervous 
Power  we  find  in  them,  will 
furely  attone  for  the  former 
Fault,  and,  as  to  the  latter,  the 
intrinfic  Sterling  Senfe  we  con- 
ftantly find  on  a  clofe  Examination 
of  every  Paffage  of  his  Writings, 
ought  to  make  us  overlook  our 
having  been  obliged  to  take  fome 
little  Pains  in  digging  thro'^  the 
Rock  in  which  it  was  contained. 
— As  I  have,  however,  in  this 
Place,  nothing  to  do  with  any 
but  his  dramatic  Writings,  the 
Reader  may  fee  a  compleat  Cata- 
logue of  them  in  the  following 
Lift,  'ui-xi. 

1.  Alzira.     Trag- 

2.  Athelwold.   Trag.  (al« 

ter'd  from  Elf  rid.) 

3.  Elfrip.    Trag. 

4.  Tatall^tjion.     Trag. 

5.  Men'py  V.     Trag^. 

6.  hifohent.     Trag. 

7.  Merope.     Trag, 

[  R  2  j  Z.  Mufa 
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2.  Mufes in  Mourning.  Opera, 
9.  R1NA1.DO.     Ita],  Opera, 
(the  Plan  only  laid  by  this 
Author.) 
IC.  Roman  Revenge.     Trag. 
ii.  Saul,     Trag. 
3  2.   St:ake  in  the  Grafs.    Dram. 

Entertainment. 
J 3.   Trick  upon  Trick.     Com. 
?4.   IValking  Statue.  ^  Farce. 
15.   Zara.      Trag, 
Our  Author  feems  to  have  lived 
in  perfeft  Harmony  with  all  the 
Writers   of    his   Time   excepting 
Mr.  Pope,  with  whom  he  had   a 
ftort   Paper  War,    occafioned   by 
thatGentleman's  introducing  him 
in    the  Dunciad,    as   one   of  the 
Competitors  for  the  Prize  otter'd 
by  the  Goddefs  of  Dulneis,  in  the 
following  Lines. 

Tbm  Hill  ejjay'' d\  fcarce  •vaiup' d 

out  of  Sight, 
He  buoys  up  infiant,   and  returns 

^  to  Light ; 
Me  bears   no  Token  of  the  fabler 

Streams, 
And  mounts,  far  offy    among  the 

Sivans  of  Thames. 

This,  though  far  the  gentleft 
Piece  of  Satire  in  the  whole  Poem, 
and  conveying  at  the  fame  Time 
an  oblique  Compliment,  rous'd 
Mr.  Hill  to  the  taking  fome  No- 
tice of  it,  which  he  did  by  a  Poem, 
written  during  his  Peregrination  in 
the  North,  entitled.  The  Progrefs 
of  Wit,  a  Caveat  for  the  life  of  an 
eminent  Writer,  which  he  begins 
with  the  following  eight  Lines, 
in  which  Mr.  Pope\  too  well- 
known  Difpofition  is  elegantly, 
yet  very  feverely  charafterized. 

Tuneful  A  l  E  x  j  s,  o;?  /ireThames' 

fair  Side, 
The  Ladies'"  Play-thing,  and  the 

Mufe's  Pride  3 
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With  Merit  popular,  nvith  Wit 

polite, 
Eafy,    tho""   vain,    and  elegant^ 

tho''  light  5 
Defiring,  and  deferving  otber''s 

Praife, 
Poorly  accepts  a  Fame  he  ne'er 

repays  : 
Unborn  to  cherifh,    sneaking- 

LY    APPROVES, 

And  ivants  the  Soul  to  fpread  the 
Worth  he  loves. 

The  "  fiieakingly  approves,''''  in 
the  laft  Couplet,  Mr.  Pope  v/as 
much  affe'iled  by  5  and,  indeed, 
thro'  their  whole  Controverfy  af- 
terwards, in  which  it  Vv^as  gene- 
rally thought  Mr.  Hill  had  confi- 
derably  the  Advantage,  Mr.  Pope 
feems  rather  to  exprefs  his  Re- 
pentance by  denying- the  Offence, 
than  to  vindicate  himfeif,  fuppo- 
fing  it  to  have  been  given. 

Hill,  Dr.  John.— This  Gen- 
tleman, who  may  very  juftly  be 
efteemed  as  a  Phoenomenon  in 
Literary  Hiftory,  is  yet  living, 
and  perhaps  one  of  the  mofi:  volu- 
minous Writers  that  this  or  any- 
other  Age  has  produced  j  yet,  on 
an  Examination  of  h^s  Works,  it 
will,  1  am  afraid,  appear,  that 
he  has  jud-  inverted  that  Senti- 
ment 0? Horace,  which  his  Name- 
Sake  laft-mentioned  chofe  for  the 
Motto  of  his  Fatal  Vifion,  and  that 
the  Do^^'s  Maxim  will  appear 
the  direfl  contrary  to  the 

I  mt    for    vulgar    Admiration 

ivrite  ; 
To  be  well  read,    not  much,    is 

my  De'.ight. 

but  of  this  more  hereafter. — He 
is  the  fecond  Son  of  one  Mr.The- 
ophilus  Hill,  a  Clerg-yman,  if  I 
miftake  not,  of  either  Peterbo- 
rough or  Spalding. — The  Year  of 
our 
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*ur  Author's  Birth  I  am  not  ab- 
foluteJyafccrtaincd  of,  but  fhould, 
from  a  CoJle6lion  of  Circum- 
flances,  be  apt  to  conclude  it  a- 
lout  '716  or  1717,  as  in  the  Year 
1740  we  find  him  engaged  in  a 
Cuntroverfy  with  Mr,  Rich,  in 
Regard  to  a  Jittle  Opera  called 
Orpheus  and  Euridice,  in  which 
much  perfonal  Abufe  appeared  on 
both  Sides. — He  was  originally 
bound  Apprentice  to  an  Apothe- 
cary, after  ferving  his  Time  to 
whom,  he  let  up  in  that  Profef- 
fion  in  a  little  Shop  in  St.  Mar- 
tin %  Lane  j  but.  having  very  early 
incumbered  hiirfelf  with  the 
Cares  of  a  Family,  by  an  hafty 
Marri-Hge  with  a  young  Woman 
of  no  Fortiv-.e,  the  Daughter  of 
one  Mr.  Tanver,  who  was  Houf- 
holci  Steward  to  the  late  Earl  of 
Bnilingiun,  aJid  whom  be  fell  in 
Love  with  at  a  Dancing,  he  found 
the  little  Bufinefs  he  hr;d  in  his 
Profef?iun  infufficient  for  the  Sup- 
port of  it,  and  therefo  e  was  ob- 
liged to  apply  to  other  Refources 
to  help  out  the  ,^ooi-  Pittance  he 
could  obtain  by  iiis  regular  Avo- 
cation.— Having,  during  his  Ap- 
prenticeihip,  regularly  attended 
on  the  Botanical  Lectures  which 
are  periodically  given  under  the 
Patronage  of  the  Company  of 
Apothecaries,  and  being  poffefTed 
of  quick,  natural  Paits  and  ready 
Abilities,  he  bad  made  himfelf  a 
very  compleat  Mafter  of  the  prac- 
tical, and  indetd  the  theoretical 
Part  alfo,  of  Botany  ,  and,  hav- 
ing procured  a  Recommendation 
to  the  late  Duke  of  Richmond, 
and  the  Lord  Petre,  two  Noble- 
men, whofe  Love  of  Science  and 
conftant  Encouragement  of  Ge-.. 
nius,  ever  did  Honour  to  their 
Country,  he  was  by  them  em- 
ployed in  the  Regulation  of  their 
refpe£live  botanic  Gardens,  and 
the  Arrangement  of  certain  cu- 
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rious  dried  Plants,  which  they 
were  in  Poffi/Tiun  of. —  Affifted 
by  the  Gratuities  he  received 
from  thefe  Noblemen,  he  was 
enabled  to  put  a  Scheme  in  Exe- 
cution of  crave  ling  over  feveral 
Parts  of  this  Kingdom,  to  gather 
certain  of  the  nriore  rare  and  un- 
common Plants  J  a  feled  Num- 
ber of  which,  prepared  in  a  pe- 
culiar Manner,  he  propofed  to 
publiib,  as  it  were,  by  Subfcrip- 
tion,  at  a  certain  Price. — The 
Labour  and  Expences  attending 
on  an  Undertaking  of  this  Kind, 
however,  being  very  great,  and 
the  Number  of  even  probable 
Purchafers  very  few,  the  Emolu- 
ments accruing  to  him  from  all 
his  Induftry,  which  was  indeed 
indefatigable,  were  by  no  Means 
adequate  either  to  his  Expeifta- 
tions  or  his  Merits. — The  Stage 
now  prefented  itfelf  to  him  as  a 
Soil  in  which  Genius  might  ftand 
a  Chance  of  flourifhing.  —  But 
this  Plan  proved  like  wife  abor- 
tive, and,  after  two  or  three  un- 
fuccefsful  Atternpis  at  the  Little 
Thea  re  in  ^litHaymarket,  and  the 
Theatie  Royal  in  Covent  Garden^  . 

(particularly  in  the  Charadfer  of  ' 

the  fecond  Spirit  of  Comus,  which 
he  performed  during  the  firft  Run 
of  that  Mafque,  as  alter'd  by  Dr. 
Dalton,  and  in  the  Dramatic  Per- 
jona  of  which  Mr.  EiW%  Nam« 
may  to  this  Day  be  feen)  he  was 
obliged  to  relinquifh  his  Pretcn*. 
fions  to  the  Sock  and  Bufkin,  and 
apply  again  to  his  Botanical  Ad- 
vantages, and  his  Buiinefs  as  an 
Apothecary. 

During  the  Courfe  of  thefe  Oc- 
currences, be  was  introduced  to 
the  Acquaintance  of  Martin 
Folkes,  Efqj  the  late  Prefident  of 
the  Royal  Society,  to  Dr.  Alex- 
ander Stuart,  Mr.  Henry  Baker^ 
F.  R.  S.  and  many  other  Gen- 
tlemen eminent  iu    the  literary 

[  R  3  J  and 
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and  philofophical  Worlc,  bv  all 
of  whom  he  was  received  and 
entertained,  on  every  Occafion, 
with  the  utmoft  Candour  and 
Warmth  of  FriendHiipj  being 
efteemed  as  a  young  Man  «f  very 
confiderable  Abilities,  ftruggling 
with  the  moft  laudable  Affiduity 
againft  the  Stream  of  Misfortune, 
yet,  with  a  Degree  of  bafliful 
Diffidence,  which  feemed  an  un- 
furmountable  Bar  to  his  ever  be- 
ing able  to  ftem  the  Torrent,  or 
make  that  Figure  in  Life  which 
his  Merit  juftly  entitled  him  to. 
—In  this  Point  of  View  Mr. 
Hill  appeared  for  a  confiderable 
Time,  admitted  to  every  literary 
Affembly,  efieem'd  and  caieffed 
by  all  the  Individuals  which  com- 
pofed  them,  yet  indigent  and  dif- 
trefs'd,  and  fometimes  put  to 
Difficulties  for  the  obtaining  even 
the  common  Neceflaries  of^Life, 
At  length,  about  the  Year  1745 
or  1746,  at  which  Time  he  had 
a  trifling  Appointment  of  Apo- 
thecary to  a  Regiment  or  two  in 
the  Savoy,  he  tranflated  from  the 
Creek  a  frnall  Traft,  written  by 
Theo^rkrajius,  on  Stones  and  Gems, 
•which,  by  the  Addition  of  a  great 
Number  of  very  judicious  and  cu- 
rious Notes,  he  enlarged  into  an 
Oftavo  Volume  of  three  Shillings 
and  Six-pence  Price,  ^vhich  form- 
ed almoft  a  compleat  Syftem  of 
that  Branch  of  Natural  Hiftory. 
— This  Work  he  publifted  by 
Subfcripticn  ,  and ,  being  ex- 
tremely well  executed,  and  as 
firongly  recommended  by  all  his 
literary  Friends,  it  not  only  an- 
swered his  Expeftations  from  it 
with  Pvcfpea:  to  pecuniary  Ad- 
vantages, but  alfo  efiabli/hed  a 
Reputation  for  him  as  a  Writer, 
in  Confeq-oence  of  whii  h  he  was 
immediately  engaged  in  V/orks 
of  more  Extent,  and  of  greater 
Importance.— The  iirft  Work  he 
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undertcok  was  a  general  Natural 
Hifl-ory,  in  three  Volumes,  Folio, 
the  firft  of  which,  exclufiveofo- 
ther  Wricings,  he  compkated  in 
lefs  than  a  Twelve-Month.— He 
was  alfo  engaged,  in  Conjunaion 
with  George  Leiois  Scott,  Efq;  in 
a  Supplement  to  Chambers's  Dic- 
tionary.  He  took  on  him  the 

Management  of  a  Monthly  Pub- 
lication, entitled  the  Britijh  Ma- 
gazine, in  which  he  wrote  a  great 
Variety  of  EfTays  on  different  Sub- 
jefls  ;  and  was  at  the  fame  Time 
concerned  in  many  other  Works. 
— In  fliort,  the  Rapidity  of  his 
Pen  was  aftonifhing,  nor  will  it 
perhaps  readily  gain  Credit  with 
Pofterity,  that  while  he  was  thus 
employed  in  feveral  very  volumi- 
nous Concerns  at  one  Time,  fom.e 
of  which  were  on  Subjects  which 
feemed  to  claim  fingly  the  whole 
of  his  Attention,  and  which  he 
brought  to  Perfe<ftion  with  an 
Expedition  thst  is  fcarcely  to  be 
conceived,  he  folely,  and  without 
any  AlTiilance,  carried  on  a  daily 
periodical  EiTay,  under  the  Title 
of  the  InjppBor. — Nor  was  this 
the  only  extraordinary  Circum- 
ftance  attending  on  it  5  for,  not- 
withftanding  all  this  Employ- 
ment, fo  much  Leifure  did  he 
find  Means  ever  to  referve  to 
himfelf,  that  he  was,  at  the 
fana^  Time,  a  conftant  Frequen- 
ter of  every  Place  of  Public  A- 
mufement.  —  No  Play,  Opera, 
Ball  or  Aflem.bly,  but  Mr.  Hill 
was  iure  to  be  {^tr\  at,  where  he 
colledled,  by  Wholefale,  a  great 
Variety  of  private  Intrigue  and 
perfonal  Scan  al,  which  he  as 
freely  retailed  again  to  the  Pub- 
lic, in  his  hfpeclors  and  Maga- 
zines. 

But  now  a  Difpofition  began 
to  fhew  itfelf  in  this  Gentleman, 
which  rhofe,  who  had  been  the 
moft  intimate  with  him  in  his 
I  earlier 
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earlier  Parts  of  Life,  could  never 
have  fufpeded  in  him,  'vix,  an 
unbounded  Share  of  Vanity  and 
Self-Sufficiency,  which  had  for 
Years  lain  dormant  behind  the 
IVIaik  of  their  direft  oppofite  Qua- 
lities of  Humility  and  Diffidence  3 
a  Pride,  which  was  perpetually 
laying  Claim  to  Homage  by  no 
'Means  his  Due,  and  a  Vindic- 
tivenefs,  which  never  could  for- 
give the  Refufal  of  it  to  him. — 
Hence  it  was  that  perfonai  Abufe 
^nd  the  moft  licentious  and  un- 
candid  Scurrility  continually  flow- 
ed from  his  Pen  5  every  Afiront, 
tho'  ever  fo  trivial,  which  his 
Pride  met  with,  being  affuredly 
revenged  by  a  public  Attack  on 
the  Morals,  Underftandings  or 
Peculiarities  of  the  Perfon  from 
>vhom  it  had  been  received. — In 
Confequence  of  this  Difpofition 
we  find  him  very  frequently  en- 
gaged in  perfonai  Difputes  and 
Quarrels.  —  Particularly  in  one 
with  an  Inp  Gentleman,  of  the 
Name  of  Broivne,  who,  on  find- 
ing himfelf  univerfally  confidered 
as  the  Perfon  intended  by  a  very 
ridiculous  Charafter  drawn  in  one 
of  the  InjpeEiors,  thought  proper 
to  beftow  fo«ne  Correftion  on  him, 
not  of  the  gentleft  Kind,  in  the 
public  Gardens  oiRanelagh,  which 
however  Mr.  Hill  does  not  appear 
to  have  replied  to  with  any  other 
Weapon  but  his  Pen. — He  alfo 
engaged  himfelf  in  a  littJe.  Paper 
War  with  Mr.  Woodnuard,  the 
Comedian,  in  Confequence  of  an 
Infult  that  Gentleman  received, 
in  the  Execution  of  his  Profef- 
iion,   from  a  Gentleman  in  one  of 

the  Eoxes Mr.   ¥iill  was   alfo 

extremel  bufy  in  the  Oppofiti.  n 
againft  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Field- 
ing, in  that  intricate  and  inex- 
plicable Affair  of   Elizabeth  Can- 

r.ing. But  the  moft  important 

Conteft  he  was  ever  concerned  in 
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was  his  Attack  on  the  Roy^l 
Society  of  London,  which,  ,^s 
his  Writings  on  the  Subjeft  are 
of  fome  Extent,  and  may  b,e 
handed  down  to  Pofterity  when 
the  Caufe  of  them  is  for2£>tten,  it 
will  not,  perhaps,  be  difagreeable 
to  my  Reade:j,  if  I  take  up  a 
fmall  Portion  of  their  Time  in  ^3 
Letail  of  the  Origin  and  Progrefs 
of  it, 

V/hen  Mr.  Hill  had  ftarted  all 
at  once,  as  I  have  before  related, 
from  a  State  of  Indigence  and 
Diftefs,  to  tafte  the  Comforts  of 
very  confiderable  Emoluments 
from  his  Labour,  giddy  with  Suc- 
cefs,  and  elated,  beyond  Bounds, 
with  the  warm  Sunfhme  of  Prof- 
peri  ty,    he   feemed   to   be    feized 

yvith  a  Kind  of  Infatuation. 

Vanity  took  entire  Pofi'effion  of 
his  Bofom,  and  banifljed  from 
thence  every  Confideration  but  of 
Self. — His  Converfation  turn'd  on 
littie  elfe,  and  even  his  very  Wri- 
tings were  tainted  with  perpetual 
Details  of  every  little  Occurrence 
that  happened  to  him.— ~A  Paf- 
fion  forDrefs,  Shew  and  Parade, 
the  natural  Attendants  on  Self- 
Love,  now  broke  forth  j  he  fet 
up  his  Chariot,  and,  profeffing  to 
affume  the  Charaftcr  of  a  meer 
Man  of  Pleafure,  Gallantry  and 
Bun  Ton,  affefted  to  exprefs,  on 
every  Occafion,  the  higheft  Con- 
tempt for  Bufinefs  and  the  drier 
Kinds  of  Study  —His  Raillery 
both  in  Company  and  in  his  Wri- 
tings frequently  turned  on  thofe 
who  clofely  attached  themfeives 
to  Philofuphical  Inveftigations, 
more  efpeciaJiy  in   the  Branches 

of  Natural   Philofophy. -The 

Common  Place  Wit  of  abufing 
•the  Medal-Scraper,  the  Butterfly- 
Hunter,  the  Cockle-Shell-Mer- 
chant,  &c.  now  appeared  in  fome 
of  his  Magazines  and  Injpifiorsy 
and  in  two  or  three  Places  he 
eyea 
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even  indulged  fome  diftant  Glance* 
cf  Satire  at  the  Royal  Society.- — 
Notwithfianding  which,  however, 
when  the  Supplement  to  Gjarn- 
iers's  DiBionary  was  nearly  fi- 
niflied,  the  Proprietors  of  that 
Work ,  very  fenfibie  of  the 
Weight  which  ar  F.  R.  S.  an- 
nexed to  the  Author's  Name,  ever 
has  in  the  Recommendation  of  a 
Work  of  that  Nature,  were  very 
defirous  that  Mr.  Hill  (who  had 
juft  before  this  purchafed  a  Di- 
ploma for  the  Degree  of  Doctor 
of  Phyfic  from  the  Scotch  Uni- 
verfuy  cf  St.  Avdrcwi)  fhould 
alfo  have  this  Addition  as  well  as 
Mr.  Scott^  his  Colleague  in  the 
Work. — In  Confequence  of  this 
their  Defign,  the  new  Dr.  \.ill 
procured  Mr.  Scott  to  propofe  him 
for  Eledlion  into  that  h  i?ourable 
Body  i  but  the  Doaor's  Conduft 
for  fome  Time  paft  having  been 
fuch  as  had  render'd  him  the  Ob- 
jeft  of  Contempt  to  fome,  of 
Difguft  to  others,  and  of  Ridicule 
to  almoft  all  the  reft  of  his  for- 
mer grave  and  philofophica!  Ac- 
quaintances, he  now  ftood  but  a 
very  indifferent  Chanfje  for  car- 
rying an  Eledion,  where  an  Op- 
pofition  tf  one  third  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  reje£l  the  Candidate^  and 
as  the  failing  in  that  Attempt 
jmight  have  done  our  Author 
more  effential  Prejudice  than  the 
fucceeding  in  it  could  even  have 
brought  him  Advantage,  the  late 
ingenious  and  worthy  Prefidcnt 
Martin  Folkes,  Efqj  whofe  Re- 
membrance muft  ever  live  in  the 
higheft  Eflimation  with  all  who 
ever  had  the  Honour  of  knowing 
him,  notwithftanding  that  Dr. 
Jlill  had  given  him  perfonal  Oc- 
cafion  of  Offence  againft  him, 
yet,  with  the  utmoft  Gencrofity 
and  Candour,  advifed  Mr.  Scott 
to  difiuade  his  Friend,  for  his 
sropn  Sake^  agaiaft  a  Defign  which 
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then  appeared  fo  little  Probabf- 

lity  of  his  fucceeding  in This 

Advice,  however,  Dr.  BJIly  in- 
ftead  of  confidering  it  in  the  ge- 
nerous Light  it  was  meant,  m.f- 
interpreted  into  a  prejudiced  Op- 
pofuion  againft  his  Intereft  ;  and 
would  have  perfifted  in  his  In- 
tention even  in  Defptght  of  it, 
had  not  his  being  unable  to  ob- 
tain the  Subfcription  of  the  re- 
quifite  Number  of  Members  to 
his  Recommendation ,  obliged 
him  to  lay  it  afide,  from  a  Con- 
vidion  that  he  could  not  expedl 
to  carry  an  Ele6lion  in  a  Body 
compofed  of  three  hundred  Mem- 
bers, of  which  he  could  not  pre- 
vail on  three  to  fet  their  Names> 
to  the  barely  recommending  him 

as  a  Can:idate. Th^s   difap- 

pointed,  his  Vanity  piqued,  and 
his  Pride  lower'd,  no  Relief  was 
left  him  but  railing  and  Scurri- 
lity, for  which  Purpofe,  declaring 
open  War  with  the  Society  in 
general,  he  firft  publiHied  a  Pam- 
phlet, entitled  A  Diffmution  on 
Royal  Societies,  in  a  Letter  from  a 
Sclavonian  Nobleman  in  London 
to  his  Friend  in  Sda-vonia  which, 
befides  the  n-oft  ill-manner'd  and 
unjuft  Abufe  on  the  whole  learned 
Body,  he  had  been  juft  aiming, 
in  vain,  to  become  a  Member  of, 
is  interlarded  with  the  grofu;ft 
perfonal  Scurrility  on  the  Cha- 
raders  of  Mr.  i  Folka  and  Mr. 
Heyiry  Baka-,  tvio  Gentlemen  to 
whom  Dr.  Hill  had  formerly  been 
under  the  greateft  Obligations, 
and  whofe  refpeftive  Reputations 
in  both  the  moral  and  literary 
World,  had  long  been  too  firmly 
eftabliftied  for  the  weak  Efforts 
of  a  difappointed  Scribbler  to 
fhake  or  undermine. — Not  con- 
tented with  this,  he  proceeded  to 
compile  together  a  large  Quarto 
Volume,  &nX.\l\eA  A  Revienv  of  the 
Works  of  the  Royal  Society,  in 
which, 


H  I 

vvhich,  by  the  moil  unfair  Qm- 
tations,  Mutilations  and  Miire- 
prefentations,  Nuir.tersof  the  Pa- 
■pers,  read  in  that  illuftrious  Af- 
'fembly,  and  piib!il'hi:d  under  the 
Title  of  the  Pbilofopbicai  Tranjac- 
tions,  are  endeavoured  to  be  ren- 
dered ridiculous, — This  Work  is 
u/hered  into  the  World  with  a 
nioft  abufive  and  infamous  Dedi  - 
cation  to  Martin  FoIkes,'Ei'q^  againft 
whom  and  the  afore-JBentioned 
Mr.  HcKry  Baker,  the  Weight  of 
this  furious  Attack  was  chitfly 
aimed,  fxnce  of  the  fzw  other  Au 
thors,  who  have  been  dragged  in 
to  fufFer  the  La/h  of  the  Doclor's 
Abufe,  much  the  greatefl  Part 
of  them  feem  to  have  had  no 
Claim  to  his  Refentment,  but 
that  of  being  Cor^-efpondents  of, 
or  their  Pieces  beii^g  communi- 
cated by,  one  or  the  other  of 
thefe  Gentlemen. — -But  here  a- 
gain  Dr.  Hi/l  met  with  a  Difap- 
"pointment  5  for  the  Pcrfons,  whom 
he  had  thus  unjuftly  and  ungrate- 
fully attacked,  being  greatly  a 
hove  the  Reach  of  his  Malice  he 
found  the  ill  Eff-fts  of  ii,  like  a 
recoiling  Piece,  revert  on  hinnfelf ; 
the  World,  infi:ead  of  laughing 
with  him,  defpifed  him  5  inofe, 
who  would  have  othejwife  been 
the  pri'tcipal  Purchafers  of  his 
PhiK  foph  cal  Writings,  were  now 
too  mu.h  exafperated  to  afford 
him  the  leaft  Encouragement  or 
AfTiftance. — By  giving  lo  ample  a 
Scope  to  perfonal  Slander  and 
fcurrilous  Abufe  ifi  fome  of  his 
Works,  and  by  his  too  great 
Hurry  and  the  Impoffibility  of 
giving  a  proper  Digeftion  to  o- 
thers,  he  made  himfelf  fo  many 
perfonal  Enemies  on  the  one 
Hand,  and  wrote  himfelf  fo  out 
of  Repute,  both  with  the  Town 
and  the  Bookfellers,  on  the  other, 
that  at  length,  even  when  em- 
ployed by  the  latter,  he  was  ob- 


H  I 

liged,  by  Contraft,  to  conceal 
from  the  former  his  being  the 
Author,  from  the  Confideration 
that  his  very  Name  wasfufficient 
to  damp  the  Sale  of  any  Piece  to 
which  it  might  be  affixed, — This, 
however,  did  not  prevent  his  en- 
gaging in  many  Worlds,  tho'  not 
fo  voluminoufly  as  before,  till  at 
length  he  hit  upon  another  Me- 
tiiod  for  getting  Money,  which, 
as  I  am  informed,  ftill  continues 
to  bring  him  a  very  confiderable 
Income. — This  is  no  other  than 
tlie  Preparation  of  certain  fimple 
Pvl-dicinss,  whofe  EPrefts  are  ve- 
ry ferviceabie  in  many  Cafe?,  and, 
being  moftly  -f  tlie  vegetable 
Kind,  are,  I  believe,  very  inof- 
.fenfivs  in  all. — Thefe  Medicines, 
in  Confequence  of  conftant  Ad- 
vertifements  and  Puffing,  have 
had  a  very  extenfive  Sale  and 
Confumption,  and  are,  I  think, 
only  of  four  Sorts,  "vix.  The  Ef- 
fence  of  Water-Dock,  Tin&nre  of 
Valerian,  PeBoral  Balfam  of  Ho- 
ne\,  and  linBure  of  Bardana.—' 
Dr.  Kill  has,  for  fome  Time  paft, 
been  w;armly  patronized  by  the 
Earl  of  Bute,  thro'  whofe  Inter- 
cft,  I  have  been  informed,  he 
was  appointed,  about  two  Years 
ago,  to  the  Management  of  the 
Royal  Gardens,  but,  by  what 
Means  I  know  not,  the  Grant 
was  never  confirmed. — Under  that 
Nobleman's  Patronage,  and,  I 
believe,  at  his  Expence,  the  Doc- 
tor is  alfo  cow  publifhing  a  very 
pompous  and  voluminous  bota- 
nical Work,  entitled,  a  Syftem  of 
Botany,  of  which  five  Volumes  in 
Folio,  with  a  great  Number  of 
very  elegant  and  magnificent 
Copper-Plates,  have  already  ap- 
peared. 

And  now,  having  related  what 

peculiar    Circumftances     I   have 

been  able  to  colle6l  in  Regard  to 

hjs  Life,  it  may  be  expected  tljaC 

i  Jliouia 
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I  fltould  give  fome  Otfcrvations 
with  Refpea:  to  his  Charader  ; 
yet,  thefe  I  fhall  here  confine 
only  to  his  literary  one,  and  the 
Rank  of  Merit  which  his  Wri- 
tings ought  to  ftand  in. Dr. 

JiiWs  greateft  Enemies  cannot  de- 
ny that  he  is  Mafter  of  great  A- 
bilities,  and  an  amazing  Qu^ick- 
nefs  of  Parts.— The  Rapidity  of 
his  Pen  has  been  ever  aflonifh- 
ing,  and,  I  have  even  been  cre- 
dibly informed,  that  he  has  been 
known  to  receive,  within  one 
Year,  no  lefs  than  fifteen  hun- 
dred Pounds,  for  the- Works  of 
his  own  fingle  Pen,  which,  as  he 
was  never  in  fuch  Eftimation  as 
to  be  entitled  to  any  extraordinary 
Price  for  his  Copies,  is,  I  be- 
lieve, at  leaft  three  Times  as 
much  as  ever  was  made  by  any 
one  Writer  in  the  fame  Period  of 
Time. — But,  had  he  wrote  much 
lefs,  he  would  probably  have  been 
much  mote  read. — The  vaft  Va- 
riety of  Subjeds  he  has  handled, 
certainly  requir'd  fuch  a  Fund  of 
univerfal  Knowledge,  and  fuch  a 
boundlefs  Genius  as  were  never, 
perhaps,  known  to  center  in  any 
one  Man  5  and  therefore  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  if,  in  Regard 
to  fome,  he  appears  very  inaccu- 
rate, in  fome  very  fuperficial, 
and,  in  others,  very  in.idequate 
to_  the  Tafk  he  had  undertaken. 
His  Works,  in  the  Philofophical 
Way,  are  what  he  fijems  moft 
likely  to  have  purchafed  future 
Fame  by,  had  he  ailowed  himfelf 
Time  to  have  digcfted  the  Know 
ledge  he  was  pofleffed  <>f,  or  ad- 
hered to  that  Precifion  with  Re- 
gard to  Veracity,  which  the  Re- 
lation of  literary  Fafts  fo  rigidly 
demands.— His  Novels,  of  which 
he  has  written  many,  fuch  as  the 
Hiilory  of  Mr.  Lowill  (in  which 
he  had  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
tftc  World  he  had  given  it  the 
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Detail  of  his  own  LifeJ  The  Ad- 
ventures of  a  Creoie,  The  Life  of 
Lady  Frail,  &c.  have,  in  fome 
Parts  of  them,  Incidents  not  dif- 
agreeably  related,  but  the  moft  of 
them  are  no  more  than  Narra- 
tives of  private  Intrigues,  con- 
taining, throughout,  the  groflell 
Calumrfies,  and  aiming  at  the 
blackening  and  undermining  the 
private  Charafters  of  many  fe- 
fpeftable  and  amiable  Perfon- 
ages. — In  his  Eflays,  which  are 
by  much  the  beft  of  his  Wri- 
tings, there  is,  in  general,  a 
Livelinefs  of  Imagination,  and  a 
Prettinefs  in  the  Manner  of  ex- 
tending perhaps  fome  very  trivial 
Thought,  which,  at  the  firft  Coup 
D^Oeilf  is  pleafing  enough,  and 
may,  with  many,  be  miftaken 
for  Wit  J  but,  on  a  nearer  Exa- 
mination, the  imagined  Sterling 
will  be  found  to  dwindle  down 
into  meer  French  Plate, — A  con- 
tinued Ufe  of  fmart  fho:  t  Periods, 
bold  Affertions,  and  a  Rotain  of 
Egotiafms,  for  the  moil  Part  give 
a  glitter  to  them,  which,  how- 
ever, prefently  fallies  to  the  Eye, 
and  feidom  tempts  the  Speflatof 
to  a  fecond  Glance. — In  a  Word> 
the  utmofl  that  can  be  faid  of  Dr. 
Hi/I  IS,  thatiie  has  Talents,  but 
that  he  has,  in  the  general,  either 
greatly  mifapplied  them,  or  moft 
milerably/hackney'd  them  out. 

As  a  dramatic  Writer  he  ftands 
in  no  Eftimation,  nor  has  been 
known  in  that  View  by  any  Thing 
but  two  very  infignificant  little 
Pieces,  one  of  which  I  have 
mentioned  above.— Their  Titles 
are, 

1.  Orpheus  and,EuRiDicE^ 

Opera. 

2.  The  Rout.     Farce. 
Hd^CLY,    Dr.  Benjamin.'    •  - 

This  Gentleman  was  a  Dodor  of 

Phyfic,  and  eminent  in  his   Pro- 

fcfiion.— Ke  wcs  fecond  Son  of 

the 


' 
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the  great  Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadly, 
late  Lord  Birtiop  of  Winchejler.-^ 
The  Doctor  was,  in  his  private 
.Charafter,  an  amiable  humane 
Man,  and  an  agreeable  fprightly 
Companion. — In  his  Profe/Tion  he 
was  learned  and  judicious,  and, 
as  a  Writer,  there  needs  no  far- 
ther Teftimony  to  be  borne  to 
his  Merit,  than  the  very  pleafing 
Comedy  he  has  left  behind  him, 
and  which,  whenever  reprefent- 
ed,  continually  affords  frefh  Plea- 
fure  to  the  Audience. — We  fcarce 
have  need  to  mention  to  any  one, 
the  leaft  converfant  with  thea- 
trical Affairs,  that  we  mean 

The  Sufpicious  Hujband.  Com. 
Do(flor  Hoadly  died  about  the  Year 
1760. 

Ho  L  YD  AY,  Dr.  Barten.  •  • 
This  Gentleman  was  Son  of  one 
Thomas  Ho/yday,  a  Taylor,  and 
was  born  in  the  Parilh  of  y^//- 
Saints,  in  the  City  of  Oxford,  a- 
bout  the  latter  End  of  Queen  E/i- 

zaleth's   Reign. He  was  very 

early  entered  of  Chri/i  Church  in 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  during 
the  Time  of  Dr.  Bavis,  who  was 
not  only  his  Patron,  but  a  Rela- 
tion alfo.— In  this   College  he 

took  his  Degrees  of  Batchelorand 
Mafter  of  Arts,  and,  in  161 5, 
enter'd  into  Holy  Orders,  in 
which  his  Abilities  very  foon 
made  him  taken  Notice  of,  and 
render'd  him  a  very  popular 
Preacher. — He  foon  after  obtain- 
ed two  good  Livings^  both  of 
them  in  Oxfordfhire,  and,  in  the 
Year  1618,  he  went  as  Chaplain 
to  Sir  Francii  Steivart,  when  he 
accompanied,  to  his  own  Coun- 
try, the  famous  Count  Gundamore, 
who  had  been  many  Years  Am- 
baffador  from  the  Court  of  Spain 
to  that  0/  Englmd.-^—In  this 
Journey  the  Do£lof 's  facetious 
pnd  agreeable  Manner  greatly  in- 
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gratlated  him  in  the  Favour  of 
Count  Gundamore. 

Soon  after  his  Return  he  was 
appointed,  by  King  Charles  I.  as 
one  of  his  Chaplains,  and,  before 
1626,  fucceeded  Dr.  Bridget,  as 
Archdeacon  of  O;tf/'or^. —In  1642 
he  was,  by  Virtue  of  the  King's 
Letters,  created,  with  feveral  0- 
thers,  Dodlor  of  Divinity. — And 
now,  the  Rebellion  being  broke 
out,  he  fiieltered  himfelf  near 
Oxford^  but  very  foon  began  to 
give  Proofs  of  a  Want  of  Sted- 
faftnefs,  which  occafioned  him 
the  Blame  and  Cenfure  of  many 
of  his  ancient  Friends  among  the 
Clergy  i  the  moll  of  whom  chofe 
rather  to  live  in  Poverty  during 
the  Ufurpation,  than  by  a  mean 
Compliance  with  the  Times  to 
betray  the  Interefts  of  the  Church, 
and  the  Caufe  of  their  unhappy 
exil'd  Sovereign. — For,  when  he 
faw  the  Royal  Party  fo  far  decli- 
ning, that  their  Caufe  began  to 
appear  defperate,  he  thought  it 
the  moft  for  his  own  Interefl  to 
temporize,  and  appear  to  join  in 
with  the  prevailing  Power. 
Nay,  on  Oliver  CroTrnvelPt  being 
raifed  to  the  Proteftor/hip,  he 
even  fo  far  coincided  with  the 
Meafures  then  purfued,  as  to  fub- 
Bfiit  to  an  Examination  by  the 
Friars,  in  order  to  his  being  in- 
duded  into  the  Reftory  of  SbiU 
ton  in  Berkjhirc,  which  had  been 
vacated  by  the  Ejeftment  of  one 
Thomas  Laivrence,  on  Account  of 
his  being  mn  Compos  Mentis. — He 
lived,  however,  to  fee  the  Refto- 
ration  of  King  Charles  II.  in  Con- 
fequence  of  which  Event  the 
Doftor  threw  up  the  Living  he 
had  held  under  the  Proreftor,  and 
returned  to  Eijley  near  Oxford,  to 
live  on  his  Archdeaconry,  and, 
it  is  thought,  that  had  he  fur- 
vived,  his  Poetry,  and  the  Fame 
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of  his  Learning  and  Abilities, 
gave  him  Co  fair  a  Chance  for 
Preferment,  that,  nolwithftand- 
ing  his  having  adled  a  tempori- 
zing Part,  which  had  greatly  in- 
jured him  with  the  Royahfts,  it 
was  probable  he  would  foon  have 
been  raifed  to  a  Bifhoprick,  or 
at  the  leaft  to  a  very  rich  Dea- 
nery.— But  the  irrefiftable  Mo- 
narch fummoned  him  away  from 
the  Village  of  Eijley,  on  the  2d 
Day  of  Oc?.  1661. — Three  Days 
after  v/hich  he  was  interred  at 
the  Foot  of  Bifliop  King's.  Mo- 
nument, under  the  South  Wall 
of  the  Ifle,  joining,  on  the  South 
Side,  to  xhtChokoiCbriJi  Church 
Cathedral,  near  the  Remains  of 
William  Cartivrigbt  and  John  Gre- 
gory._ 

His  Writings  are  very  numer- 
ous both  in  the  cJaffical  and  the- 
ological V/ay,  but  he  has  only 
left  one  dramatic  Piece  behind 
him,  which  is  entitled, 

TEXNOrAMIA. 
Tf^ood  relates  an  Anecdote  in  Re- 
lation to  this  Play,  which  has 
fome  Humour  in  it,  and  there- 
fore may  not  prove  unentertain- 
ing  to  our  Readers. — He  tells  us 
that  this  Piece  had  been  pub- 
lickly  afted  in  Chrifi  Church  Hall, 
in  the  Year  1617,  but  with  no 
very  great  Applaufe. — But  that 
the  Wits  of  thofe  Times,  being 
willing  to  diftingui/lr  themfelves 
before  the  King,  were  refolved, 
with  Leave,  to  aft  the  fame  Co- 
medy at  JVoodfiock. — Permiffion 
being  obtained,  it  was  accordingly 
afted,  on  Sunday  Evening,  Aug. 
'J.6,  1621. — But,  whether  it  was 
too  grave  for  his  Majefly  and  too 
fcholaftic  for  the  Audience,  or 
■whether,  as  fome  laid,  the  Ac- 
tors had  taken  too  much  Wine, 
before  they  began,  in  order  to 
remove  their  i  imidity,  his  Ma- 
jefty  grew  fo  tir'd  with  the  Per- 
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formance,  that,  after  the  firfl 
two  A&is  were  over,  he  feveral 
Times  made  Efforts  to  be  gone,-— 
At  length,  however,  being  per- 
fuaded  by  thofe,  who  were  about 
him,  to  have  Patience  till  it  wag 
over,  left  the  young  Men  fhould 
be  difcouraged  by  fo  apparent  a 
Slight  Ihewn  to  them,  he  did  fit 
it  out,  though  much  againft  his 
Will. — On  which  the  following 
Smart  and  ingenious  Epigram 
was  made  by  a  certain  Scholar. 

At  Chrift  Church  Marn'agg,  done 

before  the  King, 
Left  that  their  Mates  fiould  'want 

an  Offering, 
The   King    himjclf  did  offer. — • 

What,  I  pray? 
He  offcr'd  t%uiz.e  or  thrice — to 

go  away. 

HoPER,   Mrs -This   Lady 

was  the  Daughter  of  one  Mr, 
Harford,  a  ve.y  eminent  Up- 
holfterer  and  Cabinet- Maker  in 
the  City,  and  married  to  a  Perfon 
ot  the  iame  Avocation  in  Cornhill, 
to  M'hom  fhe  brought  no  incon- 
fiderable Fortune. — But,  tho'  Mr. 
lioper's  Circumftances  were,  at 
the  firft  fetting  out  in  Life,  fully 
adequate  to  that  Fortune,  and 
that,  for  fome  Time,  he  continu- 
ed fuccefsful  in  Bufinefs,  yet  a 
vain  Defire,  which  is  no  uncom- 
mon Frailty  among  Perfons  in 
Trade  in  this  Metropolis,  of  fup- 
porting  a  Figure  fomewhat  great- 
er than  his  Rank  in  Life  rcquir'd, 
together  with  a  real  Decline  in 
the  Bufinefs  itfelf,  in  a  few  Years 
confiderably  impair'd  his  Circum- 
flan^es. — Yet,  even  at  his  Death, 
they  were  found  not  fo  much 
fhatter'd,  but  that  a  little  Care 
and  a  Continuance  of  p^ood  For- 
tune might  have  fully  retrieved 
them. — But,  having  left  behind 
him  only  a  Wife  and  one  Son, 
neither 
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neidier  of  them  experienced  In 
Trade,  and  the  latter  even  too 
young  to  condu£l  it^  the  Buiinefs 
was  now  obli[!;ed  to  be  carried  on 
by  Journeymen  only^  v.'ho,  pro- 
bably taking  Advantage  of  the 
■Ignorance  of  their  Miftrcls,  or  at 
leaft  not  afting  with  the  lame 
Ailiduity  for  another  as  they 
might  have  done  for  their  own 
iminediate  Emolument,  fhc  foon 
found  herfelf  involved  in  too 
large  a  Concern  for  her  to  ma- 
nage, and  therefore  prudently 
threw  up  Bufmefs  before  it  had 
plunged  her  into  Difficulties  be- 
yond   lier    Power    of  extricating 

herfelf  from. Having  fold  ofr" 

her  Stock  in  Trs'de,  and  fettled 
her  Affairs,  flie  new  confidereJ 
of  fome  Method,  whereby  fhe 
might  find  Means  to  incrcafc,  ra- 
ther than  diminifn,  the  little  Pit- 
tance (he  was  at  prcfent  polleiTed 
of.  Being  a  Woman  of  a  fprightjy 
Imagination  and  a6Hve  Mind,  the 
Pen  appeared  to  her  no  improba- 
ble Refource  j  and  dramatic  Wri- 
ting was  that  to  Vv-hich  her  Ge- 
nius found  its  ilrongeft  Bent. — 
Here,  however,  fne  had,  Phaeton 
like,  -undertaken  too  arduous  a 
Tafk  for  her  to  perform. — For, 
though  fhe  wrote  three  or  four 
Pieces,  none  of  them  were  ac- 
cepted by  the  Managers,  and 
when,  at  her  own  Expence,  {ha 
found  Means  to  have  two  of  them 
reprefented,  one  at  the  little  Play- 
houfe  in  Goodnians-Fields  and  the 
other  at  the  little  Theatre  in  the 
HayjTiaiket,  the  Succefs  they  met 
with  was  a  fufficient  Vindication 
of  the  Manager's  Refufai  of 
them. — Their  Titles  were, 

1.  Edward  the  black  Prince. 

Trag. 

2.  Slue  en      Tragedy      rejior  d  , 

Burlefque. 
Mrs.  Hopers  good  Underftand- 
ing,  however:,  at  length,  opening 
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her  Eyes  .to  the  DilFicuJties  X\\it 
attended  on  the  Performance  of 
this  Pi^n,  fhe  retired  with  her 
Son,  ncvv'  grown  up,  to  Enfield 
in  Middhjex,  where  the  hitter, 
who  had  a  liberal  Education,  fet 
up  a  School,  in  v.'hich  he  met 
with  good  Succefs  j  and  which, 
fmce  his  Death,  v/hich  happened 
four  or  five  Years  ago,  has  been 
continued  under  the  Care  of  our 
Authorefs. 

Hopkins,    Charles^   Efq;  

This  Gentleman  was  Son  of  that 
Right  Reverend  and  eminent 
Divine,  Dr.  Ezeklel  Hopkins,  Bi- 
fhop  G^  Londonderry  in  JreL-:vd,  to 
which  Kmgdom  our  Author,  who 
was  born  in  Dt'voiijhire,  was  car- 
ried over  very  young,  and  received 
tlie  early  Parts  of  his  Educa- 
tion in  Trinity  College,  Dublifu 
—  From  thence  he  was  feat 
over  to  England,  and  compleated 
his  Studies  in  the  Univerfity  of 
Cambridge. — On  the  brealdng  out 
of  the  Wars  in  Ireland,  he  went 
thither,  and,  entering  ii.to  the 
Service  of  King  TViili::>n ,  ex- 
erted his  early  Valour  in  the 
Caufe  of  his  Country,  its  Reli- 
gion snd  Liberties. — Thefe  Wars 
being  at  an  End,  he  returned  a- 
gain  to  his  native  Land,  where 
he  fell  into  the  Acquaintance  and 
Efl:eem  of  fuch  Gentlemen,  whofe 
Age  and  Genius  v/ere  moft  agree- 
able to  his  own. 

Writers  do  not  mention  his 
having  purfued  any  ProfclTion, 
and,  indeed,  it  is  probable,  he 
had  an  independent  Fortune,  his 
Father  having  attained  fo  hign  a 
Rank  in  the  Church. — Whincjp, 
and  Chetivood  after  him,  informs 
us,  that  he  died  young, — He  had 
certainly  a  oromifrng  Genius,  and 
his  poetical  Writings  bear  firong 
Teftimony,  both  from  the  Eafe 
of  the  Thoughts,  and  the  Har- 
mony of  the  Numbers,  that  their 
[  S  j  Author 
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Aurhor  muft  have  been  born  a 
]\'C\. — In  his  dramatic  Writings 
]i;s  Genius  led  him  to  Tragedy  ; 
the  Pieces  he  has  left  behind  him 
being  ilie  three  following, 

1.  BoADicEA,  ^Zjfm  0/ Bri- 

tain.    Trag. 

2.  Frier  Jjhip  impro'v^d.   Trag. 

3.  I'yrrhus,    King   of  Epi- 

Rus.     Trag. 

HoRDEN,  Mr.  Hildcbrand,  was 
the  Son  of  Dr.  Ilcrden,  Minifter 
of  TivJckir.ham  in  Middlefax. — He 
was  an  Aftor  as  well  as  an  Au- 
thor.— Ke  flourii'hed  in  the  Reign 
ai IViliiamlll.  and,  being poflefled 
cf  almcft  every  recjuihte  for  Emi- 
nence in  the  dramatic  ProfelTicn, 
was  daily  growing  into  Favour 
with  the  Public,  when  unfortu- 
nately, after  having  been  about 
feven  Years  upon  the  Stage,  he 
lofi-  his  Life  in  a  frivolous,  raft, 
ac;.id>;ntal  Quarrel,  which  he  fell 
5rilo  at  the  Bar  of  the  Roje  Ta- 
v,cin,  as  he  was  pafling  thro'  that 
Haufe,  in  order  to  go  to  Rehear- 
fal. — On  Occafion  of  his  Death 
one  Colonel  Burgefs,  a  Gentle- 
man who  was  Refident  at  Venice^ 
and  fome  other  Perfons  of  Dif- 
tinftion,  were  obliged  to  take 
their  Trial,  but  were  honourably 
acquitted,  it  appearing  to  have 
been  a  mere  accidental  Rencontre, 

Among  other Perfeftions,  ne- 
ccfTary  to  his  ProfelTion,  he  pof- 
feffed  a  Perfon  fo  remarkably 
handfome,  that,  after  he  was 
killed,  feveral  Ladies,  very  well 
drefled,  came  in  Mafks,  which 
were  then  greatly  worn,  and  fome 
even  openly  and  in  their  own 
Coaches,  to  vifit  him  in  his 
Shrowd. 

The  Authors  of  the  dramatic 
Catalogues  have  afcribed  to  him 
one  Play,  entitled, 

NeghBed  Virtue.     Trag. 
Eiit  it  appears,  from  the  Preface, 
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&c.  that  it  was  only  put  into  his. 
Hands  by  a  Friend. 

Mr.  Harden  was  buried  in  a 
Vault  in  the  Pariili  Church  of 
St.  Clement' s-Ddnes. 

Howard,  The  Hon.  Edward, 

Efq; This    Gentleman   was 

much  more  illufliious  frorn  his 
Birth  and  Family,  than  from  the 
Brilliance  of  his  Genius,  being 
Brother  to  the  Earl  of  Berk/jire 
and  to  Sir  Robert  Hoivard,  Vvhom 
we  /hall  have  Occafion  hereafter 
to  mention. — Poetry  was  his  Paf- 
fion  rather  than  his  Talent,  and, 
tho'  he  wrote  no  lefs  than  four 
Plays  and  an  Epic  Poem,  he 
gained  no  Reputation  by  ^ny  of 
them  J  but,  on  the  contrarj^,  on- 
ly furniflied  Food  for  the  W;ts  of 
that  Time,  who  have  treated  him 
very  feverely ;  particularly  the 
Earl  of  Roehejier,  in  an  Invedlive 
againft  his  Comedy  of  the  Six 
Day'z  Adventure  \  and  the  Earl  of 
Dorftt,  that  heji  good  Man  luith 
the  ivorfl-natur'd  Muje,  .in  a  Copy 
of  Verfes  addrefTed  to  him  on  his 
Poem  of  the  Britijh  Princes, 

Mr.  Hoivard  lived  in  King 
Charles  IPs  Reign,  but  the  parti- 
cular Dates  either  of  his  Birth  or 
Death,  do  not  ftand  on  Record. 
— The  dramatic  Pieces  he  has 
left  behind  him  are  the  following: 

I.  Man  of  New-Market.      C. 

a.  Six  Day^s  Adventure,     C. 

3.  UJu\pcr.     Trag. 

4.  W'oman''s  Conquefi.     T.  C, 
Howard,    The  Hon,  famesy 

Efq; — This  Gentleman  was  alfo 
of  the  BerkJJjire  Family,  and  was 
cotemporary  with  the  laft-men- 
tioned  Author. — He  wrote  two 
Plays,  which  were  reprefented 
with  Succefs,  and  held  in  Efteem 
in  their  Time,  and  likewife  al- 
tered another,  which  was  fre- 
quently a<Sled. — Their  Titles  are, 
I.  AllMiJiak"'     C, 

a.  rbe 
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2.  T^e  English  Aio;jy7a^r.  C.  for  Caftk-'Riftng,    in  No>fo/k,    for 

3.  Romeo  <3;;i  Juliet.   T.-  which  Place,  after  the  Reftora- 

Com.   (not  printed.)  tion   was   effefted,   we   find  him 

In   Regard  to  the  laft-mentioned  fitting   as   Reprefentative   in   the 

Piece,   a  more  particular  Account  firfl  Parliament  under  King  I'^il- 

of  it  may  be  ken  in  the  firft  Vo--  Ham  III.  and,  about  the  i6th  of- 

lurae  of  this   Work,    under  it's  Fel>.  i63o,    he  was  admitted  to 

own  Title.  the    Privy  -  Council,     took    the 

Howard,     Hon.    Sir   Robert,  Oaths,  and  became   a  very  rigid 

Knight. — This    Gentleman    was  Profecutor  of  the  Nonjurors,  dif- 

Brother  to  the  Earl  of  Berhjhire,  claiming  all  Kind  of  Convcrfa- 

and  to  Mr.  Edivard  Hoivard  be-  tion  or   Intercourfe   with   any  cf 

fore-mentioned. — His  Mother  was  that   Character. — The    Incidents 

one  of   the  Daughters    and   Co-  of  his   Life  are  not  very  numer- 

heireffes  cf  M'^illiam  Lord  Burgh-  ous,  or  at  leaft  not  recorded  j  nor 

/£).'.— C/^^^r  acquaints  us,    but  on  can  I  trace,  with   any   Degree  of 

what  Authority  I  know  not,  that  Precifion,    the    Time    of    either 

he  received  his  Education  under  his  Birth  or  Death  ;    yet,    it  is 

Di.  Edivard  Drops,   at  Magdalen  pretty  apparent,  he  lived  to  a  ve- 

College,   Oxford,     but   Wcod  has  ry  advanced   Age,     and,    in    the 

made  no  Mention  at  all  of  him.  Year    1692,  at   which  Time  he 

He  was  no  lefs   fteadily  attached,  can    fcarcely    be   fuppofed    much 

then  the  reft  of  his  Family,   to  lefs    than  feventy  Years  of  Age, 

the    Interefts    of    that    unhappy  he  married  Mrs.  Z>/i;^i,  who  was 

Monarch    King  Charles  I      and,  one  of  the  Pvlaids  of  Honour  lo 


with  the  reft  of  them,  fuiTer'd 
confiderably  in  the  maintaining 
his  Loyalty  to  that  Caufe. — He 
had,  however,  the  Honour  of 
Knighthood  beftowed  on  him  for 


Queen  Mary. 

With  Refpea  to  Sir  Robert 
Hotvard's  Abihties,  they  appear 
to  have  occaficned  Debates  a- 
mong    the    Writers.  Lang- 


his  gallant  Behaviour  in  refcuing  baiite,   Jacob   and    Gildon   itjcak-. 

the  Lord  Wilmot,  Lieutenant-Ge-  ing     in     very    Vv^arm    Terms    iu 

neral  of  the  King's  Forces,  who  his  Commendation,  while  Cibber, 

was  wounded  and  taken  Prifoner  on  the   contrary,   will  allow  him 

at  Cropley  -  Bridge  Fight,    on  the  no  higher  Claim  to  Notice  in  the 

29th  of  June  1644. — At  the  Re-  Republic  of  Letters,  than  that  of 

ftoration  he  was  chofen  one  of  the  being  Brother-in-Lavv  to  Dryden. 

Bm^e{rQS  (or  Stockbridge  in  Hamp-  — It  is   true,  indeed,   that  fone 

/hire,  to  ferve  in  the   Parliament  of  his  Cotemporary  V/riters,  and 

which  began  at  ^Ff,/?^/^/?^^  on  the  thofe   of  Eminence  too,    among 


J^th  of  May  1661.  and,  on  the 
19th  of  June  1678,  was  pro- 
moted to  the  Place  of  Auditor  of 
the  Exchequer,  at  that  Time 
worth  feveral  Thoufand  Pounds 
per  Am.  But  this  Preferment 
was  generally  confider'd  as  a  Re- 


whom  were  Mr.  Drydcn  himfelf, 
Mr.  Shadnvell,  and  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham-,  have  pretty  rigidly 
handled  him  and  his  Works  ; 
but,  as  it  is  generally  acknovv^- 
ledged  that  Sir  L^obcrt  v/as  a  Man 
of  a  very  oblHnate  and   poHtive 


ward  for  the  Services  he  had  done  Temper,  fupercilious,  haughty, 
the  Crown  in  affifting  to  cajole  and  over-bearing  to  the  greateft 
the  P'Avliament  out  of  Money. —  Degree  in  his  Behaviour  to  others, 
In  1679  he  was  eledt&d  Member    and  polTefred    of  an   infufferable 

[  S  a  ]  Share 
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Share  of  Vanity  and  Self-Suffi- 
ciency in  Regard  to  his  own  Abi- 
lities. It  is  not  improbable  that 
thefe  Qjialities  might  create  him 
an  Enmity  among  his  Cotempo- 
rary  Wits,  who  would  perhaps 
have  readily  fubfcribed  to  the 
Merits  he  really  pofFeffed,  had  he 
not  ieemed  to  aim  at  a  Superiori- 
ty which  he  had  no  Claim  to  ; 
in  Confequence  of  which  Drydtn 
wrote  a  fevere  Crilicifm  on  his 
Duke  of  Lcrma,  Shamveli  pointed 
i.im  out  under  the  Charafter  of 
•Sir  Pojitive  Atall,  in  his  Comedy 
called  the  Impertlnents,  and  the 
Dulce  of  Buckingham  intended, 
and  had  even  made  him,  the 
Hero  of  his  Rehcarfal,  under  the 
Name  o?  hilboa,  altho',  after  the 
Play  had  been  ilopped  from  Re- 
yrefentstion  by  the  Plague  in 
3665,  that  Nobleman  alter'd  his 
Plan,  and  pointed  the  Artillery 
w  his  Satire  againft  a  much 
greater  Name,  in  the  Character 
of  Bayei,  retaining  only  fome  few 
Strokes  againU  Sir  Robert,  in  Pa- 
rodies on  certain  Paflages  in  his 
Plays. — Yet,  notwitbftanding  all 
this  , Virulence  againft  him,  I 
cannot  look  on  him  as  an  Au- 
thor devoid  of  Genius,  fince  two 
of  his  Plays,  •viz,,  the  Indian 
S^ueen  and  the  Committee,  conti- 
nued for  a  long  Time  Favorites 
-with  the  Public,  and  the  latter, 
even  to  this  Day,  where  even  the 
Species  of  Charafter,  a<;ainft: 
which  the  Satire  of  it  is  princi- 
pally aimed,  ruiz..  the  Round- 
heads and  puritanical  Zealots  is 
totally  abollilied  and  forgotten  a- 
mong  us,  is  ftill  frequently  per- 
formed, and  never  makes  it's 
Appearance  without  giving  Satif- 
faftion  to  the  Audience,  and  pro- 
ducing alMhe  Effefts  which  the 
true  Vis  ccniica  ever  has  on  the 
Mind. — A  certain  Sign  that  the 
Piece  muS  poflef*  fame,  if  not  a 
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capital  Share  of  Merit.  —■ *-His 
Lift  of  dramatic  Pieces  is  confined 
to  fix  in  Number,  'vix, 

1.  Blind  Lady.     C. 

2.  Committee.     C. 

3.  Great  Favourite,     T.  C, 

4.  Indian  ^vra:,     T. 

5.  Surpnzal.      T.  C. 

6.  Vefial  Virgin.      T. 

Ho v/ ELL,  Jarnet,  Efqj— This 
Gentleman  was  born  about  the 
latter  End  of  June  or  Beginning 
of  July  1594,  at  Ahermarlii  in 
Caermcirthe?ijhire,  South-Wales  ;  of 
which  Place  his  Father,  at  that 
Time,  was  Minifter.^ — He  receiv- 
ed the  firft  Part  of  his  Education 
and  Grammar -Learning  at  the 
Free -School  of  Hereford,  Jroni 
v>'hencc,  before  he  was  quite  fix- 
tcen  Years  of  Age,  he  was  fcnt 
to  Jifzn  College  in  Oxford. — 
Here  he  iinin-:cd  his  Academical' 
Studies,  and  took  the  Degree,of 
Mailer  of  Arts. — On  his  quitting 
the  Univerfity,  he  acquired  the  Ef- 
teem  and  Friendihip  of  Sir  Robert 
Manfel,  by  whofe  Means,  together 
with  fome  fmall  Affiftances  from 
his  Father,  he  was  enabled,  in 
the  Year  161 8,  to  go  abroad, 
where  he  continued  three  Years 
on  his  Travels  thro'  France,  Italy 
and  the  Loiv-Countriei,  by  which 
he  made  himfelf  perfeftly  Ma- 
frer  of  the  living  Languages,  and 
every  other  Branch  of  ufeful 
Knov^led^e  j  and,  fo  great  was 
the  Jleputation  of  his  Abilities, 
that,  foon  after  his  Return,  he 
v/as  made  Choice  of  by  King 
James  I.  to  be  fent  on  a  Negoti- 
ation to  the  Court  of  Madrid, 
for  the  Recovery  of  the  Spanijh 
Monarch,  a  very  rich  Etiglijb 
Ship,  which  had  been  feized  by 
the  Vice -Roy  oi  Sardinia,  for  his 
Mafter's  Ufe,  under  Pretence  of 
prohibited  Goods  having  been 
found  in  it» 

During 
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DurliTg  his  Abfence  he  was  e- 
leded;  in  litz^j  Fellow  of  J'^'fis 
College,  and,  being  in  Favour 
v,;th  Ewant'cl,  Lord  Scroopy  Lord 
I-rciidcnt  of  the  Novth,  was  by 
him  appointed  his  Secretary,  on 
his  Return. — This  Poll  calling 
him  to  refide  at  Torh,  he  formed 
fuch  an  Intereft  in  that  Count)', 
•  as  to  procuie  his  being  ele£led 
Burgefs  for  the  Corporation  of 
Richniovd,  by  the  Suffrages  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldenncn  of  that 
Coiporution,  to  lit  in  the  Parlia- 
ment, which  began  at  TVcflmhfier 
in  1627  5  ^'^-^y  in  the  Year  1631, 
was  made  Secretary  to  Robert 
Earl  of  Lcicefhi-y  who  was  ap- 
pointed Ambcjfiador  Extraordirary 
at  the  Court  of  Cufir.hr.gen,  on  a 
Commiffion  of  Condolenient  on 
the  Death  of  King  Charles  I's 
Grandmother,  Sophia,  Queen- 
Dowar.er  of  Diiimark  5  on  which 
Occafion  Mr.  Hc-Tvell  very  emi- 
nently difiinguiiied  himfelf,  by 
feveral  Speeches  delivered  in  La- 
tin before  the  King  of  Denmark, 
fetting  forth  the  Occafion  of  the 
Embaffy. 

On  his  Return  to  Er gland,  he 
was  put  into  many  beneficial 
Employments,  and,  about  the 
Beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  was 
appointed,  by  King  Charles  L  one 
of  the  Clerks  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil.-— But,  altho'  thefe  Pcfi:s  were 
equally  lucrative  and  honourable, 
he  docs  not  feem  to  ha%'e  been 
Mafter  of  much  Oeconomy,  for 
when,  in  the  Year  1643,  ^e  was 
feized  by  the  Committee  of  Par- 
liament, and  fent  to  the  Fleet 
Piifon,  where,  by  the  Courfe  of 
his  Letters,  it  is  evident  he  con- 
tinued till  after  the  Death  of 
the  King,  v/e  find  he  was  ob- 
liged to  have  Recourfe  to  his  Vt.':^ 
,  for  a  Subiiftence,  which  at  that 
Time,  before  the  Trade  of  Au- 
thoriliip  had  been  fo  hackney\', 
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as  of  late  Years  it  has. been,  was 
no  defpicable  Employment  j  and 
Wood  tells  us  that  it  brought 
him  in  a  very  comfortable  Sub- 
fiftance. 

This  long  and  difagreeabla 
Confinement,  toget'ier  with  the 
Narrowncfs  of  his  Circumftances, 
and  the  laborious  Manner  in 
which  he  was  compelled  to  pro- 
vide for  himfelf,  feemed  to  have 
&aken  the  Firmnefs  of  Mr. 
HoivelFs  political  Attachments  j 
for,  during  the  Rebellion,  we 
find  him  temporising  with  the 
prevailing  Party,  and  inclinable 
to  enter  into  their  Meafures  j  for 
which  Rcafon,  tho'  they  feem 
not  to  have  accepted  of  his  Ser- 
vices, yet,  at  the  Rtftoration, 
-he  was  not  reinflated  in  his  Place 
of  Clerk  of  the  Council,  but  only 
appointed  the  King's  Hiftorio- 
grapher,  being  the  firft  in  Efig- 
land  who  ever  bore  that  Title. — - 
But  this  being  a  Place  of  no  great 
Emolument,  he  was  obliged  to 
continue  his  Trade  of  Writing,  to 
the  kili. — He  lived  to  an  advanced 
Age,  and  died  in  the  Beginning 
oi  November  1666,  being  thea 
in  his  73d  Year. 

As  he  was  almoft  one  of  the 
finl  among  our  Fjvrlij'b  Au- 
thors, who  introduced  Writing  for 
a  Livelihood,  k\  is  he  likev.-ife 
one  among  the  moft  voluminous 
of  thofe  who  have  applied  the 
Advantages  of  Literature  to  that 
Purpofe ,  having  written  and 
tranHated  no  leis  than  forty-nine- 
feveral  Books,  exclufive  of  one 
dramatic  Piece,  which  he  wrote 
while  he  was  at  Paris,  and  vvliich 
was  prefented  there  at  Court  no 
lefs  than  fix  Times,  by  the  King 
and  Grandees  in  Perion,  entitled, 

Nuptiah  0/  P E L E u s  and  The- 
tis.    Com.  and  Mafque. 

Mr.  Ilonvell  w^-i,  undoubtedly^ 
a  Man  of  ir.ofl  e>;tiriUve  Knovv'- 

[  S  3  1  k.ve, 
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k(3ge,  a.moft  perfcft-  Linguift*, 
and  very  well  verfed  in  Mo" 
dern  Hiftory,  more  efpecially 
thofe    of  the  Countries   through 

which  he  had  travelkd. His 

Letters  are  extremely  entertain- 
ing, and  convey  Anecdotes  and 
Observations  that  might  by  no  o- 
ther  Means  have  been  handed 
down  to  us,  and  fpeak  their  Au- 
thor to  have  been  no  bad  Politi- 
cian.— And  as  to  Poetry,  tho'  he 
has  been  little  more  than  a  Dab- 
bler in, it,  yet  he  has  a  confidera- 
bie  Share  of  Fancy,  and  his  Num- 
bers are  fmother  and  more  har- 
monious than  thofe  of  moft  of 
the  Writers-  of  that  Time. — He 
lies  buiied  on  the  North-Side  of 
the  Temple  Church,  with  the  fol- 
lov^'ing  Infcription  over  him,  pro- 
bably written  by  himfelf  in  his 
Life-Time. 

Jacobus  Howell.  Cavjbro-Bri- 
tannus,  Regius  Hifioriographus  (in 
./Ifigiia  primus) ;  fui,  poft  varias 
pcngrinationeS)  tandem  Naturce  Cur- 
fiim  peregit  ;  fatur  Aniwrvm  Gf 
Famce,  Domi,  forijque  hue  ujque 
trrjiicus ',  hicfixus.   1 666. 

HiP?KSLEy,  Mr.  Johr.,  was 
rnuch    more    noted   as   an   Aflor 

than    as  an    Author. In  the 

fuimcr  of  thefe  Charafters  his 
Genius  v.  as  very  great,  and, 
v,-itli0ut  Alliftance,  ■  would  h^ve 
rendered  him  famotis  from  his 
gjcat  Judgment  and  comic  Ex- 
evction. — " — But  accidental  De- 
feO.s,  in  fome  particular  Cir- 
ci^mitanccs,  have  been  known  to 
turn  c^ut  to  the  Advantage  of 
thcfe  who  have  met  with  them, 
and  fo  it  peculiarly  happened  to 
Mr.Hippeftey ;  for-a  Bum.  or  Scald 
in  his  Face,  vvhich  he  by  Chance 
had  undergone  the  Pain  of  in  his 
voKnger     Days,    had     implanted 
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at  him  with  any  Steadlnefs  of 
Mufcles  5  and  it  had,  moreover,- 
fo  far  affe£led  his  Voice,  as  to 
render  it  peculiarly  happy  for  the 
Caft  of  Parts  he  ufually  perform-, 
ed,  which,  in  the  general,  was 
that  of  the  feeble  Old  Man  in 
Comedy.— — He,  however,  ftilL 
lives  fo  perfeftly  in  the  Memory 
of  moft  of  the  Frequenters  of  tha 
Theatres,  that  it  is  needlefs  to" 
fay  any  more  of  him  in  that  Ca- 
pacity, than  barely  to  hint,  to 
thofe  who  never  did  fee  him,  that 
the  Idea  neareft  to  Truth,  that 
they  can  pofliMy  foi;m  to  them- 
felves  of  his  Performance,  will 
be  attamed  by  an  Attention  to 
Mr.  Shuter  in  his  Juftice  Clack, 
in  the  "Jcmial  Creiv,  and  other 
Parts  of  the  fame  Nature. 

Mr.  Hippejley  died  at  BnJ}ol\n: 
the  Summer  of  1748,  to  which 
Place  it  had  been  his  Cufiom  for 
feveral  Years  to  go,  eveiy  Sum- 
mer, as  Manager  of  a  Company 
ef  Comedians,  feleiled  from  the 
Theatres  in  London. — He  wrote 
one  dramatic  Piece,  entitled, 

A  Journey  to  Bristol.  Faice. 
Mr.  liippejiey  left  two  Daughters 
behind  him,  one  of  whom  is  the 
prefent  Mrs.  Green,  a  comic  Ac,= 
trefs  of  confiderable  Merit,  be- 
longing to  the  Theatre  in  Co-vent' 
pardcn,  and  the  other,  ftsll  un- 
married, is  a  Performer  in  Drury 
Lane  Th^catre. 

Hughes,.  Mr.  John. — This 
amiable  Man,  and' elegant  Au- 
thor, was  the  Son  of  a  Citizen  pf 
London,  and  was  born  at  Marlbo- 
rough in  V/ihJhire,  on  the  29th  of 
'jan,  1677,  but  received  the  Rii- 
diments  of  his  Education  in  pri- 
vate Schools  zK  London. — Even  in 
the  very  earlieft  Parts  of  Life  his 
Genius  feem'd   to  fliew  itfelf  e- 


fomevvhat  fo  Caricature  and  truly  qually  inclined    to  each   of   the 

pifble  in  his  Countenance,  that  three  Sifter  Arts,  Mufic,  Poetry 

u  was  aimoft  impcfijbk.  to  Jcok,  and  Defign^  in  all  which  he  mads 

■^  '  avepy- 
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a  very  confidevable  Pvogrefs.  To 
hjs  Excellence  in  there  Qualifi- 
cations his  Cotemporary  and 
Friend,  Sir  Rickard  Steele,,  bears 
the  following  extraordinary  Tef- 
timonial.  "  He  noay"  (fays  that 
Author)  "  be  the  Emulation  of 
*'  more  Perfons  of  different  Ta- 
'Ments  than  any  one  I  have  ever 
«  known. — His  Head,  Hands,  or 
**  Heart  were  always  employed  in 
**  fomething  worthy  Imitation, 
*^  Mis  Pencil,  his  Bow,  or  his 
*'  Pen,  each  of  which  he  ufed  in 
*^=  a  Mafterly  Manner,  were  al- 
'^-  ways  direfted  to  raife  and  en- 
"  tertain  his  own  Mind,  or  that 
*'  of  others,  to  a  more  chearful 
*'  Profecution  of  what  is   noble 

**  and  virtuous." Such  is  the 

Evidence  borne  to  his  Talents  by 
a  "Writer  of  the  firft  Rank  ;  yet, 
he  feems,  for  the  mod  Part,  to 
have  purfued  thefe  and  other  po- 
lite Studies,  little  farther  than  by 
the  Way  of  ■agreeable  Amufe- 
inents,  under  frequent  Confine- 
ment, occafioned  by  Indifpofition 
and  a  valetudinarian  State  of 
Health. 

??^r.  Hughes  had,  for  fome 
Time,  an  Employment  in  the 
Office  of  Ordnajice,  and  was  Se- 
cretary to  two  or  three  Ccmmif- 
fioners  under  the  Gieat-Seal  fcf 
ths  Purchafe  of  Lands,  in  Order 
to  the  better  ferving"  the  Docks 
and  Harbours  at  'Pcrtjmcid'h,  Cha- 
tha>n  2lM'  Harivich.: 

In 'the  Year  17 17  th.;  Lord 
Chs-ncellor  Cctvper,  to  whom  Qur 
Author  had  not  long  been  kn'^wn, 
thought  proper,  without  any  pre- 
vious Solicitation,  to  nominate 
him  his  Secretary  for  the  Com- 
miffions  of  the  Peace,  and  tc  dif- 
tinguiih  him  with  Jinfrnlar  Marks 
of  his  Favour  and  Aftetlion  5  and, 
upon  his  Lordihip's  laying  dov^n 
lh&.  great  Seal,   he  was,  at  the 
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particular  Recommendation  of 
this  his  Patron,  and  with  the 
ready  Concurrence  of  his  Succef- 
for,  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  con- 
tinued in  the  fame  Employment, 
which  he  held  till  the  Time  of 
his  Deceafe,  the  iyth'  of  FtK 
1 719,  being  the  very  Night  on 
which  his  celebrated  Tragedy  of 
the  Siege  of  Damalcus  made  its 
firft  Appearance  on  the  Stage  ; 
when,  after  a  Life  moftly  fpent 
in  Pain  and  Sicknefs,  he  was  ear- 
ried  off  by  a  Confumption,  hav- 
ing but  barely  compleated  his  42d 
Year,  and  at  a  Period  in  which 
he  had  jufl:  arrived  at  an  agreea- 
ble Competence,  and  was  ad- 
vancing, with  rapid  Steps,  to- 
wards the  Pinnacle  of  Fame  and 
Fortune. — He  was  privately  bu- 
ried in  the  Vault  under  the 
Chancel  of  St.  Andrenv^  Church 
in  Holbourn. 

As   a  Man3  the  worthy  Men- 
tion   made  of  him.,  by  Numbers 
of  his  .Cotemporary  "Writers,  are 
fufficient  to  give  us  the  moil  ex- 
alted Idea  of  his  "Virtues  5  and, 
as  a  "Writer,    no  ftronger  Proof 
can    be    ofFer'd    of  the    'Efteem  ^ 
he   was  held   in    by    the    truefi;  ; 
Judges  of  Poetry,    than  to  men-' 
tion  that  'the  great  Mr*  Addifon'^' 
after  having  fuff^rM  the  fouf  firir 
Ads'  of  His  Tragedy   to/he-  by-^ 
him  for 'fete'ral.  Years,  without  ' 
potting  the  finiiliing  Hand  to  the" 
Piece, -•  at  length    fix'd    on    Mr. 
Hughe!,  whom  he   earneftly  per- 
fuaded  to  undertake  the  Talk,  as 
the    only   Perfon   Capable  of  it, 
to   add  a   £fth  Ad  to   it. — And 
though   that    Author   afterwards 
thought  proper  to   undertake   it 
hitr.fcif,  yet  it  was  by  no  Meane 
fron;  any  Diffidence  of  this  Gen- 
tleman's Abilities^  but  from  the 
juft  Refle£lion  that  no  one  could 
have  fo  jperfeft  a  Notion  of  his 
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Defign  as  himfelf,  who  had  been 
fo  long  and  fo  carefully  thinking 
of  it. 

Our  Author's  Poetical  Works 
are  numerous,  but  it  is  not  cur 
Bufmefs  in  this  Place  to  take 
Notice  of  any  but  his  dramatic 
Writings,  which  are  as  follows, 

J.  Am  A-LAS0:<r,  Sateen  of  the 
Goths.     Trag. 

2.  Apollo    and  Daphne. 

Maique. 

3.  Calypso   and  Telema- 

CHUs.     Opera- 

4.  Cupid    and    Hymen. 

Mafque. 

5.  Mifanthrope.      Com.    from 

Moll  ere,  (  Printed  wita 
Czell's  Tranfiaticn  of 
that  Author,) 

6.  Mifer.      Com.    from    Mo- 

here.    (lit  Aft  only.) 

7.  Orestes.       Trag.     from 

Euripides.   (Afl  I.  See.  II. 

only.) 
2.  Siege     of    Damascus. 

Trag. 
Hume,  or  KoME,  The  Rev. 
Mr.  ^?i)K.— This  Gentleman  is  a 
Native  of  Scotland,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, related  to  Da-vid  Hume  the 
Hiftorian,  v/hoie  Worth,,  did  the 
Nature  of  this  Work  admit  us 
to  introduce  any  Writers  into  it 
but  thofe  vvho  have  had  feme 
Conne£llon  with  the  Theatre,  it 
would  be  Injuftice  not  to  enlarge 
upon.— Our  Author  was  bred  to 
the  Minillry  in  the  fCirk  of  Scot- 
l^^}, — But,  notwithftanding  the 
Rigour  of  that  Church,  finding 
in  his  natural  Genius  a  Bent  to 
Poetry,  and  not  conceiving  that 
Tragedy,  in  which  the  Principles 
of  Virtue,  of  Morality,  of  Filial 
Duty,  of  Patriotic  Zeal,  and  of 
Reverence  for  an  over-ruling 
Power,  could  be  inconfiftent  with 
the  Profeffion  of  a  Religion,  in 
which  all  thefe  are  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  Manner  inculcated-  and  en- 
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joined,    he     formed    a   dramatic  j 
Piece,    and  prefenting   it   to  the   j 
Managers  of  the  Theatre  at  Ediri'   \ 
burgh,   at   that  Time   in  a   more 
flourifhlng  Condition  than  it  had. 
been  for  many  Years  before,  and 
vying,    in  every  Refpeft,  as  far^i 
as  Circumftances   would  permit,  ^■ 
with  thofe   of    this    Metropolis,' 
they  faw  its    Merit,    readily  ac- 
cepted  it,  put  it  into  a  Rehear- 
fal,  and  prepared   for  the  Perfor- 
mance of  it  in  fuch  a  Manner  as- 
might  do  Honour  to  the  Author, 
and  bring  both  Credit  and  Emo- 
lument to  themfelves. Thefe 

Tranfaclrions,  hovvcver,  coming 
to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Elders 
of  the  Kirk,  they,  in  their  great 
Zeal,  firft  remonftrated  with  the 
Author  on  the  heinous  Crime  he 
was  committing  j  but  he,  not 
quite  fo  perfeftly  convinced  as 
they  would  have  had  him,  of 
the  Iniquity  of  the  Act  itfeif, 
unconfcious  of  any  ill  Inten- 
tion, and  pretty  thoroughly  per- 
fuaded  that  his  Play  would 
meet  with  a  Succefs,  from  which 
he  ihculJ  reap  both  Fame  and 
Profit,  was  not  willing  at  once 
to  defift,  nor  with  his  own  Hands 
to  pull  dow^n  a  Fabrick  he  had, 
at  the  Expence  of  much  Time 
and  Labour,  been  rearing. — They 
now  endeavoured  to  terrify  the 
Performers  fiom  reprefenting  it, 

but  with  no   better  Succefs. 

Author  and  Adlors  were  both 
equally  incorrigible  j  the  Piece 
was  brought  on,  and  met  with, 
that  Encouragement  which  its 
Merit     very    juftly     entitled    it 

to. Vv^'hat  remained  then  for 

thefe  incenfed  Elders  to  do, 
but  In  a  public  Convocation  to 
expel  and  for  ever  difqualify 
for  the  Minlftry ,  not  only 
this  difobedlent  Son,  but  e-- 
ven  others,  his  Friends,  who 
were  wicked  enough  either  to 
keep 
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keep  him  Company,  or  go  to  fee 
his  Piece  performed,  and  by  va- 
rious Pamphlets,  Advertifements, 
&c,  ^0  th;5nder  their  Anathanas 
againft  thole  Imp^eunents  of  Satan 
the  Afiors,  who  had  thus  led 
afide,  cr  at  Icaft  r.bcttcd  in  his 
wapder'ng,  ihis  ioft  S'ucep  of  the 
Flock, — Kov'eve:.,  oS  i- tifccution 


nieit  cominonjy  ac.te;ud  iis  own 
PiirpoftS;,  fo  die!  it  haprrn  in  this 
CalV.  :o?  the  ii;  1  rest-ncnt  which 
Mr.  Hiiv-is  had  met  with  in  his 
own  Country^  procured  him  a 
iKoft  -vahjable  Protedllon  in  an 
adjacent  one. — Being  known  to 
•  the  Earl  of  Uri":.',  and  that  No- 
bleman reprefcntuig  the  Circum- 
flances  of  this  unreafonable  Qp- 
prefilcn,  exercifed  on  a  Man  of 
Genius,  to  our  prefent  moft  gra 
cious  Sovereign,  then  Prince  of 
Walez.^  his  Fvoyal  Highnefs,  who 
even  at  that  Time  gave  the 
ftrongeft  Affurances  of  that  In- 
clination to,  and  Zeal  for,  the 
Polite  Arts,  which  have  fmce 
flione  fo  confpicuoufly  a  Part  of 
his  Chara£ter,  ftretch'd  out  his 
princely  and  protefting  Hand  to 
the  Author  of  Douglas,  and,  by 
fettling  a  very  handfome  Penfion 
on  him,  and  ftieltei'ing  him  under 
the  Shade  of  his  own  Patronage, 
put  it  out  of  the  Power  of  either 
the  Thunderbolts  of  Bigotry  or 
the  Fia/hes  of  Envy  or  Malevo- 
lence to  blaft  his  Laurels. — Mr. 
Hume  has  fince  purfued  his  po- 
etical Talents,  and  produced  two 
more  dramatic  Pieces,  both  of 
which  have  been  brought  on  the 
Stage  in  this  City,  but,  w-hether 
thro'  an  Eagerneis  to  prove  ftill 
farther  his  Inclination  to  deferve 
the  Favour  he  has  met  with,  he 
has  not  allowed  himfelf  a  fuffi- 
cient  Tim.e  for  the  planning,  di-. 
gefting,  reconfidering  and  correal- 
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ing  his  Works,  or  that  in  his 
firft  Play  the  Diffidence  of  a 
young  Author  might  make  him 
more  ready  to  afk  and  to  purfue 
the  Judgment  of  others,  or  from 
any  other  Caufe  I*  know  not,  but 
Douglas  feems  ftill  to  ftand  as  Mr. 
Hume's  Mafter-Piece  in  dramatic. 
Writing. — His  three  Plays,  v/hich 
are  all  Tragedies,  are  entitled  as 
follows, 

1.  Douglas.     Trag. 

2.  Agis.     Trag. 

3.  Siege  of  Aq^uileia.     Tr. 
Hunt,    Mr.  Willi  am.  >~  This 

Gentleman,  IVhincopitlh  us,  was 
a  Colleftoi  of  Excife,  and  wrote 
one  Piay,  which  was  nevsrafted, 
but  was  printed  at  Tork,  (tho' 
we  are  not  told  v/hen)  entitled, 

The  Tail  0/  T  a  r  q.u  i  n  .  Tr. 
The  fame  Author  informs  us  that 
it  is  a  moft  wretched  Piece,  and, 
as  a  Specimen  of  it's  Merit,, 
quotes  us  the  following  very  ex- 
traordinary Line, 

And  the  tall  Trees  ftood  Circling 
in  a  Row, 

Hunter,  Governor.— —  Of 
this  Gentleman  we  know  nothing 
farther  than  his  being  mentioned 
by  Coxeter,  who  fays  that,  in  a 
Copy  which  he  had  feen  of  the 
under-named  Piece,  there  was  a 
MS.  which  declared  him  to  be 
the  Author  of  it,  vix. 

Androboros.     Farce. 

Hurst, Captain. — This  Gen- 
tleman I  know  nothing  of,  only 
find  his  Name  mentioned  by  the 
Compiler  6f  Whincop\  Lift,  and 
by  Chetioood  in  his  BrittJbTheatre, 
as  the  Author  of  one  Play,  which 
was  afted  with  no  veiy  great  Suc- 
cefs,  entitled, 

The  R  o  M  A  N  Idald.     Trag,, 


J.B, 


J.  G. 


J^B.— By  thefe  Initials  we  find 
a  Piece  diftinguifhed,  which 
bears  the  Title  of 

The  Bafiful  Lo-uers.     T.  C. 

J    G.    or  Jacob,    Giles. 

By  thefe  Initials  Mr.  Jacob  has 
thought  proper  to  diftinguifh  him- 
felf  in  his  Poetical  Regifier,  or 
Livet  and  Charaaerz  of  the  Englifh 
Dramatic  Poets,  8vo.  1719.  p.  3 18. 
' — And,  as  no  "Writer  has  given 
us  any  Account  of  him  but  him- 
felf,  I  cannot  pretend  to  offer 
to  xnj  Readers  any  Thing  fo 
fatisfaftcry  concerning  him  as 
the  llepetition  of  his  own 
Words. 

He  is,  (fays  he^  fpeaking  in 
the  thjid  Perfon)  the  Son  of  a 
confiderable  Malfter  of  Rcmjey,  in 
the^  County  of  Southampton,  at 
which  Place  he  was  .born  Anno 
1686. — His  Mother  is  of  the  Fa- 
mily of  the  ThortiburgFs  in  mits, 
one  of  whom  was  Bifhop  oi  TVor- 
ccfier,  in  the  Reign  of  K.  Cha.  I. 
and  two  of  them  attended  the 
Royal  Exile. — He  was  bred  to  the 
Lav/  under  a  very  eminent  Attor- 
ney ;  and  has  fince  been  Steward 
and  Secretary  to  the  Honourable 
William  Blathnvayt,  Efq;  a  cele- 
brated Courtier  in  the  Reign  of 
King  William,  and  who  enjoyed 
great  Preferments  in  the  State  in 
the  late  and  prefent  Reign. 

He  was  Author  of  two  drama- 
tic Pieces,  'vix. 

1.  Lo've  in  a  Wood.     Farce. 

2.  Soldier  s  laft  Stake.  C. 
For  the  fiift  of  thefe,  which, 
however,  was  never  afted,  he  a- 
pologized  that  it  was  written  in 
three  or  four  Days,  and  before  the 
Author  was  any'Ways  acquainted 
with  the  Stage,  or  poetical  Wri- 
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tings  ;  and  as  to  the  latter,  hi 
only  informs  us  that  he  had  fuch 
a  Piece  prepared  for  the  Stage. 

Mr.  Jacob  followed  the  Profef- 
fion  of  the  Law,  and  wrote  feve- 
ral  Books  in  that  Science,  fome 
of  which  are  ftill  held  in  Efteem, 
particularly  his  Laiv  DiBicnary, 
and  indeed  Works  of  Compile- 
ment  feem  to  have  fuited  his  Ta- 
lent rather  than  thofe  of  Genius  ; 
for  it  muft  be  confeffed  that  his 
Poetical  Regijter,  notwithftanding 
fome  few  Errors  in  it,  is  by  much 
the  beft  Book  of  the  Kind  hither- 
to extant ;  and  yet  fo  little  Merit 
had  his  ov/n  dramatic  Pieces, 
that,  according  to  TVhincop,  Dr. 
Semjel,  who  was  by  no  Means  re- 
markable for  Ill-Nature,  on  read- 
ing his  Farce  called  Love  in  a 
Wood;  wrote  the  following  very 
fevere  Line^  in  the  Title  Page. 

Parent  of  Darknef  !  genuine  Son 

of  Night; 
Total  Eclipfe_  luithout  one  Ray  of 

Light : 
Born  ivben  dull  Midnight  Bells 

for  Funerals  chime, 
Juji  at  the  clojlng  of  the  Bellman'' s 

Rhime. 

At  what  Time  Mr.  Jacob  quitted 
the  Stage  of  Life,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  trace  5  but  as  by  his  own 
Account  he  was  no  more  than 
thirty-three  Years  of  Age  at  the 
Publication  of  his  Poetical  Regi/ier 
in  1 719,  it  is  probable  he  might 
furvive  that  Pubhcation  feveral 
Years. 

Jacob,  Hildebrand,  Efq; r 

This  Author  was  a  Gentleman 
of  Family  and  Fortune,  and  gain- 
ed confiderable  Reputation  by  a 
poetical  Talej  called  the  Curious 
Maid,  and  fome  other  humourous 
Poems. — He  alfo  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing dramatic  Pieces: 

I.  Fatal 
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1.  Fatal  Covflancy.     T. 

2.  NeJ}  of  Plays,   confifting  of 

three  Ihort  Comedies,  en- 
'    "  titled. 

The  Prodigal  Reform'' d, 

The  Eap^y  Conjiancy,  and 

The  T^ryai  of  Conjugal  Love. 

Jefferies,  Mr. Of  this 

Gentleman  I  find  no  ferther  Men- 
tion made  by  any  of  the  Writers 
than  that  he  enjoyed  fome  Pofl  in 
the  Cufom-Houfey  and  that  he  was 
Author  of  one  dramatic  Piece, 
which  met  with  very  little  Suc- 
cefs,  entitled, 

Edwin.     T. 

Jf.von,  Mr.  Thomas. —  This 
Author  fiouriflied  in  the  Reigns 
of  K.  Charles  II.  and  K,  James  il. 
— He  was  an  Adior  and  a  Dan- 
cing Mafircr,  and  attained  great 
Eminence  in  both  thofe  Profef- 
fions,  efpecially  in  the  former, 
in  whicli  his  general  Caft  was 
that  of  low  Comedy. — He  did  not 
however,  long  enjoy  that  Sun- 
fhine  of  popular  Applaufe,  which 
was  dai-ting  in  full  Luftre  upon 
him,  for  he  was  taken  off  in  the 
very  Prime  of  Life,  viz,  at  the 
Age  of  36  Years,  on  the  20th  of 
December  i5SS,  and  was  interred 
in  Hampjiead  Church  Yard. 

He  wrote  one  dramatic  Piece, 
•which  even  in  its  original  Form 
met  with  Succefs,  but  has  fince 
undergone  almoft  as  many  Tranf- 
formations  as  the  Ban'jam  of  the 
Eaji-Indies  fable  their  Deity  ^//? 
non  to  have  paffed  thro' — It  was 
originally  entitled. 

The  Devil  of  a  Wife.      Farce. 
Vid.   Appendix. 

Ingeland,  Mr.  Thomas.'— 
This  Gentleman  is  one  of  our 
oldeft  dramatic  Writers,  having 
been  a  Student  in  the  Univerfity 
ef  Cambridge  in  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Elisiabetb. — He  wrote  one 
dramatic  Piece,  which  he  himfelf 
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illles  a  prettie  and  merrie  laterlude, 
— It  is  entitled. 

The  Dijohedient  Child.      Interl. 

Johnson,  Mr.  Charles,  was 
originally  bred  to  the  Law,  but 
being  a  great  Admirer  of  the 
Mufes,  and  finding  in  himfelf 
a  ftrong  Propenfity  to  dramatic 
Writing,  he  quitted  the  fiudi- 
ous  Labour  of  the  one,  for  the 
more  fpirited  Amufements  of 
the  other  ;  and,  by  contrailing 
an  Intimacy  with  Mr.  Wilh, 
found  Means,  thro'  that  Gentle- 
man's  Intereft,  to  get  his  Plays  on 
the  Stage  without  much  Difficul- 
ty.— Some  of  them  met  with  very 
good  Succefs  ,  and  by  being  a 
conftant  Frequenter  of  thofe  grand 
Rendezvoaz  of  the  Wits  of  that 
Time,  Will's  and  Buttons  Coffee- 
houfes,  he,  by  a  polite  and  inof- 
fenfive  Behaviour,  formed  fo  ex- 
tenfive  an  Acquaintance  and  In- 
timacy, as  conftsntly  enfured  him 
great  Emoluments  on  his  Benefit 
Night,  by  which  Means,  being 
a  Man  of  Oeconomy,  he  was  en- 
abled to  fubfjft  very  genteely.— - 
He  at  length  tnarried  a  young 
Widow,  with  a  tolerable  Fortune, 
on  which  he  fet  up  a  Tavern  iu 
Bow  -  Street,  Covent -Garden,  but 
quitted  Bufinefs  at  his  Wife's 
Death,  and  lived  privately  on  an 
eafy  Competence  which  he  hjid 
faved. — What  Time  he  was  born 
I  know  not,  but  he  flouri/hed 
during  the  Reigns  of  Queen  ^nne, 
K.  George  I.  and  Part  o{  Geo.  11. 
His  firft  Play  was  afted  in  1702, 
and  his  lateft  is  dated  in  1732, 
but  Gibber  informs  us  that  he  did 

not  die  till  about  1744. As  a 

dramatic  Writer,  he  is  far  from 
deferving  to  be  placed  amongft  the 
loweft  Clafs  ;  for  tho'  his  Plots 
are  feldom  original,  yet  he  has 
given  them  fo  many  Additions  of 
his  own,  and  has  cloathed  the 
Defigns 
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:Defigns  of  others  in  To  pleafing 
■a  Drefs,  that  a  great  Share  of 
the    Merit     they    pofTefs    ought 

to    be    attributed    to    him. 

The  Language  of  his  Comedies, 
which  are  greatly  fuperior  to  his 
Trajedies,  is  eafy,  and  the  Dia- 
logue natural  and  fprightly  ;  and 
•two  of  them,  -viz.  the  Wife's  Re- 
lief and  the  Country  Lafjh,  ftill 
continue  on  the  Lift  of  afting 
•Plays. 

Tho'  I  have  obferved  before, 
that  he  was  a  Man  of  a  very  in- 
cffenfive  Behaviour,  yet  he  could 
not  efcape  the  Satire  of  Mr.  Pope, 
who,  too  ready  torefent  even  any 
fuppos'd  Offence,  has,  on  fome 
trivial  Pique,  immortalized  him 
in  the  Duiiciad,  and  in  one  of  the 
Notes  to  that  Poem  has  quoted 
from  another  Piece,  called  Tke 
CharaBcrs  of  the  Tmesy  the  fol- 
lowing Account  of  our  Author. 

*'  Charles  Jvhnfon,  famous  for 
*'  writing  a  Play  every  Year,  and 
"  for  being  at  Button  s  every  Day. 
"  He  had  probably  thriven  better 
"  in  his  Vocation  had  he  been  a 
'<  fmall  Matter  leaner  ;  he  may 
"  be  juftly  called  a  Martyr  to 
*■'  Obedty,  and  be  faid  to  have 
^'  fallen  a  Viftim  to  the  Rotun- 
'*  dity  of  his  Parts." 

I  do  not  repeat  this  Quotation 
by  any  Means  with  a  View  to  re- 
flect on  Mr,  Johvfon,  but  think 
on  the  contrary,  that  it  Should 
rather  turn  to  his  Honour,  fmce 
that  Man's  Charader  muft  be  ex- 
tremely unexceptionable,  on  whom 
his  Enemies  can  fix  no  greater 
imputation  than  the  Defefts  of 
his  Perfon;  but  rather  to  point 
out  how  low  Refentnient  may 
icmetimes  plunge  even  the  moft 
brilliant  Geniufes,  when  it  can 
lead  them  to  encourage  Scurrility 
without  Wit,  and  mere  perfonai 
Reflection  without  even  the  Sha- 
dow of  Humour. 


JO 

The  dramatic  Pieces  this  Ait- 
thor  produced,  notwithftanding 
that  he  appears  to  have  quitted 
writing  for  the  Stage  for  feme 
Years  before  his  Dea'h,  are  very 
numerous,  and  willbefeen  in  the 
following  Lift. 

I.  CbZ-Zi^r  o/"  Preston.  Farce, 

CELiA,     Trag. 

Couvtry  Laffes,     Com. 

Ephesia'n  Matron.     F. 

Force  of  Friend/hip.     Trag, 

Firtitne  in  her  Wits.     Com, 

Generous  Eu/Jjand.     Com. 

8.  Gentleman  Cully.   Com,    (af- 

cribed  to   him   by  Coxctet 
only,) 

9.  Love  and  Liberty.     Trag. 
10,  Love  in  a  Cbcjl.     Farce, 

I  r.  Love  in  a  Foreji.      Com. 

12.  Mafqiierade,      Com. 

13.  Medea.     Trag. 

«4.  Succejiftl  Pirate,    Tr.-Com. 

15.  Siihar.ejs.     Trag. 

16.  FiBim.     Tiag. 

17.  Village  Qfera. 

18.  Wife's  Relief.     Com. 
Johnson,  Mx.  Samuel,  M.  A. 

• — This  excellent  Writer  ,  who 
is  no  lefs  the  Glory  of  the  pre- 
sent Age  and  Nation,  than  he 
will  be  the  Admiration  of  all 
fucceeding  ones,  received  his  E- 
ducation  and  took  his  Degrees  at 
Univerfity   of  Oxford^    after 
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quitting  which  Place  I  have  been 
informed  he  for  fome  Time  was 
Mafter   of  a  private  Academy  at 

Litchfield. A  Genius  like  his, 

however,  could  not  long  content 
itfelf  with  that  moft  difagreeable 
of  all  Drudgery,  the  mere  clalTical 
Inftrudion  of  Youth,  nor  fuffer 
its  Brightnefs  to  be  conceal'd  in 
the  dull  Obicurity  of  a  Country 
Academy. — He  came  up  therefore 
to  London,  where  he  immediately 
gave  Proofs  how  high  a  Rank  in 
the  World  of  Letters  he  (leferved 

to    hold. Having   conceived 

the  Defign  of  ont  of  the  nobleft 
aui 
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and  mofl:  ufeful,  tho'  at  the  fame 
Time  the  moft  laborious  Works 
that  could  be  poflibly  undertaken, 
njix.  A  compleat  Grammar  and 
DiBionary  of  <>ur  hitherto  un- 
fettled  Language  ;  he  drew  up  a 
Plan  of  the  faid  Defign,  in  a  Let- 
ter to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Earl  of  Chefierfieldy  which  beii^g 
publiflied,  gave  the  ftrongeft  Proof, 
in  its  own  Compofition,  how  great 
a  Degree  cf  grammatical  Perfec- 
tion and  claflical  Elegance  the 
Englijb  Tongue  was  capable  of  be- 
ing brought  to. — The  Execution 
of  this  Plan  coft  him  the  Labonr 
of  many  Years  ;  but  the  Manner 
in  which  it  was  at  laft  executed 
made  ample  Amends  for  all  the 
Expcfflations  of  the  Public  in  Re- 
gard to  it  for  fo  long  a  Time  j 
and  the  Honours  paid  him  on  the 
Occafion  of  its  Publication  by  fe- 
vcral  of  the  foreign  Academies, 
particularly  by  the  Acadsmia  d:Va 
Crufca,  leave  all  Encomium  on 
the' Work  in  this  Place  entire!y 
unneceflaiy,' — During  fome  Inter- 
vals of  Recefs  necefikary  to  the 
Fatigue  of  this  ftupendous  Under- 
taking, Mr.  Johnjon  publiflied 
many  other  Pieces  which  are  mofl- 
truly  capital  in  their  Kind  ;  a- 
mong  which  the  Rambler,  a  Se- 
ries of  periodical  Eflays  which 
came  out  twice  a  Week  for  two 
Years  fuccefilvely,  ftood  in  the 
foremofl:  Rank. — In  the  Courfe 
of  fo  great  a  Number  of  thefe  Pa- 
pers as  this  long  Period  demand- 
ed, the  Number  which  the  Un- 
dertaker of  them  was  favour- 
ed with  by  otliers,  wa.'  inconfi- 
derable;  and  yet,  on  the  whole, 
thd  Produft  of  this  fingle  Ge- 
nius ,  thus  perpetually  cmploy- 
cA.,  proved  at  leaft  equal,  if  aot 
luperior,  to  that  of  the  Club  of 
^rft-rate  Wits,  who  were  con- 
cerned in  thofe  celebrated  Works 
the  Spe^aw  and  Tatl^r^  »-  lAv, 
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Jobtifoni  Stile  in  Profe  is  neneus 
and  claflically  correflj  in  Verfe 
his  Numbers  ^re  iharmonious  and 
muficnl,  yet  bold  and  poignant, 
and  on  the  whole  approach  nearer 
to  Mr.  Popis  Manner  of  Verfifi- 
cation  thjn  that  of  any  oth^r 
Writer  ;  and  tho'  he  has  favour- 
ed the  World  with  but  little  ia 
ahjolute  Verfe  (for  all  his  Profe  is 
Poetry)  yet  tlvat  little,  like  Dia- 
monds of  the  firil  Water,  will 
ever  be  held  in  the  higheft  Efti- 
mation,  whilft  Gems  of  larger 
Bulk,  with  lefs  inlrinfic  Worthy 

are  fcarcely  look'd  upon. In 

ihort,  while  the  Name  of  Juvenal 
fhall  be  remember'd,  this  Gentle- 
man's improved  Imitations  of 
him,  in  his  two  Poems,  entitled 
London,  and  The  Vanity  of  Human 
Wijhcs,  muft  be  read  with  De- 
light.— His  Imagination  is  ama- 
zingly extenfive,  and  his  Know- 
ledge of  Men  and  Manners  un- 
bounded, as  may  be  plainly  traced 
in  his  Eajcrn  Stories  in  the  Ram- 
bler, in  whicli  he  has  not  only 
fupported  to  the  utmoft  the  Sub- 
limity of  the  Eafiern  Manner  cf 
Expreffion,  but  even  greatly  ex- 
celled any  of  the  Oriental  Writers 
in  the  Fertility  of  his  Invention, 
the  ConduiSl  of  his  Plots,  and  the 
Juftice  and  Strength  of  his  Sen- 
timents.  iHis   capital  Work 

of  that  Kind,  however,  is  a  No- 
vel entitled  Rajfelas  Prince  of  A- 
byjjlnia,  too  well  known  and  uni- 
verfally  read  to  need  any  Com- 
ment here,  and  in  which,  as  he 
does  at  prefent,  fo  he  probably 
ever  will,  fland  without  an  equal. 

Our  Author  has  wrote  only  one 
dramatic  Piece,  the  Succefs  of 
which  was  not  equal  to  its  Merit, 
owing  entirely  to  his  having  too 
ftri£lly  adhered  to  the  Arlfiotelian 
:Ruies  of  the  Drama  to  render  his 
Piece  Agreeable  to  the  Tafte  of 
our  prefent  theatrical  Audience?, 

[  T  3  who 
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who  look  for  little  more  than  Plot 
and  Incident,  without  paying  any 
great  Regard  either  to  Charafter, 
Language,  or  Sentiment  ;  it  was 
performed  at  Drury-Lane  Theatie, 
and  entitled, 

Irene,  Trag. 
It  would,  however,  be  the  high- 
eft  Injuftice,  after  beftowing  thcfe 
undeniable  Encomiums  on  his 
Genius,  were  I  not  to  obferve, 
that  nothing  but  that  Genius  can 
poffibly  exceed  the  Extent  of  his 
Erudition,  and  it  would  be  adding 
a  greater  Injury  to  his  flill  mora 
valuable  Qualities,  Mere  we  to 
ftop  here,  fince,  together  with  the 
abkji  Head,  he  feems  poflefled  of 
the  very  bcfi  Heart  at  prefent  ex- 
ifting. — Every  Line,  every  Senti- 
ment, that  iffues  from  his  Pen, 
tends  to  the  great  Centre  of  all  his 
Views,  the  Promotion  of  Virtue, 
Religion  and  Humanity  ;  nor  are 
his  Actions  lefs  pointed  towards 
the  fame  great  End. — - — Benevo- 
lence, Charity  and  Piety  are  the 
moft  flriking  Features  in  his  Cha- 
racter, and  v.'hile  his  Writings 
point  out  to  us  what  a  good  Man 
ought  to  be,  his  own  Cor.du£l  fets 
u's  an  Example  of  what  he  is. 

Johnson,  Mr.  Samuel. — This 
Gentleman,  tho'  Namefake  to  the 
laft-mentioned  Author,  muft  not 
^z  confounded  wirh  him. — He  is 
the  Author  of  the  three  follow- 
ing dramatic  Pieces,  ajl  of  which, 
at  the  Time  of  their  firft  Appear- 
ance, greatly  attratfled  the  Notice 
of  the  Public,  i-ix. 

1 .  All  alive  and  merry. 

2.  Chcjhire  Comics, 

3.  Hurlothrumbo. 

All  thefe  Pieces  were  reprefented 
at  the  Theatre  in  the  Haymarket ; 
but  the  laft,  in  particular,  took 
an  amazing  Run,  owing  to  the 
whimfical  Madnefs  and  Extrava- 
gance which  ran  thro'  the  whole 
Piece  and  its  Author,  who  him- 
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felf  prefented  a  principal  Charac- 
ter in  it  called  Lord  Flame,  into 
which  he  haJ  thrown  fuch  a 
Mixture  of  fine  Thoughts  and  un- 
intelligible Fuftian  that  no  cn« 
could  poflibly  underftand  what  he 
was  aiming  at  ;  and  if  at  any 
Time  this  Unintelligiblenefs  was 
objeded  to  him  as  a  Fault  in  his 
Piece,  his  conftant  Reply  was, 
that  the  Fault  did  not  lie  iji  that, 
but  in  the  Audience,  who  did  not 
take  the  proper  Method  for  at- 
taining a  fCnowledge  of  his  Mean- 
ing ;  that  no  one  could  poffibly 
underhand  our  Author  perfeftly 
unlefs  they  examined  his  Works 
in  the  fame  Situation  and  State  of 
Mind,  as  they  were  written  5  and 
therefore,  as  he  himfelf  never  fate 
down  to  write  without  a  Fiddle 
in  his  Hand,  it  was  impoflible  for 
any  one  to  comprehend  the  Seafe 
of  what  he  wrote,  without  an  In- 
ftrument  of  the  very  fame  Kind 
to  quicken  their  Underflandings. 
— But,  in  Order  in  fome  Meafure 
to  remedy  this  Deficiency  in  the 
Audience,  he  ufed  to  act  his  Part 
of  Lord  Flame  in  a  Manner  equally 
extravagant  with  the  reft  of  the 
Aftair,  •vi^.  with  a  Violin  in  his 
Hand,  which  he  occafionally  play- 
ed upon,  and  fometim^es  walking 
in  high  Stilts. 

Mr.  Johnfon  is  a  Native  of 
Chejhire,  and  was  bred  to  and  fol- 
lowed the  Piofeffion  of  a  Dancing 
Mafter,  yet,  from  what  has  been 
above  related,  it  is  apparent  ha 
muft  have  been  Infefted  with  a 
ftrongTin£ture  of  Infanity,in  Con- 
fequence  of  which,  it  is  probable, 
that  not  many  Perfons  w^ould  be 
willing  to  entruft  their  Children 
in  his  Hands  j  yet,  as  his  Mad- 
nefs did  not  take  any  dangerous  or 
mifchievous  Turn  ;  and,  as  it  was. 
accompanied  with  Flights  of  Wit 
and  Humour  that  render'd  him, 
tho'  an  extraordinary,  yet  far  from 
a  dif- 
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a  dilagixeablc  Companion,  his 
Acquaintance  has  been  fought  by 
moft  of  the  Gentlemen  of  Fortune 
in  that  Country,  at  whofe  Houfes 
he  ufed  to  refide  alternately  for  a 
confiderable  Time,  in  fuch  Man- 
ner as  to  render  the  Purfuit  of 
Bufinefs  unnecefTary  to  him. — 
He  is  flili  living,  and  continues 
the  fame  Kind  of  Life  and  Hu- 
mour, but  has  quitted  writing  for 
the  Stage,  as  that  origin:.!  Oddity 
which,  like  Trijlram  Shandy,  the 
World  run  mad  in  Admiration  of, 
only  becaufe  they  did  not  under- 
ftand  it,  at  length  grew  tirefome, 
and  like  that  became  as  univer- 
fally  decried,  as  at  firft  it  had  been 
imiverfally  followed.  —  The  fol- 
lowing humourous  Anecdote, 
which  vvas  related  to  me  by  a 
Gentleman  who  left  Chefhire  not 
long  fince,  may  ferve  to  give  the 
Reader  feme  Idea  of  Mr.  JohnJon\ 
general  Turn,  and  unconcerned 
Manner. — Some  little  Time  ago 
our  Author  having  been  invited  to 
pafs  feme  Months  at  the  Country 
Houfe  of  a  Gentleman  who  had 
a  great  Regard  for  him,  but  whom 
he  had  never  vifited  before  }  he 
accepted  the  Invitation,  and  was 
for  fome  Time  treated  with  the 
utmofl:  Hofpitality  and  Kindnefs. 
— But  at  length,  having  fhewn  in 
fome  of  his  ExprelTions  and  Ac- 
tions that  wild  and  unaccountable 
Extravagance  and  Oddity  which 
runs  thro'  his  Compofition,  the 
Lady  of  the  Houfe,,  who  happened 
to  enjoy  but  a  very  indifferent 
State  of  Health,  which  rendered 
her  hippifh  and  low-fpirited,  and 
being  moreover  naturally  of  a  ti- 
morous Difpofition,  began  to  be 
extremely  alarmed  at  his  Beha- 
viour, and  apprehenfive  that  at 
fome  Time  or  other  he  might  do 
Mifchief  either  to  himfelf  or  o- 
thers. — On  this  fhe  repeatedly  re- 
monftrated   to  her  Huiband,   in- 


treating  him  to  find  fome  Mean5 
of  getting  rid  of  Mr.  yohnjon.— 
The  Gentleman,  however,  who 
was  better  acquainted  with  John- 
fons  Manner,  and  therefore  un- 
der no  fuch  Apprehenfions,  was  , 
unwilling  to  proceed  to  an  Aft  of  _ 
fo  much  feeming  Inhofpitality,  as 
the  forbidding  his  Houfe  to  a 
Perfon  whom  he  had  himfdf 
invited  to  it,  and  therefore  de- 
clined fo  doing  for  forne  Time  j 
till  at  length,  on  the  continued 
Solicitations  of  his  Lady,  vvhd-n 
he  found  he  could  not  make  ealy 
on  any  other  7  erms,  he  conimif-  - 
fioned  a  mutual  Friend  to  both,  to 
break  the  ASair  to  Mr.  Jchnfon. 
— This  being  done  with' all  "the 
Tendernefs  imaginable,  and  the 
true  Reafon  aiTign'd  by  V/ay  of 
Vindication  of  the  Gentleman 
himfelf,  Mr.  "Johnfon,  with  great 
Coolncfs,  and  a  Gaiety  of  Tem- 
per peculiar  to  himfelf,  replied, 
'That  he  ivas  mofi  perfeHly  perfuaded 

of  Mr. 'i  Regard  for  biir.,  and 

jhould  evtr  retain  the  mojl  grateful 
Senfe  of  tiv  CrTjiiifies  be  had  reai'v- 
edffom  bijn:,  that  he  alfo  maintain- 
ed the  highefl  B.effeB  for  his  Lady  ; 
and  thought  it  his  Duty,  by  every 
Means  in  his  Poiver,  to  contribute 
to  the  R,fioration  of  her  Peace  of 
Mind,  ivhich  it  appears  that  le 
had  been  the  innocent  Caufe  of  dif- 
turbjng  J  that  he,  therefore,  might 
gi-ve  her  theftrongeft  y^ffurancesfrom 
bim,  together  ivith  his  Compliments, ' 
that  he  never  luould  again  trou- ' 
ble  her  //ok/?  whilft  li'ving,  but, 
as  a  Teftimonial  of  his  fincere 
'E^ztm,fhe  might  depend  on  it  that, 
after  his  Dssith, he  fbould confder  her 
as  the  very  firft  Perfon  to  whom,  on 
a  Vifit  back  to  this  World,  he  fljould 
think  himjelf  under  cm  Obligation 
to  pay  his  RefpeSis, — This  Mefiage 
being  delivered  to  the  Lady,  who 
we  have  before  obferved  was  of  an 
Hypochondriac  Complexion,  threw 
[  T  2  ]  hb 
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her  into  ftlll  greater  Apprehen- 
fiorys  than  before  j  and,  fearing 
that  he  would'  be  as  good  as  his 
"Word,  intreatcd  the  Gentleman 
^o  go  back  to  Mr.  Jobfifon,  and 
t^l^from'  hei*  that  he  would  conti- 
nue where  he  was,  or  at  leaft  fa- 
vcar  them  with  his  Company  as 
often  as  poflible,  for  that^  -with 
al!  his  Wildnefs,  foe  had  much  rs" 
iher  jee  him  alive  than  dead. 

Mr.  Johnfon  as  a  Writer  ftands 
Vn  the  fame  Predicament  as  in  his 
pcrfonal  Charaderj  his  Wntings 
^lave  Madnefs  in  them,  but  at  the 
f.-iine  Time  it  is  evidently  the 
Madncfs  of  a  Man  of  great  Abi- 
lities.-—In  hhHurlothrujtiho,  more 
particulariy,  there  are  fome  Beau- 
ties, in  tk^  Midft  of  numberlefs 
Abfurdities,  that  would  do  Ho- 
nour even  to  our  firft  Rate  Ge- 
niufes, — In  Proof  of  which  I  Hiall 
prefent  my  Readers  with  a  few 
Quotations  fiomthat  Piece,  v,'hich 
iitsay  prove  by  no  Means  unenter- 
taining,  not  only  as  Specimens  of 
i\is  Manner  of  Writing,  but  as 
they  are  in  th'ertii elves- truly  worth 
preferving  j  and  that  the  Book  it- 
felf  being  extremely  fcarce,  an4 
jnoreover",  front  t'he  general  Idea 
formed  of  it,    hardly  confidered 

as   worth"  looking  into. The 

greatcft'  Part  of  them  may  poflibly 
te  unacquainted  with  that  Piece  j 
without  Regard  to  Order,  tliere- 
fore,  be  pleafed  to  acce{^t  the  fol- 
lowing Sentim'ents  felefted  from 
if. 

'*  Pride  is  the  Serpent's  Egg, 
«  laid  in  the  Hearts  of  all,  but 
"'liatch'd  by  none  but  Fools." 

**  Confcience  is  an  intelledhial' 
^  Caul  that  covers  the  Heart,  up- 
''*  on'  which  all  the  Faculties  fport 
^f  in  Terror,  like  Boys  that  dance 
**  upon  the  Ice." 

•^  You  are  the  moff  covetous 
^  Man  in  the  Univerfe  j  you  give 
•*  wbat  you   have   away  to  the 
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"  Poor,  that  you  may  enjoy  it  all 
"  yourfelfj  and  when  your  Time 
*'  is  to  die,  you'll  not  leavxj  a 
"  Farthing  behind  you  to  fling 
**  away." 

**  He  that  lives  in  Pleafure  runs 
"  up  a  Score,  and  he  that  is  af- 
"  fli£led  is  paying  Debts." 

"  A  Coquet  is  a  Whore  in  the 
«  Soul,  a  Hjtilot  for  the  Devil." 

*'  Oh  !  who  fljall  deliver  me 
"  from  the  Contagion  of  Mor- 
"  tals  5 — Of  my  Lambs,  that  in- 
*'  nocently  fport  all  round  me,  of 
<*  them  will  I  learn  Humility, 
*'  and  defpife  your  Arrogance  : 
*«  My  Dog,  that  fcouts  upon  the 
"  Plain,  I'll  compare  him  with 
"  you,  and  blu£h  for  you.  He 
*'  loves  me  and  is  conftant,  a  fer- 
''  vent  Friend,  will  fight  till 
"  Death  for  his  Mailer,  rifes  not 
**  up  againft  him  when  he  fmites 
*'  him  J  he's  grateful,  he  flatters 
*<  not,  and  to  your  Shame  has 
"  more  Compaflion  j  for  with  his 
"  Tongue  he'll  heal  the  Wound 
**  of  the  Opprcfled. — Ye  Ratio- 
""  nals,  learn  of  Brutes,  they  teach 
*•  nie  to  abhor  Mankind." 

Scmentory^s  Sentiments  of  Hap- 
pitiefs  in  Love  are  ingenious.— 
"  Of  all  Happinefs  (fays  Ihe)  that 
"  h  the  moft  fweet,  that  is  near- 
"^  eft  to-  us  ;  Riches  lie  in  the 
**  Parfe,  Love  in  the  Htart  j  ne- 
«  ver  marry  for  Honour  or  Title  j 
"  Fame  is  always  at  a  Diftance  j 
<*<  the  Man  I  love  is  near.  What 
'*  is  Fame  .?  A  Word  ;  that  Word 
*'  is  Wind,  the  Humming  of  a 
•'  Bee  3  but  when  I  flefp  by  the 
<'  Man  I  love,  no  Wind  can  come 
*''  to  me." 

The  Scene  between  Urbandetmy 
and  Puny  the  Mifer,  contains  the 
following  very  juft  Remarks  on 
Avarice  and  upftart  Gentility.-— 
The  Mifcr  is  in  Alarm  on  a  Re- 
bellion being  railed  in  the  City, 
and  exclaims  to  himfelf  thus, 
*'  Oh! 
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*'  Oh  !  thefe  Rogues  are  coming, 
'<  they'll  rob  me,  take  my  Plate 
*«  and  break  my  Windows  }  O  ! 
«<  fweet  Heaven,  forgive  me  all 
*'  my  ill-dreamt  vifionary  Lewd- 
*'.nefs. — If  they  come  I  fhall  ne- 
*'  ver  purchafe  Kemp's  Eftale,  and 
*<  buy  a  Coat  of  Arms  and  a  Pa- 
**  tent  for  my  Son. 

Enter  Urbandenny. 

"  Urbaiu  So,  old  Gaddecai; 
•'  you're  at  Prayers  j  cry  aloud, 
*'  thy  Deity  is  deaf,  vith  your 
"  fquinting  Soul  that  ken  both 
"  Earth  and  Heaven  j  fling  your 
*'  Bags  into  the  Eler.icnts,  then 
^'  will  you  look  ftraight  up  right. 
'*  Begone,  what  haft  thou  to  do 
*'  in 'this  World  ?  What  doft  thou 
**  mean  ? 

♦'  Pujiy.  I  mean  to  be  the  Root 
*'  of  a  Family. 

"  Urban.  If  the  Root  be  Ava- 
**'  rice  ,  what  will  the  Body, 
'*  Branches,  Leaves  and  Fruit  be  ? 
**  Twenty  Generations  muft  pafs 
*'  away  before  thy  Seed  can  be 
*' refin'd  fo  far  as  to  produces 
*'  Gentleman. 

*♦  Piiry.  Is  not  Gold  a  Gentle- 
*"'  man  ;  a  Perfon  of  Quality  ?— > 
"  What  makes  a  Gentleman  ? 

"  Urban.  Education,  Honour 
"  and  Generofity ;  add  to  a  fine 
*'  Gentleman,  Love,  Relolution, 
"  Tafte  :  A  Perfon  of  Qu^ality 
f-  has  all  thefe  Pcrfedions,  and 
''  is  difcerning  ;  with  a  fublime 
**  Thiift  in  the  Soul }  a  Longing 
"*'  to  reward  Merit  j  fervent  to 
*^  lerve  the  Meaneft,  and  pun£lual 
•'  to  his  Word  ;  his  Blood  isdou- 
'*  ble  and  treble  refin'd  ;  he's  full 
'*  of  Heaven;  a  Sun  Fire  j  a 
^*  Light  that  quenghes  all  the 
"*  Fiame  of  Nature. 

"  Puny,  Cannot  a  new-born 
**  Gentleman  have  all  thefe  Per- 
«'  fe£lions  ? 

*'  U.ijjtxn.  Noj  your  Upflarts  are 
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*'  huge  and  taJi,  converfe  with  a 
*'  Prince  of  the  Air,  and  their 
"  Noftrils  are  full  of  the  Devil." 

Dologoddmd's  Curfe  on  Uurlo" 
thriimbo  is  perhaps  equal  to  any 
Thing  of  the  Kind  in  ourov/n  or 
any  other  Language. — It  is  as  fol- 
lows, 

**  May  Heaven  pour  down  up- 
*<  on  him  the  bitter  Blefling,  the 
<'  Honey  Curfe,  the  gilded  Pill 
"  that  fatisfies  Defire  and  infeils 
"  the  Mind  ;  give  him  Riches, 
"  and  make  him  love  them  ;  then 
<*  will  he  be  abhorr'd  of  Men,  the 
«  Spirits,  the  Angels,  and  the 
*'  Gods ;  may  a  proud  Sign  ap- 
"  pear  in  his  Face,  that  he  may 
"  be  a  Tavern  for  Devils  to  riot 
*<  and  banquet  in  5  let  him  pam- 
"  per  Nature,  feed  high  to  de- 
«'  flroy  his  Tafle,  fo  blind  all  the 
"  Beauties  of  his  Mind  ;  then 
*'  will  his  hungry  Pleafure  de- 
*<  vour  up  all  the  eternal  Treafure 
*«  of  his  Soul." 

I  fhall  clofe  this  Set  of  Quota- 
tions with  Part  of  a  Speech  of 
Lord  Flame's,  which  being  the 
mcft  extravagant  Charafter  in  the 
vhole  Piece,  will  fhew  how  much 
Ojiginality  and  inventive  Imagi- 
nation this  Writer  pofiefTes  even 
in  his  wildell  Flights.— It  is  Part 
of  a  Defcription  of  the  next 
World,  wltere,  after  he  has  given 
fome  general  Account  of  the  State 
of  Spirits  there,  he  then  proceeds, 

•^  Queen  Elizabeth  is  in  her 
♦^  Hut  felling  of  fjy'd  Fritters  5 
"  PoKpev  and  Alexander  carry 
"  Chaicoal  to  feed  her  Fir.es  j  the 
*'  Great  Mogul,  the  Czar,  the 
**  grim  Bapaw.  ihz  Emperor,  the 
*'  Grand  Turk  and  Cafar,  are 
*'  fcramWing  for  the  Drops  of  the 
^*  Pan  ;  and,  as  they  are  wont, 
''  are  fcufBing  for  Trifles,  till  it 
•'  raifes  ^  their  inextinguifhable 
'<  Rage  to  Loggerheads," 

[  T  3  ]  Jo>m^ 
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Johnson,  IVfr. — Who  or  what 
"this  Gentleman  was  I  know  not, 
but  find  his  Name  prefixed  to  a 
Comedy,   entitled, 

The  Female  Fortune-teller.  Com. 

Jones,  Mr.  Henfy. — This  Au- 
thor, who  is  ftilHiving,  is  a  Na- 
tive of  Irelajid)  being  born  at 
Uroghcda,  in  the  County  o(  Meath 
in  that  Kingdom. — He  was  bred 
a  Bricklayer,  but,  having  a  na- 
tural Inclination  for  the  Mufes, 
ht  purfued  his  Devotions  to  them 
even  during  the  Labours  of  his 
mere  mechanical  Avocations,  and 
cdmpofing  a  Line  of  Brick  and  a 
Line  of  Verfe  altcrnatelvj  his 
Walls  and  Poems  rofe  in  Growth 
together  j  but  which  of  his  La- 
bours will  be  moft  durable  Time 
alone  muft determine. — -His  Turn, 
as  is  moft  generally  the  Cafe  with 
mean  Poets,  or  Bards  of  humble 
Origin,  was  Pan-egyrick. — This 
procur'd  him  fortve  Friends,  and, 
ia  the  Year  1745,  '^^'^^^  ^^^c  Earl 
of  Cbejicrfeld  went  over  to  Ireland 
as  Lord  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Jojks 
was  recommended  to  the  Notice 
©f  that  Nobleman,  who  has  not 
feeen  more  remarkable  for  his 
ciwn  fhining  Talents  and  Brillian- 
cy of  Parts,  than  for  his  zealous 
and  generous  Patronage  of  Genius 
in  whatever  Perfon  or  of  what- 
•ever  Rank  he  may  chance  to  meet 
withit. — fiis Excellency,  delight- 
ed Vvith  the  Difcovery  r  f  this  me- 
chanic Mufe,  not  only  favoured 
Eim  with  his  own  Notice  and  ge- 
jierous  Munificence,  thought  pro- 
fer  to  tranfplant  this  opening 
.Flower  into  a  warmer  and  mere 

■thriving  Cliirate. He  brought 

iim  with  him  to  England,  recom- 
Jiieaded  him  to  many  of  the  No- 
tility  there,  and  not  only  by  his 
influence  and  Intereft  procured 
Bini  a  large  Subfcription  for  the 
gwbliihiog    a    Cclkdion  of  his 
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Poems,  But  it  is  faid  even  took  on 
himfelf  the  Alteration  and  Cor- 
reftion  of  his  Tragedy,  and  alfo 
the  Care  of  prevailing  on  the  Ma- 
nagers of  CovcTit-Garden  Theatre 
to  bring  it  on  the  Stage. — This 
Nobleman  alfo  recommended  him 
in  the  warrrrefl:  Ma-aner  to  the 
late  Mr.  Colley  Cibber,  whofe- 
friendly  and  humane  Difpofition 
induced  him  to  fhew  him  a  thou- 
fand  Afts  of  Friendfiiip,  and  I 
have  even  been  informed  that  lie 
made  ftrong  Efforts  by  his  Inter- 
eft at  Court  to  have  fecured  to 
him  the  Succeflion  of  the  Laurel- 
after  his  Death. 

The  Appearance  of  Mr.  jfcnes's 
Play  is  fo  recent,  arid  its  Reprc- 
fentation  fo  frequently  repeated, 
that,  excepting  for  the  Sake  of 
more  diftant  Readers,  it  would 
fcarcely  be  neceflary  to  mention 
that  the  Title  of  it  is 

The  ^<2r/c/EssEx.  Trag. 
My  Opinion  of  Mr.  Jones's  Me- 
rit as  a  dramatic  Writer  may  be 
{ctti  in  my  Account  of  this  Play 
in  the  firft  Part  of  the  prcfent 
Work. — His  poetical  WoriJi  in 
his  other  Writings  is  certainly  not 
in  itfelf  contemptible,  yet  is  far 
from  being  of  the  firft  rate  Kind. 
— In  fhort,  it  is  pretty  nearly  on 
a  Par  with  that  of  another  ruftic 
bred  Bard  of  this  Century,  whom 
the  Royal  Favour  having  given  a 
Sandion  to,  it  became  a  Fafhion 
to  admire  his  Writings,  tho'  the 
greateft  Value  that  either  that 
Gentleman's  Poems  or  thofe  of 
our  Author  pofTefTed  to  call  them 
into  Notice  above  Hundreds  of 
tiie  humbler  Inhabitants  of  Par- 
najfut,  was  their  being  produced 
by  Geniufes  entirely  unculti- 
vated ;  fo  that,  the  Wonder  was 
not  how  Men  of  a  poetical  Turn? 
fljould  produce  fuch  VerfeS  as 
theirs,  but  how  any  Verfes  at  all 
fljouid 
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ihould  be  the  Produce  of  a  Thatch- 
er or  a  Bricklayer. 

Jones,  Mr.  John. — Of  this 
Author  I  find  no  farther  Mention 
than  that  he  lived  in  the  Reign 
of  Charles  I.  and  wrote  one  very 
indifferent  Play,  intitled, 

Adrasta. 

Jon  SON,  Ben,  oneofthemoft 
confiderable  dramatic  Poets  of  the 
laft  Age  ;  whether  we  confider 
the  Number  or  the   Prlerit  of  his 

Produftions. He  was   born  at 

JVeJimifjJier'in  1574,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  the  public  School  there, 
under  the  great  Camden. — He  was 
defcendcd  from  a  Scots  Family ; 
and  his  Father,  who  loft  his  Ef- 
tate  under  Q^Mary,  dying  before 
©ur  Poet  was  born,  and  his  Mo- 
ther marrying  a  Bricklayer  for  her 
fecond  Hufband,  Ben  was  taken 
from  School  to  work  at  his  Fa- 
ther-in-Law's  Trade. — Not  be- 
ing captivatrd  with  this  Employ- 
ment, he  went  into  the  Low 
Countries,  and  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  in  a  military  Capacity. 

On  his  Return  fo  England  he 
entered  himfelf  at  St.  _76/f^«'s  Col- 
lege Cambridge,  and  having  killed 
a  Perfon  in  a  Duel,  was  con- 
demned, and  narrowly  efcaped 
Execution. — After  this  he  turned 
Aftor,  and  Sbakefpecre  is  faid  to 
have  firft  introduced  him  to  the 
World,  by  recommending  a  Play 
of  his  to  the  Stage,    atter  it  had 

been    rejeded. His    Ahhymijl 

gained  him  fuch  Reputation  that 
in  1619  he  was,  at  the  Death  of 
Mr.  Daniel,  made  Poet  Laureat 
to  K.  James  I.  and  Matter  of  Arts 
at  Oxford. 

As  we  do  not  find  jfonfons  osco- 
nomical  Virtues  any  where  re- 
corded, it  is  the  lefs  to  be  won- 
dered at,  that  after  this  we  find 
him  petitioning  K.  Charles,  on 
his  Acceffion,  to  enlarge  his  Fa-- 
ther's  Allowance  of  a  huadred 
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Marks  into  Pounds  j  and  quickly 
after  we  learn  that  he  was  very  poor 
and  fick,  lodging  in  an  obfcure 
Alley :  On  which  Occanon  it  was, 
that  Charles  being  prevailed  on  in 
his  Favour,  fent  him  ten  Gui- 
neas J-  which  Ben  receiving,  faid, 
**  His  Majelty  has  fent  me  ten 
"  Guineas  becaufe  I  am  poor, 
<'  and  live  in  an  Alley,  go  ink 
"  tell  him  that  his  Soul  lives  in 
"  an  Alley." 

He  died  in  Auguji  1637,  aged 
63  Years,  and  was  buried  ia 
TVeflmivfter-  Abbey . 

His  dramatic  Compofitions  are 
very  numerous,  and  are  as  fol- 
lows. 

1.  Alchymijl.     Com, 

2.  Bartbohmezv-Fair»     Com. 

3.  Catahne's  Ccnfpiracy,     Trag, 

4.  Challenge  at  Tilt.  At  a  Mar- 

riage,  printed  in  16^0, 

5.  Chrifimai's  Majque. 

6.  Chridia.     A  Maft^ue, 

7.  Cynthia  s  Revels.     Mafque, 
S.   The  Dezil  is  an  A/:.     Cozti, 
9.  Entertainment  cf  King  JameSf 

in  paffing  his  Coronation. 

10.  Entertainment   in  pri-vate  of 

the  King  and  Queen,  on 
May  Day  in  tlie  Morning, 
At  Sir  N^m.  Cornzvallis'^s, 
at  Highgate. 

11.  Ditto  at  Theobald" s,  on  the 

Delivery  up  of  the  Hoxtfe 
by  the  E.  of  Salifiury. 

12.  Entertainment  in  particular  oi 

the  Qiicen  and  Prince,  on 
the'r  firft  com'ng  into  the 
Kingc^om. 

13.  Er.tertainvientofthetiuo  Kingi. 

cf  Great- Britain  andDej;i~ 

mark,  at  Theobald'^. 
E-Tery  Man  in  hii  Hun:dUr, 

Com. 
E^jery  Man   cut  tj  hii  Htt' 

tr.our.      Com. 

1 6.  Fortunate  IJles,  and  their  U- 

tiion  celebrated.     Mafque. 

17.  Cald&n  Age  re^ared,  Mafque* 


14. 


JO 

iS.  F.ymenai,  &c.     Maique. 

19.  hijh  Majque. 

20.  King's  Entertainment  at 
Welbeck,  on  his  going  to 
Scotland. 

21.  Loiie  freed  from  Ignorance 
and  Foliy.      Mafque. 

22.  Love  reftored,     Mafque. 

23.  hc've's  PFelcomet  Mafque, 
for  the  King  and  Q,ueen 
at  Boljo'ver. 

24.  Magnetic  Lady.     Com. 

25.  Mafque,  on  Lord  Hading- 
toir's  Marriage. 

26.  Mafejue  cf  Augurs, 
a  7 .   Ma  [que  of  Oiv/s . 
aS.  M:ifque  of  ^/(em. 

29.  Mafque  for  the  French  Am- 

balTador. 

30.  Mitamorphofd  G^^pfes.    M. 

3 1 .  Mercury  vindicated  from  the 
Alchymifii. 

32.  Mortimer'' s  Fall.  Fragment 
of  a  Trag. 

33.  Neptune's  Triumph,    Mafq; 

34.  Neivs  from  the  7iezv  World 

in  the  Mocn, 

35.  Oheron,    the    Fairy  Prince. 

Mafque. 

36.  Paris  Ainiiverfary,     Mafqj 
gy.  P  leaf  lire  reconciled  to  Virtue. 

Mafque. 

38.  Pcetafe;    or  his  Arraign- 

ment. 

39.  ^ccn''s  Mafq  ties, 

40.  Sad  Shepherd,  or  a  Tale  of 
Robin-Hood.     Pafloral. 

41.  Se]amis''s  Fall.     Trag. 

42.  Silent  TVorticn.     Com. 

43.  Staple  of  N CIVS.     Com. 

44.  Tale  of  a  Tub      Com. 

45.  Time  vindicated  to  himfelf, 
and  to    is  ilo.io.r, 

i^^.  Volponc,     Com. 

47.  Cafe  is  altered.      Com. 

48.  Wid.10.     Com. 

4.9.  Neiu  Inn,  or  the  light  Heart, 
Co;!i. 

Tor  DON,    Mr.  Thomas,    lived 
in  the  E.eign  of  King,  Charles  I. 
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and  wrote  the  three  following  re- 
gular dramatic  Pieces,  vix. 

1.  Fancy's  F'efi-vals,     Mafque, 

2.  Money's  an  Ajs.      Com. 

3.  Walks  of  Islington  and 

HoGSDONc    Com. 
I   alfo"  imagine   that   he    muft  . 
have    fucceeded  Mr.   Tatcham  in 
the  difiinguifhed  Honoor  of  City 
Poet,     as    we   find    fome   of   his  ■ 
Pieces   written    for    the   Pageant 
Ceremonials    of    Lord     Mayor's 
Day,  in  the  fam.e  Manner  as  thofe 
which  are  mentioned  in  our  Ac- 
count  of  that    Author. — Thefe, 
of  this  Gentleman's  which  I  have 
been  able  to  trace,  are  no  more 
than  four,    and  thofe  at   broken 
Periods  j  but   it  is  mofl-  probable 
that  the  City  Poet  v.as  obliged  to  • 
fupply  one  for  every  Year. — The 
Titles  of  the  four  I  have  hinted 
at  are 

1.  London's  RefurreEtion,    167J. 

2.  London  triumphant,    1673. 

3.  London  s  Glory,  1680. 

4.  London  s  yoy,  16S1. 
Whether  Mr.  Jordan  was  an  Ac- 
tor by  ProfeiTion  I  know  not,  but 
am  rather  apt  to  imagine  the  con- 
trary.— Langbaine  however  takes 
Notice  of  his  having  aded  the 
Part  of  Lepida,  Mefjalina's  Mo- 
ther, in  a  Tragedy  written  by 
Mr.  PLir hards,  called  MeJJaltna, 
Emprefs  of  Rome. 

JoYNER,  Mr.  William,  wa? 
born  in  Oxfordjhire  in  the  latter 
End  of  King  Charles  I's  Reign, 
and  was  educated  at  Magdalen  Col- 
lege, where  he  obtained  a  Fcl- 
lowfiiip,  which  he  kept  till  he 
changed  his  Religion,  on  which 
he  made  a  voluntary  Relignatiori 
of  it,  and  being  fond  of  Retire- 
ment, took  great  Delight  in  the 
Favour  and  Good-Will  of  his  pri- 
vate Friends,  which  a  natural 
Sweetnefs  of  Difpofition  that  he 
poffefTed,  and  an  inoffenfive  Pru- 
dence 


4ence  in  his  Behaviour,  obtained 
for  him  in  a  very  perfeft  Degree  ; 
nor  did  he  think  proper  to  inter- 
fere either  in  the  public  Contro- 
verfies  o(  Religion  or  the  Affairs 
of  State,  till,  on  the  new  model- 
ling of  the  Univerfity  under  the 
Ecclejiajiical  Commi£ioreri  in  King 
Jama  IFs  Reign,  he  was  rein- 
flated  in  his  former. Rank  in  the 
College,  which  however  he  did 
not  very  long  enjo}',  for  fliortly 
af  er,  vix.  at  the  Revolution,  the 
College  was  reftored  to  its  former 
Settlement,  and  he   and   ihe  reft 

of  the  Fellows   removed. On 

which  Occafion  he  again  betook 
himfelf  to  Solitude,  in  an  obfcure 
Village  in  Buckinghampire,  where 
he  lived  for  many  Years  in  the 
moft  retired   Manner,   not  dying 

till  the  14th  of  Sept.  1706. 

When  he  firft  withdrew  from  Ox- 
fordy  he  wrote  one  dramatic  Piece, 
entitled. 

The  Roman  Entprefs.  Trago 
laufgbaine  inforrris  us  that  the 
aticient  Name  belonging  to  Mr. 
yoyners  Family  had  been  Lyde^ 
a^d  takes  Notice  of  a  little  Book 
Written  by  this  Gentleman,  en- 
titled' Obfern/atiom  on  the  Life  of 
Cardiiral  Reginaldus  Polus,  in  the 
Title  Page  of  which  the  Author 
difguifes  himfelf  under  the  Ini- 
tials G.  L.  which  he  interprets  Co 
ftand  for  Culklrhai  Lyde, 


K. 


KF._Thef€  two  Letters 
•     Langhaine   interprets  to 
Snean  Frdncis  Kirkman,    and  ftand 
affixed  to  the  Dedication  of  a  Piece 
of  dramatic  Satire,  entitled. 
The  Prefayterian  Lafh,    Tragi- 
Com. 
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Ktrkman  was  a  very  great  Pub- 
liiher  of  dramatic  Works  foon  af- 
ter the  Reftoration,  whether 
therefore  he  was  the  Author  or 
only  the  Editor  of  this  Piece,  is 
not  extremely  apparent,  ^ven  al- 
lowing Mr.  Langbaine'%  Explica- 
tion of  the  Initials,  which  mortj- 
over  Coxctivi  MS.  has  given  us  to 
be  K.  E. 

This  Kivlman,  in  whofe  Name 
by  the  Way  Langbaine  makeS 
fome  Degree  of  Confunon,  calling 
him  at  one  Time  Francis,  and  at 
others  johfi Kiikma/i^was  the  Pub  ; 
liihcr  of  a  Collcdion  of  dramatic 
Pieces,  under  the  Title  of 

The  Wits,    or   Spoft   lepoft 
Sport, 
confiftirg  of  the  following  Farccs 
or  Drolls,  intended  iot  Fair4» 

1 .  Bouncitig  Knight, 

2.  Bubble. 

3.  Clubmen. 

4.  Empirick. 

5..  Eijual  Match, 

6.  Falfemif, 

7.  Forced  Vahtir, 

8.  French  PafTciTtg-Mafefi 

9.  Grave-niakifT. 

10.  fenkir.s's  Love  Courfe, 

11,  Invifble  Smirk. 

tz.  Lirme  Commctiwea^kb, 
fj.  Landlady. 

14.  Mock  Tefator, 

15.  Prince  iii  Cinctit, 

16.  Simpleton, 

17.  Stallion. 
38.   Surprise, 
19.  Tejiy  Lo'vef. 

■2.0.  Three  merry  Boyf. 
As  alfa  a  fecond  Part  of  Chis  Co!- 
fetSllion,    for    which    Fid.  Cox, 
Robert. 

KEtLY,    jfc)/)??,  Efqj— ^TW^ 

Gentleman,  "who  may  Be  ftill 
Kving,  was  ar  Member  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Society  ef  the  Middle 
7empk.— He  was  concerned  with 
others  in  the  writing  a  daily  pe 
riodicai  Paper,  called  the  Uni'ver- 
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fal  SpeEiatoVy  and  in  fome  other 
literary  Undertakings  ;  and  is  Au- 
thor of  five  dramatic  Pieces,  the 
Titles  of  which  are  as  follow. 

1.  FallofBo-a,     Farce. 

2.  Levee,     Farce. 

3.  Married Pkilojopher.     Com. 

4.  Till  and  Drop.     Farce. 

5.  TiMON  in  Love,     Com. 
KiLJ.  iGREWj     Dr.    Henry. — 

This  Gentleman,  who  was  one 
of  the  moft  eminent  Wits  in 
Charles  Ts  .Reign,  was  educated  at 
Ckrifi  Cbiirch  College,  Oxford^  and 
there,  accoramg  t-oCoxc^r,  he  took 
the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. — ■ 
In  what  Year  he  was  born  is  net 
apparent,  as  the  Play,  on  which 
Account  we  have  admitted  him 
to  a  Place,  feems  not  to  have  been 
afted  till  fome  Time  after  the 
Occafion  was  part,  for  vvhich  it 
was  originally  defigned.  "vix.  the 
Celebration  of  the  Nuptials  of 
Lord  Cbarlei  Herbert  with  the  La- 
dy Mary  ViHiers,  at  which  Tin.e 
the  Author  was  no  more  than  fe- 
venteen  Years  of  Age.— Which 
Circumftance  we  gather  from  an 
Anecdote  concerning  it,  related 
by  Langbaine,  that  reflefts  Ho- 
nour on  the  Author. For  he 

tells  us,  that  on  its  firft  Repre- 
fentation  at  Black-Frian,  certain 
Critics  caviljed  at  the  Charader 
of  Cleanthes  in  it,  objecting  that  it 
was  monfirozis  and  impojjlble,  for  a 
Perfon  of  only  feventeen  Years 
old,  as  that  Character  is  fuppofed 
to  be,  to  conceive  and  utter  fuch 
Sentiments  as  he  is  made  to  fpeak, 
and  which  would  better  fuit  the 
Lips  of  one  of  thirty  Years  of  Age; 
to  which  Objeftion  the  learned 
and  ingenious  Lord  Falkland  m-^A^ 
this  very  judicious  Reply  in  Vin- 
dication of  the  Author,  viz.  that 
it  ivas  neither  monftrous  nor  im- 
poffible  for  one  of  feventeen  Tears 
to  fpeak  at  fuch  a  Rate  ;  lohen  He 
that  made  him  fpeak  in  that  Man- 
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ner,  and  lurote  the  ivhok  Play,  ivai 
bimflfno  o/^er.— The  Title  of  the 
Piece,  which  has  alfo  been  highly 
commended  by  Ben  Jonfon,  is 

The  Confpiracy,  Trag. 
Mr.  Killigrew  was  in  Italy,  moft 
probably  upon  his  Travels,  at  the 
Time  that  this  Play  was  firft  pub- 
lifhed,  which  was  in  1638,  by 
which  Means  it  came  out  very 
imperfeft  and  incorre<fl, — But  af- 
ter his  Return,  it  is  probable  he 
might  himfelf  make  fome  Alter- 
ations in  it,  and  it  was  republifh- 
ed  in  1653,  with  the  altered  Ti- 
tle of 

PallantUs  and  Eudora. 
I  find  no   Hints  whereby  to  trace 
out  the  exaft  Time  either  of  the 
Birth  or  Death  of  this  Author. 

KiLLiGRE^w,  Thomas,  Efqj— » 
This  Gentleman  moft  probably 
might  be  related  to  the  laft-men- 
tioned  Writer,  at  leaft  it  is  ap- 
parent that  they  were  Cotempo- 
raries,  for  our  prefent  Author  was- 
firft  Page  of  Honour  to  K.  Cba,  I. 
and  being  afterwards  appointed 
Groom  of  the  Bed  -  Chamber  to 
his  Son  Charles  II,  attended  that 
Prince  during  his  Exile. — While 
abroad  he  made  the  Tour  of 
France,  Italy  and  Spain,  and  in 
1651  was  honoured  by  his  Ma- 
jefty  with  the  Employment  of 
Refident  at  the  Republic  of  Ve^ 
nice. 

After  the  Reftoration  he  conti- 
nued in  high  Favour  with  the 
King,  and  had  frequently  Accefs 
to  him  when  he  was  denied  to  the 
firft  Peers  in  the  Realm  ;  and  be- 
-  ing  a  Man  of  great  Wit  and  Live- 
linefs  of  Parts,  and  having  from 
his  long  Intimacy  with  that  Mo- 
narch, and  being  continually  about 
his  Perlon  during  his  Troubles, 
acquired  a  Freedom  and  Fami- 
liarity with  him,  which  even  the 
Pomp  of  Majefty  afterwards  could 
not  check  in  him,  he  fometimest, 
by 
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by  Way  of  Jeft,  which  King 
Charles  was  ever  fond  of,  if  ge- 
nuine, even  tho'  himfelf  was  the 
Obje£l  of  the  Satire,  would  ad- 
venture bold  Truths  which  fcarce- 
ly  any  one  befides  woiilJ  have 
dared  even  to  hint  at. — One  Sto- 
ry in  particular  is  related  of  him, 
which,  if  true,  is  a  ftrong  Proof 
of  the  great  Lengths  he  would 
fometimes  proceed  in  his  Free- 
doms of  this  Kind,  which  is  as 
follows  J— When  the  King's  un- 
bounded Paflion  for  Women  had 
given  his  Miftrefs  fuch  an  Afcen- 
dant  over  him,  that,  like  the  ef- 
feminate Per/Faw  Monarch,  he  was 
much  fitter  to  have  handled  a 
Diftaft  than  to  wield  a  Sceptre, 
and  for  the  Converfation  of  his 
Concubines  utterly  negledled  the 
moft  important  Affairs  of  State, 
Mr.  KilUgreiu  went  to  pay  his 
Majefty  a  Vifit  in  his  private  A- 
partments,  habited  like  a  Pilgrim 
who  vvas  bent  on  a  long  Journey, 
— The  King,  lurprized  at  the 
Oddity  of  his  Appearance,  imme- 
diately afked  him  what  was  the 
Meaning  of  it,  and  whither  he 
was  going  ? — To  Hell,  bluntly  re- 
plied the  Wag. — Pritkee,  faid  the 
King,  ivhat  can  your  Errand  be  to 
that  Place  f— To  fetch  back  Oliver 
Cromwell,  (rejoined  he)  that  be 
may  take  fame  Care  of  the  Affairs  of 
England,  for  his  Succef/'or  takes  fione 
at  all. 

One  more  Story  is  related  of 
him,  which  is  not  barren  of  Hu- 
mour.— King  Charhs\  Fondnefs 
for  PJeafure,  to  which  he  almoft 
always  made  Bufinefs  give  Way, 
ufed  frequently  to  delay  Affairs  of 
Confequence  from  his  Majefty*s 
difappointing  the  Council  of  his 
Prefence  when  met  for  the  Dif- 
patch  of  Bufinefs,  which  Negledt 
gave  great  Difguft  and  Offence  to 
many  of  thofe  who  were  treated 
with  this  ieeming  Difrefped,— . 
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On  one  of  thefo  Occafions  the 
Duke  oi  Lauderdale,  Who  was  na- 
turally impetuous  and  turbulent, 
quitted  the  Council-Chamber  in  a 
violent  Paffion,  and,  meeting  Mr. 
Killlgreiv  prefently  after,  expreffed 
himfelf  on  the  Occafion  in  very 
difrefpeaful  Terms  of  his  Ma- 
jefty.—ATrV'^f^y  begg'dhis  Grace 
to  moderate  his  Paffjon,  and  of- 
fer'd  to  lay  him  a  Wager  of  an 
hundred  Pounds  that  he  himfelf 
would  prevail  on  his  Majefty  to 
come  to  Council  in  half  an  Hour. 
—The  Duke,  furprized  at  the 
Boldnefs  of  the  Affertion,  and 
warmed  by  hisRefentment  againft 
the  King,  accepted  the  Wager,  on 
which  Killigreiv  immediately 
went  to  the  King,  and,  without 
Ceremony,  told  him  what  had 
happen'd ;  adding  thefe  Words, 
"  I  know  that  your  Majefty  hates 
"  Lauderdale,  tho',  the  Neceffity 
*'  of  your  Affairs  compels  yoa  to 
"  carry  an  outward  Appearance 
"  of  Civility  J  now,  if  you  chufe 
<'  to  be  nd  of  a  Man  who  is  thus 
"  difagreeable  to  you,  you  need 
♦'  only  go  this  oace  to  Council  - 
«  for  I  know  his  covetous  Difpo* 
«  fition  fo  perfeOly,  that  I  am 
«  well  perfuaded,  rather  than  pay 
"  this  hundred  Pounds  he  would 
'*  hang  himfelf  out  of  the  Way, 
"  and  never  plague  you  more."— 
The  King  was  fo  pleafed  with  the 
Archnefsof  thlsObfervation,  that 
he  immediately  replied.  Well  then, 
KiUigrew,  J  foftl-vrly  will  go.~~. 
And  kept  his  Word  accordingly. 

During  his  Refidence  abroad 
he  applied  the  greateft  Part  of  his 
leifure  Hours  to  the  Study  and 
Praaice  of  Poetry,  and  particu- 
larly dramatic  Writings,  feveral 
of  his  Plays  being  compofed  in 
that  Period  of  Time. — To  this 
^ir  yohn  Derrham  humoroudy  al- 
ludes, and  alfo  draws  a  Chaia<£ter 
of  Qur  Author  extremely  confiftent 
with 
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with  the  Circumftances  we  have 
been  relating  of  him,  in  his  Copy 
of  Verfes  on  Mr.]Kt7iigrtWS  Re- 
turn from  his  Embafly  at  Venice. 

I. 

Our  Reflder.t  Tom, 
From  Venice  is  come, 
And  has  left  the  Statejman  behind 
him ; 
^alks  at  the  fame  Pitchy 
Is  as  icife,  is  as  rich, 
And  fifi  ivhere  you  left  him,  you 
fnd  him, 

II. 

But  laho  fays  he  is  not 

A  Man  of  much  Plot,  _ 
May  repent  this  falfe  Acctfation  ; 

Having  plotted  and pennd 

Six  Plays  to  attend 
The  Farce  of  his  Ncgociation. 

However,  tho'  Sir  John  Den- 
ham  here  hints  at  only  ilx,  Mr. 
Ktlligreiv  ^vrote  nine  Plays  while 
abroad,  and  two  after  he  came 
home  ;  the  Names  of  them  all 
are  as  follows, 

I.  Bellamira,  her  Dreanp, 
two  Parts.     Tragi-Com. 

C.  CiciLiA  and  Clorinda, 
two  Parts.     Tragi- Com. 

3.  Claraxilia.    Tr.-Com. 

4.  Parfons  Wedding.     Com. 

5.  Pilgrim,     Trag. 

6.  Princcfs.     Tragi-Com. 

7.  Prifoners.     Com. 

S.  Thornaso,  two  Parts.  C» 
Kill  I  GREW,  nomas,  Efq;— 
..As  if  the  Name  oi  Killigrctv  was 
of  itfeif  a  Warrant  to  the  Title 
of  Wit,  thisCentur}'  has,  as  well 
as  the  tw^o  preceding  ones,  pro- 
■liuccd  an  Author  of  that  Name. 
—He  was  Gentleman  of  the  Bed- 
chamber to  his  late  Majefty  when 
Prince  of  JVales,  and  wrote  one 
f*lay,  entitled, 
■4bit  Chef,    Com, 
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K I L 1 1  Q.R  E  w  ,  Sir  William^ 
Knt.— This  Gentleman's  Father 
W'as  Sir  IRobert  Killigrenv,  Knigbt, 
Chamberlain  to  Queen  Elix.abeth. 
— He  was  born  in  May  1605,  at 
the  Manor  of  Hamivorth,  near 
Hampton-Court,  and  was  entered  a 
Gentleman  Commoner  in  St« 
yohn\  College,  Oxford,  in  Mld- 
fummer  Term  of  the  Year  1622. 
—Here  he  continued  for  about 
three  Years,  at  the  Expiration  of 
which  he  fet  out  on  his  Travels, 
and  made  the  Tour  of  Europe.— 
What  Time  he  fpejit  abroad  does 
not  exaGly  appear  3  but  we  find 
him,  after  his  Return,  appointed 
Governor  of  Pendennis  Caftle  and 
Falmouth  Haven,  both  in  the 
County  of  Cornwall,  and  alfo  put 
in  the  Command  of  the  Militia 
of  the  Wellern  Part  of  that 
County. 

His  next  Promotion  brought 
him  to  Court,  as  an  immediate 
Attendant  on  the  King's  own  Per- 
fon,  being  made  one  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen Uihers  of  the  Privy  Cham- 
ber, which  Poft  he  kept  till  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  V/ars, 
when  he  had  the  Command  of 
the  two  great  Troops  of  thofe  that 
guarded  the  King's  Perfon  during 
the  whole  Courfe  of  the  War  be- 
tween the  King  and  Parliament 

beftowed  on  him. He  was  in 

Attendance  on  the  King  at  the 
Time  that  the  Court  refided  at 
Oxford  in  the  Year  1 642,  at  which 
Time  he  alfo  was  admitted  to  the 
Degree  of  Doftor  of  Civil  Law.— 
But,  when  the  King's  Affairs 
had  fallen  into  fuch  a  Situation 
as  to  be  apparently  paft  Recovery, 
he  thought  it  the  moft  prudent 
Step,  tho'  he  was  under  a  Neccf- 
fity  of  iuffering  by  his  Attach- 
ment to  the  Royal  Caufe  to  enter 
into  a  Compofition  for  bis  Eftate 
with 
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with  the  Committee  of  Sequef- 
trations, 

TJio'  King  Charles  II.   was  not 
remarkable    for    his   Returns    of 
Gratitude  to  thofe  who  had  been 
Sufferers  in  the  Interefts  of  his 
Family,  yet  in  this   Inftince  he 
contradided  his  general  Conduft, 
for  this  Gentleman  was  one  of  the 
iiril  among  his  Father's  Servants 
that  he   toolc  Notice  of,  iirft  re- 
ftoring  him  to  the  Poft  of  Gentle- 
man  Ufher  of  the  Privy  Cham- 
be^,    which  he    had  held   under 
Charles  I.  and  afte?  wards,  on  his 
own  Marriage  with  Donna  Catha- 
rine of  Portugal,  creating  him  her 
Majefly's  firft  Vice-Chamberlnin, 
whi:h  honourable  Station  he  held 
■for  two  and  twenty  Years,  when, 
being  greatly  advanced   in   Life, 
retired    from  Court,    and,    from 
feme   Backs  which  he  publifhed 
affer  that  Time,  feems  to  have 
\devoted  the  Remainder  of  his  Life 
to    a     due    Preparation    for    his 
being    called   to  another   World, 
which  Event  happened  to  him  in. 
the   Year  1693,    at  which  Time 
he  was   eighty  -  eight  Years   of 
Age. 

I  do  not  find  any  Mention 
made  by  former  Writers  of  v/hat 
ElHmation  he  was  held  in  by 
his  Cotemporaries  with  Refpecl 
to  Genius, — —And  indeed,  ex- 
cepting his  dramatic  Pieces,  I 
find  nothing  of  his  in  Print  till 
the  Time  when,  in  the  entire 
Decline  of  Life,  he  publifhed  a 
Colleftion  of  detached  Thoughts 
and  Reflexions  on  the  Inllability 
of  human  Happinefs,  when  fixed 
on  any  other  Views  than  thofe 
•which  are  to  arife  from  the  En- 
joyments of  another  State. — His 
dramatic  W^orks,  however,  re- 
cerved  the  Commendations  of  Mr. 
Waller  J  Sir  Robert  Stapkton,  and 
others,  and  they  arc  the  fol-- 
lowing. 
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I.  Imperial  Tragedy,  Cattributpd 

to  him  only.) 
a,  Ormasdes.     Tragi-Com. 

3.  Pandora.     Tiagi-Com. 

4.  Selindra.     Tragi-Com. 

5.  Siege  of  Ukein.      Trjgi- 

Com, 
KiRKE,  Mr.  John. ^Oi  this 
Author  I  can  trace  nothing  far- 
ther than  that  all  Writers  a- 
gree  in  placing  him  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  I.  and  namiiig 
him  as  the  Author  of  cue  Piece> 
entitled, 

Seven  Chav.pions  of  Clrificr.dom, 

Play. 
Knevet,  Mr.  Ralph,  was  a 
Norfolk  Gentleman,  and  Cotem- 
porary  with  Mr.  Kirke  above- 
mentioned.— -He  wrote  one  iittio 
Ir'iece,  which  was  intended  only 
for  a  privale  Reprefentation  a: 
the  Floiift's  Feaft  at  Ncric-ich^, 
entitled, 

Rhodon  ard  Irts,  Pafloral. 
Kni^f.,  -Mr.  Charles. —Ot'  this 
Gentleman  I  know  little  rr.oie 
than  of  the  foregoing  Author.-— 
He  was,  hov^'ever,  one  of  tlic 
Genii  of  the  Infancy  of  the  pre  • 
fent  Centurj',  and  Author  of  one 
Petite  Piece  of  the  Theatre,  which  . 
met  with  fome  Applaufe  at  its., 
firft  Appearance,  entitled, 
A  City  Ramble.     Farce  of  two 

Ads. 

Kyd,    Mr,  Thomas,    lived   in 

the  Reign  of   Queen   Elizabeth, 

and  wrote,    or  rather  tranflated, 

one  dramatic  Piece,  entitled, 

POMPEY   the    Great,     his   Krir 

Cornelia'^  Tragedy . 
Kyffin,  Mr.  Maurice.  —  Of 
this  Gentleman  I  know  nothing 
more  than  the  finding  his  Nanre 
in  Coxeters  MS.  Notes,  as  one  of 
the  firft  Tranflators  into  Englift 
of  one  of  the  Comedies  of  'lerence, 
viz. 

Andria.     Com.      T-ld.  As ' 

PENDIX. 

[  U  ]  EC 
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He  wrote  in  the  Reign  of 
{^een  Elizabeth,  and  feems,  from 
Caxumftances  relating  to  this 
play,  to  have  been  Tutor  to  the 
Children  of  the  celebrated  Lord 
JiuckburJ},  a  particular  which  of 
itlelf  is  fufficient  to  give  us  a  very 
fa%'ourabIe  Idea  of  his  literary 
Abilities. 
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LACY,  Mr.  ycbn,  flourifli- 
ed  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Ctar/es  II.— — He  was  born  near 
Dcr.cajlcr  in  Totkjhire,  and  was  at 
firll  bred  a  Dancing-Mafter,  but 
afterwards  went  into  the  Army, 
having  a  Lieutenant's  Commiflion 
ap.d  Warrant  as  Quarter-Mafter 
under  Colonel  Cbaria  Gerrard. — 
The  Charms  of  a  military  Life, 
however,  he  quitted  to  go  upon 
the  Stage,  in  which  Profeflion, 
from  the  Advantages  of  a  fine 
Perfon,  being  well  fliaped,  of  a 
good  Stature  and  well  propor- 
tioned, added  to  a  found  critical 
Judgment,  and  a  large  Share  of 
comic  Humour,  he  arrived  at  fo 
great  a  Height  of  Excellence,  as 
to  be  univerfally  admired  }  and  in 
particular  was  fo  high  in  the  Ef- 
teem  of  King  Charles  II.  that  his 
Maiefty  had  his  Pi£lure  painted 
in  three  fcveral  Characters,  viz. 
Tengue  in  the  Committee^  Ssrvpk 
in  the  Cheats,  and  Galliard  in  the 
Variety ;  which  Picture  is  flUl 
preferved  at  V/indjor  Caftle.-— His 
Cat*^  of  acling  was  chiefly  in  Co- 
medy, and  his  Writings  are  all 
of  that  Kind,  he  being  the  Au- 
thor oi  the  four  following  Plays, 

».  Dumb  Lady.     Com. 

a.  Old  Troop,     Com. 
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3.  Sawney  the  Sect.     Com. 

4.  67r  Hercules  Buffoon. 

Com. 
The  laft  of  thefe  was  not  brought 
on  the  Stage  till  three  Years  after 
the  Author's  Death,  which  hap- 
pened on  the  17th  oi  Sept,  168  r. 
Mr.  Durfey,  who  wrote  the  Pro- 
logue to  it,  has,  in  the  following 
Lines,  paid  a  very  great,  but,  as 
it  appears,  a  very  defervin^  Com- 
pliment to  Mr.  Lacy\  theatrical 
Abilities,  in  Reference  to  the  Ad- 
vantages the  Piece  might  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Author's  own 
Performance  in  it,  had  he  been 
living. 

Knoiv,  that  fani'd  Lacy,  Orna- 
ment 0"  tb""  Stage, 

That  Standard  of  true  Comedy 
in  cur  Age, 

Wrote  this  new  Play. 

And  if  it  takes  not,  a'.l  that  ine 
can  jay  ont, 

Is,    ive'i'e  bis  Fiddle,    not   bit 

Hands,  to  play  out. 

Langfoud,  Mr. — This  Gen- 
tleman is  perhaps  better  known 
in  the  polite  than  in  the  poetical 
World,  ftanding  at  this  Time  the 
foremoft  in  Renown  among  a 
Set  of  Orators,  whofe  Eloquence 
muft  be  confefied  of  the  moft  per- 
fect and  powerful  Kind,  fmce  it 
has  that  amazing  Prevalence  of 
perfuading  Mankind  to  part  with 
even  their  Money. — In  a  Word, 
to  kave  Ambiguities,  he  is  the 
moft  celebrated  Audlioneer  of  this 
Age,  and  SucccfTor  in  that  Pro- 
feflion to  the  great  Mr.  Cock.—^ 
His  Succefs,  or  perhaps  his  Merit, 
has  not  been  equally  great  in  the 
Exercife  of  his  Pen  as  in  that  of 
another  more  valuable  Weapon  ; 
for  the  onlydram'itic  Piece,  J  be- 
lieve, which  he  has  attempted, 
till?'   It  is   in  print,    was  never 
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afted,  nor  indeed  feems  to  lay  my 
juft  Claim  to  that  Honour.— tt 
was  entitled, 

The  Mad  Captain.     Com. 

Lansdowne,  Lord,  was  fe- 
eond  Son  of  Bernard  Cramiilk, 
and  Grand-Son  of  the  famous  Sir 
BevilU  Granville,  \»-ho  v/as  killed 
at  the  Battle  of  Lanfdoiune  in 
1643. — This  Nobleman  received 
the  firft  Principles  of  Education 
in  France,  under  Sir  fVm.  F,llis,  a 
Gentleman  afterward  ditlinguiOi- 
?d  in  many  public  Employments. 
When  the  Nation  was  difturbed 
hy  the  Commotions  occafioned  by 
the  Endeavours  of  James  II.  to 
introduce  the  Popiih  Religion, 
Lord  Lanfdovfnc,  who  had  early 
imbibed  Principles  of  Loyalty,  be- 
ing of  a  Family  which  had  fuf- 
fered  in  the  Caufe  of  Cbarlei  1. 
folicited  his  Father's  Permiflion 
ro  engage  in  the  Party  of  this  in- 
fatuated Prince  :  Whether  he 
really  did,  or  did  not  join  him, 
?s  not  known  ;  but  there  was  no 
Opportunity  for  him  to  fignalize 
his  Courage,  as  the  Revolution 
>iva«  accompliihed  without  any 
L(?fs  of  Blood. 

In  tjC2  he  trandated  the  fe- 
zonA  Olynthian  of  Demaflhenes  :  he 
wa«  cledttd  Member  fot  the 
County  of  Cnrnnvall  in  17 10  ;  and 
foon  after  made  Secretary  at  War. 
He  was  next  made  Comptroller  of 
the  Houlhold,  then  Treafurer ; 
•and  fworn  of  the  Privy  Council : 
and  created  Baron  Lanfdoione  of 
Bidd'ford  in  De'vottjhire. — On  the 
Acceflion  of  King  George  L  he 
"Was  committed  to  the  Iciuer  on 
an  Impeachment  for  High  Trea- 
fon ;  but  was  honourably  dif- 
charged  without  Trial. — He  died 
in  1735. 

He  wrote, 

I.  She  Gallants ,     Com. 

z.  Heroic  Love,     Trag. 
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3.  Bs-iTisH  Encbanfen.  DrAnn 

Opera. 

4.  PiLEus  and  Thetis,   M, 
Lean  ART),     or    Leanerp, 

Mr.  John. — So  Coxefer  has  cor- 
refted  the  Name  of  this  Gentle- 
man, who  lived  in  the  Reign  of 
Charles  II. —  Mr.  Langbaine  has 
treated  him  with  great  Severity, 
and  indeed  a  Degree  of  Scurrility, 
which  had  fomewhat  the  Ap- 
pearance of  perfonal  Pique  and 
Refentment. — He  has  called  him 
**  a  confident  Plagiary,  whom  he 
"  difdains  to  ftile  an  Author  j 
**  one,  who,  tho'  he  wou'd  be 
*'  efteem'd  the  Father,  is  at  beft 
**  but  the  Midwife  to  the  Labour? 
<*  of  others  j"  and  that,  '*  Gipjy- 
"  like^  he  begs  with  ftolen  Chil- 
"  dren,  that  he  nay  raife  the 
"  more  Compaflion." — Yet,  beg- 
ging Mr.  Langbaine' <&  Pardon,  who 
by  the  bye  on  many  Occafions 
fliews  himfclf  to  be  far  from  an 
impartial  Writer,  the'  Plagiarifm 
be  a  Fault,  this  Gentleman  is  not 
more  guilty  of  it  than  many 
whom  he  has  let  pafs  without 
fo  fevere  a  Cenfurc.*— And  altho* 
he  may  have  borrowed  from  o- 
thers,  yet  he  feems  to  have  had 
at  lead  fomc  Merit  of  his  own, 
fince  Jacob  has  attributed  to  hira 
an  original  Play,  fiom  which 
one  of  our  moft  entertaining  Co- 
mic Writers,  viz.  Colley  Cil>ber, 
has  borrov.'ed  the  greateil  Part  of 
a  very  entertaining  Comedy,  and 
which  is  frequently  a£Ved  to  this 
Day,  viz.  Sbeivoudandjheivou''d 
net. — The  Play  of  Mr.  Leanerd"^ 
is  entitled 

The  Counterfeits,  Com. 
The  two  other  dramatic  Pieces, 
which  our  Author  has  publifhed 
under  his  own  Name^  and  for 
which  Mr.  Langbaine  has  attack: 
ed  him  with  fo  much  Warmth 
and  Violence,  are  entitled, 

[  U  2  J  I,  CcUt^ 
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t.  Counfry  Innocence.     Com. 

a.  Rambling  Jujiice.     Com. 

Lee,  Nathaniel,  a  very  emi- 
nent dramatic  Poet  of  the  laft 
Century,  was  the  Son  of  a  Cler- 
gyman, who  gave  him  a  liberal 
Education, — He  received  his  firft 
Rudiments  of  Learning  at  Wcjimin- 
fer  School,  from  whence  he  went 
to  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, — 
Coming  to  London,  however,  his 
Inclination  p;omoted  him  to  ap- 
pear pn  the  Theatre;  but  he  was 
not  more  fuccefsful  in  reprefent- 
-ing  the  Thoughts  of  other  Men, 
than  many  a  Genius  befides,  who 
have  Lccn  equally  unfortunate  in 
treading  the  Stage,  although  they 
kntw  fo-weil  how  to  write  for  it. 
He  produced  eleven  Tragedies,  all 
of  which  contain  a  very  great  Por- 
tion of  true  Poetic  Enthufiafm. 
— Now,  if  any  ever  felt  the  Paf- 
iion  of  Love  more  truly  5  nor 
cou'd  any  one  dcfcribe  it  with 
more  Tendernefs. — Addij'on  com- 
mends his  Genius  highly ;  ob- 
fcrving  that  none  of  our  EngliJJj 
Pcets  had  a  happier  Turn  for 
Tragedy,  akhough  his  natural 
fire  aiid  unbridled  Impetuofity 
hurried  him  beyond  all  Bounds 
cf  Probability ,  and  fomctimes 
were  quite  out  of  Nature. — The 
Truth  is,  this  Poet's  Imagination 
ran  away  with  his  Reafon  ;  fo 
that  at  length  he  became  quite 
crazy  :  and  grew  fo  bad,  that  his 
Friends  were  obliged  to  confine 
liim  in  Bedlam  ;  where  he  made 
that  famous  witty  Reply  to  a  Cox- 
tomb  Scribbler,  who  had  the  Cru- 
elty to  jeer  him  w^ith  his  Misfor- 
tune, by  obferving  that  it  was  an 
eafy  Thing  to  write  like  a  Mad- 
man :— (Vo,  faid  Lee,  it  ii  not  an 
eafy  Thing  to  ■write  like  a  Madman  ; 
hut  it  is  very  eafy  to  write  like  a 
Fool, 

Lee  had  th:  gocd  Fortune  to  r«~ 
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cover  the  Ufe  of  his  Reafon  fo  far 
as  to  be  difcharged  from  his  me- 
lancholy Confinement  \  but  he 
did  not  long  furvive  his  EnlafgG- 
ment :  dying  at  the  early  Age  of 
Thirty- four.  Gibber,  in  his  Lives 
of  the  Poets,  fays  he  periled  un- 
fortunately in  a  Night  Ramble, 
in  London  Streets ;  and  other  Wri- 
ters mention  the  fame  Thing  i 
and  probably  this  was  the  End 
of  poor  Nat.  Lee  ! — His  dramatic 
Pieces  are, 

1.  Nero,  Emperor  of  Romk« 

2.  SOPHONISEA,    orHAKNl- 

BAL^i  Overthroiv. 

3.  The  Rinjal  S^ueens,    or  A- 

LEXANDER  the  Great, 

4.  MlTHRIDATES,      King    of 

PoNTUS. 

5.  Theocosius,    ox  the  Force 

of  Love,  , 

6.  C/ESAR  Borgia. 

7.  Lucius  Junius  Brutus. 

(Gibber  deems  this  the  htCz 
of  his  Tragedies.) 

8.  CoNSTANTiNE  the  Great. 

9.  The  Princefs  of  Cs.-s.vie., 

10.  The  Mafjacre  0/  P A  R  i  S .     '' 

11.  Gloriana,  ox  the  Court  of 

Augustus. 
Befides  the  above  Tragedies,  Lee 
was  concerned  with  Dr^'dcn  in 
-writing  the  Duke  of  Guife,  and 
that  other  excellent  Tragedy  en- 
titled Oedipus. — He  alfo  revived 
Shakefpear's  King  Lear,  in  which 
he  tnade  fome  Alterations,  and 
brought  it  on  the  Stage  in  1681. 
— His  Theodofius  zn^  Alexander  the 
Great  are  Stock-Plays,  and  to  this 
Dav  are  often  afted  with  great 
Applaufe. — Mr.  Barry  has  been 
particularly  fortunate  in  the  Cha- 
racter of  the  Macedonian  Hero. 

Legge,    Thomas. Of  this 

Writer  I  know  nothing  more  than 
the  Name,  which  Langbaine  tells 
us  is  inferted  in  a  Catalogue  of 
Plays  printed  with  MaJJlnger's  Old 
Law, 
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Law,  and  there  fj'd  to  be  the 
Author  of  a  Pby,  called 

Tlie  DeJ}ru£iion  of  Jerusa- 
lem. 

Leigh,  Mr.  John,  was  an 
A£lor,  but  of  no  very  great  Emi- 
nence, and  th^refove  {hould  be 
diftinguifljed  from  the  great  Leigh, 
Vr'ho  was  Cotemporary  with  Un- 
dtrtilly  Bctterton,  Sec. — He  v\as  a 
Native  of  Leland,  and  made  his 
firlt  theatrical  EiTay  on  the  Stage 
in  Dublin. — From  thence  he  came 
over  to  London,  where,  {rem  his 
liaving  the  Advantage  of  a  good 
Figure,  he  was  engaged  by  the 
late  Mr.  Rich  in  a  Company  with 
which,  in  the  Year  17 14,  he 
opened  the  Theatre  Royal  at 
Lincoln  s  Inn  ■  Fields.  —  But,  tho' 
he  continued  on  the  Stage  for 
twelve  Years  after,  he  made  no 
confiderable  Advances  towards 
tlieatrical  Excellence.  —  He  died 
in  1726,  in  the  37th  Year  of  his 
Age,  and  left  behind  him  two 
dramatic  Pieces,  entitl  d, 

1 .  Hob's  Wedding.     Farce. 

2.  Kenjliigton  Gardens.     Com. 
♦Lennox,    Mrs.  Arabella  — 

This  Lady,  who  is  now  living, 
and  an  Authorefs  by  Piofeffion, 
ha5  raifed  her  Fame  on  the  Foun- 
dation of  Novel  -  Writing  ,  of 
which  ftie  has  produced  fevtr.l, 
viz,  t\\Q.'Feir.ale£>utxQte,  Henri  tt a, 
So/'bla,  Szc.  which  are  far  from 
wanting  Merit  in  their  Way ; 
ypt  /he  would  have  had  no  Hight 
10  any  Mention  in  this  Place  but 
for  one  little  Piece  that  fhe  has 
publifhed,  which,  tho'  never  a£l- 


*  Her  Maiden  Name  tvas  Ramfay. 
She  was  the  Daughter  of  a  North - 
American  Gentleman  j  and  it 
(bculd  feem^  from  feme  cf  her 
Pcems,  that  Jhe  is  a  Native  of 
New-Yoik  ;  on -which  Place Jbe 
ka:  ivrittcn  a j:vere  Siitire^ 
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ei,  has  yet  feme  ConnccfUon  with 
the  Drama  j  it  is  entitled. 

Philander.  Dram.  Paftoral. 

Lewis,  Mr.  —  This  Gentle- 
man, according  to  JVhincop,  wa« 
living  in  the  Year  1747,  and  pro- 
bnMv  i-nay  be  fo  at  this  Time.— 
The  f.ime  Writer  alfo  informs  u.s, 
that  he  was  favoured  with  the 
Efteem  and  Friendiliip  of  Mr. 
Pope,  as  likevvife  that  he  was 
Author  of  one  Dramatic  Piece, 
entitled, 

Philip  o/"  Mace  don.    Trag» 

LiLLO,  George,  was  by  Pro- 
fefljon  a  Jeweller,  and  was  born 
in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Moor- 
gate  in  London,  on  the  4th  of  Feb, 
1693,  in  which  Neighbourhood 
he  purfued  his  Occupation  for  ma- 
ny Years  with  the  faireft  and 
moft  unblemifhed  CharatSter. — He 
was  bred  up  in  the  Principles  of 
the  Proteftant  DifTenters  ;  but  let 
his  Religious  Trafbs  hare  been 
what  they  woxild,  he  would  have 
been  an  Honour  to  any  Seft  he 
had  adher'd  to. — He  was  ftrongly 
attached  to  the  Mufes,  yet  f-'em'd:. 
to  have  laid  it  down  as  a  Maxim, 
that  the  Devotion  paid  to  them 
ought  always  to  tend  to  the  Pro- 
motion of  Virtue,  Morality  and 
Religion. — In  the  Purfuance  of 
this  Aim  Mr.  Lillo  was  happy  in 
the  Choice  of  his  SubjC(5ts,  and 
fhew'd  great  Power  of  afFefting 
the  Heart,  by  working  up  the 
Paffions  to  fuch  a  Height,  as  to 
render  the  Diffrefle^  cf  comTioa 
and  domeftic  Life  equally  inter- 
cfting  to  the  Audiences  as  that 
of  Kings  and  Heroes,  and  the 
Ruin  brought  on  private  Families 
by  an  Indulgence  of  Avarice,  Luft, 
&c.  as  the  Havock  made  in  States 
and  Empires,  by  Ambition,  Cru- 
elty OF  Tyranny. His  George 

Barnti^ell,  Fa.'alQiriofty,  and  Ar- 
den  of  Fe'vc.rfhcm,  are  all  plir.ncd 
on  common  and  w&Il:  known  ^to- 
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ries  ;  yet  they  have  perhaps  more 
frequeiitiy  drawn  Tears  from  an 
jAudience^  than  the  more  pompous 
Tragedies  of  Alexander  the  Great, 
All  for  Love,  &c.  particularly  the 
£rftoftl-em,  which,  being  found- 
ed on  a  well-known  old  Ballad, 
many  of  the  Critics  of  that  Time, 
who  went  to  the  fir  ft  Reprefenta- 
tion  of  it,,  formed  fo  contemptible 
an  Idea  of  the  Piece  in  their  Ex- 
pesflations,  that  they  purchafed 
the  Ballad,  fome  Thoufands  of 
ivhich  were  ufed  in  one  Day  on 
this  Account,  in  order  to  draw 
Comparifons  -between  that  and 
the  Play. — But  the  Merit  of  the 
Play  foon  got  the  better  of  this 
Contempt,  and  prefented  them 
with  Scenes  written  fo  truly  to 
the  Heart,  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  fubfcribe  to  the  Power, 
a-nd  drop  their  Ballads  to  take  up 
their  Flandkerchiefs. 

Mr.  Lillo,  as  I  before  obferved, 
has  been  happy  in  the  Choice  of 
his  Suhjcfts  J  his  Conduft  in  the 
IvTanagement  of  them  is  no  lefs 
raeritorious,  and  his  Pathos  very 
great. — If  there  is  any  Fault  to 
he  objeded  to  his  Writings,  it  is 
that  fomctimes  he  afiefts  an  Ele- 
vation of  Stile  fomewhat  above 
the  Simplicity  of  his  Subjed,  and 
rhe  fuppofed  Rank  of  his  Cha- 
rafters  ;  but  the  Cuft'om  of  Tra- 
gedy will  {land  in  fome  Degree  of 
Excufe  for  this,  and  a  ftill  better 
Argument  perhaps  may  be  ad- 
mited  in  Vindication,  not  only  of 
eiir  prefent  Author,  but  of  other 
"VVTiters  in  the  like  Predicament, 
which  is,  that  even  Mature  itfelf 
will  juftify  this  Conduft,  fmce 
■we  find  even  the  moft  ht:mble 
Chara£lers  in  real  Life,  when  un- 
der peculiar  Circumftances  of  Dif- 
uefs,  or  a£luatcd  by  the  Influence 
fcf  any  violent  Pafficms,  will  at 
Tin:ics  be  elevated  to  an  Aptnefs 
af  ExpreflioB  and  Power  of  Lan- 
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guage,  not  only  greatly  fuperior 
to  themfelves,  but  even  to  the 
general  Language  of  Converfatioii 
of  Peifons  of  much  higher  Rank 
in  Life,  and  of  Minds  more  per- 
fedlly  cultivated. 

This  Author  died  September  3, 
1739,  ^''^  ^^^  47^^  Year  of  his 
Age,  leaving  behind  him  the 
Character  of  a  Man  of  ftri£l  Mo- 
rals, great  Good -Nature,  and  a 
found  Underftanding  ;  and,  what 
added  a  double  Luftre  to  all  thefe 
Perfedlions,  endued  with  an  un- 
common Share  of  Modefty.— — 
Whlncop  (or  the  Compiler  of  the 
Lift  of  Plays  affixed  to  his  Scan- 
derheg)  has  indeed  fpoke  but 
flightingly  of  his  Genius,  on  Ac- 
count of  fome  little  Sort  of  Ri- 
valfiiip  and  Pique  fubfifting  be- 
tween that  Gentleman  and  our 
Author,  with  Refpeift  to  a  Tra- 
gedy of  the  latter's,  entitled  the 
Chrijiian  Hero,  written  on  the 
fame  Story  with  the  Scandcrheg  of 

the  former. Notwithftanding 

which,  under  the  Sanation  not 
only  of  the  Succefs  of  his  Pieces, 
but  alfo  of  the  Comnaendations- 
beftowed  on  them  by  Mr.  Pope^ 
and  other  indlfputable  Judges,  I 
fhall  venture  to  affirm  that  Mr. 
Lillo  is  far,  from  (landing  in  the 
loweft  Rank  of  Merit  (however  he 
raay  be  ranged  with  Refpedl  to 
Fame)  among  our  dEamatic  Wri- 
ters. 

His  dramatic  Pieces  are  fevea 
in  Number,  and  their  Titles  as 
follow, 

1.  Arden    of   Feversham* 

Trag.       Vid.  Addenda 
to  Vol.  I. 

2.  Chrijiian  Hero.     Trag» 
5,  Eltnerick.     Trag, 

4.  Fatal  Curiofjty.     Trag.. 

5 .  London  Merchant.     Trag» 

Vtd.  Appendix. 

6.  Marina.     Play,  3  A^lffa 

7.  SYfcviA,     Ballad  Opera, 

Lxftyj>3 
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Lloyd,  Mr.  Robert,  was  for- 
merly one  of  the  Ufhers  of  7VeJ}- 
minjier  School,  but  at  prefent  I 
believe  employs  his  literary  Ta- 
lents moftly  in  the  Service  of  the 

Prefs. He  was   Author   of  a 

Poem  called  the  Aclor,  which  not 
only  gave  Proofs  cf  great  Judg- 
ment in  the  Suhjeft  he  was  treat- 
--ing  of,  but  had  alfo  the  Merit  of 
fmooth  Verfification  and  great 
Strength  of  Poetry. — Some  little 
Poems,  however,  which  he  has 
publi/hed  fince,  feem  fcarcely  e- 
qual  to  the  Specimen  of  Abilities 
fet  forth  in  that  Piece. — In  the 
Beginning  of  the  Poetical  War, 
wjiich  for  fome  Time  paft  raged 
among  the  living  Wits  of  this 
Age,  and  to  which  the  celebrated 
Rpfa'ad  founded  the  firft  Charge, 
Mr.  L/oyd  was  fufpefted  to  be  the 

Author  of  that  Poem. That 

Charge,  however,  he  exculpated 
himfeh^  from,  by  an  Advertife- 
ment  in  the  public  Papers,  on 
which  Occafion  the  real  Author, 
Mr.  Churchill,  boldly  ftep'd  forth, 
Mid  in  the  fama  public  Manner 
declared  himfelf;  and  drev/  on 
til  at  Torrent  of  Anti  -  Rofciads, 
apologies ,  Murphiads ,  Cburchil- 
tiads,  Examiners,  Sec.  which  for  a 
long  Time  kepfup  the  Attention 
and  employed  the  Geniufes  of  tlie 
greateft  Part  of  the  critical  World. 

Mr.  L/oyd  is  faid  to  be  Author 
cf  one  little  dramatic  Piece  of 
foft  Seafon's  Growth,  entitled, 

Arcadia.  Dram.  Paftoral. 
Vid.  Appendix. 

Lock  MAN,  Mr.  John,  Secre- 
tary to  the  Britijh  Herring  Fijhery. 
—His  poetical  Talents  feem  not 
very  extenfive,  as  the  greateft  Part 
of  what  he  has  favoured  the 
World  with  of  that  Sort,  have 
been  only  a  few  Songs,  Odes,  &c, 
\<'ritten  on  temporary  Subjefts, 
and  intended  to  receive  the  Ad- 
vantage of  mufical  Compofitipn 
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before  they  reached  the  Public.-^ 
I  find,  however,  two  Pieces  of 
the  dramatic  Kind,  both  of  them 
defigned  to  be  fet  to  Mufic,  but 
only  the  firft  of  them,  I  believe, 
ever  performed.  They  are  en- 
titled, 

1.  D  A  V  I  D  'j     Lamentations t 

Oratorio. 

2.  Rosalinda.  Dram. Piece. 
Mr.  Lockman  has  been  concerned 
in  fever?.]  Tranflations  and  Com- 
pilements  of  very  confiderabJe 
Works  J  particularly  the  General 
DiEiionary  and  Blainvilf^  Tra'veh, 

Lodge,  Thomas,  M.  D.~ The 
Family  from  which  this  Gentle- 
man was  defcended  had  its  RelT- 
dence  in  Lincolnjhirc,  but  whether 
theDoflorhimfelf  v/as  born  there, 
feems  not  very  eafy  to  afcertain, 
— Langbaine  and  Jacob,  and  after 
them  Whiricop  and  Chetivood,  who 
in  the  general  are  little  more  than 
CopierSj  run  into  the  Miftake  of 
giving  this  Gentleman  his  Educa- 
tion at  the  Univcrfity  of  Cam- 
bridge, whereas  'PFood  informs  us 
that  it  was  at  Oxford  he  was  edu- 
cated, where  he  made  his  firil 
Appearance  about  1573,  and  was 
afterwards  a  Scholar  under  the 
learr.e  i  Dr.  Hobye  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege.— Here  he  made  very  confi- 
derable  Advances  in  Learning, 
dedicated  fome  Time  to  reading 
the  Poets  of  Antiquity,  and  hav- 
ing himfelf  a  Turn  to  Poetry, 
more  efpecially  of  the  fatiricai 
Kind,  his  Genius  foon  render'd 
itfelf  confpicuous  in  various  Com- 
pofitions  of  that  Nature,  and  ob- 
tained him  no  inconfiderable  Re- 

putaticn  as  a  Wit  and  Poet. . 

However,  Mr,  Lodge  being  very 
fenfible  cf  the  Barrennefs  of  the 
Soil  throughout  the  whole  Neigh- 
bourhood of  ParnaJ/hs,  and  how 
feldom  the  Study  of  Poetry  yields 
a  competent  Provifion  to  its  Pro- 
fefiors,  very  prudently  confidcred 
it 
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It  as  only  an  AmuremeM  for  Jei- 
fure  Hours,  a  Relaxation  from 
more  important  Labours  j  and 
therefore,  after  having  taken  one 
Degree  in  Artf,  applied  himfelf 
with  great  AiTiduity,  to  the  more 
profitable  Study  of  Phyfick,  for 
the  Improvement  of  which  he 
went  abroad,  and  after  ftaying  a 
fufficient  'I"ime  at  Avignon  to  be 
entitled  to  the  Degree  of  Doftor 
in  that  Univerfity,  he  returned, 
and  in  the  latter  End  of  Q^ecn 
E!ixaheth\  Reign  was  incorporat- 
ed in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge. 
—He  afterwards  fettled  in  London, 
where,  by  his  Skill  and  Intereft 
with  the  2?5w^«  Catholic  Party,  in 
which  Ferfuafion  it  is  faid  he  waj 
brought  up,  he  met  with  good 
Succefs,  and  came  into  great 
Praaice. 

In  what  Year  Dr.  Lodge  was 
born  does  not  evidently  appear, 
but  he  died  in  1625,  ^"'^  ^^^ 
Tributes  paid  to  his  Memory  by 
many  of  his  Cotemporary  Pcets, 
who  have  charaflerized  him  as  a 
Man  of  ver)'  confiderable  Genius. 

His  dramatic  Works  arc  as  fol- 
low, 

I.  Loohing  Glajs  for  London 
tf;?^  England.  Tragi-Com. 
(aflifted  by  Bcbcrt  Green  ) 

a.  TVounds  of  Civil  TVar.  Tr. 
Winjianky  has  named  four  more 
dramatic  Pieces,  befides  the  firft 
of  the  two  above-named,  which 
he  afTerts  to  have  been  written  In 
Conjunftion  by  this  Author,  af- 
fifted  by  Robert  Green,  viz. 

ifl^^^~ALIMONY.     Com. 

Laws  of  Nature.     Com. 

Liberalitie  and  Prodigahtie,     C. 

LuMiNALiA.  Mafque. 
But  the  three  firft  of  thefe,  tho' 
they  might  be  brought  to  agree  in 
Point  of  Time,  yet  are  all  printed 
anonymous: — And,  astothelaft, 
it  was  written  on  a  particular  Oc- 
cafionj  and  that  not  til)  two  Years 


L  U 

after  Dr.  LoJ^e'^  Death,  and  full 
thirty-five    after    that   of  Robert 

Green. 

LowtB,  Sir /^///tfw,  Knt.  was 
"a  noted  Cavalier  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  I. — He  was  born  at 
a  Place  called  Tremare  in  Cornwall. 
— During  the  Heat  of  the  Civil 
Wars  he  took  Refuge  in  Holland, 
where,  being  fi-rongly  attached  to 
the  Mufes,  he  had  an  Opportu- 
nity of  enjoying  their  Society,  and 
purfuing  his  Studies  in  Peace  and 
Privacy. — He  was  a  very  great 
Admirer  of  the  French  Pcets,  par- 
ticularly Corneille  and  ^inault,  on 
whofe  Works  he  has  built  the 
Plans  of  four  out  of  the  fix  Plays 
v^hich  he  wrote  j  the  Titles  of 
a"  I  his  dramatic  Works  in  gene- 
ral are, 

1.  Amorous  Phantafm,     T,-C. 

2.  HoRATius.     Tvag. 

3.  Inchantcd Levers.  Dram. Part, 

4.  Martyr.     Trag. 

5.  Noble   Ingratitude.        Paft.- 

Tragi-Comedy. 

6.  Pk.enix  in  her  Flames.  T» 
Sir  William  Lower  died  in  1662. 

LuPTON,  Mr.  Thomas. —  Of 
this  Author  Langbaine  tells  us  he 
was  unable  to  recover  any  Parti- 
culars, either  as  to  the  Time  of 
his  Birth^  the  Place  where  he 
lived,  or  any  Thing  he  wrote,  ex- 
cepting one  Tragedy  mentioned  in 
former  Catalogues,  entitled, 

AH  for  Money. 
As  to  all  the  former  Particulars  I 
know  as  little  as  Mr.  Langbaine^ 
but  happening  to  have  itzn  the 
Play,  which  that  Writer  honeftly 
cojifefies  he  had  not,  am  able  to 
afcertain  the  Author's  Name, 
which  Mr.  Langbaine  has  mif- 
takenly  called  Lvpon. — The  Name 
as  I  have  given  it  is  printed,  to- 
gether with  that  of  the  Publifher, 
at  the  End  of  the  Piece,  which 
is  apparently  very  old,  being  writ- 
ten in  Rhime,  and  printed  in  the 
oi4 
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told  black  •  Letter,  withoBt  any 
ijumbcrihg  to  the  Pages. — The 
Manner  of  the  Writingj  more- 
over, is  as  old  as  that  of  the 
Printing.- — The  Charafters  b-'ing 
all  figurative,  All  for  Money,  Wit 
without  Money ,  Money  "without 
}Vit,  Pleafure,  &G^  being  perfona- 
lized  and  made  Interiocators  in 
the  Play  or  Interlude. — Coxiter, 
in  his  Mar.ujcrlft  Aciditions  to 
^acoh^s  Lives,  has  peremptorily, 
and  without  afligning  any  Reafon 
i&v  lb  doing,  affixed  to  it  the 
Pate  of  1^78. — But  if,  as  is  moft 
probable,  he  has  taken  this  Liber- 
ty from  having  fcen  fome  Edition 
of  it  fo  dated,  it  rnuft  have  been 
an  Impreffion  fubfequent  to  that 
■which  fell  into  my  Hands,  and 
which  has  no  Date  j  and  therefore 
we  may  conclude  the  Play  is  in 
Reality  ftill  older  than  what  even 
he  has  made  it  to  be. 

La'de,  William,  Vid.  Joy- 
NER,  William, 
^  ,  Lyxly,  or  Lilly,  Johfiy 
M.  A.  lived  in  the  Reign  of  q1 
Elizabeth. — He  was  a  Native  of 
Kenty  and  received  his  Education 
in  St.  Mary  Magdalen  College, 
Oxford,  at  which  Univerfity  he 
took  his  Degree  of  Mafter  of  Arts 

in  the  Year  1575. He  was  a 

very  affiduous  Student,  and  warm- 
ly addicted,  more  efpecially  to  the 
Study  of  Poetry,  in  which  he 
m^de  fo  great  a  Proficiency,  that 
he  has  bequeathed  to  the  World 
no  lefs  than  nine  dramatic  Pieces. 
— He  was  the  firft  \A\o  attempted 
to  reform  and  purify  the  Englifl} 
Language,  by  purging  it  of  obfo- 
lete  and  uncouth  Expreflions  :  For 
this  Purpofe  he  wrote  a  Book  en- 
titled EuPHEus  and  Hi  England, 
which  feems  to  have  met  with  a 
Degree  of  Succefs  unufual  with 
the  firft  Attempters  of  Reforma- 
ti-on,    the  being  almoft  immedi- 
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atcly  and  unlvcrfally  followed.— 
At  leaf!:,  if  we  may  give  Credit 
to  the  Words  of  Mr.  Blount,  who 
publiflied  fix  of  Mr.  Lillys  Plays 
together,  in  one  Volume  in 
twelves,  in  a  Preface  to  which 
he  fays  of  our  Author,  that 
"  Our  Nation  are  in  hit  Debt  for  a. 
"  new  Englilh,  'sohicb  he  taught 
*^  therm  Eupheusdr«^/j»  England 
"  (lays  lie)  hegan  firft  that  Lan- 
"  g^"^Z^  j  '^^^  °^''  Ladies  ivere  his 
"  Scholars  j  and  that  Beauty  at 
*«  Court,  ivbicb  could  not  parley 
'<  Eupheifme,  (that  is  to  fay) 
"  nvko  ivas  unable  to  converfe  in 
*'  that  pure  and  reformed  Engli/h, 
''  which  he  had  formed  his  Work 
*'  to  be  the  Standard  of  J  ivas  as 
*'  little  regarded  as  Jhe  which  mw 
"  there,  fpc'ah  not  French."     ^  , 

According  to  this  Mr.  Blount f 
Mr.   Lilly   was   deferving  of  the 

higheft  Encomiums. He  fliles 

him,  in  his  Title  Page,  the  only 
rare  Poet  of  that  Time,  the  Witty, 
Comical,  Facetioujly-quick,  and  un- 
paralleVd  John  Lilly  ;  and  in  his 
Epiftle  Dedicatory  fays,  "  that  be 
*'  fate  at  At^oIW s  Table;  that  A- 
"  ^ollo  gave  him  a  Wreath  of  his 
"  o^on  Bayes  ivithout  fnatching, 
"  and  that  the  Lyre  he  played  on 
*'  bad  no  borroteed  Strings." — And 
indeed,  if  what  has  been  above- 
hinted  with  Regard  to  the  Refor- 
mation of  the  Enghp  Language 
be  Fa(5t,  he  certainly  has  a  Claim 
to  the  higheft  Honours  from  his 
Countiymcn,  and  even  to  have  a 
Statue  ercdted  to  his  Memory, 
fince,  in  the  Foundation  of  what 
he  thus  begun,  our  Language 
feems  all  at  once  to  have  ftjrted 
out  irtto  a  Degree  of  Perfeftiori, 
which  it  has  fcarcely  exceeded  at 
any  Period  firice. 

His  Plays,  which  were  in  that 
Age  very  well  cffeemed  both  By 
the  Court  and  the  Univerfity,  are. 
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as  I  faid  before,  Rinc  in  Number, 
and  their  Titles  as  follow, 

J.  Alexander     and  Cam 
PASPE.     Tragi- Com. 

St.  E^ DIM  ION.     Com. 

3.  Galatea.     Com. 

4.  Lov£      bis      Metamorplojis. 

Dram.  Part. 
^     5.   Maid  ber  Mi*amorphofii, 

6.  />fi/ifr  Bo M  E 1 E.      Com. 

7.  MvDAS.     Com. 

8.  Sappho  ar<^  Phaon.     C. 

9.  iVoman  in  the  Moon.  Com. 
Winfianhy  has  attributed  another 
Piece  to  this  Author,  entitled, 

A  Warning  for  Fair  Wmen, 
but  very  erroneoufly,  that  having 
been   writtej^  by  an   anonymous 
Author. 

Lynch,  Francis,  Efq; — Of  this 
Gentleman  I  can  trace  nothing 
farther  than  that  he  was  a  Wri- 
ter of  the  prefent  Century  (pro  - 
bably  ftill  living)  and  Author  of 
two  dramatic  Pieces,  vix. 

The  Independant  Patriot,    Com. 

The  Man  of  Hor.oun,     Com. 
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ME. — Thcfe  Initials  ftand 
•  to  a  dramatic  Piece,  pub- 
liffied  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  II. 
entitled. 

Saint  ClciLY«  Trag. 
lEut  I  cannot  find  out  any  known 
Author  of  that  Time,  with  whofe 
Name  the  Letters  will  corrcfpond, 
or  by  whom  therefore  I  can  with 
-any  Appearance  of  Probability 
form  a  Conjefture  of  its  having 
been  written. 

M.  W.  —  Thcfe  Letters  ftand 
in  the  Title  Page  of  a  dramatic 
Piece,  called 

The  Female  }f'i(t.     Com. 
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Coxetir,  in  his  Rem  rks  On  Jacob^ 
has  altered  with  his  Pen  the  Let- 
ters of  W.  N.  vrhich  that  Author 
had  mentioned  as  belonging  to  a    1 
Piece,  entitled, 

H  o  N  T I N  G  T  o  N  'i    Divcrtife  • 
meni.     Interliide, 
to  thofe  at  tlie  Head  of  this  Ar-    I 
tide. — I  therefore  imagine  thefe    , 
to  be  the  Letters  properly  belong- 
ing to  it,  and  Jacob  to  have  been 
in    a   Miftake. — Whincop,    how- 
ever,   has   implicitly   copied   the 
W.  N.  from  Jacob.  ] 

Mac H IN,  Mr.  Lnvis. — Con- 
cerning this  Author  I  find  no- 
thing upon  Record  but  that  he 
lived  in  the  Reign  of  K.  Char.  I. 
and  wrote  one  Play,  which  we' 
find  reprinted  in  Dodjley^s  Collec- 
tion of  old  Plays,  entitled. 

The  Dumb  Knight.     Com. 

Mac  KLIN,  Mr.  Charles.'  ■» 
This  Author  is  a  Native  of  /re- 
land,  born,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed, in  the  County  of  Weji 
Meatb,  and  that  the  Name  of  his 
Family  was  McLaughlin,  which 
fceming  fomewhat  uncouth  to  the 
Pronunciation  of  an  Englifi 
Tongue,  he,  on  his  coming  upon 
the  Stage,  angliciztd  it  to  that  by 
which  he  has  ever  fince  been 
known. — His  Merit  as  a  Come- 
dian in  various  Characters  is  too 
well  known  to  need  our  taking 
up  much  Time  in  expatiating  on, 
it,  particularly  in  Sir  Gilbert 
JVrergle  in  the  Rcfufal,  Don  Ma- 
nuel'\n  the  Kind  Jmpcftcr,  Sir  Ar- 
chibald M'Sarcafm  in  his  own 
Farce  of  Lcve  a-la-Mode  5  he  has 
alfo  been  efteemed  as  very  cap'tal 
in  the  Chara£ler  of  Sbakefpeare' s 
lagQ  ;  but  the  Part  in  which  he 
has  ever  been  allowed  to  fliine 
vvithout  a  Competitor,  is  that  of 
Sbyicck  in  the  Merchant  of  Venice, 
which  he  performed  in  fo  natural 
»  Manner,  that  a  Gentleman  in 
the 
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the  Audience,  on  his  firft  Appear- 
ance in  it,  by  Way  of  Diftinaioq 
,  of  his  fuperior  Excellence,  ftarted 
o«t  into  this  accidentalExtempore, 

This  is  the  Jew 
\       That  Shakdpcare  drcvo, 

-vthich  Expreflion  being  ready  to 
every  one's  Remembrance,  cfta- 
bliflied  Mr,  Macklins  very  deferv- 
cJ  Reputation  in  the  Charader. 
Mr.  Macklin  bad  the  Misfortune 
feme  Years  ago>  in  Confcquence 
of  a  fudden  A^  of  Paflion,  to  oc- 
cafioa  the  Death  of  a  Brother  Co- 
median (one  Mr.  Hal/am)  and 
it-ood  his  Trial  on  Account  of  it, 
but  was  honourably  acquitted,  it 
appearing  to  be  merely  acciden- 
tal, and  without  any  Malice  fre- 
fcnje. — However,  he  doe^  not  ap- 
pear to  be  of  the  happieft  or  moft 
complacent  Difpofition,  and  that 
Turbulence  of  Temper  which  has 
at  fome  Times  induced  him  tq 
Steps  whereby  he  has  offended 
the  Audience,  and  at  others  in- 
volved in  Difputes  with  the  Ma- 
nagers, has,  at  different  Periods, 
and  that  for  a  long  while  together, 
deprived  the  Public  of  a  very  good 
Performer,  and  himfelf  of  thofe 
Emoluments  and  Rewards  that  his 
Merit  had  a  perfeft  Right  to,  to 
the  great  Lofs  of  both. — He  is 
now  in  the  Decline  of  Life,  a 
"  Veteran  of  the  Stage,  and  as  he 
has  fpent  much  the  greateft  Part 
of  that  Life  in  the  Service  of  the 
Public,  it  were  much  to  be  wifli- 
ed,  that  the  Remainder  of  it 
might  take  a  quiet  Repofe,  free 
from  thofe  Storms  and  Hurricanes 
•which  have  but  too  frequently 
difturbed  it. — He  was  formerly' 
confidered  as  an  excellent  Tutor 
jjj  the  Theatrical  Arts,  and  in- 
deed the  Succefs  Mifs  Maeklin  has 
vejy  juftly  met  with,  feems  a 
^rong  Proof  (if  the  Truth  of  this 
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Affertlon,  as  I  have  been  inf^jcm- 
ed  flie  ftands  almoft  entirely  in- 
debted to  the  Judgment  and  In- 
ftruiftion  of  her  Father,  in  Op- 
pofition,  if  not  to  Genius,  at 
ieaft  to  Inclination,  for  that  the- 
atrical Execution  which  has  gain- 
ed her  fo  much  of  the  Favour  of 
the  Town. 

Mr.  Mack/in' »  Merit  as  a  Wri- 
ter is  more  particularly  enlarged 
on  in  our  rcfpe£live  Accounts  of 
his  Works  in  the  firft  Volume, 
it  will  be  therefore  needlefs  to  re- 
capitulate here  what  we  havdf, 
there  faid,  and  confeouently  fuf- 
ficient  to  point  them  out  to  the 
Reader's  farther  Obfervation,  by 
an  Enumeration  of  their  Titles  ih 
the  following  Lift,  viz. 

1 .  Fortune  Hunters.     Farce. 

2.  Henry  VIL     Trag. 

3.  Love  a  la  Mode.     Farce. 

4.  Married  Libertine.     Com. 

5.  Sufpicious  Hujkand  Criticifed, 

Farce, 

6.  Will  or  no  IVrn.     Farce. 
Mai  DWELL,  Mr.  John. — The 

Times  of  this  Gentleman's  Birth 
and  Death  are  not  recorded  by 
any  of  the  Writers. — It  appears, 
however,  that  he  lived  in  the 
Reign  of  Charles  \.  and  kept  % 
private  School  in  London  for  the 
Education  of  young  Gentlemen  ; 
during  the  Receffes  from  which 
very  fatiguing  Employment  it  is 
probable  that,  by  Way  of  Amufe- 
ment,  he  wrote  the  Play  publifh- 
ed  in  his  Name,  t/z;. 

The  Loving  Enemies.  Com. 
Coxeter  (on  what  Authority  I 
know  not)  has  ftruck  out  thq 
Chriftian  Name  oijobn,  by  which 
both  Langbaine  and  Jacob  have 
diftinguifhcd  this  Author,  and 
put  the  Letter  L.  in  its  Room,  as 
the  Initial  of  his  'Name, 

Maine,  orMAVNE,  Jafper^ 
D.  D. — This  very  learned  and  in- 
genious Centienun  was  born  in 
1604, 
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3604,  the  fecond  Year  of  King 
Jamc%  Ts  Reign,  at  a  little  Mar- 
ket  I'own  called  llathcrlcigh  in 
T)ciwv(}-Are. — He  received  his  E- 
ducation  at  Wejiminfier  School, 
where  he  continued  till  the  Age 
of  nineteen,  when  he  was  re- 
moved to  the  Univerfity  of  Ox- 
ford, v-'here  he  vv'as  admitted  into 
C/jr/7?-C/3«rc/^  College  in  the  Rank    Canons   of  Chriji  Church,    Chap 
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from  the  College,     but  alfo  de- 
prived of  both  his  Livings. 

During  the  Rage  of  the  Civil 
War,  he  found  an  hofpitable  Re>- 
fuge  in  the  Family  of  the  Earl  of 
De'vorf^ire,  where  he  continued 
till  the  Reltoration,  when  he  was 
n»t  only  reftored  to  his  former 
Benefices,  but  made  one  of  the 


of  a  Servitor  ;  but  in  the  cnfuing 
Year,  -vixi.  1624,  he  was  chofen 
into  the  Number  of  Students  on 
tliat  noble  Foundation. — Here  he 
took  his  Degree  of  Batchelor  and 
Mafter  of  Arts,  after  which  he 
enter'd  into  Orders,  and  was  pre- 
fer'd  to  two  Livings  in  the  Gift 
of  the  College,  one  of  which  was 
iltuated  pretty  near  Oxford. — It 
does  not,  however,  feem  to  have 
been  fo  much  the  Doclor's  own 


lain  in  Ordinary  to  his  Majefly, 
and  Archdeacon  of  Cbicbcfer,  ail 
which  Preferments  he  kept  till 
his  Death,  which  happened  on 
the  6th  of  Dec.  1672..— He  lies 
buried  on  the  North  Side  of  the 
Choir  in  the  Cathedral  of  Cbrift 
Church, 

Dr.  Maine  was  held  in  very 
high  Efteem  both  for  his  natural 
Parts  and  his  acquired  Accom- 
plifliments. — -He  was  an  orthodox 


Inclination  that  led  him  to  the'  Preacher,    and  a  Man   of  fe\ 


•Pulpit,  as  theSoliicitation  of  cer- 
tain Perfons  of  Eminence,  who, 
on  Account  of  the  Figure  he  made 
it  the  Univerfity  in  the  Study  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  and  from  an 
Efteem  for  his  Abilities,  which 
they  v/ere  defirous  of  being  en- 
abled to  reward,  urged  him  to  go 
into  Orders, 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  Wars,  when  King  Cha.  I. 
was  obliged  to  fly  for  Shelter  to 
Oxford,  and  keep  his  Court  there, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  Refentment 
of  the  Populace  in  London,  where 
continual  Tumults  v»ere  prevail- 
ing, Mr.  Maine  was  made  Choice 
of,  among  others,  to  preach  be- 
fore his  Majefty. — Soon  after  this, 
I'ix.  in  1646,  he  was  elefted 
Dodlor  in  Divinity,  and  refided 
at  Oxford  till  the  Time  of  the 
Mock  Vifitation  of  that  L^niver- 
fity  by  Oliier  CrornxveU's  Crea- 
tures, when,  with  many  others, 
equally  didinguifhed  for  their  Zeal 
and  Loyalty  to  the  poor  unhappv 
King,   he  was  not  only  eje(^ed 


Virtue  and  exemplary  Behaviour^ 
yet  of  a  ready  and  facetious  Wit, 
and  a  very  lingular  Turn  of  Hu- 
mour.— From  fome  Stories  that 
are  related  of  him,  he  feems  to 
have  borne  fome  Degree  of  Refem- 
blance  in  his  Manner  to  the  ce- 
lebrated Dr.  S-vjift;  but,  if  he 
did  not  pofTcfs  tho  e  very  brilliant 
Parts  that  difdnguifhed  the  Dean, 
he  probably  was  lefs  fubjedl  to 
that  capricious  and  thofe  unac- 
countable Whimfies,  which  at 
Times  fo  greatly  eclipfed  the  Abi- 
lities of  the  latter. — Yet  there  h 
one  Anecdote  related  of  him, 
which,  although  I  cannot  be  of 
Opinion  that  it  reflcfls  any  great 
Honour  to  his  Memory,  as  it 
feems  to  carry  fome  Degree  of 
Cruelty  with  it,  yet  is  it  a  ftrcng 
Mark  of  his  Refemblance  to  the 
Dean,  and  a  Proof  that  his  Pro- 
penfity  for  Drollery  and  Joke  did 
not  quit  him  even  in  his  lateft 
Moments. — The  Story  is  this  j 
The  Dodlor  had  an  old  Servant, 
who  had  lived  with  him  feme 
Years, 


MA 

Years,  to  whom  he  bequeathed 
an  old  Trunk,  in  which  he  told 
him  he  would  find  fomething  that 
•would  make  him  drink  after  bis 
Death.— -The  Servant,  full  of  Ex- 
pedlation  that  his  Maftcr,  under 
this  familiar  Expreffion,  had  left 
him  fomewhat  that  would  be  a 
Reward  for  the  Afliduity  of  his 
paft  Services,  as  foon  as  Decency 
would  permit,  flew  to  the  Trunk, 
when  behold,  to  his  great  Difap- 
pointment,  the  boafted  Legacy 
proved  to  be— a  Red Herrirg. 

The  Dodlor,  however,  be- 
queathed many  Legacies  by  Will 
to  pious  Ufes,  particularly  fifty 
Pounds  towards  the  Rebuilding  of 
St.  Paul's  Cathedi-al,  and  two 
Hundred  Pounds  to  be  diftributed 
to  the  Poor  of  the  Parifhes  of 
Cajfingtoti,  and  Pyrton  near  Wat- 
tingtorj,  of  both  which  Places  he 
had  bcen-Vicar. 

In  his  younger  Years  he  had  an 
Attachment  to  Poetry,  and  wrote 
two  Plays,  the  latter  of  which 
may  be  feen  in  the  tenth  Volume 
of  Dodjlcy'i  ColleEiion,   viz. 

1.  Amorous  War.    Tragi-Com. 

2.  The  City  Match.     Com. 
Mallet,    Da-vid,    Efqj    a 

North-Briton,  was  Tutor  to  the 
Duke  of  ilfoK^ro/e,  and  to  his  Bro- 
ther Lord  George  Graham. — He 
was  Secretary  to  the  late  Prince 
of  Wales, — He  married  a  Lady  of 
very  confiderable  Fortune ;  and 
has  always  lived,  and  been  re- 
fpefted  as  a  Gentleman. — He  is 
now  Keeper  of  the  Book  of  En- 
tries for  Ships  in  the  Port  of 
London, 

He  was  the  Editor  of  a  new 
and  compleat  Edition  of  Lord 
Bacon  5  Works,  to  which  he  pre- 
fixed a  Life  of  that  great  Man  j 
and  publiflied  the  Philofophical 
Works  of  the  late  Lord  Bolitig- 
broke,  agreeable  to  his  Lordihip's 
laft  Will  and  Teftament. 
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His  dramatic  Pieces  are, 
z.  EuRYDicE.     Trag. 

2.  Mu  STAPH  A.     Trag. 

3.  Alfred.    Mafque,     writ- 

ten in  Conjundlion  with 
the  late  Mr.  James  Thorn- 
fon,  Author  of  the  Scafons, 

4.  Britannia,     a  Mafque, 

1755- 

5.  Elvira.  Trag,  akcred 
from  La  Motte  ^  who  founded  this 
Play  on  the  famous  Story  of  Ag' 
net  de  Cafiro,  which  Cavio'ens  has 
fo  beautifully  introduced  in  his 
Lufiad.  —  Mr.  Mallet'^  Tragedy 
was  a£ted  with  moderate  Ap- 
plaufe,  at  Drury-Lane  Houfc,  in 
January  1763. — The  indifferent 
Succefs  it  met  with  may,  in  Part, 
be  afcribed  to  the  unlucky  Junc- 
ture in  which  it  appeared  5  at  a 
Time  when  Party  -  Prejudice  raji 
high  againft  the  Scottifo  JsTation,  on 
Account  of  the  unpopular  Aclmi- 
niftration  of -the  Earl  ot  Bute,  to 
whom  Elvira  was  dedicated. 

Mr.  Ma/let's  other  Works  are 
collefted  in  three  vol.  lamo.  a-- 
mong  which  the  moll  confiderable 
are, 

1.  That  fweet  Ballad,  entitled 

William  and  Margaret. 

2.  The  Excurjion,  a  Poem,  in 

two  Cantos. 

3.  Amyntor  and    Theodora,     or 

the   Hermit. — This    Piece 
was  originally  intended  for 
the  Stage ;  but  the  Author 
afterwards  chofe   to  alter 
his  Plan. 
There  was   likewife  an   addi- 
tional Colletftion  of  Poems  by  this 
Author,  publifned  in  1762,   in  a 
thin  Volume,  C'ftavo;  confifting 
of  fmall  Pieces' on  feveral  Occa-= 
lions. 

Manning,  Mr  Francis,  was 
a  Gentleman  of  eminent  Learn- 
ing, who  flourifhed  in  the  Reign 
of  William  IIL— He  has  obliged 
the  World  with  a  Tranllation  of 
[  X  ]  Dion 
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Dion  CaJJiu^  from  the_  Orpinal, 
and  with  two  dramatic  Pieces, 
entitled, 

1.  All  for  the  better.     Com. 
a.  Generous  Choice.     Com. 
Manuche,     Major   Co/mo. — 

This  Gentleman  appears  to  have 
been  an  Italian  by  Birth,  and 
Phillips  has  given  us  his  Name 
Manuci,  in  which  it  is  not  im- 
probable that    he  may  for  once 

have  been  in  the  Right, He 

took  up  Arms  for  King  Charles, 
and  had  a  Major's  CommiiTion, 
but  whether  of  Horfe  or  Foot 
does  not  appear.— He  wrote  three 
Plays  in  the  EngUp  Language, 
and,  confidering  that  he  was  a 
Foreigner,  and  that  he  only  wrote 
for  his  Diverfion,  and  not  by  Way 
of  a  Profeflion,  and  that  at  leaft 
he  has  the  Merit  of  their  being 
original,  wholly  his  own  and  un- 
borrowed, they  are  very  far  from 
being  contemptible. — Their  Ti- 
tles are, 

J.   I'he  Jvft  General.     Trag. 

2.  The  Loyal  hovers.  T.  C. 

3.  The  Bafiard.     Trag.      (at- 

tributed to  him  by  Cox- 
ettr.) 
Mak  k  I!  am,  Geri'afe,  Efq;  was 
the  Son  of  Robert  Mir';ham,  of 
Ccthatn  in  Nottinghamjkire,  Efq; 
— He  flourished  in  the  Reigns  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  King  jfatnes  I. 
and  King  Charles  I.  for  the  laft 
of  whom  he  took  up  Arms,  and 
bore  a  Captain's  Commiffion. — 
He  was  a  good  Scholar,  being 
psrfe£l  Mafter  of  the  F/-f«r.^,  Ita- 
lian and  Spanip  Languages. — He 
was  extremely  well  verfed  both 
in  the  Theory  and  Praftice  of 
military  Difcipline,  and  was  a 
great  Adopt  in  Horfemanfhip, 
Farriery  and  Hufbandry ;  by 
which  Means  he  was  fully  qua- 
lified for  the  Tranflation  and 
Ccmpilement  of  numerous  Vo- 
lumes on  all  thefe  Subje(^s,  ma- 
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ny  of  which  are  even  now  held 
in  very  high  Efteem. — He  alfo 
wrote  fome  Books  on  rural  Re- 
creations ;  nor  among  his  other 
Attentions  v/ere  the  Mufes  neg- 
lefteJ,  for  we  find  one  Play  ex- 
tant in  his  Name,  tho'  he  was 
indeed  aflifted  in  it  by  Mr.  Samp- 
fon,  of  whom  we  fhall  hereafter  . 
have  Occafion  to  fpeak,  entitled, 
Herod     and   Antipatxr, 

Trag. 
Langbaine  fpeaks  very  highly  in 
his  Commendation,  and  very  juft- 
ly,  as  a  great  Eenefador  to  the 
Public,  by  his  numerous  and  ufe- 
ful  Publications,  but  fa_vs  lit- 
tle of  his  Poetry  ;  and  indeed  both 
him  and  "Jacob,  and  fmc£  them 
Cibbcr  in  his  Linjes  of  the  Poets ^ 
feem  not  to  know  of  any  other 
poetical  Works  that  he  was  con- 
cerned in  :  But  Coxetcr,  in  his 
MS.  Notes,  has  mentioned  two 
Pieces  of  Poetry  by  this  Author 
(both  indeed  Tranflations)  of  con- 
fiderable  Confequence,  vix, 

1.  Arioflo's  Satires,  in  feven fa- 
mous Difcourfes,  4to.    1608.   and 

2.  The  Famous  Whore,  or  No- 
ble Courtezan  :  containing  the  la- 
mentable Complaint  of  Paulina,  the 

famous  Roman  Courtezan,  jome- 
tiine  Mi/irefs  unto  the  great  Cardi- 
nal Hippolyto  of  Efte,  tranjlated 
into  Verfe  from  the  Italian,  8vo, 
i6og. 

Befides  thefe>  Coxeier  mentions 
the  following  Works  in  Profe, 
not  taken  Notice  of  by  the  Wri- 
ters of  his  Life,  which  he  attri- 
butes to  him,  wxj. 

I,  Devereux.  Vertue'' sTears 
for  the  Lofs  of  the  mpft  Chrifiian 
King  Henry,  third  of  that  NamCy 
King  of  France,  and  the  untimely 
Death  of  the  moft  noble  and  heroical 
Walter  Devereux,  ivbo  loas  fain 
before  Roan  in  Fraunce.  Firft 
written  in  French,  by  that  moji 
(Ketlltnt  and  kartted  Gentlewoman 
Madame 
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Madame  Gennoifne  Pelan  Mau" 
lette,  af^d  paraphrajiically  tranf- 
latcd  into  Englifh  by  Jarvis  Mark- 
ham,  4to.   1597. 

2.  The  Art  of  Archcrky  8vo. 
1634. 

3.  The  Soldier  s  Exercife,  8cc.  in 
three  Books,  of  which  there  was 
a  3d  Edition,  4to.   1643. 

At  what  Time  Mr.  Markbam 
was  born,  or  when  he  died,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  trace  j  but, 
if  all  the  Dates  of  his  Publications 
are  rightly  fet  down,  he  muft 
have  lived  to  a  very  great  Age, 
lince  the  Devereux,  according  to 
Coxeter,  was  publifhed  in  1597, 
and  his  FerfeEi  Horjemanjhip,  ac- 
cording to  Langbairie^  not  till 
1671,  a  Space,  of  itfelf,  of  74 
Years,  which  is  fcarcely  credible. 
I  cannot  help,  therefore,  fup- 
pofmg  either  that  Langbatve  muft 
have  been  miftaken,  and  not 
mentioned  the  firft  Editions  of 
fome  of  his  Works,  or  that  the 
Dcvereux  at  leaft,  and  perhaps 
fome  other  of  the  Pieces  attri- 
buted to  him,  might  have  been 
by  fome  other  Perfon  of  the  fame 
Family,  and,  which  is  not  un- 
common, of  the  fame  Chriftian 
Name. 

M  A  R  L  0  E,  Mr.  Chriflopher, 
lived  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Eli' 
x.abetb,  and  was  not  only  an  Au- 
thor but  an  A€tox  alfo,  being  ve- 
ry confiderable  in  both. — There 
is  no  Account  extant  of  his  Fa- 
mily, but  it  is  well  known  that 
he  w^s  entered  as  a  Student  in  the 
Univerfity  oi  Cambridge  j  but  that 
he  early  quitted  the  Academic 
Life,  and  went  on  the  Stage, 
where  he  was  Cotemporary  with 
the  immortal  Shakefpeare  and  with 
Thomas  Ueyivccd,  whom  we  have 
mentioned  before ;  the  latter  of 
whom  ftiles  him  the  bejl  of  Poets  ; 
nay,  even  Ben  Jonjovy  who  was 
never   apt   to  be  over   lavilh    of 


M  A 

Commendation,  has  beftowed  a 
high  Panegyrick  on  him,  in  a 
Copy  of  Verfes  called  the  Cenjure 
of  the  Poets,  in  which  he  fpeaks 
of  him  in  the  foUov^ing  Mannerj 

]\!cxt  Marloe,    bathed  in  Thef- 

pian  Springs, 
Had  in  him  thoje  brave jublunary 

Things, 
That  your  frjl  Poets  had  ;    his 

Captures  ivcre 
All  Air  and  Fire,    vjhich  made 

his  Verfs  clear  ; 
For  that  f  tie  Madnejs  ftill  be  did 

retain, 
Which    rightly  fhould  pojj'efs    a 

Poet''s  Brain. 

Mr.  Marloe  came  to  an  un- 
timely End,  falling  a  Viaim  to 
the  moft  torturing  PalFion  of  the 

human  Breail,  Jealoufy. For, 

being  deeply  in  Love  with  a  Girl 
of  a  low  Station,  he  found  him» 
felf  rivalled  by  a  Fellow  in  Li 
very,  who.  as  Wood  informs  us, 
had  more  the  Appearance  of  a 
Pimp  than  a  Man  formed  for  the 
tender  and  generous  Paflion  of 
Love. — Marloe  finding  the  Fellow 
with  his  Miftrefs,  and  having 
fome  Reafons  to  fufpedl  that  /he 
granted  him  Favours,  drew  his 
Dagger,  a  Weapon  at  that  Time 
moft  univerfally  worn,  and  ruHi- 
ed  on  him  to  ftab  him,  but  the 
Footman  being  nimble,  warded 
oft*  the  impending  Stroke,  and,, 
feizing  hold  of  Marloe's  Wrif^, 
turned  the  fatal  Point,  and  plung- 
ed the  Poignard  into  its  Mafter's 
Head,  of  which  Wound,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  pcilible  Care  being 
taken  of  him,  he  died  foon  afte:\, 
in  the  Year  1593. 

IVoad  confiders  this  Cataftrophe 
as  an  immediate  Judgment  on  the 
unhappy  Sufferer  for  his  Blafphc- 
mies  and  Impiety  ;  for  he  teii^ 
us  that  Marlcc,  prefuming  upon 
[  X  2  ]  his 
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his  own  little  Wit,  thought  pro- 
per to  pradife  the  moft  Epicurean 
Indulgence,  and  openly  profeffed 
^theifmj  that  he  denied  God 
our  Saviour  j  blafphemed  the  a- 
corable  Trinity ;  and,  as  it  was 
reported,  wrote  feveral  Difcourfes 
againft  it  j  affirming  our  Saviour 
to  be  a  Deceiver,  the  facred  Scrip- 
tures to  entertain  nothing  but  idle 
Stories,  and  all  Religion  to  be  a 
Device  of  Policy  and  Prieftcraft. 

This  Charader,  ifjuft,  is  fuch 
a  one,  as  /hould  induce  us  to  look 
back  with  Contempt  and  Pity, 
on  the  Memory  of  the  Ptrfon 
v/ho  pofiefied  it,  and  recal  to  our 
Mind  that  inimitable  Sentiment 
of  the  great  and  good  Dr.  Tcung, 
in  his  Complaint, 

When  I  behold  a  Genius  bright 
and  bafe. 

Of  towVing  Talents,  but  terref- 
trial  Aims, 

Methinks  I  fee,  as  fallen  from  it's 
high  Sphere, 

The  glorious  Image  of  a  Sou!  im- 
mortal } 

Wtth  mix\{,  and  groveling 

in  the  Duji. 

I  would,  however,  rather  wiih  to 
take  this  Charafter  with  fome 
Degree  of  Abatement,  and,  al- 
lowing that  Mr.  Marloe  might  be 
inclinable  to  Free-thinking,  yet 
that  he  could  not  run  to  the  un- 
happy Lengths  he  is  repotted  to 
have  done,  efpecialiy  as  the  Time 
he  lived  in  was  a  Period  of  Bi- 
gotry j  and  that  even,  in  thefe 
calmer  Times  of  Controverfy,  v/e 
find  a  great  Aptnefs  in  Perfons, 
who  differ  in  Opinion  with  Re- 
gard to  the  fpeculative  Points  of 
Religion,  either  wilfully  or  from 
the  miflaking  of  Terms,  to  tax 
each  other  with  Deifm,  Herefy, 
and  even  Atheifrn,  on  even  the 
iDoft  trivial  Tenets,  which  have 
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the  leail  Appearance  of  being  un" 
orthodox. 

But,  to  quit  his  Charafter  in  a  i 
religious  View,  let  us  now  confi- 
der  him  as  a  Poet,  and  in  this  ^ 
Light  he  muft  be  allowed  to  have 
had  great  Merit. — His  Turn  was 
entirely  to  Tragedy,  in  which 
Kind  of  Writing  he  has  left  th<: 
fix  follov/ing  Teftjmonials  of  A- 
bilities. 

1.  Dr.    Faustus'^j    Tragical 

Eijlory. 

2.  Edward  IL     Trag. 

3.  Jciv  of  Malta.     T,  C. 

4.  LuJPs  Dominion.     Trag. 

5.  Majacre  of  Paris.     Trag. 

6.  Tamberlaine  r/)eGrf<ir. 

Trag.  in  two  Parts. 
He  alfo  joined  with  Nap^  in  the 
writing  a  Play  called 

Dido,  ^a^^w  o/"  Garth  age, 
and  had  begun  a  very  fine  Poena, 
called  Hero  and  Leander,  which 
was  afterwards  finifhed  by  Chap- 
man, tho'  not  with  the  fame  Spi- 
rit and  Invention  that  its  Author 
had  begun  it  with. 

Marmion,  or  Marmyon, 
Shakerley,  M.  A.— This  Writer, 
who  fiouri/hed  in  the  Reign  of 
Charles  I.  was  born  in  the  Here- 
ditary Manfion-Houfe  of  his  Fa- 
mily at  Ainoe  in  I^orthamptonjbire, 
about  the  Beginning  of  January 
1602. — When  a  Boy  he  was  put 
to  School  at  Thame  in  Oxfordjhire, 
from  whence,  at  about  the  Age 
of  Sixteen,  he  was  removed  to 
Wadham  College  Oxford,  where 
he  was  enter'd  firft  as  a  Gentle- 
man-Commoner, and  afterwards, 
in  1624,  took  his  Degree  of 
Mafter  of  Arts. 

Mr.  Marmion  is  not  a  volumi- 
nous Writer,  Death  having  moft 
probably  flopped  the  Career  of  his 
Genius  ;  yet  I  cannot  help  confi- 
dering  him  as  one  of  the  beft  a- 
mong  the  dramatic  Authors  of 
that  Time. — His  Plots  are  inge- 
nious,. 
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nicns,  his  Charaaers  well  drawn, 
and  his  Language  not  only  eafy 
and  dramatic,  but  full  of  lively 
Wit,  and  folid  Underftanding.— 
He  died  in  a  middle  Age  of  Life, 
feme  Time  between  1641  and 
1650,  the''  I  have  not  been  able 
to  trace  the  particular  Year,  and 
has  left  only  three  Plays  behind 
him,  one  of  which,  -r/Zz:.  The 
j^ntiquarv,     is  to  be  f^-en  among 

DodpfC  Old  Plays,   Vol.  V 

The  Titles  of  his  Pieces  are 

1.  Antiquary,     Com. 

2.  Fine  Companion,     Com. 

3.  Holland' %  Leaguer.  Com. 
Vhillipi  and  JFinftanlcy,  according 
to  their  ufual  Cuftom  of  fathering 
anonymous  Plays  on  any  Authors 
that  they  think  proper  to  find  out 
for  them,  have  attributed  to  Mr. 
Marmion  a  Play  which  is  not  his, 
nor  bears  any  Refemblance  to  his 
Manner  of  writing,  entitled. 

The  Faithful  Stephcrd. 

Marsh,  Mr.  Char  ks,  a  Book - 
feller  and  a  Dealer  alfo  in  Poetry, 
but  not  very  extenfively;  being 
Author  only  of  one  Piay,  -vi:^. 

Amasis  Kin^  of  Egypt. 
Trag.  printed,  but  never 
afled. 
He  has  alio  republiflied  Shahcf- 
peare'i  CymbeUney  with  fome  Al- 
terations, but  it  has  not  yet  been 
aaed. 

Marston,  Mr.  John.' — Of 
this  eminent  Poet,  who  liOuri{h- 
ed  in  the  Reigns  of  Queen  Elixa- 
beth  and  King  James  I.  but  few 
Circumftances  remain  on  Record. 
Wood  only  informs  us  that  he 
was  a  Student  in  Corpus  Chrifii 
College  Oxford,  but  has  neither 
fixed  the  Place  of  his  Birth,  nor 
the  Family  fronft  which  he  was 
defcended  ;  and  Langbaim  tells 
us,  that  he  was  able  to  recover 
no  farther  Information  of  him 
than  whit  he  had  learned  from 
the  Teilimony  of  his  Bookfelkr^ 
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and,  as  that  relates  only  to  th^ 
Merit  of  his  Writings,  it  is  JittJe 
more  than  what  might  have  been 
gathered  frcm  the  Perufa!  of  his 
Works,  iiix.-  ti'jat  he  was  a  chafte 
and  pure  Writer,  avoiding  all 
that  Obfcenity,  Ribaldry,  and 
Scurrility,  which  too  many  of  the 
Playwrights  of  that  Time,  and 
iwdeed  much  more  fo  in  fome  Pe- 
riods fince,  have  made  the  Balis 
of  their  Wit,  to  the  great  Dif- 
grace  and  Scandal  cf  the  Stage.— 
That  he  abhorred  fuch  Writers 
and  their  Works,  and  purfued  fo 
oppofite  a  Praaice  in  his  ov.ji 
Performances,  that  '<  whatfoevcy 
''  even  in  the  Spring  of  his  Years 
*'  lie  prefented  upon  the  private 
"  and  public  Theatre,  in  his  Au- 
*'  tumn  and  declining  Age  he 
"  needed  not  to  be  afhamed  of." 
His  Plays  are  eight  in  Number, 
and  their  Titles  as  follow,  'y/.^. 

1.  Antonio  and  Mehda. 

Hift.  Play. 

2.  AviTonio's Revenge .  Trag^. 

3.  Dut:h  Courtcxan,      Com, 

4.  Infatiate  Countefs.     Trag. 

5.  Malecontent.     Tragi- Com, 

6.  Parafitajier.     Com. 

7.  SopKONisEA.     Trag. 

8.  What  you  tmll.     Com. 

It  is  evident  that  Marjlon  muft 
have  lived  in  FriendOiip  with  Ecn 
J-onfon  at  the  Time  of  his  writing 
the  Malecontent,  which  Play  he 
has  warmly  dedicated  to  him,  yet 
it  is  probable  that  Ben\  Self-Suf- 
ficiency and  natural  Arrogance 
•might  in  Time  lellen  thatFriend- 
fhip,  as  we  afterwards  find  our 
Author,  in  hisEpiftle  to  the  Rea- 
der prefixed  to  his  Sopbonifl-a, 
calling  fome  very  fevere  Glances 
at  the  Pedantry  and  Plagiarifm  of 
that  Poet,  in  borrowing  Orations 
from  Salluji  and  other  of  the 
claflical  Writersj  and  making  Ufe 
of  them  in  his  Tragedies  of  He- 
ianus  and  Catallr,?, 
'     [  X  3  J  The 
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TijP  exa£l  Period  of  Mr.  F^'Lir- 
flons  Death  is  not  known  ;  but, 
as  C'ibber  tells  us  that  his  Works 
were  publiilied  after  his  Death  by 
Shakefpeare,  who  hirafelf  died  in 
1616,  it  is  evident  that  it  muft 
have  been  fome  Time  before  that 
Year. — As  a  Specimen  of  his 
Poetry,  Mr.  Dodjlsy  has  repub- 
lidied  his  Malecontent  in  his  Co/- 
le^{on,  Vol.  IV. 

Ma r  t  y  n,  Benjamin,  Efq ; — 
Who  or  what  this  Gentleman 
was,  or  whether  ftill  living,  I 
know  not. — He,  however,  lays 
Claim  to  a  Place  in  this  Work,  as 
being  Author  of  one  Play,  which 
was  a<fted  with  fome  Succefs,  and 
is  entitled, 

TiMOLEON.      Trag. 

Mason,  John,  M.  A.  lived  in 
the  Time  of  King  Jainn  I.  and 
about  the  Middle  of  that  Reign 
publiflied  one  dramatic  Piece, 
which  he  has  entitled 

M  u  1  c  A  s  s  E  s  the  Turk.  A  wor  • 
thy  Tragedy. 

Whether  it  merits  the  Title  of 
nvorthy  I  cannot  pretend  to  deter- 
mine, as  it  has  not  happene.i  to 
fail  in-my  Way,  but  it  is  evident 
that  the  Author  had  himfelf  a 
very  high  Opinion  of  its  Worth, 
from  the  following  Motto  which 
he  has  prefixed  to  it,  quoted  from 
Hirace,  viz. 

Sime  Siipeibiam  qutsjitam  met  his. 

Ma s  s  I  k  g  e  r  ,  Mr.  Philip.  — 
This  excellent  Poet  was  Son  to 
jV,r,  Philip  MaJJinger,  a  Gentle- 
man vv-ho  had  fome  Employment 
lender  the  Earl  of  Montgomery,  in 
whofe  Service  he  died,  after  hav- 
ing fpent  feveral  happy  Years  in 

his  Family. Our  Author  was 

horn  at  Salijbury  in  Queen  Eli- 
z-aietFs  Reign,  Anno  1584,  and 
at  the  Age  of  eighteen  was  en- 
tered a  Fsllow- Commoner  of  St. 
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Albati^i  Hall  in  Oxford,  in  which 
Station  he  remained  three  or  four 
Years,  in  Order  to  compleat  his 
Education. — Yet,  tho'  he  was  en- 
couraged in  the  Purfuit  of  his 
Studies  by  his  Father's  Patron, 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  yet  the  na- 
tural Bent  of  his  Genius  leading 
him  much  more  -to  Poetry  and 
polite  Literature,  than  to  dryer 
and  more  abftrufe  Studies  of  Lo- 
gic and  Philofophy  ;  and,  being 
impatient  for  an  Opportunity  of 
naoving  in  a  more  public  Sphere 
of  A£lion,  and  improving  his  Po- 
etical Fancy  and  his  Knowledge 
of  the  Bella  Lettrcs,  by  Conver- 
fation  with  the  World,  and  an 
Intercourfe  with  Men  of  Wit  and 
Genius,  he  quitted  the  Univerfity 
without  taking  any  Degree,  and 
came  up  to  London,  where,  ap- 
plying himfelf  to  writing  for  the 
Stage,  he  prefently  rofe  into  high 
Reputation,  his  Plays  meeting 
with  the  univerfal  Approbation  of 
the  Public,  both  for  the  Purity  of 
their  Stile,  and  the  Ingenuity  and 
Oeconotny  of  their  Plots. — Tho' 
his  Pieces  befpeak  him  a  Man  of 
the  Fiift-Rate  Abilities,  and  well 
qualified  both  as  to  Learning  and 
a  moft  perfed  Acquaintance  with 
the  Methods  of  dramatic  Wri- 
tings, yet  he  was  at  the  fame 
Time  a  Perfon  of  the  moft  con- 
fummatc  Modefty,  which  ren- 
dered him  extremely  beloved  by 
all  liisCotemporary  Poets,  few  of 
whom  but  what  efteemed  it  as  an 
Honour  to  join  with  him  in  the 
Compofition  of  their  Works. — - 
The  Pieces  he  has  left  behind 
him  are  as  follow, 

1.  Bagful  Lover.   Tragl-Com» 

2.  Believe  ai  you  lift.     Com. 

3.  Bondman,     Trag. 

4.  City  Madam.     Com. 

K^.  Duke  of  Mil  A  fi.     Trag, 

6.  Emperor  of  the  Eaji.      T.  C. 

7.  Fatal  Dcwry,     Trag, 

8,  Greas 
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8.  Great  Duke  of  FvoRttiCZ. 

Com. 

9.  Guardian.     Com.HIft. 
10.  Maid  of  Honour.     T.  C. 

J  I.  Nciu  iVay  to  pay  old  Dibts, 
Com. 

12.  Old  Lazv.     Com.    (aflifted 

by  Rowley  and  Middleton.) 

13.  Piciure.     Tragi- Com. 

14.  Po'zverful  Fa'vourite,     Hift. 

Play. 

15.  Rencgado.     Tragi-Com. 

16.  Roman  Aflor.      Trag. 

17.  Very  Wcman.     Tragi-Com. 
iS.  ^/r^n?  Martyr.  Trag.    (af- 

fifted  by  Decker.) 
19.  Unnatural  Combat.  Trag. 
Almoft  all  the  Writers  agree  very 
nearly  in  their  Accounts  of  the 
Time  of  his  Birth,  but  Coxeters 
MS.  points  out  a  Miftake  in  the 
^ra  of  his  Death,  which  he 
makes  to  have  happened  in  March 
1630,  in  which  he  is  fupported 
by  the  Authority  of  Wood's  Athen, 
Oxon,  whereas  Langbaine  zx^AJa- 
tob,  and  after  them  Wkincop  and 
Cibber  h!i\e  placed  in  it  1669. — 
Ccxeter,  however,  fecms  to  have 
the  greater  apparent  Probability 
on  his  Side,  both  with  a  Confi- 
deration  of  the  very  great  Age, 
f'viz.  85  Years)  that  he  mull 
have  lived  to,  according  to  the 
latter  Suppofition,  and  moreover 
from  the  Epitaph  written  on  him 
by  Sir  Afioit  Cockain,  in  which  he 
is  faid  to  be  buried  in  the  very 
fame  Grave  with  Fletther^  v/ho 
died  in  1625  ;  and  which,  had 
there  been  a  Diftance  of  forty- 
four  Years  between  their  refpec- 
tive  Departures,  it  is  probable 
would  have  been  a  Circumftance 
fcarcely  known,  and  much  lefs 
worth  recording. 

There  is  one  Thing,  however, 
fomewhat  unaccountable,  which 
is,  that  Cbettvood^  who,  in  his 
double  Capacity  of  Bookfeilerand 
Prompter   had  great  Opportuni- 
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ties,  and  indeed  wanted  not  Cu- 
riofity,  to  enquire  into  thofe  Af- 
fairs, has,  in  his  Britijh  Theatre, 
varied  from  all  the  other  Writers 
in  both  the  Beginning  and  End  of 
hisMoital  Exiftence  J  and,  with- 
out affigning  any  Authority  but 
his  own  ijife  dixit,  has  pofitively 
aflerted,  that  be  zvas  born  in  1578, 
ard  died  in  1659,  in  the  Ziji  Tear 
of  his  Age. 

It  is,  however,  univerfally  a- 
greed,  that  his  Body  was  buried 
in  the  Church  Yard  of  St.  Sa- 
•vicur'S)  Scuthnvark)  and  that  he 
was  attended  to  the  Grave  by  all 
the  Comedians  then  in  Town. — • 
His  Death  was  fuddcn,  and  the 
Place  of  it  his  own  Houfe,  near 
to  the  PJay-Houfe,  on  the  Bank 
Side,  Southivark,  where  he  went 
to  Bed  in  good  Health,  and  was 
found  dead  the  next  Morning. 
In  the  above  Lift  of  his  Works, 
■  that  numbered  2,  is  mentioned  by 
no  one  but  Chetivood,  who  tells 
us  that  he  had  feen  it  in  MS.  and 
is  alTured  by  the  pioper  Quota- 
tions, (i.  e.  The  Markings  of 
the  Prompter  for  his  own  Ufe  and 
that  of  the  Performers)  that  it 
was  adted. — The  Title,  he  fays, 
runs  thus, 

Belie-ve  as  you  Liji^  written  by 
Mr.  MaJJinger, 
and  that  it  had  the  following  Li- 
cence, frgned  by  Lord  Herbert^ 
who,  I  imagine,  was  Mafter  of 
the  Revels  in  King  Charles  I's 
Reign,  viz. 

This  Play,  called  Believe  as 
you  Lifi,  may  be  aded  this  6th  of 
May  1631.  Henry  Hehbekt. 
And  now,  it  is  but  a  Piece  of 
Juftice  due  to  the  Memory  of  this 
very  great  Man,  to  make  fome 
little  farther  Mention  cf  his  Me- 
rit, which  feems  in  good  Mea- 
fure  to  have  been  buried  in  Ob- 
fcurity,  and  forgotten  amongft  the 
extenfive  Number  of  Writers  of 
the 
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the  fatr.e  Period,  whofe  AHies  it 
was  not  woith  awakening  or  call- 
ing forth  from  the  Caverns  of 
Oblivion. — Biit  when  we  confider 
how  long  many  of  thofe  Pieces, 
even  of  the  immortal  Sbakefpeare 
himfelf,  v/hich  are  now  the  great- 
eft  Ornaments  oftheprefent  Stage, 
lay  by  neglefted,  although  they 
wanted  no  more  than  a  judicious 
Pruning  of  fomefew  Luxuriances, 
fome  little  ftraggling  Branches, 
which  over-hung  the  fairer  Flow- 
ers, and  hid  fome  of  the  choiceft 
Fruits,  it  is  the  lefs  to  be  won- 
dered that  this  Author^  who, 
tho'  fecond,  ftands  no  more  than 
fecoid  to  him,  fhould  liiare  for  a 
while  the  fame  Deftiny. 

Thofe  who  are  unacquainted 
with  MaJJir.ger's  V/ritings  will, 
perhaps,  be  furprized  to  find  one 
placing  him  in  an  equal  Rank 
with  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  and 
the  immortal  Ben  ;  but  I  flatter 
myfelf  that,  if  they  will  but  give 
themfelves  the  Trouble  of  pe- 
rufing  his  Plays,  their  Aftonifh- 
ment  will  ceafe,  that  they  will 
scquiefce  with  me  in  my  Opinion, 
and  think  themfelves  obliged  to 
me  for  pointing  out  to  them  fo 
vaft  a  Treafury  of  Entertainment 
and  Delight. 

Majpnger  has  certainly  equal 
Invention,  equal  Ingenuity  in  the 
Condufl  of  his  Plots,  and  an 
equal  Knov/ledge  of  Charafter  and 
Nature  with  Beaumont  ^ndFkuhcr^ 
and  if  it  fhould  be  obje(fted  that 
he  has  lefs  of  the  Fis  comical  it 
will  furely  be  allowed  that  that 
Deficiency  is  amply  made  Amends 
for  by  that  Purity  and  Decorum 
which  he  has  preferved,  and  a 
Reiedion  of  that  Loofenefs  and 
Obfcenity  which  runs  through 
moft  of  their  Comedies. — As  to 
Ben  yonfon,  I  fiiall  readily  allow 
that  he  excels  this  Author  with 
Refpeil  to  the  ftudied  Accuracy 
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and  Claffical  Correftnefs  of  his 
Stile  J  yet  Mr.  Majfwger  has  io 
greatly  the  Superiority  of  him  in 
Fire,  Pathos,  and  the  Fancy  and 
Management  of  his  Plots,  that  I 
cannot  help  thinking  the  Ballance 
ftands  pretty  even  between  them. 

However,  to  the  Credit  of  the 
ptefent  Age,  this  Author  feems 
to  be  rifing  out  of  Obfcurity,  as 
by  a  late  Republication  of  his 
Works,  compleat  in  four  Vo- 
lumes, 8vo.  to  which  I  refer  my 
Readers,  every  one  has  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  converfing  with  him  in 
the  Study ;  and  as  Mr.  Garrick, 
to  whom  the  Town  has  been  ob- 
liged for  many  valuable  Revivals, 
has  already  brought  one  of  his 
Pieces  on  the  Stage  (viz.  The 
New  Way  to  pay  Old  Debts)  and 
may  probably  b^ftow  the  fame 
Honour  on  others  of  them,  (hould 
fome  able  Hand  take  on  itf-ilf  the 
Tafk  of  adapting  them  ever  io 
little  more  than  they  are  to  the 
Tafte  of  the  prefent  Time. 

May,  Thomas,  Efqj  was  both 
a  Poet  and  an  Hiftorian,  andfiou- 
rifticd  in  the  Reigns  of  James  I. 
and  Cha.  I. — He  was  born  in  the 
Year  1595,  and  was  the  Son  of 
Sir  Thomas  May,  of  an  ancient, 
but  fomewhat  declining  Family, 
in  the  County  of  SvJJ'ex. —  He  re- 
ceived his  Education  in  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Cambridge,  where  he 
was  enter'd  a  Fellow-Commoner 
of  Sidney  College;  during  his  Re- 
fidence  at  which  Place,  he  ap- 
plied very  clofe  to  his  Studies,  and 
acquired  that  Fund  of  Learning  of 
which  his  various  Works  give 
fuch  apparent  Teftimony.  — — 
From  thence  he  removed  to  Lon- 
don, and  frequently  made  his  Ap- 
pearance at  Court,  where  he  con- 
tra£ted  the  Friend/hip,and  obtained 
the  Efteem  of  feveral  Perfons  of 
Fafliion  and  Diftinftion,  more 
efpecially  with  the  accompli/bed 
Endymien 
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Endymiort  Porter,  Efqj  one  of  the 
Ge'ntlemen  of  the  Bed-Chamber 
to  the  King  j  a  Pcrfon  fo  dearly 
valued  by  Sir  William  D''y4'venant, 
that  he  has  ftiled  him  Lord  of  bis 
Mufe  and  Heart. 

On  the  Death  of  Ben  yonfon  in 
1637,  Mr.  May  ftood  Candidate 
?or  the  vacant  Laurel,  in  Compe- 
tition with  Sir  IVilliamD^ Avenant^ 
but  the  latter  carrying  the  Day, 
our  Author  vi'as  {o  extremely  ex- 
afperated  at  his  Difappointment, 
that,  notwithftanding  he  had  hi- 
therto been  a  zealous  Courtier, 
yet,  through  Refentment  to  the 
Queen,  to  whofe  Intereft  he  ima- 
gined Sir  William  was  indebted 
for  his  Succefs,  he  commenced  a 
violent  and  inveterate  Enemy  to 
the  King's  Party,  and  became 
not  only  an  Advocate,  but  Hifto- 
rian  for  the  Parliament. — In  that 
Hiftory,  however,  he  has  fliewn 
entirely  the  Spleen  of  a  Male- 
content,  and  indeed  it  is  fcarcely 
poflible  it  fliould  happen  other- 
wife,  fince  it  is  apparent  that  he 
efpoufed  the  Party  merely  thro' 
Pique  and  Refentment,  and  not 
from  any  public  -  fpirited  Prin- 
ciples ;  and  confequently  that, 
had  he  happened  to  have  ob- 
tained the  Bayes,  it  is  reafon- 
able  to  fuppofe  he  would,  with 
equal  Warmth,  have  efpoufed  and 
fupported  the  Royal  Caufe,  as 
under  his  prefent  Circumftances 
he  did  the  Republican. 

He  died  fuddenly,  in  the  Year 
1650,  and  the'  55th  of  his 
Age  J  for,  going  well  to  Bed, 
he  was  there  found  next  Morn- 
ing dead,  occafioned,  as  fome 
fay,  by  tying  his  Night- Cap  too 
clofe  under  his  fat  Chin  and 
Cheeks,  which  choaked  him  when 
he  turned  on  the  other  Side  5  and, 
as  Dr.  Fuller  exprefles  it,  "  if  he 
**  were  himfelf  a  tyaJJ'ed  and  par- 
<*  //WWriter,  yet  he  lieth  buried 
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^'  near  a  good  and  true  Hiftorian 
•*  indeed,  vi«,.  the  great  Mr.  John 
**  Camifden,  in  the  Weft  Side  of 
*'  the  South  Ifle  of  Weftminfter- 
"  Abbey.'"'' He  had  a  Monu- 
ment, with  a  Latin  Infcription, 
raifed  over  him  by  Order  of  the 
Parliament,  who  had  made  him 

their    Hiftoriographer. But, 

before  his  Body  had  refted  there 
eleven  Years,  it  was  taken  up 
(  with  other  Bodies  that  had 
been  unwarrantably  buried  there 
from  1 64 1  till  the  Reftanration) 
and  buried  in  a  large  Pit  in  the 
Church  Yard  belonging  to  St, 
Margaret  s,  iVeftminfier* — At  the 
fame  Time  his  Monument  alfo 
was  taken  down  and  thrown  afide, 
and  in  the  Place  of  it  was  fet  up 
that  of  Dr.  Thomas  Triplet,  Anno 
1670. 

The'  the  Circumftance  above- 
mentioned  in  Regard  to  King 
Charles  feems  to  fpeak  him  fome- 
what  opinionated,  and  jealous  of 
the  Refpedt  due  to  his  own  Me- 
rits, yet  we  muft  allow  fome- 
what  for  the  Frailty  of  human 
Nature,  and  even  his  Enemies 
cannot  furely  deny  him  to  have 
been  a  very  good  Poet. 

His  Works  are  numerous,  but 
thofe  of  the  greateft  Note  are,  A 
Tranflation  of  Lucan^s  Pharfalia, 
together  with  a  Continuation  of 
it,  in  feven  Books,  both  in  Latin 

and  Englijh  Verfe. He  wrote 

likewife  an  Hijiory  of  Henry  II. 
and  the  above-mentioned  Hiftory 
of  the  Parliament,  in  Profe. — He 
alfo  wrote  the  five  following 
Plays,  vix. 

1.  Agrippina,    Emprefs   of 

Rome.     Trag. 

2.  Antigone.     Trag. 

3.  Cleopatra,      Slueen    of 

Egypt.     Trag. 

4.  The  Heir,     Com, 

5.  OldCovpk.     Com. 

The  two  laft  of  thefc  are  reprint- 
ed 
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cd  by  DoJJley,  in  the  Vllth  Vo- 
lume of  his  Colledion,  to  which 
is  prefixed  feme  (hort  Account  of 
the  Author,  and  a  very  fevere 
Epitaph  written  on  him  in  Latin, 
hy  one  of  the  Cavalier  Party, 
which  he  had  fo  much  abufed. 

Phillips  and  Winjianley  have  at- 
tributed two  other  PJays  to  this 
Author,  but  without  any  Regard 
to  Chronology,  the  one  of  them 
having  been  printed  when  Mr. 
May  could  not  have  been  above 
three  Years  old,  and  the  other  a 
Year  before  he  was  born.  —  The 
Pieces  are, 

1,  ThQ  Old  m/is  Tale.    Com. 

2.  Orlando  Furioso.     C. 
Mead,    Robert,    M.  D.    was 

born  in  Fleetjireet  London,  in  the 
Year  t6i6. — He  received  the  firft 
Parts  of  Education  at  Wejlminfier 
School,  from  whence,  in  his 
eighteenth  Year,  he  removed  to 
Oxford,  and  was  elefted  a  Student 
of  Qhrifi  Church  College  in  that 
Univerfity. — As  foon  as  he  had 
taken  the  Degree  of  Mafter  of 
Arts,  he  quitted  his  Academical 
Studies,  and  took  up  Arms  for 
King  Charles  I.  who  gave  him  a 
Captain's  Commiffion  in  the  Gar- 
rifon  at  Oxford. — In  May  1646, 
he  was  appointed,  by  the  Gover- 
nor thereof,  one  of  the  Commif- 
fioners  to  treat  with  thofe  of  the 
Parliament  concerning  a  Surren- 
der, and  in  the  next  Month  was 
adtually  created  a  Dodlor  of  Phy- 
lic. 

He  followed  King  Charles  II. 
into  France,  and  was  fent  by 
him  as  an  Agent  into  Sweden. 
-~Soon  after  this  he  returned  to 
the  Place  of  his  Nativity,  died  in 
the  very  fame  Houfe  in  which  he 
had  been  born,  on  the  12th  of 
Feb.  1652,  j^t.  30,  and  lies  bu- 
ried in  the  Church  of  St.  Dun-' 
finni  in  tbi  Wcji^ 
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While  he  was  an  Under  Gra- 
duate in  the  Univerfity,  he  wrote 
one  Play,  which  however  was  ne- 
ver publifhed  till  after  his  De- 
ceafe. — It  is  entitled. 

The  Combat  of  Loue  and  Friend' 
fhip.  Com. 
Phillips  has  alfo,  but  without 
Foundation,  attributed  to  this 
Author  an  anonymous  Piece,  en- 
titled, 

The  Coftly  Whore.     A  Comical 
Hiftory. 

Med  BOURN,  Mr.  Mattb-zv, 
an  A£lor  of  confiderable  Emi- 
nence, belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
York''&  Theatre,  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  II.  but  being  a  Ro- 
man Catholic,  and  inflamed  with 
a  too  forward  and  indifcreet  Zeal 
for  the  Religion  he  had  been 
brought  up  in,  he  became  en- 
gaged in  Titus  Oates''s  Plot,  on 
which  Account  he  was  committed 
to  Newgate,  in  which  Place  he 
died,  altho',  as  Langbaine  oh" 
ferves,  he  merited  a  much  better 
Fate. — He  wrote,  or  rather  made 
a  Tranflation  at  Large  from  Mo- 
Here,  of  a  Comedy,  entitled, 

Tartuffe. 
This  Gentleman  alfo  publi/hed 
another  dramatic  Piece,  which 
he  dedicated  to  the  Queen,  of 
which  Gildon  fays,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Letters  E.  M.  in  the  Ti^ 
tie  Page,  he  was  fnppofed  to  have 
been  the  Author  5  it  is  entitled, 

Saint  Qtci-LY .  Trag. 
Tho'  all  the  Writers  mention  his 
having  died  in  Prifon,  yet  none 
of  them  have  informed  us  in 
what  Year  that  Cataftrophe  hap- 
pened. 

Mendez,  Mofes,  Efq; — This 
Gentleman,  who  has  been  but  a 
very  few  Years  dead,  was  a  Jew, 
and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  either 
a  Stock-Broker  or  a  Notary  Pub- 
lic.— He  was  a  Perlon  of  confi- 
derable 
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derable  Genius,  of  an  agreeable 
Behaviour  and  entertaining  in 
Converfation,  and  had  a  very 
pretty  Turn  for  Poetry. — He  was 
Author  of  two  little  dramatic 
Pieces,  both  of  which  met  with 
good  Succefs,  and  fome  of  the 
Songs  in  both  ftiU  juftly  continue 
Favorites  with  Perfons  of  poetical 
and  mufical  Tafte. 

1.  Chaplet.    Mufical  Entertain- 

ment. 

2.  Shepherd'' s  Lottery,     Ditto. 
Meriton,  Mr.  stomas,  lived 

in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II. 
Langbaine  has  been  extremely  fe- 
vere  upon  him,  telling  us  that 
he  was  certainly  the  meaneft  dra- 
matic Writer  that  ever  England 
produced  5  and,  applying  to  his 
Stupidity  a  Parody  on  the  Expref- 
fion  ofMenedemus  the  Philofopher, 
relating  to  the  Wickednefs  of  Pcr- 
feus,  fays,  that  He  is  Ik  deed  a  Poet, 
but  of  all  Men  that  are,  zvere,  or 
e-ver  (hall  be,  the  dullefi  ;  that  ne- 
ver Man's  Stile  was  more  Bom- 
-baft,  and  that,  as  he  himfelf  did 
not  pretend  to  fuch  a  Quicknefs 
of  Apprehenfion  as  to  underftand 
either  of  his  Plays,  he  can  only 
inform  us  that  they  are  two  in 
Number^  and  that  their  Titles 
are, 

1.  Lo-ve  and  IVar.     Trag. 

2.  Wandering  Lovers.     T.  C. 
He  alfo  informs  us,    from   Mr, 
Meriton  s  own  Authority,  that  he 
had  written  another  Play,  called. 

The  Several  JVits.  Com. 
which,  however,  he  made  only 
his  Pocket  Companions,  ihewing 
them  only  to  a  few  feleft  and  pri- 
vate Friends,  on  which,  more- 
over, he  remarks,  that  thofe  were 
certainly  happieft  who  were  not 
reckoned  in  the  Number  of  this 
Author's  Friends,  and  confe- 
quently  compelled  to  liften  to  fuch 
Fuftiau,  which,    like  an  empty 
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Calk,  makes  a  great  Sound,    but 
yields  at  befl  nothing  but  Lees. 

In  Proof  of  thefe  Aflertions 
Mr.  Langbaine  has  given  his  Rea- 
ders a  Copy  of  Part  of  the  Epiftle 
Dedicatory  to  the  WanderingLcver^ 
which  is  indeed  a  Curiofity  in  its 
Way,  and  to  which  I  refer  thofe 
who  are  fond  of  grafping  a  Cloud, 
or  regaling  their  Appetites  with 
Whipp'd  Syllabub. 

Metastasio,  Abbe. — 'j'his 
Gentleman,  as  a  Foreigner,  has 
little  Right  to  a  Place  here  j  yet, 
as  fome  of  his  Pieces  have  been 
reprefented  on  our  Italian  Theatre 
in  the  Haymarket,  that  Kind  of 
Naturalization  gives  me  an  Op- 
portunity of  doing  fome  little  Juf- 
tice  to  the  Merit  of  a  Poet  of  the 
very  firft  Rate,  who  feems  to  be 
little  thought  of,  only  becaufe  his 
Works,  being  written  in  a  Lan- 
guage not  much  in  Vogue  in  this 
Nation,  are  but  little  known.-— 
Whereas,  were  they  but  once  in- 
troduced to  the  Acquaintance  of 
our  Countrymen,  they  would  cer- 
tainly be  as  univerfally  admired  as 
thofe  of  Racine,  Corneille,  &c.  a- 
mong  the  French^  to  which,  in 
Refpeft  of  Plot,  Language,  Cha- 
rader  and  Sentiment,  they  are 
by  no  Means  inferior  j  and,  which 
is  ftill  a  ftronger  Proof  of  the  po- 
etical Powers  of  their  Author,  he 
has  found  Means  of  fupporting 
the  Dignity  of  Tragedy,  and  all 
the  more  nervous  Beauties  of 
Tragic^  Poetry,  amidft  the  Jingle 
of  Rhime  and  the  Effeminacy  of 
Sing-Song,  to  which,  in  Compli- 
ance with  the  depraved  Tafte  of 
his  Countrymen,  he  has  been 
compelled  to  fubmit. — He  is,  I 
believe,  ftill  living,  and  hold  the 
Station  of  Poet-Laureat  to  the 
Emperor.— -He  has  written  a  great 
Number  of  dramatic  Pieces,  of 
which  it  were  to  be  wiihed  we 
had 
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had  a  Tranllation  by  fome  capi- 
tal Hand. — Of  thefe,  as  I  before 
obferved,  feveral  have  made  their 
Appearance  at  the  King's  Thea- 
tre in  the  Hayjnarket,  where,  not- 
withftanding  their  capital  Degree 
of  Merit,  they  have  pafled  with 
juft  the  fame  Sort  of  Approbation 
that  has  been  bellowed  on  the 
contemptible  Pieces  which  are 
frequently  reprefented  there,  and 
in  which  the  Words  have  been 
intended  for  nothing  but  a  mere 
Vehicle  to  the  Sound  of  mufical 
Notes ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  Audi- 
ence have  been  enraptured  with 
Mufic  that  *they  did  not  under- 
ftand,  and  never  concerned  them- 
felves  about  underftanding  the 
Piece  itfelf,  which  would  have 
done  Honour  to  their  Judg- 
ments, 

I  fhall,  however,  only  mention 
three,  and  in  my  Choice  of  them 
ftall  be  directed  by  the  Confider- 
ation  of  their  having  been  all 
introduced  into  our  own  Lan- 
guage, either  in  Imitation,  Tranf- 
lation  or  Paraphrafe,   -viz. 

1.  Artaserse.    Ital.  Opera. 

2.  Chmcnza  di  Tito.      Jtal. 

Opera. 

3.  Vljola   dejabitata,      Italian 

Opera, 
The  firft  of  thefe  has  been  tranf- 
lated,  greatly  mangled,  yet  moft 
nobly  fet  to  Mufic  by  Dr.  Artie, 
under  the  Title  of  the  Englijh 
Opera  o{  Artaxerxet. — Mr.  Cleland 
has  made  the  fecond  the  Model 
of  his  Tragedy  called  T/Va^  Veffa- 
Jian ;  and  the  Dejert  JJland  of  Mr. 
Murphy  is  only  a  very  greatly  ex- 
tended Paraphrafe  of  the  laft. 

MiDDLETON,  Mr.  Thomas, 
was  a  very  voluminous  Writer, 
and  lived  fo  late  as  the  Time  of 
Charles  I.  yet  I  can  meet  with 
very  few  Particulars  relating  to 
him  J  for,  notwithftanding  that 
he  has  certainly  {hewn  confidera- 
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ble  Genius  in  thofe  Plays,  which 
are  unqueftionably  ail  his  own, 
and  which  are  very  numerous, 
yet  he  feems  in  his  Life-Time  to 
have  owed  the  greateft  Part  of 
the  Reputation  he  acquired,  to  his 
ConneftioR  with  Jottfon,  Fletcher, 
MaJJinger  zn^Roivley,  with  whom 
he  was  concerned  in  the  writing 
of  feveral  dramatic  Pieces,  but  to 
have  been  confider'd  in  himfelf 
as  a  Genius  of  a  very  inferior 
Clafs,  and  concerning  whom  the 
World  was  not  greatly  interefted 
in  the  purfuing  any  Memoirs. — 
Yet,  furely  it  is  a  Proof  of  Me- 
rit fufficient  to  eftablifh  him  in  a 
Rank  far  from  the  moft  con- 
temptible among  our  dramatic 
Writers,  that  a  Set  of  Men  of 
fuch  acknowledged  Abilities  con- 
fider'd  him  as  deferving  to  be  ad- 
mitted a  joint  Labourer  with 
them  in  the  Fields  of  poetical 
Fame ;  and  more  efpecially  by 
Fletcher  and  J  on f on,  the  firft  of 
whom,  like  a  Widow'd  Mufe, 
could  not  be  fuppofed  readily  to 
admit  another  Partner  after  the 
Lofs  of  his  long  and  wcU-beloved 
Mate  Beaumont  5  and  the  latter, 
who  entertained  fo  high  an  Opi- 
nion of  his  own  Talents  as  fcarce- 
ly  to  admit  any  Brother  near  the 
Throne,  and  would  hardly  have 
permitted  the  clear  Waters  of  his 
own  HeUconian  Springs  to  have 
been  muddied  by  the  Mixture  of 
any  Streams,  that  did  not  appa- 
rently flow  from  the  fame  Source, 
and,  however  narrow  their  Cur- 
rents, were  not  the  genuine  Pro- 
duce of  ParnaJJus, 

The  Pieces  which  Middleton 
wrote  entirely,  and  thofe  in  which 
he  only  fhared  the  Konour  with 
others,  are  diftinguilhed  in  the 
following  Lift. 

I.  Any  Thing  for  a  quiet  Life, 
Com. 

a,  Blust  Mr.CoTifiable.  Com. 
3.  Cbattgt-* 
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3.  Chapgeling.     TVag.      (The 

Author  affilled  by  Roiv 
Icy.) 

4.  CbaJU  Maid  in  Cheapjlde. 
Com. 

5.  Corona   Minerva. 

Mafque. 

6=  Fair  S^uarrd.  Com.  (In 
this  Play  Roivley  alfo  join- 
ed with  our  Author.) 

7.  Family  of  Love.     Com, 

S.  Fine  Gallants.  Com.  Fid. 
Appendix. 

9.  Game  at  ChcJJ'e. 
I  o.  In7ier  T^emple  Mafque. 

11.  Mad  World  my  Majiers. 
Com. 

12.  Mayor    of    Queenbo- 

RouGH.     Com. 

13.  Michaelmas  Term.     Com. 

14.  J\<for£  Diflembkn  bejides  Wo 
men.     Com. 

15.  iVb  ^7/,  «o  Help  like  a  Wo  - 

mans.     Com. 

16.  OA/  Lflw.     Com.      (This 

Author  and  Ro'wley  aflifted 
Majfnger  in  writing  this 
Comedy.) 

17.  PhjEnix.     Tragi-Com, 
J 8.  Roaring  Girl.     Com. 

19.  Spanijh  Gypjie.  Com.   (The 

Author  aflifted  by  jRow- 

20.  -Sua  in  Arict.     Eiitertain. 

21.  7V;V^  to  catch  the  old  One. 
Cox-n. 

22.  triumphs  of  Love  and  Anti' 

quity,     Mafque. 
a  3 ,  Triumph  of  Truth. 

24.  Widoiv.  Com.  (In  this 
Middleton  only  joined  with 
Fletcher  and  Jonfon.) 

25.  World  tofs'd  at  Tennis.  M. 
a 6.  'Women  beware  Women,  T, 
MitLER,  the  Rev.  Mr. yames, 

was  the  Son  of  a  Clergyman, 
who  poflefTed  t^vo  Livings  of  con- 
fiderable  Value  in  Dorjetjbire.-^ 
He  was  born  in  the  Year  1.703, 
and  received  his  Education  at 
Wadbam  College  in  Oxford,— Hi^ 
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natural  Genius  and  Turn  for  Sa- 
tire, however,  led  him,' by  Way 
of  Relaxation  from  his  more  fe- 
rious  Studies,  to  apply  fome  Por- 
tion of  hiS  Time  to  the  Mufes  j 
and,  during  his  ReTidencG  at  the 
Univevfity,  he  compofed  great 
Part  of  a  Comedy  called  the  ku- 
mours  of  Oxford,  fome  of  the  Cha  • 
rafters  in  which  being  either  re- 
ally defigried  for,  or  at  ieafi  point- 
ed out,  as  bearing  a  ftrong  Re- 
femblance  to  fome  of  the  Stu- 
dents, and  indeed  Heads,  of  that 
Univerfity,  gave  confiderable  Um- 
brage, created  the  Author  many 
Enemies,  and  probably  laid  the 
Foundation  of  the  greateft  Part  of 
his  Misfortunes  thio'  Life. 
On  his  quitting  the  Univerfity  he 
ente.-ed  into  holy  Orders,  and  got 
immediately  preferred  to  the  Lec- 
turefhip  of  Trinity  College  in  Con- 
duit Street,  and  to  be  Preacher  of 
Roehampton  in  Surry. 

The  Emoluments  of  thefe  Liv- 
ings, however,  being  not  very 
confiderable,  he  having  married 
an  amiable  young  lady  witjfi  a  ve- 
ry genteel  Fortune,  finding  the 
Expences  of  a  Family  growing 
upon  him,  and  having  perhaps, 
from  the  Vivacity  of  his  Difpo- 
fition,  a  Defire,  as  Shakejpeare  ex- 
prefles  it. 

Of  peioing  fomeivhat    a    more 

fivelltng  Port 
'than  his  faint  Means  could  grant 

Continuance, 

he  was  encouraged,  by  the  Sue- 
cefs  of  his  firft  Play,  which  had 
been  brought  on  the  Stage  at  the 
particular  Recommendation  of 
Mrs.  Oldfield,  to  have  Recourfe  to 
dramatic  Writing,  as  a  Means  of 
enlarging  his  Finances.; — But  thi^ 
Kind  of  Compofition  being  con- 
fider'd,  in  this  fqueamilh  Age,  as 
fomewhat  foreign  to,  and  incon- 
[  Y  ]  fifteat 
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fiftent  with,  a  clerical  Profeflion, 
a  certain  Right  Reverend  Prelate, 
from  whom  Mr.  Miller  had  per- 
haps fome  Expeclations  of  Prefer- 
ment, made  fome  very  harfh  Re- 
monftrances  with  him  on  the  Sub- 
je£l,  and,  on  not  perceiving  him 
perfeftly  inclinable  at  once  to  quit 
the  Advantages  he  received  frcm 
the  Theatre,  without  the  Af- 
lurance  of  fomewhat  adequate  to 
it  from  the  Church,  thought  pro- 
per to  withdraw  his  Patronage.— 
On  which,  in  a  fatyrical  Poem 
which  our  Author  pubhfhed  foon 
after,  there  appeared  a  Charafter, 
which  being  univerfally  fixed  on 
as  intended  for  the  Bifliop,  occa- 
fioned  an  irreconcileablc  Breach 
between  hisLordfhip  and  the  Au- 
thor, and  was  for  many  Years 
afterwards  thought  to  have  re- 
tarded his  Advancement  in  the 
Church. 

Mr.  Milkr  proceeded  with  his 
dramatic  Productions,  and  met 
with  fo  good  Succefs  that,  from 
the  Reprefentation  of  three  or 
four  other  Pieces,  he  reaped  very 
confiderable  Emoluments,  and 
very  probably  might  have  conti- 
nued fo  to  do,  had  not  his  Wit 
and  Propenfity  to  Satire  involved 
him  in  a  Brulee  with  the  Body  of 
Critics,  the  Supporters  or  De- 
fTroyers  of  this  Kind  of  Wri- 
ting, for  having,  in  a  Comedy 
called  the  Coffeebcufe,  drawn  cer- 
tain Characters,  which  were  ima- 
gined to  be  defigned  for  Mrs. 
Tarroiv  and  her  Daughter,  who 
kept  Dick's  CofFeehoufe  between 
the  Temple  Gates,  and  for  fome 
of  the  Perfons  who  frequented 
that  Ploufe,  the  Templars,  who 
confider'd  this  Step  as  touching 
their  own  Copyhold,  went  in  a 
Body  to  the  Play-houfe,  with  a 
Refolution.  very  far  from  uncom- 
mon at  that  Time,  of  damning 
the  Piece  right  or  wrong. 
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The  Author,  however,  deny^ 
ing  the  Charge  laid  againft  him, 
the  Inns  of  Court  Wits  might 
perhaps  have  been  reconciled  to 
him,  had  not  the  Engraver,  who 
was  employed  to  draw  a  Frontif- 
piece  for  the  Play,  unfortunately 
taken  the  Sketch  of  his  Defign 
from  the  very  CofFeehoufe  in  Que- 
ftion. — This  Circuniftance,  ren- 
dering them  entirely  implacable, 
all  Attempts  that  he  made  after- 
wards proved  entirely  unfuccefs- 
ful,  it  being  of  itfelf  a  fufficJent 
Reafon,  with  thofe  Gentlemen, 
to  damn  any  Piece  if  it  was 
known,  or  but  fufpefted  to  be  his. 
< — Thus  was  Mr,  Miller''s  great 
Refource  ftop'd  at  once,  and  he 
again  reduced  to  a  Dependance  on 
his  little  Pittance  in  the  Church, 
with  fcarcely  a  Profpeft  of  any 
Advancement;  for,  befides  the 
Enmities  he  had  created  by  the 
feveral  Circumftances  above-men- 
tioned, he  was  in  his  Principles 
a  fteady  High  Church  Man,  which 
was  a  Circumftance  at  that  Time 
no  Way  favourable  to  his  Promo- 
tion. 

His  Integrity,  however,  in  thefe 
Principles  was  fo  firm,  that  he 
had  Refolution  enough  to  with- 
ftand  the  Temptation  of  a  very 
large  Offer  made  him  by  the  A- 
gents  of  the  Miniftryin  the  Time 
of  general  Oppofition,  notwith- 
ftanding  that  his  Circumftances 
were  at  that  Period  very  far  from 
being  eafy.— He  has,  indeed,  fre- 
quently acknowledged  that  this 
was  the  fevereft  Trial  his  Con- 
ftancy  ever  endur'd,  and  that  his 
Tendernefs  for  the  moft  amiable 
of  Wives,  whofe  Dependence  had 
been  fwallowed  up  in  his  Misfor- 
tunes, had  even  ftagger'd  his 
Firmnefs,  and  induced  him  to 
found  her  Drfpofition,  by  hinting 
to  her  on  which  Terms  Prefer- 
ment might  be  purchafedj    but 
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fhe,  with  an  Intrepidity  and  In- 
dignation which  almoft  made  him 
blufh  at  the  Thought  of  having 
hefitated  for  a  fingle  Moment, 
reiefted  all  Propofals  of  fo  fervile 
a  Nature,  and  filenced  every  Scru- 
ple that  could   on    her  Account 

have  fuggefted  itfclftohim. 

However,  thus  far  he  was  willing 
to  have  temporized,  that  tho'  he 
w'ould-  not  eat  the  Bread  pur- 
chafed  by  writing  in  the  Vindi- 
cation of  Principles  he  difapprov- 
ed,  yet  he  would  have  ftipulated 
with  the  Miniftry  on  the  fame 
Terms  never  to  have  drawn  his 
pen  againft  them. — But  this  Pro- 
pofal  was  reje£led  on  the -other 
Side,  and  fo  terminated  their  Ne-- 
gociations. 

Thus  did  Mr.  Miller's  Wit  and 
Honefly  fland  for  many  Years  the 
moft  powerful  Bars  to  his  For- 
tune ;  and,  as  if  fome  over-ruling 
Planet  hung  over  his  Deftiny, 
and  determined  to  banifli  Succefs 
entirely  from  him,  the  Stroke  of 
Death  hurried  him  away,  juft  as 
his  Profpedts  appeared  to  be  clear- 
ing up  in  more  Refpefts  than 
one. — For,  by  the  Gift  of  Mr. 
Carey  of  Dorjetjhirc,  he  was  at 
length  prefented  to  the  very  pro- 
fitable Living  of  Uj>futt,  which 
his  Father  had  before  pofTefled  j 
befides  which,  having  tranflated 
the  Mahomet  of  Monfieur  de  Vol- 
taire, and  adapted  it  to  the  Englijb 
Stage,  it  made  its  Appearance  at 
Drury  Lane  Theatre,  and,  as  all 
his  former  Attempts  having  been 
in  Comedy,  by  which  Means  the 
Author  of  this  Tragedy  was  not 
fufpedled,  it  paflcd  with  very  con- 
fiderable  Approbation,  and  a  Pro- 
bability of  a  reafonable  Succefs, 
when  behold,  on  the  very  Night 
that  fliould  have  been  that  of  his 
firfl  Benefit,  and  before  he  had 
received  a  Twelve  Month's  Re- 
venue from  his  own  Benefice,  he 
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died  at  his  Lodgings  in  Cheyr." 
Walk,  Chelfea  ;  without  ever  hav- 
ing it  in  his  Power  to  make  that 
Provifion  for  his  Family  which 
he  had  fo  long  fohcited. 

As  a  Man,  his  Character  may 
partly  be  deduced  from  the  fore- 
going Relation  of  his  Life. — He 
was  firm  and  fledfafl  in  his  Prin- 
ciples, ardent  in  his  Friendfhipr, 
and  fomewhat  precipitate  in  his 
Refentments.— In  his  Conveifa- 
tion  he  was  fprightly,  chearfu!, 
and  a  great  Mafter  of  ready  Re» 
partee,  till  towards  the  latter  Part 
of  his  Life,  when  a  Depreflion  of 
Circumftances  threw  a  Gloorn  and 
flypochondria  over  his  Temper, 
which  got  the  better  of  his  na^ 
tural  Gaiety  and  Dilpofitjon. 

As  a  Writer,  he  certainly  has 
a  Right  to  ftand  in  a  very  efli- 

mable  Light. -His  Humours  of 

Oxford  is  perfectly  his  cv>'n,  and 
is  much  the  befl  of  his  dramatic 
Pieces  ;  for  it  is  probable,  that 
when  he  applied  to  that  Kind  of 
Writing  by  Way  of  Support,  he 
had  both  lefs  Leifure  and  lefs  Spi- 
rits for  the  retouching  and  finifli" 
ing  them,  than  when  he  wrote 
merely  for  Amufement.— Befides, 
the  mofl  of  his  other  Plays  are 
more  or  lefs  built  on  the  Founda- 
tion of  other  Writers,  altho'  the 
ornamental  Parts  of  the  Strufture 
have  been  added  to  them  by  their 
prefcnt  Fabricator, — The  NaiT-cs 
of  them  are, 

1.  Art  arJ.  Nature.     Com, 

2.  Coffeehouse.     Com. 

3.  Hofpital  for  Fools.     Farce, 

4.  Humours  of  Ox?  o'Rr>,     C^ 

5.  Joseph   and  bis  Brethren. 

Oratorio, 

6.  Mahomet   the  Impojior. 

Trag. 

7.  Man  of 'lap.     Com. 

8.  Mother  in  Laiv.  Com.  (Af- 

fifted  by  Mr.  Henry  Ba- 
ker.) 
[  Y  t  ]  9.  Pic^ 
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9.  F'lBure.     Ballad  Opera, 
1©.   Savage.       (Attributed     to 

this  Author.) 
31.  Uninofal  PaJJion.  Com. 
Befides  thefe  dramatic  Pieces,  he 
wrote  feveral  political  Pamphlets, 
particularly  one  called  Are  thefe 
Things  fo  ?  which  was  taken  very 
great  Notice  of  3  he  was  Author 
of  a  Poem  called  Harlequin  IIo- 
racey  a  Satire,  occafioned  hy  fome 
ill  Treatment  he  had  received 
from  Mr.  Rich,  the  Manager  of 
Covent  Garden  Theatre  j  and  was 
likewife  concerned,  together  with 
Mr.  Renry  Baker,  F,  R.  S.  now 
living,  in  a  compleat  Tranflation 
of  the  Comedies  of  MoHere,  print- 
ed together  with  the  original 
French,  and  publiihed  by  Mr. 
Watts. 

Mr.  Miller  died  in  1743,  leav- 
ing behind  him  a  Wife  and  two 
Children,  a  Son  and  Daughter, 
the  latter  of  whom  is  fince  dead, 
but  the  other  tv/o  are  flill  living  j 
and,  altho'  it  may  leem  fome- 
what  foreign  to  our  prefent  Pur- 
pofe,  yet  it  would  be  unjuft  to 
the  Charafter  of  that  Lady,  whofe 
heroical  and  noble  Behaviour  we 
have  already  recorded  one  Inftance 
of  above,  not  here  to  convey  to 
Pofterity  the  Record  of  thatftill 
continued  Attachment  to  the  Ho- 
nour Hnd  Reputation  of  her  Huf- 
band  even  after  Death,  which  in- 
duced her  to  devote  the  whole 
Profits  both  of  a  Benefit  Play, 
which  Mr.  Fleetnvood  gave  her  a 
little  Time  after  Mr.  Miller's  De- 
ceafe,  and  alfo  of  a  large  Sub- 
fcription  to  a  Volume  of  admi- 
rable Sermons  of  that  Gentle- 
man's, which  flie  publifhed,  to 
the  Satisfadion  of  his  Creditors, 
and  the  Payment  of  thole  Debts 
which  his  limited  Circumftances 
had  unavoidably  engaged  him  in, 
even  tho'  by  the  fo  doing  Hie  left 
hejfelf  and  Family  almolt  defti- 
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tute  of  the  common  NeccfTarles 
Life. 

Mr.  Miller's  Son  was  bred  a 
Surgeon,  and  was  fome  Time  in 
that  Station  in  the  Navyj  but 
has  fince  applied  to  literary  Avo- 
cations for  his  Livelihood. — A- 
mong  other  Works  he  has  been 
concerned  in,  he  has  publifhed  a 
Volume  of  original  Poems,  and 
a  Tranflation  of  the  Abbe  Bat^ 
teaux's  Cours  des  Belles  Lettres, 

Milt  OK,  Joh}j,  the  rnoft  il- 
luftrious  of  the  Englipj  Poets,  was 
defcended  of  a  genteel  Family, 
feated  at  a  Placeof  their  own  Name, 
viz.  Miltoftj  in  Oxford/hire. — He 
was  born  Dec.  9,  1608,  and  receiv- 
ed his  firft  Rudiments  of  Edu- 
cation under  the  Care  of  his  Pa- 
rents, aflifled  by  a  private  Tutor. 
He  afterwards  pafied  fome  Time 
at  St.  PauPs  School,  London ;  in 
which  City  his  Father  had  fettled, 
being  engaged  in  the  Bufinefs  of 
a  Scrivener. — At  the  Age  of  fe- 
venteen,  he  was  fent  to  Cbrijih 
College,  Cambridge  ;  where  he 
made  a  great  Progrefs  in  all  Parts 
of  academical  Learning  ;  but  his 
chief  Delight  was  in  Poetry.' — In 
1698  he  proceeded  Batchelor  of 
Arts,  having  performed  his  Ex- 
ercife  for  it  with  great  Applaufe. 
His  Father  defigned  him  for  the 
Church  i  but  the  young  Gentle- 
man's Attachments  to  the  Mufes 
was  fo  ftrong,  it  became  impofli- 
ble  to  engage  him  in  any  other 
Purfuits. — In  1632,  he  took  the- 
Degrce  of  Mafter  of  Arts  j  and, 
having  now  fpen*  as  much  Time 
In  the  Univerfity  as  became  a 
Perfon  who  determined  not  to 
engage  in  any  of  the  three  Pro- 
feilions,  he  left  the  College, 
greatly  regretted  by  his  Acquaint- 
ance, but  highly  difpleafed  with 
the  ufual  Method  of  training  up 
Youth  there,  for'the  Study  of  Dj- 
vinity  j  and  being  much  out  of 
Humour 


r 

i 
les  of    I 
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Humour  with  tlie  public  Adml- 
niftration  of  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs, 
he  grew  dilTatisfied  with  the  efta- 
bliihed  Form  of  Church  Govern- 
ment, and  difiiked  the  whole 
Plan   of   Education    praftifed    in 

the  Univerfity. His   Parents, 

who  now  dwelt  at  Morton,  near 
Colnbrook,  in  Buckinghampire,  re- 
ceived him  with  unabated  Affec- 
tion, notwithftanding  he  had 
thwarted  their  Views  of  providing 
for  him  in  the  Church,  and  they 
amply  indulged  him  in  his  Love 
of  Retirement  j  wherein  he  en- 
riched his  Mind  with  thechoiceft 
Stories  of  Grecian  and  Roman  Li- 
terature :  and  his  Poems  of  Co- 
mus,  U  Allegro,  II  Pen  fore  (o  and 
Lycidas,  all  wrote  at  this  Time, 
would  have  been  fufficicnt,  had 
he  never  produced  any  Thing 
more  confiderable,  to  have  tranf- 
mitted  his  Fame  to  lateft  Pofte- 
rity. — However,  he  was  not  fo 
abforbed  in  his  Studies,  as  not 
to  malce  frequent  Excurfions 
to  London  ;  neither  did  fo  much 
Excellence  pafs  unnoticed  among 
his   Neighbours  .in  the  Country, 

.  with  the  moil:  diftingui/hed  of 
whom  he  fometimes  chofe  to  re- 
lax his  Mind,  and  improve  his. 
Acquaintance  wiih  the  WorId,-as 
well  as  with  Books. 

After  five  Years  fjient  in  this 
Manner,,  he  obtained  his  Father's 
Permiffion  to  travel,  for  farther 
Improvement. — \n  the.  Spring  of 
the  Year  1638,  he  fet  out  for 
Paris,  where  he  was  introduced 
to  the  celebrated  Crotiui  5  from 
thence  he  departed  for  Genoa,  and 
from  Getioa  he  went  to  Florence  ; 
where  he  fpent  two  Months  with 
great  Satisfacftion,  in  the  Com- 
pany of  Perfons  the  moft  eminent 
for  Rank,  Parts,  or  Learning. — ■ 
Hence  he  v/ent  to  Rvme,  where 
he  pafled  the  fame  Time  in   the 

- femeManiisr. «— His   next   Re- 
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move  was  to  Naples ;  whence  his 
Defign  was  to  proceed  into  Sicily 
and  Greece  ;  but,  hearing  of  the 
Commotions  then  beginning  to 
ftir  in  England,  he  refolved  to 
fhorten  his  Tour,  in  Order  to  re- 
turn to  his  native  Country  :  being 
of  too  public-fpirited  a  Difpofi- 
tion  to  remain  an  unconcerned 
Speftator  of  the  great  Struggle  for 
Liberty  which  he  faw  approach- 
ing.  Returning    therefore   to 

Rome,  and  from  thence  to  Flo- 
rence, he  crofled  the  yippcnine,  and 
paffed  by  the  Way  of  Bologna  and 
Ferrara  to  Venice,  where  he/hiped 
off  the  Books  he  had  colleded  in 
his  Travels. — After  a  Month's 
Stay  at  Venice,  he  went  through 
Verona,  Milan  and  along  they^^:, 
down  Lcman  Lake  to  Geneva-^ 
where  he  fpent  fome  Time,  and 
then  fet  out  on  his  Return  thro' 
France,  whence  he  arrived  irw 
England,  towards  the  C'lofe  of  the 
Year  1639. 

The  I'imes,  however,  not  be- 
ing yet  ripe  for  his  Defign  of  at- 
tacking the  Epifcopal  Order,  h-e 
determined  to  lie  perdue  for  the- 
prefent  ;  but,  that  he  might  not 
be  idle,  he  fet  up  a  gearoel  A-' 
cade  my  in  Alderfgate-ftreet, —  In 
1 641,  he  began  to  draw  his  Pen 
in  Defence  of  the  Prefbyterian 
Party  ;  and  the  next  Year  h.e 
married  the  Daughter  of  Richard 
Poivel!,  Efq;  of  ForeJI-IIi/i  in  Ox- 
fordpire :~Th.\s  Lady,  however, 
whelher  from,  a  Difference  on  Ac- 
count of  Party,  her  Father  being 
a  zealous  RoyaliA,  or  fome  other 
Caufc,  foon  thou;ilu  proper  lo 
retain  -to  her  Relations  j  which 
fo  incenfed  her  Ifufband,  that  he 
refolved  never  to  take  her  agalii, 
and  wrote  and  published  feveraJ: 
Jraars  in  Defence  of  the  Doctrine 
and  Difcipline  of  Divorce. — ^He 
even  made  his  AdJreircs  to  ano- 
ther   I-udy  5      bv!t    this    I^lcjdent 

[  Y  3  ]  picvtd. 
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proved   the  Means  of  a  Reconci- 
liation with  Mrs.  lidJItofi. 

In  1644  he  wrote  his  Tra£t 
upon  Education  ;  and  the  Re- 
itraint  on  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs 
being  continued  by  Aft  of  Par- 
liament, he  wrote  boldly  and  no- 
bly againft  that  Reftraint :  For 
which  feafonable  Eftbit  eternal 
Honour  and  Glory  be  to  the  Me- 
mory of  the  admirable  Author  ! 
That  infarhous  Scheme  oUicencing 
continued,  however,  to  the  Year 
1649;  when  Mr.  Mabbot,  who 
held  the  Office  of  Licenfer,  was 
fo  much  afliamed  of  it,  and  fo 
difgufted  with  the  Praftice,  that 
he  threw  up  the  Employment ; 
and  the  Council  of  State  totally 
annulled  the  Office  :  For  which 
be  due  Reverence  paid  to  their 
?«4emory  alfo  ! 

In  1645,  he  publlflied  his  yu- 
<venile  Poems  j  and  about  two 
Years  after,  on  the  Death  of  his 
Father,  he  took  a  fmaller  Houfe 
in  High  Holborn,  the  Back  of 
Vkhich  opened  into  Lincoln'' s-Inn- 
Fields  5  and  here  he  kept  clofe  to 
his  Studies,  pleafcd  to  obferve  the 
pubhc  Affairs  daily  tending  to- 
ward the  great  End  of  hisWifhes, 
'till  it  was  compleated  in  the  De- 
itruflion  of  Monarchy,  by  the  fa- 
tal Cataftrophe  and  Death  of 
Claries  the  Firft. 

But  after  this  dreadful  Blow 
vvas  Ibuck,  the  Prclbyterians  iTiade 
fo  much  Gut-cry  againft  it,  tljat 
^4.iltoti  grev/  apprehenlive  left  the 
Defign  of  fettling  a  Common- 
wealth fhould  mifcarryj  for  which 
Reafon  he  pubhlhed  his  Tenure  of 
Kings  and  MagiJiraUs.  Prcving 
that  it  'is  loKV  fill  for  any  to  ha-vc  the 
Po'tier,  to  call  to  yiccount  a  Tyrart 
t,r  luicked  King,  and,  after  due 
Coni'ifiiov,  to  depofe  and  put  hi}?i  to 
Deaths — Soon  afcer  this,  he  en- 
tered upou  his  Hf^or^  of  England f 
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a  Work  planned  in  the  fame  Re^ 
publican  Spirit,  being  undertaken 
with  a  View  of  preferving  the 
Country  from  fubmitting  to  mo- 
narchical Government,  in  any 
future  Time,  by  Example  from 
the  paft  :  But,  before  he  had 
made  any  great  Progrefs  in  this 
Work,  the  Common-wealth  was 
formed,  the  Council  of  State  e- 
refted,  and  he  was  pitched  upon 
for  their  Latin  Secretary. — The 
famous  £iK£yv  Eau-iXi;:*!  coming  out 
about  the  fame  Time,  our  Author, 
by  Command,  wrote  and  publifli- 
ed  his  Iconoclajles  the  fame  Year. 
It  was  alfo  by  Order  of  his  Maf- 
ters,  backed  by  the  Reward  of 
one  thoufand  Pounds,  that,  in 
1651.  he  publifhed  his  celebrated. 
Piece,  entitled  Fro  Populo  ^ngli^ 
cano  Defcnfo,  a  Defence  of  the 
People  of  England,  in  Anfwer  to 
Salmafus''s  Defence  of  the  King^. 
which  Performance  fpread  his 
Fame  over  all  Europe. — He  now 
dv/elt  in  a  pleafant  Houfe,  with  a 
Garden,  in  Petty  France^  Weftnin- 
jicr,  opening  into  St.James's  Park,. 
la  1652  he  buried  his  Wife,  wha 
died  not  long  after  the  Delivery 
of  her  4th  Child  5  and  about  the 
fame  Time  he  alio  loft  his  Eye- 
Sight,  by  a  Gutta  Serena,  which, 
had  been  growing  upon  him  ma- 
ny Years. 

Cromivcll  took  the  Reins  of 
Government  into  his  own  Hands 
in  the  Year  1653  }  but  Milton 
ftill  held  his  Office.— His  leifure 
Hours  he  employed  in  profecuting 
his  Studies,  wherein  he  was  fo 
far  from  being  difcoviraged  by  the 
Lofs  of  his  Sight,  that  he  even 
conceived  Hopes  this  Misfortune 
would  add  new  Vigour  to  his 
Genius  5  which,  in  Faft,  feem& 
to  have  been  the  Cafe. — Thus 
animated,  he  again  ventured  up- 
on Matrimony  :   His  fscond  Lady 
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was  the  Daughter  of  Captain 
fTocdcock  of  Hackney  :  She  died 
in  Childbed,  about  a  Year  after. 

On  the  Depofition  of  the  Pro- 
teftor,  Richard  Cromivell,  and  on 
the  Return  of  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment, Milton  being  ftill  continued 
Secretary,  he  appeared  again  in 
Print  ;  pleading  for  a  farther  Re- 
formation of  the  Laws  relating  to 
Religion;  and,  during  the  Anar- 
chy  that  enfued,  he  drew  up  fe- 
veral  Schemes  for  re-eftablifliing 
the  Common-wealth,  exerting  all 
his  Faculties  to  prevent  the  Re- 
turn of  Charles  II.  —  England^ 
Deftiny,  however,  and  Chariest 
good  Fortune  prevailing,  our  Au- 
thor cliofe  to  confult  his  Safety, 
and  retired  to  a  Friend-s  Houfe  in 
Bartholomew  Clofe, — A  particular 
Profecuiiofi  was  intended  againft 
him  ;  but  the  jufl  efleem  to  which 
his  admirable  Gepius  and  extra- 
ordinary Accomplifljments  entit- 
led him,  had  raifed  him  fo  many 
Friends,  even  among  thofe  of  the 
oppofite  Party,  that  he  was  in- 
cluded in  the  general  Amnefty. 

This  Storm  over,  he  married  a 
third  Wife  :  Elizabeth  TimghX&v . 
of  Mr.  Minpall,  a  Chejhire  Gen- 
tleman ;  and  not  long  after  he 
took  a  Houfe  in  the  Artillery 
Walk,  leading  to  BmhilUTieldt.— 
This  was  his  laft  Stage  j  here  he 
fat  down  for  a  longer  Continu- 
ance than  he  had  before  been  able 
to  do  any  where  ;  and  though  he 
had  loft  his  Fortune  (for  every 
Thing  belonging  to  him  went  to 
wreck  at  the  Reftoration)  he  did 
not  lofe  his  Tafte  for  Literature, 
but  continued  his  Studies  with  al- 
moft  as  much  Ardor  as  ever  ;  and 
applied  himfelf  particularly  to  the 
finifhing  his  grand  Work,  the 
Paradise  Lost  j  one  of  the 
nobleft  Poems  that  ever  was  pro- 
duced by  human  Genius ! — We 
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could  enlarge  with  Pleafure  ©n 
the  numberlcfs  exqulfite  Beauties 
of  this  Enghjh  Epic  ;  but  this  has 
been  fo  copioufly  done  by 'Mr. 
Addifon  and  many  others,  that 
any  Attempt  of  that  Kind  here 
would  be  altogether  fuperfluous. 
— It  was  publifhed  in  1667,  and 
his  Parad'ife  Regained  came  out  in 

J  670. This  Ir-tter  V/ork  fell 

fhort  of  the  Excellence  of  the 
former  Produftion  ;  altho',  were 
it  not  for  the  tranfcendent  Merit 
of  the  Faradife  Loft,  the  fecond 
Compofition  v/ould  doubtlcfs  have 
ftood  foremoft  in  the  Rank  of  Eng- 
hjh Epic  Poems  i — But,  perhaps, 
the  Ground-work  was  unfavorable 
to  the  Poet,  many  being  of  Opinion 
that  the  Mifteries  of  the  Chrijlian 
Scheme  are  improper  Subjefts  for 
the  Mufe. — After  this  he  pub- 
liflied  many  Pieces  in  Profe  j  for 
which  we  refer  our  Readers  to 
the  Edition  of  his  Hrfiorical,  Voe- 
tical  ^n^Mifcellaneous  Works,  print- 
ed  by  Millar,  in  2   vol.  4to.   ia 

1753- 

In  1674,^  this  great  and  worthy 
Man  paid  the  laft  Debt  to  Na- 
ture, at  his  Houfe  in  BunhilU 
■'Fields,  in  the  66th  Year  of  his 
Age  ;  and  was  interred  on  the 
1 2th  of  Nov^  in  the  Chancel  of 
St.  Giles'' s  Cripplegate, — A  decent 
Monument  was  ereded  to  his 
Memory,  in  1737,  in  Weft  mi  n- 
fter-  Abbey,  by  Mr.  Benjon,  one  of 
the  Auditors  of  the  impreft. — As 
to  his  Perfon,  it  was  remarkably 
handfome,  but  his  Conftitution 
was  tender,  and  by  no  Means 
equal  to  his  inceflant  Application 
to  his  Studies. — Tho'  greatly  re- 
duced in  his  Circumfcances,  yet 
he  died  worth  1 500  1.  in  Money,, 
befide  his  Houftiold  Goods. — He 
had  no  Son,  but  left  behind  him 
three  Daughters,  whom  he  had  by 
his  firft  Wife. 

His 
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His  dramatic  Works  are 

1.  Com  us.     Mafque. 

a.  Samson  Agonistes.  T. 
The  former  of  thefe  Pieces  iiath 
long  been,  and  ftill  continues  to 
be,  a  favorite  Entertainment  on 
the  Britip  Theatre  j  but  it  was 
firft  performed  at  Ludlciv  Caftle, 
by  Perfons  of  Diftinftion. — The 
fecond,  tho'  an  admirable  Perfor- 
mance on  the  Plan  of  the  An- 
cients, is  not  adapted  to  the  mo- 
dern Stage, 
.  Mitchell,  Mr.Jofep.b^  was 
the  Son  of  a  Stonc-Cutter  m  North 
Britain,  and  was  born  about  the 
Year  1684. — Mr.  Gibber  tells  us 
that  he  received  an  Univerfity 
Education  while  he  remained  in 
that  Kingdom,  but  does  not  fpe- 
cify  to  which  of  the  Seminaries 
of  Academical  Literature  he  liood 
indebted  for  that  Advantage.— 
He  quitted  his  own  Country, 
however,  and  repaired  to  the  Me- 
tropolis of  its  Neighbour  Nation, 
with  a  View  of  improving  his 
Fortune. — Here  he  got  into  Fa- 
vour with  the  Earl  of  Stair  and 
Sir  Robert  Wa'.pole  j  on  the  latter 
of  whom  he  was  for  great  Part  of^ 
his  Life  alraoft  entirely  depejn- 
dant.— In  fhort,  he  received  fo 
many  Obligations  from  that  open- 
iianded  Statefman,  and  from  a 
Sfnfe  of  Gratitude  which  feems 
to  have  been  Itrongly  Mr.,  Mit- 
chell's Charadleriftic,  w^as  fo  zea- 
lous in  his  Intereft,  that  he  was 
even  diflinguidied  by  the  Title  of 
Sir  Robert  J'Valpcle''i  Poet.— Not- 
withilanding  this  valuable  J'atro- 
nage,  however,  his  natural  Dil- 
iipation  of  Temper,  his  Fondnefs 
©f  Pleafurc,  and  Eagernefs  in  the 
Gratification  of  every  irregular 
Appetite,  threw  him  into  perpe- 
tual Diftreffes,  and  all  thofe  un- 
eaiy  Situations,  v/hich  are  the  na- 
tural Confequences  of  Extrava- 
gaBceA'«-Nor  dees  it  appear  that, 
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after  having  exp^erienced  more 
than  once  the  fatal  EfFefts  of  thofe 
dangerous  Follies,  he  thought  of 
corredling  his  Conduft  at  a  Time 
W'hen  Fortune  put  it  in  his  Pow- 
er fo  to  do. — For  when,  by  the 
Death  of  his  "Wife's  Uncle,  fe- 
veral  thoufand  Pounds  devolved 
to  him,  he  feems  not  to  have 
been  relieved,  by  that  Acquifition;,^^ 
from  the  Incumbrances  which  he 
laboured  under  ;  but,  on  the  con-  - 
trary,  inftead  of  difcharging  thofe 
Debts  which  he  had  already  con- 
traded,  he  lavifhed  away,  in  the 
Repetition  of  his  former  Follies, 
thofe  Sums,  which  would  not 
only  have  cleared  his  Reputation 
in  the  Eye  of  the  World,,  but 
alfo,  with  Prudence  and  Oeco- 
nomy,  might  have  render'd  him 
eafy  for  the  Remainder  of  his 
Life. 

As  to  the  Particulars  of  his 
Hirtory,  there  are  not  many  on 
Record,  for  his  Eminence  in  pub- 
lic Charafter  not  rifing  to  fuch 
an  Height  as  to  make  the  Tranf- 
adlions  of  his  Life  important  to 
Strangers,  and  the  Follies  of  his 
private  Behaviour  inducing  thofe, 
who  were  more  intlmata  with 
him,  rather  to  conceal  than  pub- 
lifli  his  Actions,  tliere  is  a  Cloud 
of  Obfciuity  hajiging  over  them^ 
which  is  neither  eafy,  nor  indeed 
much   worth    while   attempting, 

to  withdraw  from  them. His, 

Genius  was  of  the  third  or  fourth 
Rate,  yet  he  lived  in  good  Cor- 
refpondence  with  moil  of  the  emi- 
nent Wits  ©f  his  Time  ;  pai  ti- 
cularly  with  Aaron  Hiil,  Efqj. 
whofe  eftimable  Charaifler  i-en- 
dei'd  it  an  Honour,  and  almofl  a 
Stamp  of  Merit,  to  be  noticed  by 
him. — That  Gentleman,  on  a  par- 
ticular Occafion,  in  which  Mr. 
Mitchell  had  laid  open  the  dif- 
trefled  Situation  of  his  Gircum- 
ftajjces  to  him,   finding  himfel£ 
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unable,  confiftentiy  with  Pru- 
dence, to  relieve  him  by  an  im- 
mediately pecuniary  Afliftance  (as 
he  had  indeed  but  too  greatly  in- 
jured his  own  Fortune  by  Ails 
of  almoft  unbounded  Gcnerofity) 
yet  found  Means  of  affifting  him 
cflentiaily  by  another  Method, 
which  was  by  prefenting  him 
with  the  Profits  and  Reputation 
alfo  of  a  very  beautiful  dramatic 
Piece  in  one  Aft,  entitled  the 
Fatal  Extravagance,  a  Piece  which 
feemed  in  its  very  Title  to  con- 
vey a  gentle  Reproof  to  Mr. 
Mitchell  on  the  Occafion  ot  his 
own  Diftrefles.  —  It  was  afled 
and  printed  in  Mr.  MitchelPs 
Name,  and  the  Emoluments  a- 
rifing  from  it  amounted  to  a  very 
confiderable  Sum. — Mr.  Mitchell 
was  ingenuous  enough,  however, 
to  undeceive  the  World  with  Re- 
gard to  its  true  Author,  and  on 
every  Occafion  acknowledged  the 
Obligations  he  lay  under  to  Mr, 
Milt. — The  dramatic  Pieces  how- 
ever, which  appear  under  this 
Gentleman's  Name,  are, 

1.  Fatal  Extravagance,  Trag. 

a.  i:he  Highland  Fair.     Ballad 
Opera. 
The  latter  of  thefe,  however,  is 
really   Mr.   Mitchell's^    and   does 
not  want  Merit  in  its  Way. 

This  Author  died  in  1738,  and 
Mr.  Cibber  gives  the  following 
Gharafter  of  him,  with  which  I 
ftall  clofe  this  Account. 

*'  He  feems  (fays  that  Writer) 
*-'  to  have  been  a  Poet  of  the 
"  third  Rate ;  he  has  feldom 
**  reached  the  Sublime  j  his  Hu- 
**  mour,  in  which  he  more  fuc- 
*•  ceeded,  is  not  ftrong  enough  to 
*'  laft  ;  his  Verfification  holds  a 
"  State  of  Mediocrity  ;  he  pof- 
"  lefled  but  little  Invention  j  and, 
*'  if  he  was  not  a  bad  Rhimefter, 
"  he  cannot  be  denominated   a 
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"  fine  Poet,  for  there  are  tut  hw 
**  Marks  of  Genius  in  his  Wri- 
'*  tings." 

His  Poems  were  printed  in  two 
Volumes,  8vo.   1729. 

MoNCRiEF,  Mr. — This  Gen- 
tleman is  a  Scotjman, — He  is  Au- 
thor of  one  dramatic  Piece,  afted 
ie.\t\\  Years  ago  at  the  Theatre 
Royal  in  Co-vent  -  Garden^  with 
middling  Succefs,  and  entitled, 

A p  p  I  u  s.  Trag.  Vid,  Ap- 
pendix. 

Mo N  T  A  G  u  E,  The  Hon.  Wal- 
ter,  Efq; — This  Gentleman  was 
a  younger  Son  of  Henry  the  firft 
Earl  of  Matichefter  of  that  Name, 
and  from  whom  the  prefent  Dukes 
of  Manchcjitr  are  lij.eally  defcend- 
ed. — He  v/as  born  in  the  Parifli 
of  St.  Botolpb,  without  Alderf- 
gate,  about  the  Ciofe  of  Queen 
Eli%,abeth''%y  or  the  Beginning  of 
King  "Jamci  the  firft's  Reign,  but 
the  particular  Year  is  not  fpeci- 
fied  by  any  of  the  Biographers.— 
He  received  fome  Years  Educa- 
tion at  Sidi;ey  College  Cambridge^ 
and  afterwards  met  with  Prefer- 
ment in  the  Government  under 
King  Charles  I.  being  frequently 
fent  into  France  upon  public  Bu- 
finefs. — At  length,  he  bid  an  en- 
tire Farewell,  not  only  to  the  Re- 
ligion in  which  he  had  been  born 
and  baptized,  but  alfo  to  his  Na- 
tive Country  and  all  his  Friends 
and  Relations,  and  pafTed  fome 
Time  in  aMonaftery,  determining 
to  fettle  for  the  Remainder  of  his 
Life  in  France  ;  his  ReafoiJs  for 
which  Step  he  afligned  in  a  Let- 
ter to  his  Father,  in  Vindication  of 
Lis  Change,  together  with  an  An- 
fwer  to  the  fame,  written  by  Lu- 
cius Lord  Falkland,  in  4to.  1641. 

While  he  was  abroad  he  ingra- 
tiated himfelf  fo  well  with  the 
Queen  Mother  of  France,  that  fhe 
made  him  her  Almoner  and  one 
of 
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of  her  Cabinet  Council. —She  alfo 
procured  him  the  Dignity,  firft^f 
i\bbot  of  Nantueil  of  the  Bene- 
diSline  Order  in  the  Diocefe  of 
Metz,  and  afterwards  of  Abbot 
of  the  BenediSiims  of  St.  Martin  i 
near  Pontolj'e,  a  pleafant  Abbey  in 
the  Diocefe  of  Roan,  in  the  Room 
of   the   Abbot   John   Francxis   de 

Goudy,  deceafed. He  v/as  alfo, 

thro'  his  Intereft  with  that  Prin- 
cefs,  a  great  Friend  to  Mazarine, 
and  a  principal  Inftrument  in  ef- 
tablifhing  him  in  her  Favour ; 
for  which,  however,  the  Cardi- 
nal afterwards  fhewed,  on  many 
Occafions,  but  a  very  ungrateful 
Return. 

This  Gentleman,  who  was  ufu- 
ally  called  the  ^i>6e  Montague, 
and  fometimes  Lord  yJiiot  of  JPok- 
toife,  did  not  long  furvive  the 
Queen  Mother  of  England,  Hen' 
rietta  Maria,  that  Princefe  dying 
©n  the  laft  Day  of  Auguji  1669, 
and  Mr.  Montague  before  the  End 
of  the  fame  Year. — He  was  bu- 
ried in  the  Church  or  Chapel  be- 
longing to  the  Hofpital  of  Incura^ 
bki  at  Farii, 

Before  his  quitting  his  Coun- 
try, and  Defertion  from  the  Pro- 
teftant  Religion,  he  wrote  one 
dramatic  Piece,  entitled. 

The  Shepherd's  Paradife.    Paft. 

MoLLOY,  Charles,  Efqj — This 
Gentleman  is  defcended  from  a 
very  good  Family  in  the  King- 
dom of  Ireland,  and  was  himfelf 
born  in  the  City  of  Dublin,  al- 
tho'  he  received  the  greateil  Part 
of  his  Education  abroad. — At  his 
firft  coming  to  England  he  enter'd 
himfelf  of  the  Middle  Temple,  and 
was  fuppofed  to  have  had  a  very 
confiderable  Hand  in  the  writing 
of  a  periodical  Paper,  called  Fogs 
yournal,  as  alfo  fince  that  Time 
to  have  been  almoft  the  fole  Au- 
thor of  another  weU-known  Pa- 
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per,  entitled  Common  Senfe .-^-All 
thefe  Papers  give  Teflimony  of 
ilrong  Abilities,  great  Depth  of 
Underftanding,  and  Clearnefs  of 
Reafoning. — He  has  alfo  written 
three  dramatic  Pieces,  entitled, 

1.  The  Coquet.     Com. 

2.  Half-pa^  Officers,     Farce, 

3.  Perplexed  Couple.  Com. 
None  of  thefe  Pieces  met  with 
any  very  extraordinary  Succefs, 
but  the  Author  of  Wbincop's  Ca- 
talogue relates  an  Anecdote  re- 
lating to  one  of  them,  -viz.  the 
Half-pay  Officers,  which,  befides 
its  having  fome  Humour  in  itfelf, 
has  fo  much  Concern  with  thea- 
trical Hiftory,  that  I  cannot  deny 
it  a  Place  here. 

There  was,  fays  that  Writer, 
one  Thing  very  remarkable  at  the 
Reprefentation  of  this  Farce  ;  the 
Part  of  an  Old  Grandmother  was 
performed  by  Mrs.  Fryer,  who 
was  then  85  Years  of  Age,  and 
had  quitted  the  Stage  ever  fince 
the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II. — It 
was  put  in  the  Bills,  The  Part  of 
Lady  Richlove  to  be  performed  by 
Peg  Fryer,  tobo  has  not  appeared 
upon  the  Stage  thefe  fifty  Tears  j 
which  drew  together  a  great 
Houfe.— The  Charader  in  the 
Farce  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  very 
old  Woman,  and  Peg  went  thro' 
it  very  well,  as  if  fhe  had  exerted 
her  utmoft  Abilities. — But  the 
Farce  being  ended,  flie  was  brought 
again  upon  the  Stage  to  dance  a 
Jigg,  which  had  been  promifed 
in  the  Bills. — She  came  tottering 
in,  as  if  ready  to  fall,  and  made 
two  or  three  pretended  Offers  to 
go  out  again  ;  but  all  on  a  fuddeH, 
the  Mufic  ftriking  up  the  Iriftr 
Trot,  ihe  danced  and  footed  it  al- 
moft  as  nimbly  as  any  Wench  of 
five  and  twenty  could  have  done. 
— This  Woman  afterwards  fet  up 
3  Public  Houfe  at  Tottenham  Court, 
and 
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and  great  Numbers  frequently 
went  to  fatisfy  their  Curiofity  in 
feeing  fo  extraordinary  a  Perfon. 

This  Story  recalls  to  Mind  a 
very  extraordinary  Particular 
fomewhat  of  the  like  Kind,  in 
the  Life  of  the  celebrated  M. 
Baron,  the  Garrick  or  the  Bet- 
terton  of  the  French  Nation.  ■■ 
That  great  Aiflor  having,  on  feme 
Occafion,  taken  Difguft  at  the 
Reception  he  had  met  with  in 
the  Purfuance  of  his  Profeflion, 
quitted  the  Stage,  after  having 
been  on  it  for  feveral  Years,  aN 
tho'  at  that  Time  in  the  very 
Height  of  his  Reputation.  He  con- 
tinued in  a  private  and  retiredMan- 
ner  for  many  Years,  aft^r  which, 
at  a  Time  of  Life  when  moft 
Men  would  have  confidered  them- 
felves  as  Veterans,  would  have 
found  their  Faculties  abating,  and 
been  defirous  of  retiring,  if  pof- 
fible,  from  the  Hurry  of  public 
Bufinefs,  he  returned  again  to 
the  Stage  with  renewed  Vigour 
and  improved  Abilities  j  rofe  to  a 
higher  Rank  of  Fame  than  even 
tfeat  which  he  had  before  obtain- 
ed; playing  the  youngeft  and  moil: 
fpiiited  Charadlers  with  unabated 
Vivacity;  and  continuing  fo  to  do 
for  many  Years  afterwards,  till 
Death  fnatched  him  away  in  a 
very  advanced  Age. 

Moore,  Mr.  Edward,  was 
bred  a  Linnen  Draper,  but  hav- 
ing probably  a  ftronger  Attach- 
ment to  the  Study  than  the 
Counter,  and  a  more  ardent  Zeal 
in  the  Purfuit  of  Fame  than  in 
the  Search  after  Fortune,  he 
quitted  Bufinefs,  and  applied  to 
the  Mufes  for  a  Support.— —In 
Verfe  he  had  certainly  a  very 
happy  and  pleafing  Manner  ;  in  his 
Trial  of  ScUm  the  Perjian,  which 
is  a  Compliment  to  the  ingenious 
Lord  Lyttkton,  he  has  fliewn  him- 
fslf  a  peife*^  Mafter  of  the  moft 
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elegant  Kind  of  Panegyrick,  wx;*- 
that  which  is  couched  under  the 
Appearance  of  Accufation  ;  and 
his  Fables  for  the  Female  Sex  feem, 
not  only  in  the  Freedom  and  Eafe 
cf  the  Verfification,  but  alio  ia 
the  Forciblenefs  of  the  Moral  and 
Poignancy  of  the  Satire,  to  ap- 
proach nearer  to  the  Manner  of 
Mr.  Gay,  than  any  of  the  nu- 
merous Imitations  of  that  Author, 
which  have  been  attempted  fince 
the  Publication  of  his  Fables. — ■ 
As  a  dramatic  Writer  Mr.  Moore 
has,  I  think,  by  no  Means  met 
with  the  Succefs  his  Works  have 
merited,  fince,  out  of  three  Plays 
which  he  wrote,  one  of  them  has 
been  condemned  for  its  fuppofed 
Refemblance  to  a  very  celebrated 
Comedy,  (The  Confcioi/s  Lovers) 
but  to  which  I  cannot  avoid  giv- 
ing it  greatly  the  Preference ;  and 
another,  t//s:.  The  Gamejfer,  met 
with  a  cold  Reception,  for  no  o- 
ther  apparent  Reafon,  but  becaufe 
it  too  nearly  touched  a  favourite 
and  fafiiionable  Vice, — Yeton  the 
whole  his  Plots  are  interefling, 
his  Charafters  well  drawn,  his 
Sentiments  delicate,  and  his  Lan- 
guage  poetical  and  pleafing  j  and, 
what  crowns  the  whole  of  his 
Recommendation,  the  greateft  Pu- 
rity runs  thro'  all  his  Writings, 
and  the  apparent  Tendency  of 
every  Piece  is  towards  the  Promo- 
tion of  Morality   and   Virtue. 

The  two  Plays  I  have  mentioned, 
and  one  more,  make  the  whole  of 
his  dramatic  Works,  as  follows, 

I.  Foundling,     Com. 

z.  Gamejier.     Trag. 

3.  Gil  Blas.  Com. 
Mr.  Moore  married  a  Lady  of  the 
Name  of  Hamilton,  Daughter  to 
Mr.  H.  Table  -  Decker^  to  the 
Princefles  ;  who  had  herfelf  a 
very  poetical  Turn,  and  has  been 
laid^  to  have  aflifted  him  in  the 

WritijJg   of  hisTxagedy One 

Specimsn 
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Sf  Eclrnen  of  her  Poetry,  however, 
was  handed  about  before  their 
Marriage,  and  has  fince  appeared 
in  Print  in  different  Collections 
of  Songs,  particularly  in  one  called 
the  Gcld-Finch. — It  was  addrcflld 
to  a  Daughter  of  the  famous  Ste- 
phen Duck  ;  and  begins  with  the 
following  Stanza, 

TVouldyou  think  it^  my  Duck,  for 

the  Fault  I  muji  oiun, 
Tour  Jenny,  at  laji,  is  quite  co^ 

•vetous  groivn ; 
y/o'  Millions  if  Fortune  Jhould 

lavifnly  pour^ 
J  fill  Jhoud  be  wretched,  if  I 

bad  not  MORE. 

And  after  half  a  Dozen  Stanzas 
more,  in  which,  with  great  In- 
genuity and  Delicacy,  and  yet  in 
a  Manner  that  exprefles  a  fincere 
Affeftion,  fhe  has  quibbled  on 
our  Author's  Name,  fhe  concludes 
with  the  following  Lines, 

You  ivill  tiionder,  my  Girl,  nvho 

this  dear  one  can  he, 
JVhoJe  Merit  can    boaji  fucb   a 

Covqupfi  as  tne  ; 
But  you  pant  knoiv  his  Name, 

tho''  I  told  you  before. 
It  begins  ivitb  an  M,  but  I  dare 

not  jay  more, 

Mr.  Moore  died  fson  after  his 
celebrated  Papers,  entitled  "The 
World,  were  collefted  into  Vo- 
lumes. 

Mo  ORE,  Sir  Thomas,  •  •  This 
Gentleman  lived  in  the  Reign  of 
King  George  I.  which  Monarch 
beftowed  on  him  the  Honour  of 
Knighthood, — On  w^hat  Occafion 
is  not  recorded ;  but,  as  fome 
Writers  have  obfervetf.  it  was 
fcarcely  on  Account  of  his  Po- 
etry.—He  only  wrote  one  Play, 
which  is  remarkable  only  for  its 
Abfurdities.— It  is  entitled, 
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Mangora,  King  of  theTlU' 
BUsiANS.  Trag. 
This  Play,  partly  thro'  the  Ne- 
cefiity  of  the  Aftors  of  Lincoln  s- 
Inn-Fields  Theatre,  who  were  then 
only  a  young  Company,  and  had 
met  with  but  fmall  Encourage- 
ment from  the  Public,  and  were 
glad  of  making  Trial  of  any 
Thing  that  had  but  the  Nature 
of  Novelty  to  recommend  it,  and 
partly  thro'  the  Influence  of  ma- 
ny good  Dinners  and  Suppers 
which  Sir  Thomas  gave  them 
while  it  was  in  Rehearfal,  at 
length  made  its  Way  to  the  Stage  j 
but  we  need  do  no  more,  to  give 
our  Readers  an  Idea  of  the  Me- 
rit of  the  Piece  and  the  Genius 
of  its  Author,  than  the  quoting 
a  few  Lines  from  it,  which  Mr. 
ViBor  has  given  us  in  his  Hijiory 
of  the  Stage. — In  one  Part  of  the 
Play  the  King  makes  ufe  of  the 
following  very  extraordinary  Ex- 
clamation, 

By  all  the  ancient  Gods  of  Rome 

and  Greece, 
I  love  my  Daughter  belter  than 

my  Niece  j 
If  any  one  jhould  ajk  the  Reajon 

-why  ;— 
rd  tell  ^em — Nature  makes  the 

jtrongejt  Tie. 

And,  in  another  Place,  having 
conceived  a  Sufpicion  of  fome 
Defign  being  formed  againft  his 
Life,  he  thus  emphatically  calls 
for  and  commands  Afliftance, 

Call  up  my  Guards  !  call  V;«  up 

evry  one  I 
Jf  you  dont  call  all~^youd  as 

good  call  none, 

Morgan,  M'Namara,  Efq;  a 

Native  of  Ireland ;  was,  if  I  am 

not  iniftaken,  a  Member  of  the 

Honourable 
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Honourable  Society  of  Lincohti- 
Intif  and  has  fince  been  called  to 
the  Bar,  and  pradifed  as  aCoun- 
fellor  in  the  Courts  of  Jufl-ice  in 
Dithlin.-^Hc  contrafted  a  clofe 
Friendfhip  with  Mr.  Barry  the 
celebrated  A£lor,  thro'  whofe  In- 
fluence a  Tragedy  of  his,  founded 
on  Part  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney's  Ar- 
cadia-y  was  brought  on  the  itage 
in  1754. — It  met  with  fome  Suc- 
tefs  from  the  ftrong  Manner  in 
which  it  was  fupported  in  the 
Performance,  and  from  the  potent 
Intereft  of  the  Jrijb  Gentlemen  in 
London,  excited  in  Favour  of  their 
Countryman's  Work.' — A  Kind 
of  national  Zeal,  which  is  highly 
Praife-worthy,  and  which  indeed 
we  meet  with  in  the  People  of 
every  Country  but  our  own,  the 
Natives  of  which,  x^'iien  they 
chance  to  meet  abroad,  feenn  to 
pay  no  more  peculiar  E.egard  for 
each  other,  than  for  the  Natives 
of  North- A}r.erica,  or  the  Coaft  of 

CoroTTtandd. Mr.   M'Natnara'% 

Tragedy,  however,  certainly  found 
as  favourable  a  Reception  as  it 
could  lay  any  Claim  to,  as  it  was  in 
many  Refpefts  very  far  from  being 
limited  within  the  ftrift  Rules  of 
the  Drama,  and  of  a  Species  of 
Writing  much  too  romantic  for 
the  prefent  Tafte. — It  is  entitled, 

Pk  I  toe  LEA.     Trag. 
A  particular  and  verj'  diverting 
Account   of  this  Piece    may  bs 
found  in  the  tenth  Volume  of  the 
Monthly  Reziieiu,   p.  157,  fcq. 

Mr.  Morgan  died  in  the  Year 
1762. 

Moss,  Mr.  Thoph'Ius,  is  Au- 
thor of  one  moil  contemptible 
Piece,  which  was  never  adled, 
but  which  the  Vanity  of  feeing 
!ii«  Name  in  Print  has  feduced 
hirn  to  the  Publication  of,  en- 
titled. 

The  Genera!  Lover.  C.  1748, 
We  have  bee»  informed,    how- 
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ever,  that  the  real  Naitic  of  this 
Writer  is  not  A4ofs,  but  Marriott 
MoTTEux,  Mr.  Petc^r  An- 
thony.— This  Gentleman  was  a 
Native  of  trance,  being  born  in 
1660,  at  Rohan  in  Normandy, 
where  alfo  he  received  his  Edu- 
cation.— Being  bred  to  Trade,  in 
which  he  made  a  confiderablc  Fi- 
gure, he  came  over  to  England, 
and  refided  for  many  Years  in 
this  Kingdom,  where  he  acouir'd 
fo  perfect  a  Mallery  of  the  Eng- 
lip  Language,  that  he  not  only 
was  qualified  to  oblige  the  World 
with  a  very  good  Tranflation  of 
Don  S^uixote,  but  alfo  wrote  fs- 
veral  Songs,  Prologues,  Epilogues, 
&c.  and,  what  was  ftill  more  ex- 
traordinary, became  a  very  emi- 
nent dramatic  Writer  in  a  Lan- 
guage to  which  he  was  not  na- 
tive.—  The  rcfpeftive  Titles  of 
his  numerous  Pieces  of  that  Kind 
arc  as  fuUow, 

J.  Ac  IS  and  G.^latea, 
Mafque. 

a.  Arsikoe,  ^cen  of  Cy- 
prus.    Opera. 

3.  Amorous  Mifer.     Com. 

^.  Beauty  in  Diftrefi,     Trag. 

5.  B  R  I  T  A  I  N  'j  Hapfmtfs, 
Mufical  Interlude. 

6.  Europe*.'  Pevels,  Mu- 
fical Interlude. 

7.  Four  Seafom.  Mufical  In- 
terlude.' I'id.  Vol.  I.  Ap- 
pendix. 

8.  Ijland  Princefs.  Dramatic 
Opera.    Fid.  Vol.  I.  Af- 

P  END  IX. 

9.  Love  dragoon  d.     Farce. 

10.  Loi'e's  a  jfift.     Com. 

11.  Lcves  cf  Mars  and  Ve- 

nus.   Play,  fet  to  Mufxc. 

12.  Ncveli'g. 

13.  Tetr.pfe  of  Loi-e.     Paftoral 
Opera,    Fid.Ycl.l.  Ap- 

PENCIK. 

14.  ThOMYRIS,  ^Kfmo/ScV- 

THIA.      Opera. 

[  Z  ]  This 
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This  Gentleman,  who  feems  to 
have  led  a  very  comfortable  Life, 
his  Circumftances  having  been 
perfeffly  eafy,  was  yet  unfortu- 
nate in  his  Death  ;  for  he  was 
found  dead  in  a  diforderly  Houfe 
in  the  Parifli  of  St.  Clemetit  Dares, 
not  without  Sufpicion  of  having 
been  murdered,  tho'  other  Ac- 
counts fay,  that  he  met  with  his 
Fate  in  trying  a  very  odd  Experi- 
ment.— This  Accident  happened 
tohimonthe  19th  ofi^^?^.  1717-18, 
which,  being  his  Birth-Day,  ex- 
aftly  compleated  his  58th  Year. 
His  Body  was  interr'd  in  his  own 
Parifh  Church,  which  was  that 
of  St.  Mary  Axe,  in  the  City  of 
Lcvdon. 

MoTTLEV,  j'ci)H,  Efq;  isthe 
Eon  of  Colonel  Mcttley,  who  was 
a  great  Favorite  with  ¥Jin%yajKes 
the  Second,  and  follow-ed  the  For- 
tunes of  that  Prince  into  France, 
yamcs,  not  being  able  himfelf  to 
provide  for  him  fo  well  as  he  de- 
fued,  procured  for  him,  by  his 
Intereft,  the  Command  of  a  Regi- 
ment in  the  Service  of  Louis  XIV, 
St  the  Head,  of  v.^hich  he  loft  his 
Life,  in  .the  Battle  of  Turin,  in 

the  Ye^r  1706.' The  Colonel 

married  a  Daughter  oi JchnGuife, 
Efq;  oi  Ahlodfcourt  in  Gloucejhr- 
fiire,  with  whom,  by  ,the  Death 
of  a  Brother  who  left  her  his 
whole  Eilato,  he  had  a  very  con^ 
/iiJerable  Fortune. — The  Family 
of  the  Guifes,  however,  being  of 
Principles  diametricsliy  oppofite 
to/thofe  cf  the  Colcncl,  andzca- 
lius  Friends  to  the  F.evolutIon, 
Mrs.  Mc*tl?'\\  Tiotwitbftanding  the 
ttfndcreft  Ailedion  for  her  Huf- 
b;-,nd,  and'  repeated,  invitations 
fiGin  the  King  and  Q^ieen  then 
at  St.  CervMir.s,  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  follow  him,  but  ra- 
tlier  chofc  to  live  on  the  Remains 
of  what  he  h^d  Ic.ft  her  behind. 
'1  Le  Colonel   being  fcnt  over  to 
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England,  three  or  four  Years  af- 
ter the  Revolution,  on  a  fecret 
Commiffion  from  King  JameSf 
and  cohabiting  with  his  Wife  du- 
ring his  fliort  Stay  there,  occa- 
fioned  the  Birth  of  our  Author  in 
the  Year  1692. 

Mr.  Mottley  received  the  firJl 
Rudiments  of  his  Education  at 
St.  Mark's  Library  School,  found- 
ed by  Archblfhop  Temifon,  but 
was  foon  called  forth  into  Buli- 
nefs,  being  placed  in  the  Excife 
Office  at  fixteen  Years  of  Age  un- 
der the  Comptroller,  Lord  Vif- 
count  Hoive,  whofe  Brother  and 
Sifter  were  both  related  by  Mar- 
riage to  his  Mother. — This  Place 
he  kept  till  the  Year  1720, 
w^hen,  in  Confequence  of  an  un- 
happy Central  that  he  had  made, 
probably  in  Purfuit  of  fome  of  the 
Bubbles  of  that  infatuated  Year^ 
he  was  obliged  to  refign  it. 

Soon  after  the  Acceflion  of 
King  George  1.  Mr.  Mottley  had 
been  promifed  by  the  Lord  Halii' 
fax,  at  that  Time  firft  Lord  of  the 
Treafury,  the  Place  of  one  of  the 
Cotnmiiiioners  of  the  Wine  Licence 
Office  5  but  when  the  Day  came 
that  his  Name  fhould  have  been 
inferted  in  the  Patent,  a  m-ore 
powerful  Intereft,  to  his  great 
Surprize,  had  ftep'd  in  between 
him  and  the  Preferment  of  which 
he  had  fo  pofitive  a  Promife, 
—This,  however,  was  not  the 
crjly  Difappointment  of  that  Kind 
which  this  Gentleman  met  with, 
for,  at  the  Period  above-men- 
tioned, when  he  parted  with  his 
Place  in  the  Excife,  he  had  one 
in  the  Exchequer  abfolutely  given 
to  him  by  Sir  Robert  Walpale,  to 
Whom  he  lay  under  many  other 
Obligations. — But  in  this  Cafe, 
as  well  as  the  preceding  one,  at 
the  very  Time  that  he  imagined 
himfelf  the  fureft,  he  was  doomed 
to  find  his  Hopes  fruftrated  j  for 
that 
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that  Minifter,  no  longer  than 
three  Days  afterwards,  recoiled- 
ing  that  he  had  made  a  prior  Pro- 
mife  of  it  to  another,  Mr.  Alott- 
ley  was  obliged  to  relinguifh  his 
Claim  to  him  who  had,  in  Ho- 
nour, an  earlier  Right  to  it. 

Mr.  Guife,  our  Author's  Grand- 
father by  the  Mother's  Side,  had 
fettled  an  Ellate  on  him  after  the 
Death  of"  his  Mother,  fhe  being 
^o  receive  the  Income  of  it  during 
her  Life-Time  j  but  that  Lady, 
whafe  Inclination  for  Expence,  or 
what  the  World  commonly  calls 
Spirit,  wa?  greatly  above  herCir- 
cumilances,  thus  diminiihed  as 
they  were  in  Confequence  of  her 
Mufband's  Party  Principles,  being 
Confiderably  involved  in  Debt, 
Mr.  Mottkyy  in  Order  to  free  her 
fi-om  thofc  Incumbrances,  con- 
fented  to  the  Sale  of  the  Eftate, 
altho'  ihe  was  no  more  than  Te- 
nant for  Life. — This  Step  was 
taken  at  the  very  Time  that  he 
loft  his  Place  in  the  jBArf//"?,  which 
Blight  perhaps  be  one  Motive  for 
his  joining  in  the  Sale,  and  when 
he  was  almoft  twenty-eight  Years 
of  Age. 

In  the  fame  Year,  finding  his 
Fortunes  in  fome  Meafure  im- 
paired, and  his  Profpefts  over- 
clouded, he  applied  to  his  Pen, 
which  had  hitherto  been  only  his 
Amufement,  for  the  Means  of 
immediate  Support,  and  wrote  his 
firit  Play,  which  met  with  toler- 
able Succefs. — From  that  Time 
h;  depended  chiefly  on  his  li- 
terary Abilities  for  the  A.mend- 
ment  of  his  Fortune,  and  wrote 
the  following  dramatic  Pieces  j 
fome  of  which  met  with  tolerable 
Succefs, 

J.  Antiochus.     Trag. 

2.  Craftjman,     Farce. 

3.  Imperial  CapUt-es.     Trag. 

4.  Penelope.  MockBall.Op. 
|.  Widsiv  bnvitcFdi     Com. 
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He  had  alfo  a  Hand  in"  the 
Compofition  ofthat  many^father'd 
Piece,  the  Devil  to  pay,  as  well' 
as  in  that  of  the  Farce  of  Pene- 
lope J  as  may  be  fecrt  in  our  Ac- 
count of  thofe  Pieces  in  the  firfl 
Vol.  of  this  Work. — He  publilh- 
ed  a  Life  of  the  great  Czav  PeCer, 
by  Siibfcription,  in  which  he  met 
with  the  Sanction  of  fome  of  the 
Royal  Family  and  great  Numbers 
of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  ;  and, 
©n  Occafion  of  one  of  his  Bene- 
fits, which  happened  on  the  3d  of 
No'uember,  her  late  Majcfty  QLeen 
Ciifolire,  on  the  30th  of  the  pre- 
ceding Month)  being  the  Prince 
of  J-Fa/as  Birth -Day)  did  the 
Author  the  Jingular  Honour  of 
difpofing  of  a  great  Number  of 
his  Tickets,  with  her  own  Hand, 
in  the  Drawing- Room,  moft  of 
which  were  paid  for  in  Gold,  in- 
to the  Hands  of  Colonel  ScbutXy 
his  Royal  Highnefs's  Privy-Purfe, 
from  whom  Mr.  Motiley  received 
it,  with  the  Addition  of  a  very 
liberal  Prefent  from  the  Prince 
hirafelf. 

Chetwood,  in  his  Britijh  The.':'- 
tre,  has  hinted  a  Surmife,  and  I 
thinlc  with  fome  Appearance  of 
Rtaf-.)n,  that  Mr.  Mcttley  was  the- 
Compiler  of  the  Lives  of  the  dra- 
matic Writers,  publifhed  at  •  the 
End  of  JVhwcop's  Scandcrbeg, — It 
is  certain,  that  the  Life  of  Mr. 
Mottley,  in  that  Work,  is  ren- 
dered one  of  the  vaoik  important 
in  it,  and  is  particularized  by  fuch 
a  Number  of  various  Incidents,  as 
it  fcems  improbable  fliould  be 
known  by  any  but  either  himfe.f 
or  fome  one  nearly  related  to  him. 
Among  others  he  relates  the  fol-. 
lowing  Anecdote,  with  which,  as 
it  contains  fome  Humour,  I  ftall 
clofe  this  Article. 

When  Colonel  Mottley,  our 
Author's  Father,  came  over,  as 
has  been  before  related,  on  a  fecret 

[  Z  2  ]  Com- 
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CcmmhTion  from  the  abdicated 
Monarch,  the  Government,  who 
had  by  fome  Means  Intelligence 
of  it,  were"  very  diligent  in  the 
Endeavours  to  have  him  feized. 
I'he  Colonel,  however,  was  hap- 
py enough  to  elude  their  Search, 
but  fcvaai  other  Perfons  were,  at 
different  Times,  feized  thro' Mif- 
take  for  him. — Among  the  reft, 
it  being  well  known  that  he  fre- 
quently fupped  at  the  Blue  Pofii 
Tavern  in  the  Hajmarket,  with 
one  Mr.  Tredcnbam,  a  Ccrnijh  Gen- 
tleman, particular  Diredions  were 
given  for  fearching  that  FJoufe. — ■ 
Colonel  Mottky,  however,  hap- 
pening not  to  be  there,  the  Mef- 
iengers  found  Mr.Tredcnham  alone, 
and  with  a  Heap  of  Papers  before 
him,  which,  being  a  fufpicious 
Circumftance,  they  immediately 
feized,  and  carried  him  before  the 
Earl  of  Nottingham,  then  Sgcre  • 
t.iry  of  State. 

Kis  Lordihip,  who,  however, 
eouid  not  avoid  knowing  him,  as 
he  v.-as  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  Nephev/  to  the 
fa.mous'Sir  Edzvard  Seymour,  afked 
him  what  all  thofe  Papers  con- 
tained.— — Mr.  Trcdenham  made 
Anfwer,  that  they  v/ere  only  the 
feverai  Scenes  cf  a  Play,  which 
he  had  been  fcribbling  for  the 
Amufcm  nt  of  a  fewleifure  Hours. 
Lord  Nuttingham  then  only  defired 
I-.i.'ave  juft  to  look  over  them, 
vvmch  having  done  for  fome  little 
Time,  he  returned  them  again  to 
the  Author,  alTuring  him  that  he 
was  perfeftiy  fatisfied  ;  for,  Upon 
my  fp'ord,  faid  he,  I  can  find  no 
Plot  in  tkcm. 

MouNTFORT,  Mr. William. — 
This  Gentleman,  who  is  far  from 
a  contemptible  Writer,  tho'  in 
much  grt  ater  En-.inence  as  an  Ac- 
tor, v/as  born  in  the  Year  1659, 
but  of  what  Family  no  Particulars 
are  extant,  farther  than  that  they 
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vvere  of  Staffordpire,—-lt  is  pfo= 
bablc  that  he  went  early  upon  the 
Stage,  as  it  is  certain  that  he  died 
young,  and  Jacob  informs  us  that, 
after  his  attaining  that  Degree  of 
Excellence  which  fhewed  itfelf  in 
his  Performance  of  the  Charafter 
of  Tallboy  and  Sir  Courtly  Nice,  he 
was  entertained  for  fome  Time  in 
the  Family  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor "Jefferies  ;  after  which  he 
again  returned  to  the  Stage,  in 
which  ProfeiTion  he  continued  till 
his  Death,  which  happened  in 
1692. 

Mr,  Colley  Cibber,  who  has,  in 
his  Apology,  mcwn  great  Candour 
and  Warmth  in  his  beftovving  all 
due  Commendations  on  his  Co~ 
temporaries,  has  drawn  one  of  the 
moft  amiable  Portraits  of  Mr. 
Mountfort  as  an  Ador.— He  tells 
us  that  he  was  tall,  well  made, 
fair,  and  of  an  agreeable  Afpeft. 
His  Voice  clear,  full  and  melo- 
dious ;  a  moft  afFefting  Lover  in 
Tragedy,  and  in  Comedy  gave  the 
trueft  Life  to  the  real  Charader 
of  a  fine  Gentleman. — In  Scenes 
of  Gaiety  he  nev^r  broke  into 
that  Rcfpe£l  that  was  due  to  the 
Prefence  of  equal  or  fuperior  Cha- 
rafters,  though  inferior  Adors 
played  them,,  nor  fought  to  ac- 
quire any  Advantage  over  other 
Performers  by  Fineffe,  or  Stage- 
Tricks,  but  only  by  fu'paffing 
them  in  true  and  mafterly  Touches 
of  Nature. — He  had  in  himfelf  a 
fufficient  Share  of  Wit,  and  a 
Pleafantry  of  Humour  th^^.t  gave 
new  Life  to  the  more  fprightly 
Charaflers  which  he  appeared  in  j 
and  fo  much  Decency  did  he  pre- 
ferve  even  in  the  more  diflblirte 
Parts  in  Comedy,  that  Queen 
Mary  II.  who  was  remarkable  for 
her  Solicitude  in  the  Caufc  ©f 
Virtue,  and  Difcouragement  of 
even  the  Appearance  of  Vice, 
did,  on  feeing  Mxz,  Eshn's.  Co. 
Riedy- 
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medy  of  the  Rover  performed,  at 
the  fame  Time  that  flie  exprefled 
her  Difapprobation  of  the  Piece 
kfelf,  make  a  very  juft  Diftinc- 
tion  between  the  Author  and  Ac- 
tor, and  allowed  a  due  Praife  to 
the  admirable  Performance  of 
Mr.  Moiintfort  in  the  Charader. 
— He  had,  befides  this,  fuch  an 
amazing  Variety  in  his  Manner, 
as  very  few  Adors  have  been  able 
to  attain  ;  and  was  fo  excellent 
in  the  Caft  of  Fops  and  Petit  Mai- 
tres,  that  Mr,  Cibber,  who  was 
himfelf  in  high  Efteem  in  that 
Manner  of  playing,  not  only  ac- 
knowledges that  he  was  greatly 
indebted  to  his  Obfervation  of 
this  Gentleman  for  his  own  Suc- 
cefs  afterwards,  but  even  confclTes 
a  great  Inferiority  to  him,  more 
efpecially  in  perfonal  Advantage  ; 
and  fays  moreover,  that  had  Mr. 
Mountfoi-t  been  remember''d  v/hen 
he  firft  attempted  them,  his  De- 
fects would  have  been  more  eafily 
difcovered',  and  confequently  his 
favourable  Reception  in  them  ve- 
ry muih  and  very  jiiftly  abated. 

Such  were  the  Excellencies  of 
this  great  Performer,  vt^ho  did 
not,  however,  in  all  Probability, 
reach  that  Summit  of  Perfeftion 
\vh;ch  he  might  have  arrived  at, 
had  he  not  been,  untimely  cut  off 
by  the  Hands  of  a  bafe  AHaffin, 
in  the  53d  Year  of  his  .Age. — As 
the  Affair  was  in  itfelf  of  an  ex- 
traordinary Nature,  and  fo  effen- 
tial  a.Circumllance  in  l^'lr.Mcunt- 
fcri''s  Hilt&ry,  I  need  make  no 
Apology  for  giving  a  ihort  Detail 
of  it  in  tiiis  I'lace,  cclledle-ifrom. 
the  Circumflances  which  appear- 
ed on  the  Trial  of  the  Murderer's 
Accomplice. 

Lord  Mohun,  who. was  a  Man 
of  loofe  Morals,  and  of  a  turbu- 
lent and  rancournus  Spirit,  had, 
from  a  Kind  of  Sympathy  of  Dif- 
jjofjtion,  contra(SlcAi:ie,cloleft  Li- 
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timacy  with  one  Captain  /////, 
whom  Nature,  by  with-holding 
from  him  every  valuable  Quality, 
feem'd  to  have  intended  for  a  Cut- 
Throat. — Hill  had  long  entertain- 
ed a  Paffion  for  that  celebrated 
Adtrefs  Mrs.  Bracegirdle,  which 
that  Lady  had  rejeded,  with  that 
contemptuous  Difdain  which  liis 
Charaifter  juftly  deferved. — Fir'd 
w/th  Refentment  for  this  Treat  - 
rnent,  ///i/'s  Vanity  would  not 
fuffer  him  to  attribute  it  to  any 
other  Caufe  than  a  Pre -Engage-, 
ment  of  her  Affections  in  favour 
of  fome  other  Lover. — Mcuntfort^s 
agreeable  Perfon,  his  frequently 
performing  the  Counterparts  in 
Love-Scenes  with  Mrs.  Bvacrgir- 
die,  and  the  Refpe<fl;  which  he 
ufed  always  to  pay  her,  induced 
Captain  /////  to  li-x  on  him,  tho''. 
a  married  Man,  as  the  fuppofeJ 
Bar  to  his  own  Succefs. — Grown 
defperate  then,  of  fuccccding  by 
fair  Means,  h.e  determined  to  a.t- 
tempt  Force  j  and,  communicat- 
ing his  Dcfjgn  to  Lord  Alchun, 
whole  Attachment  to  liim  was  fo 
grea",  as  to  render  him  the 'Ac- 
complice  in  all  his  Schemes,  and 
the.  Promoter, of  even  his  moft 
criminal  Pleafurcs,  they  deter- 
mined on  a  Plan  for  carrying  her 
av.-ay  from  the  Play-florufe  5  but, 
not  finding  her  there,  they  >g^ot 
Intelligence  where  ftie  was  tolup, 
and,  havipg  hired  a  Number  of 
Soldiers  and  a  Coach  for  the  Pur- 
pole,  waited  near  the  Door  for 
hsr  coming  out,  and,  on  h^-r 
fo  doing,  the  ^RufEans  aclually 
feized  her,  and  were  going  to 
force  her  into  the  Coach  ;  but 
her  Mother,  and  the  Gentleman 
whofe  Houfe  ihe.  came  out  off, 
interpofing  till,  farther  Alliftarjce 
could  tome  up,  fte  was  refcucd 
from  them,  and  fafely  cfcorteJ  to 

her  own  Houle. i^oid  .^-i..-...-; 

ar.j  Cartain  Ililly^   however,    c.i- 
[2^1  J  I'^i^d 


M  O 

raged  at  their  Difappointment  in 
this  Attempt,  immediately  re- 
rcfolved  on  one  of  another  Kind, 
and  with  violent  Imprecations 
openly  vowed  Revenge  on  Mr. 
Mountfort. 

Mrs.  Btacegirdk'i.  Mother,  and 
3  Gentleman  who  were  Ear- 
WitnefTes  to  their  Threats,  im- 
mediately fent  to  inform  Mrs. 
Mountfort  of  her  Hufband's  Dan- 
ger, with  their  Opinion  that  fhe 
fcould  warn  liim  of  it,  and  advife 
him  not  to  come  home  thatNightj 
but  onfortunately,  no  Meffenger 
Mrs.  Mountfort  fent  was  able  to 
find  him. — In  the  mean  Time 
his  Lordfhip  and  the  Captain  pa- 
raded the  Streets  with  their 
Swords  drawn,  till  about  Mid- 
night, when  Mr.  Mountfort,  on 
his  Return  home,  was  met  and 
faluted  in  a  friendly  Manner  by 
Lord  Mobun ;  but,  while  that 
Scandal  to  the  Rank  and  Title 
which  he  bore  was  treacheroufly 
holding  him  in  a  Converfation 
v.hich  he  could  form  no  Svifpiclon 
from,  the  AHl^flin  Hill,  being  at 
his  Back,  firft  gave  him  a  defpe- 
rate  Blow  on  the  Head  with  his 
left  Hand,  and  immediately  after- 
wards, before  Mr.  Mountfort  had 
Time  to  dr-xv-i  and  ftand  on  his 
Defence,  he,  with  the  Sword  he 
held  ready  in  his  right,  run  him 
through  the  Body.— This  laft  Cir- 
cumftance  M\-.Mour,tfort  declared, 
as  a  dying  Man,  to  Mr.  Bencroft, 
the  Surgeon  who  attended  him. 
— Hill  immediately  made  his  Ef- 
cape,  but  Lord  Mvbun  was  feized, 
and  flood  his  Trial  j  but,  as  it 
did  not  appear  that  he  imme- 
diately aiTiftedH///in  perpetrating 
this  Affaffination,  and  that,  al- 
tho'  Lord  Mohiin  had  joined  with 
the  Captain  in  hi$  Threats  of  Re- 
venge, yet  the  ad^ual  Mention  of 
Muriher  could  not  be  proved,  his 
LordHiij    was    acauitted  by    his 
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Peers. — He  afterwards,  however, 
himfelf  loft-  his  Life  in  a  Du.el 
with  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  in 
which  it  has  been  hinted  that 
fome  of  the  fame  Kind  of  Trea- 
chery, which  he  had  been  an  A- 
bettor  of  in  the  above-mentioned 
Affair,  was  put  in  Pradice  againft 
himfelf. — Mr,  Moun  fortes  Death 
happened  in  Norfolk- Street  in  the 
Strand,  in  the  Winter  of  1692. 
— His  Body  was  interred  in  the 
Church  Yard  of  St.  Cktner.t!  Dar.es. 
He  left  behind  him  the  five 
following  dramatic  Pieces,  which 
he  brought  on  the  Stage. — The 
firft  of  them,  however,  is  nomi- 
nated as  his  by  no  Writer  but 
Cbettvood;  and  Coxeter  tells  us  it 
was  written  hy  John  Bancroft,  and 
given  by  him  to  Mr.  Mountfcrt^ 

1.  Edward  III.     Trag. 

2.  Greenwich  Park.    Come 

3.  Injur  d  Lo'uers,     Trag. 

4.  Life  and  Death  of  Dr.  Fa  V- 

STus,     Farce. 

5.  Succefsful  Strangers,  Com. 
Coxeter,  in  his  MS.  Notes,  has 
unaccountably  altered  the  Date  of 
his  Death,  having  altered  1692 
to  1696,  and  added  Mtat.  55, 
whereas  all  the  other  Writers  a- 
gree  in  his  having  been  killed  ia 
his  35d  Year. — The  Date  of  Lo.d 
Mohuns  Trial,  however,  which 
is  by  no  Means  difficult  to  have 
Accefs  to,  determines  that  Point 
beyond  all  Difpute. 

Mo z  E  E  N,  Mr.  William.— TUs 
Gentleman,  who  is  an  Aftor  on 
the  Theatre  Royal  in  Drury  Lane, 
was,  as  I  have  been  informed, 
originally  bred  tO;  the  Law  ;  but, 
probably  finding  tbe  LaborioufKcfe 
or  Gravity  of  that  ProfelTion  un- 
fuitabk  to  his  natural  Difpofition, 
he  quitted  it  for  the  Stage,  on 
which,  however,  he  makes  no 
very  confpicuous  Figure. — Yet  hfe 
has  given  fome  Proofs  of  Genius 
and  Humour  in  the  Writing  V/ay^ 
being 
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b«ing  reputed  the  Author  of  a 
very  humorous  Account  of  the 
Adventures  of  a  Summer  Compa- 
ny of  Comedians,  detached  from 
the  Metropolitan  Theatres,  com- 
mencing capital  Heroes  within 
the  Limits  of  a  Barn,  and  to  the 
Audience  of  a  Country  Town. — 
The  Book  is  entitled  Tou7ig  Scar- 
ron,  and  gives  evident  Proofs  of 
the  Author's  having  a  perfedl 
Knowledge  of  the  Scenes  and 
(^haracflers  he  attempts  to  de- 
fer! be,  and  no  very  unfkilfui  Pen- 
cil for  the  pourtraying  them  with 
their  moft  ftriking  Features,  and 
in  the  livelieft  Colours. — He  has 
alfo  written  fome  little  Poems, 
for  the  Publication  of  which,  by 
Subfcription,  Propofals  have  been 
delivered  j  and  alfo  a  Farce,  en- 
titled. 

The  Antigallican,     Vid. 
Appendix, 


N. 

^T  M.— Thefe  Letters  ftand 
^  •  as  the  Initials  of  a  young 
Lady's  Name,  who  introduced  on 
the  Stage  an  Alteration  oi  Beau- 
mcnt  and  Fletcher^ s  Loyal -Subjecl, 
under  the  Title  of, 

The  Fahhful  Genera'.,     Trag. 

Nabbes,  Mr.  Thomas,  wrote 
in  the  Reign  of  Charles  I. — Lang- 
baime  ranks  him  as  a  third  Rate 
Poet,  but  Cibbcr  will  not  admit  to 
above  a  fifth  Rate  Degree  of  Merit. 
Yet  he  appears  to  have  been  well 
eflecmed  by  his  Cotemporaries, 
Bicbard  Erome  and  Rob.  Chamber-- 
latne  having  publickly  profeffed 
themfelviS  his  Friends,  and  Sir 
"John  Siitkling  having  warmly  pa- 
tronized him. One  Degree  of 

Merit  at  leaft  he  has  a  Claim  to, 
and  that  is,    that  his  Plays  are 
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truly  and  entirely  his  ov/n,  not 
having  had  Recourfe  to  any  pre- 
ceding Writer  for  Afliftance';  on 
which  Account  his  Deficiencies 
are  certainly  more  pardonable,  and 
the  Applaufe  due  to  his  Beauties 
more   truly  his  own,   than  thofe 

of  many  other   Bards. This 

Langbaine,  whofe  great  Readirjg 
enabled  him  very  accurately  to 
trace  the  Plagiaries  of  Authors, 
feems  to  confirm,  at  the  fame 
Time  that  he  quotes  the  Author's 
own  Aflertion  of  it  \n  his  Prologue 
to  the  Comedy  of  Ca-uetit  Garden^ 
in  thefe  Words, 

Hejujiifes  that  'tis  no  borrowed 

Strain 
From  the  hinjtntion  of  another  i 

Brain  j 
Nor  did  he  jieal  the  Fancy,  Sec. 

The  dramatic  Piecesextant  by  this 
Author  are  the  following, 

I,   Bride.     Com. 

z:.  Cogent  Garden,     Com, 

3.  Entertainment  on  the  Prince'' i 

Birth-Day.     Mafque. 

4.  Hannibal    and  Scipio, 

Hif}.  Trag. 

5.  Microcofmi/s,     Mafque.  ^ 

6.  Springes  Glory.      Mafque. 

7.  Tottct^bam  Court,     Com. 

8.  Unfortunate  Motktr,  Trag. 
Phillipz  and  TVinfanley,  according 
to  their  ufual  Cultom,  have  af- 
cribed  two  other  anonymous  Phys 
to  him,  which  however  Lang' 
baine  has  proved  not  to  be  his.— ■ 
They  are  entitled, 

ChAjI-les  1.     Trag, 

Woman  Hater  arraigned.  Com. 
TVood  iniorm^ns,  that  Mr.  Nabbei 
made  a  Continuation  of  KnoUe%'s 
Hiftory  of  the  Turks,  from  the 
Year  1628  to  the  End  of  1637, 
colle<5led  from  the  Difpatches  of 
Sir  Peter  Wyche^  Knt.  Ambaf- 
fador  at  Conftantino'^le,  and  others. 

Coxcter  feems  ta.  be  of  Opinion, 
that 
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that  this  is  the  Thomai  NahbeS) 
vho  lies  buried  in  the  Temple 
Church,  under  the  Organ  on  the 
Inner  Side. 

Nash,  Mr.  Tbomat,  was  Co- 
temporary  with  the  foregoing 
Writer. — He  was  born  at  the  Sea- 
port Town  of  Leofioff  in  Suffolk, 
and  was  defcended  from  a  Family 
whofe  Refidence  was  in  Hertford- 
Jhire. — He  received  his  Education 
in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridgey 
and  was  defigned  for  Holy  Orders, 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ei- 
ther met  with  any  Patronage,  or 
obtained  any  Preferment  in  the 
Church. — On  the  contrary,  if  we 
may  judge  from  his  Poem  entitled 
Pierce  Pennilefs,  which,  tho'  writ- 
ten with  a  confiderable  Spirit  of 
Poetry,  feems  to  breathe  the  Sen- 
timents of  a  Man  in  the  Height 
of  Defpair  and  Rage  againft  the 
World,  it  appears  probable  that 
be  had  met  with  many  Difap- 
pointments  and  much  Diftrefs. — 
And  indeed,  it  feems  not  im- 
piolable,  from  the  Raillery  which 
he  vents  at  Robert  Green  in  his 
Pierce  Pennilifs,  and  from  his  hav- 
ing been  with  that  Writer  at  the 
Feaft  in  v--hich  he  took  the  Sur- 
feit that  carried  him  off  the  Stage 
of  Life,  that  he  had  been,  and 
even  continued  to  the  laft'to  be, 
a  Companion  and  Intimate  to  that 
loofe  and  riotous  Genius,  whofe 
Hiftory  I  have  before  related. — 
And,  as  Diffipation  mo{i'  gene- 
rally feeks  out  Companions  of  its 
own  Kind  to  confort  and  affociate 
with,  it  will  not,  perhaps,  ap- 
pear an  improbable  Suggeftion, 
that  fome  of  Green '5  Comrades 
might  run  into  the  fame  Extra- 
vagances, and  meet  with  the  fame 
Diftrefles  inConfeqiience  of  them, 
that  he  himreif  had  done,  and 
-that  Najh^  Poem  above-mention- 
ed might  be  no  lefs  a  Piflure  of 
the  SituAlion.  of  his  Mind,,  than. 
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the  Recantation  Pieces  whlsh  X 
have  taken  Notice  of  in  the  Life 
of  Green. 

Najh\  Talent  was  Satire,  in: 
v/hich  he  muft  have  had  great 
Excellence,  if  we  may  give  Cre- 
dit  to  the  Authority  of  an '  old 
Copy  of  Verfes  which  Langbaine 
has  quoted  concerning  him,  in 
which  it  is  faid  of  him. 

Sharply  fatyric  ivm  he ;  and  that 

Way 
He  ivent,  that  fince  bss  Being,  to 

this  Day, 
Few  ba've  attempted  j.  and  I  Jurely 

think 
Ihofe  JVords  pall  hardly   he  jet 

doivn  in  Ink 
EhaU  Jcorch  and  blafi,  fo  as  his 

could,  tvbcn  hs 
Would  inJiiS  Vengeance, 

Particularly,  he  was  engaged  in 
a  moft  virulent  Paper- War  with 
the  fame  Dr.  Gabriel  Harvey, 
whom  his  Friend  Rob.  Green  had 
fatirized  in  fome  of  his  Writings 
and  whofe  rancorous  Revenge  led 
him  even  to  treat  his  Body  ill  af- 
ter Death,  as  I  have  before  given 
an  Account  of  under  GjiEEi*.. 

His  dramatic  Works  are  only 
two   in  Number,  nji^. 

I.  Dido,    !^i_een    c/"-  Car- 
thage.    Trag. 

T.  Summer  s  laji  Will  and  Tef- 
tamcnt.  Com. 
Befides  thefe,  Phillips  and  Win^ 
fianley  have  ver}'  unjuftly  afcribed 
to  this  Author  Mr.  Dciubridge- 
Court  Bcichier''%  Comedy,,  of  Hans 
Beer  Pot,  (which  I  have  reftored 
to  the  right  Owner)  and  at  the 
fame  Time  omitted  the  Mention 
of  the  Tragedy  of  Dido^  which 
was,  unqueftionably  his ;  or  at 
leaft^he  had  a  confiderable  Hand- 
in  it  in  Conjunction  with  iW^jr- 

NeviLv 
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thor,  who  was  juftly  efteemed  one 
of  the  moft  finifhed  Gentlemen, 
as  well  as  the  moft  diftinguilh- 
ed  General  and  Statefnaan  of 
the  Age  he  lived  in,  was  the  Son 
of  Sir  Charles  Cavendipy  whofe 
Father  was  Sir  JVilUam  Cavendijb, 
and  his  elder  Brother  the  firft 
Earl  of  Dcvonjhire  of  that  Family* 
His  Mother  was  Catharine,  Daugh- 
ter of  Cuthbertf  Lord  O^/^.— He 
was  born  in  1592,  and  his  Fa- 
ther, who  difcovered  in  him,  even 
This  Author  v/as  a  Native  of  from  Infancy,  a  great  Quicknefs 
Ktnt,  lived  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  of  Genius,  and  a  ftrong  Propenfity 
EliTiabeth,  and  was  Brother  to  Dr.  to  Literature,  took  Care  to  im- 
Uhomas  Ne'vill,  who  fucceeded  to  prove  thofe  Advantages,  by  pro^ 
the  Deanery  of  Canterbury  on  the  curing  for  him  the  beftMafters  in 
Deceafe   of    Bifliop    Rogers. — He    every  Science. 
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K'Evit,  Mf.  Robert f  lived  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I. — 
There  are  no  Particulars  relat- 
ing to  him  extant,  farther  than 
that  he  received  his  Education  at 
King's  College,  in  the  Univerfity 
of  Cambridge,  where  he  obtained 
a  FellowJhip  j  and  that  he  wrote 
one  Pla}--,  which  is  far  from  de- 
ficient in  Point  of  Merit,  en- 
titled, 

The  Poor  Scholar.     Com. 

N  E  V I  L  L ,     Mr,    Alexander.  — 


made  a  very  early  Progrefs  in 
Learning,  particularly  in  the  Stu- 
dy of  Poetry,  for,  at  fixteen  Years 
of  Age,  he  was  fixed  on  by  the 


His  Courfe  of  Education  being' 
early  compleated,  he  appeared  at 
Court  with  fo  high  a  Reputation 
for  Abilities,  as  drew  on  him  the 


celebrated  Jafper  Heywood,  as  one    peculiar  Attention  and  Regard  of 
of  thofe  whom  he  thought  capa-    King  "James  I.    who,  at  the  Cre- 


ble  of  joining  with  himfelf  in  a 
Tranflation  of  the  Tragedies  of 
Seneca. — That  which  this  Youth 
undertook  was  the  fifth,  entitled 

Oedipus.     Trag. 
This   Piece  was  executed  in  the 


ation  of  Henry  Prince  of  Wales  in 
1 6 10,  made  him  a  Knight  of  the 
Bath,  and,  in  i6zo,  his  Father 
having  been  dead  three  Years,  by 
whofe  Deceafe  he  became  pofTeffed 
of  a  large  Eftate,  he  was  created 


Year  1560,  tho'  not  publifhed  till,  a  Peer  by  the  Title  of  Baron  Ogle 

the  reft,    by    Heywood,    Neivton,  and    Vifcount    Mansfield,    which 

l^uce  and   Stadley,  in  1581;    be-  Titles  were  afterwards  farther  en- 

fides  which,    Wood  acquaints  us  nobled  in  the  third  Year  of  King 

of  another  Work  of  thi.s  Author,  Charles  I's  Reign,    by   the  Addi- 

cntitled,  Kettus,  five  de  Fumoribus  tion  of  that  of  Lord  Ca'vendijh  of 

Norfolciefijium,    Sec,    i5S2.-~Mr.  Balfover,   and  the  ftill  higher  oa€ 


Necill  was  born  in  1544. — It  ij 
not  apparent  when  he  died,  but 
he  was  buried  in  the  Chapel  be- 
longing to  the  Cathedral  Church 
of  Canterbury,  in  a  Monument  e- 
refted  for.  that  Purpofe  by  his 
Brother  the  Dean,  fome  Years 
before  the  Deceafe  of  either  of 
them. — The  Dean  died  in  161 5, 
aJid,  according  to  V/ced,  feems  to 
have  furvived  our  Author, 

Newcastle,  William Cav en- 
dip,  Duks  of.~This  noble  Au- 


of  Earl  of  Netucaflle  upon  Tytte. 

The  high  Favour,  however,  la 
which  his  Lordfhip  ftcod  at  Court, 
excited  the  Jealoufy  of  the  Mi- 
nifters,  and  more  particularly  of 
the  Favorite  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, notwithftending  which,  his 
Lordfhio  preferved  the  King's  Af- 
feftion  towards  him  in  (o^  perfe£l 
a  Degree,  that,  in  1638,  his 
Maje'fty  gave  the  ftrongeft  Tefti- 
mony  of  his  Confidence,  both  in 
hiis  Abilities  and  Honour,  by  af- 
iigning 


ifgning  hlift  the  very  important  Of» 
fi'ce  of  Governor  to  the  Prince  of 
TVaks.-^ln  1 639,  when  the  Trou- 
feles  broke  out  in  Scotland,  the 
King  being  obliged,  not  only  to 
afTemble  an  Army  in  the  North, 
but  alfo  to  put  himfeliF  at  the 
Head  of  it,  which  was  an  Expe- 
dition that  could  not  but  require 
immenfe  Sums,  and  that  at  a 
Time  when  the  Royal  Finances 
were  extremely  low,  his  Lordfhip, 
in  Dcmonftration  of  his  Zeal  and 
Loyalty,  not  only  contributed  ten 
Thoufand  Pounds  to  the  Trea- 
fury,  but  alio  raifed  a  Troop  of 
Horfe,  confining  of  about  two 
Hundred  Knights  and  Gentlemen, 
vho  ferved  at  their  own  Charge, 
and  were  incorporated  under  the 
Title  of  the  Prince's  Troop  j  on 
which  Occafion  a  very  remarkable 
Inftance  was  given  of  how  far  his 
Loyalty,  however  it  might  efta- 
bliflj  him  in  the  King's  Efleem, 
continued  to  give  Umbrage  to  thofe 
•who  were  defirous  of  a  fuperior 
Influence  at  Court. — And,  as  his 
Lord/hip's  Behaviour  on  the  Oc- 
cafjon  was  fuch,  as  exalted  his 
Reputation,  at  the  fame  Time 
that  it  confiderably  leflehed  that 
of  a  Rival,  I  (hall  take  the  Li- 
berty of  relating  the  Story  in  this 
Place. 

In  the  Number  of  thofe  whb 
looked  with  an  envious  Eye  on 
the  particular  Diftintflions  fhewn 
to  our  Author  by  the  King,  was 
the  Earl  of  Holland^  at  that  Time 
General  in  Chief  of  the  Horfe. 
He  was  a  Man  remarkably  felfiflx 
in  his  Temper,  and  of  a  Difpofi- 
tion,  altho'  his  Courage  had  ne- 
ver before  been  fufpefted,  rather 
cunning  and  penetrating,  than 
brave  or  open. — The  Troop  which 
the  Earl  of  Neivcaftle  had  raifed, 
was,  as  I  have  before  ob ferved, 
called  the  Prince's  ;  but  was  com- 
manded by  the  Earl  himfelf,  in 
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Perfori>  as  its  Captain.— When 
the  Army  drew  near  ^^r-a^/c/^,  the 
Earl  fent  Sir  William  Carnaby,  his 
Aid  de  Camp,  to  Lord  Hol/and, 
to  know  where  his  Troop  ihould 
march  ;  whofe  AnfWer  was.  Next 
after  the  Troops  of  the  general  Of- 
Jjcers, — The  Earl  on  this  fent  a- 
galn  to  reprefent,  That  having  the 
Honour  to  march  under  the  Prince'i 
Colours,  he  thought  it  not  becoming 
for  him  to  give  Place  to  any  of  the 
Officers  of  the  Fiild.—Ths  Gene- 
ral, however,  repeated  his  Or- 
ders with  great  Peremptorinefs, 
which  the  Earl  of  Newcajlk, 
therefore,  obeyed,  taking  no  far- 
ther  Notice  of  it  at  that  Time, 
than  by  ordering  the  Prince's  Co- 
lours to  be  taken  oft*  the  StaftV 
and  marching  without  any. — But, 
as  foon  as  ever  the  Service  was 
over,  he  fent  the  Earl  of  Hollard 
a  Challenge,  which  his  Lordfliip 
accepted,  and  agreed  to  the  Time 
and  Place  of  meeting  ;  to  which, 
however,  when  our  Author  came, 
he  found  not  his  Ahtagonift,  but 
his  Second.— The  Affair  had  been 
difclofed  to  the  King,  by  whofe 
Authority,  according  to  Lord  C/u- 
rendon,  the  Matter  was  compofedj 
but  not  without  leaving  an  Impu- 
taition,  in  the  Minds  of  many,  of 
fome  Want  of  perfonal  Bravery 
in. Lord  Holland.'  * 

But,  though  in  this  Conteft  he 
had  apparently  the  Advantage, 
yet,  as  itconvinc'd  him,  in  Con- 
currence with  other  Ciicum- 
ftances,  how  hard  the  Miniflerial 
Faftion  was  inclinable  to  bear 
upon  him,  and  beTng  unwilling 
to  give  his  Majefty  any  Trouble 
about  himfelf,  he  voluntarily  re- 
figned  the  Place  of  Governor  to 
the  Prince,  and  retired  into  the 
Country,  where  he  remained  quiet 
till  he  received  the  King's  Orders 
to  revifit  Hull,  which  important 
Fortrefs,  and  all  the  Magazines 
that 
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that  were  In  it,  he  offered  to  his 
Majefty  to  have  fecured  for  him  ; 
but  when,  inftead  of  receiving 
Direftions  for  that  Purpofe,  he 
found  his  Inftru6b"ons  were  to 
obey  the  Orders  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, he  drop'd  his  Dellgn,  and 
once  more  retired  into  the  Coun- 
try. 

Here  he  remained  totally  in- 
a£live,  till  the  Flame  of  Civil 
War  being  kindled  to  fuch  a  Blaze, 
that  it  would  have  appeared  Cow- 
ardice to  continue  longer  fo,  he 
engaged  in  the  Royal  Caufe,  and 
accepted  of  a  Commiffion  for  ths 
raifing  Men  ts  take  Care  of  the 
Town  of  Neivcajile,  and  the  four 
adjacent  Counties,  in  which  he 
was  fo  expeditious  and  fuccefsful, 
that  his  Majefty  conftituted  him 
General  and  Commander  in  Chief 
of  all  the  Forces  raifed  North  of 
Trent,  and  alfo  of  thofe  that  might 
be  levied  in  many  of  the  South- 
ern Counties,  with  a  moft  extra- 
ordinary plenipotentiary  Power  of 
conferriog  the  Honour  of  Knight- 
hood, coining  Money,  and  print- 
ing and  fetting  forth  all  fuch  De- 
clarations as  fhouldto  him  appear 
expedient. — Of  all  thefe  extenfive 
Powers,  however,  his  Lord/hip 
made  a  very  fparing  V^q,  except- 
ing that  of  raifing  Men,  which 
he  purfued  with  fuch  Diligence, 
that  in  three  Months  he  had  le- 
vied an  Army  of  eight  Thoufand 
Horfe,  Foot  and  Dragoons,  with 
•which  he  marched  diredlly  into 
7'orkfl}ire,  and,  after  defeating  the 
Enemy  at  Peine  Bridge,  advanced 
to  Tork,  the  Governor  of  which 
City  furrendered  up  the  Keys  to 
him. 

During  the  Courfe  of  the  Civil 
War,  the  Earl  of  Neivcajile  was 
very  fuccefsful,  having  more  than 
once  defeated  General  Fairfax,  and 
even  gained  feveral  important  Forts 
and  Battles.— For  which  Service 
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KiiJg  Charki,  in  the  Year  1643, 
advanced  him  to  the  Dignity  of 
Marquis  of  Ne%vcajile,  but  when, 
in  1644,  thro'  the  Precipitancy 
of  Prince  Rupert,  his  Majefty's 
Forces  received  a  tot?l  Defeat  at 
Marjion  Moor,  in  which  the  Mar- 
quis's Infantry  was  cut  to  Pieces, 
this  Nobleman,  finding  the  King's 
Affairs  in  that  Part  of  the  King- 
dom irretrievably  ruined,  he  made 
the  beft  of  his  Way  to  Scarbo- 
rough, and  from  thence,  with  a 
few  of  the  principal  Officers  of 
his  Army,  embarked  for  Ham- 
burgh.— After  ftaying  for  about 
fix  Months  at  that  Place,  he  went 
by  Sea  to  Amfierdam,  and  from 
thence  took  a  Journey  to  Fariiy 
where  he  married  and  refided 
fome  Time. — He  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Anttoerp,  where  he 
pafled  the  Remainder  of  his  Ex- 
ile, during  which  he  underwent 
a  Variety  of  Misfortunes  and  Dif- 
tr^fs,  his  Circumstances  being  at 
fome  Times  io  bad,  that  the 
Dutchefs  herfelf,  in  the  Life  flie 
has  written  of  her  Hufband,  con- 
fefles  they  were  both  reduced  to 
the  Necefiity  of  pawning  their 
Cloaths  for  Subfiftence, — For,  al- 
tho'  his  Efiates  in  England  were 
valued  at  upwards  of  twenty 
Thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum,  yet , 
they  were  left  entirely  at  the 
Mercy  of  the  Parliament,  who 
levied  immenfe  Sums  on  them. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  all  thefe 
Severities  of  Fortune,  during  the 
Courfe  of  a  fixteen  Years  Banish- 
ment, he  never  loft  his  Spirit, 
but  retained  his  Vigour  to  the 
laft,  recruiting  his  natural  Viva- 
city by  the  fprightly  Converfation 
of  his  Lady,  the  frequent  Compa- 
ny of  the  young  King,  who  made 
him  Knight  of  the  Garter,  and 
a  full  Prepofleflion  that  the 
Clouds,  which  then  over-hung 
his  own  Fortunes  and  thofe  of 
his 
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his  Country,  would  at  length  be 
difperfed  by  the  King's  Reftora- 
tion. — In  thi?  his  Lordfhip  proved 
a  true  Prophet,   for  the  gloomy 
Period  at  length  came  to  an  End, 
and  the  Marquis. returned  to  his 
own  Country  with  his  Sovereign  j 
where,  after  being,  by  Letters  Pa- 
tent, dated  March  16,  1664,  cre- 
ated Earl  of  Ogle  and   Duke  of 
T^e^vcafthy  his  Grace  withdrew  to 
a    happy    Country    Retirement, 
where  he  fpent  the  Evening  of  his 
Days  in  calm  Repofe,  and  in  the 
Indulgence  of  thofe  Studies,  with 
which  he  was  the  moft  afFe£ted. 
At  length,  after  a  Life  of  great 
A£lion  and  great  Variety,  having 
attained  to  the  higheft  Honours, 
and  defervedly  purchas'd  the  fair^ 
eft  Reputation,   this  truly   noble 
Lord  took  his  Flight  to  a  better 
World,  on  the  2  5th  of  Z)ff,  1676. 
JEtatis  84.    and  lies  interred  in 
Wefimivficr  -  Abbey  ,    againft    the 
Screen  of  the  Chapel  of  St.  Mi- 
chael, under  a  moft  fpacious  and 
noble  Tomb,  which  a  little  before 
his  Death  he  had  caufed   to  be 
ere£led    to    the    Memory   of  his 
Dutchefs.— The  Monument  is  all 
of  white    Marble,     but    adorned 
with  two  Pillars  of  black  Mar- 
ble, with  Entablatures  of  the  Co- 
rinthian Order,   embellifhed  with 
Arms,    as  in  the  Pedeftal,  with 
various  Trophy  Works,  whereon 
are  two  Images  of  white  Marble, 
excellently   well   carved,     and   in 
full    Proportion,    in    a    cumbent 
Pofture,    reprefenting  the   Duke 
and  Dutchefs. 

With  Refpefl:  to  this  Noble, 
jnan's  public  Chara<5ler,  it  will  be 
needlefs  to  add  any  Thing  to  what 
has  been  already  faid,  in  Regard 
to  his  private  one. — Some  of  his 
Hiftorians  have  feemed  to  con- 
demn him  for  a  Profufenefs  and 
Pafllon  for  Magnificence,  which 
ibmetimes  had  too  great  a  Ten- 
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dency  to   the  Encouragement  of 
Luxury  and  DiJHpation,  of  which 
they  produce  as  Inftances  the  two 
fumptuous  Entertainments  which 
he  gave  to  King  Charles  1.  at  his 
Seat  at  JVelbech,  the  Expences  of 
which,  according  to  the  Dutchefs's 
own   Computations,     muft   have 
amounted  to  upwards  of  tenThou- 
fand  Pounds. — And  others,  of  the 
graver  Kind,  have  cenfured  him 
for  too  ftrong  an  Attachment  to 
Poetry  and  the   polite  Arts,    in 
which,  however,  they  have  done 
no    Honour   to   the   Delicacy   of 
their  own  Taftc. — It  is  certain, 
indeed,  that  this  noble  Perfonage 
was,  from  his  earheft  Youth,  ce- 
lebrated for  his  Love  of  the  Mufes, 
that  he  had  a  true  Taftc  for  the 
liberal  Arts,  was  ever  delighted 
with  having  Men  of  Genius  about 
him,  and  took  a  lingular  Pleafure 
in  refcuing  neceffitous  Merit  from 
Obfcurity. — In    a  Word,  that  he 
was  truly    the   Mecenas  of  King 
Charles  I's  Reign  :  But  it  does  not 
appear  that,  in  the  bufy  Scenes  of 
Life,    his    Lordlhip    fuftered    his 
Thoughts  to  ftray  fo  far  from  his 
Employment   as  to  turn  Author. 
In  his  Exile,  indeed,  being  ex- 
tremely fond  of  the  breaking  and 
managing    Horfes,     than    which 
there   cannot   be  a  more  manly 
Exercife,  tho'  in  our  delicate  Age 
almoft  entirely  left  to  Grooms  and 
Jockeys,  he  thought  fit  to  pub- 
lifh  his  Sentiments  on  thofe  Sub- 
je<Sls,  in  t4iat  very  pompous  Work 
printed  in  his  Name,  and  which 
is  ftill  held  in  high  Efteem. — He 
alfo,  for  the  Amufement  of  fome 
leifure  Hours,  applied  himfelf  to 
dramatic  Poetry,  the  Produce  of 
which  cannot  but  give  us  a  ftrong 
Idea  of  his   Fortitude  and  Chear- 
fulnefs  of  Temper,    even   under 
the    greateft    Difficulties,     fmce, 
tho'  written   during  his  Banifh- 
ment,  and  in  the  Midft  of  De- 
preffion 
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prei?ion  and  Poverty,  all  the  Pieces 
he  has  left  us  in  that  "Way  of 
Writing,  are  of  the  comic  Kind. 
Their  Titles  are, 

1.  The  Country  Captain,    Com. 

2.  Exile.     Com. 

3.  Humorous  L.o'vers.     Com, 

4.  Triumphant  Widoiv,     Com. 

5.  Variety,     Com. 

His  Grace  had  been  twice  mar- 
ried, but  had  Iffue  only  by  his 
£rft  Lady. — His  Titles  defcended 
to  his  Son  Henry  Earl  of  Ogle^ 
■vvho  was  the  laft  Heir  Male  of  his 
Family,  and  who,  dying  without 
Iffue  in  1691,  the  Title  of  Nc'-m- 
cajile^  in  the  Line  of  Cavendijh, 
became  extinft. 

Newcastle,  Margaret, 
Duchefs  of,  Confort  of  the  above- 
ir.entioned  noble  Duke,  was  re- 
markable for  her  mary  Writings  j 
but  fhe  was  a  mere  Pedant  in 
Pettycoats. — She  wrote  28  thea- 
trical Pieces,  many  of  which,  in- 
deed, are  only  ihort  unfiniihed 
Scenes  5 — and,  on  the  whole,  it 
is  not  worth  while  to  preferve 
the  Memory  of  their  numerous 
Titles,  whicJi  would  take  up  a 
great  Deal  of  Room  to  very  little 
Purpofe. 

N E  w  M  A  N ,  TLamas. — All  that 
we  know  of  this  Gentleman  is, 
that  he  lived  in  the  Beginning  of 
the  17th  Century,  and  that  he 
tranflated  two  of  Tercnte^i,  Come- 
dies, for  School-Exhibitions,  -vi^. 

1.  Andria.      Vid,   Appen- 

dix. 

2.  Eunuch.      Vid.  Appen- 

dix. 
Newton,  Thomas,  —■ —  Th  i  s 
learned  Writer  was  the  eldeft  Son 
of  Edward  Nc^.vton,  of  Eut/cy,  in 
the  Parifh  of  Prcjibury  in  Chcfoire, 
by  Alice  his  Wife. — He  was  born 
in  that  Country,  and  received  his 
firft  Rudiments  of  grammatical 
Erudition  under  the  celebrated 
'John  Brotvufword,  for  whom  he 
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appears  ever  to  have  retained  the 
moft  ardent  and  almoft  filial  Af- 
fection ;  (or,  in  his  Encomium 
on  feveral  illuflrJous  Mtnof  Eng' 
land,  he  has  this  very  remarkable 
Diftich  on  his 

Rhitora,  Grammaficum,  Volyhijlora 
Tcgue  Poetam 
S^uii  negat  f — is  Lippus,  lujcus, 
■obefus,  inurs. 

Nay,  fo  great  was  his  Refpeft  for 
the  Memory  of  this  Gentleman, 
that  he  afterwards  ereiled  a  Mo- 
nument for  him,  on  the  South 
Wall  of  the  Chancel  of  the  Church 
of  Macclesfield  in  Chepire,  with  a 
Latin  Infcription,  highly  in  his 
Commendation. — But,  to  return 
to  our  Author. — He  was  fent  very 
young  to  Oxford;  but,  whether 
thro'  any  Difguft,  or  from  what 
other  Caufe  I  know  not,  he  made 
no  long  Stay  there,  but  removed 
to  Cambridge,  where  he  fettled  in 
^^ee-n^  College,  and  became  io 
eminent  for  his  Latin  Poetry,  as 
to  be  cfteemed  by  his  Cotempora- 
rics  as  deferving  to  rank  with  the 
moil  celebrated  Poets  who  have 
written  in  that  Language. 

After  tfeis  he  retired  to  his 
own  Country,  making  fome  Re- 
fidence  at  Oxford,  which  he 
took  in  his  Wayj  and;  having 
obtained  the  warm  Patronage  of 
Robert  Earl  of  Effex,  he  taught 
School  and  praftifedPhyfick  with 
Succefs  2XMacclesfield.  It  appears, 
however,  that  he  was  in  holy 
Orders  alfo,  for  Wood  fays,  that 
at  length,  being  benefced  at  Little 
Ilford  in  E£ex,  he  taught  School 
there,  and  continued  at  that  Place 
till  the  Time  of  his  Death,  which, 
after  his  having  acquired  a  con 
fidsrable  Eftate,    happened  in  the 

Month  of  May   1607.  He 

was  buried  in  the  Churcii  be- 
loBging  to  that  Village,  and  for 

[  A  a  ]  tl>e 
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the  Decoration  of  which  he  left  a 
confiderable  Legacy. — He  wrote 
and  tranflated  many  Books,  and, 
among  the  latter,  the  third  Tra- 
gedy of  Seneca,  entitled, 

Thebah. 
Yet,  tho'  he  tranflated  only  this 
one  Play,  he  took  on  himfelf  the 
Publication  of  all  the  reft,  as 
tranflated  by  Heyivood,  Nevill, 
Nuci,  Sec. 

Phillips  has  wrongfully  attri- 
buted to  this  Author  the  Compo- 
fition  of  Markers  Tragedy  of 
Tamberlain  the  Great,  or  The 
Scythian  Shepherd. 

Le  Noble,  Monfieur,  a  French 
Writer,  produced  cnc  petite  Piece,  ' 
which  was  afted  here  by  a  Set  of 
Strollers,  of  his  own  Country,  on 
the  Theatre  in  Lir.colns  -  Inn  - 
Fields.— It  met  with  but  little 
Succefs,  and  was  entitled. 

The   Tic'o   Harkqtiim.     Farce, 
of  three  Afts. 

"Morris,  Mr.  Henry,  was  Son 
to  Mr.  Henry  Ncrris  the  Come- 
dian, who,  from  his  admirable 
Performance  in  Farquhar^^  Co- 
medy of  the  Trip  to  the  jubilee, 
acquired  the  Nick-Name  of  jfu- 
hilee  Dicky, — This  Gentleman  al- 
fo  trod  in  his  Father's  Steps  as 
an  Aftor,  though  not  with  equal 
Succefs,  nor  perhaps  equal  Me- 
rit ;  yet ,  notwithftanding  the 
flighting  Manner  in  which  Chet' 
nvood,  both  in  his  Hijhry  of  the 
Stage,  and  in  his  Britijh  Theatre, 
fceaks  of  him,  Mr.  Norris  had 
certainly  great  Merit,  and  in  ma- 
ny Parts  equalled,  if  not  excelled, 
the  beft  Aftors  who  have  at- 
tempted them  fince^ He  per- 
formed for  many  Years  in  the 
Theatres  of  London  and  Dublin, 
but,  in  the  Decline  of  his  Life, 
retired  to  York,  where  he  joined 
the  eftablifhed  Company  of  Co- 
medians belonging  to  that  City, 
among  whom  he  died  a  few  Years 
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ago. — He  publiflied  a  Colledion 
of  Poems,  and  two  dramatic 
Pieces,   entitled, 

1.  The  Deceit.     Farce. 

2.  Royal  Merchant.  Com.  (fup- 

pos'd  to  be  this  Author's, 
from  the  Initial  Leriers 
annexed  H.  N.)  This  is 
only  an  Alteration  of  the 
Beggar'' s  Bvfi  of  Beautnont 
and  Fletcher. 
Norton,  Thomas,  Efq; — All 
that  can  be  traced  concerniug  this 
Gentleman  is,  that  he  was  an 
Inhabitant,  if  not  a  Native,  of 
Sharpenhaule,  or  Sharpenhoe,  in 
Bedfordjhire,  that  he  was  a  Bar- 
rifter  at  Law,  and  a  zealous  Cal- 
vinifl  in  the  Beginning  of  Queen 
ElixabetFs  Reign,  as  appears  by 
feveral  Trafts,  printed  together 
in  Svo.  1569, — He  was  Cotem- 
porary  with  Sterr.hald  znA  Hopkins, 
and  Affiftant  to  them  in  their 
noted  Verfion  of  the  Pfalms, 
twenty  feven  of  which  he  turned 
into  Englijb  Metre,  to  which,  in 
all  the  Editions  of  them,  the 
Initials  of  his  Name  are  prefix'd. 
— He  alfo  tranflated  into  Englijh 
feveral  fmall  Latin  Pieces,  and, 
being  a  clofe  Intimate  and  Fellow- 
Student  with  Thomas  Sack'ville, 
Efqj  afterwards  Earl  of  Dorfet, 
he  joined  with  him  in  the  com- 
poling  one  dramatic  Piece,  of 
which  Mr,  Norton  wrote  the  three 
firft  Ads,  entitled, 

Ferrex  and  Porrex,    after- 
wards reprinted  with  con- 
iiderable  Alterations  under 
the  Title  of  Gorboduc. 
Nuci,  Mr.  Thomas,  was  a  Co- 
temporary  with  Mr.  Thomas  Neiv- 
ton   before-mentioned,    and   con  - 
cerned  with  him  in  the  Tranfla-' 
tion    of    Seneca's   Tragedies,     of 
which  one  only  fell  to  his  Share, 
•viz.  the  eleventh,  which  is  en- 
titled, 

Oct  AVI  A,    Trag, 

Sobe 
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Some  Authors,  Delrio  in  parti- 
cular, have  denied  this  Play's 
having  been  written  by  Seneca, 
and  indeed,  the  Story  of  it  being 
founded  on  Hiftory  fo  near  the 
Time  of  the  fuppofed  Author, 
and  the  Confideration  of  the  ty- 
rannical Period  in  which  Seneca 
lived,  feem  to  furniOi  a  reafona- 
ble  Greimd  of  Sufpicion  on  this 
Head. — But  this,  being  a  Parti- 
cular, the  Difcuffion  of  which  is 
fomewhat  foreign  to  our  prefent 
Piirpofe,  any  farther  Enquiry  on 
it  in  this  Place  will  be  needlefs. 


o. 


ODEtL,  Thotnas,  Efqj  was 
born  in  Buckinghamjhire, 
towards  the  Condufion  of  thelaft 
or  the  Beginning  of  this  Century  j 
in  which  County  he  had  a  very 
handfome  paternal  Eftate,  the 
greatefl  Part  of  which  he  expend- 
ed in  the  Service  of  the  Court 
Intereft  j  but,  on  the  Death  of 
Lord  Wharton,  who  had  been  his 
Patron,  and  who,  with  other 
Friends  of  the  fame  Principles, 
had  procured  him  a  Penfion  from 
the  Government,  Mr,  Odell,  find- 
ing both  his  Fortunes  and  Inter- 
eil  impaired,  eredled  a  Theatre  in 
Goodman  s-Ftelds,  which  he  open- 
ed in  OHober  1720. — For  the  firil 
Seafcn  it  met  with  all  the  Suc- 
cefs  that  could  be  wi/hed  for,  and 
fully  anfwered  his  Expedlations  j 
and  indeed,  it  is  probable,  that  it 
would  ftill  have  gone  on  with 
like  Succefs,  had  not  a  Connec- 
tion, v.hich  it  was  faid  the  Son 
of  a  refpe£lable  and  honourable 
Magiftrate  of  the  City  of  Louden 
had  with  the  faid  Theatre,  given 
Umbrage  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
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Court  of  Aldermen,  who,  under 
the  Appearance  of  an  Apprehen-^ 
fion  that  the  Apprentices  and 
Journeymen  of  the  trading  Part 
of  the  City  would  be  led  too  rea- 
dily in  Difiipation,  by  having  a 
Theatre  brought  (o  near  home  to 
them,  made  an  Application  to 
Court  for  the  Supprellion  of  It. — 
In  Confequence  of  this,  an  Or- 
der came  down  for  the  /hutting  it 
up  ;  in  Complaifance  to  which, 
(for  at  that  Time  there  v/as  no 
Aft  of  Parliament  for  limiting 
the  Number  of  the  Theatres) 
Mr.  Odell  put  a  Stop  to  his  Per- 
formances,  and,  in  the  End,  found 
himfelf  under  a  Neceflity  of  dif- 
pofing  of  his  Theatre  to  Mr, 
Henry  Giffard,  who,  not  meeting 
with  the  fame  Oppofition  as  our 
Author,  raifed  a  ^ubfcription  for 
the  building  of  a  more  ample 
Play-houfe  on  the  fame  Spot,  to 
which,  aflembling  a  very  tolera- 
ble Company  of  Performers,  he 
went  on  fuccefsfuUy,  till  the  paf- 
fmg  of  the  faid  ASt ;  for  the  im- 
mediate Occafion  of  which,  Vid» 
Vol.  I.  Afpendix,  under  Gol- 
den Rump. — I  cannot,  howe- 
ver, help  obferving  in  this  Place 
one  Particular,  for  which  that 
Theatre,  which  is  even  now 
ftanding,  and  which  has  been  at 
different  Periods  fince  opened  for 
fome  Time  by  Permiflion,  has 
been  remarkable,  and  that  is,  foi* 
the  firft  Appearance,  in,  or  about, 
the  Year   1740,    of  our  EtigUfo 

Rofcius,  Mr,  Garrjck. In  that 

Eaftern  Hemifphere  it  was  that 
firft  this  biilliant  Star  arofe,  and 
fhone  with  that  dazzling  Bright- 
nefs  which  furprized  all  who 
viewed  it,  and  which  fince,  pro- 
ceding  Weftvvard,  has  blazed  with 
that  Meridian  Lullre  which  has 
illuminated  the  whole  theatrical 
World, — But,  to  return  to  our 
Author. 

[  A  a  2  j  Mr. 
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Mr.  Cdell  was,  for  fome  Years, 
and  even  fo  late  as  1752,  Deputy 
Mafter  of  the  Revels,  under  his 
Grace  the  late  Duke  of  Grafton, 
when  Lord  Chamberlain,  and 
Mr.  Chetivynd,  the  Licenfer  of 
the  Stage.— This  Place  he  held 
till  his  Death,  which  happened  a 
few  Years  ago. — He  has  brought 
four  dramatic  Pieces  on  the  Stage, 
all  of  which  met  with  fome  Share 
of  Succefs. — Their  Titles  are  as 
follows, 

I.  Chimera,     Farce. 

z.  Patron.     Opera. 

3..  Prodigal .     Com. 

^4.   Smugglers.     Farce. 

Odingsels,  Mr.  Gabriel. — 
Of  this  Gentleman's  Life  I  can 
iind  nothing  farther  on  Record, 
than  that  he  was  born  in  London, 
that  he  was  matriculated  of  Pcm- 
^ro^e  College,  Oxford,  23d  of  ^- 
pril  1707.  and  that,  becoming 
lunatic,  he  put  an  End  to  his 
own  Lifcj  by  the  Affiftance  of  a 
Cord,  on  the  loth  of  Feb.  JJl/\., 
at  his  Houfe  in  Thatch' d-Court, 
Wcfminjler. — He  wrote  three  dra- 
matic Pieces,  the  Titles  of  which 
are  as  follow, 

1.  The  Bat b  unmaj'k'd.     Com, 

2.  BAYEs'i  Opera.     Com, 

3.  The  Capricious  Lo'uen.     C. 
O1.DMIXON,  'M.x.'Jobn. — This 

Gentleman  was  defcended  from 
an  ancient  Family  of  the  Name, 
originally  feated  at  Oldmixon,  near 
3ridgivater,  in  Somerjctf^ire, — He 
was  a  violent  Party  Writer,  and 
a  very  fevere  and  malevolent  Cri- 
tic ;  in  the  former  Light  he  was 
a  ftrong  Opponent  of  the  Stuart 
Family,  whom  he  has,  on  every 
Occafion,  as  much  as  poflible  en- 
deavoured to  blacken  and  calum- 
niate-, without  any  Regard  to  that 
Impartiality  v/hich  ought  ever  to 
be  the  moft  efTcntial  Charatfle- 
rifiic  of  an  Hiftorian. — In  the  o- 
thcr  Charader  he  was  perpetually 
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attacking,  with  the  moft  appa«. 
rent  Tokens  of  Envy  and  Ill-Na- 
ture, his  feveral  Cotemporaries.  i 
Particularly  Meffrs.  Addijon,  Euf-  \ 
den  and  Pope. — The  laft  of  thefe, 
however,  whom  he  had  attacked 
in  different  Letters  which  he 
wrote  in  the  Flying  Poji,  and  re- 
peatedly reflected  on  in  his  Profe 
Eflays  on  Criticifm,  and  in  his 
Art  of  Logic  and  Rhetoric,  writ- 
ten in  Imitation  of  Bouhours,  has  i 
condemn'd  him  to  an  Immortality 
of  Infamy,  by  introducing  him.  1 
into  his  Dunciad,  with  fome  very 
diftinguifhing  Marks  of  Eminence 
among  the  Devotees  of  Dulnefs. 
For,  in  the  fecond  Book  of  that 
fevere  Poem,  where  he  introduces 
the  Dunces  contending  for  the 
Prize  of  Dulnefs,  by  diving  in 
the  Mud  of  Fleet-Ditch,  he  re- 
prefents  our  Author  as  mounting 
the  Sides  of  a  Lighter,  in  order 
to  enable  him  to  take  a  more  ef- 
ficacious Plunge. — His  Words  are 
as  follows, 

In    flaked    Majejiy     Oldmixon 

jiandsy 
An^,  MWo  like,  furveys  his  JlrfKS 

and  Hauds  j 
T'hcn,  fghing,  thus :  '*  And  am 

*'  /  noiv  threefcore  f 
*^  Ab,  ivhy,  ye  Gods  !  Jhould  t%v(> 

"  and  tivo  make  four  f" 
He  jaid,  and  clinib^d  a  Jiranded 

lighter's  Height, 
Shot    to    the   black    Ahyfs,    cund 

plung'd  d'Tzvnrigbt. — 
The    Senior's    "Judgment    all   the         \ 

Croiud  admire. 
Who,  hut  tofr.k  the  deeper,    rofe 

the  higher. 

Mr.  Oldmixon,  tho'  rigid  with  j 
Regard  to  others,  is  far  from  un- 
blameable  himfelf,  in  the  very 
Particulars  concerning  which  he 
is  fo  free  in  his  Accufations,  and 
that  fometimes  even  without  a 
ftiia 
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/iri£t  Adherence  to  Trutfi,  one 
remarkable  Inilance  of  this  Kind 
it  is  but  Jiiftice  to  take  Notice  of, 
and  that  his  having  advanced  a 
particular  Faft  to  charge,  three 
eminent  Perfons  with  Interpola- 
tion in  Lord  Clarmdoni  Hiftory, 
which  Fa£l  was  dilproved  by  Dr. 
Atterbury,  the  only  Survivor  of 
them  5  and  the  pretended  Inter- 
polation, after  a  Space  of  almoft 
rinety  Years,  produced  In  his 
Lordlhip's  ov/n  Hand  -Writing  ; 
and  yet  this  very  Author  himfelf, 
when  employ'd  by  Bifhop  Kemet 
in  publi/hing  th2  Hiftorians  in  his 
Colleftion,  has  made  no  Scruple 
of  perverting  Damcl\  Chronicle 
in  nurnberlefs  Places. 

What  Year  Mr.  Oldmixon  was 
born  in,  is  not  mentioned  by  any 
of  the  Writers,  nor  where  he  re- 
ceived his  Education. — He  was, 
however,  undoubtedly  a  Man  of 
Learning  and  Abilities  j  and,  ex- 
clufive  of  his  ftrong-biafs'd  Pre- 
judice, and  natural  Morofenefs 
and  Petulance,  far  from  a  bad 
Writer. — He  has  left  behind  him 
three  dramatic  Pieces,  the  Titles 
lof  which  are, 

I,  Amyntas.     Part. 

a.  C ever r.or  of  Cy-pRvs,     T. 

3.  Groi-e.  Opera. 
He  alfo  wrote  a  PafloraJ,  called 
'ThyrfiSy  which  forms  one  A€t  of 
Mr.  Motteux's  Novelty,  or  E-uery 
AS  a  Flay. — As  he  was  always  a 
•violent  Party  Writer,  on  the 
Whig  Side,  he  was  at  length  re- 
warded with  a  fmall  Poft  in  the 
Revenue  at  Liverpoole,  at  which 
Place  he  died  in  a  very  advanced 
Age,  in  the  Year  1745. 

Orrery,  Roger  Boyle,  Earl 
©f,  was  the  younger  Brother  of 
Richard,  Earl  of  Burlington  and 
Cork,  and  fifth  Son  of  Richard, 
ityled  the  Great  Earl  of  Cork. — 
He  was  born  y^/inV  25,  i6zi,  and 
was  raifed  to  the  Dignity  of  Ba- 
son Broghxll  in  Ixeland,  when  only 
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feven  Years  old. — His  Education- 
was  in  the  College  of  Dublin  j 
where  he  applied  himfelf  with 
fuch  Diligence  to  his  Books,  and 
fo  happily  digeilred  what  he  ga- 
thered from  them,  that  he  was 
very  foon  diftinguifiied  as  an  early 
and  pronnlfing  Genius. — In  1636., 
his  Father  fent  him  to  make  the 
Tour  of  France  and  Italy,  in  Com- 
pany with  Lord  Kynalmeaky,  his 
elder  Brother. — After  his  Return' 
from  his  Travels,  this  gallant 
young  Nobleman  found  all  Things 
in  great  Confufion  in  England, 
and  a  War  on  the  Point  of  break- 
ing out  with  Scotland;  in  which 
he  was  invited  to  ferve,  with 
Marks  of  peculiar  Diftindion  5 
but  his  Thoughts  were  turned 
another  Way. — As  the  old  Earl 
of  Cork  loved  to  fettle  his  Children 
very  early  In  the  World,  a  Mar- 
riage was  at  this  Time  propofed' 
for  Lord  Broghiil,  with  the  Lady 
Margaret  Hoi.card,  Daughter  tO' 
the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  and  it  was 
cuickly  concluded:  Imroediateiy 
after  which  his  Lordfhip,  with 
his  new-married  Lady,  fet  out 
for  Ireland,  where  they  landed 
Oci.  23,  164T,  the  very  Day  on, 
which  the  Rebellion  broke  out  m 
that  Kingdom. 

The  Family  of  Lord  Cork  were 
inftantly  obliged  to  take  Arms, 
in  Order  to  their  own  Security,- 
as  well  as  that  of  the  Public  j 
and  the  Poft  afligned  to  Lord'" 
Broghiil,  was  the  Defence  of  hi-s 
Father's  Caftle  of  Lijmore ;  in 
which  he  behavsd  with  all  the 
Spirit  of  a  young  Officer,  and  all 
the  Difcrction  of  an  old  one.— r 
He  afterwards  diftinguiflied  him- 
felf on  many  fignal  Occafions  j  Ira 
the  Coiufe  of  which  he  equally 
manifefted  his  Abilities  for  the 
Field  and  the  Cabinet. — At  the 
Death  of  Charles  I.  however,  he; 
was  induced  to  quit  both  his  Eitate 
[  A  a   3  ]  and 
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and  his  Country,  as  mined  fiaft  all 
Hopes. — For  fome  Time  he  re- 
mained in  clofe  Retirement ;  but 
at  length  Cromtvel},  to  whom  the 
Merit  of  Lord  Brogbill  was  well 
known,  found  Ml  ans  to  gain  him 
o.-er  to  that  Party,  which  he  had 
h  therto  fo  rigoroufly  oppofed  ; 
but  they  were  fuch  Means  as  re- 
fledl  no  Diflion^^ur  to  his  Memo- 
ry.— The  Story  is  tcld  at  Jength 
in  the  Biographia  Britannica,  un- 
der the  Article  Bo  y  l  e  ;  to  which 
■we  refer,  being  too  circumftantial 
for  fo  brief  a  Compilation  as  the 
prcfent.-;— By  his  own  Intereft  he 
now  raifed  a  gallant  Troop  of 
Horfe,  confifling  chiefly  of  Gen- 
tlemen attached  to  him  by  perfo- 
nal  Friendfhip  ;  which  Corps  was 
foon  incrcafed  to  a  compleat  Re- 
giment of  15C0  Men.' — Thefe  he 
led  into  the  Field  againfl  the  Irip 
Rebels  5  and  was  fpeedily  joined 
by  CromiucU,  who  placed  the  high- 
eft  Confidence  in  hk  new  Ally  ; 
and  found  him  of  the  grea'^eft 
Corfequence  to  the  Intereil:  of  the 
Commonwealth  — Among  other 
confidcrable  Exploit?  performed  by 
Lord  Broghill,  his  Vidory  at 
Maccroom  deferves  to  be  partieu- 
iariy  mentioned  j  where,  with 
2000  Horfe  and  Dragoons,  he 
brifk'y  attacked  above  5000  of 
the  Rebels,    and  totally  defeated 

them. He  afterwards  relieved 

Cromivel!  himfelf',  at  ClovmcU , 
■where  that  great  Commander  hap- 
pened to  be  fo  dangeroufiy  fitu- 
ated,  that  he  confcffed  nothing 
but  the  feafonable  Relief  afforded 
J»im  by  Lord  Broghili,  could  have 
fiived  him  from  Defiruftion. — He 
liitewife  worfted  Lord  Mvjkerry, 
who  came  againH:  him  with  an 
Army  raifed  by  the  Pope's  Nun- 
cio, and  which  confiftcd  of  three 
Times  the  Number  of  Lord  Brog- 
hilW  forc8s :  befides  the  Advant- 
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age  of  being  well  officer'd  by  Ve- 
teran Commanders  from  Spain, 

When  Cromivell  became  Pro- 
te£lor,  he  fent  for  Lord  Broghil!,- 
merely  to  take  his  Advice,  occa- 
lionally. — And  we  are  told,  that 
not  long  after  his  coming  to  Eng- 
land, he  formed  a  Projedl  for  en- 
gaging Cromwell  to  reftore  the  old 
Coiiftitution. — The  Bafis  of  the 
Scheme  was  to  be  a  Match  be- 
tween the  King.  [Cfarks  II.)    and 

the  Protcdior's  Daughter. As 

his  Lordfhip  maintained  a  fecret 
Correfpondence  with  the  exiled 
Monarch  and  his  Friends,  it  is 
imagined  hs  was,  before  -  hand, 
pretty  fure  that  Charles  was  not 
averfe  to  the  Scheme,  or  he  would 
not  have  ventured  to  propofe  it 
ferioufly  to  Crommcelli — who,  at 
firft,  feemed  to  think  it  jaot  un- 
feafible. — He  fooa  changed  his 
Mind,  however,  and  tcld  Brog^ 
hill  that  he  thought  the  Pro- 
jeft  imprafticable  5  for,  faid  he,. 
"  Charles  can  never  forgive  me  the 
"  Death  of  his  Father."— In  fine, 
this  Bufinefs  eame  to  nothini',  al- 
though his  Lordfhip  had  engaged 
CroK'Zi'e/rs  Wife  and  Daughter  in 
the  Scheme  j  but  he  never  durfl 
let  the  Proteftor  know  that  he 
had  previoufly  treated  with  Charles 
about  it. 

On  the  D<«th  of  the  Prote£\or, 
Lord  Broghill  continued  firmly 
attached  to  his  Son  Richard,  'till 
he  faw  that  the  Honelly  and 
Good-Nature  of  that  worthy  Man 
would  infallibly  render  him  a 
Prey  to  his  many  Enemies,  he 
did  not  think  it  advifable  to  fink 
with  a  Man  he  could  not  fave. — 
The  dark  Clouds  of  Anarchy 
feemed  now  to  be  hovering  over 
the  Britip  Ifland.— Lord  P^rcghill 
faw  the  Storm  gathering,  and  he 
deemed  it  prudent  to  retire  to  hi* 
Command  in  Ireland,  where  he 
Siortly 
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fhortly  after  had  the  Satisfafrion 
of  feeing  Things  take  a  Turn 
extremely  favorable  to  the  Dcfign 
he  had  long  been  well-wiHier  to — 
that  of  the  King's  Reftoration. 
In  this  great  Event,  Lord  Brog- 
hill  was  not  a  little  inftrumental ; 
^nd,  in  Confideration  of  his  emi- 
nent Services,  in  this  Refpeft, 
Ckarles  created  him  Earl  of  Or- 
rery, by  Letters -Patent,  bearing 
DateA^;.  5,  1660, — Hewasfoon 
after  made  one  of  the  Lords  Jiif- 
tices  of  Ireland;  and  his  Con- 
duft,  vv'hile  at  the  Head  of  Af- 
fairs in  that  Kingdom,  was  fuch, 
as  greatly  added  to  the  general 
Efteem  in  which  his  Charader 
was  before  held. 

His  Lordfhip's  a£live  and  free 
Courleof  Life,  at  length,  brought 
upon  him  fome  Dikafes  and  In- 
firmities, which  gave  him  much 
Pain  and  Uneafinefs  }  and  a  Fe- 
ver, which  fell  into  his  Feet, 
joined  to  the  Gout,  wi^h  which 
he  was  oftL-n  afflifted,  abated 
much  of  that  Vigour  which  he 
had  fhewn  in  the  early  Part  of 
his  Life  ;  but  his  Induftry  and 
Applicaton  were  ftill  the  fame, 
and  bent  to  the  fame  Purpofes  ; 
as  appears  from  his  Letters,  which 
ihew  at  once  a  Capacity  and  an 
Attention  to  Bufmefs,  which  do 
Honour  to  that  Age,  and  may 
ferve  as  an  Example  to  this. 

Notv/ithftanding  his  Infirmi- 
ties, on  the  King's  defiring  to  fee 
his  Lordfhip  in  Eng!a7id,  he  went 

over  in  1665. He  found  the 

Court  in  fome  Diforder  j  where 
his  Majefty  was  on  the  Point  of 
removing  the  Great  Earl  of  Cla- 
rendvti,  Lord  High  Chancellor ; 
and  there  was  alfo  a  great  Mif- 
undcrftanding  between  the  Royal 
Brothers. — Lord  Orrery  undertook 
to  reconcile  the  King  with  the 
Duke  of  York  j  which  he  effea- 
ed  by  prevailij^g  oi>  the  latter  to 
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afk  his  Majefty's  Pardon  for  fome 
Steps  he  had  taken  in  Support  of 
the  Chancellor. 

On  his  Return  to  Ireland,  he 
found   himfelf  called    to    a   new 

Scene  of  Adtion. The  Dutch 

war  was  then  in  its  Height  j  and 
the  French,  in  Confederacy  with 
the  Hollanders,  were  endeavouring 
to  ftir  up  the  Ailies  of  Rebellion 
in  Ireland. — Tlie  Duke  de  Beau. 
fort,  Admiral  of  France,  had 
formed  a  Scheme  for  a  Defcenr 
upon  that  Ifland  j  but  this  was 
rendered  abortive  by  the  extraor- 
dinary Diligence,  military  Skill, 
and  prudent  Meafures  of  Lord 
Orrery, 

But,  in  the  Midft  of  all  his 
Labours,  a  Difpute  arofe,  founded 
on  a  mutual  Jealoufy  of  each  o- 
thcr's  Greatnefs,  betwixt  him  and 
his  old  Friend  the  Duke  of  Or- 
niond,  then  Lord  Lieutenant  j  the 
bad  Effefts  of  which  were  foon 
felt  by  both  the  Difputants ;  who 
rcforted  to  England,  to  defend 
their  refpedlive  Ihterefts  and  Pre- 
tenfions  j  both  having  been  at- 
tacked by  fecret  Enemies,  who 
fuggefted  many  Things  to  their 
Prejudice. — This  Quarrel,  tho* 
of  a  private  Beginning,  became 
at  laft  of  a  Public  Nature ;  and, 
producing  firft  an  Attempt  to 
frame  an  Impeachment  againft 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  occanoned 
in  the  End,  by  Way  of  Revenge, 
an    aftual   Impeachment    of    the 

Earl  of  Orrery. He    defended 

himfelf  fo  well,  however,  againft 
a  Charge  of  high  Crimes,  and 
even  of  Treafon  itfelf,  that  the 
Profecution  came  to  nothing.— 
He,  neverthclefs,  loft  his  public 
Employments  ;  but  not  the  King's 
Favour  ;  he  ftill  came  frequently 
to  Court,  andfomttimes  to  Coun- 
cil.— -After  this  Revolurion  in 
his  Affairs,  he  made  feveral  Voy- 
ages to  and  from  Ireland;  was 
often 


o  s 

often  confulted  by  his  Majefty  on 
Affairs  of  the  utmoft  Confe- 
quence  ;  and,  on  all  Occailons, 
gave  his  Opinion  and  Advice  with 
the  Freedom  of  an  honeft  plain 
dealing  Man,  and  a  fincere  Friend  j 
— which  the  King  always  found 
him,  and  r-efpe6led  him  accor- 
dingly. 

In  1678,  being  attacked  more 
cruelly  than  ever  by  his  old  E- 
nemy  tLe  Gout,  he  made  his  laft 
Voyage  to  England,  for  Advice  in 
the  Medical  Way. — But  his  Dif- 
©rder  was  beyond  the  Power  of 
Medicine ;  and  having,  in  his 
laft  Jllnefs,  given  the  ftrongelb 
Proofs  of  Chriiiian  Patience, 
manly  Courage,  and  rational  For- 
titude, he  breathed  his  laft,  on 
the  i6thof  Oc^aZ-f?-,  16795  Jn  the 
59th  Year  of  his  Agf . 

As  to  the  literary  Charafter  cf 
this  amiable  and  worthy  Noble- 
man, it  may  be  given  in  few 
Words. — —His  Wit  was  manly, 
pregnant  i'.nd  folid  j  the  early 
Bloflbms  of  it  were  fair,  but  not 
fairer  than  the  Fruit, — He  wrote 
feveral  political  Trafts  and  fome 
ingenious  Poems  ;  but  the  Pieces 
-Viliicb  particularly  entitled  him 
to  a  Place  in  this  Colleftion,  were 
the  following  Plays,  vix. 

1.  Henry  V.      Trag.     adted 

with  the  peculiar  Favor  of 
the  Rojal  Family. 

2.  MusTAPHA.     Trag.    well 

received. — This  is  written 
in  Rhyme,  which  was  the 
Mode  at  that  Time. 

3.  Black  Prince.     Trag.     a£led 

at  the  Duke  of  Tork\ 
Theatre. 

4.  Tryphon.    Trag.    from  a- 

Story  in  Jofephus. 
OssoRY,    yobn  Bale,    BiOiop 

of. This  learned  Prelate  was 

born  at  Covic  in  Suffolk,  in  1495, 
and,  for  his  early  and  extenfive 
Learning,  made  one  of  the  Car- 
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tnelitti  at  Norivich,  and  from- 
thence  was  entered  a  Student  of 
St.  yohn's  College,  Cambridge. 

He  was  one  of  the  firli  that 
embraced  the  Proteftant  Religion 
before  the  Time  of  the  Refor- 
mation's taking  Place  in  thefe- 
Kingdoms,  on  which  Account  he 
found  himfelf  under  a  Necefiity 
of  flying  to  avoid  the  Perfecutioa 
ofLffBifiiop  oiYork,  and  Stukeley 
Bilhop  of  London.- — He  was,  how- 
ever, recalled  by  King  Ediv.  VI» 
and  made  Bifnop  of  OJJlry  in  Ire- 
land in  1552  5  but,  about  fix 
Months  after  this  Pro-jotion,, 
Qu.  Mary  afccnding  the'  .'hrone, 
he  retired  again  from  the  Dre.;4 
of  Perfecution,  and,  in  his  Voy- 
age to  Brabant,  where  he  intend- 
ed to  have  fought  for  Refuge,  he 
was  taken  by  Pyrates  j  but,  find- 
ing Means  not  long  after  to  pro- 
cure his  Ranfom,  he  found  an- 
Afyium  at  Bafl,  til]  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth came  to  the  Crown,  when^ 
being  once  more  recalled,  he  ra- 
ther chofe  to  accept  of  a  Preben- 
dary of  Canterbury,  than  to  fue 
for  his  former  See  of  GJJhry. 

Bifhop  Bale  died  in  No'vemher 
5563,    being    the   6£th    Year  of 

his  Age, He  was  fo  feverea 

Wrltf:r  againft  the  Church  of 
Rome,  that  his  Books  are  parti- 
cularly prohibited  in  the  expur- 
gatory  Index,  publiHied  at  Madrid, 
in  Folio,  in  the  Year  16675  and 
Wood  accufes  him  of  great  Scur- 
rility and  Abufe  againft  various 
Perfons,  in  his  Book  entitled  De 
Scriptoribas  majoribm  Britatmca, 
He  is  the  earlieft  dramatic  Wri- 
ter in  the  Englip  Language,  or  at 
leaft  Author  of  the  firft  Pieces  of 
that  Kind  that  we  find  in  Print, 
and  his  Writings  in  that  Way, 
that  we  have  been  able  to  trace, 
are  very  numerous,  as  will  be 
feen  in  the  fubfequent  Catalogue 
of  tliem,  <y/,53, 

1.  A- 
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I,  Againji  Momui's  and  Zoi- 
lus's.     A  dramatic  Piece. 

5.  Againft  thofe  ivho  adulterate 
the  Word  of  God.     Ditto. 

3.  Of  Baptifm  and'Teirptation. 

Two  Comedies. 
/}..  Of    Chrijl    luhen    be    teas 

tivel-ve  Years  old.     Com. 
c.  Corruption     of   the    Diiine 

Laivs,     Dramatic  Piece. 

6.  Of  the  Counjeh  of  Bijbops. 
Com. 

7.  God'sPrcmifes.      Interlude. 

8.  Image  of  Love.     Dramatic 

Piece. 

9.  Impoftures  of  Thomas 

Becket.     Dram.  Piece. 
JO.  St.    John    Baptist 
Preaching  in  the  Wildernefs, 
Interlude. 

II.  St.  Jo H  N  the  Baptijl'i  Life. 

Interlude. 

12.  Of  John   King  of  Eng- 

land. 

1 3 .  Concerning  the  Laivs  of  Na- 
ture corrupted.     Com. 

14.  0/"  Lazarus   rais'd  from 
the  Dead.     Com. 

X^.  Of  the  Lord^s  Supper  and 
ivap^ing  of  Feet.     Com- 

16.  Oft  both  Marriages    of  the 

King.     Com. 

17.  Of  the  PaJJion  of  Ch^IZT . 

Two  Comedies. 

18.  Of  the  Sepulture  and  Refur~ 

rcBion.     Two  Comedies. 
J9.  Of  Simon    the    Leper, 
Com. 

20.  Of      the      Temptation      of 
Christ.     Dram.  Piece. 

21.  Treacheries   of  the  Papifts. 

Dram.  Piece. 
Of  thefe  only  thofe  number'd  7, 
10  and  13  have  been  feen  in 
Print ;  the  firft  of  which  has  been 
reprinted  by  Dodf.ey  in  the  firft 
Volume  of  bis  Colleftion  of  old 
Plays,  and  the  only  Copy  I  be- 
lieve extant  of  the  laft  is  preferv- 
ed  in  St.  Sepulchre's  Library  in 
Dublin. — As  to  the  reft  they  are 
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mentioned  by  himfelf,  as  his  own, 
in  his  Account  of  the  Wrifers  of 

Britain  before- mentioned.- He 

alio   tranilated  the  Tragedies    of 
Pammacbius. 

O  T  w  A  Y,    Thomas,    was  not 
more  remarkable,  fays  Gibber,  in 
his  Lives  of  the  Poets,  for  moving 
the  tender  Paffions,  than  for  the 
Variety  of  Fortune  to  which  he 
himfelf  was  fubjefted. — He  was 
the   Son   of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hum- 
phry Otivay,   Reftor  of  JVolbeding 
in   Su£ex',   and   was  born   in   the 
Year  1651. — He  received  his  E- 
ducation  at  Wickcham  School  near 
Winchejier,    and   became   a  Com- 
moner of  Chrift  Church,   in  Ox' 
ford,  in  1669. — But,  on  his  quit- 
ting the  Univerfity,   and  coming 
to   London,   he   turned   Player.— 
His  Succefs  as  an  Aftor  was  but 
indifferent ;  he  was  more  valued 
for  the  Sprightlinefs  of  his  Con- 
verfation  and  the  Acutenefs  of  his 
Wit  ;     which    gained    him    the 
Friendfhip   of   the    Earl  of  Ply- 
mouth, who  procured  him  a  Cor- 
net's Commiflion  in  the  Troops 
which  then  ferved  in  Flanders. 

Poor  Tom  Otivay,  like  the  refl: 
of  the  Wits  and  Bloods  of  every 
Age,  was  but  a  bad  Oeconomift  j 
and  therefore  it  is  no  Wonder 
that  we  generally  find  him  in  very 
neceflitous  Circumftances. — This 
was  particularly  the  Cafe  with 
him  at  his  Return  from  Flandirs. 
— He  was,  moreover,  averfe  to 
the  Military  Profeffion,  and  it  is 
therefore  not  extraordinary,  all 
Things  confidered,  that  Tom  and 
his  Commiffion  foon  quarreled, 
and  parted,  never  to  meet  again. 
After  this,  he  had  Recourfe  to 
writing  for  the  Stage ;  and  now 
it  was  that  he  found  out  the  only 
Employment  that  Nature  feems  to 
have  fitted  him  for. — In  Comedy 
he  has  been  deemed  tco  licentious  ; 
which,  however,  was  no  great 
Objection 
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Objc<S!lion  to  them  in  the  profli- 
gate Days  of  Charles  II. — But  in 
Tragedy  few  of  our  Englijh  Poets 
ever  equalled  him  ;  and  perhaps 
none  ever  exceiled  him,  in  touch- 
ing the  Paffions,  particularly  the 
tender  Paffion. — There  is  gene- 
rally fomething  familiar  and  do- 
ttieftic  in  the  Fable  of  his  Tra- 
gedy, and  there  is  amazing  Ener- 
gy in  his  Expreffion  — The  Heart 
that  does  not  meit  at  the  Dif- 
trefles  of  his  Orphan,  muft  be  hard 
indeed  ! 

But,  tho'  Otivay  pofleffed,  in 
fo  eminent  a.  Degree,  the  rare 
Talent  of  writing  to  the  Heart, 
yet  he  was  not  very  favorably  re- 
garded by  fome  of  his  cotempo- 
iary  Poets ;  nor  was  he  always 
fuccefsful  in  his  dramatic  Compo- 
fitions. — After  experiencing  ma- 
ny Reverfes  of  Fortune,  in  Re- 
gard to  his  Circumftances,  but 
generally  changing  for  the  worfe, 
he  had  at  laft  died  wretchedly  in 
a  Public-Houfe  on  Totoer-Hill, 
wrhither  it  is  fuppofed  he  had  re- 
t  red  to  avoid  the  PrefTure  of  his 
Creditors.— Some  have  faid  that 
downright  Hunger,  compelling 
him  to  fall  too  eagerly  upon  a 
Piece  of  Bread,  of  which  he  had 
been  fome  Time  in  Want,  the 
firft  Mouthful  choaked  him,  and 
initantly  put  a  Period  to  his 
Days. 

His  dramatic  Writings  are, 

1.  Alciejades.     Trag. 

2.  TiTus     and    Berenice. 

Trag. 

3.  Den  Carlos    Prince  of 

Spain.     Trag. 

4.  The  Orphan.      Trag. 

5.  CaiusMarius.     Trag. 

6.  Venice  Prefer'ued,     Trag, 

7.  The  Soldiers  Fortune.  Com, 
g.  The  Atheiji,  or  the   fecond 

Part  of' the  Soldier's  For- 
tune^    Com. 
9,  Friendjhip  in  Fajhion,    Com. 
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Bcfide  th'efe  Piays,  Mr.  Oiivay 
made  feme  Tranflations,  and 
wrote  feveral  Mifcellaneous  Poems. 
—His  whole  Works  are  printed 
in  two  Pocket  Volumes. 

D'OuviLLE,  Geo,  Gerbiery 
Efqj — Of  this  Gentleman  I  know 
nothing  more  than  that,  from 
his  Name,  he  appears  to  have 
been  a  Frenchman,  and  that  Cox- 
eter  has  pofitively  fet  him  down 
as  the  Author  of  one  dramatic 
Piece  never  afted,  but  v/hich,  by 
the  Date,  mufthave  been  w^ritten, 
or  at  leaft  publifhed,  during  the 
Time  of  the  Inter-regnvm. — It  is 
entitled. 

The  Faife  Fat'orite  difgrac''d. 
Tragi-Com- 
All  the  other  Writers  have  in- 
ferted  this  Play  in  their  Cata- 
logues as  anonymous,  excepting 
Langbaine,  who  only  tells  us  that 
it  was  afcribed  to  the  above-men- 
tioned Gentleman. 

Owen,  Robert,  Efq; — Of  this 
Gentleman  I  can  find  no  farther 
Account,  than  that  he  lived  in 
the  Reign  of  Q^^nne,  and  that 
he  received  the  earlier  Parts  of 
his  Education  at  Eton  School, 
from  whence  he  removed,  for  the 
finifhing  of  his  Studies,  to  King''s 
College  in  Cambridge. — He  wrote 
one  dramatic  Piece,  founded  on 
the  Grecian  Hiftory,  and  entitled, 

Hypermnestra.     Trag, 

Ozell,    Mr.  John This 

Writer,  to  whofe  Induftry,  if 
not  to  his  Genius,  the  World 
lies  under  very  confiderable  Ob- 
ligations, received  the  firft  Rudi- 
ments of  his  Education  from  Mr, 
Shaiv,  an  excellent  Grammarian, 
and  Mafter  of  the  Free-School  at 
AJhby  de  la  Zouch  in  Leicejler- 
jhire.  — ^  He  afterwards  compleat- 
ed  his  grammatical  Studies  under 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Mount  ford,  of 
Chrijl's  Hofpital,  wh-re,  having 
attained  a  great  Degree  of  Per- 
feaion 
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feftion  In  the  dead  Languages, 
Wz.  the  Latin,  Greek  and  Hc- 
ireiv,  it  was  next  the  Intention 
of  his  Friends  to  have  fent  him  to 
the  Univerfity  of  Camhridge,  there 
to  finifli  his  Studies,  with  a  View 
to  his  b;cing  admitted  into  Holy- 
Orders. — But  Mr.  O^ell,  averfe 
to  the  Confinement  of  a  College 
Life,  and  perhaps  difinclined  to 
the  clerical  Profeffion,  and  de- 
ilrous  of  being  fooner  brought  out 
into,  and  fettled  in  the  World, 
than  the  regular  Courfe  of  Aca- 
demical Gradations  would  permit, 
/oliicited  and  obtained  an  Em- 
ployment in  a  Public  Office  -of 
Accompts,  with  a  View  to  which 
he  had  taken  previous  Care  to 
qualify  himfclf  by  a  moft  perfe<Sl 
Knowledge  of  Arithmetic  in  all 
its  Branches,  and  a  great  Degree 
of  Excellence  in  writing  all  the 
neceflary  Hands. 

Notwithftanding,  however,  this 
\grave  Attention  to  Bufinefs,  he 
ftill  retained  an  Inclination  for, 
and  an  Attention  to,  even  polite 
Literature ,  that  could  fcarcely 
have  been  expedled  j  a^d,  by  en- 
tering into  much  Converfation 
with  Foreigners  abroad,  and  a 
clofe  Application  to  reading  at 
Home,  he  made  himfelf  Mafter 
of  moft  of  the  living  Languages, 
more  efpecially  the  French,  Ita- 
lian and  Spanijh,  from  all  which, 
as  well  as  from  the  Latin  and 
Greek,  he  has  favoured  the  "World 
with  many  valuable  Tranflations. 
—But,  as  it  is  in  the  Light  of  a 
dramatic  Writer  only  that  he  has 
any  Claim  to  a  Place  in  this  Work, 
I  fliall  not  enter  into  a  Recapitu- 
lation of  any  of  his  Pieces  but 
thofe  which  have  fome  Connec- 
tion with  the  Theatre. — Thefe, 
however,  tho'  all  Tranflations, 
are  very  numerous,  there  being 
included  in  them  an  Englijh  Ver- 
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fion  of  all  the  dramatic  Pieces  of 
that  juftly  celebrated  French  Wri- 
ter, Monf.  Moliere,  beiides  fome 
others  from  Comdlle,  Racine,  Sec. 
the  Titles  of  which  are  all  to  be 
found  in  the  following  Lift. 

1.  AffcSIcd  Ladies,     Com. 

2.  Alexander.     Trag. 

3.  Jbaorous  S^uarrcJ.     Com. 

4.  Amphytrion.     Com. 

5.  Britannicus.     Trag, 
6,.  Cato  0/"  Utica.    Trag, 
"J,  Cheats  of  Scat  ITS!.    Farce, 

8.  Cid.     Trag. 

9.  Coujitejs    of  Escarborg- 
KAS.     Com. 

10.  Don    Gar e IAN    of   Na- 

varre.    Com. 

11.  Fair  of  Saint  Ger  mains. 
Farce. 

12.  Fo re'' d  Marriage.     Com, 

13.  Forced  Phyfci an.     Com. 

14.  Gentleman  Cit.     Com. 

15.  George  Dakdin.  Com. 

16.  Hypochondriack.     Com. 

17.  Imaginary  Cuckold.     Com. 

18.  Impertinents.     Com, 

19.  Impromptu cfYzviAAifLts, 

Com. 

20.  Learned  Ladies.      Com. 

21.  Libertine.     Trag. 

22.  Litigants.     Com. 

23.  Love  the  left  Phyjiciati.    C, 

24.  Magnificent  Lovers.     Com. 

25.  Manhatcr.     Com. 

26.  Manlius  Capitoh- 

Nus.     Trag. 

27.  Melicerta  .        Heroic 

Paftoral. 

28.  Mifer.      Com. 

29.  MonfeurDe'PoXSKCTt.A-VG- 

NEC.     Com. 
^o.  Princefs  of  El  IS.     Dram. 
Piece,  in  three  Parts. 

31.  Psyche.     Opera. 

32.  School  for  Hujbunds.    Com. 

33.  Schopl for  Women.     Com. 

34.  School  for  Women  criticis'd. 
Farce. 

35i  Sicilian.    Com. 

36.  Sir 
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36.  sir-  Martin   Marr  - 

ALL.     Com. 

37.  Tartuffe.  Com. 
Mr.  Ozc/l  had  the  good  Fortune 
to  efcape  all  thofe  Viclflitudes 
and  Anxieties  in  Regard  to  pecu- 
niary Circumftances,  which  too 
frequently  attend  on  Men  of  lite- 
rary Abilities  ;  for,  befiies  that 
he  was,  from  his  earlieft  fetting 
out  in  Life,  conftantly  in  the 
PofTeflion  of  very  good  Places, 
having  been  for  feme  Years  Au- 
ditor-General of  the  City  and 
Bridge  Accounts ;  and,  to  the 
Time  of  his  Deceafe,  Auditor  of 
the  Accounts  of  St.  Paul's  Ca- 
thedral and  St.  Thomas's  Hofpital, 
all  of  them  Pofts  of  confiderable 
Emolument,  a  Gentleman,  who 
was  a  Native  of  the  fame  Coun- 
try Vv'ith  him,  who  had  known 
him  from  a  School-Boy,  and  it  is 
faid  lay  under  particular  Obliga- 
tions to  his  Family,  dying  when 
Mr.  Ozell  was  in  the  very  Prime 
of  Life,  leff  him  fuch  a  Fortune 
as  would  have  been  a  competent 
Support  for  him,  if  he  fhould,  at 
any  Time,  have  chofe  to  retire 
from  Bufinefs  entirely,  which 
however  it  does  not  appear  he 
ever  did, — Our  Author  died  about 
the  Middle  of  OBcber  1743,  and 
was  buried  in  a  Vault  of  a  Church 
belonging  to  the  Parifh  of  St. 
Mary  Aldcrmar.bury  ;  but  what 
Year  he  was  born  in,  and  confe- 
quently  his  Age  at  the  Time  of 
his  Death,  are  Particulars  that  1 
do  not  find  on  Record.  , 

That  Mr.  Ozell  was  rather  a 
Man  of  Application  than  Genius, 
is  apparent  from  many  Circum- 
ftances ;  nor  is  any  Thing,  per- 
haps, a  ftronger  Proof  of  it,  than 
the  very  Employment  he  made 
Choice  of,  fince  it  has  been  much 
oftener  feen,  that  Men  of  bril- 
liant Talents  have  quitted  the 
more  fedentary  Avocations  they 
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have  fortuitoudy  been  bred  tcJ, 
than  that  they  have  fix'd  on  any 
fuch  by  their  own  Eletlion  ;  and 
perhaps  our  Author  is  the  only 
Inftance  of  a  Perfon,  even  of  a 
Turn  to  the  heavier  and  more  ab- 
ftrufe  Branches  of  Literature, 
who  ever  chofe  to  bur)'  the  great- 
eft  Part  of  his  Hours  behind  the 
Defk  of  a  Compting-Houfe, 

Notwithftanding  this  Obferva- 
tion,  however,  Mr.  Qz.cU\  Abi- 
lities,  if  lefs  entertaining,  were 
not  perhaps  lefs  ufeful  to  the 
World,  than  thofe  of  fome  other 
Writers  j  for,  tho'  he  produced 
nothing  originally  his  own,  yet 
he  has  cloathed  in  an  Englip  rfa- 
bit  feveral  very  valuable  Pieces, 
and,  tho'  his  TranHations  may 
not,  perhaps,  have  all  that  Ele- 
gance and  Spirit  which  the  Ori- 
ginals poflefs'd,  yet,  in  the  ge- 
neral, it  muft  be  confefled  that 
they  are  very  juft,  and  convey, 
if  not  the  poetical,  at  leaft  the  li- 
terary Meaning  of  their  refpe£live 
Authors  :  And  indeed,  it  were 
rather  to  be  wi/hed,  that  this 
Writer  had  confined  himfelf  to 
the  Tranflatlon  of  Works  of  a 
more  ferious  Nature,  than  have 
engaged  in  thofe  of  Humour  and 
Genius,  which  were  Qualities  he 
feemed  not  ':o  poilefs  himfelf,  and 
therefore  could  not  do  Juftice  to 
in  others. — MoHere,  more  parti- 
cularly, is  an  Author  of  that  fu- 
perior  Genius,  that  it  would  re- 
quire Abilities  almoft  equal  to  his 
own,  to  tranflate  him  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  as  to  give  him,  in  the 
Cloathing  of  our  own  Language, 
the  perfe£l  Air  and  Manner  of  a 
Native. — There  is  a  peculiar  Spi- 
rit, a  peculiar  Manner,  adapted 
to  the  Dialogue  and  Language  of 
the  Stage,  more  particularly  in 
Comedy,  which  is  only  attainable 
by  Obfervation  and  Praftice,  and 
renders  a  Writer  of  dramatic  Ge- 
■nius 
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nius  alone  properly  qualified  for 
tLeTranflation  of  dramatic  Pieces. 
And  this  is  apparently  theReafon 
that,  notwithftanding  we  have 
many  very  good  Comedies  in  our 
own  Language,  founded  almoft 
entirely  on  taofe  of  Foreign  Au- 
thors, yet  very  few  of  the  Pieces 
themfelves,  from  v/hich  they  have 
been  borrowed,  have  afforded 
much  Pleafure  to  the  Reader,  in 
the  Tranflations  that  have  ap- 
peared of  them.  Celebrated 

as  the  Name  of  Moliere  has  been 
for  above  a  Century  paft,  not- 
•withftanding  that  there  have  been 
more  than  one  perfeft  Trandation 
of  his  Works  publiflied  in  Eng- 
lijh,  yet  I  will  venture  to  affirm, 
that  his  Pieces  are  very  little 
known,  excepting  to  thofe  who, 
from  tbeir  Acquaintance  with  the 
French  Language,  are  enabled  to 
read  them  in  the  Original  ;  nor 
can  I  help  hinting  my  Wifh,  that 
fome  Writer  of  Eminence  would 
undertake  theTafk,  which  would 
beftow  fo  valuable  an  Addition  to 
the  Libraries  of  the  Belles  Lcttrcs, 
introduce  M.  de  Moliere  among 
the  Set  of  our  intimate  Acquaint- 
ances, as  perfeftly  as  Cer<vantes  or 
he  Sage,  and  enable  us  to  con- 
veife  as  familiarly  with  the  Mrfer 
and  Hypcckondrlac  of  the  one,  as 
with  the  DonSiuixote  Tm^GilBlat 
of  the  others. — But  this  is  a  Di- 
greffion  for  which  I  beg  Pardon, 
and  will  therefore  proceed. 

Mr.  Ox,ell  feems  to  have  had  a 
more  exalted  Idea  of  his  own  A- 
bilities  than  the  World  feemed 
willing  to  allow  them,  for,  on 
his  being  introduced  by  Mr.  Tope 
into  the  Diinciad,  ( for  what  Caufe 
however  does  not  appear)  he  pub- 
lifhed  a  very  extraordinary  Adver- 
tifement,  figned  with  his  Name, 
in  a  Paper  called  the  Weekly  Med- 
ley, Sept.  1729,  in  which  he  ex- 
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preHes  his  Refentment^  and  at 
the  farru  '.!"  n.^t  draws  a  Cornpa- 
rifon,  in  his  own  Favor. r^  be- 
tween Mr.  Pope  and  h  m'clf.  both 
with  Refpedt  to  Learnm  ■  nj  po- 
etical Genius. — The  /i:v\  'Ife- 
ment  at  length  may  be  leen  in 
the  Notes  to  the  Dunclad. — But, 
tho'  I  confefs  I  cannot  readily 
fubfcribe  to  this  felf-affum'd  Pre- 
ference, yet,  as  Mr.  Coxeter  in- 
forms us,  that  his  Converfation 
was  furprizingly  agreeable,  and 
his  Knowledge  of  Men  and  I'hings  .. 
confiderable  ,•  and,  as  it  is  probable 
that,  with  an  Underftanding  fome- 
what  above  the  Comaion  Rank,  . 
he  poffefTed  a  confiderable  Share 
of  Good-Nature,  I  will  readily 
allow,  that  a  Perfon  of  this  Cha- 
rafter  might  be  much  more  ami- 
able than  one  of  a  greater  Bril- 
liance of  Parts,  if  deficient  in 
thefe  good  Qualities. 
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PP.  Monfieur.—\x\  this  Man- 
ner, but  without  giving  us 
any  Explanations  of  thefe  Ini- 
tials, has  Langbaine  diltinguiihed 
the  Author  of  a  mufical  dramatic 
Piece,  performed  in  K.  Cha,  IPs 
Reign,  entitled, 

Ariaeike.     Opera. 

P.  R. — Coxeter,  in  his  Notes, 
has  given  us  the  full  Title  of  a 
very  old  Play,  with  thefe  Letters 
in  the  Title-Page,  called, 

A  p  p  I  17  s  and  Vi  R  g  i  n  IvA. 
Tragi -Com. 
Neither  hanghai-ne,  Jacob,  nor 
fFhii-:cop\  Editor,  have  taken  any 
Notice  of  fhis  Play  ;  but  Chet- 
ivood  (Britifh  Theatre,  p.  21,) 
mentions  the  Piece,  v/ith  its  very 

[  B  b  j  e.rly 
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early  Date  of  1575,  but  has  not 
hinted  at  any  Author's  Name  or 
initials^ 

P.  S. — Thefe  Letters  are  pre- 
fixed to  a  Tranflation  of  one  of 
Seneca's  Tragedies,  to  which  are 
added  Poems  on  feveral  Occa- 
fions,  all  which  Langbaine  ima- 
gines ought  to  be  afcribed  to  Sa- 
muel For  da^^e,  Efq;  of  whom  here- 
after.—The  Title  of  the  Play  is 

Troades. 

p.  T.  -—  Thefe  Initial  Letters 
are  printed  to  two  Plays,  both 
publifhed  in  Charles  XFs  Reign. 
Tho'  at  fifteen  Years  Diftance 
from  each  other,  yet  it  is  not 
improbable  they  might  both  be 
the  Work  of  the  fame  Author. — 
In  looking  back  to  the  Writers  of 
that  Time,  I  can  find  only  one 
dramatic  Author  whofe  Name 
will  correfpond  with  thefe  Let- 
ters, and  that  is  Thomas  Porter^ 
Efqj  of  whom  I  fhall  have  Oc- 
cafion  to  make  farther  Men- 
tion.*  It  is  indeed  only  Con- 

jefture  j  yet,  as  the  Walk  of 
Writing  in  both  thefe  Pieces  is 
the  fame  with  thofe  which  are 
declaredly  that  Gentleman's,  as 
the  Dates  of  all  come  within  a 
reafonable  Compafs  as  to  Time, 
as  it  was  no  uncommon  Pradlife 
at  that  Period  for  known  Authors 
to  fubfcribe  only  Initials  to  their 
Works,  and  as,  laftly,  Mr.  Lang- 
baine feems  to  hint  at  Mr.  Psr- 
fer's  having  written  more  than  had 
come  to  his  Knowledge,  I  hope  I 
a»aU  be  pardoned,  on  all  thefe 
Circuroftances  of  Probability,  if  I 
prefume  to  attribute  thefe  two 
Pieces  to  him.— Their  refpective 
Titles  are, 

1.  French  Conjuror.     Com. 

2.  Wit:y  Combat.     Tragi-Com. 
Palsgrave,  Rev.  Mr,  John. 

—-This  learned  and  ancient  Wri- 
ter flouriihed  in  the  Reigns  of 
Henry  VII.      and  Henrj    VIII. 
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— Kfe  received  his  Grammatjcs! 
Learning  at  London,  in  which 
City  he  was  born, — He  fludied 
Logic  and  Philofophy  at  Cam' 
bridge,  at  which  Univerfity  he  rc- 
fided  till  he  had  attained  the  De- 
gree, of  Batchelor  of  Arts,  after 
which  he  went  to  Paris,  where 
he  fpent  feveral  Years  in  the  Stu- 
dy of  Philofophical  and  other 
Learning,  took  the  Degree  of 
Mafter  of  Arts,  and  acquired  fuch 
Excellence  in  the  Fre/ich  Tongue, 
that,  in  15 14,  when  a  Treaty  of 
Marriage  was  negociated  between 
Louis  mi.  King  of  France,  and 
the  Princefs  Mary,  Sifter  of 
King  Henry  VlII.  of  England, 
Mr.  Pal/grave  was  chofen  to  be 
her  Tutor  in  that  Language. — 
But  Louis  XII.  dying  almoft  im- 
mediately after  his  Marriage, 
Palfgrave  attended  his  fair  Pupil 
back  to  England,  where  he  taught 
the  French  Language  to  many  of 
the  young  Nobility,  obtained  good 
Church  Preferment,  and  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  King  one  of  his 
Chaplains  in  Ordinary. 

In  the  Year  163 1,  he  fettled 
at  Oxford  for  fome  Time,  and  the 
next  Year  was  incorporated  Maf- 
ter of  Arts  in  that  Univerfity,  as 
he  had  before  been  in  that  of 
Paris,  and  a  few  Days  after  was 
admitted  to  the  Degree  of  Bat- 
chelor of  Divinity. 

At  this  Time  he  was  highly 
efteemed  for  his  Learning  ;  and, 
what  is  very  remarkable,  the'  aa 
Englijhman,  he  was  the  firft  Au- 
thor who  reduced  the  French 
Tongue  under  grammatical  Rules, 
or  that  had  attempted  to  fix  it  ta 
any  Kind  of  Standard,  which  he 
undertook,  and  that  with  great 
Ingenuity  and  Succefs,  in  a  large 
Work  which  he  published  in  that 
Language  at  London^  entitled, 
VEcclairci Dement  de  la  Language 
Francois,  containing  three  Books, 
io 
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in  a  thick  Folio,  1 530,  to  which 
ht  has  prefixed  a  large  Introduc- 
«»on  in  Englijb.  —  So  that  the 
^Vemr;?)  Nation  feems  to  ftand  in- 
debted to  our  Country  originally, 
for  that  Univciiality  which  their 
X.anguage  at  prefent  poffefTes,  and 
on  which   they  h    greatly  pride 

thcmfelves. Thefe   Works, 

however,  would  not  have  entitled 
-him  to  a  Place  in  this  Regifter  of 
Authors,  had  he  not  tranflated 
into  the  Etiglifij  a  Latin  Play, 
written  by  one  l-Fill.  Fulloni-us  (an 
Author  then  living  at  Hagen  in 
Holland)   entitled 

AccoLASTus.  Com. 

When  Mr.  Paljgrave  was  born, 
or  to  what  Age  he  lived,  are  Par- 
ticulars which  I  have  not  been 
able  to  trace  5  yet,  from  the  Con- 
currence of  various  Fadts,  I  can- 
not fuppofe  him  to  have  been 
much  lefs  than  fixty  Years  of 
Age  at  the  Time  of  his  publifiiing 
the  above-mentioned  Ti'anflation, 
which  was  in  the  Year  1 540. 

Patrick,  The  Rev.  Dr.  5. 
Of  this  Gentleman,  who  I  ima- 
gine is  ilill  living,  I  know  no- 
thing farther  to  entitle  him  to  a 
Place  in  this  Work,  than  his 
having  favoured  the  World  with 
a  very  careful  and  accurate  Edi- 
tion, with  a  very  perfe£l  Tranf- 
lation,  Page  againft  Page,  of  the 
Works  of  the  Latin  Comic  Poet, 
Terence,     in    three    Vol.     izmo. 

■^745* 

Pa  TT I  SON,  Mr.— This  Gen- 
tleman wrote  one  dramatic  Piece, 
which  was  never  a(rted,  having 
been  refufed  a  Licence  from  the 
Lord  Chamberlain's  Office. — It 
did  not,  however,  want  Merit, 
and  is  in  Print  by  the  Title  of 

Arminius.     Trag. 

Peaps,  Mr.  William. — Lang- 
iaine,  who  lived  the  neareft  to 
the  Time  of  Pablkation  of  the 
dramatic  Piece  I  am  on  the  Point 
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of  mentioning,  has  inferted  it  in 
his  Catalogue  of  Plays  by  un- 
known Authors,  and  only  tells 
us,  that  it  was  fuppofed  by  Kirk- 
man,  but  on  what  Ground  he 
knows  not,  to  have  been  written 
hy  one  Peaps,  from  which  it  is 
apparent  it  had  been  only  pub-' 
lifhed  anonymous. — Jacobs  Gil- 
Jon  and  Whincop,  however,  have, 
on  this  Authority,  pofatively  ai- 
fixed   the   Right   ot   it    to    that 

Name. But  Cbetivooci,  in  his 

Britijh  Theatre,  has  gone  ftill  far- 
ther, and  annexed  the  Chriftian 
Name  I  have  made  Ufe  of  at  the 
Head  of  this  Article. — How  far 
he  is  right  in  this  Particular,  or 
on  what  Foundation  he  has  fo 
done,  I  know  not. — It  is,  how- 
ever, agreed  by  all  the  Writers, 
that  the  Author  lived  in  th« 
Reign  of  Charles  I.  and  was  a  Stu- 
dent at  Eton,  as  alfo  that  the 
Piece  was  compofed  when  he  was 
but  feventeen  Years  of  Age, 
which  Information  I  fuppofe  they 
derive  from  the  Date,  Title  - 
Page  and  Preface  to  the  Piece  it° 
felf. — It  is  entitled. 

Love  in  its  Extafy.  Paft. 
Coxeter,  in  his  MS.  Notes,  has 
made  a  Quaere  with  Regard  to  the 
Spelling  of  the  Author's  Name, 
fuppofing  that  it  might  have  been 
one  Pcpys  of  Cottenham  in  Cam- 
bridgepire,  of  which  Family  was 
Secretary  Pepys, 

Peele,  George,  M.  A.— This 
Poet,  who  flourifhed  in  the  Reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  was  a  Native 
of  De'vonjhire,  from  whence,  be- 
ing fent  to  Eroadgate's  Hall,  he 
was,  fome  Time  afterwards,  made 
a  Student  of  Cbrijl  Church  College, 
Oxford,  about  the  Year  1573, 
where,  after  going  thro'  all  the 
feveral  Fgrms  of  Logic  and  P,hi- 
iofophy,  and  taking  all  the  ne- 
cciTary  Steps,  he  was  admitted  to 
his  Matter  of  Ar|ts  Degree  in 
[  Bb  2  ]  1579- 
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1579.— After  this  it  appears  that 
he  removed  to  Lof:don,  vvhere  he 
maintained  the  Eftimation  in  his 
Poetical  Capacity  which  he  Imi 
acquired  at  the  Univerfity,  and 
which  feerns  to  have  been  of  no 
inconfiderable  Rank. — He  was  a 
good  paftoral  Poet,  and  f-Food  in- 
iorms  u?,  that  his  Plays  were  not 
01  ly  often  a<fted  with  great  Ap- 
plaufe  in  his  Life-Time,  but  did 
alfo  endure  reading,  with  due 
•  Commendation,  many  Years  af- 
ter his  Death.— He  fpeaks  of  him, 
however,  as  a  more  voluminous 
Writer  in  that  Way  than  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been,' mentioning 
his  dramatic  Pieces  by  the  Dif- 
tiaftion  of  Tragedies  and  Come- 
dies,, and  has  given  us  a  Lift  of 
thofe  which  he  fays  he  had  feen, 
but  in  this  he  muft  have  made 
feme  jvliflake,  as  he  has  divided 
the  feverai  Incidents  in  one  of 
them,  vix:.  his  Edwa,  d  I.  in 
uich  Manner  as  to  make  the  Life 
cf  Lleivellin,  and  the  Sir.king  of 
^eeK  Elinoi',  two  detached  and 
i'eparate  Pieces  of  themfeives  j 
the  Error  of  w^hich  will  be  feen 
in  thePerufai  of  the  whole  Ti- 
tle of  this  Play  {Fid,  Vol.  L 
Edward  I.)  —  He,  moreovei-, 
ie!ls  us,  that  the  lafl-mentioned 
Piece,  together  with  a  Ballad  on 
the  fame  Subjeft,  yvas,  in  his 
Time,  ufually  fold  by  the  com- 
mon Ballad  Mongers. — The  real 
Tities  of  the  PJays  written  by 
this  Author ,  and  which  are  but 
two  in  Number,  are, 

1.  Davix)  and  Batitsheba. 

Trag. 

2,  Edward   the  FirJ}.     Hift. 

Play. 
Wood  and   WinftanUy,    mifguided 
by  former  Catalogues,    have  alfo 
attributed  to  iim  another  Trage- 
dy, entitled, 

Alphonsus,  Emperor  of  Czh- 

many. 
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But  this  Langhaine  aflures  us  was 
written  by  Chapman,  he  himfelf 
having  the  Play  in  his  PoflTeirion, 
with  that  Author's  Name  to  it. 

\n  the  latter  End  of  Q_uten£//'.. 
Kabeth\  Reign,  that  is  to  fay  in 
1699,  ^°°d.  tells  us  Mr.  Peek 
was  living,  and  in  his  Middle 
Age,  but  is  not  able  to  inform  us 
when  or  where  he  died  ;  on  w  hieh 
Account  he  clofes  with  an  Obfer- 
vation. which  I  am  forry  Hiftory 
does  not  enable  me  to  contradift, 
'ui:^.  "  that  fo  it  is,  and  always 
*•  hath  been,  that  moft  Poets  die 
"  poor,  and  confequently  ob- 
"  fcurely,  and  a  hard  Matter  it  is 
*'  to  trace  them  to  their  Graves.'' 

Pembroke,  Mary  Herbert , 
Countefs  of. — This  Noble  Female 
Author  was  Wife  of  Hetiry  Earl 
of  Pembroke,  and  lived  in  the 
Reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and 
King  famei  I. — She  was  alfo  the 
Sifter  of  the  famous  Sir  Philip 
Sidney,  to  whom  that  great  Ge- 
nius dedicated  his  incomparable 
Romance  called  the  Arcadia,  and 
from  whom  it  has  been  almoft 
conftantly  named  the  Countefs  of 
Pembroke'' i  Arcadia.  —  This  Cir- 
cumftance  was  of  itfelf  fufficient 
to  have  entailed  Immortality  on 
her  Memory ;  but  her  Mei-its 
flood  in  Need  of  no  derived  Ho- 
nour, being  in  themfeives  entitled 
to  the  higheft  Praife  and  Com- 
mendation.— She  was  not  only  a 
Lover  of  the  Mules,  but  alfo  a 
great  Encourager  of  pclite  Lite- 
rature J  a  Quality  not  very,  fre- 
quently met  with  among  the  Fair. 
And,  not  contented  with  afford- 
ing her  Sanftion  to  thofe  Talents 
in  others,  /he  was  careful  to  cul- 
tivate them,  and  fet  Example-  of 
the  Ufe  of  them  in  her  own  Per- 
fon.— In  the  dramatic  Way,  on 
which  Account  fhe  is  entitled  to 
a  Place  here,  fhe  tranilated  one 
Piece  from  the  French,  call'd. 

An- 
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An  TON  I  us.  Trag. 
Coxeter  lays  that,  with  the  AiTift- 
gnce  of  her  Lord's  Chaplain,  Dr. 
'dr'uaje  Babington,  afterwards  Bi- 
fhop  of  Exeter,  rt-ie  made  an  exacSl 
Tranflation  of  the  Fjalm%  of  Da- 

'vid  into  Englip  Metre. He, 

however,  makes  a  Quere  as  to 
their  being  ever  printed  j  but 
Wood  (Athen.  Oxon.  Vol.  I.  p, 
184.)  afcribes  fuch  a  Tranflation 
to  her  Brother  Sir  Philip  Sidney, 
and  informs  us  that  it  is  in  MS. 
in  the  Library  of  the  Earl  of  Pern- 
broke  at  Wilton,  curioufly  bound 
in  a  Crimfon  Velvet  Cover,  left 
.thereto  by  this  Lady 

Li  what  Year  ^e  was  born, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  j 
but  it  is  apparent  that  fhe  was 
not  married  in  1597,  from  the 
Dedication  ( of  that  Date )  to 
Fciiron's  Tragical  Difcourfes,  in 
which  flie  is  addreffed  by  the  Ti- 
tle of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lady 
Mary  Sidney.  —  She  died  at  her 
Houi'e  in  Alderfgatefircet,  London, 
Sep.  25,  1621,  and  lies  in  the 
Cathedral  Church  of  Salifbury, 
among  the  Giaves  of  the  Ptm- 
hrokian  Famiiy. 

I  cannot  ciofe  my  Account  of 
this  moft  excellent  Lady,  better 
than  by  tranfcribing  for  my  R.ea- 
ders  the  Character  given  of  her 
by  Francis  OJhorn,  in  his  Memoirs 
tf  the  Reign  oj  AT/??^  James,  Para- 
graph 24. 

"  She  was  (fays  he)  that  Sif- 
''  terof  SirP/)r7//>  Sidney,  to  whom 
'^  Ihe  addrefTed  his  Arcadia,  and 
**  of  whom  he  had  no  other  Ad- 
'*  Y:;^ntage  than  what  he  received 
♦'  from  the  partial  Benevolence 
*'  of  Fortune  in  making  him  a 
♦*  P>/Ian  ;  v.'hich  yet  ihe  did,  in 
**  fome  Judgments,  recompenfe 
**  in  Beauty,  her  Pea  being  no- 
•*  thing  fhortof  his,  as  I  am  rea- 
**  dy  to  atteft,  fo  far  as  fo  infe- 
<*  lior  a  Reafon  may  be  taken, 
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"  having  feen  incomparable  Let' 
**  ters  of  hers. — But,  left  J  fliouid 
**  feem  to  trefpafs  upon  Truth, 
**  which  few  do  unfuborned  (as  I 
"  proteft  I  am,  unlefs  by  her 
*'  Rhetoric)  I  ftall  leave  the 
*'  World  her  Epitaph,  in  which 
*'  the  Author  doth  manifeft  him- 
"  felf  a  Poet  in  all  Things  but 
"  Untruth." 

Underneath  this  f able  Hearje 
Li;s  the  Subjeci  of  all  Ferfe  j 
Sydney'5    Sijler ,      Pembroke*5 

Mother, 
Death  !  ier  thou  kilVJi  fuch  an- 
other J 
Fair  and  good,  andlearn'd aspe. 
Time  Jhall  throiv  a  Dart  at  thee. 
Marble  Piles  let  no  Man  raife 
To  her  Fame, — -for  after  Days 
Some  kind  Vt  o:nan,   born  as  f:>£y 
Reading  tvis.  like  Niobe, 
Shall  turn  Statue,  and  become 
Both  her  Mourner,  and  her  Tomb, 

Phillips,  \1t.  Ambroff,  wi\s 
defcended  from  a  very  ancient  and 
confiderable  Family  of  that  Name 
in  Leicejler/bire.  — He  was  born,  as 
I  fhould  imagine,  not  much  later 
than  1680,  and  received  his  Edu- 
cation at  St.  ^0;6//s  College,  Cam-^' 
bridge  5  during  his  Stay  at  which 
Univerfity  he  wrote  his  Paftoralsj 
which  acquird  hiiti  ;;t  the  Time 
fo  high  a  Reputatiori„  and  con- 
cerning the  P/lerits  of  which  the 
Critical  World  has  fmce  been  ft> 
much  divided  j  and  alfo  a  Life  of' 
John  Williams,  Lord  Keeper  of 
the  Great  Seal,  Biihop  of  Lincoln, 
and  ArchbiHiop  of  York,  in  the 
Reignspf  King  j^flCTf.r  and  Cha.  I. 
in  which  are  iclated  fome  re- 
markable Occurrences  in  thofe 
Times,  both  in  Church  and  State  y 
with  an  Appendix,  giving  an  Ac- 
count of  his  Benefaflions  to  St. 
.  JoJm^  College.— This  Work  Cib- 
ber  feems  to  imagine  Mr.  PkiUips 
[  B  b  3  ]  made 
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inade  Ufe  of  the  better  to  nnake 
known  his  own  political  Princi- 
ples, which,  in  the  Courfe  of  it, 
he  had  a  free  Opportunity  of  do- 
ing, as  the  Archbifliop,  who  is 
the  Hero  of  his  Work,  was  a 
ftrong  Opponent  to  the  High 
Church  Meafures. 

When  he  quitted  the  Univer- 
fity,  and  came  to  London,  he  be- 
came a  conftant  Attendant  at,  and 
one  of  the  Wits  of,  Buttotis  Cof  • 
fee-Houfe,  where  he  obtained  the 
Friend/hip  and  Intimacy  of  many 
of  the  celebrated  Geniufes  of  that 
Age,  more  particularly  of  Sir 
Richard  Steele,  who,  in  the  firft 
Volume  of  his  Tatler,  has  in- 
ferred a  little  Pcem  of  Mr.  Phil- 
lips's,  which  he  calls  a  Winter 
Fiece,  dated  from  Copenhagen,  and 
addrefTed  to  the  Earl  of  Dorfet,  on 
which  he  beftows  the  higheft  En- 
comiums J  and,  indeed,  fo  much 
Juftice  is  there  in  thefe  his  Com- 
mendations, that  even  Mr.  Pope 
himfelf,  who,  for  Reafons  that  I 
■ftall  prefently  mention,  had  a 
fixed  AverfioA  for  the  Author, 
while  he  afiefted  to  defpife  his  o- 
ther  Works,  ufed  always  to  ex- 
cept this  from  the  Number, 

The  firii  Dlflike  Mr.  Pope  con- 
csived  agsinft  Mr.  Phillips,  pro- 
ceededifiom  that  Jealoufy  of  Fame 
which  was  fo  confpicuous  in 
tiic  Charatler  of  that  great  Poet, 
for  Sir  Richard  Steele,  who,  as  I 
have  before  obferved,  was  an  Ad- 
mirer  of  Phillips,  had  taken  fo 
ftrong  a  Liking  to  the  Paftorals  of 
--the  latter,  as  to  have  formed  a 
Djfign  foi  a  critical8Com|)arifon 
of  them  with  thofe  of  Pop«,  in 
the  Conclufion  of  which  the  Pre- 
ference was  to  have  been  given  to 
Phillips. — This  Defign,  however, 
coming  to  Mr.  Papers  Knowledge, 
that  Gentleman,  who  could  not 
tear  a  Rival  near  the  Throne, 
determined  to  ward  off  this  Stroke, 
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by  a  Stratagem  of  the  moft  artfu 
Kind,  vi'hich  was  no  other  than 
taking  the  Aime  Taik  on  himfelf, 
and,  in  a  Paper  in  the  Guardian, 
by  drawing  the  like  Comparifon, 
and  giving  a  like  Preference,  but 
on  Principles  of  Criticifm  appa- 
rently fallacious,  to  point  out  the 
Abfurdity  of  fuch  a  Judgment.— 
However,  notwithftanding  the 
Ridicule  that  was  drawn  on  him 
in  Confequence  of  his  ftanding  as 
it  were  in  Competition  with  fo^ 
povs'erful  an  Antagonill,  I  cannot 
help  giving  it  as  my  Opinion 
that  there  are,  in  fome  Parts  of 
Phillips's  Paftoralr,  f  erta'n  Strokes 
of  Nature,  and  a  Degree  of  Sim- 
plicity, that  are  much  better  fuit- 
ed  to  the  Purpofes  of  Paftoral, 
than  the  more  correftly  turned 
Periods  of  Mr.  Pope's  Verfifica- 
tion. — But,  as  I  am  on  the  Sub 
je<5l  of  Paftoral  Writing,  I  cannot 
omit  obferving  that  we  have  an 
Author  at  prefent  living,  who 
feems,  tho'  lefs  noticed  than  ei- 
ther of  thefe  Gentlemen,  not 
only  to  excell  them  both,  but 
even  every  other  Writer  of  this 
or  any  other  Period ;  nor  do  I 
doubt  that  many  of  my  Readers 
will  join  with  me  in  Opinion,  if 
they  either  have  read,  or  will 
give  themfelves  the  Pleafure  of 
perufing,  Mr.  Shenftone's  little 
Pieces,  publlfhed  in  the  IVth 
Volume  of  Dodjleys  Collection  of 
Poems,  particularly  one  Poem,  en- 
titled a  Paftoral  Ballad,  in  four 
Parts,  confifting  of  Abjcnce,  Sol- 
licit  ude,  Hope  and  Dijappointment , 
But  to  proceed. — Mx\Phil'.ifi  and 
Mr.  Pope  be:ng  of  different  Poli- 
tical Principles,  was  another  Caufe 
of  Enmity  between  them,  which 
arofe  at  length  to  fo  great  a 
Height,  that  the  former,  finding 
his  Antagonift  too  hard  for  him 
at  the  V/eapon  of  Wit,  had  even 
deternained  on  making  Ufe  of  a 
rougher 
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rougher  Kind  of  Argument,    for    Confequence.— He  was  concerned 
which   Purpofe  he  even  went  fo    with  Dr.  Hugh  Boulter,  afterwards 


far  as  to  hang  up  a  Rod  zt  But 
tons  for  the  Chaftifement  of  his 
Adverfary  whenever  he  fhould 
come  thither,  which,  however, 
Mr.  Pope  dechning  to  do,  avoid- 
ed the  yirgumentum  baculinunty  in 
which  he  would,  no  doubt,  have 
found  himfelf  on  the  weakeft  Side 
of  the  Qu^eftion. 


Arch.h'x^o'^  o(  Armagh,  the  Right 
Hon.  Richard  Weji,  Efq;  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Irelard,  the  Rev, 
Mr.  Gilbert  Burnet,  and  the  Rev., 
Mr.  Henry  Stevens,  in  writing  a 
Series  of  Papers  called  the  Free 
Thinker,  which  were  all  publish- 
ed together  by  Mr.  Fhillips,  in 
three  vol.    in  i2mo. In  the 


Befides    Mr.  Pope,    there  v  ere  latter  Part  of  Queen  yfwwe's  Reign, 

fome    other   Writers     who    have  he  was  Secretary  to   the  Hano'ver 

written  in  Eurlefque  of  Mr.  Phil-  Club,  who  were  a  Set  of  Nobie- 

lips''s   Poetry,    which  was  fingu-  men     and    Gentlemen    who   had 

lar   in  its  Manner, -and   not  dif-  formed  an  AfTociation  in  Honour 

ficult    to    imitate,     particularly  of  that   Succeffion,    and  for  the 


Mr.  Henry  Carey,  who,  by  fome 
Lines  in  Phillips's  Stile,  and  which 
were  for  fometime  thought  to  be 
Dean  S'U'ift''s,  fixed  on  that  Au- 
thor the  Name  of  Namby  Pamby  j 
and  Plaiukirs  Brcwne,  Efqj  in  his 
Poem  called  a  Pipe  of  Tobacco, 
which,  however,  is  written  with 
great  good  Humour,  and,  tho' 
intended  to  burlejque,  is  by  no 
Means  defigned  to  ridicule  Mr. 
PdHUii,  he  having  taken  the  ve- 
ry fanrae  Liberty  with  S'lvift,  Pope, 
Thornjon,  Young  and  Cibber, 

As  a  dramatic  Writer,  our  Au- 
tiicr  has  certainly  conliderabJe 
Merit. — All  his  Pieces  of  that 
Kind  met  with  Succefs,  and  one 
of  them  is  at  this  Time  a  Stan- 
dard of  Entertainment  at  both 
Theatres,  being  generally  repeat. 


Support  of  its  Interefls,  and  wha 
ufed  particularly  to  diftinguifh  in 
their  Toafts  fuch  of  the  Fair  Sex 
as  were  moft  zealoufly  attached 
to  the  illuftrious  Honfe  of  Brunf- 
ivick. — In  Honour  of  which  La- 
dies our  Bard  wrote  the  foliowihg 
Lines, 

While  theje,  the  chofen  Beauties 
of  our  JJle, 

Propitious  on  the  Caufe  of  Free- 
dom fmile  j 

The  rap3  Pretevder''s  Hopes  %ve 
may  defpife, 

And  trufi  Britannia'5  Safety  to 
their  Eyes. 

Mr.  Thillips's  Station  in  this 
Club,  together  with  the  Zeal 
fliewn  in   his  Writings,    recom- 


ed  feveral  Times  in  every  Seafon.     mending  him  to  the  Notice  and 


The   Titles  of  them  all,    being 
three  in  Number,  are, 

1.  The  Briton.      Trag. 

2.  Difreji  Mother.     Trag. 

3.  Humphry  Duke  of  Clov- 

crsTER.  Trag. 
Mr.  ThiU!pi,\  Circumllances  were 
in  general,  through  his  Life,  not 
only  eafy,  but  rather  affluent,  in 
Confequence  of  his  being  ccn- 
nefted,  by  his  political  Principles, 
with  Perfons  of  great  Rank  and 


Favour  of  the  new  Government, 
he  was,  foon  after  the  Acceflion 
of  King  George  I.  put  into  the 
Commillion  of  the  Peace,  and 
appointed  one  of  the  Com.miffion- 
ers  of  the  Lottery. — And,  on  his 
Friend  Dr.  Boultons  being  made 
Primate  of  Ireland,  he  accompa- 
nied that  Prelate  acrofs  St.  George" ^ 
Channel,  where  he  had  confider- 
able  Preferments  beftow."d  on 
him,  and  was  ele6\ed  a  Member 
of 
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»f  the  Houfe  of  Commons  thefe, 
as  Reprefentative  for  the  County 
of  Armagh, 

At  length,  having  purchafed 
an  Annuity  for  Life  of  four  hun- 
dred Pounds /)fr  Annum,  he  came 
over  to  EngLuid  Tome  Time  in 
the  Year  1748,  but,  having  a 
very  bad  State  of  Health,  and  be- 
ing moreover  of  an  advanced  Age, 
he  died  foon  after,  at  his  Lodgings 
near  Vauxhali,  in  Surry. 

Phillips,  Mr.  Edward. — Of 
this  Gentleman  I  can  trace  no- 
thing farther  than  his  Name,  that 
he  was  a  Writer  of  the  laft  Reign, 
and  produced  four  little  dramatic 
Pieces,  entitled, 

I.  Britons /Irike  Home.     Farce. 

s.  Chambermaid.      Ball,  Opera. 

3.  Li'very     Rake    and    Country 

Lafs.     Opera. 

4,  Mock  Laivyer.     Farce. 
Phillips,  Mr.  John. — This 

Name  is  put  to  the  three  follow- 
ing Pieces,  none  of  which,  I  be- 
lieve were  ever  afted  5  the  firft 
and  laft  of  them,  however,  be- 
ing written  entirely  on  Party 
Subjefts,  and  at  a  Time  that 
every  A£1:  of  Zeal  fhewn  for  the 
intcreft  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover^ 
which  was  as  yet  not  fo  firmly 
eftabliihed  in  the  Hearts  of  the 
People,  as  it  has  fince  moft  hap- 
pily and  moft  defervedly  render'd 
itfeJf,  met  with  a  generous  and 
kind  Return,  Mr.  Chet^vood  has 
informed  us,  that  the  Author  re- 
ceived a  handfome  Prefent  from 
the  Government,  in  Confid°ratioa 
of  tliem  — The  Compiler  of  ^^'/«- 
fop's  Catalogue  feems  to  funnife, 
that  this  Name  of  Phillips  was 
aot  a  real,  but. only  an  affumed 
cne,  but  on  what  Grounds  he 
builds  his  Suppo'fition  I  know  not, 
as  I  can  fee  no  Reafon  why  an 
Author,  who  only  wrote  in  Con- 
tempt of  an  unjuftifiable  Rebel-' 
Iion,  aod  in  Ridicule  of  the  pro- 
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Se&i  or  detected  Enemies  of  ^ 
juft  and  an  amiable  Monarchj 
ihould  either  be  afraid  or  aihamed 
of  as  openly  declaring  his  Name 
as  his  Opinions. — Be  this  as  it 
will,  the  Titles  of  the  Pieces  pub- 
lifhed  under  this  Name,  (the  fe- 
cond  of  which,  however,  I  find 
mentioned  by  nobody  bat  Coxeta) 
are  as  follow, 

1.  Earl  of  Mavl  marred.  Farce. 

2.  Inquijition.     Farce. 

3.  Pretender^  Flight.      Farce. 
Phillips,    Mr.  R. This 

Writer's  Name  is  mentioned  by 
Coxeter,  as  Author  of  a  Series  of 
poetical  Stories,  printed  in  4ro. 
1683,  under  the  Title  of  The 
ViBory  of  Cupid  ever  the  Gods  and 
GoddeJJ'es,  and  of  one  dramatic 
Piece,  dated  1701.   entitled. 

Fatal  Incovfancy.     I'rag.      Vid, 
Appendix. 

Phillips,  V/illiam,  Efq; — 
Whether  this  Gentleman  was  a 
Native  of  Ireland  or  not,  ^acob 
has  informed  us  that  he  waii  edu- 
cated in  that  Kingdom,  and  that 
he  w,ote  a  Tr.-fcdy,  entitled 

The  Re-vengsful  ^een. 
In  this  the  Compiler  ofWHncofs 
Catalogue  agrees  with  him,  but 
afterwards  gives  us  the  Name  of 
another  Gentleman,  whom  he 
ftiles 

Phillips,  Capt..  WilHamy 
which  Gentleman  he  informs  us 
was  the  Author  of  another  Tra- 
gedy, entitled, 

HiBERNiA  Freed. 
This  Play,  however,  Coxeter,  in 
his  MS.  Notes  on  Jaish,  has  in- 
ferted  as  the  Work  of  the  fore- 
going Gentleman,  and  Cheitvoody 
in  his  Britifh  Theatre,  has  gone 
IHIJ  farther,  making  Mention  of 
ajicther  Piece  alfo  by  the  Title  of 

St.  8  T  E  p  H  E  N  'i  Green.     Com . 

afcribing   all  the  three  Plays  in- 

difcriminately   to  a  William  Fhtl-- 

lip^  Efqj-»>— -And  indeed,  as  we 

hav^- 
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have  Rearon  to  believe  the  Au- 
thor of  the  firft  Piece  to  have 
been  an  Iripman^  and  that  the 
two  others  have  an  appaient  Re- 
ference to  that  Country,  I  can- 
not help  joining  in  Opinion,  that 
thefe  Authors  nauft  have  been  one 
and  the  fame  Perfon. — The  only 
Objedisn  to  that  Opinion  is,  the 
Dirtance  of  Time  between  169S 
the  Date  of  the  iirft  Play,  and 
1721,  which  is  that  affix'd  to  the 
earliefl  of  the  other  two. — But, 
as  we  find  a  Difference  only  in 
the  Title  of  the  Gentleman  at 
the  feveral  Periods,  it  is  net  at 
all  improbable  that  the  Revengeful 
^een  might  have  heen  written 
before  the  Author  had  taken  on 
himfelf  the  military  Profeffion, 
the  Employment  of  which  might 
afterwards  put  a  Stop  to  that  At- 
tachment to  the  Mufes,  which 
afterwards,  in  Times  of  Peace 
and  Recefs  from  martial  Bufinefs, 
he  could  not  avoid  indulging  him- 
felf by  returning  to. 

PiLKiNGTON,  Mrs.  Latttia, 
a  Native  of  Dublin,  was  born  in 
1712.— Her  Father  was  Dr.  Van- 
leioitiy  an  eminent  Phyfician  of 
that  City — rOur  Authorefs  was 
married,  very  young,  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Mattheiv  Pi^kington  3  who 
was  alfo  a  Poet  of  no  inconfidera- 
ble  Merit.— This  Pair  of  Wits, 
as  is  but  too  often  the  Cafe,  lived 
very  unhappily  together-;  and  at 
length  were  totally  feparated,  in 
Confequence  of  an  accidental  Dif- 
covery  which  Mr.  Filkington  made 
of  a  Gentleman  in  his  Wife's 
Bed-Chamber.  —  Of  this  Aftair, 
however,  Mrs,  Filkington,  in  her 
,  celebrated  Memoirs  of  her  own 
.  Life,  gives  fuch  an  Accounit,  as 
would  perfuade  her  Readers  to 
believe  that,  in  Reality,  nothing 
criminal  pafTed  .between  her  and 
the  Gentleman  ;  but,  Crtdat  'Ju- 
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■  After  th's  unlucky  Affair,  MrS, 
Tilkingtoti  had  Recourfe  to'-  her 
Pen  for  a  Support,  ai'J  raifed  a 
very  coniiderable  Subfcription  for 
her  Memoirs,  ^vhich  are  err 
tremeiy  entertaining,  particulaily 
on  Account  of  the  many  lively 
Anecdotes  Jhe  has  given  of  Dean 
Sivift,  with  whom  fhe  had  the 
Honour  of  being  very  intimate. 

This  unhappy  but  ingenious 
Woman  died,  in  great  Penury, 
in  the  Year  1750;  having  had 
Recourfe  to  the  Bottle,  in  Order 
to  drown  her  Sorrows  3  by  which 
it  is  thought  fhe  Shortened  her 
Days. — She  departed  at  the  Age 
of  39,  leaving  feveral  Children 
to  take  their  Chance  in  the  wide 
World  ;  for  her  Hufband  re- 
nounced them  at  the  fame  Time 
that  he  renounced  her. — John, 
her  eldefl:  Son,  turned  out  alfo 
fomething  ot  a  Poet  ;  and  has 
likewife  publilhed  his  Memoirs, 
He  is  ftill  living,  and  therefore 
we  fhall  fay  no  more  of  him. 

Mrs.  Filkington,  befides  her  0- 
ther  Poems  and  her  Memoir*, 
was  Author  of  one  burlefque  dra- 
matic Piece,  entitled. 

The  TuRKis4i  Court,  or  the 
Londvn  Prentice ;  afted  in 
Dublin. 
Pix,  Mrs.  Mary.  —  Of  this 
Lady,  tho'  a  Woman  of  confi- 
derable  Genius  and  Abilities,.,! 
can  trace  nothing  farther  than 
that  flie  was  born  at  Netthbed  in 
Oxfordjhin,  and  that  her  Maiden 
Name  was  Griffith,  being  the 
Daughter  of  one  Mr.  Griffith  a 
Clergyman,  and  that,  by  the  Mo- 
ther's Side,  fhe  was  defcended 
from  a  very  confiderable  Family, 
<y/».  that  of  the  Waliisi's. — By 
the  Date  of  her  Writings  fhe  muft 
have  flourifhed  in  K.  WilliamllW 
Reign,  but  in  what  Year  flie  was 
born,  to  whom  married,  or  when 
fte  died,  are  Particulars  which 
feem 
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ieem  buried  in  Obfcurity  and  Ob- 

iivion. She  v/as  Cotem|iorary 

■with  Mrs.  Mauley  and  Mrs.  Trot- 
ter, afterwards  Mrs.  Cockbum,  one 
of  the  moft  learned  Ladies  that 
ever  lived  in  this  or  any  other 
Country  j  and  is  ridiculed  in  Com- 
pany v/ith  thefe  Ladies  in  a  little 
dramatic  Piece  called  the  Female 
W,ts  (Vid.  Vol,  L)  but,  how- 
ever near  flie  snay  ftand  on  a  Par 
vsrith  the  latter,  in  Refpeft  to  her 
poeticar  Talents,  I  can  by  no 
Means  think  her  equal  to  the 
former. Her  Works,  how- 
ever, will  beft  fpeak  in  her 
Commendation  j  they  are  i^ytn 
in  Number,  and  their  Titles  as 
follow, 

I.  Caaro/" Muscovy.     Trag, 
X.  Deceh-er  decerned.     Com. 

3.  Double  Dijirefi.     Trag, 

4.  Ibrahim  XIL     Trag. 

5.  Innocent  Mtjirefs.     Com. 

6.  ^■e^^  Catharine.     T. 

7.  Spanish  TVives.     Farce. 
Popple,  William,  Efqj — This 

Gentleman,  who  is  Hill  living,  is 
Governor  of  Bermudas,  and  is 
Author  of  a  dramatic  Piece, 
which  met  with  fome  Succefs, 
entitled. 

The  Double  Deceit.  Com. 
There  are  alfo  feveral  Pieces  in 
Verfe,  written  by  this  Gentle- 
man, to  be  found  in  a  Colleftion 
of  Mifcellaneous  Poems,  publifh- 
ed  by  Richard  Savage,  in  8vo. 
1736. — He  was  alfo  concerned  in 
fome  Periodical  Papers  ;  particu- 
larly The  Prompter ;  in  which  he 
was  jointly  conne£ted  with  the 
celebrated  Aaron  Hill,  Efqj— Mr. 
Fs-pple  has  likewife  publiffied  a 
Tranflation  of  Horace's  Art  of 
Fcetry  ;  See  Monthly  Review,  for 
0.9.  1753. 

Po R  D  A  G  E ,  Samuel,  E fq 5 — A 
Writer  in  the  Reign  of .  King 
Charles  W. — He  was  Son  of  the 
Rev,   Mr.  John  Fordage,    Reaor 
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of  Bradpeld  in  Eerkjhire,  and  for- 
merly Head  Steward  of  the  Lands 
to  Fhilip  the  fecond  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke.— He  was  probably  born  at 
Bradjield 'y  where  he  received  his 
Education  I  am  unable  to  trace, 
but  find  him  mentioned  by  Wood^ 
as  a  Member  of  the  Hon.  Society 
oi  Lincoln  s-Inn.  Befides  an  Edi- 
tion with  Cuts  (publiflied  after 
the  Author's  Death)  of  Reina/ds's 
God's  Revinge  againfi  Murder  and 
Adultery,  he  has  favoured  the 
World,  of  his  own  Produ(fis,  with 
a  Romance  entitled  EUana,  two 
Plays  of  original  Gompofition, 
and  a  Tranflation  of  the  third.—- 
The  Titks  of  the  faid  dramatic 
Pieces  are, 

1.  HxRoi>««^  Mariamne, 

Trag. 

2.  Siege  of  BABy\.ort.  Tragi- 

Com. 

3.  Troades.     Trag.      (fup- 

pos'd  by  LangbainBy   from 
the  Initial  Letters  S.  P. 
annexed,     to    have    been 
tranflated  by  this  Author.) 
Portal,  Mr.  Abraham,   is  a 
Goldfmith  and  Jeweller  on  Lud- 
gate-Hill,  London. — He  has   pub- 
liflied one  dramatic   Piece  which 
was  never  acted,  founded  on  Tajjo, 
and  entitled, 

Olinda  and   Sophronia. 

Trag.  _ 
He  is  lik^i^ife  Author  of  fome 
other  Poetical  Pieces,  not  con- 
temptible.— Mr.  Portal  is  the  Per- 
fon  upon  whom  an  extraordinary 
and  moft  daring  Attempt  was 
made,  in  February  1763,  by  a 
young  Man,  named  fobn  Freake, 
in  Order  to  obtain  from  him  an 
hundred  Guineas:  The  Affair 
made  a  great  Noife  in  the  Pa- 
pers, and  is,  doubtkfs,  frelh  in 
the  Memory  of  moft  Readers,  fo 
that  we  need  not  repeat  it  here. 
Freake,  who  was  tried  for  this 
Ofiencg,  being  a  Pcrfon  of  a  good 
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Family  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ire- 
larJ,  had  (o  much  Favour  fliewri 
iiim,  that  his  Life  was  faved. 

Porter,  Mr.  Henry,  Author 
of  a  dramatic  Pieee,  which  made 
its  Appearance  in  the  latter  Part 
of  Queen  Elixabeth'^  Reign,  en- 
titled, 

The  Two  angry  y/omen  of  A- 
BiNGTON,  Com. 
Wood  (Jthen.  Oxon.  Vol.  I.  p. 
781.)  mentions  a  Mr.  Henry  Por- 
ter, of  Chriji  Church  College,  in 
the  Univeriity  of  Oxford,  and 
Batchelor  of  Mufic,  who,  he  tells 
us,  was  Father  to  Mr.  Walter 
Fortcr,  fome  Time  Gentleman  of 
the  Royal  Chapel,  and  Mafter  of 
the  Chorifters  at  Wefiminfier^  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Charlei  I. — 
And,  altho'  Wood  does  not  men- 
tion that  Gentleman  as  a  Writer, 
yet,  as  the  Date  of  his  Degree, 
which  was  in  "July  i6co,  is  but 
one  Year  fubfequent  to  that  of 
the  above  -  mentioned  Play,  I 
think  it  is  no  very  far-fetch'd 
Conjefture  that  he  might  be  the 
Author  of  it. 

Porter,  Ihomaif  Efqj  a  Ma- 
jor in  the  Army,  in  the  Reigns 
of  King  Charles  I.  and  II. — He  is 
the  avowed  Author  of  two  dra- 
matic Pieces,  entitled, 

1.  Carni'val.     Com. 

2,  Villain.     Tragi -Com. 
With  Refpea  to  a  Conjeaure  of 
his  having  written  more  in  the 
dramatic  Way,   fee  above,  under 
the  Initials  P.  T. 

PowELLj  Mr.  George,  was  an 
A£tor  as  well  as  an  Author,  and 
in  neither  Light  deficient  of  Me- 
rit.— In  the  former  Charadler  he 
attained  to  great  Eminence,  and, 
tho'  Cotemporary  with  Betterton, 
Booth,  Wilh,  Cibber,  &c.  main- 
tained a  very  confiderable  Rank 
among  others ;  and,  amidft  the 
Brightnefs  of  fuch  a  dazzlingCon- 
f[\^uatlon  as  then  illuminated  the 


P  R 

theatrical  World,  ihone  no  in^- 
glorious  Star. — His  Excellencies, 
however,  fuffered  Abatements  ^ 
from  fome  very  confiderable  Ble- 
mifhes  in  his  Manner  of  adLng  j 
yet,  on  the  whole,  the  Good  out- 
weigh'd  the  Bad,  and  his  Beau- 
ties more  than  made  Amends  for 
his  Deformities. — Whoever  is  de- 
firous  of  a  mor^  particular  Idea  of 
him,  need  only  look  into  Colley 
Cibber  %  Apology,  which  is  the 
moil  compleat  Hiftory  of  Thea- 
trical Affairs  extant,  for  the  Pe- 
riod of  Time  it  includes. — Mr, 
Pcivell,  however,  in  the  latter 
Part  of  his  Life,  being  fomewhat 
too  ftrongly  attached  to  the  Al- 
lurements of  the  Bottle,  declined 
ih  great  Meafure  from  the  Repu- 
tation he  had  acquir'd. 

Mr.  Powell  died  in  the  Year 
17 14,  and  was  interred  in  the 
Vault  of  the  Pariih  Church  of  St. 
Clemetit^s  Danes,  leaving  behind 
him  the  five  following  dramatic 
Pieces,  all  which  he  had  brought 
on  the  Stage  with  Succefa. 

J.  Alphonso,  King  of  Na« 
PLEs.     Trag. 

2.  BoNDucA.     Trag.     (only 

an  Alteration  from  BeaU" 
mont  and  Fletcher.) 

3.  Brutus  f/ALEA.    Trag. 

4.  Treacherous  Brother.     Trag, 

5.  Very  good  Wife.  Com. 
Gildon  informs  us  that  Mr.  Poio- 
eirs  Father  had  alfo  been  a  Play- 
er, and  was  but  lately  dead  at  the 
Time  he  wrote,  which  was  in 
1698. 

Preston,  Thomas,  L.  L.  D. 
flouriflied  in  the  earlier  Part  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  Reign,  was 
firft  Mafter  of  Arts  and  Fellow  of 
King's  College,  Cambridge,  and  af- 
terwards created  a  Doftor  of  CJ.- 
vil  Law,  and  Mafter  of  Trinity 
Hallin  the  fame  Univerfity. — In 
the  Year  1 564,  when  Queen  Eli., 
fiabetb  was  entertained  at  Cam^ 
bridge^ 
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bridge,  this  Gentleman  afled   fo  My  Jap':  cnt  Hoards,  I  fa^,  frepare, 

admirably  well  in  the  Tragedy  of  And  fo  youi-  Skill  delate: 

Dido,  written  by  Tho.  Najh^  and  You    know  that   Mofs   •vanquijhti'* 

did     moreover    fo    genteely    and  hatfj 

gracefully  difpute  before  her  Ma-  Cyrus,  that  King  of  State : 
jefty,    that,  as  a  Teftimonlal  of 

her  Approbation,  ihe  beftowed  a  And  I,  by  due  Inheritance, 
Penfion    of    twenty    Pounds  /^r  Poffefs  that  princely  Crpivni 
Annum  upon  him. — On  the  6th  Ruling,  by  S^vord  of  mighty  Force,, 
of  Sept.  I  566,  when  the  Oxonian  In  Ilacc  of  great  Renoivn, 
Mufes,  in  their  Turn,   were  ho- 
noured  w-ith  a  Vifit  from  their  Prestwich,     Prestwith 
Royal  Miftrcfs,  our  Author,  with  orpRESTwicK,  Mv. Edmund.-^ 
eight    more    Cantabrigians,     were  In  all  thefe  feveral  Manners  have 


incorporated  Mafters  of  Arts  in 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford. 

Mr,  Prcfon  wrote  one  dramatic 
Piece,  in  the  old  Metre,  en- 
titled, 

Lyfe  of  Cam-by  SY.S.     Trag. 


different  Authors  fpelled  the  Name 
of  a  Writer  of  King  Charles  Ys 
Reign,  who,  according  to  Thil- 
lips  and  Wir.Jlanley,  (and  indeed 
moft  of  the  Biographers  have  fol- 
lowed  their   Opinion)    was   Au- 


For  a  more  particular  Account  of    thor  of  two  dramatic  Pi 


which,  fee  Vol.  I.  Cameyses. 
This  Play  Langbaine  imagines 
Shakefpeare  meant  to  ridicule, 
when,  in  his  Play  of  Henry  IV. 
Part  I.  Aft  II,  he  mskes  Fal- 
fajftdlk  of /peaking  in  King  Cam- 
hyjes  Vein. — In  Proof  of  which 
Conjefture  he  has  given  his  Rea- 
ders a  Quotation  from  the  Be- 
ginng  of  the  Play,  being  a  Speech 
of  King  Cantbyfes  himfelf,  which, 
on  the  fame  Account  that  he 
quoted  it,  and  alfo  as  being  a  good 
Specimen  of  the  Manner  of  Wri- 
ting of  many  Authors  at  that  Pe- 
riod of  Time,  I  fhall  take  the 
Liberty  of  tranfcribing.— — The 
Words  are  as  follow. 

My  Counfile  grave  and  japient, 
With  Lords  of  legal  Train  j 

Attentiile  Eares  toivards  us  bend. 
And  mark  nvhat  fball  be  fain. 

So  you,  likewife,  my  valiant  Knight, 
JVhofe  manly  ABsdothfy  j 

Bye  Brute  of  Fame   the  founding 
Trump 
Doth  petfe  the  azure  Sky, 


titled. 


The  HeBors.     Trag 

Appendix. 
HippoLiTus.     Trag. 


Fid. 


O  U.A  R  I,  E  s ,  Francis,  E  fq  j  was 
^  Son  of  James  paries,  Efqj 
Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth, 
and  Purveyor  to  Qu^een  Elix^abeth. 
He  w^as  born  in  1592,  at  Steiv- 
ards,  an  ancient  Seat  of  the  Fa- 
mily, near  Rumford  in  Effex ; 
from  whence  he  was  firft  fent  to 
Teter  Houfe,  and  afterwards  to 
Chriji  Church  College,  Cambridge, 
for  the  compleating  of  his  Stu- 
dies j  and,  on  his  Return  to  Lon- 
don, became  a  Member  of  Lin- 
coln's Inn.- — He  was  fome  Time 
Cup-bearer  to  the  Queen  of  Bo- 
hemia, and  Chronologer  to  the 
City  of  London  5  and  went  over 
to  Ireland  as  Secretary  to  that 
truly 


truly  great  Prelate  James  Uper, 
Archbiihop  of  Armagh. — But  the 
Troubles  in  that  Kingdom  forcing 
him  from  thence,  he  returned  to 
his  Native  Country,  where  he 
died,  on  the  8th  Day  o\  Sept. 
1644,  ^tat.  52.  and  was  buried 
in  the  Pariih  Church  of  St.  Ve- 
daft,  Fofter-Lane. —  His  Works, 
both  in  Verfe  and  Profe,  are  nu- 
merous and  well  known,  paiti- 
cularJy  his  Divine  Emblems,  which 
has  -"been  a  good  Copy  to  the 
Eookfellers,  and  is  to  this  Day  in 
great  Requeft  with  one  Sort  of 
pious  Readers  5  tho',  on  Account 
of  the  obfolete  Quaintnefs  of  Stile, 
which  many  of  the  Writers  of 
that  Age  madeUfe  of,  his  Works, 
with  thofe  of  many  of  his  Cotem- 
poraries  once  in  high  Repute,  are 
now  totally  negle£led,  orat  leall 
held  in  but  flight  Eftimation. — A- 
mong  his  other  Works  was  a  Piece 
entitled  the  Loyal  Con-vert,  for  the 
writing  of  which  he  underwent  a 
very  fevere  Pi-ofecution,  from  the 
ufurped  Authority  then  in  being. 

Largbaine,  a  great  Admirer  of 
his  Works,  gives  him  this  amia- 
ble Charafter. — "  He  was  (fays 
'^  he)  a  Poet  that  mixed  Religion 
'''and  Fancy  together j  and  was 
*»•  ygj-y  careful  in  all  his  Writings 
"  not  to  intrench  upon  Good- 
"  Manners,  by  any  Scurrility  in 
"  his  Works  j  or  any  V/ays  of- 
'■'  fending  againft  his  Duty  to 
"  God,  his  Neighbour,  or  him- 
«'  felf." 

In  dramatic  Writing  he  only 
produced  one  Piece,  to  which 
even  his  zealous  Advocate  Lang- 
bclve  gives  no  higher  Commenda- 
tion to,  than  ftyhng  it  an  inno- 
ce-ty  inoffsrifive  Flay.- — It  is  en- 
titled, 

The  Virgin  Widonv.     Com. 
Mr.  Sli^arles  had,    by   one   Wife, 
no   lefs  than  eighteen  Children  5 
one  of  v/hom,  'Jcbn^   inheriting 
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both  his  Father's  Genius  and  his 
Loyalty,  received  Kis  Education 
at  Exeter  College,  Oxford  \  and,  in 
1641,  being  then  but  eighteea 
Years  of  Age,  bore  Arms  v/ithin 
the  Garrifon  of  Oxon,  for  King 
Charles  I.  in  whofe  Army,  it  is 
faid,  he  afterwards  had  a  Cap- 
tain's Commiffion. — But,  on  the 
Declenfion  of  his  Majei^y's  Caufe, 
he  retired  to  London,  where,  in 
Confequence  of  his  Attachment 
to  the  E.oyal  Party,  he  was  re- 
duced to  write  for  a  bare  Subfift- 
ence,  and  there  continued  in  a 
poor  and  mean  Condition,  till 
the  great  Plague,  which,  raging 
in  and  about  London,  fwept  hirn 
away,  with  manyThoufandsmoce, 
in  the  fatal  Year  1665. 
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J.    Vld,  Shepherd's  Ho- 
liday. Vol. I.  Appen- 
dix, 

R.  T.  —  Thefe  Initial  Letters 
ftand  in  the  Title  of  one  drama- 
tic Piece,  entitled. 

The  Extra-vagant  Shepherd , 
Paft.  Com. 
There  is  no  Author  who  \vrote 
about  that  Time  whofe  Name 
would  fuit  with  thefe  initials,  ex- 
cepting Thomas  Raivlins,  of  whom 
hereafter  :  Yet,  without  fome 
farther  coqcominant  Circum  - 
fiances,  I  cannot  think  myfelf 
authorized  to  father  this  Play 
upon  h:m. 

R.  W. -Thefe  two  Letters 

ftand  before  a  Kind  of  Droll  or 
Farce,  play'd  at  Barthokwtio  and 
Soufhivark  Fairs,  and  pubiiO?ed  in 
K.  Charles  IPs  Time,  entitled, 

The  Corcr.ation  of  ^ecn  Eli~ 

ZAEETH. 

[  C  c  j  Theff- 
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Thefe  Letters  are  alfo  affixeJ   to 
i  Piece,   entitled. 

The  Three  Lords  and  Ladies,  of 
London.  Vid.  Vol  \. 
Three  Ladies  of  Lon- 
don. 

Ralph,  James,  Efq;  one  of. 
the  greateft  political,  tho'  not  one 
of  the  greateft  poetical  Writers  of 
the  prefent  Age. — Of  his  Family 
■we  can  truce  no  particulars  ;  but 
it  is  faid  his  Defcent  was  but 
mean,  and  that  he  foleiy  raifed 
himfeif  from  Obfcurity  by  h  s 
Merit  ;  a  Circumftancv:  which  re- 
dounds mere  to  his  Honour  than 
would  a  long  Bead-roll  of  great 
AnceftorSj  "  ftucic  o'er  with  Ti- 
"  ties  and  hung  round  with 
*<  firings. " 

Mr.  RalpFz  fiift  Appearance  in 
the  World,  before  he  becan^e 
diftinguifhed  for  his  Writings, 
was,  as  we  are  informed,  in 
the  Char^.fter  of  a  School -M  - 
ter,  at  Philadelphia,  in  N^.rto- 
A*yierica\  which  remote  Situation 
not  fuiting  his  active  Mind,  he 
came  to  England,  about  the  Be- 
ginning of  the  Reign  of  George  \. 
We  have  not  learnt  what  was 
then  the  irrmediate  Object  of 
his  Purfuit,  but  it  was  probably 
fomething  in  the  public  Offices 
dependant  on  the  Court  j  for  he 
foon  became  a  Frequenter  of  the 
Levees^  and  attach'd  to  fome  great 
Men,  to  whcm  his  Abilities  re- 
commended him. — He  did  not, 
however,  at  firft  make  any  Fi- 
gure in  the  political  World,  but 
rather  ap'ilied  himfeif  to  writing 
for  the  Stage,  in  which  he  was 
not  very  fuccefsful. — He  alfo  pro- 
duced fome  Pieces  of  Poetry, 
particularly  Night,  a  Poem,  of 
which  Mr.  Pope  thus  takes  Notice 
in  his  Duna'jd  :    ■ 

Sihnce  ye  Wohes  f  'while  Ralph 
to  Cynthia  ho'wh, 

And  makes  Night  hideous— ajj- 
fiver  him  ye  Gw's ! 
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This  Pafiage  Mr.  Pope  has  il- 
luftrated  by  a  very  abufive  Note, 
in  which  Mr.  Ralph's  Charafteris 
moft  unmercifully  torn  to  Pieces; 
which  Severity,  it  feems,  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  a  Piece  attribuied  to 
aur  Author,  entitled  Saturey,  a 
Poem,  in  which  the  facred  tri- 
umvirate. Dean  Swift,  Mr.  Pope 

an-:  Mr.  Gay  were  attacked. 

.'I  his  was  high  Treafon  itfelf, — 
Mr.  Ralph,  was  very  falfely  and 
injuriouHy  reprefented  in  the  Dan- 
ciad. — Mr.  Pope  fays,  he  was  fo 
illiterate,  that  he  did  not  even 
underftand  French  :  Whereas,  it 
is  very  certain,  that  he  was  Maf- 
tcr  of  the  French  and  Latin  Lan- 
guages ;  and  not  altogether  igno- 
rant of  the  Italian  j  and  was,  in 
Truth,  a  very  ingenious  Profe- 
Writer,  although  he  did  not  fuc- 
cecd  as  a  Poet. — His  Hiftory  of 
England,  commencing  with  the 
Reign  of  the  Stuarts,  is  much  ef- 
teemed,  as  were  his  Political 
Pamphlets;  fome  of  which  were 
loolved  upon  as  Maimer -Pieces. — 
He  was  likewife  concerned  in 
writing  the  Eflays  in  feveral  Pe- 
riodical Paper's  ;  in  which  he  be- 
came fo  formidable  to  the  Mi- 
niftry  towards  the  End  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Watpole\  Time,  that  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  take  him  off" 
by  a  Penfion. — He  had  great  Ex- 
peftations  from  the  late  Prince  of 
Wales,  .who  frequently  made  ufe 
of  M-i.  Ralph's  Pen,  in  the  Con- 
troverfies  in  which  it  is  well 
know'n  that  Prince  was  engaged  : 
But,  by  the  Death  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  all  our  Author''s  Views 


of  Preferment 


were  entirely   cut 


off.— At  the  Acceffioii  of  Geo. III. 
however,  Mr.  Ralph,  tho'  confi- 
derably  advanced  in  Years,  began  to 
be  again  takeji  Notice  of,  and  his 
Hopes  were  revived  ;  but,  alas  ! 
the  great  Circumventor  of  all  hu- 
man Expeftatiops,  Death,  put  a 
final  Period  to  all  his  Schemes, 
in 
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in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1762,  at  his  floule  in  Chifwick  ; 
after  fuffering  a  long  and  fevere 
Affliftion  from  the  Gout,  of 
which  Diforder  alfo  his  only 
Daughter,  about  eighteen,  died 
in  a  few  V/eek5  after  him. 
His  dramatic  Writings  are, 
I.  t'ajloionable  Lady,  or  Hark' 

quins  Opera, 
z.  Fall  of  the  Earl  of  Essex. 
Trag. 

3.  Lawyer's  Feafi.     Farce. 

4.  AJiro'cP^er.     Com. 

One  of  Mr"  Ralpas  laft  Perfor- 
mances had  alfo  fome  Relation 
to  the  Stage  ;  and  was  efteerned 
a  verj'  excellent  and  very  enter- 
taining Performance. — It  was  en- 
titled, The  Cafe  of  Authors. 

Ramsay,  Allan,  is  faid  to 
have  been  a  Barber  in  Edinburgh, 
His  Tafte  in  Poetry,  however, 
has  juftly  raifed  him  to  a  Degree 
of  Fame  that  may  in  fome  Mea- 
fure  be  confider'd  as  a  Recom- 
pence  for  the  Frowns  of  For- 
tune.— His  Songs  are  in  unlverfal 
Efteem  j  as  is  alfo  the  only  dra- 
matic Performance  attributed  to 
him,  'vi^. 

Roger  and  Pattie,  or  the 
Gentle  Shepherd,  A  Scots 
Paftoral. 
This  Piece  is  frequently  a£led  at 
the  Little  Theatre  in  the  Hay- 
market,  for  the  Benefit  of  one 
Lauder,  a  Singer  }  who  himfelf 
ufually  performs  a  principal  Part 
in  it. 

Our  Northern  Bard  was  Father 
to  the  ingenious  Mr.  Ramfay,  a 
celebrated  Painter  of  the  prefent 
Age,  and  who  has  likewife  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  by  fome  weil- 
written  Tradls  on  various  Branches 
of  Polite  Literature,  particularly 
the  Invefi^ator. 

Randolphe,  Mr.  Thomas. — 
This  valuable  Poet  was  a  Son  of 
William  Randolphe,  of  Batnfey,nczx 
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Lewes  In  Suffex,  Efq;  Steward  to 
Edivard  Lord  Zouch,  by  Eliza- 
beth \{\s  Wife,  Daughter  of  Tho- 
mas Smith,  Efqj  of  Neivr.ham, 
nzzx  Daintree  in  Northamptonjhire, 
at  which  Place  our  Author  was 
born,  on  the  15th  of  June  1605. 
^-Hs.  received  the  early  Parts  of 
his  Education  ■^tWcftminfier  School, 
from  whence,  being  one  of  the 
King's  Scholars,  he  removed  to 
Trinity  College  in  Cambridge,  at 
the  Age  cf  eighteen  ;  in  which 
College  he  obtained  a  Fellow/hip, 
and  afterwards  commenced  Maf- 
ter  of  Arts,  in  which  Degree  he 
was  incorporated  at  Oxford.— Ye- 
ry  early  in  Life  he  gave  Proofs  of 
an  amazing  Qiiicknefs  of  Parts, 
and  he  was  not  only  efteem'd  and 
admir'd  by  Perfons  of  Genius  at 
the  Univerfity,  but  likewife  high- 
ly valued  and  beloved  by  the  beft 
Poets  of  that  Age  in  the  Metio- 
polis. — Flis  extenfive  Learning, 
Gaiety  of  Humour,  and  Readi- 
nefs  of  Repaitee,  gained  him.  Ad- 
mirers throughout  all  Ranks  of 
Mankind,  and  more  efpecially  re- 
commended him  to  the  Intimacy 
and  Friendfliip  of  Ben  fonfon^  who 
admitted  him  as  one  of  his  adopt- 
ed Sons  in  the  Mufes,  and  held 
him  in  equal  Efteem  with  the  in- 
genious Mr.  Cartivright,  of  whom 
I  have  before  made  Mention. 

Randolphe\  Turn,  in  his  dra- 
matic Works,  is  entirely  to  Co- 
medy ;  his  Language  is  elegant, 
and  iiis  Sentiments  are  juft  and 
forcible. -^HisCharaders  are,  for  ' 
the  moft  Part,  flrongly  drawn, 
and  his  Satire  well  chofen  and 
poignant, — In  fhort,  it  were  to  be 
wifhed,  that  fome  Writer  of  Me- 
rit would  endeavour  at  the  raifing 
him  out  of  the  Obfcurity  in  which 
his  Writings  at  pref;nt  feem  bu- 
ried, by  altering  his  Pieces,  fo  as 
to  render  them  fit  for  the  prefent 
[  C  c  2  ]  Stage, 


R  A 

Stage,  or  at  the  leaft  giving  the 
World  a  correfb  and  critical  Edi- 
tion of  them. 

The  dramatic  Pieces  he  has  left 
behind  him,  v/hich  were  publi/h- 
cd  after  his  Death  by  iiis  Brother 
Mr.  Thomas  Randolfbe,  of  Chriji- 
Church  College,  Oxford,  are  the  fix 
followiftg,  'vix. 

1.  Amyntas.     Pail. 

2.  Aristippus.     Com. 

3.  Conceited  Pedlar,     Farce4 

4.  Hey  for  Honefty,  Doivn  with 

Knavery,     Com. 

5.  "Jealous  Lovers.     Com. 
t),Muf€sLoohng-GJajs.     Com. 

The  laft  of  thefe  has,  within  a 
few  Years  paft,  been  revived  at 
Co'vent  -  Garden  Theatre^,  and  is, 
moreover,    reprinted   in  Dodfley^s 

CoUe&iion.  of  old  Plays.— It  is 

probable  that,  had  a  Length  of 
Days  been  permitted  to  this  Au- 
thor, he  would  have  produced 
many  more  valuable  Pieces,  fome 
of  which  might  have  become 
brilliant  Ornaments  to  the  Er?g- 
hfh  Stage  j  but,  alas  !  at  the  ve- 
ry Time  when  he  was  attaining 
the  Prime  of  Life,  at  the  very 
Time  when  Genius  was  beginning 
to  be  ternper'd  by  Judgment,  and 
Fancy  to  be  moderated  by  Expe- 
rience, at  the  very  Time,  in  a 
Word,  when  the  moft  fanguine 
Expectations  were  raifed  of  a  fu- 
ture Harveft,  of  luxuriant  Fruit, 
this  flouri filing  Blofibm  \vas  crop'd 
by  the  envious  Hand  of  Death. — 
In  feort,  according  to  Wood,  be- 
ing too  like  the  Generality  of 
Men  of  Abilities,  fomewhat  ad- 
di£led  to  libertine  Indulgences, 
and,  in  Confequence  of  keeping 
too  much  Company,  and  running 
into  fafli'ionabie  Exceffes  with 
greater  Freedom  than  his  Confti- 
tution  could  bear,  he  affifted  in 
ftortening  his  own  Days,  and  died 
before  he  had  compleated  the  Age 
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of  twenty  -  nine  Years,  at  the 
Houfe  of  William  Stafford,  Efqj 
of  BlatLer%vyke  in  Northampton' 
pire,  and  was  buried,  with  the 
Ancefiors  of  the  Family  of  Staf- 
ford, in  an  Ida  adjoining  to  the 
Church  of  that  Place,  on  the  lytk 
of  March  1634,  foon  after  which 
a  Monument  of  white  Marble 
was  eiefted  ov_er  his  Grave,  at 
the  Charge  of  Sir  Chrijlopher  (af- 
terwards Lord)  Batten,  cf  Kirby, 
with  an  Infcription  u->on  it;,  In 
Latin  and  Efiglifh  Verfe,  v/ritten 
by  our  Author's  intimate  Friend 
Peter  Eauftcd,  of  whom  I  have 
before  had  Occafion  to  make 
Mention,  and  give  fome  Account 
of  in  his  proper  Place. 

Ravekscroft,  Mr,  Edioard. 
This  Writer,  or  rather  Compiler 
of  Plays,  lived  in  the  Reigns  of 
Charles  II.  and  fames  IL — He*was 
fometime  a  Member  of  the  Mid- 
dle Temple,  but,  looking  on  the 
dry  Study  of  the  Law  as  greatly 
beneath  the  Attention  of  a  Man 
of  Genius,  quitted  it,  for  the 
Pleafure  of  ranging  in  the  more 
flowery  Fields  of  Poetry :  But 
here  again  he  feemM  averfe  to 
Labour,  rather  chufing  to  pluck 
and  form  Nofegays  of  thofe  Flow- 
ers which  had  been  planted  by  0- 
thers,  than  by  the  cultivating  of 
any  until'd  Spot,  to  obtain  a  ge- 
nuine Right  of  Inheritance  in  the 
Produ(5l  of  his  own  Induftry.^ — In 
a  Word,  he  was  an  errant  Plagi- 
ary J  and  altho',  by  boldly  daring 
to  enter  the  Lifts,  in  a  vigorous 
Oppofition  to  Mr.  Dryden,  the 
Power  of  his  Antagonift  flamp'd  a 
Degree  of  Diftinftion  on  him, 
which  he  would  never  otherwife 
have  obtained  5  yet  it  is,  perhaps, 
the  only  Claim  he  can  properly 
lay  to  public  Notice :  And  Mr. 
Dryden  might,  with  great  Pro- 
priety, have  retorted  on  him  in 
the 
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the  Words  of  yJjax. 

Ip  s  E  tuli'f  Prdium  jam  nunc  Cer- 

Jaminis  htijus, 
Shii,  ami  -viilus  en't,  Me  CUM 
ceftaj/e  ferctur. 

Mr.  R^vt-fifcroft''s  dramatic  Pieces 
are  twelve  in  Number,  and  are  as 
follow, 

J.  A>iatcmiji7    Com. 

2.  Qa-htzkbvry  Giiejis.    C. 

3.  Carelejs  Lo'uers.      Com. 

4.  Dame  Dob  son.     Com. 

5.  Edgar     atid    Alfred  A  . 

Trag. 

6.  English  Lawyer.     Com. 

7.  l-TA-LiAtiHupand..    Trag. 

8.  London  Cuckolds.     Com. 
c.  Mamamouchi.     Com. 

10.   Scaramouch,    a  Pbilofo- 
pher,  Sec.     Com. 

ji.  Titus  Ancronicus,  T. 

J  2,  Wrangling  Lovers,  Com. 
Rawlins,  'Xbotnas,  E  fq  j  was 
principal  Engraver  of  the  Mint, 
in  the  Reigns  both  of  K.ingCkarles 
the  Firft  and  Second,  and  died  in 
that  Employment  in  1670. — He 
was  intimately  acquainted  with 
mod:  of  the  Wits  and  Poets  of  his 
Time,  and  wrote  for  Amufement 
only,  not  for  Profit  5  for,  in  the 
Preface  to  his  firft  Play,  he  thus 
addreffes  the  Reader. — "  Take  no 
"  Notice  of  my  Name  (fays  he) 
"  f ■>  r  a  fecond  Work  of  this  Na- 
••  ture  fhall  hardly  bear  it. — I 
''  have  no  Defire  to  be  known  by 
''  a  Thr(jad-bare  Coat,  having  a 
"  Calling  that  will  maintain  it 
*'  woolly." — The  Pieces  which 
pafs  under  his  Name,  are  the 
following, 

1.  Rebellion.     Trag. 

2.  ToM  Essence.     Com. 

3.  TuNBRiDGE  M'^ells.    Com. 

(afcribed  to  this  Author.) 

Revet,    Mr.  Ed-.vard.  — Of 

this  Author    I  can   trace  nothing 

farther  than  that  he  muft  have 
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lived  In  the  Reign  of  ^.  Cha.  II. 
and  that  he  wrote  one  dramatic 
Piece,  which  was  a  very  hafty, 
and  therefore  probably  not  a  very 
extraordinary  Perform.ance,  hav- 
ing been  begun  and  finiflied  in  a 
Fortnight,  entitled. 

The  Toivn  Shifts.     Com, 

Rhodes,  Richa'd,  M,  D  — 
This  Author  was  of  a  good  Ex- 
traftion,  being  the  Son  of  a  Gen- 
tleman of  London,  and  probably 
born  in  that  Metropolis,  tho'  in 
what  Year  is  not  apparent. — He 
received  the  Rudiments  of  his 
Education  in  Wejlminjier  School, 
from  whence,  being  at  that  Time 
v^ell  grounded  in  Grammar,  and 
in  the  prafticai  Part  of  Mufic,  he 
was  tranfplanted  to  Oxford,  where 
he  became  a  Student  in  Chrijl 
Church  College,  but  took  only 
one  Degree  in  Arts,  at  which 
Time  he  made  certain  Compofi- 
tions  in  Mufic. — From  thence  he 
w-ent  to  France,  and  took  the  De- 
gVee  of  Do^clor  in  Phyfic  at  Mor.t- 
pelleir,  but,  being  of  an  unfetled 
Difpofition,  or  perhaps  fond  of 
Travel,  he  from  thence  took  a 
Journey  to  Spain,  where  at  Ma- 
drid  he  died,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Year  1668. — While  he  was 
at  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  he 
wrote  one  Play,  entitled, 

F  L  o  R  a  'i  Vagaries .     Com . 

Richard,  Mr.  Nathaniel. — ' 
Of  this  Author  I  find  nothing 
farther  on  Record  than  that  he 
lived  in  the  Reign  of  K  Charles  J. 
and,  about  the  Beginning  of  the 
Civil  War,  publifhed  one  dra- 
matic Piece,  entitled. 

Mess  A  LIN  a   the  Roman  Em- 

prefs.  Trag. 
■Rider,  JViUiam,  M.  A. — All 
I  can  learn  with  Relation  to  this 
Author  i&,  that  he  was  a  Student 
in  Merton  College,  Oxford,  where 
he  took  his  Deg'ce  of  Mafter  of 
Arts,  fome  Time  in  the  Reign 

[  C  c  3  ]  of 
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of  Charles  II.  that  he  married  a 
near  Kinfwoman  to  Dr.  y^mivny. 
Archdeacon  of  Litchfield  and  Co- 
•ventry,  and  that  he  wrote  one 
draraatic  Piece,  entitledj 

The  Tivifi;.     Com. 

Rivers,  Mr. — This  Author 
•was  a  Jefuit,  who  lived,  I  be- 
lieve, in  the  Reign  of  yames  I. 
and  wrote  one  Play,  entitled, 

The  Traytor.  Trag. 
which,  I  inriagine.  was  never  ac- 
ted in  its  original  Form  ;  but, 
failing  into  the  Hands  of  Mr. 
yames  Shirley,  he,  with  very  con- 
siderable Alterations  and  Improve- 
ments of  his  own,  brought  it  on 
the  Stage,  and  publiihed  it  among 

his  own   Works. -Mr.  Rivers 

compofed  this  Piece  while  he  was 
In  Confinement  in  Neiagate,  on 
Account  of  fome  political  and  re- 
ligious Concerns,  in  which  Pri- 
fon  he  died, —  It  was  afterwards, 
'viz,  in  1692,  levived  with  Suc- 
cefs,  under  the  Title  oi  Amidea  5 
and  after  that  again,  with  fome 
A.lterations,  but  by  its  old  Title, 
by  Mr.  Chriftopher  Bullock,  the 
Comedian. 

Rochester,  y^bn  Wtlwot , 
Barl  of,  wns  Son  to  the  famous 
J-lenry  Lord  Mulmot,  (afterwards 
larl  oiRochefier)  who  was  fo  ve- 
ry inltrumental  in  the  Preferva- 
tion  of  Charles  II.  in  his  Flight 
from  TVcrceJir,  where  he  was  de- 
feated by  Crormvelh — The  memo- 
rable ¥/it,  who  is  the  Subjefl  of 
this  Article,  was  born  in  1648, 
and  was  educated  liifl  at  Burford 
.Free^Echool ;  from  whence,  in 
36:9,  he  v/as  admitted  a  Noble- 
man of  Wadham  College  in  Ox^ 
ford. — He  afterwards  travelled  in- 
to France  and  Italy  j  and;,  at  his 
Return,  he  frequented  the  de- 
hauched  Court  of  Cka.  II.  where 
his  natural  Propenfities  to  Vice 
were  not  likely  to  be  curbed  or 
cured  :    Here  he  was  jBrft  .mads 
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one  of  the  Gentlemen  of  his 
Majefty's  Bed-Chamber,  and  then 
Comptroller  of  TVoodfiork  Park. 

In  the  Winter  of  1665  he 
went  to  Sea,  under  the  Earl  of 
Sandivich ,  who  commanded  a 
Fleet  employed  in  the  War  with 
the  Dutch. — Wilmot  behaved  very 
well  in  the  Attack  made  on  the 
Enemy  in  the  Port  of  Bergen  in 
Norivay,  and  gained  a  high  Re- 
putation for  Courage  j  which  he 
afterwards  loft  in  an  Adventure 
with  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave,  who 
called  him  to  an  Account,  for 
fome  Words  which  he  was  re- 
ported to  have  too  freely  fpoken 
of  the  Earl, — Wilmot  accepted  the 
Challenge  j  but  when  he  came 
to  the  Place  appointed,  he  de- 
clined coming  to  Adion  ;  urging 
that  he  was  fo  weak  with  a  cer- 
tain Diftemper,  that  he  found 
himfelf  unfit  to  fight. — This  un- 
lucky Affair  entirely  ruined  his 
Reputation  for  Courage,  and  fub- 
je6ted  him  to  farther  Infults ; 
which  will  ever  be  the  Cafe,  when 
cnce  People  know  a  Man's  Weak- 
nefs  in  this  Refpeft. — His  Repu- 
tation for  ^7/,  however,  fi ill  kept 
him  from  totally  finking  in  the 
Opinion  of  the  World  ;  but,  on 
the  other  Hand,  his  excefiTive  De- 
baucheries were  every  Day  more 
and  more  completing  the  Ruin  of 
his  Conftitution  5  and  the  natural 
Vivacity  of  his  Imagination  being 
fiill  more  inflamed  with  Wine, 
made  his  Company  fo  eagerly  co- 
veted by  his  gay  Affociates,  that 
they  were  ever  contriving  to  en- 
gage him  deeper  arad  deeper  in 
Extravagance  and  Intemperance, 
in  order  that  they  might  be  the 
more  diverted  by  his  Humour.—* 
All  this  fo  entirely  fubdued  him, 
that,  as  he  afterwards  acknow- 
ledged, he  was  for  five  Years  to- 
gether continually  drunk  ;  not, 
indeed^  ail  the  while  under  the 
vifible 
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vlfible  Effea  of  Liquor,  but  {o 
inflamed  in  his  Blood,  that  he 
was  never  cool  enough  to  be  Maf- 
ter  of  himfelf. — There  were  two 
Principles  in  the  natural  Temper 
of  this  lively  and  witty  Noble- 
man, which  hurried  him  into 
great  Exceflcs  ;  a  violent  Love  of 
fenfual  Pkafure,  and  a  Difpofi- 
tion  to  extravagant  Mirth. — Ihe 
one  involved  him  in  the  groffeft 
Debaucheries,  and  the  other  led 
him  to  many  odd  Adventures  and 
Frolicks;  ferae  of  which  are  re- 
lated in  the  feveral  Accounts  that 
have  been  published  of  his  Life, 
but  we  have  not  Room  to  repeat 
them  here. 

As  to  his  Genius,  his  principal 
Turn  feems  to  have  been  towards 
Satire  5  but,  being  in  this  Refpe£l 
as  licentious  as  in  every  Tiling 
elfe,  his  Satires  ufuaily  degene- 
rated into  mere  Libels  ;  in  all 
which,  he  had  {o  pecuhar  a  Ta- 
Jent  of  mixing  his  Wit  with  his 
Malice,  that  all  his  Compofitions 
were  eafily  known. — In  Regard 
to  his  other  Poems,  which  have 
been  fo  ufuaily  admired  for  their 
Wit,  as  well  as  for  their  Ob- 
fcenity,  they  are  too  indelicate  to 
deierve  any  particular  Notice. — 
It  is  a  Compliment  juftly  due  to 
the  more  refined  Tafte  of  the 
prefent  Age,  to  fay,  that  fuch 
grofs  ProduGions  no  longer  pleafe, 
or  can  be  even  endured. — They 
are  indeed,  as  a  more  moral  Bard 
juflly  expreiTes  it,  more  apt  to 
put  out  than  to  ki'nd/e  the  Fire. — 
His  Tragedy  of  Fakntinian,  how- 
ever, and  fome  other  Pieces  pub- 
liChed  by  Tonfcn.,  /hew  that  he 
was  not  incapable  of  more  ferious 
and  more  innocent  Productions. 

By  conftant  Indulgence  in  Sen- 
fuality,  he  entirely  wore  cut  an 
excellent  Confiitution,  before  he 
was  30  Years  of  Age.- — Tn  OEiober 
1679,   when  he  was  flowly  re- 
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covering  from  a  Difeife  which 
had  proved  fufficiently  powerful 
to  make  a  ferious  Impreffion  or\. 
him,  he  was  vifited  by  Ei/hop 
Burnet,  on  an  Intimation  that 
fuch  a  Vifit  would  not  be  difa- 
greeable. — It  is  natural  to  fuppofe 
that  the  good  Bifliop  has  made 
the  moft  of  this  Affair.  —  We 
have  only  his  Account  of  the 
Matter  j  and,  as  far  as  that  Ac- 
count may  be  relied  upon,  he 
made  a  perfe£t  Convert  of  this  il- 
luftrious  Profligate  :  So  that  he, 
who  lived  the  Life  of  a  Libertine 
and  an  Atheift,  died  the  Death  of 
a  good  Chriftian  and  a  fincere  Pe- 
-flitent. — How  far,  however,  that 
Penitence  which  is  extorted  by 
Affliftion,  and  the  Horrors  of  an 
approaching  Diffolution,  can  be 
efl:eemed  genuine,  or  effeBiial,  is  a 
Queftion  which  it  would  not  be 
very  proper  to  difcufs  in  this 
Place. 

Lord  Roche/ier  died  in  July 
1680,  of  mere  old  Age,  before 
he  had  compleated  his  33d  Year  ; 
quite  worn  down,  fo  that  Nature 
had  not  Strength  even  for  a  dying 
Groan. —He  left  behind  him  a 
Son  named  Charles,  and  three 
Daughters  5  the  Son  died  the  Year 
after  his  Father,  fo  the  Male 
Line  ceaiing,  the  Title  of  Earl  of 
Rochejier  was  transferred,  by  the 
King,  to  the  Family  of  Hyde,  in 
the  Perfon  of  Laurence,  a  young- 
er Son  of  Edward  Earl  of  Cla- 
rendon. 

Lord  Rochefier  s  dramatic  Works. 
confifled  only  of  one  Play,  -viz. 

Valentikian.  Trag.  (al- 
tered from  Beaumont  and 
iletcher.) 

R o L  L  I ,  Si'ign.  Paolo  Antonio.—' 
This  Gentleman,  who  I  believe 
is  yet  living,  is  by  Birth  a  Flo- 
rentir.e,  has  an  Eftate  in  the  Cam- 
pania of  Rome,  and  ftiles  hin-feif 
a  Reman  Senator,  — —  He  refidcd 
feverai 
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feveral  Years  in  this  Kingdom, 
during  which  Time  he  had  fome 
Concern  in  the  Management  of 
the  King's  Theatre  in  the  Hay  - 
tJtarket,  and  wrote  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  Operas  whicii  were 
reprefented  there  in  that  Period  j 
and  indeed,  to  do  him  Juftice, 
they  were  in  general  much  fupe- 
rior  to  thofe  which  have  been 
fince  introduced  to  the  Publick 
thro'  the  Channel  of  that  Theatre. 
At  length,  however,  after  hav- 
ing, I  believe,  coniiderably  bet- 
ter'd  his  Fortune  by  his  Refi- 
dence  in  England,  and  the  En- 
couragement he  met  with  from 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  he  chofe 
to  retire  to  his  own  patrimonial 
Eftate,  and  fpend  the  Remainder 
of  his  Days  in  Eafe  and  Indul- 
gence ;  for  which  Purpofe  he 
quitted  England  about  the  Year 
jy^^, — The  Pieces  that  he  wrote 
are  very  numerous  ;  and,  as  the 
Publication  of  thefe  Operas, 
which  is  intended  pr'ncipally  for 
the  Ufe  of  the  Audience  within 
the  Theatre,  by  "Way  of  Direc- 
tion to  the  Ear  during^  the  Time 
of  Reprefentation,  by  no  Means 
give  a  Chance  for  Immortality, 
fince  the  Number  of  them  which 
are  delhoyed  greatly  exceeds  thofc 
which  aie  preferved,  I  am  aware 
that  the  following  Lift  is  very  im- 
pel feft  5  but  as,  in  a  Courfe  of 
Time,  the  Remainder  may  fall 
into  my  Hands,  that  Deficiency, 
and  fuch  others  in  this  Work,  as 
even  the  utmoft  Affiduity  and 
moft  diligent  Search  has  not  been 
able  to  avoid  during  the  Time  al- 
lotted to  ^LJtrJi  Compilement,  the 
Reader  may  depend  on  finding 
fupplied,  if  it  jOiould  have  the 
good  Fortune  to  reach  to  a  feccnd 
Edition.  —  Thofe  Pieces,  howe- 
ver, which  have  come  to  my 
Hands  of  this  Author's,  are  en- 
titled as  follow, 
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J.  Arsace.     Ital.  Opera, 

2.  AsTARTus.      Ital.   Opera, 

3.  Crisp  us.     Ital,  Op. 

4.  Floridante,     Ital.  Op. 

5.  Gr  IS  ELD  A.      Ital.  Op. 

6.  Iphigenia     in    Aulis. 

Itil.  Opera. 

7.  MuTius  Sc^voLA.    Ital, 

Op  ra. 

8.  Narcissus.     Ital.  Op, 

9.  Numitor.  Ital.  Opera. 
Signior  Rolii  has  alfo  obliged  the 
World  with  a  good  Tranflation 
of  Milton'' s  Paradije  Loft,  in  Ita- 
lian 5  a  Work  which  does  him 
great  Honour. 

RooME,  Mr. — This  Gentle- 
man was  bred  to  the  Law,  and 
altered  a  Comedy  of  Richard 
Broome^  into  a  BaUad  Opera.— 
He  has,  however,  been  honeft  e- 
nough  to  make  an  Acknow- 
ledgment to  the  Founder  of  his 
Feaft,  by  fuftering  the  Piece  to 
retain  its  original  Title  of 

The  Jo-vial  Cretv.  Ball.  Op. 
and,  under  the  Form  in  which 
Mr.  RoomeXzit  it,  or  at  leafl:  with 
fome  very  trivial  Alterations,  it 
has  within  thefe  three  Years  been 
revived,  and  played  with  amazing 
Succefs  at  Co'vent-Gardcn  Theatre. 
*  Rossi,  Sign.  Giacomo,  an  Ita- 
lian, who,  on  a  Plan  laid  down 
for  him  hy  Aaron  HiU,  Efqj  wrote 
the  Words  of  one  dramatic  Piece, 
which,  being  fet  to  Muficby 
Mr.  Eandel,  was  performed  with 
Succefs  at  the  Opera  Houfe  in  the 
Haymarket. — It  was  entitled, 

RiNALDO.     Ital.  Opera. 

RowE,  Nicholas,  Efqj  Son  to 
JohnRoTve,  Efqj  Serjeant  at  Law, 
was  born  at  Little  Berkford,  in 
Bedfordfioire,  Anno  1673.  —  His 
Education  was  begun  at  a  private 
School  in  Higbgate,  from  whence 
he  was  removed  to  Weftminfter 
School,  where  he  was  perfe£led  in 
Claffical  Literature,  under  the  fa- 
mous fevere  Doftor  Bujby.  —  His 
Father 
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Father  defigning  him  for  his  own 
Profeffion,  enter'd  him,  at  16 
Years  ©f  Age,  a  Student  of  the 
Middle  Temple. — He  foon  made  a 
great  Progrefs  in  the  Law,  and 
might  have  made  a  great  Figure 
in  that  Profeflion,  if  the  Love  of 
Poetry  and  the  Bella  Lettres  had 
not  too  much  attrafted  his  Atten- 
'  tion. — At  the  Age  of  25  he  wrote 
his  firft  Tragedy,  the  Ambitious 
Step -Mother  }  the  great  Succefs  of 
which  made  him  entirely  lay  afide 
all  Thoughts  of  the  Law. — His 
Talent  was  altogether  for  Trage- 
dy J  all  his  Pieces  of  that  Kind 
being  juftly  efteemed  for  the  Po- 
etry and  Sentiments,  although 
they  are  by  many  deemed  faulty 
in  Refpedl  to  the  Plots,  which, 
in  general,  are  too  thin  and  fim- 
ple.— Being  a  great  Admirer  of 
Shakefpeare,  he  gave  the  Public  an 
Edition  of  his  Plays  ;  to  which  he 
prefixed  an  Account  of  that  great 
Man's  Life. — But  the  moft  confi- 
derable  of  Mr.  Ronvis  Perform- 
ances, was  a  Tranflation  of  Lu- 
can's  PLarfalia,  which  he  juft 
lived  to  finifii,  but  not  to  publifh  j 
for  it  did  not  appear  in  Print  till 
ten  Years  after  his  Death. 

His  Attachment  to  the  Mufes, 
however,  did  not  entirely  unfit 
him  for  Bufinefs  j  and  when  the 
Duke  of  Slueenjbtiry  was  Secretary 
of  State,  he  made  Mr.  Roijoe  his 
Lender  -  Secretary  for  Public  Af- 
fairs :  But,  qfter  the  Duke's 
Deatb,  the  Avenues  to  his  Pre- 
ferment being  flopped,  he  paffed 
his  Time  in  Retirement  during 
the  reft  of  Queen  Anne^s  Reign. 
On  the  Acceffion  of  Geo.  I.  he 
was  made  Poet  Laureat,  and  one 
of  the  Land  Surveyors  of  the 
Cuftoms  in  the  Port  of  Londot].-— 
He  was  alfo  Clerk  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  the  Prince  of  WaleSy  and 
the  Lord  Chancellor  Parker  made 
him  his  Secretary  for  the  Prefeu- 
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tations  j  but  he  did  not-  long  en- 
joy  thefe  Promotions,  for  he  died 
in  1718,  in  the  45th  Year  of  his 
Age. — His  dramatic  Pieces  are, 

I.  The  Ambitious  Step-Mother^ 
Trag. 

S.  Tamerlane.     Trag. 

3.  Royal  Convert,     Trag. 

4.  Fair  Penitent.     Trag. 

5.  Jane  Shore.     Trag. 

6.  Lady  Jane  Grey.     Ti*2g, 

7.  Ulysses,     Trag. 

8.  The  Biter.     Com. 

The  laft  Piece  did  not  meet  witfi 
the  fame  Succefs  that  he  had  with 
his  Tragedies  j  for  his  Genius  by 
no  Means  f  uited  the  Comic  Mufe. 

Mr.  Roive  was  twice  married  ; 
had  a  Son  by  his  firft  Wife,  and 
a  Daughter  by  the  fecond. 

He  was  a  handfome,  genteel 
Man  J  and  his  Mmd  was  as  ami- 
able as  his  Perfon. — He  lived  be- 
loved, and  at  his  Death,  had  the 
Honour  to  be  lamented  by  Mr. 
Popey  in  an  Epitaph  which  is 
printed  in  Pope''s  Works,  although 
it  was  not  affixed  on  Mr.  Roive's 
Monument,  in  Wejimirjier-Abbeyt 
where  he  was  interred  in  the 
Poet's  Corner,  oppofite  to  Chaucer, 

Rowley,  Mr.  Samuel. — This 
Gentleman  lived  in  the  Reign  of 
Charles  I.  and  confequently  was 
Cotempo'-ary  with  another  Writer 
of  his  Name,  of  whom  I  (hall 
give  fome  Account  in  the  next 
Article  ;  but,  whether  he  was 
any  Way  related  to  him,  is  not 
apparent. — He  ftiles  himfelf  Ser- 
vant to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  but 
it  does  not  appear  what  Place  he 
enjoyed  under  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  — There  are  two  Plays  in 
Print  under  his  Name,  the  Ti- 
tles of  which  are, 

1.  Noble  Spanijh  Soldier.  Trag, 

2.  When  Tou  fee  me  You  knoia 

me.     Hift.  Play. 
Rov/LEY,    Mr.  Willi  amy  who 
fiands  m  the  third  Ciafs  of  dra- 
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matic  Writers,  lived  In  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  I.  and  received 
his  Education  at  the  Univei-fity 
of  Cambridge,  but  v/hether  he 
took  any  Degree  there  is  not  evi- 
dent, there  being  few  Particulars 
preferved  in  Regard  to  him,  more 
than  his  clofe  Intimacy  and  Con- 
nection with  all  the  principal 
Wits  and  poetical  Geniufes  of 
that  Age,  by  whom  he  was 
well  beloved,  and  with  fome  of 
whom  he  joined  in  their  Wri- 
tings.— Wood  ftiles  him,  *'  the 
•'  Ornament  for  Wit  and  Inge- 
*'  nuity  oi  Ftmbroke-Hall  in  Cam' 
"  bridge.'' — In  a  Word,  he  was  a 
very  great  B-"nefador  to  the  Etig^ 
lijh  Stage,  having,  exclufive  of 
his  Aid  lent  to  Middleton,  Day, 
Hey 'wood,  PFebJler,  &c.  left  us  five 
Plays  of  his  own  compofmg,  and 
one  in  v/hich  even  the  immortal 
Shakefpeare  afforded  him  fome  Af- 
fiftance. — Their  Titles  in  alpha- 
betical Order  are  as  follow, 

1.  Airs  loft  by  Luft.     Trag. 

2.  Birth  of  Merljn.    Tragi- 

Com.    (affifted  by  Sbakef- 
peare.) 

3.  Match  at  Midnight.     Com. 

4.  Neiff  Wonder,  a  Woman  ne- 

ver -vext.     Com. 

5.  Shoemaker    is    a    Gentleman, 

Com, 

6.  Witch    of  Edmonton. 

Tragi  Com. 
The  Plays  in  which  he  was  con- 
cerned v\  ith  others,  but,  not  hav- 
ing the  principal  Hand,  are  not 
afcribed  to  him,  are  the  follow- 
ing, to  which  I  have  fubjoined 
the  Author's  Name  who  joined 
with  him. 

I.  ChangUtig.  Trag,   Tho.  Mid- 
diet  on. 
a.  Cure  for  a   Cuckold.     Com. 

John  Webfter. 
3..  Fair  S^iarrel.     Com,     Tho. 
MiddUtOKi 
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4.  Fortune  by  Land  and  Sea.  C 

The,  Heyivood. 

5.  Old Laiv'.  Hm^i-Com.  Fbi- 

lip  Mafjinger  and  Tho. Mid- 
diet  on. 

6.  Parliament  of  Bees.   Mafqiie, 

John  Day  and  Geo.  V/il- 
kins. 

7.  Spanijh  Gipfey.     Com,   Tho, 

Middleton. 

8.  Thracian    Wonder.       Comic 

Hiftory.  John  Webjhr^f 
(on  the  Authority  oilViu' 
panley  only.) 

9.  Travels  of  the  three  Engii/h 

Brothers.  John  Day  and 
Geo.  Wilkins, 

RuGGLEs,  Ralph,  A.  M.— 
All  I  can  difcover  concerning  this 
Writer  is,  he  belonged  to  Clare- 
Hall,  Cambridge,  and  was  Author 
of  a  very  celebrated  and  very 
humorous  Latin  Play,  which  was 
afted  at  that  Univerfity  before 
King  James  I.  on  the  8th  of 
March  1 6 14,  entitled, 

Ignoramus.     Com. 

RuTTER,  Mr.  Joftpb, — This 
Author  lived  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  I.  and  was  a  De- 
pendant on  the  Family  of  Ed- 
•ward  Earl  of  Dorfet,  Lord  Cham- 
berlain to  the  Qu^een,  being  Tu- 
tor to  his  Son. — At  the  Com- 
mand of  his  Patron,  he  under- 
took a  Tranflation  of  the  firft  Part 
of  the  Cid,  from  the  French  of 
Corneille,  which,  when  executed, 
was  fo  well  approved  of  by  the 
King,  to  whom  it  was  /hewn, 
that,  at  his  Majefty's  own  De- 
fire,  the  fecond  Part  of  the  fame 
Piece  was  put  into  Mr.  Rutter's 
Hands,  with  an  Injunftion  to 
tranflate  it,  which  he  immedi- 
ately obey'd. — -He  befides  wrote 
one  original  dramatic  Piece  of  his 
own,  fo  that  the  Works  of  this 
Kind,  which  he  has  left  behind 
him,  are, 

I.  C/cf. 
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T.  CiJ.      Tragi-Com.    in   two 
Parts, 

2.   Shephevd^s  Holiday,       Trag. 
Com.  Paftora!. 

Ryan,  Mx.Lacy. — This  Gen- 
-tleman,  tho'  generalJy,  I  believe, 
efteifmed  a  Native  of  Ireland,  was 
born  in  England,  in  the  Year 
1694. — What  Profeffion  he  was 
originally  intended  for  I  have  ne- 
ver hearci  5  but  a  ftrong  theatrical 
Paffion  led  him  to  that  of  the 
Stage,  on  which  he  made  a  very 
early  Appearance,  and  was  even 
taken  confiderable  Notice  of  in 
the  Part  of  Marcus  in  'Cato,  du- 
ring the  firft  Run  of  that  Play  in 
the  Year  17 12,  tho'  then  but 
eighteen  Years  of  Age. — He  from 
that  Time  increafed  in  Favour, 
arofe  to  a  very  ronfpicuous  Rank 
in  his  Profeffion,  and  conftantly 
maintained  a  very  uieful  and  even 
important  Caft  of  Parts,  both  in 
Tragedy  and  Comedy.  —  In  his 
Perfon  he  was  genteel  and  well 
made  ;  his  Judgment  was  critical 
and  coned:  ;  his  Underftanding  of 
an  Author's  Senfe  moft  accurately 
jurt,  and  his  Emphafis,  or  Man- 
ner of  pointing  out  that  Senfe  to 
the  Audience,  ever  conftantly 
true,  even  to  a  mufical  Exadlnefs ; 
his  Feelings  were  ftrong,  and  no- 
thing could  give  more  honourable 
Evidence  of  his  Powers  as  an  Ac- 
tor, than  the  Sympathy  to  thofe 
Senfations,  which  was  ever  ap- 
parent in  the  Audience  when  he 
thought  proper  to  make  them  feel 
with  him. 

Yet,  fo  many  are  the  Requi- 
fites  that  /hould  go  to  the  form- 
ing a  capital  Aftor,  fomevv-hat  (o 
very  near  abfolute  Perfe<Slion  is 
expected  in  thofe  who  are  to  con- 
vey to  us  the  Idea,  at  Times,  of 
even  mor-e  than  Mortality,  that, 
with  ail  the  above  -  mentioned 
great  Qiialiries,  this  Adlor  was 
ftill  excluded  from   the   Lift   of 
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firft  Rate  Performers,  by  a  Defi- 
ciency in  only  one  Article,'  njiz. 
that  of  Voice. 

It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Ryan's 
Voice  might   not  naturally  have 
been  a  very  good  one,   as  the  Ca- 
dence of  it  feem'd  always  inclinable 
to  a  fharp  fhrillTreble  ;  but  an  un- 
lucky Fray  with  fome  Watermen, 
at  the  very   eariieft   Part-  of  his 
theatrical  Life,  in  which  he   re- 
ceived a  Blow  on  the  Nofe,  which 
turned  that  Feature  a  little  out  of 
its  Place,  tho'  not  fo  much  as  to 
occafinn  any  Deformity,  made  an 
Alteration   in   his  Voice  alfo,   by 
no  Means  to  its  Advantage  5    yet 
ftill   it   continued  not    difguftful, 
till,  feveral  Years  afterwards,  be- 
ing attacked  in  the  Street  by  fome 
Ruffians,   who,  as  it  appear'd  af- 
terwards, miftcok  him  for  fome 
other  Perfon,   he  received  a  Brace 
of  Piftol   Bullets  in  his  Mouth, 
which    broke    fome    Part  of  his 
Jaw,  and  prevented  his  being  able 
to  perform  at  all  for  a  long  Time 
afterwards  ;    and   tho'   he    did  at 
length  recover  from  the  Kurt,  yet 
his  Voice   ever   after  retained   a 
Tremidum  or  Quaver,  when  drawn 
out  to   any  Length,   which  ren- 
der'd  his  Manner  very  particular, 
and,  by  being   extremely  eafy  to 
imitate,     laid    him     much    more 
open  to  the  Powers  of  Mimickry 
and  Ridicule,  than  he  would  other- 
wife  have  been.    Notwithftanding 
this,    however,    by   being  always 
extreniely  perfeft  in  the  V/ords  of 
his  Author,   and  juft  in  the  fpeak- 
ing  of  them,  added  to  the  Senfi- 
biiity  I  before-mentioned,  an  ex- 
2L&.    Propriety   in  Drefs,    and   an 
Eafe  and  Gentility  of  Deportment 
on  the  Stage,  he  remained  even 
to  the  laft   a  very  deferved  Favo- 
rite with   many  5    which,  more- 
over,   his   amiable    Charafter  in 
pri'ate  Life  did  not   a  little  con- 
trjlute  to.— And  a   very  ftriking 
inftance 
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Inftance  of  the  perfonal  Ei^eem  he 
was  held  in  by  the  Public,  ihew- 
ed  itfelf  on  the  Occafion  of  the 
Accident  I  related  above,  at  which 
Time  his  late  Royal  Highnefs, 
Frederick  Prince  of  JVales,  contri- 
buted a  very  handfome  Prefent  to 
make  him  fome  Amends  for  the 
Injury  he  muft  receive  from  the 
being  out  of  Employment,  and 
feveral  of  the  Nobility  and  Gen- 
try followed  the  laudable  Exam- 
ple fet  them  by  his  Highnefs. 

The  Friendfhip  fubfiiiing  be- 
tween him  a«d  his  great  thea- 
trical Cotemporary  Mr  Quin,  is 
v/ell  known  to  have  been  invio- 
lable, and  refle£ls  Honour  to 
them  both.-— That  valuable  and 
juftly  -  admir'd  Veteran  of  the 
EtJgUjb  Stage,  even  after  he  had 
quitted  it  as  to  general  Perform- 
ance, did,  for  fome  Years  after- 
wards, make  an  annual  Appear- 
ance in  his  favorite  Charadter  of 
Sir  John  Faljiaff,  for  the  Benefit 
of  his  Friend  Mr.  Ryan  ;  and 
when,  at  laft,  he  prudently  de- 
clined hazarding  any  longer  that 
Reputation,  which  he  had  in  fo 
many  hardy  Campaigns  nobly  pur- 
chafed,  by  adventuring  into  the 
Field  under  the  Difadvantages  of 
Age  and  Infirmity ;  yet,  even 
then,  in  the  Service  of  that 
Friend,  he  continued  to  exert 
himfelf ;  and,  where  his  Perfon 
could  no  longer  avail  him,  he,  to 
fpeak  in  Falfiaff's  Language,  us'd 
iis  Credit  j  Tea,  and  to  tad  it, — 
that  he  has  been  known,  by  his 
Intereft  with  the  Nobility  and 
Gentry,  to  have  difpofed,  in  the 
Roonis  of  Bathy  among  Perfons 
who  could  very  few  of  them  be 
prefent  at  the  P!ay,  as  many 
Tickets  for  Mr,  Rjan\  Benefit  as 
have  amounted^  to  an  hundred 
Guineas. 

At  length  tbis  Gentieman,  in 
the  68th  Year  of  a  Life,   fifty 
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Years  of  which  he  had  fpent  in 
the  Service  and  Entertainment  of 
the  Public,  paid  the  great  Debt 
to  Nature  at  Bath,  to  which 
Place  he  had  retired  for  his 
Health,  in  the  Year  3760. 

What  entitles  him  to  a  Place 
in  this  Work  is,  his  having  given 
to  the  Stage  a  little  dramatic 
Piece  of  one  A£l,  entitled. 

The  CcLlers  Opera, 

Rymer,  Thomas,  Efq;  was 
born  in  the  North  of  England^ 
and  educaced  at  the  Univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  but  in  what  College  I 

know  not. On  his  fettling  in 

London,  he  became  a  Member  of 
the  Society  of  Gray's -Inn,  and, 
in  1692,  fucceeded  Mr,  Shadiuell 
as  Hiftoriographer  to  King  Wil- 
liam III. — He  was  a  Man  of  great 
Learning  and  a  Lover  of  Poetry; 
but,  when  he  fets  up  for  a  Cri- 
tic, feems  to  prove  that  he  has 
very  few  of  the  Requifites  for 
that  Charadler  ;  and  was  indeed 
almolt  totally  difqualified  for  it,  by 
his  Want  of  Candour.— TheSeve- 
rity  which  he  has  exerted,  in  his 
View  of  the  Tragedies  of  the  laft 
Age,  againft  the  inimitable  5^^/^^/"- 
peare,  are  fcarcely  to  be  forgiven, 
and  muft  furely  be  confidered  as  a 
Kind  of  Sacrilege  committed  on  the 
SanElum  SanBorum  of  the  Mufes. 
And,  that  his  own  Talents  for 
dramatic  Poetry  were  extremely 
inferior  to  thofe  of  the  Perfons 
whofe  Writing  he  has  with  fo 
much  Rigour  attacked,  will  be 
apparent  to  any  one  who  wi^l  give 
himfelf  the  Trouble  of  perufing 
one  Play,  which  he  has  given  to 
the  World,  entitled, 

Edgar.  Trag. 
But,  altho'  J  cannot  fubfcribe  ci- 
ther to  his  Fame  or  his  Judgment 
as  a  Poet  or  Critic,  yet  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  he  was  a  very  ex- 
ctlleni  Antiquarian  and  Hifto- 
rian,—- Some  of  his  Pieces  relat- 
ing 
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ing  to  our  Conftitutlon  are  ex- 
tremely good,  and  his  well- 
known,  valuable,  and  moft  ufe- 
fulWork,  entitled  the  F^jdera, 
printed  in  feventeen  Volumes  in 
Folio,  will  ftand  an  everlalting 
Monument  of  his  Worth,  his  in- 
defatigable Affiduity,  and  Clear- 
i  nefs  of  Judgment  as  an  hiftorical 
Compiler, — He  died  on  the  14th 
Day  of  Dec.  i-J^I,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Parifli  Church  of  St.  Ck- 
ment'  i-Da7iei. 
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SMr.  was  Author  of  one  of 
the  very  oldeft  regular  Co- 
medies ever  written  in  our  Lan- 
guage.— The  Piece  itfelf  is  re- 
printed in  Nit,  Dodjliy''5  Colle£l:ion 
of  old  Plays,  Vol,  I.  and  is  en- 
titled, 

Gammer  Gurton%  Needle,    Com. 

S.  E.  —  Thefe  Initial  Letters 
are  prefixed  to  a  Piece  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  enter'd  at  Sta- 
tioner's -  Hall  as  Shakefpeare's, 
tho'  at  the  Time  confider'd  as  an 
Impofition,  contriv'd  with  a  View 
to  promote  the  Sale  of  the  Book. 
Yet  there  appears  a  Degree  of  In- 
confiftency  in  the  Story,  as  in  the 
firft  Place  the  Public  can  know 
nothing  of  the  Entries  made  in 
the  Books  of  private  Corporations} 
and  fecondly ,  as  Shakefpeare''^ 
Chriflian  Name  was  too  univer- 
fally  known  to  admit  of  any  Im- 
pofition under  falfe  Initials,  or 
for  any  one  to  miftake  E.  S.  for 
William  Shakefpeare.—Tht  Title 
of  the  Piece  is, 

Cupid's  Whirligig.     Com . 
Phillips  and  Wtnjiankv  have  com  ■ 
mitted  a  Miftake  in  Regard  to 
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this  Play,  by  attributing  it  t® 
Mr.  Thomas  Goff,  whole  Genius 
and  Manner  of  Writing  were  as 
oppofite  to  Comedy  as  Light  to 
Darknefs,  and  ftill  more  fo,  if 
poffible,  to  that  ludicrous  Turn 
which  runs  thro'  great  Part  of 
this  Piece,  and  is  particularly 
confpicuous  in  the  Epiftle  Dedi- 
catory. 

S.  J. — We  find  no  lefs  than 
five  feveral  dramatic  Pieces  with 
thefe  Initials  in  the  Title  Page. 
' — One  of  them,  t--/^.  trie  Maf- 
querade  du  del,  moft  Authors  have 
attributed  to  James  Shirley,  and 
as  the  Dates  of  all  the  reft,  ex- 
cepting the  Athenian  Comedy,  come 
within  the  Period  of  Mr.  Shirley's 
Writing,  I  cannot  think  it  ftretch- 
ing  Conjefture  beyond  the  Limits 
of  Probability,  to  afcribe  them 
all,  or  at  leaft  the  beft  Part  of 
them,  to  him. — Yet  I  muft  not 
omit  obferving  that  Coxeter,  in 
Confcouence  of  fome  Lines  writ- 
ten by  Mr.  Stanley,  feems  of  O- 
pinion  that  the  Pkiilis  of  Scyrot 
was  tranfiated  by  Sir.  Edicard 
Shcrbourne,  yet,  as  the  Initials  af- 
fixed to  that  Piece  do  not  agree 
with  that  Gentleman's  Name,  and 
correfpond  perfeftly  with  that  of 
the  Author  I  have  mentioned,  I 
think  a  diftant  Hint  of  that  Na- 
ture is  fcarcely  fufficient  to  fully 
invalidate  the  Surmife  I  have 
ventured  to  throw  out, — The  dra- 
matic Works  are, 

1.  An  PR  OMAN  A.     Trag. 

2.  Majqucrade  du  Ciel.     Com. 

3.  AW'  Athenian  Comedy, 

4.  PHir.Lis  <3/'ScyRos.   Paft, 

5.  Prince  of  Prig's  Revels.      C. 
S,  S. — Thefe  Initials  only  ftand 

in  the  Title  Page  of  one  Play, 
written,  or  at  leaft  printed,  in 
the  Reign  of  King  James  I,  nor 
do  I  find  any  known  Authors  of 
that  Period  with  whofe  Name 
[  D  d  ]  thefe 
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thefe  Letters  can  be  brought  to 
correfpond. — The  Play  is  entitled, 

The  Hcaeji  Laivyer.     Com. 

Sackville,  Ttcn:as,  Vid. 
DoRS£T,  Earl  of, 

Sadler,  Anthony,  D.  D.— • 
This  Gentleman  was  Son  of  Tho-^ 
fj^as  Sadkr^  of  Chilton  in  Wiltj%ire, 
Efq;  at  which  Place  he  was  born 
towards  the  Beginning  of  the 
Reign  of  Jamc%  [. — At  fevenleen 
Years  of  Age,  'uix,.  in  the  Lent 
Term  of  the  Year  1627,  he  was 
enter'd  Butler  of  St.  Edmuvd'z- 
Hall  in  Oxford,  and,  in  1631,  was 
admitted  to  the  Degree  of  Ba- 
chelor of  Arts,  and  received  into 
Holy  Orders,  foon  after  which  he 
became  Chaplain  to  a  Gentleman 
in  HertfcrdJJoire,  his  Name-Sake, 
and  rnoft  probabl;  a  Relation. — 
Towards  the  Beginning  of  the 
Civil  War  he  was  Curate  of  Bi- 
Jl-^opjioke  in  Hampjhire,  was  after- 
wards Chaplain  to  Letitia,  Dow- 
ager Lady  Paget y  till  at  length, 
in  the  Year  1654,  being  prefent- 
ed  to  the  Living  of  Coynpton  Han- 
ni-ay  in  Dorfetjhire,  he  was  refufed 
to  pafs  by  the  Triers,  vvhich  was 
the  Occafion  of  a  troubleforrie 
Conteft  between  him  and  thofe 
Gentlemen, — Soon  after  this  he 
was  made  Vicar  of  Mitcham  in 
Surry. — But,  indeed,  he  feerr.s 
to  have  been  a  Man  of  a  turbu- 
lent Difpofition,  fcr  we  find  him, 
in  the  Year  156^,  engaged  in  a 
violent  Quarrel  with  one  Robert 
Crayner,  a  Merchant  of  Lmdon, 
but  an  Inhabitant  of  Mitcham,  of 
v/hofe  Behaviour  he  complains, 
in  a  little  Pamphlet  of  one  Sheet 
in  Quarto,  entitled,  Strange  Ntivs 
indeed  from  Mitcham  in  Surfy. — 
After  this,  however,  he  took  the 
Degree  of  Dodlor  of  Divinity,  and 
was  appointed  one  of  his  Majef- 
ty's  Chaplains  extraordinary,  in 
which  Rank  I  imagine  he  conti- 
nued till  his  Death,  v/hich  hap- 
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pened  about  the  Year  1680,  and 
the  70th  of  his  Age. — He  v/as  no 
very  voluminous  V/riter,  but  has 
left  one  fm.all  dramatic  Piece  be- 
hind him,  written  on  a  loyal  Oc- 
cafion, but  which  I  imagine,  from 
a  Circumftance  in  the  Title  I^age, 
was  never  reprefented. — It  is  en- 
titled, 

The  Stihjea's  Joy  for  the  Kings 
Re fl  or  at  ion.      Mafque. 

St.  Serf  E,    Sir  Thomas. • 

This  Title  Jacob  has  given  to  a-. 
Gentleman  whom  neither  Lang- 
bair.e  nor  Gildon  have  dignified 
with  any  Thing  but  his  plain 
Name. — - — He  was  a  Native  of 
North  Briton,  and  it  appears,  by 
the  Dedication  of  a  Play  which 
he  wrote,  and  will  be  prefently 
mentioned,  that  he  was  in  the 
King's  Service  in  the  North  of 
Scotland,  in  the  Times  of  the 
Troubles  ;  tho'  in  what  Poft  is 
not  mentioned  ;  yet,  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  he  ventured  his  Perfon 
on  a  Service  of  cdnflderable  Dan- 
ger, no  lefs  than  that  of  3  Spy, 
from  the  folJowiug  four  Lines 
vvhich  Ccxeter  has  quoted  concern- 
ing him  from  the  Co'vent  Garden 
Drollery,   8vo.   1672.  p.  84.  •viz. 

Once  like  a  Pedlar  ihcy  *  hat'e 

heard  thee  brag, 
H01V  thou  didft  cheat  their  Sight, 

and  Ja've  thy  Craig  5 
When    to    the  great    Montrofs, 

under  Pretence 
Of  godiy  Bukes,  thou  broughtfi 

Intelligence. 
*   The  Covenanters. 

The  Title  of  the  above-men- 
tioned Play-  the  Ground-Work 
of  which,  however,  is  borrowed 
from  the  Spanifb,  is, 

T AKv co^ s  PFiles.     Com. 

Langbaine   gives  it   a   good   Cha- 

rader,   and,  in  Drydens  Mifcel- 

lanies,    Part  V,    (8vo.  1704.)  p. 

272. 
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7,72.  may  be  feen  a  very  eles^.ant 
Copy  of  VeiTes  by  the  Ear!  of 
Dorjlt,  in  CompHment  to  the  Au- 
thor, on  its  Publication. 

Samp'soNj  Mr.  IVill'am.  —  All 
I  can  trace  relating  to  this  Au- 
thor IS,  that  he  lived  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  I.  and  was  for 
fome  Time  retained  in,  and  a 
Dependant  on,  the  Family  of  Sir 
Hemy  IViilotighby^  of  Richley  in 
Dcrbyfmn. — He  was  the  fole  Au- 
thor of  one  Play,  entitled, 

The  V01V  Breaker.      Trag. 
He    was    alfo    Afliflant    to    Mr. 
Markham,  in  the  Compofition  of 
his  Traecciy  of 

Hkrod  ^wrt?  Antip ater. 

Sandys,  George,  Efq; — This 
very  accomplifhed  Gentleman  was 
a  younger  Son  of  Ed-zviri  Arch- 
bi/hop  of  7'ork,  and  was  born  at 
Bipops  'T'hcrp,  in  that  County,  in 
1577'. — At  eleven  Years  of  Age 
he  was  fent  to  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  where  he  was  matricu- 
lated of  Saint  Mary  s- Hall. —In 
the  Year  16  jo,  remarkable  for 
the  Murder  of  that  great  and  good 
Prince,  Henry  i  V.  of  France,  Mr. 
Sandys  fet  out  on  his  Travels, 
and,  in  the  Courfe  of  two  Years, 
made  a  very  extenfive  Tour,  hav- 
ing not  only  travelled  thro'  feveral 
Parts  of  Europe,  but  alfo  vifited 
manv  Cities  and  Countries  of  the 
Eai%  under  the  Tkr^//2>  Empire,  as 
Co--flanlinoplc,  Greece,  Egypt,  and 
the  Holy  Land,  after  which,  tak- 
ing a  View  of  the  remote  Parfs 
0^  Italy  and  the  Iflands  adjoining, 
he  went  to  Rome,  where  he  met 
with  one  Nicholas  Fitzherbcrt,  his 
Countryman,  and  formerly  his 
Fellow-Student,  by  whom  he  was 
fhevv'ti  all  the  Antiquities  of  that 
once  renowned  City. — • — From 
thence  he  went  to  Venice,  and  be- 
ing by  this  Time  very  greatly  im- 
proved,   and    become  not  only  a 
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pevfea  Scholar  but  a  Comrleat 
Gentleman,  he  returned  to  his 
Native  Country,  v/here,  after  pro- 
perly digcfting  the  Obfervations 
he  had  made,  he  pubiifhej  an 
Account  of  his  Tmvels  in  Folio, 
which  is  held  in  very  conhdrra- 
be  EftimatiiMi.— -He  had  alf^  an 
Inclination  for  Poetry,  his  Exer- 
cifes  in  which,  however,  feem  to 
have  been  moftly  on  religioufs 
Subiedtf,  except  his  Tranflat:on 
oi"  Ct'id' s  Metamorpbojes. — He  alio 
paraphrafed  the  Pfalms,  and  ha? 
left  behind  him  a  TranOation, 
with  Notes,  of  one  facred  Drain.-, 
written  origiaally  by  Grotius,  m:i- 
der  the  I'llie  of  Cbri/h^s  Patiois, 
and  which  is  'the  "Piece  th:.t 
'^".  Lauder,  fome  few  Years  ae,o, 
thought  proper  to  fix  on,  as  the 
Foundation  of  his  vile  Charge  of 
Pl^.giarifni  againft  our  imrnoriai 
r\/!i\ion,-^^ifi-c.  Sarrdyu  in  hii 
Tranflation,  has  enlided  it, 

ChnJTs  Fajjlon. 
Tlicre  are  but  few  Incidents 
known  concerning  our  Author, 
but  all  the  Writers  who  have 
mentioned  him,  agree  in  beftow- 
ing  on  him  the  Character,  not 
only  of  n  Man  of  Genius,  but 
of  fingulaf  Worth  and  Piety. — 
For  the  moft  Part  of  his  latter 
Days  he  lived  with  Sir  Francis 
IVenman,  of  Cafi.vell  near  Whitney 
in  Oyfordpire,  to  v/hom  his  Sif- 
ter was  married  ;  probably  chu- 
fing  that  Situation  in  fome  Mea^^ 
fure  on  Account  of  its  Proxinoity 
to  Burford,  the  Retirement  of 
his  intimate  Acquaintance  and 
valuable  Friend  Lucius,  Lord  Vif- 
count  Falkland. — He  died,  how- 
ever, at  the  Houfe  of  his  Ne- 
phew, Sir  Francis  Wyat,  at  Eexley 
in  Kent,  in  1643  ;  and  was  in- 
terred in  the  Chancel  of  that  Pa.- 
rifli  Church. 

He  had  no  Monument  ereflcd 
[  D  d  s  ]  to 
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to  his  Memory,  but  various  Wri- 
ters have  h:inded  down  the  fol- 
lowing Infcription,  as  oa«  that 
was  due  to  his  Merit. 

Georgius  Sandys,  Poetarum  An- 

ghruni  fui  JacuU  Princeps. 

And  the  high  Comrflendations 
given  of  him  by  the  above-men- 
tioned ingenious  Nobleman,  m  a 
Copy  of  Vetfes  addrefs'd  to  Gro- 
tius  on  his  Cbrijiui  Patiens,  are  a 
moft  honourable  Tribute  to,  and 
an  immortal  Record  of,  our  Au- 
thor's great  Worth  and  Abilities. 
Savage,  Richard,  one  of  the 
Sioft  remarkable  Charafters  that 
we.  have  met  with,  in  all  the  Re- 
cords of  Biography. — He  was  the 
unfortunate  Son  of  the  moft  un- 
natural of  Mothers,  Ami,  Coun- 
tefs  of  Macclesfclci  ;  who  confeflfed 
that  her  Huiband,  the  Earl  of 
Maccleijield,  was  not  the  Father 
of  the  Child,  but  that  he  was 
adulteroufly  begotten  by  the  Earl 
cf  Riirers,  whcfe  Name  v/as  Sa- 
T'.jpt-. — This  Dechiration  flie  vo- 
liiutui-iiy  n^adc,  Anno  1697,  (in 
v.hich  "li'ear  our  Author  was  born) 
in  order  to  procure  a  Separation 
from  her  Hufband,  with  whom 
fhe  had  lived,  for  fome  Time,  on 
very  uneafy  Terms. — As  to  the 
Truth  of  the  Fadl,  there  was  no 
Doubt  made  of  it  j  for  Lord  Ri- 
•vers  acquiefced  in  her  Declara- 
tion, and  appeared,  by  the  Mea- 
fures  he  took  to  provide  for  liim, 
to  confider  the  Child  as  his  own. 
— But  his  Mother ,  who  was 
certainly  his  Mother,  whoever 
was  the  Father,  had  other,  and 
lefs  natural  Sentiments,  with  Re- 
fpeit  to  the  Duty  which  all  Pa- 
rents owe  to  their  Ofepring. — 
Strange  as  it  may  app:;ar,  the 
Countefs  looked  upon  lier  Son, 
from  the  Moraerit  cf  r.is  Birth, 
with  a  Klna  of  fUfciiLnfieat  and 


S  A 

Abhorrence.- She  refoJved   to 

dil'own  him,  and  therefore  com- 
mitted him  to  the  Care  of  a  poor 
Woman,  whom  fhe  direfted  to 
educate  him  as  her  own,  enioin- 
ing  her  never  to  inform  him  who 
were  his  real  Parents. 

The  haplcfs  Infant,  however, 
was  not  wholly  abandoned. — The 
Lady  Ma  [on,  Mother  to  the  Coun- 
tefs, took  fome  Charge  of  his  E- 
ducstion,  and  placed  him  at  a 
Grammar  School  near  St.  Albans, 
where  he  went  by  the  Name  of 
his  Nurfe. 

"While  he  was  at  this  School, 
his  Father,  the  Earl  Rivers,  was 
feized  with  a  Diftemper  which 
threatened  his  Life ;  and,  as  he 
lay  on  his  Death-Bed,  he  was 
defirous  of  providing  for  this,  a- 
mong  others  of  his  natural  Chil- 
dren.— Accordingly  he  fent  to  the 
Countefs,  to  enquire  after  her 
Son  ;   and  fhe  had  the  monflrous 

Ciuelty   to  declare  him  dead  ! ■ 

The  Earl,  not  fufpefting  that 
there  could  exifb  in  Nature,  a 
Mother  whp  could  thus  caufe- 
lefsly  ruin  her  Child,  without 
procuring  any  Advantage  to  her- 
felf  by  fo  doing,  believed  her 
wicked  Report  j  ^ind  thereupon 
beftowed  upon  another  the  Sum  cf 
fix  Thoufand  Pounds,  which  he 
had  before  bequeathed  to  his 
Son  by  Lady  Macciesfield. 

This  unnatural  Woman  did  not 
flop  here,  in  her  Enmity  to,  and 
even  Perfecution  of,  her  Son. — 
She  formed  a  Scheme,  on  his 
quitting  the  above-mentioned 
School,  to  have  him  kid-napped 
away  to  the  Plantations ;  but  this 
Contrivance  was,  by  fome  Acci- 
dent, defeated. — She  then  hatch- 
ed another  Device,  with  the 
View  of  burying  him  in  Pover- 
ty and  Obfcurity,  for  the  Re- 
mainder of  his  Days  j  and  had 
him  placed  with  a  Shoema- 
ker 
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-  ker  in  Uolboni. — In  this  Station, 
however,  he  did  not  long  conti- 
nue 5  for  his  Nurfe  dying,  he 
went  to  take  Care  of  the  Effefts 
of  hisfuppofed  Mother,  and  found 
"  in  her  IJoxes  fome  of  Lady  Ma- 
foHS  Letters  to  the  good  Woman, 
which  informed  young  Savage  of 
his  Birth,  and  the  Caufe  of  its 
Concealment, 

From  tlie  Moment  of  this  Dif- 
covery,  it  was  natural  for  him  to 
grow  difutisfied  with  his  Station 
and  Employment  inHolborn. — He 
jiow  conceived  he  had  a  Right  to 
Share  in  the  Afliuence  of  ]}is  real 
Mother,  and  therefore  hedireftly, 
and  perhaps  indifcreetly,  .applied 
to  her,  and  made  ufe  of  every 
Art  to  awake  iier  Tendernefs  and 
attract  h:r  Regard. — But  in  vain 
did  he  folicit  this  unfeeling  Pa- 
rent j  file  avoided  him  with  the 
utmofl:  Precaution,  and  tooii  Mea- 
fures  to  prevent  his  ever  entering 
hcv  Houle,  on  any  Pretence  what- 
ever. 

Savage  was  at  this  Time  fo 
touched  with  the  Diiccvery  of  his 
Birth,  that  he  frequently  made  it 
his  Pradice  to  walk  in  the  Even- 
ing before  his  Mother's  Door, 
in  the  Hope  of  feeing  her  by  Ac- 
cident j  and  often  did  he  warmly 
folicit  her  to  admit  him  to  fee 
her  5  but  ail  to  no  Efteft, — he 
could  neither  foften  her  Heart, 
nor  open  h&r  Hand. 

Mean  timae,  while  he  was  affi- 
ououfly  endeavouring  to  roufe  the 
AfFeftions  of  a  Mother,  in  whom 
sll  natural  Aueftion  was  extindl, 
he  was  deftitute  of  the  Means  of 
Support,  and  reduced  to  the  Mi- 
feries  of  Want.— We  are  not  told 
by  what  Means  he  got  rid  of  his 
Obligation  to  the  Shoe-maker,  or 
whether  he  ever  was  aftually 
bound  to  him  ;  but  we  now  find 
him  very  diftercntly  employed, 
in  order  to  procure  a  Subfiftence. 
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In  /hort,  the  Youth  h^d  Parts, 
and  a  ftrong  Inclination  tov/ard 
literary  Purfuits,  eipecialiy  Po- 
etry. —  Neceffity,  however,  firft 
made  him  an  Author  j  and  he 
was  very  oddly  initiated  into  the 
Myfleries  of  the  Prefs,  by  a  little 
Poem  on  a  very  fingular  Subjeft, 
for  fuch  a  Perfon  as  our  young 
Author  to  meddle  with  :  ■I'/z;. 
the  famous  Bangorian  Contro- 
verfy,  then  v/armly  agitated  by 
the  polemical  Writers  of  that 
Time. 

This  wasy  however,  but  a  crude 
Effort  of  uncultivated  Genius,  of 
which  the  Author  was  afterward 
much  a(hamed. He  then  at- 
tempted another  Kind  of  Writing; 
and,  at  only  eighteen  Years  of 
Age,  offered  a  Comedy  to  the 
Stage,  entitled  Woman's  a  Rid' 
d'e,  which  was  refufed  by  the 
Players  j  for,  in  Fadl,  the  Piece 
was  not  Sa-vages,  Property,  it  not 
being  his  own  Perform.ance,  but 
the  Work  of  a  Lady  who  had 
tranflated  it  from  the  Spanijh,  and 
given  Salvage  a  Copy  of  it :  The 
Story  is  circumftantially  related 
in  our  firft  Volume,  under  the 
above  -  mentioned  Title  of  this 
PJay. — Two  Years  after  this,  he 
wrote  Lo've  in  a  Veil,  borrowed 
likewii'e  from  the  Spanip,  but 
with  little  better  Succefs  than  be- 
fore 5  for  it  was  afted  fo  late  in 
the  Year,  that  the  Author  re- 
ceived fcarce  any  other  Advantage 
from  it  than  the  Acquaintance  of 
Six  Richard  Steele,  and  Mi.  Wilkes, 
the  celebrated  Comedian,  by 
whom  he  w^as  pitied,  counte- 
nanced, and  relieved. — The  for- 
mer efpoufed  his  Intereft  with  the 
moft  benevolent  Zeal,  declaring 
that  the  Inhumanity  of  his  rvlo- 
ther  had  given  him  a  right  to 
find  every  good  Man  his  Father. 
Steele  propofed  to  have  eftablifl^ed 
him  in  a  fettled  Scheme  of  Life, 

[  D  d  3  j  and 
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and  to  have  married  him  to  a  na- 
tural Daughter  of  his,  on  whom 
he  intended  to  beftow  a  thoufand 
Pounds  j  but  Sir  Richard  con- 
duced his  own  Affairs  fo  badly, 
that  he  foimd  too  much  Difficulty 
in  raifmg  fo  connderable  a  Sum  ; 
on  which  Account  the  Marriage 
v/as  delayed. — In  the  mean  Time 
fome  officious  Perfon  informed 
the  gof'd-natured  Knight,  that  his 
intended  Sonin-Law  had  ridi- 
culed him  ;  which,  whether  true 
or  not,  fo  provoked  Sir  Richard, 
that  he  withdrew  h'.s  Friendfliip 
fj-om  Savage,  and  never  after- 
wards admitted  hin*  into  his 
Houfe. 

Mr.  IFilkes,  however,  ftlll  re- 
mained in  his  Iniereft  ;  and  even 
found  Means  to  foften  the  H-jart 
of  Savage's  Mother,  fo  far  as  to 
obtain  from  her  the  Sum  of  fifty 
Pounds,  with  a  Promife  of  far- 
ther Relief  for  this  her  out-caft 
Ouspting  ;  but  we  do  not  find 
that  this  Promife  was  performed. 

Being  thus  obliged  to  depend 
on  Mr.  Wilket,  he  became  an  af- 
fiduous  Frequenter  of  the  Thea- 
tres, and  thence  the  Amufen-.ents 
of  the  Stage  tcck  fach  Pofleflion 
cf  his  Mind,  that  he  was  never 
abfent  from  a  Play  in  feveral 
Years. 

]n  174 3  he  brought  en  the 
Stage  his  Tragedy  of  Str  Thor.ai 
O'varbury  \  in  which  he  himfelf 
performed  the  principal  Charac- 
ter, but  with  fo  little  Reputation, 
th.^t  he  ufed  to  blot  his  Name 
out  of  the  Drarnatit  PerJor.Oi., 
\vhenever  any  of  the  printed  Co- 
pies of  the  Play  fell  into  his 
Kands. — The  whole  Profits  of 
this  Performance,  from  the  s.€i- 
ir.g,  printing,  and  the  Dedica- 
tion, .amounted  to  about  ^T  200, 
The  celebrated  Jlaron  EiH,  Efcj; 
wras  of  great  Service  to  him  in 
CQHeitiog  «iid  fitti-ig  th,\s  Piece 
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for  the  Stage  and  the  Prefs  j  and 
extended  his  Patronage  and  good 
Offices  ftill  farther. — Savage  was, 
like  many  other  Wits,  a  bad  Ma- 
nager, and  was  ever  in  Diftrefi. 
As  faft  as  his  Friends  raifed  hira 
out  of  one  Difficulty,  he  funk 
into  another  5  and  when  he  found 
himfelf  greatly  involved,  he  would 
ramble  about  like  a  Vagabond, 
with  fcarce  a  Shirt  on  his  Back. 
He  was  in  one  of  thefe  Situations 
all  the  Time  wherein  he  wrote 
his  Tragedy  above-mentioned} 
without  a  Lodging,  and  often 
without  a  Dinner  :  So  that  he 
ufed  to  fcribble  on  Scraps  of  Pa- 
per picked  up  by  Accident,  or 
begged  in  the  Shops  which  he  or- 
cafionally  ilerped  into,asThough;s 
occurred  to  him,  craving  the  Fa- 
vour of  the  Pen  and  Ink,  as  it 
were  juft  to  take  a  Memorandum. 

Mr.  m/I  alfo  earneftly  pro- 
moted a  Subfcription  to  a  Volums 
of  Mifcellanies,  by  Sa^jage  ;  and 
likev/ife  furnidicd  Part  of  the 
Poems  of  which  the  Volume  was 
compofed. — To  this  Mifcellany 
Salvage  wrote  a  Preface,  in  which 
he  gives  an  Account  of  his  Mo- 
ther's Cruelty,  in  a  very  uncom- 
mon Strain  of  Humour. 

The  Profits  of  his  Tragedy  and 
his  Mikellanies  together  had  now, 
for  a  Time,  fomevvhat  railed  poor 
San-agc,  both  in  Circumftjnces 
and  Credit  5  fo  that  the  World 
juft  began  to  behold  him  with  a 
more  favorable  Eye  than  form.er- 
ly,  when  a  Misfortune  befel  him, 
by  which  not  only  his  Reputation 
but  his  Life  was  endangered. 

On  the  2Cth  of  Ni-rj,  ill^y 
Mr.  Savage  came  from  Richmond, 
whither  he  had  for  fome  Time 
retired,  in  Order  to  purfoe  his 
Studies  without  Interruption  ,  and 
aceidcnlalJy  meeting  with  iwo 
Acquaintances,  whofe  Names  were 
I'dardant  aiid  Gregory^  he  went 
ia 
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in  with  them  to  a  Coffee-houre, 
where  they  fat  drinking  till  it  was 
late. — He  would  willingly  have 
gone  to  Bed  in  the  fame  Houfe, 
but  there  was  not  Room  for  the 
whole  Company,  and  therefore 
they  agreed  to  ramble  about  the 
Streets,  and  divert  themfclves 
with  fuch  Incidents  as  ihould  oc- 
cur till  Morning. — Happening  to 
difcover  a  Light  in  a  Coffee-houfe 
near  Charing  Crofs,  they  went  in 
and  demanded  a  Room. — They 
were  told  the  next  Parlour  wouTd 
be  empty  presently  ;  as  a  Com- 
pany were  then  paying  their  reck- 
oning,  in   order  to  leave  it. 

Marchart,  not  iatisfied  with  this 
Anfwer,  abruptly  ru/licd  into  the 
Room,  and  behaved  veiy  rudely. 
This  produced  a  Quarrel  j  Swords 
were  drawn,  and,  in  the  Confu- 
fion,  one  Mr.  Jatnes  Sinclair  was 
killed. — A  Woman  Servant,  like- 
wife,  was  acciuently  wounded  by 
Sa%'agef  as  £he  was  endeavouring 
to  hold  him. 

Sa'uage  znA  his  Companions, 
being  taken  into  Cuftody,  v^/ere 
tried  for  this  Offence,  and  both 
he  and  Gregory  were  capitally  con 
vifted  of  Mulder. — Savage  '^Iza.A- 
ed  his  own  Caufe,  and  behaved 
with  great  Refolution  j  but  it  was 
too  plainly  proved  that  he  gave 
Sinclair  his  Death's  Wound,  while 
Gregory  commanded  the  Sword  ©f 
the  Deceafed. 

The  Convids  being  recondu£l- 
ed  to  Prifon,  were  heavily  ironed, 
and  remained  with  no  Hopes  of 
Life,  but  from  the  Royal  Mer- 
cy :  But,  can  it  be  believed  !  this 
his  own  Mother  (yes,  it  may  be 
believed  of  her)  endeavoured  to 
intercept. — She  was  now  in  Hopes 
of  entirely  getting  rid  of  him  for 
ever  5  and  that  the  laft  Chanre 
for  his  Life  migl.t  be  totally 
turned  againfb  him,  fhe  had  the 
horribie  Inhumanity  to  Prej udice 
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the  Queen  againft  him,  at  this 
critical  Junfture,  by  telling  her 
Majefty  the  moft  malicious  Sto- 
ries, and  even  downright  Falfhoods, 
of  her  unhappy  Son  ;  which  fo  far 
anfvvcred  her  diabolical  Purpofe, 
that  for  a  long  while  the  Q^ieen 
totally  rejefted  all  Petitions  that 
were  ofier'd  to  her,  in  Favour  of 
this  unhappy  Man. 

At  length,  however,  Compaf- 
fion  ralfed  him  a  Friend,  whofe 
Rank  and  Chara£ler  were  too  e- 
minent  to  fail  of  Succefs  :  This 
was  the  amiable  Countefs  ofHert' 
ford,  who  laid  before  the  Queen 
a  true  Account  of  the  extraordi- 
nary Story  and  Sufferings  of  poor 
Sa-vage  ;  and,  in  Confcquence  of 
fuch  feafonable  and  powerful  In- 
terpofition  in  his  Favour,  be  was 
foon  after  admitted  to  Bail,  and, 
in  March  1728,  he  pleaded  the 
Royal  Pardon  :  To  which  alfo 
the  Pefition  deliver'd  to  his  Ma- 
jcfi^y  by  the  Lord  lyrconrel,  and 
the  Soijicitations  in  his  Behalf 
made  to  Sir  R.  IValpoU  by  Mrs. 
Oldpeld,  were  not  a  little  con- 
ducive, 

TIto'  Misfortune  made  an  Im- 
prefiion  on  the  Mind  of  the  in-: 
difcieet  Sa'vage,  it  had  not  fufH- 
cient  Weight  with  him  to  pro- 
duce a  thorough  Change  in  his 

Life  and  Manners. ^He  feeras 

fated  to  be  wretched,  throughout 
the  whole  Courfe  of  his  Life. — - 
He  had  now  recovered  his  Liber- 
ty, but  he  had  no  Means  of  Sub- 
fiftcnce.  —  The  lucky  Thought 
nov/  ftruck  him  (lucky  indeed, 
had  he  known  how  to  have  im- 
proved it  to  the  m.oft  Advantage) 
that  he  might  compel  his  Mother 
to  do  fomething  for  him,  and  ex- 
tort from  her,  by  a  Lampoon, 
■what  {he  refufed  to  natural  A(- 
fc(fl  on. — He  threatned,  that  he 
would  feverely  expofe  her,  and 
the  E:sfedieot  proved  fuccefsful. 
Whether 
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Whether  Shame  prevailed  with 
htr,  or  whether  her  Relations  had 
rnore  Deh'cacy  than  herielf,  is  not 
very  clear,  but  the  Event  might 
have  made  Salvage  happy  for  the 
Remainder  of  his  Days,  had  he 
poffeffed  but  common  Prudence. — 
In  fhort,  Lord  T^yrcormel  received 
him  into  his  Family,  treated  him 
upon  an  equal  Footing,  and  al- 
lowed him  200  1.  a  Year, 

Sai'age  was  now,  for  once,  on 
the  Top  of  Fortune's  Wheel  5 
but,  alafs  !  his  Head  foon  grew 
giddy,  his  Brain  turned,  anddov.-n 
he  came  Head-long,  with  luch.  a 
Fall  as  he  never  could  recover. — 
For  fome  Time  he  lived  v/ith  his 
noble  Friend,  in  the  utmoft  Eafe 
and  Affluence  ;  a.,fi  the  World 
feem.ed  to  fmile  upon  him,  as 
tho'  he  had  never  experienced 
the  flightelr  of  its  Frowns.— This 
Interval  of  Profperity  furniihed 
him  v»ith  Opportunities  of  en- 
larging his  Knowledge  of  Human 
Nature,  by  contemplating  Life 
from  its  higheft  Gradation  to  its 
loweft  ;  and  in  this  gay  Period  of 
his  Days,  he  publiihed  the  yf'an- 
dercr,  a  Moral  Poem, 'which  w-as 
approved  by  Mr.  Pope,  and  which 
the  Author  himfelf  confidered  as 
his  Mafter  -  Piece. — It  was  ad- 
drelTed  to  the  Earl  of  Tyrccnnel, 
with  the  highefi:  Strains  of  Pane- 
gyric.— Thefe  Praifes,  however, 
in  a  ftortTime,  he  found  himfelf 
inclined  to  retra£l,  being  dif- 
cavded  by  the  Nobleman  on  whom 
he  had  befiowed  them. 

The  Caufeaffigned  by  his  Lord- 
(hip,  for  withdrawing  his  Protec- 
tion from  this  ill-fated  Man,  vvas, 
that  Savage  v^as  guilty  of  the 
moft  licentious  Behaviour,  intro- 
ducing Company  into  his  Houfe, 
with  v/hom  he  pradlifed  the  moft 
licentious  Frolics,  and  committed 
all  the  Outrages  of  Drunkennefs : 
Moreover,  that  he  pawned  er  fold 
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the  Books  of  which  his  Lordftip 
had  made  him  a  Prefent,  fo  that 
he  had  often  the  Mortification  to 
fee  them  expofed  to  Sale  upon 
Stalls. — On  the  other  Hand,  .S^- 
•vage  alledged,  thzt  l.oxd.fTyrcor:nel 
quarrel'd  with  him,  becaufe  he 
would  not  fubilraft  from  his  own 
Luxury,  what  he  had  promifed 
to  allow  him  ;  but  this  is  by  no 
Means  probable, — Our  Author's 
known  Charader  pleads  too 
ftrongiy  againft  him  5  for  his 
Conduifi  w'as  ever  fuch  as  made 
all  his  Friends,  fooner  or  later, 
grow  weary  of  him  ;  and,  even 
forced  moft  of  them  to  beccme 
his  Enemies. 

Being  thus  once  more  turned 
adrift  upon  the  World,  Salvage, 
Vi'hcfe  Pafiions  were  very  ftrong, 
and  whofe  Gratitude  wa^  very 
fmall,  became  extremely  diligent 
in  expofing  the  Faults  of  Lord 
Tyrconriel ;  and  he,  m.oreover  j 
now  thought  himfelf  again  at  Li- 
berty  to   take  his  Revenge. upon 

his  Mother. Accordingly,    he 

wrote  Ik-e  Bajiard,  a  Poem,  re- 
markable for  the  Vivacity  in 
the  Beginning,  (v.here  he  finely 
enumerates  the  imaginary  Advan- 
tages of  bafe  Birth)  and  tor  the 
pathetic  Conclufion,  v.'herein  he 
recounts  therealCalamlties  which 
he  fuftered  by  the  Crime  of  his 
Parents. — The  Reader  will  not 
be  difpleafed  with  a  Tranfcript  of 
fome  of  the  Lines,  in  the  Open- 
ing of  the  Poem,  as  a  Specimen 
o  f  this  Writer's  Spirit  and  Man- 
ner of  Verfification. 

Bkfi    be    the    Bajlard's    Birth  I 

thro'  wond'rous  fFays, 
He  /hinei  excentric  like  a  Comeths 

Blaxe. 
Nofickly  Fruit  of  faint  CompU- 

ar,ce  he  ; 
He  !  fiamp'd  in  Nature's  Mint 

with  ExtaJ'y  ! 

Hs 


S  A 

He  ll-ves  to  build,    mt   boafi  a 

genrotts  Race; 
No  tenth  Tranfmitter  of  a  foolijh 

Face, — 
lie,  kindling  from  ivithin  requires 

no  Flame, 
He  glories  in  a  Bafard'i  globing 

Name, 
-—Nature's   unbounded  Son,     he 

Jiands  alone, 
His  Heart  unbias'd,  and  his  Mind 

his  oivn. 
—0  Mother  !  yet  no  Mother  •/ — 

^tis  to  you 
My  Thanks  for  fucb  dijlinguijb'' d 

Claims  are  due. 

This  Poem  had  an  extraordinary 
Sale  5  and  its  Appearance  hap- 
pening at  the  Time  when  his 
Mother  was  at  Bath,  maiay  Per- 
fons  there  toolc  frequent  Oppor- 
tunities of  repeating  Paflages  from 
the  Bajlard  in  her  hearing  j  fo 
that  fhe  was  obiiged  to  fly  the 
Place,  and  take  Shelter  in  Lon- 
don. 

Some  Time  after  this,  Savage 
formed  the  Refolution  of  apply- 
ing to  the  Queen  j  who,  having 
once  given  him  Life,  he  hoped 
llie  might  farther  extend  her 
Goodnefs  to  him,  by  enabling 
him  to  fupport  it.  —  With  this 
View  he  publiilied  a  Poem  on 
her  Birth-Day,  which  he  entitled 
T^he  Volunteer  -l.aureat. — He  had 
not,  at  that  Time,  one  Friend  to 
prefent  his  Verfes  to  her  Mnjefty  \ 
who,  neverthelefs,  fent  him  fifty 
Pounds,  with  an  Intimation  that 
he    might    annually    expeft    the 

fame    Bounty. According    he 

continued  to  pay  her  Majcfty  this 
Compliment  on  every  cnfuing 
Birth -Day,  and  had  the  Honour 
of  prefenting  his  Compofitions, 
and  of  kilTmg  her  Ma'efty's  Hand. 

But  Satire  was  rather  his  Turn 
than  Panegyrick  ;  and,  among  o- 
eherExercifcs  of  his  Prop cnfity  this 
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Way,  was  a  Lampoon  Tipon  the 
Clergy,  with  a  View  to  expofe 
the  Bifhop  of  London,  who  was 
then  engaged  in  a  Difpute  with 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  which,  be- 
ing the  Subjetl:  of  general  Con- 
verfation,  furnifhed  Sa'uage  with 
a  popular  Topic. — The  Piece  was 
entitled  the  Progrejs  of  a  Dinjine, 
in  which  he  painted  the  Charafter 
of  a  profligate  Prieft  in  fuch  odious 
Colours,  as  drew  upon  him  the 
utmoft  Refentment  of  the  Eccle- 
fiaftits ;  who  endeavoured  to  take 
their  Revenge  on  him  by  a  Pro- 
fecution  in  the  Kings  -  Bench  for 
Obfcenity,  in  Regard  to  fome 
Paffages  in  th's  Performance.-— 
In  Anfwer  to  this  Charge  Savage 
juftly  pleaded  that  he  had  only 
introduced  obfcene  Ideas  with  the 
View  of  expofmg  them  to  Detef- 
tation,  and  of  difcouraging  Vice 
by  fliewing  its  Deformity. — As 
the  Reditude  of  this  Plea  was 
obvious,  it  was  readily  admitted 
by  Sir  Philip  Torke,  afterwards 
Lord  Chancellor,  who  then  pre- 
fided  in  that  Court  5  and  who  ac- 
cordingly difmified  the  Informa- 
tion. 

But,  tho'  Savage  found  fo  ma- 
ny Friends,  and  had  fo  manyRe- 
fources  and  Supplies,  he  was  ever 
in  Diflrefsc — The  Qjjeen's  annual 
Allovv'ance  was  nothing  to  a  Man 
of  his  ftrange  and  Angular  Extra- 
vagance,— His  ufual  Cuftom  was, 
as  foon  as  he  had  received  his 
Penfion,  to  difappear  with  it,  and 
fecrete  himfelf  from  his  rnoft  in- 
timate Friends,  till  every  Shilling 
of  the  fifty  Pounds  was  ipent  j 
which  done,  he  again  appeared, 
pennylefs  as  before  :  But  he  would 
never  inform  any  Perfon  where 
he  had  been,  nor  in  what  Man- 
ner his  Money  had  been  diffi- 
pated. — From  the  Reports,  how- 
ever, of  fome  who  found  Means 
to  penetrate  his  Haunts^  it  would 
feem 
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Teem  that  he  expended  both  his 
Time  and  his  CaOi  in  the  moil 
fordid  and  defpicable  Senfuality; 
palticfslarly  in  eating  and  drink- 
Jngj  in  which  he  wouJd  indulge 
in  the  moft  unfocial  Manner, 
fitting  whole  Days  and  Nights  by 
himfelf,  in  obfcure  Houfes  of 
Entertainment,  over  his  Bottle 
and  Trencher,  immerfed  in  Filth 
and  Sloth,  with  fcarce  decent  Ap- 
parel J  generally  wrapped  up  in  a 
Horfeman's  great  Coat  j  and,  on 
the  whole,  with  his  very  homely 
Countenance,  and  altogether,  ex- 
hibiting an  Objeft  the  moft  dif- 
gufting  to  the  Sight,  if  not  to 
feme  other  of  the  Senfes. 

His  Wit  and  Parts,  however, 
fl:ill  raifed  him  new  Friends,  as 
faft  as  his  Mifbehaviour  loft  him 
his  old  ones  ;  and  Sir  R.  Walpole, 
the  Prime  Minifter,  was  warmly 

follicited  in  his  Favour. But, 

tho'  Promifes  were  made,  •■  no- 
thing more  than  Pronaifes  were 
obtained,  from  that  celebrated 
Statefman  :  Whether  it  was  that 
fome  -Enemy  to  Savage  hinted  to 
Sir  Robert,  that  any  Thing  done 
for  that  unhappy  Man,  would  be 
a  mere  Wafte  of  Benevolence, 
and  Charity  utterly  thrown  away  ; 
or,  to  whatever  Caufe  it  was 
owing,  certain  it  is,  that  our 
Author's  Difappointment,  with 
Refpcdl  to  his  Expedlations  from 
this  Minifter,  cDuld  not  proceed 
from  any  Want  of  Generofity  in 
Sir  Robert,  who  was  confefTedly  a 
moft  muniftcent  Patron ,  and 
bounteous  Rewarder  of  literary 
Merit  J  efpecially  where  Men  of 
Letters  employed  their  Talents  in 
his  Service. 

His  Poverty  ftill  increafing,  he 
was  even  reduced  fo  low,  as  to  be 
deftitute  of  a  Lodging  ;  infomuch 
that  he  often  paffed  his  Nights  in 
thofe  mean.  Houfes  which  are  fet 
©^en  for  cafuai  V/anderers  5  foirier. 
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times  in  Cellars,  amidft-  the  Riot 
and  Filth  of  the  moft  profligate 
of  the  Rabble  ;  and  not  feldom 
would  he  walk  the  Streets 'till  he 
was  weary,  and  then  lie  down  (in 
Summer)  on  a  Bulk,  or  (in  Win- 
ter) with  his  AfTociates,  among 
the  A/};es  of  a  Glafs  Houfe.  i 

Yet,  amidft  all  this  Penury  and 
Wretchednefs,  had  this  Man  fo 
much  Pride,  fo  high  an  Opinion 
of  his  own  Merit,  that  he  ever 
kept  up  his  Spirits,  and  was  al- 
ways ready  to  reprefs,  with  Scorn 
and  Contempt,  the  leaft  7\ppear- 
ance  of  any  Slight  or  Indignity 
towar<^s  himfelf,  in  the  Beha- 
viour of  his  Acquaintance  j  a- 
mong  whom  he  looked  upon  none 
as  his  Superiour :  He  ivould  be 
treated  as  an  equal,  even  by  Per- 
fons  of  the  higheft  Rank  !  We 
have  an  Inftance  of.  this  prepof- 
terous  and  inconfiftent  Pride,  in 
his  refufing  to  wait  upon  a  Gen- 
tleman who  was  defirous  of  reliev- 
ing him  when  at  the  loweft  Ebb 
of  Diftrefs,  only  becaufe  the  Mef- 
fage  fignified  the  Gentleman's 
Defire  to  fee  him  at  nine  o'CIock 
in  the  Morning  :  Sa-vage  could 
not  bear  that  any  one  fhould  pre- 
fume  to  prefcribe  the  Hour  of 
his  Attendance  ;  and  tlierefore 
he  abfolutely  rejedled  theproffer'd 
Kindnefs. 

This  Life,  unhappy  as  it  may 
be  already  imagined,  was  yet  ren- 
dered more  unhappy,  by  the  Death 
of  the  Qu^een,  in  1738  ;  v/hich 
Stroke  deprived  him  of  all  Hopes 
from  the  Court.  —  His  Penfion 
was  difcontinued,  and  the  info- 
lent  Manner  in  which  he  demand- 
ed of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  to  have 
it  reftored,  for  ever  cut  off  this 
confiderable  Supply  j  which  pof- 
fibly  had  been  only  delayed,  and 
might  have  been  recovered  by 
proper  Application. 

His   Diftrefs    now    became    fo 
gveat. 
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great^  and  fo  notoricus,  that  a 
Scheme  was  at  length  concerted 
for  procuring  him  a  permanent 
Relief.— It  was  propofed  that  he 
(hould  retire  into  Waits,  with  an 
Allowance  of  50 1.  per  Ann,  on 
■which  he  was  to  live  privately,  in 
a  cheap  Place,  for  ever  quiting 
his  Town-Haunts  and  refigning 
all  farther  Pretenfions  to  Fame. 
This  Offer  he  feemed  gladly  to 
accept,  but  his  Intentions  were 
only  to  deceive  his  Friends,  by 
retiring  for  a  while,  to  write  an  - 
other  Tragedy,  and  then  to  return 
with  it  to  London,  in  order  to 
bring  it  upon  the  Stage. 

In  1 7 39 J  he  fet  out  for  Swanfe-^ 
in  the  Bnjhl  Stage-Coach,  and 
was  furnirhed  with  15  Guineas 
to  bear  the  Expence  of  his  Jour- 
ney.— But,  on  the  14th  Day  af- 
ter his  Departure,  his  Friends 
and  Benefadiors,  the  principal  of 
whom  was  no  other  than  the  great 
Mr.  Pope,  who  expefled  to  hear 
of  his  Arrival  in  Wales,  were  fur- 
prized  with  abetter  horn  Savage, 
informing  them  that  he  was  yet 
upon  the  Road,  and  could  not 
proceed  for  Want  of  Money. — 
There  was  no  other  Remedy  than 
a  Remittance  ;  vvhich  W£.s  fent 
him,  and  by  the  Help  of  v.hich 
he  was  enabled  to  reach  Brijiol  5 
from  whence  he  was  to  proceed 
to  Sivanfey  by  Water. — At  Bnf- 
tol,  however,  he  found  an  Em- 
bargo laid  upon  the  Shipping  j  fo 
that  he  could  not  immediately 
obtain  a  Paffage.- — Here,  there- 
fore, being  obliged  to  ftay  for 
fome  Time,  he,  with  his  ufual 
Facility,  fo  ingratiated  himfelf 
■with  the  principal  Inhabitants, 
that  he  Vv'as  frequently  invited  to 
their  Houfes,  diftinguiihed  at  their 
public  Entertainments,  and  treat- 
ed with  a  Regard  that  highly 
gratified  his  Vanity,  and  there- 
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fore  eafily  engaged  his  AtTLc- 
tions.  — .At  length,  with  great 
Reluctance,  he  proceeded  loS'wan- 
fey,  where  he  lived  about  a  Year, 
very  much  diffatisfied  with  the 
Diminution  of  his  Salary  j  for  he 
had,  in  his  Letters,  treated  his 
Contributors  fo  infokntly,  that 
moft  of  them  withdrew  their  Sub- 
fcriptions. — Here  he  finifhed  his 
Tragedy,  and  refolved  to  return 
with  it  to  London  5  which  was 
ftrenuouHy  oppofed  by  his  great 
and  conftant  Friend  Mr.  Pope  ; 
who  propofed  that  Sa-vage  fiiould 
put  this  Play  into  the  Hands  of 
Mr.  Thomjon  and  Mr.  Mallet,  in 
order  that  they  might  fit  it  for 
the  Stage,  that  his  Friends  fhould 
receive  the  Profits  it  might  bring 
in,  and  that  the  Author  ihould 
receive  the  Produce  by  Way  of 
Annuity. — Thiskind  and  prudent 
Scheme   was  rejefted  by  Salvage 

with  the  utmoft  Contempt. 

He  declared  he  would  not  fub- 
mit  his  Works  to  any  one's  Cor- 
reftion ;  and  that  he  would  no 
longer  be  kept  in  leading  Strings. 
Accordingly  he  foon  returned  to 
Brifiol,  in  his  Way  to  London  j 
but  at  Brijiol,  meeting  with  a 
Repetition  of  the  fame  kind 
Treatment  he  had  before  found 
there,  he  was  tempted  to  make  a 
fecond  Stay  in  that  opulent  City, 
for  fome  Time. — Here  he  was  a- 
gain  not  only  carefied  and  treat- 
ed, but  the  Sum  of  thirty  Pounds 
was  raifed  for  him,  with  which 
it  had  been  happy  if  he  had  im- 
mediately departed  for  London: 
But  he  never  conndered  that  a 
frequent  Repetition  of  fuch  Kind- 
nefs  was  not  to  be  expe£led,  and 
that  it  was  pofiible  to  tire  out  the 
Generofity  of  his  Briftol  Friends, 
as  he  had  before  tired  his  Friends 
every  where  elfe. — In  /hort,  he 
remained  here,  till  his  Company 
was  no  longer  -welcome.  —  His 
Vifits 
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Vifits  in  every  Family  were  too 
often  repeated  j  his  Wit  had  loft 
its  Novelty,  and  his  irregular  Be- 
haviour grew  troublefome. — Ne- 
ceffity  came  upon  him  before  he 
was  aware  ;  his  Money  was  fpeot, 
his  Cloaths  worn  out,  his  Appear- 
ance was  fhabby,  and  his  Pre- 
fence  was  difguftful  at  every  Ta- 
ble.— He  now  began  to  find  every 
Man  from  Home,  at  whofe  Houfe 
he  called,  and  he  found  it  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  a  Dinner. — Thus 
reduced,  it  would  have  been  pru- 
dent in  him  to  have  withdrawn 
from  the  Place;  but  Prudence 
and  Savage  were  never  acquaint- 
ed.—He  ftaid,  in  the  Midft  of 
Poverty,  Hunger  and  Contempt, 
till  the  Miftrefs  of  a  CofFee-Houfe, 
to  whom  he  owed  about  eight 
Pounds,  arrefted  him  for  the  Debt. 
He  remained  for  fome  Time,  at 
a  great  Expence,  in  the  Houfe  of 
the  Slieriff 's  Officer,  in  Hopes  of 
procuring  Bail  ;  which  Expence 
he  was  enabled  to  defray,  by  a 
Prefent  of  five  Guineas,  from 
Mr.  Najh  at  Batb. — —No  Bail, 
however,  was  to  be  found  ;  fo 
that  poor  Savage  was  at  lall;  lodg- 
ed in  Ncivgate,  a  Prifon  fo  named 
in  Brijiol. 

But  it  was  the  Fortune  of  this 
extraordinary  Moital,  always  to 
find  moreFriends  than  he  deferved. 
The  Keeper  of  the  Prifon  took 
Compaffion  on  him,  and  greatly 
foftened  the  Rigours  of  his  Con- 
finenient,  by  every  Kind  of  In- 
dulgence ;  he  fupported  him  at 
his  own  Table,  gave  him  a  com- 
modious Room  to  himfelf,  al- 
lowed him  to  ftand  at  the  Door 
of  the  Goal,  and  even  frequently 
took  him  into  the  Fields,  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  Air  and  Exercife  : 
So  that,  in  Reality,  Savage  en- 
dured fewer  H^rdfliips  in  this 
Place,  than  he  had  ufually  fuf- 
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fer'd,  during  the  greateft  Part  of 
his  Life, 

While  he  remained  in  this  not 
intolerable  Prifon,  his  Ingratitude 
again  broke  out,  in  a  bitter  Sa- 
tire on  the  City  of  Brijiol,  to 
which  he  certainly  owed  great 
Obligations,  notwithftanding  the 
Circumftances  of  his  Arreft, 
which  was  but  the  A6t  of  an  in- 
dividual, and  that  attended  with 
no  Circumftances  of  Injuftice  or 
Cruelty. — This  Satire  he  entitled 
London  ard  Brijiol  Compared  -^  and 
in  it  he  abufcd  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  latter,  with  fuch  a  Spirit  of 
Refentment,  that  the  Reader 
would  imagine  he  had  never  re- 
ceived any  other  than  the  moft 
injurious  Treatment  in  that  Ci- 
ty,— But  this  is  ever  the  Beha- 
viour of  ungrateful  People. — If  a 
thoufand  Favours  are  bcftowed  on 
them,  and  afterwards  but  the 
fmall'eft  Offence  is  given,  all  the 
previous  Obligations  are  immedi- 
ately cancel'd,  and  the  fingle  Of- 
fence, perhaps  too  an  imaginary 
one,  is  returned  with  as  much 
Rancour  and  Refentment,  as  if 
no  A£l  of  Friendfhip  or  Kindnefs 
had  ever  exifted,  or  had  the  leaft 
Right  to  be  brought  into  the  Ac- 
count :  —  As  tho'  Injuries  only, 
whether  real  or  fuppofed,  ought 
to  be  remember'd,  and  Favours  to 
be  as  readily  forgot,  as  they  were 
liberally  confer^d  ! 

Wlien  Savage  had  remained  a- 
bout  fix  Months  in  this  hofpitable 
Prifon,  he  received  a  Letter  from 
Mr.  Pope,  (v/ho  ftill  continued  to 
allow  him  20I.  a  Year)  contain- 
ing a  Charge  of  very  attrocious 
Ingratitude, — What  were  the  Par- 
ticulars of  this  Charge,  we  are 
not  informed  5  but,  from  the  no- 
torious Chara£ler  of  the  Man, 
there  is  Reafon  to  fear  that  Sa- 
vage was  but  too  juftly  accufed. 
He, 
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He,  hbwever,  folemnly  protefted 
his  innocence  j  but  he  was  very 
unufually  afFefted  on  this  Occa- 
fion. — In  a  few  Days  after,  he 
was  feized  with  a  Diforder,  which 
at  firft  was  not  fufpefled  to  be 
dangerous  j  but,  growing  dally 
more    languid   and    dejefted,     at 

I  laft  a  Fever  feized  him,  and  he 
expired  on  the  firft  of  Augujl, 
1743,  in  '^c  46^hi  Year  of  his 
Age. 

Thus   lived,    and    thus    died, 
Richard  Savage,  Efq;  leaving  be- 

I  hind  him  a  Charaifter  ftrangely 
chequer'd  with  Vices  and  good 
Qualities. — Of  the  former  we 
have  (t^n  a  Variety  of  Inftances 
in  this  Abftraft  of  his  Life  j  of 
the  latter,  his  peculiar  Situation 
in  the  World,  gave  him  but  few 
Opportunities  of  making  any  con- 
fiderable  Difplay. — He  was,  how- 
ever, undoubtedly  a  Man  of  ex- 
cellent Parts  J  and,  had  he  re- 
ceived the  full  benefits  of  a  li- 
beral Education,  and  had  his  na- 
tural Talents  been  cultivated  to 
the  beft  Advantage,  he  might 
have  made  a  refpedable  Figure 
in  Life. — He  was  happy  in  an 
agreeable  Temper,  and  a  lively 
Flow  of  Wit,  which  made  his 
Company  much  coveted  ;  nor  was 
his  Judgment,  both  of  Writings 
and  of  Men,  inferior  to  his  Wit, 
but  he  v.as  too  much  a  Slave  to 
his  Pafiions,  and  his  Paffions 
were  too  eafily  excited. — He  was 
warm  in  his  Friendihips,  but 
implacable  in  his  Enmity  j 
and  his  greateft  Fault,  which 
is    indeed    the   -greateft     of    all 

Faults,    was  Ingratitud«. He 

feemed  to  think  every  Thing  due 
to  his  Merit,  and  that  he  was 
little  obliged  to  any  one  for  thofe 
Favours  which  he  thought  it 
their  Duty  to  confer  on  him  :  It 
is  therefore  the  lefs  to  be  won- 
der'd   at,    that  be  never  rightly 
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eftimated  the  Kindnefs  of  his 
many  Friends  and  Benefactors, 
or  preferved  a  grateful  and  due 
Senfe  of  their  Generofity  towards 
him. 

The  dramatic  Works  of  this 
unhappy  Bard,  which  ars  only 
two  in  Number,  have  been  al- 
ready mentioned  j  but  we  muft, 
in  Conformity  to  our  Method, 
here  recapitulate  them  : 

1.  Love  in  a  Veil,  Com.  from 

the  Spanijh. 

2.  i'/V  Thomas  Overbury, 

Trag. 
To  which  may  be  added  the  Tra- 
gedy which  he  fini/hed  during  his 
Refidence  in  Wakiy  and  which 
was  a  kind  of  Supplement  to  his 
firft  Tragedy  j  being  alfo  founded 
on  the  Story  o^  Overbury. — It  is 
not  certain  what  became  of  this 
Piece,  nor  into  whofe  Hands  it 
fell  at  the  Author's  Death. 

Saunders,  Mr.  Charles, — A 
young  Gentleman,  who  lived  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Charles  11. 
whofe  Wit,  Langbaine  informs 
us,  began  to  bud  as  early  as  that 
of  the  incomparable  Coiohy  ;  and 
was  like  him  a  King's  Scholar  at 
Wejiminjier  School,  at  the  Time 
that  he  wrote  a  Play,  vit:,. 

Tamerlane  the  Great.  Trag. 
Mr.  Banks  has  complimented  cur 
young  Author  in  a  Copy  of  Verles 
prefixed  to  this  Play,  and  Mr. 
Dryden  did  him  the  Honour  of 
writing  the  Prologue  to  it. — Whe- 
ther the  Stroke  of  Fate  deprived 
the  World  foon  of  this  promifing 
Genius  we  know  not,  but  there 
are  no  later  Fruits  of  it  on  Re- 
cord in  the  dramatic  Lifts. 

Scott,  hU.  Thomas,  was  edu- 
cated at  Wejiminjier  School,  from 
whence  he  was  removed  to  the 
Univerfity  of  Cam'iTtdge,  in  the 
Reign  of  King  JVilli&rp  III,  and, 
during  the  latter  Part  of  Qu^ren 
Anne'i.  Reign,  he  was  StceJiu", 
[Ee]  v: 
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to  the  Earl  of  Sox&urgb.-^-Jie  was 
Author  of  the  following  dramatic 
.Pieces, 

1.  Mack  Marriage.     Com. 

2.  Unhappy  Marriage.      Trag. 

3.  Unhappy  Kindnejs.  Trag. 
The  two  laft,  however,  are  no 
more  than  the  fame  Play,  under 
two  different  Titles,  whence  dif- 
ferent Writers  have  r  iftakenly 
mentioned  it  in  their  Cata- 
logues.—The  latter  of  them  is  its 
real  Title. 

S  E  D  L  E  Y,  Sir  Charles,  Bart,, 
one  of  the  gay  Wits  that  enli- 
vened the  pleafurable  Court  of 
King  Ckjirles  the  Second,  was 
Grandfon  of  Sir  William  Stdley, 
Bart,  the  munificent  Founder  of 
the  Sedleian  Lefture  of  Natural 
Philofophy  at  Oxford,  and  Son  of 
Sir  John  Sedley,  of  Aylesford  in 
Kent,  Bart,  by  his  Wife  Eliza- 
beth, Daughter  and  Heir  of  Sir 
Henry  Savilh,  Knt.  the  learned 
Warden  of  Merton  College  in  Ox- 
ford, and  Provoft  of  Eton. — Sir 
Charles  was  born  about  the  Year 
1639  ;  and,  after  a  proper  Foun- 
dation of  Grammar  Learning, 
was  fent  to  Oxford,  where  he  was 
admitted  a  Fellow-Commoner  of 
Wadham  College,  in  Lent  Term, 
1655-6. — But  he  left  the  Uni- 
•verfity  without  taking  any  De- 
gree, and,  retiring  into  his  own 
Country,  lived  privately  there, 
out  of  Humour,  as  it  /hould  feem, 
with  the  governing  Powers,  till 
the  Reftoration  of  Cha.  II.  when 
he  came  to  London,  in  Order  to 
join  in  the  general  Jubilee,  the 
Gaiety  of  which  was  both  agree- 
able td  his  Years,  and  exactly 
fuitable  to  his  Tafte  and  Tem- 
per.—He  was  foon  introduced  to 
the  King,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  they,  who  recommended 
fcim  to  his  Majcfty,  found  they 
.;- -...;.  {hereby,  in  fome  Meafuie, 
l^pi&nted    thettifelves.  — «».  Sir 
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Charles  had  fuch  a  dlilingulihingly 
pohte  Eafmefs  in  his  Manner  and 
Converfation,  as  fet  him  higher 
in  the  Royal  Notice  aii^  Favour, 
than  any  of  the  Couraers  his 
Rivals,  notwithftanding  ihey  all 
aimed  at  the  fame  Turn,  and 
fome  of  them  even  excelled  in  it. 
In  the  View  of  heightening  their 
Plcafures,  our  Author,  among 
the  reft,  did  not  neghdl  to  exert 

his    Talents    in    Wr.t.ng The 

Produ£lions  of  his  Pen  were  fome 
Plays,  and  feverai  delicately  ten- 
der amorous  Poems,  in  which  the 
Softnefs  of  the  Verfes  was  fo  ex- 
quifite,  as  to  be  called,  by  the 
Duke    of  Buckingham,     Sedley'' s 

Witchcraft. "  There  were  no 

"  Marks  of  Genius  or  true  Po- 
**  etry  to  be  defcried  (fay  the  Au- 
"  thors  of  the  Biographia  Britan- 
<'  nica)  the  Art  wholly  confifted 
**  in  raifing  loofe  Thoughts  and 
"  lewd  Defires,  without  giving 
**  any  Alarm,  and  fo  the  Poifon 
**  worked  gently  and  irreiiflibly. 
*'  Our  Author,  we  may  be  fure, 
"  did  not  efcape  the  Infe<Slion  of 
*^  his  own  Art,  or  rather  was  firft 
<*  tainted  himfelf,  before  he 
**  fpread  the  Infeftion  to  others.'* 
-  A  very  ingenious  Writer  of  the 
prefent  Day ,  however,  fpeaks 
much  more  favorably  of  Sir 
Charles  Sedley^  Writings.  *<  He 
**  ftudied  human  Nature,  and  was 
"  diftinguiflied  for  the  Art  of 
"  making  himfelf  agreeable,  par- 
"  ticubrly  to  the  Ladies  j  for  the 
**  Verfes  of  Lord  Rochejier,  be- 
"  ginning  with,  Sedley  has  that 
''  prevailing  gentle  Art,  8cc,  fo  of- 
*'  ten  quoted,  allude  not  to  his 
"  Writings,  but  to  his  perfenai 
*'  Addrefs.''*  LANGHORNE'iZ/'- 
fuftons,Sc<:. 

DiiTolutenefs  and  Debauchery 

were  the  fcandalous  Charafterif- 

tics  of  the  Times,  and  it  was  Sir 

4-/1  ar/«'s  Ambition  to  diftinguilh 

himfelf 
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Rlmfelf  among  the  Foremoft  in 
the  Fafliion.—In  June  1663,  our 
Author,  Lord  Buckhurji,  and  Sir 
Thomas  Ogle,  were  converied  at  a 
Public  Houfe  in  Boiv-Street,  Co- 
vent-Garden^  and,  being  enflamed 
with  ftrong  Liquors,  they  went 
up  to  the  Balcony  belonging  to 
that  Houfe,  and  there  (hewed  in- 
decent Peftures,  and  gave  great 
Offence  to  the  Paffengers  in  the 
Street,  by  very  unmannerly  Dif- 
charges  upon  them  j  which  done, 
Sedley  ftripped  himfelf  naked,  and 
preached  to  the  People  in  a  grofs 
and  fcandalous  manner  :  Where- 
upon a  Riot  being  raifed,  the  Mob 
became  clamorous,  and  would 
have  forced  the  Door  next  to  the 
Street  j  but  being  oppofed,  the 
Preacher  and  his  Company  were 
driven  from  the  Balcony,  and  the 
Windows  of  a  Room  into  which 
they  retired  were  broken  by  the 
Mohi — The  Frolic  being  foon  re- 
portfed  abroad,  and  as  Peifons  of 
Falhion  were  concerned  in  it,  it 
was  fo  much  the  more  aggravated. 
The  Company  were  fummoned  to 
appear  before  a  Court  of  Juftice 
i«  WeJfminpr-HaH,  where,  being 
indi£led  for  a  Riot,  they  were  all 
fined,  and  our  Author  was  fen- 
tenced  to  pay  500 1. 

After  this  Affair  Sir  Charles 
took  a  more  ferious  Turn,  ap- 
plied himfelf  to  Bufinefs,  and  be- 
came a  Member  of  Parliament, 
in  which  he  was  a  frequent  Spea- 
Jcer. — We  find  him  al("o  in  the 
HouTe  of  Commons  in  the  Reign 
of  James  II.  whofe  Attempts  up- 
on the  Conftitution  he  vigoroufly 
withftood. — When  the  Defeat  of 
the  Rebels  under  the  Duke  of 
Monmotith,  made  it  neceffary,  in 
the  Language  of  the  Court,  to 
have  a  ft-anding  Army,  it  was  op- 
pofed ftrongly  by  the  Gentlemen 
of  tlje  Countiy  Party,  among 
whom  were  the  Ead  of  Dorfitt 
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and  Sir  Charles  Sedleyy^  one  of 
which  bore  a  great  Sway  in  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  and  the  other  ia' 
that  of  the  Commons. — Tljeir 
Intereft  was  fo  confiderable  ia 
both,  efpecially  Sir  Charles  Sed- 
ley''s,  that  the  King,  forefeeing 
it  would  be  a  Work  of  the  great- 
eft  Difficulty,  to  gain  their  Con- 
fent  for  the  Payment  of  more' 
Troops  than  what  were  upon  the 
Eftablifliment  of  the  laft  ReigOj, 
contented  himfelf  with  dropping- 
the  Purfuit  of  it,  by  a  Diflblution 
of  the  Parliament,— In  the  fame 
Spirit,  our  Patriot  was  very  ac- 
tive in  bringing  on  the  Revolu~ 
tion.— This  was  thought  more 
extraordinary,  as  he  had  received 
Favours  from  James:  But  that 
Prince  had  taken  a  Fancy  to  Sir 
Charles's  Daughter,  (tho'  it  feems 
fhe  was  not  very  handfome)  and, 
in  Confequence  of  his  Intrigues 
with  her,  he  created  Mifs  Sedley 
Countefs  oi  Dorcheflcr.— This  Ho- 
nour, fo  far  from  pleafing,  great- 
ly ihocked  Sir  Cbaf-les. — However 
Libertine  himfelf  had  been,  yet 
he  could  not  bear  the  Thoughts 
of  his  Daughter's  Diflionourj 
and,  with  Regard  to  this  her  Ex- 
altation, he  only  confidered  it  as 
rendering  her  more  confpicuoufly 
infamous.— —He  therefore  con- 
ceived a  Hatred  for  the  King, 
and  from  this,  as  well  as  other 
Motives,  readily  joined  to  difpof- 
fefs  him  of  the  Throne. 

A  witty  Saying  of  Sedley''s,  on 
this  Occafion,  is  recorded.  *'  I 
"  hate  Ingratitude  ,  faid  Sir 
"  Charles  ^  and  therefore,  as  the 
"  King  has  made  my  Daughter  a 
*'  Countefs,  I  will  endeavour  to 
"  make  his  Daughter  a  Queen  }'* 
meaning  the  Princefs  Mary,  mar- 
ried to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  ■ 
difpoflefled  James  of  the  Throne, 
at  the  ever-glorious  Revolution. 
Sir  Charles  lived  many  Years 
f  E  e  a  ]  aftcs: 
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sfter  the  Revolution,  in  full  Pof- 
feffion  of  his  Wit  and  Humour, 
and  was,  to  the  laft,  an  agreeable 
Companion. — He  diea  at  a  good 
old  Age,  about  the  Year  1722, 
■when  his  Works  were  publiihed, 
in  two  Volumes,  &vo. 

His  dramatic  Writings  are, 

1.  The  Mulberry  Garden.     C... 

2.  Anthony  ar.d  Cleopa- 

tra.    Trag. 

3.  Bel  LAM  IRA,  or  the  Mi f- 

trefs.     Com. 
^.  Bcaufy  the  Conqueror)   or  the 
Death  of   Mark   Anthony. 
Trag. 

5.  The  Grumbler.  Com.  three 

Ads. 

6.  The  n'yraiu  King  c/"C R  E  T  E . 

Trag. 
Settle,  Elkmahy  Son  of 
'Jofeph  Settle  of  Dunjiable  in  Bed- 
fordjhirey  was  born  in  1648  j  and 
in  the  i8th  Year  of  his  Age  was 
entered  Commoner  of  Trin.  Coll. 
Oxon  ;  but  he  quitted  the  Univer- 
flty  without  taking  any  Degree, 
and  came  to  London^  where  he 
applied  himfelf  to  the  Study  of 
Poetry  ;  in  which  he  lived  to 
make  no  inconfiderable  Figure, 
Finding  the  Nation  divided  be- 
tween the  Opinions  of  Whig  and 
Tory,  he  thought  proper,  onfirft 
fetting  out  in  Life,  to  join  the 
Whigs,  who  were  then,  though 
the  Minor,  yet  a  powerful  Party, 
and  in  Support  of  which  he  em- 
ployed his  Talents  as  a  Writer. 
Afterwards,  if  we  may  credit  the 
Oxford  Antiquary,  Settle  changed 
Sides,  turned  Tory,  and  wrote 
for  that  Party  with  as  much  Zeal 
as  he  had  formerly  fhewn  for  the 
Intereft  of  the  Whigs ;  by  which 
we  fee  that  Politicians,  as  well 
as  Patriots,  were  made  of  the 
fame  Sort  of  StufFin  thofe  Times, 
as  in  the  prefent. — He  alfo  wrote 
an  Heroic  Poem  on  the  Corona- 
tiX)n  of  the  high  and  mighty  Mo- 
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narch  yames  II.  16S5.  com» 
menced  a  Journal  .ft  for  the  Court, 
and  publifhed  Weekly  an  EflTay 
in  Behalf  of  the  Adminiftration, 
If  Settle  was  capable  of  thu3 
meanly  writing  for,  or  againft  a 
Party,  as  he  was  hired,  be  muft 
have  been  totally  devoid  of  all 
Principles  of  Honour  j  but,  as 
there  is  no  other  Authority  for 
it  than  TVood'5,  the  Reader  may 
give  what  Credit  hepleafes  to  the 
Report. 

Mr.   Settlers  dramatic   Works 
are, 

1.  The  Emprefs  oj  Morocco, 
Trag.  This  Play  was  afted 
at  Court,  as  appears  by  the 
two  Prologues,  which  were 
both  fpoken  by  the  Lady 
Elizabeth  Hotvard  i  the  firft 
was  written  by  the  Earl  of 
Mulgrave,  the  other  by  Lord 
'Rochefier :  When  it  was  per- 
formed at  Court,  the  Lords 
and  Ladies  of  the  Bed-Cham- 
ber played  in  It. — Drydejiy 
Shadtoell  and  Croivne,  how- 
ever, wrote  againft  it,  which  - 
began  a  famous  Controverfy 
among  the  Wits  of  the 
Town. 

2.  Lo'ue  and  Revenge.  Trag, 
Printed  in  410.   1675. 

3.  Cambyses,  AT/w^  o/'Per- 
siA.  Trag.  Written  in 
Heroic  Verfe. 

4.  The  Conqueji  of  China  by 
^/?>6' Tar  tars.  Trag.  4to. 
1676.  written  alfo  in  Heroic 
Verfe. 

5.  Ibrahim,  the  Illujlrlout 
Bajff'a.  Trag.  in  Heroic 
Verfe.   1677. 

6.  Pajlor  Fido,  or  the  Faithful 
Shepherd.  Paftoral.  This 
is  Sir  Richard  Fav^aiv\ 
Tranflation  from  the  Italian 
ofGuarini  improved. — This, 
and  the  four  preceding 
Pieces,  were  all  aded  at  the 

Duke 
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Duke  of  r^rFs  Theatre.— 
The  Firft  was  likewife  adled 
at  the  fame  Theatre,  as  well 
as  at  Court. 
•  7,  Fatal  Love,  or  the  Forced  In- 
conflancy.     Trag.   1680. 

8.  The  Female  Prelate,  being  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Life  and  Death 
of  Pope  yo^«.    Trag.   1680. 

9,  The  lf«ro/ Morocco,    T. 

1682. 
Xo.  Dijtrejfed  Innocence,  Or  the 
Tn'ncefs  of  Ps.R  si  A.  Trag. 
This  Play  was  afted  with 
Applaufe  ;  the  Author  ack- 
nowledges his  Obligations  to 
Betterton,  for  fome  ^valuable 
Hints  in  this  Play,  and  that 
Mr.  Mountford  wrote  the  laft 
Scene  of  it. 

11.  The  Ambitious  Slave,  or  A 
generous  Revenge.  Trag. 
afted  with  Succeft  at  the 
Theatre-Royal,  4to.  1694. 
No.  7,  8,  9  and  10  were 
likewife  a£led  at  the  fame 
Theatre. 

12.  The  fForld  in  the  Moon.  A 
Dranjatic  Comic  Opera,  per- 
formed at  the  Theatre  in 
Dorfet-Carden,   1698. 

J 3.  City  Rambler,  or  the  Play 
houfe  M^edding. ,  Com.  a6led 
at  the  Theatre-Royal. 

14,  The  Virgin  Prophetefs,  or  the 

Face  of  Troy.     An  Opera, 
performed  1701. 

15.  The  Ladies  Triumph.    A  Co- 

mic Opera,  prefcnted  at  the 

Theatre    in    Lincoln  s  -  Inn  - 

F/eWsj  by  Subfcription,  1710. 

This    Author    had    a   Penfion 

from  the  City,  for  an  annual  Pa- 

xiegyric  to  celebrate  the  Feftival 

of  the  -Lord  Mayor  ;    in  Confe- 

quence  of  which  he  wrote  various 

poems,    called   Triumphs  for  the 

Inauguration  of  the  Lord  Mayor.-"" 

Befides  his  dramatic  Pieces,    he 

.|>ubli<hed  many  oecafional  Poems, 

^dr€fled  to  bis  Patrons,  —  He 
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died  in  the  Qharter-Houfej  1724  j 
fome  Months  before  his  Deceafe,  . 
he  offered  a  Play  to  the  Managers 
of  the  Theatre-Royal  in  Drury- 
Lane,  but  he  lived  not  to  bring 
it  on  the  Stage  :  It  was  called. 
The  Expulfan  of  the  Danes  from 
Britain. 

Sewell,  Dr.  George, — Thii 
Author  was  born,  in  what  Year 
we  know  not,  at  the  College 
of  V/indfur,  of  which  Place  his 
Father,  Mr.  John  Sewell,  was 
Treafurer  and  Chapter  Clerk.—* 
He  received  his  early  Education 
at  Eton  School,  but  was  after- 
wards fent  to  the  Univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  where  he  was  entered 
of  Feter-Houfe  College,  and  there 
took  the  Degree  of  Batchelor  of 
Phyfic. — From  thence  he  went- 
over  to  Ley  den,  where  he  flu  died 
under  the  famous  Dr,  Boerhaave^ 
and,  on  his  Return  to  London^ 
praitifed  Phyfick  in  that  Metro- 
polis for  feveral  Years  with  very 
good  Succefs, At  length,  to- 
wards the  latter  Part  of  his  Life, 
he  retired  to  Hampftcad,  whete^ 
he  continued  the  Pradice  of  his 
Profeflion  till  the  Year  1726,  on 
the  8th  of  Feb.  in  which  he  de- 
parted this  Life,  and  was  buried 
at  Hampjiead. 

He  was  a  Man  of  an  amiable 
Difpofition,  and  greatly  efteemed 
among  his  Acquaintance. — In  his 
Political  Principles  he  was  in- 
clined to  the  Tory  Party,  whicht 
might  in  fome  Meafure  be  the 
Reafon  of  his  being  fo  warm  an 
Amagonift  to  the  Bifliop  of  Sa- 
lifhury,  whole  Zeal  had  fo  emi- 
nently exerted  itfelf  in  the  Caufc 
of  the  Whigs. — As  an  Author, 
he  was  undoubtedly  pofleffed  of  a 
confiderable  Share  of  Genius,  and 
wrote  in  Concert  with  feveral  of 
his  Cotemporary  Geniufes,  parti- 
cularly in  the  SpeBators  and  Tat' 
lers,  in  the  fifth  Volume  of  the 

[  E  e  3  J  latter, 
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latter,  and  the  ninth  of  the  for- 
mer of  which  he  was  princi- 
pally concerned,  as  alfo  in  the 
Tranflation  of  the  Metamorphofes 
of  O'vid,  with  Dr.  Garth  and  o- 
thers. — He  has  left  only  one  dra- 
matic Piece  behind  him,  which 
met  with  good  Succefs  at  firft, 
but  has  not  been  afted  for  feveral 
Years  part,  entitled, 

Sir  Wa  lter  Raleigh, 
Trag. 

S  H  A  D  w  E  L  t ,  Mr.  Charles.  — 
This  Gentleman,  Jacci  tells  us, 
was  Nephew  to  the  Poet-Laureat, 
whofe  Life  we  fliall  record  in  the 
next  Article.— But  Chelivood,  in 
his  Britijb  Theatre,  makes  him 
more  nearly  related,  being,  as  he 
fays,  his  younger  Son. — He  en- 
joyed a  Poft  in  the  Revenue  in 
Dublin,  in  which  City  he  died  on 
the  i2th  of  Augufi  1726. — He 
wrote  feven  dramatic  Pieces,  the 
Titles  of  which  are, 

I .    Fair  S^ahr  of  De  A  L .      C. 

1.   Hafiy  Wedding.      Com. 

3,  Bumours  of  the  Army.     C. 

4,  Irish  Eofpitality.     Com. 
i;.  Plotting  LcTJcn.     Farce. 

6.  RoTHERic     O'Connor. 

Tragi 

7.  Sham  Prince .     Com. 

A\\.  thefe,  excepting  the  Fair 
iDuaker  of  Deal,  and  the  Humours 
cf  the  Army,  made  their  Appear- 
ance on  the  Irljh  Stage  only,  and 
are  printed  together  in  one  Vol. 
Imall  Oftavo. 

S H  A  D  w  E  L  I. ,  Thomas,  P  iet  - 
Laureat  to  King  V/illiam  III.  was 
defcended  from  an 'ancient  Family 
in  Stafi-jrdjhire,  and  was  born  a-, 
bout  the  Year  1640,  at  Lauton 
Hall  in  Norfolk,  a  Seat  belonging 
to  his  Father,  who  was  bred  to 
the  Law  j  but,  having  an  ample 
Fortune,  did  not  trouble  himfelf 
with  the  Pra<5li<:e,  chufing  rather 
to  ferve  his  Country^?  a  Juftice 
of  Peace, — He  was  in  that  Com- 
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miflion  for  three  Counties,  Mid- 
dlefex,  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and 
difcharged  the  Office  with  diftin- 
guifhed  Ability  and  exaft  Inte- 
grity.— In  the  Civil  Wars  he  was 
a  great  Sufferer  for  the  Royal 
Caufe  ;  fo  that,  having  a  nume- 
rous Family,  he  was  reduced  to 
theNeceffity  of  felHngand  fpend- 
ing  a  confiderable  Part  of  his  Ef- 
tate,  to  fupport  it. — In  thefe  Cir- 
cumflances  he  refolved  to  breed 
his  Son  to  his  own  Profeffion  j 
but  the  young  Gentleman,  hav- 
ing as  little  Difpofition  to  plod  in 
the  Drudgery  of  the  Law,  as  his 
Father  had,  quitted  the  Temple, 
and  refolved  to  travel. — He  had 
a  Taile,  and  fome  Genius,  for 
polite  Literature  ;  and,  upon  his 
Return  home,  falling  into  Ac- 
quaintance with  the  moft  cele- 
brated Wits  of  the  Age,  he  ap- 
plied himfelf  wholly  to  cultivate 
thofe  elegant  Studies,  which  were 
the  falhionable  Amufements  of 
the  Times  ;  and  it  was  not  long 
before  he  became  eminent  in  dra- 
matic Poetry,  a  Specimen  of 
which  appeared  in  a  Comedy 
called  the  Sullen  Lovers,  or  the 
Impertincvts,  which  was  a£ted  at 

the  Duke's  Theatre. As  the 

Play  was  well  received,  he  wrote 
a  great  many  more  Comedies, 
which  met  with  good  Succefs. 

In  the  mean  while,  as  it  was 
impoffible  in  thefe  Times  to  /hine 
among  the  great  ones,  which  is 
the  Poet's  Ambition,  without 
fiding  with  one  of  the  Parties, 
Whig  or  Tory.— Mr,  SbadioeW^ 
Lot  fell  among  the  Whigs  j  and, 
in  Confequence  thereof,  he  was 
fet  up  as  a  Rival  to  Dry  den.  « 
Hence  there  grew  a  mutual  Dif- 
like  between  them  ;  and,  upon 
the  Appearance  of  Dryden's  Tra- 
gedy, called  the  Duke  ofGuife,  in 
1683,  our  Author  was  charged 
with  having  the  principal  Hand 
m 
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in  writing  a  Piece,  intitled,  Some 
RefleBiom  on  the  pretended  Tarallel, 
in  the  Play  called  the  Duke  of 
Guife,  in  a  Letter  to  a  Friend'^ 
.which  was  printed  the  fame  Year, 
in  four  Sheets,  4to. — Mr.  Dryden 
wrote  a  Vindication  of  the  Pa- 
rallel J  and  fuch  a  Storm  was 
raifed,  both  againft  Shadivell,  and 
his  Friend //a«f,  whoaffiftedhim 
in  it,  that  this  latter  was  forced 
to  fly  into  HolLmd,  and  we  find 
our  Author  complaining,  that  in 
thefe,  which  he  calls  the  worft  of 
Times,  his  Ruin  was  defigned, 
and  his  Life  fought;  and  that, 
for  near  ten  Years,  he  was  kept 
from  the  Exercife  of  that  Profef- 
fion,  which  hid  afforded  him  a 
competent  Subfiflence. How- 
ever, he  at  laft  faw  himfelf 
crowned  with  the  Laurel,  which 
was  ftripped  from  the  Brews  of 
his  Antagonift  5  who  thereupon, 
>y  Way  of  Revenge,  wrote  'the 
bittereft  Satire  againft  him  that 
-ever  was  penned  ;  this  was  the 
celebrated  Mac-Flec^ioe. 

Our  new  Laureat  had  the  Mlf- 
fortune  to  enjoy  his  Honour  but 
^  a  very  few  Years,  for  he  died  fud- 
denly  in  1692,  in  the  fifty-fecond 
Year  of  his  Age,  at  Chelfea,  and 
was  interred  in  the  Church  there. 
His  Friend,  Dr.  Nicholas  Brady, 
preached  his  Funeral  Sermon  ; 
wherein  he  afiures  us,  that  our 
Author  was  "  a  Man  of  great 
"  Honefty  and  Integrity,  and  had 
*'  a  real  Love  of  Truth  and  Sin- 
"  cerity,  an  inviolable  s Fidelity 
**  and  Striftnef^  to  his  Word,  an 
**  unalterable  Friendship  where- 
*'  ever  he  profeffed  it,  and  a 
**  much  deeper  Senfeof  Religion, 
**  than  many  others  have,  who 
«'  pretend  to  it  more  openly.  His 
«*  natural  and  acquired  Abilities, 
"  **  (continues  the  Dr.)  made  him 
<*  fufficiently  remarkable  to  all 
*•  that  he  converfed  with,  very 
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*'  few  being  equal  to  him,   in  all 
<*  the  becoming  Qualities  and  Ac- 
**  complifljments    of  a  compleat 
**  Gentleman." — After  his  Death 
came   out  The  Vohmteers,    or  the 
Stock- Jobbers,    a   Comedy,    a£led 
by  their  Majellies  Servants,  with 
a  Dedication    to   the    Queen    by 
Mrs.  Shadivell,  our  Author's  Wi- 
dow ;  and  an  Epilogue,  wherein 
his  Character  as  a  Poet  is  fet  in 
the   beft  and   moft  advantageous 
Light;  which,  perhaps,  was  judg- 
ed neceflary  to  ballance  the  very 
different  Drawing,  and  even  abu- 
five  Reprefentation  of  it,  hy  Dry- 
den, who  is  generally  condemned 
foi»  treating  our  Author  too  un- 
mercifully ;  his  Refentment  car- 
rying him  beyond  the  Bounds  of 
Truth,  for   that,  though  it  muff: 
be  owned  he  fell  vaftly  /hort  of 
Ben  yonfon,  whom  he  fet  to  him- 
felf as  a   Model  of  Excellence  j 
yet  it  is  certain  there  are  high 
Authorities  in  favour  of  many  of 
his  Comedies,  and  the  beft  Judges 
of  that  Age  gave  their  Teftimony 
for  them.— They  have  in  them 
fine  Strokes  of   Humour ;    the 
Characters    are   often   originals, 
ftrongly  marked,    and  well  fuf- 
tained. — Add  to  this,  that  he  had 
the  greatefb  Expedition  imagina» 
ble    in   writing,   and  fometimes 
produced   a  Play  in  lefs   than   a 
Month. — Befides  feventeen  Plays, 
he  wrote  feveral  other  Pieces  of 
Poetry,  fome  of  which  have  been 
commended. — An  Edition  of  his 
Works,   with  fome  Account  of 
his   Life  and  Writings  prefixed, 
was  fpubliftied  in  1720,  in  four 
Volumes,    8vo.  —  His   dramatic 
Works  are, 

1.  The  Sullen  Lovers,    or  the 

Impertinents.     Com. 

2.  The  HuTr.oriJi.     Com. 

3.  ThQ  Royal  Sbepherdefs.  Tr.- 

Com.  afted   by  the  Duke 

of  l^cTi^'s  Servants,  1669. 

This 
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This  Phy  was  originally 
written  by  Mr.  Fountain  of 
Dei'onjhire ,  but  altered 
throughout  by  ShadioeH. 

4.  The  Virtuojo.     Com.    1676. 

5.  Psyche.     Trag.    1675. 

6.  The  Libertine.  Trag.  1676. 
The  Story  from  whirh  he 
took  the  Hint  of  this  Play, 
is    famous   all    over    Spain, 

Italy  and  France It  was 

firft  ufed  in  a  Spanijh  Play, 
the  Spaniards  having  a  Tra- 
dition of  fuch  a  vicious  Spa' 
niard,  as  is  reprefented  in 
this  Piece  ;  from  them  the 
Italian  Comedians  took  it ; 
the  French  borrowed  it  from 
the  Italians,  and  four  fevcral 
Plays  have  been  founded  on 
the  fame  Story. 

7.  Epsom  Wells.     Com.  1676. 

Mr.  Langbaine  fays,  this 
is  fo  diverting  and  fo  true 
a  Comedy,  that  even  Fo- 
reigners, who  are  not  in 
general  kind  to  the  Wit  of 
our  Nation,  have  extremely 
commended  it. 

8.  The  lliftory  of  TtMQli  of 
Athens,  the  Manhater. 
1678. — In  the  Dedication  to 
George  Duke  of  Buckingham 
he  obferves,  that  this  Play 
was  originally  Shake  [pear e''s, 
who  never  made,  fays  he, 
more  mafterly  Strokes  than 
in  this ;  yet  I  can  truly  fay, 
I  have  made  it  into  a  Play. 

5.  The  Mifer.  Com.  from  ilfo- 

liere^i  VAvare, 
JO.  A  trueWidoiv.    Com.  1679. 

The  Prologue  was  written  by 
.  Mr.  Dryden  j    for    at    this 

Time  they  lived  in  Friend- 

fliip. 
J I ,  The  L  A  N  c  A  s  H I R  E  JVitcheSy 

andTzAcv^  O'Divellv, 

the  Irish  Prieji.    C.    1682* 
•%%.  The  fVoman  Caj>tain,    Com. 
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13.  The  Squire  of  At  s  ATI  A. 
Com.   1688. 

14.  Bury  i^<»;>.     Com.   1689. 

15.  Amorous  Bigot y  with  the  fe- 
cond  Part  ef  T  E  a  g  u  e 
O'Divelly.     1690. 

16.  The  Scozverers,  Com.   1690, 

17.  The  Volunteers,  or  the  Stock' 
Jobbers.  A  pofthumous  Co- 
medy, already  mentioned, 

Shakespeare,  William,  th e 
great  Poet  of  Nature,  and  the 
Glory  of  the  Britip  Nation,  was 
defcended  of  a  reputable  Family^ 
at  Stratford  upon  Avon. — His  Fa  - 
ther  was  in  the  Wool-trade,  and 
dealt  confiderably  that  Way.— 
He  had  ten  Children,  of  whom 
our  immortal  Poet  was  the  eld- 
eft,  and  was  born  in  April  1564. 
At  a  proper  Age  he  was  put  to 
the  Free  -  School  in  Stratford, 
where  he  acquired  the  Rudiments 
of  Grammar-Learning. —Whe- 
ther he  difcovered  at  this  Time 
any  extraordinary  Genius  or  In- 
clination for  Literature  is  uncer- 
tain.— His  Father  had  no  Defiga 
to  make  a  Scholar  of  him  j  on 
the  contrary,  he  took  him  early 
from  School,  and  employed  him 
in  his  own  Bufmefs,  but  he  did 
not  continue  long  in  it,  under 
.  the  Controul  of  his  Father ;  for 
at  i^^^nto-tn  Years  of  Age  he 
married,  commenced  Mafter  of  a 
Family,  and  became  the  Father 
of  Children,  before  he  was  out 
of  his  Minority. — He  now  fettled 
in  Bufincfs  for  himfelf,  and  had 
no  other  Thoughts  than  of  pul- 
fuing  the  Wool  -  trade,  when, 
happening  to  fall  into  Acquaint* 
aiace  with  fome  Perfons  who  fol- 
lowed the  Praftice  of  Deer-fteal- 
ing,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to 
engage  with  them  in  robbing  Sir 
Thomas  Lucyz  Park,  near  Stzat' 
ford. — The  In'iury  being  repeated 
more  than  once,  that  Gentleman 
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was  provoked  to  enter  a  Profecu. 
tion  againft*  the  Delinquents,  and 
Sbakefpeare,  in  Revenge,  made 
him  the  Subjeft  of  a  Ballad, 
which  Tiadition  fays  (for  the 
Piece  is  loft)  was  pointed  with  fo 
much  Bitternefs,  that  it  became 
unfafe  for  the  Author  to  ftay  any 
longer  in  the  Country. — To  ef- 
cape  the  Law,  he  fled  o  London, 
where,  as  might  be  expeded  from 
a  Man  of  Wit  and  Humour  in 
his  Circumftances,  he  threw  him 
felf  among  the  Players  — Thus 
■was  this  grand  Luminary  driven, 
by  a  veiy  untoward  Accident,  in- 
to his  genuine  and  proper  Sphere. 
His  firft  Admiffion  into  the 
-  Play-houfe  was  fuitable  to  his 
Appearance  ;  a  Stranger,  and  ig- 
norant of  the  Art,  he  was  glad 
to  be  taken  into  the  Company  in 
a  very  mean  Rank  ;  nor  did  his 
Performance  recommend  him  to 
any  diftinguifljed  Notice. — The 
Part  of  an  under  Aftor  neither 
engaged  nor  deferved  his  Atten- 
tion.— It  was  far  from  filling, 
or  being  adequate  to,  the  Pow- 
ers of  his  Mind  :  and  therefore 
he  turned  the  Advantage  which 
that  Situation  afforded  him,  to  a 
higher  and  nobler  Ufe. — Having, 
by  Praftice  and  Obfervation,  ac- 
quainted himfelf  with  the  mecha- 
nicul  Oeconomy  of  the  Theatre, 
his  Native  Genius  fupplied  the 
reft  :  But  the  whole  View  of  his 
firft  attempts  in  Stage-Poetry  be- 
ing to  procure  a  Subfiftence,  he 
direfted  his  Endeavours  folely  to 
hit  the  Tafte  and  Humour  that 
then  prevailed  amongft  the  mean- 
er Sort  of  People,  of  whom  the 
Audience  was  generally  com- 
poied  ;  and  therefore  his  Images 
of  Life  were  drawn  from  thofe  of 
that  Rank. —Thus  did  Skakef- 
peare  fet  out,  without  the  Ad- 
vantage of  Education,  the  Ad- 
vice or  Afllftancc  of  the  Learned, 
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the  Patronage  of  the  better  Sort, 
or  any  Acquaintance  among  them. 
But  when  his  Performances  had 
merited  the  Protedcion  of  his 
Prince,  and  the  Encouragement 
of  the  Court  had  fucceeded  to 
that  of  the  Town,  the  Works  of 
his  riper  Years  were  manifeftly 
raifed  above  the  Level  of  his  for- 
mer Produftions. 

In  this  Way  of  Writing  he 
was  an  abfolute  Original,  and  of 
fuch  a  peculiar  Caft,  as  hath  per- 
petually raifed  and  confounded 
the  Emulation  of  his  Succeflbrs  j 
a  Compound  of  fuch  very  Angular 
Blemiflies,  as  well  as  Beauties, 
that  thefe  latter  have  not  more 
mocked  the  Toil  of  every  af- 
piring  Undertaker  to  emulate 
them  ,  than  the  former  ,  as 
flaws  intimately  united  to  Dia- 
monds, have  baffled  every  At- 
tempt of  the  ableft  Artifts  to 
take  them  out,   without  fpoiling 

the  whole. Queen  EUz.abeth, 

who  fhewed  Shakespeare  many 
Marks  of  her  Pavour,  was  fo 
much  pleafed  with  the  delightful 
Charadter  of  Sir  John  Faljiaff,  in 
the  two  Parts  oi  Henry  the  Fourtbf 
that  Ihe  commanded  the  Author 
to  continue  it  for  one  Play  more, 
and  to  Ihew  the  Knight  in  Love  ; 
which  he  executed  inimitably,  in. 
the  Merry  Wi-ves  of  TVindfor, 

Among  his  other  Patrons,  the 
Earl  of  Southafnpton  is  particularly 
honoured  by  him,  in  the  Dedica- 
tion of  two  Poems,  Venus  and 
Adonis,  and  Lttcrece ;  in  the  latter 
efpecially  he  expreffes  himfelf  in 
fuch  Terms,  as  gives  Countenance 
to  what  is  related  of  that  Pa- 
tron's diftinguiflied  Generofity  to 
him. — In  the  Beginning  of  King 
James  the  Firft's  Reign  (if  not 
looner)  he  was  one  of  the  prin* 
cipal  Managers  of  the  Play-houfe, 
and  continued  in  it  feveral  Years 
afterwards  j  till,  having  acquired 
fuch 
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fuch  a  Fortune  as  fatisfied  his  mo- 
derate Wi/lies  and  Views  in  Life, 
he  quitted  the  Stage,  and  all  o- 
ther  Bufmefs,  and  pafled  the  Re- 
mainder of  his  Time  in  an  ho- 
nourable Eafe,  at  his  native 
Town  of  Stratfordy  where  he 
lived  in  a  handlome  Houfe  of  his 
own  purchafing,  to  which  he 
gave  the  Name  of  Neio-Place  j 
and  he  had  the  good  Fortune  to 
fave  it  from  the  Flames,  in  the 
dreadful  Fire  that  confumed  the 
greateflr  Part  of  the  Town,  in 
1614. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1616,  he  made  his  Will,  where- 
in he  teftified  his  Refpedt  to  his 
quondam  Partners  in  the  'th-^. 
tre  J  he  appointed  his  youngefl: 
Daughter,  jointly  with  her  Huf- 
band,  his  Executors,  and  be- 
queathed to  them  the  beft  Part  of 
his  Eftate,  which  they  came  into 
the  PofTeflion  of,  not  long  after. 
He  died  on  the  23d  of  April  fol- 
lowing, being  the  fifty-third  Year 
of  his  Age,  and  was  interred  a- 
nlong  his  Anceftors,  on  the  North 
Side  of  the  Chancel,  in  the  great 
Church  of  Stratford,  where  there 
is  a  handfome  Monument  ere£led 
for  him,  infcribed  with  the  fol- 
lowing elegiac  Diftich  in  Latins 

yudicio  TyliufHf  Genio  Socratem, 

Arte  Maronem, 
Terra  tegit,  Populus  maret,   0- 

Ijmpui  babet. 

In  the  Year  1740,  another  very 
noble  one  was  raifed  to  his  Me- 
mory, at  the  public  Expence,  in 
Wefimivfier  -  Abbey  ;  an  ample 
Contribution  for  this  Purpofe  be- 
ing made,  upon  exhibiting  his 
Tragedy  of  Julim  Cafar,  at  the 
Theatre  Royal  in  Drury-Lane, 
April  the  28th,  1738. — Seven 
Years  after  his  Death,  his  Plays 
were  collected  and  publifhed  in 
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1613,  in   Folie,    by  two  of  Ha 
principal   Friends  in  the  Compa- 
ny  of  Comedians,    Heninge  and 
Condak\  who  likewife  correded 
a   fecond    Edition   in  Folio,    in 
1632. — Though  both  thefe  Edi- 
tions were  extremely  faulty,  yet 
ho  other  was  attempted  till  1 714, 
when   a  third   was  publiflied   in 
8vo.  by  Mr .  Nicholai  RoivCy   but 
with  few  if  any  Correftions,  only 
he  prefixed  fome  Account  of  the 
Author's   Life    and   Writings.— 
But  the  Plays  being  in  the  fame 
mangled    Condition    as    at    firfl-, 
Mr.  Pope  was  prevailed  upon  to 
undertake    the  T^flc  of  clearing 
away  the  Rubbifli,   and  reducing 
them  to  a  better  Order ;  and  ac- 
cordingly he  printed  a  new  Edii* . 
tion  of  them  in  1721,  in  4to.-- 
Hereupon    Mr.    Le^ois  Theobald, 
after  many  Years   fpent  in   the 
fame    Tafk,    publiflied  a    Piece,^ 
called    Shaksfptare   refiored,     8vo,- 
3726,  which  was  followed  by  a 
new     Edition     of     Skakefpeare\ 
Works,   in  1733,    by  the  fame 
Author. In   1744,    Sir  Tho- 
mas iJIanmer    publiflied    at     Ox- 
ford a   pompoHS  Edition,    with 
Emendations,    in    fix   Volumes, 
4to. — To  thefe  Mr.  Warburt^n,- 
now  Bifhop  of  Glouctjier,    added 
another  new  Edition,  with  a  great 
Number  of  Correftions,  in  1747. 
And  Mr.  Theobald's  Edition  was 
reprinted,    with    feveral   Altera- 
tions, in    1757. — In    1760,    ap- 
peared   an    hiftorical   Play,     en- 
titled. The  Raigtie  of  Edivard  the 
Third,  &c.  which  is  afcribed   to 
Shakefpeare,  upon  thefe  three  con- 
curring Circumftances,  the  Date, 
the   Style,  and  the  Plan,  which 
is  taken,    as   feveral    of  Shakef- 
peare''s  are,  from  Holing/head,  and 
a  Book  of  Novels,  called  the  Pa- 
lace of  Pleajurc. — Thus  new  Mo- 
numents are  continually  rifing  to 
honour   Sbakejpearis    Genius    in 
the 
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the  learned  World  ;  and  we  muft 
i»ot  conclude,  without  adding  an- 
other Teftimony  of  the  Venera- 
tion paid  to  his  Manes  by  the 
Public  in  General,  which  is, 
that  a  Mulberry-Tree,  planted 
Upon  his  Eftate  by  the  Hands  of 
this  revered  Bard,  was  cut  down 
not  many  Years  ago,  and  the 
Wood,-  being  converted  to  feveral 
sdomeftic  Ufes,  was  all  eagerly 
bought  at  a  high  Price,  and  each 
fingle  Piece  treafured  up  by  its 
Purchafer,  as  a  precious  Memo- 
rial of  the  Planter. 

The  Plays  of  this  great  Au- 
thor, whicii  are  forty-three  in 
Number^  are  as  follow, 

I.  The  TmpeJ}.  Com.  firil 
a£^ed  in  B/ack-JFryars, 

a.  The  Tivo  Gent /men  0/ Ve- 
rona .  Com.  writ  at 
the  Command  of  Q^EUz, 

3.  The  £rft  and  fecond  Parts 

of  Kifig  Henry  IV.— 
The  Charader  of  Fa/Jiaff 
in  thefe  Plays  is  juftly 
efteemed  a  Mafter-Piece, 

4.  The  Merry  Wives  o/Wiii  ji- 

soB.  Com.  written  at 
the  Command  of  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

5.  Meajurefor  Meafure,   Com* 

Plot  taken  from  Cynthia 
Cirahii, 

6 .  The  Comedy  of  Err  or  s^  fo  u  nd  - 

ed  n^onPlautusManechm, 

7.  Much  ado  about  Nothing.  C. 

Plot  taken  from  Ariojio'i 
Orlando  Furiofo. 

8.  Love\  Labour  loji.     Com, 

9.  Midfummer  Night\  Dream, 

Com. 
10.  The  Merchant  of  Vzmcz^ 

Tragi-Com. 
^l.  As  you  like  it.     Com. 
J2.  T^e   Taming  of  a   Shrew, 

Com. 
13.  AWs  'well  that  ends  vjclh 

Com, 
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r4.  The  Tioelfth-Night,  or  What 
you  will.  Com.. — In  this 
Play  there  is  fomething 
fingularly  ridiculous  in  the 
fantaftical  Steward  MaU 
volio. — Part  of  the  Plot 
taken  from  Plautus's  Ma- 
ftechmi. 

15.  The  Winter^  Tale.     Tragi- 

Com.  Plot  taken  from 
Dorajlus  and  Faunia, 

16.  The  Life  and  Death  of  King 

John.     An  Hift.  Play. 

17.  The  Life  and  Death  of  King 

Richard  II.     Trag. 
38.  The  Life  of  King    HE-^•- 
RY  V.    Hift.  Play. 

19.  The    firft    Part    of    King 

Henry  VI.   Hift.  PiayT 

20.  The  fecond   Part  of  King 

Henry  VI.  ivith  tic 
Death  of  the  good  Duke 
Humphrey, 

21.  The    third    Part   of  King 

Hen.  VI.  ivitb  the  Death 
of  the  Duke  of  York.— 
Thefe  Plays  contain  the 
whole  Reign  of  this  Mo- 
narch. 

22.  1  he  Life  and  Death  of  King 

Richard  III. 

23.  The  famous  Hifory  of  the 

LifeofK.HzriRrYin. 

24.  Troilus  and  CRZssiDAt 

Trag.    Plot  from  Chaucer, 

25.  Coriolanus,     Trag. 

26.  Titus  Andronicus.  T, 

27.  Romeo  and  Jvlizt,     T. 

Plot  from  Bande/lo's  No- 
vels— This  is  perhaps  one 
of  the  moft  aflfeaing  of 
Sbakefpeare's  Plays  j  it  was 
not  long  fince  afted  four- 
teen Nights  together  at 
both  Houfes,  at  the  fame 
Time,  and  it  was  a  few 
Years  before  revived  and 
afted  twelve  Nights  with 
Applaufe,  at  the  Little 
Theatre  in  the  Haymarket, 
a8.  Ti- 


S  H 

aS,  TiMON  0/ Athens.    Tr. 

Tbe   Plot   from  Luciano 

Dialogues. 
ig.  JuLiu.   CiESAR.     Trag. 
3.0.  ThtTragedyofMACZXTH, 

Plot  from  Buchanan^  and 

oth«r  Scotch  Writers. 

31.  Hamlet  Prince  ©/Den- 

mark.    Trag. 

32.  King  Lz An.     Trag.    Plot, 

fee  Lelardj  Monwouth, 

33.  Othillo,     ri;e    Moor    of 

Venice.     Trag.      Plot 
from  Cynthio''s  Novels. 

34.  Ai^THONY   ar.d  Cleopa- 

tra.     Story  from  Plu- 
tarch. 

35.  Cymbeline.  Trag.    Plot 

from  Boccace''s  Novels. 

36.  Pericles  Pr/w^o/"TYRE. 

An  Hiftorical  Play. 

37.  The  London  Prodigal.   C. 

38.  The  Life  and  Deaih  o/T  h  0- 

mas  Lord  Cromwell, 
the  Favourite  of  King 
Henry  VIII. 
29.  The  Hifory  of  Sir  John 
Oldcastle,  the  good 
Lord  CoBji  AM.  Trag. — 
See  Fox*s  Book  of  Mar- 
tyrs. 

40.  The  Puritan,  or  the  Widow 

cfWatling-fireet.     Com. 

41.  A  'Y0RKS.HIRE    Tragedy, 

This  is  rather  an  Inter- 
lude than  a  Tragedy,  be- 
ing  very  fliort,    and  not 
divided  into  Afts. 
^2,  The  Tragedy  of  LocRlNE, 
the  eldfl  Son  of  King  Bru- 
tus.     Story  from  Mil- 
ton^ Hiftory  of  England. 
Sharp,   Mr.  Lewis.  —  This 
Gentleman   li\'ed  in   the   Reign 
of  Charles  I.  and  wrote  one  Play, 
entitled, 

The  Nohle  Stranger.     Com. 

Sharp  man,     Mr.   Edward, 

was  a    Member   of  the  Middle 

Temple  in  the  Reign  of  Jatnes  I. 

and  wrotf  a  Play  much  refem- 
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bling,  if  not  borrowed  from, 
Marjion'i  Comedy  of  the  Parafi- 
tafer. — It  is  entitled. 

The  Ekire.     Com. 

Shaw,  Samuel,  was  of  /Ifhby 
de  la  Zoucb  in  Leicef^fhire,  and 
wrote  one  Interlude,  which  was 
only  reprefented  at  a  Country 
School. — It  was  entitled, 

nOIKJAO*PONE2I2,     Interl. 

Sheppard,  Mr.  S.  lived  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I.  and, 
during  the  Prohibition  of  the 
Stage,  wrote  and  publi/hed  two 
fmall  dramatic  Pieces  on  Party 
Subjefts,  which,  however,  bear 
mu<;h  ftronger  Teftimony  to  his 
Loyalty  than  to  his  poetical  Abi- 
lities J  for,  befides  the  Shortnefs 
of  each  of  them,  bsing  not 
longer  than  a  fmgle  Aft  of  a 
moderate  Play,  they  are  almoft 
entirely  ftolen  from  other  Au- 
thors.— The  Titles  of  them  both 
are  the  fame,  the  fecond  being 
only  a  Continuation  of  the  fame 
Subjedl  with  the  firft. — They  are 
entitled. 

The  Committee  Man  curried. 
Com.  in  two  Parts^ 

Sherburne,     Sir    Edward, 

Knight. This  Author,    or  at 

leaft  learned  Tranflator,  was  born 
in  Goldfmith''s  Rents,  in  the  Parifli 
of  St.  Gi!es''s,  Cripplegate^  London, 
in  1 6 16,  and  was  of  the  fame 
ancient  Family  with  Sir  Nicholas 
Sherburne,  Bart,  of  Stonyhtirfl  in 
LavcaJhife.—^Ht  was  Commiflary 
General  of  King  Charles  I's  Ar- 
tillery, was  conftant  in  his  At- 
tachment to  the  Royal  Caufe, 
and,  in  Confideration  of  many 
faithful  Services  and  Sufferings, 
was  knighted  by  Charles  II.  at 
Whitehall,  in  1682. — Wood  mtn- 
tions  him  by  the  Title  of  late 
Clerk  of  his  Majefty's  Ordnance 
and  Armories  within  the  King- 
dom of  England,  which  Poft  he 
muft  have  held  under  K.  Cha.  II. 
He 
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He  was  a  Perfon  of  great  Learn- 
ing, and  tranflated  four,  of  the 
Tragedies  of  Seneca,  viz. 

I.Hercules.      Vid,     Ap- 
pendix.  Vol.  1.1^ 

2.  Medea. 

3.  Theeais. 

4.  Troades. 

Coxeter  alfo  tells  us,  that  he  bad 
been  informed  that  the  Cloudi  in 
Stanley''^  Life  of  AriJIophanes  was 
written  by  this  Gentleman. — He 
alfo  conjedures  him  to  be  the 
Tranllator  of  the 

PhILLIS   of  SCYROS. 

But  with  Regard  to  that  Con- 
jedure,  fee  before  under  the  Ini- 
tial Letters  S.  J. 

Sheridan,  Thomas^  M. A. — 
This  Gentleman,  who  is  now 
living,  and  has  lately  made  him- 
felf  well  known  by  his  feveral 
Endeavours  for  the  Promotion  and 
Improvement  of  the  Art  of  Ora- 
tory in  thefe  Kingdoms,  is  the 
fecond  Son  of  Dr.  Thomas  Sheri- 
dan, whom  a  clofe  Intimacy  and 
continual  Correfpondence  with 
that  Mafter  of  true  Wit  and  ori- 
ginal Humour,  the  Dean  of  St. 
Fatrichy  introduced  more  exten- 
fjvely  to  the  Notice  of  the  World 
th^n  any  very  extraordinary  Abi- 
lities of  his  own. — The  Obje£l 
of  our  prefent  Enquiries  v.'as,  I 
believe,  born  at  Siuilca,  a  little 
Eftaie  in  the  County  of  Cavan  in 
Ireland,  which  came  into  the  Fa- 
mily in  Right  of  his  Mother, 
the  Daughter  of  one  Mr.  M'Pher- 
fon,  a  Scots  Gentleman,  who  be- 
came pofiefled  of  it  during  the 
Troubles  in  Ireland, 

The  early  Parts  of  his  Educa- 
tion, no  Doubt,  he  received  un- 
der his  Father,  who  was  fo  far 
from  being  a  mere  Country  Peda- 
gogue, that  he  was  deemed  as  good 
a  Schoolmafter  as  any  in  Europe, 
and  one  of  the  beft  Latinijis  and 
Grecians  of  the  Age  he  lived  in. 
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When  grounded  in  thefe  Laa- 
guages,  he  removed  to  Trinity 
College,  Dublin,  where  He  w"6nt 
thro'  his  Academical  Studies, 
and,  I  believe,  took  his  Degree 
of  Mafter  of  Arts.— This  Courfe 
of  •  Education  finifiicd,  it  %as 
Time  for  Mr.  Sheridan  to  fet  for- 
wards in  Lite  ;  but  his  Father 
having  no  kind  of  Intereft  to  pro- 
cure him  Preferment  had  he 
thought  of  going  into  Orders,  hor 
any  Fortune  to  give  him  as  a 
Means  of  providing  for  him  in 
any  of  the  other  liberal  Profef- 
iions,  till  fuch  Time  as  his  own 
Talents  might  have  infured  his 
Succefs,  what  Step  was  to  be  ta- 
ken became  a  Point  of  fomeCon- 
fideration. — The  young  Gentle- 
man's Inclinations,  added  to  the 
Applaufe  that  he  had  frequently 
met  with  from  thofe  who  had 
been  prefent  at  the  Delivery  of 
fome  of  his  academical  Exercifes, 
in  which,  tho'  very  young,  he 
had  acquir'd  great  Reputation  as 
a  juft  and  critical  Orator,  pointed 
his  Thoughts  towards  the  The- 
atre.— That  oi  Dublin  was  indeed, 
at  that  Time,  at  a  very  low  Ebb, 
not  only  with  Refpe<5l  to  the  E- 
moluments  arlfing  from  it,  but 
alfo  as  to  the  theatrical  Merit  of 
the  Performers,  and  flill  much 
more  fo  as  to  the  internal  Oeco- 
nomy  and  Condufl  of  it,  and  the 
private  Charaders  of  the  greateft 
Part  of  its  Members  j  and  confe- 
quently  not  much  frequented,  ex- 
cepting by  the  younger  and  more 
licentious  Members  of  the  Com- 
munity, who  went  there  more 
for  the  Sake  of  indulging  an  In- 
clination of  Riot  and  Intrigue, 
than  from  any  other  Motive.-— 
Notwithftanding  thefe  Difadvant- 
ages,  however,  Mr.  Sheridan's 
Merit,  and  the  ftrong  Support 
his  Jntereft  met  with  from  his 
Fellow  Collegians,  who,   in  that 

[  F  f  3  C*ty, 
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City,  bear  great  Sway  In  all  the 
Affairs  of  public  Entertainment, 
forc'd  him  intb  Notice  and  Ap- 
probation.— And,  as  if  one  Pe- 
riod had  been  fixed  on  by  Fate 
for  awakening  the  almoft  ex- 
piring Tafte  of  both  Kingdoms, 
it  was  nearly  at  the  fame  Time 
that  our  great  brilliant  Star  ap- 
pear'd  at  once  with  dazzling  Luf- 
tre  in  the  Eaft,  and  this  other 
new  Pha^nomenon  fhone  forth 
■with  almoft  equal  Luftre  from 
the  Weft  of  the  Theatric  Hemif- 
phere. — But  there  was  a  Piece  of 
Service  flill  remaining  to  be  done 
to  the  Irip^  Theatre,  even  of  more 
Importance  than  the  Acquifition 
of  capital  Performers,  and  which 
was  referved  for  Mr.  Sheridan 
to  accomplifh.— — This  was  the 
curbing  the  Licentioufnefs  which 
had  long  reign'd  with  an  unli- 
mited Empire  behind  the  Scenes, 
and  the  putting  a  Stop  to  the 
Liberties  daily  taken  by  the  young 
and  unruly  among  the  Male  Part 
of  the  Audience,  who,  by  the 
Prefcription  of  Cuftom  al-moft  im- 
memorial, had  conftantly  claim- 
ed a  Right  of  coming  into  the 
Green-Room,  attending  Rehear- 
fals,  and  carrying  on  Gallantries 
in  the  moft  open  and  offenfive 
Manner,  with  fuch  of  the  Ac- 
treffes  as  would  admit  of  them, 
while  thofe  who  would  not,  were 
perpetually  expofed  to  Infult  and 
Ill-Treatment. Thefe  Griev- 
ances Mr.  Sheridan f  as  foon  as  he 
became  Manager  of  the  Theatre, 
*,vhich  was  not  long  after  his  firft 
coming  on  the  Stage,  determin- 
ed by  Degrees  to  remove  j  which 
he  at  laft  happily  effedled,  tho' 
»ot  till  after  his  having  been  in- 
volved in  Contefts  with  perhaps 
the  moft  tumultuous  Audiences 
in  the  World,  not  only  at  the 
Hazard  of  lofing  his  Means  of 
SubliftenGe,  but  even  at  theRifgue 
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of  his  Life,  from  the  Refentment 
of  a  Set  of  lawlefs  Rioters  j  who 
were,  however,  thro'  a  noble 
Exertion  of  Juftice  in.  the  Ma- 
gi ftracy  of  Dublin,  in  the  Support 
of  fo  good  a  Caufe,  at  length 
convinced  of  their  Error,  or  at 
leaft  of  the  Impra£licability  of 
purfuing  it  any  farther  with  Im- 
punity.— And  thus  to  Mr.  Shi" 
ridans  Care,  Judgment,  Aflidu- 
ity  and  Spirit,  the  Theatre  of 
Dublin  ftands  indebted  for  the 
Regularity,  Decorum  and  Pro- 
priety which  it  has  fince  been 
conduded  with,  and  the  Reputa- 
tion it  has  acquir'd  j  it  having 
been  brought  to  that  Striflnefs  of 
Conduft,  that  neither  the  Pow- 
ers of  Intereft  or  of  Violence 
could  procure  an  Admittance  for 
any  one  behind  the  Scenes  during 
the  Time  either  of  Performance 
or  Rehearfal. — Nor  has  the  Pub- 
lic been  under  lefs  confiderable 
Obligations  to  this  Gentleman, 
not  only  for  the  Eafe  and  quiet 
Enjoyment  of  their  moft  rational 
Amufement,  but  alfo  for  the 
very  Merit  of  the  Performances,  in 
Confequence  of  his  introducing 
fuch  a  Degree  of  Regularity  in- 
to them,  as  became  a  Tempta- 
tion for  other  Perfons,  as  well  as 
himfelf  (poffefs'd  of  amiable  Cha- 
rafters,  defcended  from  good  Fa- 
milies, whofe  Educations  had 
been  liberal,  and  who  were  en- 
dowed with  thofe  Virtues  and  Ac- 
complilhments,  without  which 
theatrical  Excellence  can  never 
be  attained)  to  offer  their  Ser- 
vices to  the  Public,  in  a  Profef- 
fion,  which,  for  a  long  Time, 
with  Refpe6l  to  that  Kingdom, 
none  but  Perfons,  indifferent  to 
that  moft  valuable  of  all  earthly 
Poffeflions,  the  good^Opinion  of 
the  World,  would  venture  to  ap- 
pear in. 

During  the  Space  of  about  tight 
Years, 
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Years,  Mr.  Sheridan  pofiTefled  this 
important  Office  of  Manager  of 
the  Theatre  Royal  of  Dublin, 
with  all  the  Succefs  both  with 
Refpe<il:  to  Fame  and  Fortune 
that  could  well  be  expeded. — 
Till  at  length,  an  unfortunate 
Occurrence  overthrew  at  once 
the  feemingly  ftable  Fabric  be 
had  To  long  and  with  fo  much 
Pains  been  rearing,  prov'd  the 
Shipwreck  of  his  private  For- 
tune ,  and  indeed  hitherto  the 
Deftruilion  of  all  thole  flourifh- 
ing  Profpefts  the  Jrip  Stage 
feem'd  then  to  have  of  an  efta- 
bliflied  Succefs. 

In  the  Summer  of  the  Year 
1754,  in  which  the  Rancour  of 
political  Party  arofe  to  the  great- 
eft  Height  that  it  had  aimcft  ever 
been  known  to  do  in  r«  !>//«,  Mr. 
Sbnidan  unfortunately  revived  a 
Tragedy,  'viz..  Miller  i  Mahomet, 
In  this  Play  were  many  Paf- 
fages,  which,  though  no  more 
than  geijeral  Sentiments  of  Li- 
berty, and  the  Deteftation  of 
Bribery  and  Corruption,  in  thofe 
who  have  the  ConduA  of  public 
Affairs,  yet  being  fixed  on  by  the 
Anti-Courtiers  as  exprefTive  of 
their  own  Opinions  in  Regard  to 
certain  Perfons  at  that  Time  in 
Pcver,  thofe  PafTages  were  in- 
lifted  on  by  them  to  be  repeated  5 
a  Demand  which,  on  the  firft 
Night  of  its  Reprefentation,  was 
complied  with  by  Mr.  Digges,  by 
whom  the  Part  of  Alcanor,  in 
which  moft  of  them  occurr'd, 
was  then  perform'd.— On  the 
fucceeding  Night,  however,  in 
Confequence  of  fome  Remon- 
ftrances  which  had  been  made  by 
the  Manager,  on  the  Impropriety 
and  Inconveniences  attending  on 
fuch  a  Pra(n:ice,the  fame  Speeches, 
when  again  called  for  by  the  Au- 
<3ience,  were  refufed  by  the  Ac- 
tor, and,  on  fome  Hints  which 
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he  could  not  avoid  giving  of  his 
Inducement  for  that  Refufal,  the 
Manager    became   the  ObjciSt   of 

their  Refentment.  On   his 

not  appearing  to  appeafe  their 
Rage  by  fome  Kind  of  Apology, 
they  fiew  out  into  the  moft  out- 
rageous Violence,  cut  the  Sce- 
nery to  Pieces  with  their  Swords, 
tore  up  the  Benches  and  Boxes, 
and,  in  a  Word,  totally  defpoiled 
the  Theatre  ;  concluding  with  a 
Refolulion  never  more  to  permit 
Mr.  Sheridan  to  appear  on  that 
Stage. 

In  Confequence  of  this  Tu- 
mult he  was  obliged  to  place  the 
Management  of  his  ravaged  Play- 
houfe  in  other  Hands  for  the  en- 
fuing  Seafon,  and  come  himfelf 
to  England,  v/here  he  continued 
till  the  Opening  of  the  Winter 
of  the  Year  1756,  when  the  Spi- 
rit of  Party  being  in  fome  Degre« 
fubfided,  and  Mr.  Sheridan  s  per- 
fonal  Opponents  fomewhat  con- 
vinced of  the  impetuous  Raihnefs 
of  their  Proceedings,  he  returned 
to  his  native  Country,  and  havr- 
ing  preceded  his  firft  Appearance 
in  Charafler  by  a  public  Apolo- 
gy for  fuch  Parts  of  his  Condu£l 
as  might  have  been  confider'd  as 
exceptionable,  he  was  again  re- 
ceived with  the   higheft  Favour 

by  the  Audience. But  now, 

though  once  more  feated  on  th« 
Throne  of  theatrical  Sovereignty, 
his  Reign,  which  had  been  thus 
difturbed  by  an  Infurre<n:ion  at 
home,  was  yet  to  undergo  a  f e * 
cond  Shock  from  an  Affair  ftill, 
if  polTible,  more  fatal,  being  no 
lefs  than  an  Invafion  from  abroad. 
— Two  mighty  Potentates  from 
England,  viz.  Mr.  Barry  and 
Mr.  PFoodivard,  having  found 
Means  to  found  the  Difpofition 
of  the  Peor-le  of  Dublin,  with 
whom  the  former,  exclufive  of 
his  allowed  theatrical  Merit,  had 
[  F  f  z  ]  great 
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great  Intereft  by  being  their  Coun- 
tryman, and  finding  it  the  O- 
pinion  of  many,  that  a  fecond 
Theatre  in  that  City  would  be 
Jilfely  to  meet  with  Encourage- 
tnent,  if  fupported  by  good  Per- 
foimers,  immediately  raifed  a 
large  Subfcription  among  the  No- 
blhty  and  Gentry,  fet  Artificers 
fo  Work,  erefted  a  new  Play- 
houfe  in  Crcw-jireet  during  the 
iiummer  Seafon,  and,  having  en- 
f,aged  a  Company  feledled  from 
the  two  Theatres  of  London,  were 
ready  for  openuig  by  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  enfuing  Winter. — 
And  now,  at  a  Time  when  he 
needed  the  greateft  Increafe  of 
Theatrical  Strength,  he  found 
himfclf  deferted  by  fome  of  his 
principal  Performers,  who  had 
engaged  themfelves  at  the  new 
Houfe;  and,  as  if  Fate  was  de- 
termined to  combat  againft  him, 
fome  valuable  Auxiliaries,  which 
he  had  engaged  from  'E?:g!and,  a- 
mong  whom  were  Mr.  Theophilus 
Gbber,  and  Mr. Maddox  the  Wire- 
Dancer,  loft  their  Lives  in  the 
Attempt  to  come  to  Ireland,  be- 
ing driven  by  a  Storm,  and  caft 
away  on  the  Coaft  of  Scotland, 

This  was  the  finifhing  Stroke 
to  that  Ruin  which  had  begun  to 
take  Piace,  and  had  been  fo  long 
impending  over  his  Head. — He 
was  now  compelled  entirely  to 
throw  up  his  whole  Concern  with 
that  Theatre,  and  to  feek  out  for 
fome  other  Means  of  providing 
for  himfelf  and  Family. 

In  the  Year  1757,  Mr.  She- 
ridan had  publiftied  a  Plan,  where- 
by he  propofcd  to  the  Natives  of 
Ire/and  the  Eftablifliment  of  an 
Academy  for  the  Accomplifliment 
of  Youth  in  every  Qualification 
neceflary  for  a  Gentleman. — In 
the  Formation  of  this  Defign  he 
coafider'd  the  Art  of  Oratory  as 
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one  of  the  principal  EfTentials, 
and,  in  order  to  give  a  ftronger 
Idea  of  the  Utility  of  that  Art, 
by  Example  as  well  as  Theory^ 
he  opened  his  Plan  to  the  Pub- 
lic in  two  or  three  Orations, 
which  were  fo  well  written,  and 
fo  admirably  delivered,  as  to 
give  the  higheft  Proofs  of  the 
Abilities  of  the  Propofer,  and  his 
Fitnefs  for  the  Office  of  Super- 
intendant  of  fuch  an  Academy  j 
for  which  Poft  he  ofter'd  his  Ser- 
vice to  the  Public— Yet  how  it 
happen'd  I  know  not }  but,  tho* 
the  Plan  itfelf  was  in  fome  De- 
gree carried  into  Execution,  Mr. 
Sheridan  was  unfortunately  ex» 
eluded  from  any  Share  in  the 
Condu£l  of  it. 

He  then  came  over  once  more 
to  England,  where  he  compof- 
ed  a  Courfe  of  excellent  Lec- 
tures on  Elocution  and  Oratory , 
which  he  publicly  read  in  the 
Theatre  of  the  Univerfity  of  Ox- 
ford, to  numerous  and  elegant 
Audiences,  very  confiderably  to 
his  Emolument,  and  ftill  more  fo 
to  his  Reputation  j  and,  as  a  far- 
ther Teftimony  borne  to  his  A" 
bilities,  was  honoured  by  the 
Univerfity  with  a  Mafier  of  Arts 
Degree. — From  thence  he  again 
came  to  London,  where,  for  thefe 
three  Years  paft,  his  Time  feems 
to  have  been  divided  between  the 
Avocations  of  his  former  Profef- 
fion  (having  performed  frequently 
in  fome  of  his  moft  favorite  Cha- 
racters in  the  Theatre  Royal  in 
Drury-Lane)  and  that  of  the 
reading  Leftures. — Some  Part  of 
laft  Winter,  alfo,  he  publifhed 
Propofals  for  eftablifhing  an  A- 
cademy  for  introducing  the 
Englijh  Language  in  its  Purity, 
both  of  Grammar  and  Pronunci- 
ation, into  the  Kingdom  of  Scot- 
land)  where  moreover  he  had  met 
with 
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vlth  Succefs  in  his  Le£lures ;  but 
this  Defign  feems,  for  the  prefent 
at  leaft,   to  be  laid  afide. 

I  have  been  the  fuller  in  my 
Account  of  this  Gentleman,  as 
his  clofe  Conne<n:ion  with,  and 
his  real  Confequence  in  theatrical 
Hiftory,  feem  naturally  to  render 
the  Events  of  his  Life  of  fome 
Importance  to  the  Devotees  of 
the  dramatic  Mules,  and  to  en- 
title them  to  an  ample  mention 
in  a  Work  of  this  nature. — What 
Plan  he  propofes  to  purfue  here- 
after I  am  not  informed  of,  but,  be 
it  what  it  will,  his  Merits  of  vari- 
ous Kinds  certainly  entitle  him  to 
the  Encouragement  of  the  Public, 
in  whofe  Service  he  has  ever  been 
faithfully  afliduouSj  although  in 
many  Inftances  unluccefsfully  fo. 
As  an  Aftor,  the  capital  Station 
he  fo  long  maintained  in  the  good 
Opinion  of  an  Audience  who 
value  themfelves  fo  highly  on  be- 
ing critical  Judges  of  the  Perfor- 
mances, is  furely  fufficient  to  au- 
thorize our  allowing  him,  if  not 
a  Place  in  the  firft  Rank  of  Ac- 
tors, at  leaft  deferving  of  one 
fuperior  to  thofe  in  the  fecond. — 
Nature  has  indeed  been  rather 
niggard  of  her  Favour  to  him 
with  Refpe£l  to  Voice  and  Perfon, 
but  the  Judgment  in  oratorical 
Execution,  and  the  critical  Un- 
derftanding  of  his  Author,  which 
are  fo  effentially  his  Charadterif- 
tics,  muft  ever  afford  Delight  to 
the  judicious  and  difcerning. — 
As  a  Scholar,  all  v/ho  know  him 
mufl-  acknowledge  his  Excellen- 
cies J  and  as  a  Writer,  his  Ef- 
fay  on  Eritijh  Education,  and 
his  Courfe  of  Oratorical  ic^- 
tures  lately  publifhed,  as  well  as 
the  many  little  Pieces  which,  in 
his  own  Defence,  he  has  at  Times 
teen  obliged  to  fend  forth  into 
the  World,  ihew  a  Depth  of  Rea- 
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foning,  a  Fulnefs  of  Imagination, 
and  a  Command  of  Language, 
which  fpeak  his  Praifes  in  nobler 
Terms  than  it  is  in  the  Power  of 
my  Ten  to  difplay  them  with.— 
In  the  dramatic  Way  he  has  only 
produced  one  original  Piece,  and 
prepared  three  more  for  the  Stage 
from  the  Works  of  other  Au- 
thors,  visi. 

1.  Captain  O'Bl under.  Far. 

2.  CoRiOLANUs.  Trag.  Vid^ 

Vol.  I.  Appendix. 

3.  Loyal  SubjeB.     Tragi-Com. 

alter'd  from  Beaumont  and 
Fletcher. 

4.  Romeo  and  Jvliet.     T. 

alter'd  from  Shakefpeare. 
Sheridan,  Mrs.  Wife  to  the 
above-mentioned  Gentleman, — 
This  Very  ingenious  Lady  has 
written  fome  Things  in  the  No- 
vel-Way, which  have  been  v/eli-^ 
received  j  particularly  the  Hiftory 
of  Mifs  Sidney  Biddulph. — She  is 
likewife  Author  of  a  Comedy, 
a<Sled  laft  Winter,  with  good  Suc- 
cefs, at  the  Theatre  in  Driiry. 
Lane,  entitled. 

The  Difcovery, 
Her  Kuiband  played  a  principal 
Part  in  it  5  as  did  alfo  Mr.  Car-- 
rick,  Mr.  Oirien^  Mr.  Holland, 
Mrs.  Pritchard,  Sec.  —  Garrick's 
Part,  be:ing  that  of  a  formal  old 
Batchelor,  (  Sir  Anthony  Bran- 
•villc)  kept  the  Houfe  in  a  conti- 
nual Roar  of  Laughter  5  and  fe- 
veral  li\ely  Scenes  between  Sir 
Harry  Flutter  (Mr,  Obnen)  and 
his  Lady,  (  Mifs  Pope)  created 
much  Mirth,  and  were  greatly 
applauded. — As  to  the  Charadler 
of  the  Play  in  general,  the  inge- 
nious Authors  of  the  Monthly  Re- 
vitw  obfcrve,  that  it  is  "  fenti- 
"  mental  and  moral  in  the  Con- 
'^'  doifl,  eafy  and  corredl  in  the 
"  Language,  various  and  enter- 
"  taining  in  the  Charadiers  j" 
•  £  i-'  ^'  3  J  $» 
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fo  which  they  add,  *'  the  greatefl: 
"  Fault  we  find  throughout  the 
*' whole,  is  the  Length  and  Lan- 
''  guor  of  fome  of  the  Scenes, 
"^  which     almoft     deviate     into 

l£  Preaching."  This   Fault, 

however,  was  judicioufly  rectified 
in  the  Perforniaiice,  after  the  firft 
Night. 

This  Lady  is  alfo  faid  to  be  the 
Tranflator  of  the  Memoirs  and 
Letters  of  the  celebrated  Nlron  de 
L'Er.clos,  publiflied  in  176 1,  in 
two  Pocket  Volumes. — We  men- 
tion this  Circumftance  to  diftin- 
guifh  her  Edition  from  a  prior 
Tranfiation  in  one  Vol.  which  is 
deemed  much  inferior  to  Mrs. 
Sheridan's  Performance. 

S  K  I P  M  A  N ,  Thomas,  E fq ; — Of 
this  Gentleman  we  have  no  far- 
ther Information,  than  that  he 
was  defcended  of  a  very  good  Fa- 
mily, and  had,  by  Dint  of  an 
excellent  Education,  acquired  all 
thofe  Accompli/hments  which 
•were  necefTary  to  fit  him  for 
Converfation  ,  and  render  his 
Company  defirable  by  the  beft 
Wits  of  the  Age. — We  find  only 
one  dramatic  Piece  of  his  extant, 
"whofe  Title  is 

Henry  III.  cf  France.  Trag. 
Yet  it  appears,  from  a  Colleftion 
«f  his  Poems  ,  entitled  Caro- 
hna,  that  he  was  held  in  high 
Ifteem  by  Mr.  Cow'ey,  and  had 
written  other  Tragedies.  —  But 
what  they  were  entitled,  or  whe- 
ther ever  publilhed,  it  is  not  ea- 
fy  to  trace. — He  Hved  in  the 
Reign  of  Charles  II,  and  is  fap- 
pofed  to  have  died  in  the  Year 
3691. 

Shiriey,  Mr. — A  Gentle- 
jnan  of  this  Name  I  find  to  have 
been,  about  thirty  Years  ago, 
Author  of  one  dramatic  Piece  j 
but  wheti  er  he  is  yet  living,  has 
leiyier'd  h  mfelf  any  other  Ways 
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known  hy  literary  Produaionff, 
or  any  other  Particulars  relating 
to  him,  I  am  totally  ignorant  of. 
The  Title  of  his  Play  is, 

The  Parricide.     Trag. 

Shirley,  Mr.  Henry.  —  Of 
this  Gentleman  I  can  trace  no 
farther  Particulars,  than  that  he 
lived  in  the  Reign  of  K.  Charles  I„ 
and  wrote  one  Play,  entitled. 

The  Martyr  d  Soldier.     Trag. 
Wood  imagines  him  to  be   Bro- 
ther, or  fome  near  Relation   of 
James  Shirley,  whom  I  now  ihall 
proceed  to  give  fome  Account  of. 

Shirley,  James,  was  of  an 
ancient  Family,  and  born  about 
the  Year  1594,  in  London. — He 
was  educated  at  Merchant-Tay- 
lor''^ School,  and  from  thence  re- 
moved to  St.  John\  College  in 
Oxford  J  where  Dr.  Laud,  then 
Prefident  of  that  College,  con- 
ceived a  great  Affe£lion  for  him, 
on  Account  of  his  excellent  Parts^ 
yet  would  often  tell  him,  that 
"  he  was  an  unfit  Perfon  to  take 
"  the  facred  Funftion  upon  him, 
**  and  fhould  never  have  his  Con- 
''  fent  ;"  becaufe  Mr.  Shirley  had 
a  large  Mole  upon  his  left  Cheek,, 
which  L^«iefteemed  a  Deformity. 
Afterwards,  leaving  Oxford,  he 
went  to  Cambridge,  and  foon  af- 
ter, entering  into  Orders,  he  took 
a  Cure  at  or  near  St,  Albans. — 
In  the  mean  Time,  growing  un- 
fettled  in  his  Principles,  he 
changed  his  Religion  for  that  of 
Rome,  left  his  Living,  and  taught 
a  Grammar- School  in  St.  Albans  | 
but  this  Employment  being  un- 
eafy  to  him,  he  retired  to  Z,o«- 
don,  lived  in  Grays-Inn,  and  be- 
came a  Writer  of  PI  ays. — ^j 
this  he  gained,  not  only  a  Live- 
lihood, but  alfo  great  Refpeft  and 
Encouragement  from  Perfons  of 
Quality,  efpecially  from  the 
Queen,  Wife  Co  King  Charles  I. 
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who  made  him  her  Servant.— 
"When  the  Rebellion  broke  out, 
be  was  obliged  to  leave  London 
and  his  Family ;  for  he  had  a 
Wife  and  Children  :  And  being 
invited  by  his  Patron  William, 
Earlj  afterwards  Duke,  of  Nciv- 
cafile,  to  follow  his  Fortune 
in  the  Civil  Wars ,  he  attend- 
ed his  Lordihip. — On  the  (De- 
cline of  the  King's  Caufe,  he 
retired  to  London  j  where,  among 
other  of  his  Friends,  he  found 
Mr.  Stanley,  Author  of  the  Li-uei 
tf  tie  Philofophers,  who  fup- 
ported  him  for  the  prefent.. — The 
ading  of  Plays  being  prohibited, 
he  then  returned  to  his  old  Oc- 
cupation of  teaching  School, 
which  he  did  in  White-Fryars  ; 
and,  at  the  Reftoration,  feveral 
of  his  Plays  were  brought  upon 
the  Theatre  again. — In  1666, 
happen'd  the  great  Fire  of  Lon- 
don, by  which  he  was  burnt  out 
of  his  Houfe  near  Fleet-Jireet ; 
from  whence  he  removed  into 
the  Parifh  of  St.  Giles's  in  the 
Fields  J  where,  being  extremely 
afFeded  with  the  Lofs  and  Ter- 
ror occafioned  by  th-it  dreadful 
Conflagration,— They  both  died 
vithin  the  Space  of  twenty  four 
Hours,  and  were  interred  in  the 
fame  Grave. 

Befides  thirty-nine  Plays,  Tra- 
gedies and  Comedies,  printed  at 
different  Times,  he  publifted  an 
0£lavo  Volume  of  Poems  in 
1646,  with  three  Trafts  relating 
to  Grammar.  —  He  aflifted  his 
Patron,  the  Duke  of  Ncivcajile, 
in  compofing  feveral  Plays,  which 
the  Duke  publiflied  ;  as  likewife 
Mr.  John  Ogilby^  in  his  Tranfla- 
tion  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  with 
writing  Noies  on  them. — He  was 
by  many  confider'd  as  one  of  the 
moft  noted  dramatic  Poets  of 
bis    Time  j    and  fomc  thought 
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even  equal  to  Fletcher  hlm- 

ur  Author's  dramatic  Pieces 

The  Changes,  or  Love  in  a 
Ma'X.e,     Com.    1632. 
,  Contention  for    Honour    and 

Riches,     Mafque,   1633. 
,  HoNORiA  and  Mammctn. 

Com. 
,  The  Witty  Fair-One.   Com. 

1633. 
,  The     Triumphs    of    Peace, 

Mafque,   1633, 
.  T:h&Traytor.     Trag.  1635, 
.  The  Toung  Admiral.  Tragi- 

Com.   1637. 
.  The  Example.    Tragi -Com. 

1637. 
.  Hyde  Park,    Com.    1637. 
.  The  Gamefier,    Com.  1637. 
.   The  Royal  Majler.     Tragi- 

Com.   1638. 
,  ThzDuke'sMifrefs.  Tragi- 

Com.   1638. 
.  The  Lady  of  Pleajure.  Com. 

1638. 
..  The  Maid's  Revenge,  Trag, 

1638. 
: .   C  H  A  B  0  T  Admiral  of  France, 

Trag.    1639. 
.  The  Ball.     Com.    1639. 
.  Arcadia.   Dramatic  Paf- 
toral.   1640. 
The  Humorous  Courtier.     C. 

1640. 
St.  Patrick  for  Ireland. 

Hiftorical  Play.   1640. 
Lo-ue's  Cruelty.   Trag.  1640, 
The    Triumph     of   Beauty. 

Myfque,   1646. 
The  Sifiers.     Com.   1652. 
The  Brothers.    Com.    1652, 
The  Doubtful  Heir.    Tragi- 

Com.   1652. 
The    Court  Secret.      Tragic 

Com.   1653. 
The  Impojior.     Tragi-Com, 

5653. 
The  P&//r/(r/<?»,  Trag.  1655^ 
a8.  Tiie 


S  H 

a?.  The  Grateful  Servant,  Tr.- 
Com.   1655. 
25,  Tht  Gentleman  of  ViL'^ict., 
Tragi-Com.   165';. 

30.  The  Contention  of  AjAX 
and  Ulysses  for  A- 
c  H I T.  L  E  s ' J  Armour,  M . 
1658. 

31.  Cv p IV  afid  Death.  Mafq; 
1658. 

32.  Love-Tricks,  or  the  School 

of  Compliments.     C.    1 658. 

33.  ThtCoif  ant  Maid,  or  Love 

tvill  fnd  out  the  Way.    C, 

34.  The  Opportunity.     Com. 

35.  i:\\t  Wedding.     Com. 
56.  A  Bird  in  a  Cage.     Com, 


The  Coronation,  Com, 
3?.  The  Cardinal.  Trag. 
39.  Andrgmana  ,  or  the 
Merchanfs  Wife.  Trag. 
1660. 
Shirley,  William,  Efq; — 
This  Gentleman  is  ftill  living, 
and  was  for  fome  Years  Reficlent 
in  Portugal,  in  the  Character,  if 
I  miftake  not,  of  a  Conful  or 
public  Agent  for  Mercantile  Af- 
fairs from  th's  Kingdom, — On 
~ibme  Difguft,  hov/ever,  or  Dif- 
pute  which  he  had  involved  him- 
ielf  in  there,  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land about  the  Year  1749.  — 
He  has  ever  been  efteemed  a  Per- 
fon  of  deep  Penetration,  and  well 
verfed  in  Affairs  of  Trade  and 
the  Commercial  Interefts  and 
Connexions  of  different  king- 
doms, more  efpecially  thofe  of 
Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  ■ 
He  has  alfo  been  generally  con- 
fider'd  as  the  Author  of  feve- 
ral  Letters  on  thofe  Subjefts 
publlihed  in  the  Daily  Gaxetteer, 
and  figned  Lufitanicus.  —  In  his 
poetical  Capacity,  however,  Mr. 
Shirley  does  not  ftand  in  fo  con- 
sfidera'ble  a  Light,  there  having 
only  one  dramatic  Piece  of  his 
Wating  as  yet  appear' d  on  the 
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Stage,  and  that,  though  ftrongly 
fupported  with  Refpeft  to  the 
Performance,  met  with  but  very 
indifferent  Succefs. — It  was  en- 
titled, 

Edward  the  Black  Prince, 
Trag. 
We  are  informed  that  this  Gen- 
tleman has  written  another  Tra- 
gedy, and  that  every  Thing  was 
ready  for  afting  it,  in  the  prcfent 
Year  1763,  at  the  Theatre  in 
Covent-Garden  ;  when  it  was  pro- 
hibited by  Authority  :  The  Town 
were  the  more  furprized  at  this, 
the  Play  being  entirely  built  on 
an  old  Story  ufed  by  the  Greek 
Poets  3000  Years  ago,  and  bear- 
ing no  Affinity  to  the  prefent 
Times. — This  is  one  ill  Confe- 
quence  of  invefting  a  Courtier 
v/ith  the  Power  of  licenfing  the 
Stage,  which  certainly  ought  to 
be  as  free  as  the  Prefs  j  the  Ex- 
ertion of  fuch  a  Power  being,  as 
we  conceive,  the  higheft  In- 
fult  on  the  Dignity  of  the  Pub- 
lic. 

Smith,  Edmund,  a  Poet  of 
confiderable  Reputation,  was  the 
only  Son  of  Mr.  Neale,  an  emi- 
nent Merchant,  and  was  born  in 
the  Year  1668. — Some  Misfor- 
tunes of  his  Father,  which  were 
foon  after  followed  by  his  Death, 
occafioned  the  Son's  being  left 
very  young  in  the  Hands  of  Mr. 
Smith,  who  had  married  his  Fa- 
ther's Sifter. — This  Gentleman 
treated  him  as  if  he  had  been  his 
own  Child,  and  placed  him  at 
Weflminfier  School,  under  Dr. 
Bufi>y. — After  the  Death  of  his 
generous  Guardian,  whofe  Name 
in  Gratitude  he  thought  proper 
to  affume,  he  was  removed  to 
Chrifi-Church  in  Oxford,  and  was 
there,  by  his  Aunt,  handfomely 
maintained   till  her  Death. • 

Some  Time  before  his  leaving 
ChrijU 
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Chrtji-Churcbt  he  was  fent  for  by 
his  Mother  to  Worcefter,  and  ac- 
knowledgedby  her  as  a  legitimate 
Son  ;  which  his  Friend  Mr.  01- 
difivortb  mentions,  to  wipe  off 
the  Afperfions  that  fome  had 
ignorantly  caft  on  his  Birth. — He 
pafTed  through  the  Exercifes  of 
the  College  and  Univerfity  with 
unufual  Applaufcj  and  acquired 
a  great  Reputation  in  the  Schools 
both  for  Knowledge  and  Skill  in 
Difputation. — Mr.Smith''s  Works 
are  not  many. — His  celebrated 
Tragedy,  Phaedra  and  HippoHtus, 
was  afted  at  the  Theatre-Royal 
in  ,  1707  ;  and  was  introduced 
upon  the  Stage,  at  a  Time  when 
the  Italian  Operas  fo  much  en- 
groffed  the  polite  World,  that 
Senfe  was  altogether  facrificed  to 
Sound  :  And  this  occafioned  Mr. 
Addifon,  who  did  our  Poet  the 
Honour  to  write  the  Prologue,  to 
rally  therein  the  vitiated  Tafte  of 
the  Public,  in  preferring  the  un- 
ideal  Entertainment  of  an  Opera 
to  the  genuine  Senfe  of  a  Britijh 
Poet.  —  This  Tragedy,  with  a 
Poem  to  the  Memory  of  Mr. 
John  Phillips,  his  moft  inti- 
mate Friend,  three  or  four  Odes, 
and  a  Latin  Oration,  fpoken  pub- 
lickly  at  Oxford^  in  Laudem  T^ho- 
mos  Bodleii,  were  publiflied  in  the 
Year  1719,  under  the  Name  of 
his  Works,  by  Mr.  Oldifworth  j 
who  prefixed  a  Charafter  of  the 
Author,  from  whence  this  Ac- 
count is  taken. — Mr.  Smith  died 
in  the  Year  17 10,  in  the  42d 
Year  of  his  Age,  at  the  Seat  of 
George  Ducket,  Efq;  called  Har- 
tbam  in  IFiltJhire,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Pariih  Church  there.— 
Mr.  Oldifzvorth  has  reprefented 
Mr.  Smith,  as  a  Man  abounding 
with  Qjjalitics  equally  good  and 
great  j  and  we  have  no  Reafon  to 
impute  this  Panegyric  to  the  Par« 
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tiallty  of  Friendship.— Mr.  Smith 
had,  neverthelefs,  fome  flight 
Defeds  in  his  Condud  ;  one  was 
an  extreme  Careleflfnefs  in  Drefs, 
which  Singularity  procured  him 
the  Name  of  Captain  Ragg.— 
His  Perfon  was  yet  fo  well  form- 
ed, that  no  Negka  of  this  Kind 
could  render  it  difagreeable  j  in- 
fomuch  that  the  Fair  Sex,  who 
obferved  and  admired  him,  ufed 
at  once  to  commend  and  reprove 
him,  by  the  Name  of  the  hand- 
fome  Sloven. — It  is  acknowledg- 
ed alfo,  that  he  was  much  in- 
clined to  Intemperance;  which 
funk  him  into  that  Sloth  and  In- 
dolence, which  has  been  _th« 
Bane  of  many  a  bright  Genius. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  was  a  good- 
natured  Man,  a  finifhed  Scholar, 
a  fine  Poet,  and  a  difcerning 
Critic. 

Smith,  Mr.  Henry,  wrote  in 
the  Reign  of  PFilliam  III.— He 
belonged  to  Clifford's  -  Jnn,  and 
was  Author  of  one  Play,  en- 
titled, 

The  Princefs  of  Parma.     T. 

Smith,  Mr.  yo^ff,  was  born 
at  Tork,  received  his  Education 
at  Oxford,  and  was,  for  many 
Years,  Under-Mafter  of /kfe^J^Z?/! 
School  in  that  City. — He  is  faid 
to  have  hved  afterwards  in'  Tork- 
Jhire  ;  and  to  have  wrote  one  dra- 
matic Piece,  refufed  by  the  Play- 
ers, but  printed  about  the  Year 
1691,  under  the  Title  of, 

Cytherea,     Com. 

Smith,  Mr.  JVilliam.— This 
Gentleiman  wrote,  in  the  Reign 
of  King  yames  I.  two  dramatic 
Pieces,  whofe  Titles  are, 

1.  Freeman  s   Honour  .        Play, 

Vid.    Vol.   I.     Appen- 
dix, 

2.  Ht&or   of  Germany,      Hift. 

Play. 
The  firfl:  of  them,  I  believe,  ne- 
ver 
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ver  appeared  in  Print,  being  only 
mentioned  in  the  Epiftle  Dedica- 
tory of  the  other. 

Coxeter  quaeries,  whether  this 
Author  is  not  the  William  Smith, 
■Rouge  Dragon  Purfuivant  at  Arms, 
fpoken  of  in  the  Englifo  Topogra- 
pher, pag.  2, 

Smollet,  1'cbias,  M.  D. — 
A  well-known  Writer  of  the 
prefent  Age,  is  a  Native  of  North 
Briton,  and  was  bred  a  Sea  Sur- 
geon.—  He  ferved  in  the  War 
which  was  terminated  by  the 
Peace  of  Aix  laChapelle,  in  1748. 
Having  then  no  farther  Employ- 
Jnent  at  Sea,  he  betook  himfelf 
to  his  Pen  j  and,  being  happy  in 
9  lively  Genius,  he  foon  pro- 
duced his  celebrated  Novel,  en- 
titled Roderick  Random  \  which 
met  with  great  Succefs. — This 
encouraged  him  to  purfue  the 
fame  Path,  and  he  afterwards 
gave  the  Town  another  Novel, 
entitled  Peregrine  Tickle-,  in  which 
he  luckily  introduced  the  Hiftory 
of  the  celebrated  Lady  Vane.— 
This  Epifode  gave  the  Book  a 
great  Run ;  but  it  had  likewife 
EG  inconfiderable  Merit,  inde- 
pendent of  that  Lady's  enter- 
taining Story }  the  Materials  of 
which,  it  is  faid,  (he  herfelf 
furnifhed. — He  likewife  v^rote  a 
third  Novel,  entitled  Ferdinand 
Count  Fathom,  which  was  judged 
greatly  inferior  to  the  two  for- 
mer j  and  to  this  Gentleman  alfo 
the  Public  is  obliged  for  a  new 
Tranflation  of  Gil  Bias,  which 
was  well  received. — He  alfo  made 
a  new  Tranflation  of  Don  ^ix- 
ote,  from  the  Spanijh  : — And,  in 
1752,  he  ftruck  into  a  different 
Branch  of  Literature,  and  pub- 
liflied  a  Trad  on  Bathing  and 
Baib  Waters. — About  this  Time 
he  obtained  a  Degree  as  Dodor 
of  Phyfic— He  refided  at  Chelfea, 
*nd  had  ibme  Pra<^ice:   but  wri- 
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ting  was  his  chief  Purfuit.— His 
lijjiory  of  England  met  with  ama- 
zing Succefs  J  but  this  was  chiefly 
attributed  to  the  uncommon  Arts 
of  Publication  made  ufe  of  by 
his  BookfeJler  j  neverthelefs, 
there  is  confiderable  Merit  in  the 
Dodlor's  Hiftory  j  which,  in  Point 
of  Style,  is  inferior  to  none. — 
He  alfo  unfortunately  engaged  in 
a  periodical  Work,  entitled  The 
Critical  Review,  in  which  the 
Acrimony  of  his  Striaures  ex- 
pofed  him  to  great  Inconveni- 
ences, particularly  a  Profecution 
from  Admiral  Knoivles ;  in  Con- 
fequence  of  which  he  underwent 
a  heavy  Fine  and  Imprifonment 
in  the  King^s  Bench, — This  feem« 
to  have  given  him  a  Djfguft  to- 
wards Criticifm  j  and  probably 
againft  Author/hip  in  general.— 
Neverthelefs,  it  is  faid,  he  en- 
gaged (in  the  Year  1762)  in  the 
Political  Controverfy  relating  to 
Lord  Bute,  and  the  Oppofition 
formed  againft  that  Minifter  j  and 
that  he  wrote  the  periodical  Pa- 
per, entitled  The  Briton. — How- 
ever, his  Health  being  fomewhat 
impaired,  he  dropt  that  Paper, 
and  retired  into  France,  in  Hopes 
of  receiving  Benefit  from  that 
milder  Climate. 

The  Do£lor  had  a  very  agreea- 
ble Vein  of  Poetry ;  as  appeared 
by  fome  little  occafional  Pieces, 
particularly  The  Tears  of  Scotland y 
printed  in  a  CoUedlion  of  inge- 
nious Poems,  entitled  The  Union. 
He  is  Author  of  two  dramatic 
Pieces,  viz. 

1,  The  Regicide.   Trag.  print- 

ed in  1749,  refufed  by 
Mr.  Garrick,  and  never 
afted. 

2,  The  Reprifdl,  or  the  Tars  of 

Old  England.  Farce,  ail- 
ed, with  no  great  Succefs, 
at  the  Theatre  in  Drury 
Lane,  1757. 

Smythj 
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Smyth,  Jamet  More,  Efqj 
was  the  Son  of  Arthur  More, 
Efq;  one  of  the  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  of  Trade  in  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Anne  j  and  his  Mother 
was  the  Daughter  of  Mr.  Smyth, 
who  left  this  his  Grandfon  an 
handfome  Eftate^,  upon  which 
Account  he  obtained  an  Aft  of 
Parliament  to  change  his  Name 
from  More  to  Smytb ;  and,  be- 
fides  this  Eftate  at  the  Death  of 
his  Grandfather,  he  had  his  Place 
of  Pay-Mafter  to  the  Band  of 
Gentlemen  Penfioners ,  jointly 
with  his  younger  Brother,  Ar- 
thur More,  Efqj — He  was  bred  at 
Oxford,  and  wrote  one  Comedy, 
called, 

Hht  Ri'ual  Modes,  1726. 
He  wrote  feveral  humorous  Songs 
and  Poems,  and,  in  Conjundion 
with  the  late  Duke  of  Wharton, 
began  a  weekly  Paper,  called 
^he  Inquijitor,  which  favoured  fo 
much  of  Jacobitifm,  that  the 
Publifher  thought  it  too  danger- 
/  ous  to  print,  and  it  dropt  of  Courfe. 
He  died  in  the  Year  1734. — This 
Gentleman  having  the  Misfor- 
tune to  rank  with  the  Enemies 
of  Mr,  Fope,  was  honoured  with  a 
Place  in  that  immortal  Satire, 
The  Duticiad  j  in  which  he  is 
damn'd  to  everlafting  Fame, — 
He  is  particularly  pointed  at  there, 
as  a  notorious  Plagiary,  inflanced 
in  a  remarkable  Story,  for  which 
the  Reader  is  referred  to  the 
Notes  to  the  fecond  Book  of  the 
Duticiad 'y  in  that  Part  which  ce- 
lebrates the  Foot-Race  of  the 
Bookfellers. 

SoMMER,  Mr. — Of  this  Gen- 
tleman I  know  nothing  farther 
than  the  finding  his  Name  on 
the  Lift  of  Authors  of  the  Year 
1740,  for  one  dramatic  Piece, 
entitled, 

Okpheus     and    EuRiDlcj:. 
Sngliih  Opera, 
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Southern,  Thomas.  — This 
eminent  Poet  was  born  in  Dub' 
lin,  in  the  Year  1660,  and  re^ 
ceivcd  his  Education  at  the  Uni- 
verfity  there.— In  the  i8th  Year 
of  his  Age  he  quitted  Ireland, 
and,  as  his  Intention  was  to  pur- 
fue  a  lucrative  Profeflion,  he  en- 
tered himfelf  in  the  Middle  Tern- 
pie  J  but  the  natural  Vivacity  of 
his  Mind  overcoming  allConfider- 
ations  of  Advantage,  he  quitted 
that  State  of  Life,  and  entered 
into  the  more  agreeable  Service 
of  the  Mufes. — The  firft  drama- 
tic Performance  of  Mr,  Southern, 
was  his  Perjian  Prince,  or  Loyal 
Brother,  acled  in  the  Year  1682. 
This  Play  was  introduced  at  a 
Time  wheij  the  Tory  Intereft 
was  triumphant  in  England,  and 
the  Charader  of  the  Loyal  Bro- 
ther was  intended  to  compliment 
James  Duke  of  York,  who  after- 
wards rewarded  the  Poet.-— His 
flext  Play  was  a  Comedy,  called 
the  Difappointment ,  or  the  Mother 
in  Fapion,  performed  in  the  Year 
16S4, 

After  the  Acceffion  of  King 
James  II.  to  the  Throne,  when 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth  made  an- 
unfortunate  Attempt  upon  his 
Uncle's  Crown,  Mr.  Southern 
went  into  the  Army,  in  the  Re- 
giment of  Foot  raifed  by  the 
Lord  Ferrers,  afterwards  com- 
manded by  the  Duke  of  Berivick', 
and  he  had  three  Commiflions, 
•vix.  Enfign,  Lieutenant  and  Cap- 
tain, under  King  James,  in  that 
Regiment. — During  the  Reign  of 
this  Prince,  in  the  Year  before 
the  Revolution,  he  wrote  a  Tra- 
gedy, called  the  Spartan  Dame.-^ 
This  Play  was  inimitably  afted. 
Mr.  Booth,  Mr.  Wilkes,  Mr.  Cib- 
her,  Mr.  Mills,  fen,  Mrs.  Old- 
field,  and  Mrs.  Sorter,  all  per- 
formed in  it,  in  their  Height  of 
Reputation,  and  the  full  Vigour 
of 
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©f  their  Powers. — Mr.  Southern 
acknowledged,  that  he'  received 
from  the  Book- feller,  as  a  Price 
for  this  Play,  150I.  which  at 
that  Time  was  very  extraordi- 
nary. —  He  was  the  firfl  who 
railed  the  Advantage  of  Play- 
writing  to  a  fecond  and  third 
Night. — Southern  was  induftrious 
to  draw  all  imaginable  Profits 
from  his  poetical  Labours. — Dry- 
den  once  took  Occaiion  to  afk 
,him,  how  much  he  got  by  one  of 
his  Plays  ?  to  which  he  anfwer- 
ed,  that  he  was  really  afhamed  to 
inform  him. — But  Mr.  Dryden 
being  a  little  im;,or!unate  to 
know,  he  plainly  told  him,  that 
by  his  laft  Play  he  cleared  (tvQn 
hundred  Pounds  j  which  appear- 
ed allonifliing  to  Dryden,  as  he 
himfelf  had  never  been  able  to 
acquire  more  than  one  hundred 
by  his  moft  fuccefsful  Pieces. — ■ 
The  Secret  is.  Southern  was  not 
beneath  the  Drudgery  of  Sollici- 
tation,  and  often  fold  his  Tickets 
at  a  very  high  Price,  by  making 
Applications  to  Perfons  of  Dif- 
tIn6lionj  which,  perhaps,  Dry- 
den thought  was  much  beneath 
the  Dignity  of  a  Poet. — Our  Au- 
thor continued,  from  Time  to 
Time,  to  entertain  the  Public 
with  his  dramatic  Pieces,  the 
greateft  Part  of  which  met  with 
the  Succefs  they  deferved. 

Of  our  Author's  Comedies, 
none  are  in  Pofleflion  of  the 
Stage,  nor  perhaps  deferve  to  be 
fo  ;  for  in  that  Province  he  is 
lefs  excellent  than  in  Tragedy.— 
The  moft  finifhed,  and  the  moft 
pathetic  of  his  Plays,  in  the  O- 
pinion  of  the  Critics,  is  his  Oroa- 
noko.—  His  Fatal  Marriage^  or 
Innocent  Adultery,  met  with  de- 
ferved Succefs  ;  the  afFecfling  In- 
cidents, and  interefting  Tale  in 
the  Tragic  Part,  fufficiently  com- 
.  penfate  for  the  low,  trifling,  Co- 
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mic  Part,' — Mr.  Southern  died  In 
the  Year  1746,  in  the  86th  Year 
of  his  Age  3  the  latter  Part  of 
which  he  fpent  in  a  peaceful  Se- 
renity, having,  by  his  Commif- 
iion  as  a  Soldier,  and  the  Profits 
of  his  dramatic  Works,  acquired 
a  handfome  Fortune  5  and,  being 
an  exa£l  Oeconomift,  he  im- 
proved what  Fortune  he  gained, 
to  the  beft  Advantage  :  He  en- 
joyed the  longeft  Life  of  all  our 
Poets,  and  died  the  richeft  of 
them,  a  very  few  excepted. 
His  dramatic  Pieces  are, 

1.  The  Loyal  Brother.     Trag. 

1682, 

2.  The  D  if  appointment.    Com. 

1684. 

3.  Sir  Anthony  Love,   or 

the  Rambling  Lady.    Com. 
1690. 

4.  The  Wives,  Excufe,  or  Cuck- 

olds make  themjd'vest  Com, 
1692. 

5.  The  Maid's  lafi  Prayer,  or 

Any  Thing  rather  than  fail. 
Com.    1693. 

6.  The  Fatal  Marriage,   or  the 

Innocent  Adultery.      Trag. 
1694. 

7.  Oroonoko.    Trag.   1696. 

8.  TheF<2/fo/ Capua.     Tr. 

1700. 

9.  The  Spartan  Dame.    T, 

1722. 
10.  Money" i  the  Miflrefi,     Com. 

Stapleton,  Sir  iJo^^r?,  was 
the  third  Son  of  Richard  Staple- 
ton,  Efqj  of  Car  let  on  in  Yorkfhire, 
and  was  educated  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholic, in  the  College  of  the  Eng- 
/?/^  Benedictines,  ^.tDoivay  ;  but, 
being  born  with  a  poetical  Turn, 
and  too  volatile  to  be  confined 
within  the  Walls  of  a  Cloifter, 
he  threw  off  the  Reftraint  of  his 
Education,  quitted  a  reclufe  Life, 
came  over  to  England,  and  turn- 
ed Proteftant.— Sir  Robert  having 
good 
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good  Interef},  the  Change  of  his 
Religion,  having  prepared  the 
Way  to  Preferment  j  he  was 
made  Gentleman-Uflier  of  the 
Privy-Chamber  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  afterw^irds  CharlaW. — We 
find  bim  afterwards  adhering  to 
the  Interefl:  of  his  Royal  Maf- 
ter  J  for  when  his  Majefty  was 
d'iven  out  of  London,  by  the 
Threatnings  and  Tumults  of  the 
d!fcontented,  he  followed  him, 
and,  in  1642,  he  received  the 
Honour  of  Knighthood. — After 
the  Battle  of  Edgehill,  when  his 
Majefty  was  obliged  to  retire  to 
Oxford,  our  Author  then  attend- 
ed him,  and  was  created  Doctor 
of  the  Civil  Laws. — When  the 
Royal  Caufe  declined,  Stabkton 
thought  proper  to  retire  and  ap- 
ply himfelf  to  Study  }  and,  as  he 
was  not  amongft  the  mort  con- 
fpicuous  of  the  Royaliirs,  he  was 
fuffered  to  enjoy  his  Solitude  un- 
molefled, — At  the  Reftoration  he 
was  again  promoted  in  the  Ser- 
vice of  Charles  II.  and  held  a 
Place  in  that  Monarch's  Efteem 
'till  his  Death. — Langbaine  fays, 
that  his  Writings  have  made  him 
not  only  known,  but  admired, 
throughout  all  England,  and 
v/hile  Mufatis  and  Jwvcnal  are  in 
Elleem  with  the  Learned,  Sir 
T.obsrt'^  Fame  will  flill  furvive  j 
the  Tranflation  of  thefe  tv/o  Au- 
thors having  placed  his  Name  in 
the  Temple  of  Immortalky, — As 
to  Mufaus,  he  had  fo  great  a  Va 
lue  for  him,  that,  after  he  had 
tranflated  him,  he  reduced  the 
Story  into  a  draciatic  Poem, 
called. 

Hero  a«£?  Leander.  Trag. 
printed  in  4to.  1669. 
■^hether  this  Play  was  ever  ad:- 
ed  is  uncertnin,  though  the  Pro- 
logue and  Epilogue  feem  to  im- 
ply that  it  appeared  on  the  Stage. 
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Befides  thefe  Tranfiationsand  this 
Tragedy,  our  Author  wrote 

The  Slighted  Maid.  Com.  aft- 
ed  at  the  Theatre  in  L/«- 
colns  -Inn- Fields,  by  the 
Duke  of  Tcrlii  Servants, 
1663. 

Steele,  Sir  Richard,  was 
born  about  the  Year  1676,  in 
Ireland,  in  which  Kingdom  one 
Branch  of  the  Family  was  pof- 
feiTed  of  a  confiderable  Eftate  in 
the  County  oiTVexfcrd. — His  Fa- 
ther, a  Counfellor  at  Law  in 
Dublin,  v/as  private  Secretary  to 
James  Duke  of  Onnond,  but  he 
was  of  Englifo  Extradion,  and 
his  Son,  while  very  young,  be- 
ing carried  to  Lo^Jo??,  he  put  him 
to  School  at  the  Charter-houje^ 
whence  he  was  removed  to  Mer- 
ton  College  in  Oxford,  where  he 
was  admitud  a  Poit-Mafter,  in 
1692. — His  Inclination  and  Ge- 
nius being  turned  to  polite  Lite- 
rature, he  comrflenced  Author 
during  his  Refidence  in  the  Uni- 
verfity,  and  atlually  finiflied  a 
Comedy  5  which,  however,  he 
thought  fit  to  fupprefs,  as  un- 
worthy of  his  Genius. — Mr.  Steele 
was  well  beloved  and  refpefbed  by 
tlie  whole  Society,  and  had  a  good 
Intereft  with  them  after  he  left 
the  Univerfity,  which  he  did 
without  taking  any  Degree,  in 
the  full  Refolution  to  enter  into 
the  Army, — This  Step  was  high- 
ly difpleafing  to  his  Friends ;  but 
the  Ardor  of  his  Paflion  for  a 
military  Life,  rendered  him  deaf 
to  any  other  Propofal. — Not  be- 
ing able  to  procure  a  better  Sta- 
tion, he  entered  as  a  private  Gen- 
tleman in  the  Horfe-Guards,  nct- 
withftanding  he  thereby  I01I  the 
Gucceflion  to  his  Irifj  Eftate. — 
However,  as  he  had  a  Flow  of 
Good -Nature,  a  generous  Open- 
nefs  and  Franknefs  of  Spirit,   ard 

[  G  g  ]  a  ^^.k- 
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a  fparkling  Vivacity  of  Wit, — 
thefe  C^alities  rendered  him  the 
Delight  of  the  Soldiery,  and  pro- 
cured him  an  Enfign's  Commif- 
fion  in  the  Guards. — In  the  mean 
Time,  as  he  had  made  Choice  of 
a  Profeffion,  which  fet  him  free 
from  all  the  ordinary  Reftraints 
in  Youth,  he  fpared  not  to  in- 
dulge his  Inclinations  in  the 
wildeft  Excefles. — Yet  his  GaieJ 
ties  and  Revels  did  not  pafs  with- 
out feme  cool  Hours  of  Reflec- 
tion, and  in  thefe  it  was  that  he 
drew  up  his  little  Treatife,  en- 
titled The  Chrrjiian  Hero,  with  a 
Delign,  if  we  may  believe  him- 
felf,  to  be  a  Check  upon  his  Paf- 
fions^ — For  this  Ufe  and  Purpofe 
it  had  lain  fome  Time  by  him, 
when  he  printed  it  in  1701,  Vi^ith 
a  Dedication  to  Lord  Cutts,  who 
had  not  only  appointed  him  his 
private  Secretary,  but  procured 
for  him  a  Company  in  Lord  Lu- 
cas''s  Regiment  of  P'ufiliers. — The 
■whole  Plan  and  Tenour  of  our 
Author's  Book  was  fuch  a  flat 
Contradiiftion  to  the  general 
Courfe  of  his  Life,  that  it  be- 
came a  Subje£l  of  much  Mirth 
2nd  Raillery  :  But  thefe  Shafts 
had  no  EfFeft ;  he  perfevered  in- 
variably ir^  the  fame  Contradic- 
tion, and',  though  he  had  no 
Power  to  change  his  Heart,  yet 
his  Pen  was  never  proftituted  to 
his  Follies.' — Under  the  Influence 
of  that  good  Senfe,  he  wrote  his 
Comedy,  called. 
The  Funeral. 
This  Play  procured  him  the  Re- 
gard of  King  William,  who  re- 
folved  to  give  him  fome  efTential 
Marks  of  his  Favour  ;  and  tho', 
Vpon  that  Prince's  Death,  his 
Hopes  were  difappointed,  yet,  in* 
the  Beginning  of  Queen  Anne''^ 
Reign,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
profitable  Place  of  Gazetteer. — 
fie  owed  this  Poft  to  the  Friend- 
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/hip  of  Lord  Halifax  and  the  Earl 
of  Sujiderlar.d,  to  whom  he  had 
been  recommended  by  his  School- 
Fellow  Mr.  Addifofi. ^That  Gen- 
tleman alfo  lent  him  an  helping 
Hand  in  promoting  the  Comedy, 
called  The  Tender  Hujband,  which 
was  afted  in  1704,  with  great 
Succefs. — But  his  next  Play,  The 
Lying  Lo'uer,  found  a  very  dif- 
ferent Fate. — Upon  this  Rebuff 
from  the  Stage,  he  turned  the 
fame  humorous  Current  into  an- 
other Channel  ;  and,  early  in  the 
Year  1709,  he  began  to  publifh 
The  Tatler  j  which  admirable  Pa- 
per was  undertaken  in  Concert 
with  Dr.  Sivift. — His  Reputation 
was  perfeftly  efl:ablinied  by  this 
Work ;  and,  during  the  Courfe 
of  it,  he  was  made  a  Commif- 
Honer  of  the  Stamp-Duties,  in 
17TO, — Upon  the  Change  of  the 
Miniftry  the  fame  Year,  he  flded 
with  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
who  had  feveral  Years  entertain- 
ed a  Friend/hip  for  him  j  and, 
upon  his  Grace's  Difmifllon  from 
all  Employments,  in  17 11,  Mr. 
Steele  addreffed  a  Letter  of  Thanks 
to  him  for  the  Services  done  to 
his  Country. — However,  as  our 
Author  fi^ill  continued  to  hold  his 
Place  in  the  Stamp- Office  under 
the  new  Adminiftration,  he  for- 
bore entering  with  his  Pen  upon 
political  Subjedls. —  But,  adhe- 
ring more  clofely  to  Mr.  Addifon, 
he  dropt  the  Tatler ;  and  after- 
wards, by  the  AlTiflance  chiefly 
of  that  fteady  Friend,  he  carried 
on  the  fame  Plan,  under  the  Ti- 
tle of  The  Speaator,~The  Suc- 
cefs of  this  Paper  was  equal  to 
that  of  the  former,  which  en- 
couraged him,  before  the  Clofe 
of  it,  to  proceed  upon  the  fame 
Defign  in  the  Charafter  of  the 
Guardian. — This  was  opened  hi 
the  Beginning  of  the  Year  17 15, 
and  was  laid  down  in  OBoher  the 
fame 
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fame  Year. — But,  in  the  Courfe 
of  it,  his  Thoughts  took  a  ftronger 
Turn  to  Politics  j  he  engaged 
with  great  Warmtli  againft  the 
Miniftry,  and,  being  determined 
to  profecute  his  Views  that  Way, 
by  procuring  a  Seat  in  the  Houfe 
of  Common?,  he  immediately  re- 
moved all  Obftacles  thereto. — For 
that  Purpofe,  he  took  Care  to 
prevent  a  forcible  Dil'mililon  from 
his  Poft  in  the  Stamp -Office,  by 
a  timely  Refignation  of  it  to  the 
Earlof  O.r/or^  j  and,  at  the  fame 
Time,  gave  up  a  Penfion,  which 
had  been,  till  this  Time,  paid 
him  by  the  Queen,  as  a  Servant 
to  the  late  Prince  George  of  Den- 
mark,— This  done,  he  wrote  the 
famous  Guardian  upon  the  De- 
xnolition  of  Dunkirk,  which  was 
publifeed  j^ug.  7,  171 3  ;  and  the 
Parliament  being  diffolved  the 
rext  Day,  th&Guardi.n  was  foon 
followed  by  feveral  other  warm 
political  Trails  againft  the  Ad- 
miniftration. — Upon  the  Meeting 
of  the  new  Parliament,  Mr.  Steele 
having  been  returned  a  Member 
for  the  Borough  of  Stockbridge  in 
Dcrjetjhire^  took  his  Seat  accor- 
dingly in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
but  was  expelled  thence  in  a  few 
Days  after,  for  writing  feveral  fe- 
ditious  and  fcandalous  Libels,  as 
jie  had  been  indeed  forewarned 
by  the  Author  of  a  periodical  Pa- 
per, called  The  Examiner. — Pre- 
fently  after  his  Expulfion,  he  pub- 
liOied  Propofals  for  writing  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough.— At  the  fame  Time  he 
alfo  wrote 'H'f  Spirjier ;  and,  in 
Oppofition  to  The  Examiner,  he 
fet  up  a  Paper  called  Tl:^e  Reader, 
and  continued  publifhing  feveral 
other  Things  in  the  fame  Spi- 
rit, 'till  the  Death  of  the  Queen. 
Immediately  after  which,  as  a 
Reward  for  thefe  Sei-vices,  he  was 
taken  into  Favour  by  her  Sue- 
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cefTor  to  the  Throne,  King 
George  I.  and  appointed  Surveyor 
to  the  Royal  Stables  of  Hampton- 
Court,  and  put  into  the  Com  mi  f- 
fion  of  the  Peace  in  the  County 
of  Middlefex  ;  and,  having  pro- 
cured a  Licence  for  chief  Mana- 
ger of  the  Royal  Company  of  Co- 
medians, he  eafily  obtained  it  to, 
be  changed  the  fame  Year,  1714, 
into  a  Patent  from  his  Majedy, 
appointing  him  Governor-of  the 
faid  Company  during  his  Life  j 
and  to  his  Executors,  Adminif- 
trators,  or  AITigns,  for  the  Space 
of  three  Years  afterwards. — He 
was  alfo  chofen  one  of  the  Re- 
prefentatives  for  Boroughbridge  in 
Yorkjhire,  in  the  firft-  Parliament 
of  that  King,  who  conferred  the 
Honour  of  Knighthood  upon  him, 
April  T^iy  1715.  and,  \n  Auguk 
following,  he  received  five  hun- 
dred Pounds  from  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole,  for  fpecial  Services. — Thus 
highly  encouraged,  he  triumphed 
over  his  Opponents  in  feveral 
Pamphlets  wrote  in  this  and  the 
following  Year. — In  1717,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Commif- 
fioners  for  enquiring  into  the  Ef- 
tates  forfeited  by  the  late  Rebel- 
lian  in  Scotland. — This  carried 
him  into  that  Part  of  the  united 
Kingdom,  where,  how  unwel- 
conne  a  Gueft  foever  he  might  be 
to  the  Generality,  yet  he  receiv* 
ed  from  feveral  of  the  Nobility 
and  Gentry,  the  moft  diftinguifh- 
ing  Marks  of  Refpe£t. — In  1718, 
he  buried  his  fecond  Wife,  who 
had  brought  him  a  handfome 
Fortune,  and  a  good  Eftate  in 
Wales  J  but  neither  ^at,  nor  the 
ample  Additions  lately  made  to 
his  Income,  were  fufficient  to 
anfwer  his  Demands.  — —  The 
thoughtlefs  Vivacity  of  his  Spirit 
often  reduced  him  to  little  Shifts 
of  Wit  for  its  Support  ;  and  the 
Projefi  of  the  Fijh-pool  this  Year, 
[  G  g  3  ]  owed 
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owed  its  Birth  chiefly  to  the  Pro- 
je<£lor's  Necefiities. — The  fol- 
lowing Year  he  oppofed  the  re- 
niarkafcle  Peerage  Bill  in  the 
Koufe  of  Commons,  and,  during 
the  Courfe  of  this  Oppofition  to 
the  Court,  his  Licence  for  afting 
Plays  was  revoked,  and  his  Pa- 
tent rendered  ineffeftual,  at  the 
Inftance  of  the  Lord  Chamber- 
iriin. — He  did  his  utm'oft  to  pre- 
vent fo  great  a  Lofs,  and,  finding 
evei^y  dire<£l  Avenue  of  Approach 
to  his  Pvoyal  Mafter  eftetStuaJiy 
barred  againft  him  by  his  pow- 
erful Adverfary,  he  had  Recourfe 
to  the  Method  of  applying  to  the 
Public,  in  Hopes  that  his  Com- 
plaints would  reach  the  Ear  of 
his  Sovereign,  though  in  an  in- 
direil  Courfe,  by  that  Canal. — 
In  this  Spirit  he  formed  the  Plan 
of  a  periodical  Paper,  to  be  pub- 
ii^Tied  twice  a  Week,  under  the 
Title  of  the  Theatre-^  the  firft 
Number  of  which  came  cut  on 
the  2d  of  January  1715-20. — In 
the  mean  Fime,  the  Misfortune 
of  being  cut  of  Favour  at  Court, 
like  other  Misfortunes,  drew  af- 
ter it  a  Train  of  more. — During 
the  Courfe  of  this  Paper,  in  which 
he  had  affumed  the  feigned  Name 
of  Sir  "john  Edgar y  he  was  out- 
rageoully  attacked  by  Mr,  Dennis, 
the  noted  Critic,  in  a  very  ahu- 
five  Pamphlet,  entitled  "^he  Cha- 
raSler  ar.dConduEi  of  Sir  John  Ed- 
gar.— To  this  Infult  our  Author 
made  a  proper  Reply  in  ^he 
'theatre. 

While  he  w-as  flrucgling,  with 
ail  his  Might,  to  fave  himfelf 
from  Ruin,  he  found  Time  to 
turn  hi^  Pen  againft  the  mif- 
chievous  South  -  Sea  Scheme, 
which  had  nearly  brought  the 
Nation  to  Ruin,  in  1720, — And 
the  next  Year  he  was  reftored  to 
his  Office  and  Autiiority  in  the 
PJay-houfe    in  Drury-Li'.i:e,—Oi 
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this  it  was  not  long  before  he 
made  an  additional  Advantage, 
by  bringing  his  celebrated  Co- 
medy, called  the  Cstijcioui  Lover!, 
upon  that  Stage,  where  it  was 
adled  with  prodigious  Succefs  ; 
fo  that  the  Receipt  there  m.uft 
have  been  very  Confiderable,  be- 
fides  the  Profits  accruing  by  the 
Sale  of  the  Copy,  and  a  Purfe  of 
five  hundred  Pounds  gi^en  to  him 
by  the  King,  to  whom  he  dedi- 
cated it. — Yet,  notwithdanding 
thefe  ample  Recruits,  about  the 
Year  following,  being  reduced 
to  the  utm.oft  Extremity,  he  fold 
his  Share  in  the  Play-Houfe,  and 
foon  after  commenced  a  Law-Suit 
with  the  Managers,  which  in 
1726,  was  determined  to  hisDif- 
advantage  — Having  now  again, 
for  the  laft  Time,  brought  his 
Fortune,  by  the  moft  heedlefs 
Profuficn,  I'ito  a  defperate  Con- 
dition, he  was  rendered  altoge- 
ther incapable  of  retrieving  the 
Lofs,  by  being  feized  with  a  pa- 
ralytic Diforder,  which  greatly 
impaired  his  Underftanding.— -In 
thefe  unhappy  Circumftances,  he 
retired  to  his  Seat  at  Languanor 
near  Caermarthen  in  Wales ;  where 
he  paid  the  laft  Debt  to  Nature, 
on  the  zi^  oi  September,  IJZC), 
and  was  privately  interred,  accor- 
ding to  his  own  Defire,  in  the 
Church  of  Caermarthen, — Among 
his  Papers  were  found  the  Ma- 
nufcriptsof  two  Plays  ;  one  called 
the  Ce/itleman,  founded  upon  ti/e 
EuRuch  of  Terence  -^  and  the  other 
entitled  the  School  of  ABion,  both 
nearly  finiihed. 

Of  three  Children  which  Sir 
Richard  had  by  his  fecond  Wife, 
Elizabeth,  being  the  only  ons 
then  living,  was  married  youne> 
in  1731,  to  the  honourable  Jchit 
Trevor,  then  one  of  the  Wilch 
Judges,  and  now  Baron  Tre^vor  of 
Br!iV.ham,'^%xx  Richard  was  a 
Maa 
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Man  of  undlfTembled  and  exten- 
Jive  Benevolence,  a  Friend  to  the 
Frlendlefs,  and,  as  far  as  his  Cir- 
cumilances  would  permit,  the 
Father  of  every  Orphan. — His 
"Works  are  chafte  and  manly. — 
He  v^'as  a  Stranger  to  the  moft 
diftant  Appearance  of  Envy  or 
Malevolence,  never  jealous  of  any 
Man's  growing  Reputation,  and 
fo  far  from  arrogating  any  Praife 
to  himfelf  from  his  Conjundtion 
iv-ith  Mr.  AJdifon,  that  he  was 
the  firft  who  defired  him  to  dif- 
tinguifli  his  Papers. — His  greateft 
Error  was  Want  of  Oeconomy. 
However,  he  was  certainly  the 
moft  agreeable,  and  (if  we  may 
be  allowed  the  Expreffion)  the 
moft  innocent  Rake,  that  ever 
trod  the  Rounds  of  Indulgence. 

Stephens,  Mr,  John,  lived 
in  the  Reign  of  James  II.  was  a 
Member  of  tke  Honourable  Soci- 
■ety  of  Lincoln  S'Inn,  and  Author 
«f  one  dramatic  Piece,  entitled, 
Q.^' V.T w I tCi  Revenge.  Trag. 
Stephens,  Capt.  John. — To 
this  Gentleman,  who  was  alfo 
Author  of  a  Dictionary  of  the 
Spanifio  and  Engiijh  Languages, 
publifhed  in  the  Reign  oF  King 
George  I.  Coxeter  has  afcribed  one 
ilramatic  Pie:e,  either  tranflated 
or  borrowed  from  the  Sparjijh, 
but  which  1  do  not  find  taken  No- 
tice of  any  where  elfe, — The  Ti- 
tle of  which  is, 

An  E'vening^s  Intrigue. 
¥/hether  this  Piece  was  ever  a.&.- 
ed,  or  Vi'hen  it  was  publifiied,  are 
Circumftances  we  are  not  ac- 
■quainted  with. — The  Author  died 
in  No'v.  1726. 

Sterling,  Rev.  Mr. — This 
Gentleman  was  a  Nztlveodreland, 
and,  indulging  his  Paffion  for  the 
Tragic  Mufe,  has  obliged  the 
World  with  two  Plays,  entitled, 
5.  Parricide,  Trag. 
a.  Rival  CcncraJs^     Trag^ 
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Stevens,  Mr.  George  Alex* 
andcr. — This  Gentleman,  who  is 
ftill  living,  and  is  well  known 
both  as  an  Ador  and  Author, 
but  flill  more  fo  as  a  Boon  Com- 
panion, was  born  in  Ireland, — 
Inclination  or  Necefiity,  and  pro- 
bably both,  led  him  early  to  the 
Stage,  in  which  Profeffion  he 
paffed  fome  Years  in  itinerant 
Companies,  particularly  in  that 
whofe  principal  Station  is  at  Lin- 
coln, till  at  length  he  feems  to 
have  fixed  his  Refidence  in  Lon- 
don, where  he  is  eftabliflied  by  an 
Engagement  at  the  Theatre  Royal 
in  Dniry-Lane. — As  a  Compa-  . 
nion,  he  is  chearful,  humorous 
and  entertaining  ;  particularly  af- 
ter the  Manner  of  his  PredeceHbr 
Tcm  D^Urfey^  by  his  Singing, 
with  much  Drollery  and  Spirit, 
a  Variety  of  Songs  of  his  own 
Writing,  many  of  which  are  not 
only  poffeffed  of  great  Humour, 
but  true  Wit,  a  happy  Manner  of 
Expreffion,  and  an  Originality 
of  Fancy,  not  often  exceed- 
ed   by    Authors     in    that   Wa^k 

of  Poetiy. He  has,    indeed, 

been  fometimes  conderrn;d  , 
and  that  not  entirely  without 
Cauff,  for  having  run  into  too 
great  a  Degree  of  Libertinifm  in 
his  little  Sallies  of  this  Kind. — 
Mr.  Stevens  is  alfo  Author  of 
a  Novel  in  two  Volumes,  entitled 
the  Adventures  of  Tom  Fool,  and 
has  aifoof  late  been  concerned  in 
fcveral  literary  Produftions  of  the 
peiiodical  Kind,  f/ri.  EfTays  in 
the  Public  Ledger,  Beauties  of  the 
Magazines,  &c.  in  which  he  gives 
Proof  of  a  confiderable  Share  both 
of  Humour  and  Genius. — His 
Claim  to  a  Place  in  this  Work  is 
his  having  been  Author  of  one 
Piece,  never  a£led,  nor  I  believe 
int-endp-d  for  the  Stage,  but  Vvrit- 
ten  after  the  Manner,  and  with 
the  fame  Defign,  of  Tom  Tkmbf 
£  G  g  3  j  CbrQmn- 
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fyhromtihotonthologoi,    $cc,  —  It   Is 
entitled, 

DiJInfs  upon  Dljlrefs.  Burlefque 
Trag.  printed  about  the 
Year'  1749,  at  Dublin, 
and  reprinted  by  the  Book- 
feller?  in  London. 
Steveke,  yckn.—i:h:is  Per- 
fon  was  by  Profeflion  a  Book- 
lelJer,  but,  failing  in  Bufinefs, 
cpnlied  for  Subfiftence  to  the  col- 
Jefting  together  any  Materials  he 
<-ould  meet  with  of  the  poetical 
Produftions  of  his  Acquaintance, 
and  printing  them  for  his  own 
Advantage,  fometimes  at  his  own, 
and  fometimes  without  any  Men- 
tion of  the  Authors,  but  more 
frequently  making  Ufe  of  their 
Names  for  a  Sanftion  to  Pieces 
which  he  put  forth  v/ithout  their 
Confent,  and,  indeed,  to  their 
Prejudice,  being  generally  print- 
ed from  fpurious  and  incorreft 
Copies,  which  he  had  by  fome 
clandeftint  Means  or  other  pro- 
cur'd. — Amongother  of  his  Pub- 
lications is  one  dramatic  Piece, 
for  which  lie  took  Subfcription 
m  his  own  Name  j  but,  indif- 
ferent as  it  is,  I  am  much  in 
Doubt  as  to  its  being  Jiis  own, — 
It  is  entitled. 

The  Modern  Wife .  Com.  1745., 
Stirling,    William    Akxan- 
icr.     Earl   of.  — The   Family    of 
this  North  Britifs  Bard  was  ori- 
ginally  a  Branch    of  thz  Macdo- 

naldi. Alcxandrr   Macdor.ald, 

their  Anceftov,  obtained  from  the 
Family  of  A  gyle  a  Grant  cf  the 
l>ands  of  Menjiry,  in  ClMmanan- 
pire,  where  they  iixed  their  Re- 
fiderce,  and  took  their  Sirnames 
frcm  the  ChriOian  Name  of  their 
Prec'eceilor.  —  Our  Author  -was 
bo;n  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  EH- 
ziabcth,  and,  during  the  Minority 
of  ^(^  JW'^VI.  of  i 'cot land,  he  gave 
early  Specimens  of  a  rifing  Ge- 
nius, and  much  improved  the  fine 
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Parts  he  had  from  Nature,  by  a 
very  polite  and  extenfive  Educa- 
tion.— He  firft  travelled  abroad 
as  Tutor  to  the  Earl  of  Argyle, 
and,  after  his  Return,  being  hap- 
py in  fo  great  a  Patron  as  the 
Earl,  he  was  careffed  by  Perfons 
of  the  firft  Fafhion,  while  he  yet 
moved  in  the  Sphere  of  a  private 
Gentleman.  —  Mr.  Alexander  , 
having  a  ftrong  Propenfity  to  Po- 
etry, declined  entering  upon  any 
public  Employment  for  fome 
Years,  and  dedicated  all  his  Time 
to  the  Study  of  the  ancient  PoetSj^ 
upon  whom  he  formed  his  Tafte. 
Although  King  James  had  but 
few  regal  Qualities,  yet  he  cer- 
tainly was  an  Encourager  of  learn- 
ed Men, — ^Accordingly,  be  foon 
took  Mr.  Alexander  into  his  Fa- 
vour, and  accepted  the  Poemsj 
our  Author  pvefented  him,  with 
the  moft  condefrending  Marks  of 
Efteem. — In  the  Year  16 14,  he 
created  him  a  Knight,  and  gave 
him  the  Place  of  Mafter  of  the 
Requefts. — Charles  I.  alfo  beftow- 
ed  on  him  great  Marks  of  the 
Royal  Favour,  and  made  him  Se- 
cretary -of  St^te  for  the  Scotch 
Affairs,  in  Place  of  the  Earl  of 
Haddington,  and  a  Peer,  by  the 
Title  of  Vifcount  Stirling ;  foon 
after  which  he  raifed  him  to 
the  Dignity  of  an  Earl,  by  Let- 
ters Patent,  Aated  "June  14,  163-:;, 
upon  the  Solemnity  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Coronation,  at  the  Palace 
of  Eoh'-Rood-Houfe  in  Edinburgh. 
His  Lordfhip  enjoyed  the  Place  of 
Secretary  with  the  moft  unble- 
mished Reputation,  for  the  Space 
of  fifteen  Years,  even  to  his 
Death,  which  happened  on  the 
izth  o(  February,    1640. 

His  Lordfliip's  dramatic  Pieces 
are, 

I.  The  Alexandrian  TVfl- 
gedie. 

a*  CRi^sus,     Tr?^. 

3.  Da- 
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g.  Darius.  Trag. 
4.  Julius  C.^sar.  Tr.ig. 
Thefe  Plays  are  printed  in  Fol. 
1 599,  1629. — They  are  rather 
Hiftorical  Dialogues  than  dra- 
matic Performances  ,  and  are 
written  in  alternate  Yerfe. 

Strode,  The  Rev.  Dr.  Tfll- 
Ham, — This  Gentleman  was  only 
Son  of  Philip  Strode,  El'qj  ibme- 
time  living  near  Plivipton,  and 
Crandlcn  to  Sir  Richard  Strode, 
of  Ne'jvirihcm  in  DevonJI:>ire,  in 
vhich  County  he  was  born  to- 
wards the  End  of  Queen  Eliza- 
leth^s  ReigJi,  and,  at  nineteen 
Years  of  Age,  was  admitted  ,  to 
his  Degree  of  Arts  in  ChnJ}  Church 
.College,  Oxford,  into  which  he 
hadbcen  re'.eivcd  a  Student  from 
W^mirficr  School. — He  totk  ho- 
ly Orders,  and  becanne  a  florid 
and  celebrated  Preacher  in  the 
■  llniverfity. — In  1620,  he  was 
chofen  public  Orator  of  the  U- 
niverfity,  being  then  one  of  the 
Prcftcrs  of  it;  and  two  Years  af- 
ter was  admitted  to  the  Reading 
of  the  Senteiiees.- — In  1638,  he 
was  inflalled  Canon  of  Chrijl 
Church,  and  in  the  fame  Month 
created  Dodor  in  Divinity. 

Dr.  Strode  died  of  a  n:icdle 
Age,  having  only  attained  his 
45th  Year,  on  the  icth  oi  March 
1644,  and  was  biiried  in  the  Di- 
vinity Chapei  belonging,  to  the 
Cathedral  Church  oi Chrifi Church, 
Oxotu — He  was  a  good  Preacher, 
an  exquifite  Oratcr,  an  eminent 
Poet,  and  indeed,  in'the  general, 
a  Perfon  of  grer.t  Parts,  tho',  as 
JVocd  cbferves,  not  equal  to  thofe 
C'f  William  Cartt'.right,  of  whom 
fee  an  Account  before.' — Hepub- 
JiOied  many  Sermons,  Speeches, 
Orations,  Epiftles  and  Poems, 
but  has  left  behind  him  no  more 
than  one  Attempt  in  the  drama- 
tic Way,  which  is  entitled, 
The  Floating  IJland,  Tr,-CoKii 


s  u 

TiToci  lias  given  us  the  Title  of  it 
as  follows, 

PaJJions  calmed,  ov  the  fettling  of 
the  Floating  Jfland. 

Studly,  Mr.  Jo/6>;.— Of  this 
Gentleman  I  can  find  jio  farther 
Mention  made  by  any  of  the 
Writers,  than  that  he  ftood  in 
high  Eftimatirn  as  a  Poet  in  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Eliz,abeth,  and 
that  he  received  his  Education  at 
Trinity  College,  Cavibridge. — All 
the  Connefticn  he  has  wiih  dra- 
matic Hiftory,  is  his  having  tranf- 
lated  the  fourth,  feventh,  eighth 
and  tenth  Tragedies  of  Seneca^ 
viz. 

1.  Agamemnon. 

2.  Hercules  Ortus, 

3.  HtproLiTUs, 

4.  Medea. 

Sturm  Y,  Mr.  wrote  three 
Plays,  all  of  which  feem  to  have 
met  with  Succefs. — Their  refpec- 
tive  Titles  are, 

3.  The  Contpromife,     Com. 

2.  Love  ar.d  Duty,     Trag. 

3.  Sesostis.    Trag.     Vid, 

Vol.  I.  Appendix. 
Suckling,  Sir  John,  was 
Son  of  Sir  John  Suckling,  Comp- 
troller of  the  Houfliold  to  Ps.ing 
Charles  I.  and  was  born  in  the 
Year  1613.— He  cuUivated  Mu- 
fic  and  Poetry,  and  excelled  in 
both  ;  for,  though  he  had  a  Vi- 
vacity and  Sprightlinefs  in  h;s 
Nature,  which  would  not  fuffir 
his  /\t  ntion  to  be  long  tonfin- d 
to  a->y  Thing,  yet  he  was  mace 
am-,'e  Amends  for  this  ly 
Strength  of  Genius  and  Quick- 
nefs  of  Apprehenfion. — In  his 
Youth  he  travelled  Jr.to  firei[n 
Countries,  and  becar.ie  a  nu  ft 
accomplifted  Gentler.Aan.  —  He 
was  ^.Ilowed  to  have  tnc  peculiar 
Happmefs  of  makinfi  e-'erv  Thing 
he-  diti  becom.e  him, — Yet  lie 
was  not  fo  devoted  to  Wit,  Ga.l- 
JanCry,  and  th^'  Muks^  as  to  be 
wholly 
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wholly  a  Stranger  to  the  Camp. 
In  his  Travels  he  made  a  Cam- 
paign under  the  great  Gujiavui 
AdolphiiSt  where  he  was  prefent 
at  three  Battles,  five  Sieges,  and 
feveral  Sklrmilhes ;  and,  if  his 
Valour  was  not  io  remarkable, 
fays  Mr.  Langbair.e,  in  the  Be- 
ginning of  our  Civil  Wars,  yet 
his  Loyalty  was  exceedingly  fo  j 
for,  after  his  Return  to  his  Coun- 
try, he  raifed  a  Troop  of  Horfe, 
for  the  King's  Service  entirely  at 
his  own  Charge,  and  fo  richly 
and  compleatly  mounted,  that  it 
is  faid  to  have  coft  him  12000  1. 
But  thefe  Troops  and  their  Lea- 
der diftinguiflied  themfelves  only 
by  thcij^Jl'-inery,  for  they  did  no- 
thing for  the  King's  Service, 
vhich  Sir  yohn  laid  very  much 
to  Heart. — He  died  of  a  Fever, 
at  twenty- eight  Years  of  Age. — 
The  Advantages  of  Birth,  Per- 
ibn,  Education,  Parts  and  For- 
tane,  with  which  this  Gentleman 
fet  out  in  the  World,  had  raifed 
the  Expeflations  of  Mankind  to 
a  prodigious  Height ;  and,  per- 
haps, his  dying  fo  young  was 
be.ter  for  his  Fame,  than  if  he 
had  lived  longer.  —  He  was  a 
fprightly  V/it  and  a  courtly  Wri- 
t«r,  as  Dryden  lomewhere  calls 
him  J  but  certainly  not  a  great 
Genius,  as  fome  have  afTeded  to 
reprefent  him  ;  a  polite  and  eafy 
Veififier,  but  not  a  Poet. — His 
Works  confift  of  a  few  Poems, 
Letters,  &c.  and  four  Plays. — 
Thefe  laft  are, 

1.  Aglaura,     Tragi-Com. 

2.  The  Goblins.     Tragi-Com. 

3.  Brennoralt,  or  the  Dis- 

contented Colonel,     Trag. 

4.  The  jad   One.      Trag.  left 

unfiniflied. 

His  Poems,  Plays,  Speeches, 
Trafts  and  Letters,  are  all  col- 
Ififted  into  one  Volume,  in  8vo. 
S709. 

5  w  I N  E  Y,  Oivcn^  a  Gentleman 
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born  in  Ireland,  and  formerly  a 
Manager  of  Dniry-Larie  Theatre, 
and    afterwards    of  the    Queen's 

Theatre  in   the  Eaymarket. 

After  leaving  that  Office  he  re- 
fided  in  Italy  feveral  Years, 
and,  at  his  Return,  procured  a 
Place  in  the  Cvjiom  -  Houfe.  — . 
He  wrote,  or  rather  tranflated 
from  MoUere,  one  Play,  called 

The  Quacks,  or  Lo-vis  the  Phy- 
Jician.     Com.    17 10. 

Swi  N  H  o  E,  Gilbert,  Efq;  a 
Native  of  Northumberland,  lived 
in  the  Reigns  of  King  Charles  I, 
and  King  Charles  IL  and,  during 
the  Ufurpation,  publiihed  one 
Play,  entitled. 

The  Unhappy   Fair  Irene, 
Trag. 

Sydney,  Sir  Philip,  the  Mar- 
cellus  of  the  Efigii/h  Nation,  was 
born  at  Penjhurfi  in  Kent  in  1554. 
His  Father  was  Sir  Henry  Syd- 
ney, Bart  and  his  Mother  was 
Mary,  Daughter  to  John  Dudley^ 
Duke  of  Northumberland.  He  was 
educated  at  Oxford,  where  he  con- 
tinued till  feventeen  Years  of 
Age,  when  he  fet  out  on  the  Tour 
of  Europe,  and  at  Paris  narrowly 
efcaped  the  horrid  Maflacre  ia 
1572,  by  taking  Shelter  in  the 
Houfe  of  the  Engli(h  AmbafTador. 
Queen  Elizabeth  fo  highly  priced 
his  Merit  and  Abilities,  that  fhe 
fent  him  Ambaffador  to  Fienna, 
and  to  feveral  other  Courts  in 
Germany  \  and,  when  the  Fame 
of  his  Valour  became  fo  exten- 
five,  that  lie  was  put  in  Ele£lion 
for  the  Crown  of  Poland,  fhe  re- 
fufed  to  further  his  Advance- 
ment ;  left  {he  (liould  lofe  the 
brighteft  Jewel  of  her  Crown. — 
The  Brevity  we  are  confined 
to  in  this  Work,  will  not  per- 
mit us  to  enlarge  on  the  Tranf- 
aftions  of  his  Life.— We  fhall 
therefore  only  add,  that  he  was 
killed  at  the  Battle  of  Zutphen, 
in  1586,  while  be  was  jnounting 
the 
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the  third  Horfe,    having   before 
had  two  killed  under  him. —  Be- 
lide  his   other  Works,   he  wrote 
onedramatic  Piece,  which  is  print- 
ed with  his  Poems,  and  calkd. 
The  Lady  of  May.      Mafqiie, 
prefented  to   Queen   E/i- 
xabeth,  in  the  Gardens  of 
Wanjiead  in  B-Jf^x, 
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TATE,  Nahurn,  was  born  in 
Ireland,  and  there  educated. 
He  was,  as  Mr.  Pope  obferves  in 
the  Notes  to  his  Dwiciad^  a  cold 
Writer ,  of  no  Invention  ,  but 
tranflated  tolerably,  when  be- 
friended by  Drydin,  v.ith  whom 
he  fometimes  wrote  in  Con- 
junftion.— He  hicceeded  Dry- 
den  as  Poet  -  Laureat,  and  was 
concerned  with  Brady  in  a  new 
Verfion  of  the  Pfalms. — He  died 
in  lyifij  and  was  interred  in  St. 
George^  Church,  South-zvark,—' 
Kis  dramatic  Pieces  are, 

J,  Brutus  of  Alba.  Opera, 

1678. 
a.  The  Loyal  Genera/,      Txag. 

1680. 
3.  Richard  III.  or  the  Sici- 
lian Ufurper.     Hift.  Play, 
i68t. 
/}.,  The  Ingratitude  of  a  Common- 
ivealih,  or  the  Fall  of  Co- 

RIOLAKUS.      16S2. 

5.  Cuckold's  Haven,    or  an  Al- 

derman no  Cor  juror.  Farce, 
1 62  5. 

6.  A  Diike  and  710  Duhe,  Farce, 

16S5.     taken    from    Coc- 
kain%  Trappolin. 

7.  The  Inland  Princefs.    Tragl- 

Com.    16S7. 

8.  King  Lear,    altered  from 

Shakefpcare. 

9.  Injured  Lo-ve,    or    the  Cruel 

Hi'fland.      Ti-ag. 
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Tateham,  John,  City-Poet 
in  the  Reign  of  Charles  I.  wro:e 
four  Plays,  i-'/s. 

I.  Ths  DiJiraSed  State.   Trag. 

1651. 
a.  Scots  Vagaries,  or  a  Kr.ot 
of  Knaves.     Com.    1652. 

3.  Lo-ve  croivns  the  End.    Tr.- 

Com.    1657. 

4.  The   Rump,   or  the  Mirror 

cf  the  late  Times.     Com. 
1661. 
T a  V  E  R  N  F.  R ,  William,  the  Son 
of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Tavemer,  a  Por- 
trait-Painter,   was   bred  to  the 
Civil-Law,  which  he  pra6lifed  ia 
DoBor's  Commons. — Having  a  Turn 
for  dramatic  Poetry,  he  wrote, 
I.  The  Faithful  Bride  ofGRA- 

NADA.       Com.     17  II. 

a.   The  Maid  the  Mijlrefs.     C. 

1713- 

3.  The   Female    Ad'vocates,    or 

the   Stock-jobbers.     Com. 
1 7 14. 

4.  The  Artful  Hujband.   Com. 

1716. 

5.  The  Artful  Wife,      Com, 

1717. 

6.  '"Tis  ivell  if  it  takes.     Com, 

1720. 
Taylor,   Robert,   wrote  one 
Play,  called. 

The    Hog   has    lofi    his   Pearl, 
Com.  16 1  i.—See  the  Ac- 
count of  this  Play  in  our 
firft  Volume. 
Theoeaid,    Mr,    I,eivis.-- 
This  Author,  who   was  born  at 
Sittinghorne  in  Kent,  vi^s  the  Son 
of  Mr.  Theobald,  an  Attorney  of 
tlat  Town,  and  was  bred  to  his 
Father's  Bufinefs.— He  was  con- 
cerned   in    a    Paper,    called  The 
Cenfor^  and  pubiiihed   an  Edition 
of  all  Shakejpeare'  s  Plays,  which 
is  ftill  in  great  Ef!:eem  ;  being  in 
general  prefered  to  thofe  Editions 
publifhed   by  Pope,     Warburton , 
and  Eanmer.—l^xi.  owa  dramatic 
Pieces  are, 

I.  The 
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I.  The  Persian  PnW/i,  or 

the  Royal  Villain.      Trag. 

1707. 
a.  Elictra.    'Trag.    tranf- 

Jated   from   the   Greek   of 
^     Sophocles ,     with    Notes , 

1714. 

3 .  Oedipus,  A'/w^  of  Thebes. 

Trag.  tran/lated  from  So- 
phocles, with  Notes,  17  J  5. 

4.  PtUTus,    or    the   World's 

Jdol.  Com.  tranflated 
from  the  Greek  of  Arifto- 
phanes,  with  Notes,  17 15. 

5.  The  Clouds,      Com.    tranf- 
lated   from    Arijiophanes, 


with  Notes 


^715- 


€.  The  Ferfdious  Brother,     T. 
1716. 

7.  Pan  flffd/ Syrinx.    Opera, 

17I7. 

8.  The  Tragedy  of  King  Rich- 

A  E  D    II. ,  altered   from 
Shakejpeare,   1719. 

9.  Double  Fal/hood.     T.   1729. 
Thompson,    Mr.    Thomas. — 

AW  we  can  fay  of  this  Author  is, 
that  he  publiihed  the  two  fol- 
lowing Plays, 

1.  The  English  Rogue.     C. 

1668. 

2.  Mother  Shipton.      Com. 

1671. 
Thomson,  J\'Ir,  James,  was 
born  in  1700,  at  Ednam,  in  the 
Shire  of  Roxburgh,  in  Scotland. 
His  Father  was  Minifter  of  Ed- 
navij  and  was  highly  refpefted  for 
his  Piety  and  Diligence  in  the 
paftoral  Duty. — At  this  Time  the 
Study  of  Poetry  was  become  ge- 
neral in  Scotland,  the  beft  Englijh 
Authors  being  univerfally  read, 
and  Imitations  of  them  attempt- 
ed.— Thcmfons  Genius  led  him 
this  Way,  and  he  foon  relin- 
qulfhed  his  Views  of  engaging 
in  the  facred  Funcflion  ;  nor  had 
he  any  Profpe(f{:  ®f,  being  other- 
wife  provided  for  in  Scotland, 
where  ihe  firft  Fruits  of  his  Ge- 
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nJus  were  not  fo  favourably  re- 
ceived as  they  deferved  to  be.— . 
Hereupon  he  repaired  to  London, 
where  Works  of  Genius  feldom 
fail  of  meeting  with  a  candid 
Reception  and  due  Encourage- 
ment. —  Nor  were  the  Hopes 
which  Mr.  Thomjon  had  conceiv- 
ed, from  his  Journey  to  the  Ca- 
pital, in  the  lead-  difappointed.— 
The  Reception  he  met  with, 
wherever  lie  was  introduced,  em- 
boldened him  to  rifque  the  Pub- 
lication of  his  excellent  Poem  on 
Winter, — This  Piece  was  pub- 
lifiied  in  1726  5  and,  from  the 
univerfal  Applaufe  it  met  with, 
Mr.  Thomjon^  Acquaintance  was 
courted  by  People  of  the  iirft 
Tafte  andFa/hion. — But  the  chief 
Advantage  which  it  procured 
him,  was  the  Acquaintance  of 
Dr.  Rundky  afterward  Bi/hop  of 
Derry,  who  introduced  him  to 
the  late  Lord  Chancellor  Talbot  j 
asid  fome  Years  after,  when  the 
eldeft  Son  of  that  Noblefnan  was 
to  make  his  Tour  of  Travelling, 
Mr.  Thomjon  was  chofen  as  a 
proper  Companion  for  him. — The 
Expectations  which  his  Winter 
hadraifed,  were  fully  fatisfied  by 
the  fucceflive  Publications  of  the 
other  Seafons  :  Of  Summer,  in 
the  Year  1727  ;  of  Spring,  in 
the  following  Year  j  and  of  Au- 
tumn ;  in  a  Quarto  Edition  of  his 
Works,  in  1730. — Befide  the 
Seafons,  and  his  Tragedy  of  So- 
phonijba,  written  and  a6ted  with 
Applaufe  in  the  Year  1729,  he 
had,  in  1727.  publiihed  his  Poem 
to  the  Memory  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newm 
tor,  with  an  Account  of  his 
chief  Difcoveries  j  in  which  he 
was  affifted  by  his  Friend  Mr. 
Gray,  a  Gentleman  v.'ell  verfed 
in  the  Neivtonian  Philoibphy.— 
That  fame  Year  the  Refentment 
of  cur  Merchants,  for  the  Inter- 
ruption of  their  Trade  by  the 
Spaniards 
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Spaniards  in  America,  running 
very  high,  Mr.  Thomjon  zealoully 
took  part  in  it,  and  wrote  his 
fpirited  and  pubiic-lpirired  Bn- 
tannia,  to  roufe  the  Nation  to 
Revenge. 

With  the  Hon.  Mr.  CbarUi 
Talbot,  our  Author  vifited  moft 
of  the  Courts  in  Europe,  and  re- 
turned with  his  Views  greatly 
enlarged  ;  not  of  exterior  Nature 
only,  and  the  Works  of  Avt,  but 
of  human  Life  and  Manners,  and 
of  the  Conftitutlon  and  Policy  of 
the  feveral  States,  their  Connec- 
tions, and  their  religious  Inftitu- 
tions. — How  particular  and  judi- 
cious his  Obfervations  were,  we 
fee  in  his  Poem  on  Liberty, 
begun  foon  after  his  Return  to 
England. — We  fee,  at  the  fame 
Time,  to  what  a  high  Pitch  his 
Care  of  his  Country  was  raifed, 
by  the  Comparifons  he  had  all 
along  been  making  oi  our  happy 
Government  with  thofe  of  other 
Nations. — To  infpire  his  Fellow 
Subjefts  with  the  like  Senti- 
ments, and  Hiew  them  by  what 
Means  the  precious  Freedom  we 
enjoy  may  be  preferved,  and  how 
it  may  be  abtifed  or  loft,  he  em- 

I  ployed  two  Years  in  compofing 
that  noble  Work  j  upon  which 
he  valued  himfelf  more  than  up- 
on all  bis  other  "Writings. — On 
his  Return  to  England  with  Mr. 
Talbot  (who  foon  after  died)  the 
Chancellor  made  him  his  Secre- 
tary of  Briefs;  a  Place  of  little 
Attendance,  fuiting  his  retired 
indolent  Way  of  Life,  and  equal 
to  all  his  Wants.— This  Place 
fell  when  Death,  not  long  after, 
deprived  him  of  his  noble  Patron, 
and  he  then  found  himfelf  re- 
duced to  a  State  of  precarious  De- 
pendance,  in  which  he  palTed  the 
Remainder  of  his  Life  ;  except- 
ing only  the  two  laft  Years  of  it, 
during    which    he    enjoyed   the 
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Place  of  Surveyor-General  of  the 
Leeward -Iflands,  procured  for  him 
by  Lord  Lyttleton. — His  Genius, 
however,  could  not  be  fupprefTed 
by  any  Reverfe  of  Fortune,— He 
refumed  his  ufual  Chcarfulnefs, 
and  never  abated  one  Article  in 
his  Way  of  living  j  which,  tho' 
fimple,  was  genial  and  elegant. 
The  Profits  arifing  from  his 
Works  were  not  inconfiderable  j 
his  Tragedy  o?  Agamemnon,  adted 
in  1738,  yielded'a  good  Sum.— 
But  his  chief  Dependance  was 
upon  the  late  Prince  of  fVales, 
who  fettled  on  him  a  handfome 
Allowance,  and  honoured  him. 
with  many  Marks  of  particular 
Favour, —  Notwithdanding  this, 
however,  he  was  refufed  a  Licence 
for  his  Tragedy  of  Edu'ard  and 
F.leanora,  which  he  had  prepared 
for  the  Stage  in  the  Year  1739, 
Mr.  Thomfon's  next  Perform- 
ance was  the  Mafque  oi  Alfred, 
written  jointly  with  Mr,  Mallet, 
by  the  Command  of  the  Prince 
of  Waki,  for  the  Entertainment 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs's  Court, 
at  Clijden,  his  Summer  Refidence, 
in  the  Year  1740.— Mr,  1  horn- 
Jon's  Poem,  entitled  the  Caflle  of 
Indolence,  was  his  lafl  Work  pub- 
lilhed  by  himfelf;  his  Tragedy  of 
Coriolanus  being  only  prepared  fof 
the  Theatre,  when  afatal  Acci- 
dent robbed  the  World  of  one  of 
the  beft  of  Men  and  beft  of  Poets. 
He  would  commonly  walk  the 
Diftance  between  Loi:don  and  Rich- 
mond, (where  he  lived)  with  any 
Acquaintance  chat  offered,  with 
whom  he  might  chat,  and  reft 
himfelf,  or  perhaps  dine  by  the 
Way.— One  Summer  Evening, 
being  alone,  in  his  Walk  from 
Town  to  Hammerfmith,  he  had 
over-heated  himfelf,  and,  in  that 
Condition,  imprudently  took  ^^ 
Boat  to  carry  him  to  Keiv ;  ap- 
prehending no  bad  Confequence 
from 
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from  the  chill  Air  on  the  River, 
which  his  Walk  to  his  Houle, 
towards  the  upper  End  of  Kcw- 
Lave,  had  always  hitherto  pre- 
vented.— But  now,  the  Cold  had 
fo  feized  him,  that  the  next  Day 
he  found  himfeif  in  a  h'igh  Fe- 
ver.— This,  however,  by  the  Ufe 
of  proper  Medicines,  was  re- 
moved, fo  that  he  was  thought 
to  be  out  of  Danger  j  till  the  fine 
Weather  having  tempted  him  to 
expofc  himfeif  once  nore  to  the 
Evening  Dews,  his  Fever  retur.:- 
ed  with  Violence,  and  with  fuch 
Symptoms,  as  left  no  Hopes  of  a 
Cure. — His  lamented  Death  hap- 
pened on  the  27th  of  Augufi., 
1748. — His  teflamentary  Execu- 
tors were  the  Lord  Lyttleton,  whofe 
Care  of  our  Poet's  Fortune  and 
Fame  ceafed  not  with  his  Lifej 
and  Mr,  Mitchell,  a  Gentleman 
equally  noted  for  the  Truth  and 
Conftancy  of  his  private  Friend- 
ship, and  for  his  Addrefs  and 
Spirit  as  a  public  MinilK-r, — By 
thdr  united  Intereft,  the  Orphan 
Play  of  Coridam/s  was  brought  on 
the  Stage,  to. the  beft  Advantage  ; 
from  the  Profits  of  which,  and 
the  Sale  of  Manufcripts  and  other 
Efteds,  a  hartdfome  Sum  was  re- 
mitted to  his  Sifters. — His  Re- 
mains were  depofited  in  the 
Church  of  Bichmor.d,  under  a  plain 
Stone,  without  any  Infcription. 
A  handfome  Monument  was  e- 
lecled  to  him  in  Wejlirjnjler  Abbey, 
in  the  Year  1762,  the  Charge  of 
which  was  defrayed  by  the  Pro- 
fits arifing  from  a  fplendid  Edi- 
tion of  all  his  Works  in  Quarto  ; 
Mr.  Millar,  the  Eookfeller,  who 
had  purchafed  all  Mr.  1homfcn\ 
Copies,  generoudy  giving  up  his 
Property,  on  this  grateful  Occa- 
fjon. — His  dramatic  Works  are, 

1.  SoPHONisBA.     T.    1730. 

2.  Agamemnon.    T.  1734 
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3.  Edward  a^fJELS-ioNO!'.  A. 

Trag.   1736. 

4.  Tancred    ai^d    S  i  c  i  s- 

MUND,     Trag.    1744. 

5.  CoaioLANus.'    T.    1748. 

6.  Alfred    Mafque,  written 

in  Conjunilion  with  Mr. 
Malut. 
ToLsoN,  Mr.  was  the  Author 
of  one  Play,   called 

The  £ar/oy  Warwick.   Tr. 

1721. 
Tracy,   John,  a  Gentleman 
of  Gloucejiirjhire,  was  Author  of 

P£RIAND£R,      King      of    Co- 

RiNTH.  Trag.  1731. 
Trapp,  Dr.  Jofiph,  a  cele- 
brated Divine  and  Poet,  was  the 
Son  of  Mr.  Jofepb  Trapp,  Recflor 
of  Cherington  in  Cloucejierjhirc, 
where  he  was  born,  in  1679. — ' 
He  was  educated  at  Wadham  Col- 
lege, Oxford,  where  he  tock  the 
ufual  Degrees,  and  was  chofen 
Fellow. — He  was  afterwards  cho- 
fen to  the  Profelforlhip  of  Poetry, 
founded  by  Dr.  Birkbeal,  for- 
merly Fellow  of  AU-Souh  Col- 
lege.— He  was  the  firft  ProfefTorj 
and  publiflied  his  Leftures  under 
the  Title  of  PraleFthnes  Poetiae. 
He  has  /ftcwn  there,  in  very  ele- 
gant Latin,  how  perfeftly  he  un- 
derflood  every  Species  of  Poetry, 
and  how  critically  and  juftly  he 
could  give  DIredions  towards  the 
forming  a  Poem,  on,  the  moft 
juft  and  mofc  eftabhfhed  P>.ules.— 
He  fliewed  afterwards,  by  his 
Tranilation  of  Firgil,  that  a  Man 
may  be  able  to  direct,  who  can- 
not execute  ;  that  is,  may  have 
the  Critic's  Judgment,  without 
the  Poet's  Fire. — Dr.  Trapp  was 
Redor  of  Harlir.gton  in  Middlefex, 
of  Cari^  '  Church  in  Neivgate  - 
Styeety  &nA  St.  Leonard' s  in  Fojier' 
Lane,  London  ;  alfo  Lefcurer  of 
St.  Laiurence-'Jury  and  St.  Mar- 
tin i  in  the  Fieldi:  His  very  high 
Church 
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Church-principles,  were  probably 
the  Reafon  why  he  did  not  rile 
higher.-— He  died  in  Ncvember 
3747,  and  left  behind  him  the 
Charafter  of  a  pathetic  and  in- 
ftruftive  Preacher,  an  excellent 
Scholar,  a  difcerning  Critic,  and 
a  very  exemplary  Liver, — He  is 
Author  of  a  Tragedy,  called 

Abramule,  ox  Love  and  Em' 
pircy  aded  in  the  Year 
1704. 
Several  occafional  Poems  were 
written  by  him  in  Englijb  \  and 
there  is  one  Latin  Poem  of  his  in 
the  Mnja  Anglkana. — He  alfo 
tranflated  Milton  s  Paradife  Lo/i 
into  Latin  Verfe^  but  with  littlo 
Succe  fs. 

Trottkr,  Mrs.  Catharine, 
was  the  Daughter  of  Captain 
David  Trotter,  a  Scots  Gentle- 
man.— He  was  a  Commander  in 
the  Royal  Navy,  in  the  Reign  of 
Charles  U.  and  at  his  Death,  left 
two  Daughters,  the  youngeft  of 
whom,  Catharine,  our  celebrated 
Author,  was  born  in  London^ 
Auguji  id,  1679. — She  gave  early 
Marks  of  her  Genius,  andliarn- 
ed  to  write,  and  alfo  made  he;  - 
felf  Miftrefs  of  the  French  Lan- 
guage, by  her  own  Applicatioji 
and  Diligence,  without  any  In- 
ftruilor  J  but  Qie  had  fome  AlTift- 
ance  in  tl»e  Study  of  the  Latin 
Grammar  and  Logic,  of  which 
latter  £he  drew  up  an  Abftraft  for 
her  own  Ufe. — The  moft  fcrious 
and  importMit  Subjeds,  and  ef- 
pccially  Religion,  foon  engaged 
her  Attention.  —  But,  rotwith- 
ftanding  her  Education,  her  In- 
timacy with  feveral  Families  of 
Dittiniftion,  of  the  Romip  Per- 
fu^fion  expofed  her,  while  very 
young,  to  Impreffions  in  Favour 
ef  that  Church,  which,  not  be 
ing  removed  by  her  Conferences 
with  fome  eminent  and  learned 
Member*  of  the  Church  Qf  Erg- 


T  R 

land,  ihe  embraced  the  Rtrtijh- 
Communion,  in  whicli  fhe  con- 
tinued till  the  Year  1707. — In 
1695,  flie  produced  a  Tragedy, 
called  Agnes  de  Cafiro,  which  w«f 
aftcd  at  the  Theatre-Royal,  when 
fhe  was  only  in  her  feventeenth 
Year.— The  Reputation  of  this 
Performance  ,  and  the  Vcrfes 
which  flie  addreffed  to  Mr.  Ccti' 
greve  upon  his  Mourning  Bride, 
in  1697,  were  probably  the  Foun- 
dation of  her  Acquaintance  witk 
that  celebrated  Writer, — Her  fc- 
cond  Tragedy,  Fatal  Friendjhip, 
was  adted  in  1698,  at  the  nevf 
Theatre  in  Lincoln  s-hn-Ficlds,-^ 
This  Tragedy  met  with  great 
Applaufe,  and  is  ftill  thought  thr 
moft  perfe£t  of  her  dramatic  Per- 
formances.—  Fier  dramatic  Ta- 
lents not  being  confined  to  Tra- 
gedy, fhe  brought  upon  the  Stage, 
in  1 701,  a  Comedy,  called  Lovt 
at  a  Lofs,  or  Moji  Votes  carry  it,'-^ 
In  the  fame  Year  fhe  gave  the 
Public  her  third  Tragedy,  en- 
titled, the  Unhappy  Penitent,  a£l- 
ed  at  the  Theatre -Royal  in  Drufy- 
Lane. — But  Poetry  and  dramatic 
Writing  did  not  fo  far  engrofs  the 
Thoughts  of  our  Author,  but 
that  fhe  fometime*  turned  thenx 
to  Subjefts  of  a  very  different 
Nature  — Though  engaged  in  the 
Profeflion  of  a  Religion  not  very 
favourable  to  fo  rational  a  Philo- 
fophy  as  that  of  Mr.  Locke  ;  yeC 
fhe  had  read  his  incomparable 
FJJay  Gu  Hutnan  Understanding, 
with  fo  clear  a  Comprebenfion, 
and  fo  biaffed  a  Judgment,  that 
her  own  Conviftion  of  the  Truth 
and  Importance  of  the  Noiionj 
contained  in  it,  led  her  to  en- 
deavour that  of  others,  by  re- 
moving fome  of  the  Objedlions 
urged  againft  them. — She  drew 
up,  therefore,  a  Defence  of  the 
Efiay,  againll  i'ome  Remarks 
which  had  be:!!  publi(hed  iijai-ft 
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it  in  1667-;  and  farther  diftin- 
guifhed  herfelf  in  an  extraordi- 
nary Manner,  in  Defence  of  Mr. 
Locke's  Writings,  a  Female  Me- 
taphyfician  being  a  remarkable 
Phcenomenan  in  the  Republic  of 
Letters. 

She  returned  to  the  Exercife  of 
her  dramatic  Genius,  in  1703, 
and  fixed  upon  the  Revolution  of 
Svaede7i,  urrder  Cztjiavus  Enckfon, 
for  the  Subjeft  of  a  Tragedy. — 
This  Tragedy  was  adled  in  1706, 
at  the  Queen*s  Theatre  in  the  Hay- 
tftarket.  In  1707,  her  Doubts  con- 
cerning the  iJow/yZ'ReligionjWhich 
fhe  had  fo  many  Years  profeffed, 
Jbaving  led  her  to  a  thorough  Ex- 
amination of  the  Grounds  of  it, 
by  confulting  the  beft  Bo»ks  00 
both  Sides  of  the  Queftion,  and 
advifing  with  Men  of  the  beft 
Judgment  ;  the  Refult  was  a 
Conviftion  of  the  Falfenefs  of  the 
Pretenfions  of  that  Church,  and 
a  Return  to  that  of  Evglard,  to 
>\Kich  fhe  adhered  during  the  Re- 
mainder of  her  Life. — In  1708, 
ihe  was  married  to  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Ccckburn,  then  Curate  of 
St.  DunftanB  in  FUet-firect,  but 
he  afterwards  obtained  the  Liv- 
ing of  Long-Horftiy,  near  Mor- 
fetb  in  Northumberland. — He  wa» 
a  Man  of  confiderable  Abihties  ; 
and,  among  feveral  other  Things, 
Vf'rote  an  Account  of  the  Mojaic 
Deluge,  which  was  much  ap- 
proved by  the  Learned. 

Mrs.  Cockburns  Remarks  up- 
on fome  Writers  in,  the  Contro- 
verfy  concerning  the  Foundation 
of  Moral  Duty  and  Moral  Obli- 
gation, were  introduced  to  the 
World  in  Augufi  1743,  in  the 
Literary  Journal,  entitled,  T^he 
Hijiory  of  the  Works  of  the  Learmd, 
The  Strength,  Clcarnefs  and  Vi. 
vacity  fheun  in  her  Remarks  up- 
«  the  moft  abftradl  and  perplex- 
ed Queflions,  immediately  raifed 


T  R 

the  Curioiity  of  all  good  Judges 
about  the  concealed  W;'ter  5  and 
their  Admiration  was  greatly  in- 
creafed  when  her  Sex  and  ad- 
vanced Age  were  known.' — Dr. 
RutherfortF  s  Effay  on  the  Nature 
and  Obligaticns  of  Virtue^  publi fil- 
ed in  May  1744,  foon  engaged 
her  Thoughts;  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  afthmatic  Diforder, 
which  had  feized  her  many  Years 
before,  and  now  left  her  fmall 
Intervals  of  Eafe,  fee  applied  her- 
felf to  the  Confutation  of  that 
elaborate  Difcourfe  j  and,  having 
finiflied  it  with  a  Spirit,  Ele- 
gance, and  Perfpicuity  equal,  if 
not  fuperior,  to  all  her  former 
Writings,  tranfmitted  her  Ma- 
nufcript  to  Mr.  Warburfon,  now 
Biftiop  of  Glocefer-^  who  pub- 
lifhed  it,  with  a  Preface  of  his 
own,  in  April  1747,  under  the 
Title  of.  Remarks  upon  the  Prin^ 
cipks  and  Reafovitigs  of  Dr.  Ru- 
th erforth'j  Effay  en  the  Nature  and 
Obligations  of  Virtue,  in  Vindica- 
tion of  the  contrary  Principles  and 
Reafons  itiforced  in  the  Writings  of 
the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Clark. 

The  Lofs  of  her  Hulband,  on 
the  4th  of  January  1748,  in  the 
73ft  Year  of  his  Age,  was  a  fe- 
vere  Shock  to  her  j  and  fhe  did 
not  long  furvive  him,  dying  on 
the  nth  of  May  1749,  in  her 
71ft  Year,  after  having  long  fup- 
portcd  a  painful  Diforder,  with  a 
Reiignation  to  the  Divine  Will, 
which  had  been  the  governing 
Principle  of  her  whole  Life,  and 
her  Support  under  the  various 
Trials  of  it. — She  was  interred 
near  her  Hufband,  atLong-HorJJey, 

Mrs.  Cockburn  was  no  lefs  ce- 
lebrated for  her  Beauty,  in  her 
younger  Days,  than  for  her  Ge- 
nius and  Accomplifliments.— .She 
was  indeed  fmall  of  Stature,  but 
had  a  remarkable  Livelinefs  in 
her  Eye,  and  a  Delicacy  of  Com- 
pletion, 
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jpk£lion,  which  continued  to  her 
Death.  ^ — Hei-  private  Charafler 
rendered  her  extremely  amiable 
to  thafe  who  intimately  knew 
her. — Her  Converfation  was  al- 
ways innocent,  uieful  and  agree- 
able, without  the  leaft  Affecta- 
tion oi  being  thought  a  Wit,  and 
attended  with  a  remarkable  Mo- 
defty  and  Diffidence  of  herfelf, 
and  a  conftant  Endeavour  to  a- 
dapt  her  Dircourl'e  to  her  Com- 
pany.— Her  Dlfpofition  was  ge- 
nerous and  benevolent  -,  and  ready 
upon  all  Occafions  to  forgive  In- 
juries, and  bear  them,  as  well  as 
Misfortunes,  without  interrupt- 
ing her  own  Eafe,  or  that  of 
others,  with  Conr.plaints  or  Re- 
proaches.—  The  Prefiures  of  a 
very  contrafted  Fortune  were  fup- 
ported  by  her  with  Calmnefs  and 
in  Silence  ;  nor  did  (lis  ever  at- 
tempt to  improve  it  amoHg  thofe 
great  Perfonages  to  whom  the 
was  known,  by  Importunities  j  to' 
which  the  beft  Minds  are  inofl 
averfe,  and  whtch  her  approved 
Merit  and  eftabliihed  Reputation 
fliould  have  rendered  unnccefiary. 
But  her  Abilities  as  a  Writer, 
and  the  Merit  of  her  Works,  will 
pot  have  full  Juftice  done,  with- 
out a  due  Attention  to  the  pecu- 
liar Circumftances,  in  which  they 
were  produced  :  Her  early  Youth, 
when  fhe  wrote  j  her  advanced 
Age,  and  ill  State  of  Health, 
when  flie  drew  up  others  j  the 
uneafy  Situation  of  her  Fortune, 
during  the  whole  Courfe  of  her 
Life  J  and  an  Interval  of  near 
twenty  Years  in  tJie  Vigour  of 
it,  fpent  jn  the  Cares  of  a  Fami- 
ly, without  the  leaft  Leifure  for 
Reading  or  Contemplation  :  Af- 
ter which,  with  a  Mind  fo  long 
diverted  and  incumbered,  refum- 
ing  her  Studies,  fiie  inftantly  re- 
covered its  intire  Powers,  and, 
ia  the  Hours  of  Relaxation  fro.Ti 
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her  domeftic  Employments,  pur- 
fued,  to  their  utmoft  Limit?, 
fome  of  the  deepeft  Enquiries  of 
which  the  human  Mind  is  capa- 
ble !  Her  Works  are  colleiftecl 
into  two  large  Volumes,  Svo.  bv 
Dr.  Bi'rck  5  who  has  prefixed  to 
them  an  Account  of  her  L'fe.  and 
Writings,  from  which  we  have 
extrailed  the  imperfeft  Narrati\»e 
here  given. — Ker  dramatic  Pieces, 
having  been  all  of  them  already 
mentioned  in  the  Courfe  of  tijis 
Article,  need  not  be  here  re- 
peated. 

TucHiN,   'j'')hn,    W2%   Author 
of  a   weekly   Paper,    called  lb;'. 
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for    which    he  was 


fentenced  to  be  whipped  thro'  fe- 
veral  Market-To\vns  in  the  Weft 
of  England  \  to  avoid  this,  he 
petitioned  K,  yamcs  IL  to  change 
his  Sentence  to  hanging.  —  He 
lived,  hovfcver,  to  take  his  i\e- 
vcng!;^  by  v/ritir.g  an  Inv.?i:rtlv« 
asainft:  the  Memory  or  that  an- 
fottunate  Prince  ;  and  di._d  in  the 
Reign  of  Qn^een  Ann,:, — He  v.-rot« 
one  dramatic  Piece,   called 

The    Unfortutiale   ^hepbsrd,     a 
Paitoral,    printed  with  a 
Colleftion  of  Poems,    ia 
1685. 
TuKE,    Richard y   v,'as  Au;.hor 
of  one  religious  Play,  called, 
The  Di'vina   Comedian.,    or  the 
Right  Ufe  of  Plays,    a  Sa- 
cred Tragi-Com.   1672. 
TuKE,  Sir  Samuel,  was  of  the 
County  of  EJfex,    and  a  Colonel 
in   the  Arrny.  —  He  wrote  one 
Play,  taken  from   the  Spanijh  of 
Dorf  Ptdro  Calderon,  called. 
The  Adventurer  of  fi-ve  Hours, 

Tragi-Com.  1662, 
Turner,    Mr.    Cyr.ly    wrote 
two  Plays  : 

I.  The  Athdft,    his  Trajedfe, 

1617. 
a.  The  Revenger,  lis  Tragedie^ 

1619. 
[  PI  h  a  X  Van- 
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VAxERUGH,  Sir  John,  was 
defcended  from  an  antient 
Family  in  Ckf/hire,  which  came 
originally  from  France  j  though, 
y.\-  liis  Name,  he  fliould  appear 
ro  be  of  Dutch  Exlraftion. — He 
WES  born  about  the  middle  of  the 
Reign  of  Charles  II.  and  became 
eminent  for  Poetry  and  Skill  in 
Architecture  j  to  both  which  he 
difcovered  nn  early  Propenfion. — 
He  had  a  moll:  ready  Wit,  and 
was  particularly  turned  for  dra- 
natic  Produftions. — His  firft  Co- 
medy, called  The  Relapfe,  or  Vir- 
tue in  Danger,  was  a£led  with 
great  Applaufe  in  the  Year  1697, 
which  encouraged  him  to  proceed 
in  the  fame  Track. — The  Repu- 
tation which  he  gained  by  his 
Comedies,  was  rewarded  with 
greater  Advantages,  than  ufually 
arife  from  the  Profits  of  writing 
for  the  Stage, — He  was  appoint- 
ed Clarencieux  King  at  Arms  ;  a 
Place^  which  he  fometime  held, 
and  at  laft  difpofed  of. — In  Au- 
gi'Ji  J-jiS,  he  was  appointed  Sur- 
veyor of  the  Works  at  Greenivich 
Hofpitiil  :  He  was  likewife  made 
Comptroller-General  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Works,  and  Surveyor  of 
the  Gardens  and  Waters. — But 
we  are  rather  to  afcribe  thefe  Pie- 
ferments  to  his  Skill  in  Architec- 
ture, than  to  his  dramatic  Wri- 
tings.— Several  noble  Stru(5lures 
'.vcre  raifed  under  his  Direftion, 
as  Blenheim  in  OxfordJ/pirey  Clare- 
mont  in  Surry,  and  the  Opera - 
Houfe  in  the  Haymarket.  —  In 
fome  Part  of  Sir  John's  Life,  for 
we  cannot  afcertain  the  Time, 
he  went  over  to  France  ;  where, 
h*^  Tafle  for  Architedure  ex- 
citing hira  to  view  the  Fortifica- 
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^i6ns  of  the  Country^  he  was  ©ne 
Day  obferved  by  an  Engineer,, 
whofe  Information  caufed  him  to 
be  fecured  by  Authority,  and  fent 
to  the  Bajiik  j  but  was  foon  fefe 
at  Liberty. — He  died  of  a  Quin- 
fey,  at  his  Houfe  in  Whitehalty 
in  1726.. — He  was  the  Contem- 
porary and  Friend  of  Mr.  Cojt' 
grcue. — Thefe  two  Comic  Wri- 
ters gave  new  Life  to  the  Evglifh 
Stage,  and  reflored  it  to  Reputa- 
tion, when  it  had,  in  reality, 
been  finking  for  fome  Time. — It 
would,  however,  have  been  more 
to  their  Credit,  if,  while  they 
exerted  their  Wit  upon  this  Oc- 
cafion,  they  had  preferved  it  pure 
and  unmixed  with  that  Obfcenity 
and  Licentioufnefs ;  which,  while 
it  pleafed,  tended  to  corrupt  tha 
Audience. — When  Mr.  Collier  at" 
tacked  the  Immorality  and  Pro- 
fanen«fs  of  the  Stage,  in  the  Year 
1698,  thefe  two  Writers  were 
his  principal  Obje(f>s. 

Sir  Johns  dramatic  Pieces  are, 

1.  The   Relapfe,     or   Virtue  in 

Danger.  This  Comedy  is 
a  Sequel  to  Gibber's  Love'' s 
lajl  Shift,  moft  of  the  Cha- 
racters being  the  fame, 

2.  ^  s  o  p.      Com.    in    two 

Parts. 

I.  The  Pro'voked  Wife.     Com. 

4.  The  Falfe  Friend.     Com. 

5.  The  Country -Houfe.     Farce. 

6.  The  Confederacy .      Com. 

7.  The  Cuckold  in  Conceit.      C, 

8.  ' Squire  T R  ■Ehoo-RY .    Com, 

9.  The  Miflake.     Com. 

10.   A  Journey  to\^ov,-QQ'i^,    C. 

left  unfinifhed. 

Vegerius,   Paul,    tranflated 

from  the  German,  a  Play,  called, 

The  Royal  Cuckold,    or    Great 

Bafiard.     Tragi  Com. 

Victor,  Benjamin,  Efq;  was 

firft  bred  to  Trade  j    but,  having 

a  Turn  to  Poetry  and  Theatrical 

Affairs ,     he    became   connc£Ved 

with 
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with  tJie  ErgJip  and  Irip  THe J- 
tres  J  of  both  which  he  has  writ- 
ten an  entertaining  Hiftory,  as  a 
Suppleqent  to  the  celebrated  Ac- 
count Written  by  Mr.  Colley  Cib- 
her.—Mx.  ViBor  is  now  Poet- 
Laureat  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland.  —  He  is  reported  to 
be  the  Author  of  feveral  little 
Theatrical  Pieces,  and  to  have 
altered  fome  others,  from  former 
Writers  j  particularly  ^Z-ia^f/J^Mr^'i 
T^vo  Gentlemen  of  Verona  j  but 
his  Name  not  being  affixed 
we  only  fpeak  of  them  thus 
briefly,  as  not  having  Authority 
to  be  more  patticuLir.  —  He  is 
likewife  Author  of  feveral  Pieces 
of  Poetry,  which  have  been  print- 
ed with  his  Name  ;  belides  his 
Birth-day  Odes,  &c.  written  by 
Rim  as  Poet-Laureat  of  Ireland. 

ViLLiERS,  George,  Duke  of 
Buckingham.  See  Bucking- 
ham. 
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WAger,  Leivis,  wrote  one 
Interlude,   called 
Mary     Magdalene,    her 
Lyfe      and      RepentauncCf 

1567. 

Walker,  Thomas,  was  both 
Author  and  Adtor. — He  was  the 
original  Macheath  in  the  Beggar's 
Opera  ;  but  his  Succefs  in  that 
Part  made  him  fo  vain  and  care- 
lefs,  that  he  was  at  length  dif- 
mifled  the  Theatre:  He  after- 
wards went  over  to  Ireland,  where 
he  died  in  1745. 

He  brought  two  dramatic  Pieces 
*n  the  Stage,  viz. 

1,  The  faker's  Opera,    1719. 

2.  The  Fate  of  FiUainy,  Tr.;g. 

573O' 
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Walker,  TVilliam,  .was  bora 
in  the  Ifland  oi  Larbadoes,  where 
his  Father  was  a  confiderable 
Planter,  who  fent  him  over  to 
England  for  Educatibn  at  Etan 
College." — He  wrote 

1.   riBorious  Lo-ve.      T.    169S. 

Z.  Marry,  or  do  ivorfe.  Com. 
1707. 

Waller,  Edmund,  Efq;  was 
the  Son  of  Robert  Waller,  Efq;  of 
Agmondefham  in  Buckinghamfhh-e, 
by  Anne,  the  Sifter  of  the  great 
Hamden,  who  diftinguiihed  him- 
felf  fo  much  in  the  Beginning  of 
the  Civil  Wars. — He  was  born  in 
1605  ;  and,  his  Father  dying 
when  he  was  very  young,  the 
Care  of  his  Education  fell  to  his 
Mother,  who  fent  him  to  Eton 
School. — ^He  was  afterwards  fent 
to  Kt7ig's  College  in  CambridgCy 
where  he  could  not  continue 
long  5  for  at  lixteen  or  feventeeil 
Years  of  Age,  he  was  chofen  in- 
to the  laft  Parliament  of  King 
Jama  I.  nnd  ferved  as  Burgcfs  for 
Agmondejham.—Re  began  to  cx- 
ercife  his  poetical  Talent  fo  early 
as  the  Year  1623,  as  appears 
from  his  Verfes  '-  Upon  theDan- 
"  ger  his  Majefty  (being  Prince) 
"  e leaped  in'  the  Road  of  St, 
"  Andero  5"  for  there  Prince 
Charles,  returning  from  Spain  that 
Year,  had  like  to  have  been  caft 
away. — It  was  not,  however,  Mr. 
V/aller\  Wit,  his  fine  Parts,  or 
his  Poetry,  that  fo  much  occa- 
fioned  him  to  be  firft  publicly 
known,  as  his  carrying  off  the 
Daughter  and  fole  Heirefs  of  a 
rich  Citizen,  againft  a  Rival, 
whofe  Intereft  was  efpoufed  by 
the  Court— It  is  not  known  at 
what  Time  he  married  his  firft 
Lady  ;  but  he  was  a  Widower, 
before  he  was  five  and  twenty, 
when  he  began  to  have  a  Paffion 
for  SachariJJa,  which  was  a  fid^i- 
tious  Name  for  the  Lady  Dorothy 

[Hh3]  :;,.„/ 
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Sidv'ey,  Daughter  to  tlie   Earl  of 
Lcicejler,  and  afterwards  Wife  to 
the  Earl  of  Sunderland. — He  was 
now  known  at  Court,  carefled  by 
all  who  had  any  Relifli  for  Wit 
and  polite  Literature  ;    an4  was 
one  of  the  famous  Club,  of  which 
the  Lord  Falkland,    Mr.  Chilling- 
Kuortb,    and  other  eminent  Men 
were  Members. — He  was  return- 
ed Burgcfs  ior  Agmondcjh am  in  the 
Parliament,  which  met  in  April 
7640. — An  Litermiflion  of  Parli- 
aments having  difguiled  the  Na- 
tion, and  raifed  Jealoufies  againft 
rhe  Deligns  of  the  Court,  which 
would   be   fure  to  difcover  them- 
felves,   whenever  the  King  came 
to  afk  for  a  Supply  j  Mr.  Waller 
was   one  of  the  firft   who  con- 
demned the  preceding  Meafures. 
He"  fliewed  himfelf  iii  Oppofition 
to  the  Court,  and  made  a  Speech 
in  the  Houfe  on   this  Occafion  ; 
from  which  we  may  gather  feme 
Notion  of  his  general  Principles 
in  Government  j  wherein,  how- 
-ever,  he   afterwards  proved  very 
.  variable  and  inconflant. — He  op- 
pofed  the  Court  alfo  in  the  Long 
Parliament,    which  met  in  No- 
"oember  following,  and  was  chofen 
to  impeach  Judge  Craivhy,  which 
he   did   in  a  warm  and   eloquent 
Speech,  July  the   6th,    1641. — 
This  Speech  was   fo  highly  ap- 
plauded, that  twenty  thoufand  of 
them  were  fold  in  one  Day.— In 
1642,  he  was   one  of  the  Com- 
mifiioners  appointed   by  tl>e  Par- 
liament, to  prefent  their  Propo- 
fitions   of  Peace  to  the  King  at 
Oxford. — In  1643,  he  was  deeply 
engaged  in  a  Defign  to  reduce  tne 
City  of  London  and  the  Tciver,  to 
the    Service    of    the    King,     for 
which    he    was    tried   and   con- 
demned, together  with  Mr.  Tcm- 
kyns     his    Brother-in-Lnw,    and 
Mr.   Cballotter  :     The   two  latter 
fuffered  Death,   but  Mr.  IFalkr 
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obtahied  a  Reprieve ;  he  was* 
however,  fentenced  to  fufFer  a 
Year's  Imprifonment,  and  to  pay 
a  Fine  of  ten  thoufand  Pounds. 
After  this,  he  became  particu- 
larly attached  to  Oli-ver  Cromtvelly 
upon  whom  he  wrote  a  very 
handfome  Panegyric.  —  He  alfo 
wrote  a  noble  Poem  on  the  Death 
of  that  great  Man. 

At  the  Reftoration  he  was 
treated  with  great  Civility  by 
Charles  II.  who  always  made  him 
one  of  the  Party  in  hisDiverfions 
at  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  and 
other  Places. — He  fat  in  feveral 
Parliaments  after  the  Reftoration.' 
He  continued  in  the  full  Vigour 
of  his  Genius  to  the  End  of  his 
Life  J  and  his  natural  Vivacity 
made  his  Company  agreeable  to 
the  laft.— He  died  of  a  Dropfy, 
O&cbcr  the  ift,  1687,  ^"d  was 
interred  in  the  Church- Yard  of 
Beconsfieldy  where  a  Monument 
is  ere<fl:ed  to  his  Memory. — He 
is  looked  upon  as  the  moft  ele- 
gant and  harmonious  Verfifier  of 
his  Time,  and  a  great  Refiner  of 
the  Engltjh  Language.— His  dra- 
matic Pieces  are, 

1.  PoMPEV  the  Great.    Trag, 

1664. 

2.  Tlie  Maid's   Tragedy  ^    al- 

ter'd  from  Fletcher. 

Wapul,  George j  wrot?  one 
Play,  called 

'tide  tarrieth  for  no  Man,  Com, 
1611. 

Ward,  Edivard,  was  a  Man 
of  low  Extradlion,  and  almoft 
deftitute  of  Education. — He  was 
an  Imitator  of  the  famous  But- 
ler, and  wrote  The  Reformation,  a 
Burlefque  Poem,  in  which  he 
aimed  at  the  fame  Kind  of  Hu- 
mour which  has  fo  remarkably 
diitinguifhed  Hiidibras. — Of  late 
Years,  fays  Mr,  Jacob,  he  has 
kept  a  public  Houfe  in  the  City, 
but  in  a   genteel   Way. — JJ^ard 

W2S. 
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was,  in  his  own  droll  Manner,  a 
violent  Antagonift  to  the  V/higs, 
and,  in  Confequence  of  this,  drew 
to  his  Houfe  fuch  People  as  had 
a  Mind  to  indulge  their  Spleen 
againft  the  Government.  —  He 
was  thought  to  be  a  Man  of  ftrong 
natural  Parts,  and  poflefled  a  ve- 
ry agreeable  Pleafantry  of  Tem- 
per.— Ward  was  much  affronted 
when  he  read  Mr.  jfacoFs  Ac- 
count, in  which  he  mentions  his 
keeping  a  public  Houfe  in  the 
City  J  and,  in  a  Book  called  ^-f- 
f>ol/o''s  Maggot,  declared  this  Ac- 
count to  be  a  great  Falfity,  pro- 
tefting  that  his  public  Floufe  was 
not  in  the  City,  but  in  Moor- 
felds. — Ward  is  moft  diftingui/h- 
ed  by  his  well  -  known  Lovden 
Spy.  ^- He  wrote  one  dramatic 
Piece,  called. 

The  Humours  of  a  Coffce-TIeufe, 

Com,  as  it  is  daily  afted 

at    moft   of  the    Coffee^ 

Houfes  in  London. 

Ward,    Henry,    a  Comedian^ 

publifhed  three  dramatic  Pieces 

an  1747. 

1.  The  Happy  Loven,  or  ihe 

Beau  metamorphofcd.     C. 

2.  The   Fctticoat   Plotter ,     or 

More  Ways  than  one  for  a 
Wfe.     C. 

3.  The  Widoiv's  Wifi,    or  An 

Equip'age  of  Loiters.    C. 

Waver,  Mr.  Robert,  the 
Author  of  one  dramatic  Piece, 
called 

Lufiy  Jvv'E.-NTVs.  Interlude, 
1561. 

Wayer,  Mr,  Willi  am.  Au- 
thor of  one  Play,  called 

The  longer  thou  li'vejie,  ihe  more 
foole  thou  arte.    C.   1570. 

Weaver,  Mr.  Jo^^k.— This 
Perfon  is  a  celebrated  Daucing- 
Majier,  who  makes  his  chjef  Re- 
fidence  at  Shretv/biiry . — He  dif- 
fers from  mcfr  of  his  Profeffion, 
not    altogether  depending  upon 


W  E 

his  Heek. — He  wrote,  or  invent- 
ed, fcveral  Pieces,  called  drama- 
tic Pantomimes. 

I.  The  Lo-ves  of  Mars  and 
Venus.    171 6. 

a.  Orpheus  ^?;t?EuRibicE»   ' 

3.  The   "Judgment  of  Paris, 
3732. 
He  was  wrote  feveral  judicious 
Books,  that  fhew  a  Head  is  not 
wanting  to  his  Heels,  "vi^. 

A  Hifiory  of  the  Mivics  and  Pan- 
tomimes of  the  Ancients. 

The  Art  ofDar.clng,  nvith  a  Trea''^- 
tife  on  AElion  and  Gefturct 
He  was  the  fiift  Reftorer  of  Pan- 
tomimes after  the  ancient  Man- 
ner, without  fpeaking. 

Webster,  John,  was.  ac- 
counted a  tolerable  Poet,  and 
was  well  efteemed  by  his  Contem- 
porary AuthorSj  particularly  Dec- 
ker, Marflon  and  Rowley,  with 
whom  he  wrote  in  Conjunftion, 
His  Plays  are, 

1.  i:h.t  White  Devil,  or  Trsge^ 

die  of  P.  Gordiano  Urfini, 
Z)i/yi^  c/Brachiano,  tvyths 
the  Lyfe  and  Btathe  of 
Vittoria  Corombona,  the 
famous  Venetian  Courte- 
zian,   1 6 12. 

2.  The  Devil's  Law-Cafe,   or 

When  Women  go  to  Law  ^ 
the  Devi  He  is  fulle  of  Bufi- 
nefs.     Tragi-Com.    1623, 

3.  Hht  Dutchefs  of  MAI.TKY, 

Trag.  i6z3.  revived  with 
fome  Alterations,  1769, 

4.  Appius   and  Virginia, 

Trag.   1659. 

5.  The  Thracian   Wonder^ 

Comic- Hiftorical  Play. 

6.  A  Cure  for  a  Cuckold.   Com. 
Welsted,      Leonard,      Efqj 

This  Gentleman  was  defcended 
from  a  very  good  Family  in  Lei- 
cefterfhire,  and  received  the  Ru- 
diments of  his  Education  in  Wefi- 
minjier  School,— In  a  Piece,  faid 
to 
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to  have  been  written  by  Mr. 
Welpd,  called  the  CharaBers  of 
the  limea,  printed  in  8vo,  1728, 
he  fays  of  himfelfj  that  "  he  had, 
•'  in  his  Youth,  railed  fo  great 
*'  Expe£lations  of  his  future  Gc- 
**  nius,  that  there  was  a  Kind  of 
"  Struggle  between  the  two  Uni- 
**  verities,  which  fhou!d  have  the 
**  Honour  of  his  Education  j  to 
"  compound  this,  he  civilly  be- 
**  came  a  Member  of  both,  and, 
«*  after  having  paiTed  fome  Time 
*'  at  the  one,  he  removed  to  the 
**  other.  —  From  thence  he  re- 
*'  turned  to  Town,  where  he  be- 
"  came  the  darling  Expedation 
"  of  all  the  polite  Writers,  whofe 
**  Encouragement  he  acknow- 
**^  ledged  in  his  occafional  Poems, 
"  in  a  Manner  that  will  make 
*«  no  fmall  Part  of  the  Fame  of 
"  his  Protedlors.  —  It  alfo  ap- 
*■'  pears  from  his  Works,  that  he 
*'  was  happy  in  the  Patronage  of 
<'  the  moft  iilulh-ious  Charadlers 
«  of  the  prefent  Age. — Encou- 
**  raged  by  fuch  a  Combination  in 
**  his  Favour,  he  publiCbed  a 
<'  Book  of  Poems,  fome  in  the 
«  Ovidian,  fome  in  the  Horatian 
<'  Manner,  in  both  which  the 
*'  moft  exquilite  Judges  pro- 
*'  noqnced  he  even  rivalled  his 
•'  Mafters.  —  His  Love  Verfes 
«  have  refcued  that  Way  of  Wri- 
«*  ting  from  Contempt.— In  the 
*' Tranflations  he  has  given  us 
"  the  very  Soul  and  Spirit  of  his 
«  Author, — His  Odes,  his  Epif- 
«  ties,  lais  Verfes,  his  Love  - 
*«  Tales,  all  are  the  moft  perfeft 
<<  Things  in  all  Poetry."— If  this 
pleafant  Reprefentation  of  our 
/Author's  Abilities  were  juft,  it 
would  feem  no  Wonder,  if  the 
two  Univerfities  Ihould  ftrive  with 
each  other  for  the  Honour  of  his 
Education  j  but  it  is  certain  the 
World  hath  not  coincided  with 
this    Opinion  of  Mr,  Weljhd  j 


who,  by  the  Way,  can  hardly  b« 
thought  to  have  been  ferious  in 
fuch  an  extravagant  Self-Appro- 
bation, which  we  can  only  look 
apon  as  a  Piece  of  Merriment. — 
Our  Author,  however,  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  a  mean  Poet  3 
he  had  certainly,  from  Nature,  a 
good  Genius,  but,  after  he  came 
to  Town,  he  became  a  votary  to 
Pleafure;  and  the  Applaufes  of 
his  Friends,  which  taught  him 
to  overvalue  his  Talents,  perhaps 
flackened  his  Diligence,  and,  by 
making  him  truft  folely  to  Na- 
ture, flight  the  Affiftance  of  Art. 
In  the  Year  1718,  he  wrote 
the  Triumvirate^  or  a  Letter  in 
Verfe  from  Palemoii  to  Celia  from 
Batb,  which  was  meant  as  a  Sa- 
tire againft  Mr.  Pope,— Rz  wrote 
fcveral  other  occafional  Pieces  a- 
gainft  this  Gentleman,  who,  ia 
Recompence  of  his  Enmity,  ha« 
mentioned  him  in  his  Dunciad^ 
and  alfo  in  his  Parodie  upon  Dcn~ 
hatn'i  Cooper  s  Hill,  as  follows  j 

"  Flov.' Weip^d,  flow;  like  thin^ 

«'  Infpirer,  Beer, 
*'  Tho'  ftale,  not  ripe  j  tho'  thin, 

"  yet  never  clear  ;. 
**  So  fv/eetly   mawkiih,    and  fo 

"  fmoothly  dull  J 
"  Heady,  not  ilrong  ;    and  foam- 

**  ing,  tho'  not  full." 

How  far  Mr.  Pofie^s  Infinua- 
tion  is  true,  that  Mr.  TVelfted 
owed  his  Infpiration  to  Beer, 
they  who  read  his  Works  may 
determine  for  themfelves.— His 
only  dramatic  Piece  is. 

The  Dijfentbled  Wanton^  or  My 
Son  get   Money,        Com. 
1726. 
Weston,   John,  E^q-,  v/rote 
a  Play,  called 

The  Amazonian   i^/en,  or 

the  Arr.our%   of  ThalelLrip 

tf«ii  Alexander.  Tr.-Com. 

'  J667,  V/s- 
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Wet  HER  BY,  'James,  belong- 
ed to  the  Revenue  at  Brijicl,  and 
Wrote 

Paul    the  Spamjh  Sharper. 
Farce,  1730. 

Whincop,  Thomas,  Efq; — 
This  Gentleman  wrote 

ScANDERBEC,    or  Love  and 

Liberty.     Trag.    not  adl- 

ed,  but  publifhed  with  the 

■   Life  of  Scanderheg,    1747. 

W  H I T  A  K  E  R ,  William,  p  u  b  - 
lifhed  a  PJay,  called 

The    Confpiracy,    or  Change  of 
Govemment.  Trag.   1680. 

Whitehead,  William,  Efq; 
Poet-Laureat  to  their  Majefties 
King  Georgell.  and  III,  Tucceed- 
ed  to  the  Laurel  on  the  Death  of 
Mr.  Colley  Gibber. — He  is  greatly 
efteemed  as  a  polite  and  elegant 
Writer,  to  which  his  Travels  a- 
broad,  and  particularly  into  Italy, 
the  native  Soil  of  the  Mufes, 
have  perhaps  not  a  little  contri- 
buted. 

On  his  Return  to  England,  a- 
bout  the  Year  1749,  he  gave  the 
Town  a  new  Tragedy,  intitled 
the  Roman  Father,  founded  on 
the  celebrated  Story  of  the  Hora- 
tit  and  Curiatii ;  it  was  afted  with 
tolerable  Succefs  at  the  Theatre- 
Royal  in  Drury-Lane,  1750.— 
In  1754,  he  brought  upon  the 
fame  Stage  another  Tragedy,  en- 
titled, Creufa,  S^ueen  of  Athens  3 
which  had  a  tolerable  Run,  not- 
withftanding  it  came  out  too  late 
in  the  Year  to  bring  crowded  Au- 
diences ;  however,  the  Appear- 
ance the  Boxes  made,  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  keep  both  the  Poet  and 
Players  in  Countenance.  —  In 
1762,  he  likewife  brought  upon 
the  fame  Theatre,  a  Comedy, 
entitled.  The  School  for  Lo'vers, 
formed  on  a  Plan  laid  down,  by 
M.  De  Fontenelle,  and,  -  like  moft 
of  the  French  Produdlions  of  this 
Kind,  is  rather  a  Converfation- 
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Piece  than  a  Comedy.— -The  Cou-. 
verfation  is,  however,  natural, 
decent  and  moral  j  and,  if  th« 
Work  does  not  abound  with  aH' 
that  Variety  of  Eufmefs,  Plat, 
Scenery,  Charader  and  Humour, 
which  are  requifite  to  gratify  the 
Tafte  of  an  EnglijT}  Audience,  it 
is,  neverthelefs,  not  an  uninter- 
efting  Performance,  and  may 
certainly  rank  among  thofe  which 
are  diftinguiflied  by  the  Appella- 
tion of  Genteel  Comedy.  —  Mr,^ 
^'hitehead  has  alfo  publiflied  fe- 
veral  detached  Poems,  which  have 
been  well  received,  befides  his 
Anniverfary  Odes,  &c*.  written, 
ex  Officio,  as  Poet-Laureat. 

Wild,  Robert,  a  diflTenting; 
Minifter,  was  Author  of  Iter  Bo- 
reale,  and  feme  other  Poems  r 
and  alfo  of 

The  Benefice.     Com.    16S9, 

Wilder,  Mr.  was  both  Ac- 
tor and  Poet. — He  wrote 

The  Gentleman  Gardener.    Far. 

1749- 
Wi L  K I N s,  Mr.  G^org-r.— This 
Author  wrote  a  Play,  called 
The  Mijeries  of  enforced  Mar ^ 
riage.  Tragi-Cotn.   1637. 
Wilkinson,     Mr.    Williawi 
the  Author  of  one  Play,  called 
Vice  Reclaimed,  or  the  Faffonate 
Mijirefs.     Com.   1699.     • 
Will  AN,     Mr.    Leonard.—' 
This  Author   wrote  a  Paftoral," 
called 

A s  T  R  E  A ,  or  True  Lo've's  Mir' 

rotir,   1651. 
W I  J.  M  o  T ,     Mr.  Robert.  —  A 
Gentleman   of  the  Temple,    who 
publiflied     a     dramatic      Piece, 
called 

Tancred  and  Gismukd, 
1591.  —  This  Play  was 
not  originally  wrote  by 
Wilmot,  but  many  Years 
before  the  Publication,  by 
a  Set  of  Tmpkrs, 

WiL. 
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Wilson,  Mr.  John.  —  This 
Gentleman,  who  Jived  in  Ireland, 
Jn  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II. 
and  was  Recorder  of  Londonderry, 
was  the  Author  of  four  Plays. 

1.  ANDRONICtJS     COMME- 

Nius,     Trag.  1663. 

2.  The  Projeaoru      C.    1665. 

3.  The  Cheats,     Com.    1671, 

4.  Belpkegor,  ov  th  Mar" 

riagc  of  the  De-uil.  Com. 
J  690. 

Wilson,  Mr.  Robert,  wrote 
one  Play,  called 

The  Cobkr  by  Prophecie.  Com, 
1565. 

WiNCH£LS£A,  Anne,  Coun- 
tefs  of^  vas  the  Daughter  of  Sir 
IFiUiam  Kingfrnill,  of  Sidmonton, 
in  the  County  of  Southampton. — 
She  was  Maid  of  Honour  to  the 
fecond  Dutchefs  of  the  Duke 
of  Torky  afterwards  K.  Javies  II. 
She  married  Heneage,  fecond  Son 
pf  the  Earl  of  Winchelfea  j  who 
afterwards  fucceeded  to  the  Title 
of  that  Earldom. 

One  of  the  moil:  confiderable  of 
this  Lady's  Poems  was  that  Ufon 
the  Spleen,  printed  in  a  new  Mif- 
cellany  of  original  Poems  on  fe- 
veral  Occafions,  publiflied  by  GU- 
don,  in  1701.— A  Colleftion  of 
her  Poems  was  printed  in  171 3, 
8vo.  containing  likewife  a  Tra- 
gedy, called  Ariftometiei ,  never 
afted^  and  a  great  Number  of 
her  Pieces  itill  continue  unpub- 
liflied.— She  died  Augufi  the  5th, 
1720,  without  IlTue  J  as  did  the 
Earl  her  Hufband,  September  the 
30th,   J  726. 

Wiseman,  Mrs. — This  Gen- 
tlewoman wrote  a  Play,  called 

Antiochus  the  Great,  or  the 
Fatal  Relapfc.     T.    1706. 

Wood  ,  The  Rev.  Mr,  Natha- 
viel,  was  a  Clergyman  of  the 
City  of  Nortokb  j  he  wrote  a 
dramatic  Piece,  called 
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The  ConfiyEis  cf  Confcietict,  a 
Paftoral,   1581. 

VvoRSDALE,  Mr.  James,—' 
This  Author  is  both  a  Poet  and 
a  Painter  j  he  has  publi/hed  fe- 
veral  fmall  Pieces,  Songs,  &c. 
befide  the  following  dramatic 
Performances  j 

1.  A  Cure  for  a  Scold.      Ballad 

Farce,  taken  from  Shakej- 
peare'i  Taming  of  the 
Shreiv, 

2.  The  Affembly.      Farce,    in 

which  Mr.  Worfdale  him- 
felf  afted  the  Part  of  Old 
Lady  Scandal. 

3.  The  %efKo/SpAiN. 

4.  The    Extravagant    Jujiice, 

Farce. 
Of  this  Gentleman  Mrs.  Pilking^ 
ton  has  related  feveral  plcafant  A- 
necdotes,  in  her  well-known  Me-, 
moirs. — He  is  now  poffefled  of  a 
confiderable  Place  undt^r  the  Go- 
vernment,  in  his  Capacity  of 
Painter. 

Weight,  John.— This  Gen- 
tleman, who  was  of  the  Middle^ 
Temple,  wrote  two  dramatic 
Pieces. 

1,  Thyestes.     Tr.  1674. 

2.  Mock  Thyestes.     Farce, 

in  Burlefque  Verfe,  1674. 

Wright,  Thomas,  was  Ma- 
chinift  to  the  Theatre,  and  wrote 

The  Female  Virttiofos,  Com. 
1693. 

Wycherly,  William. — This 
eminent  Comic  Poet,  who  was 
born  about  the  Year  1640,  was 
the  eldeft  Son  of  Daniel  Ifycherly, 

of  Cle-ve  in  Shropjhire,  El'qj i 

When  he  was  about  fifteen  Years 
of  Age,  he  was  fent  to  France, 
where  he  became  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholick }  but,  on  his  Return  to 
England,  and  becoming  a  Gen- 
tleman -  Commoner  of  ^een% 
College  in  Oxford,  he  was  recon- 
^ile4  to  the  Proteftant  Religion. 
He 
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He  afterwards  entered  himfelf  in 
the  Middle  Temple  ;  but,  making 
his  firft  Appearance  in  Town  in 
the  loofe  Reign  of  Cha,  II.  when 
Wic  and  Gaiety  were  the  favou- 
rite Diftindlions,  he  foon  quitted 
The  dry  Study  of  the  Law,  and 
purfued  Things  more  agreeable  to 
his  own  Genius,  as  well  as  to 
the  Tafte  of  the  Age. — As  no- 
thing was  likely  to  take  better 
than  dramatic  Performances,  ef- 
pecially  Comedies,  he  applied 
himfelf  to  this  Species  of  Writ- 
ing.—On  the  Appearance  of  his 
firft  Play,  he  became  acquainted 
with  feveral  of  the  firft  -  rate 
Wits ,  and  likewife  with  the 
Dutchefs  oiCkvland,  with  whom, 
according  to  the  fecret  Hiftory  of 
thofe  Times,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  laft  Degree  of  Intimacy. — 
Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckiftg/pam,  had 
alfo  the  higheft  Efteem  for  him  j 
and,  as  Maftcr  of  the  Horfe  to 
the  King,  made  him  one  of  his 
Equerries  j  as  Colonel  of  a  Regi- 
ment, Captain-Lieutenant  of  his 
ov.n  Company,  refigning  to  him 
at  the  fame  Time  his  own  Pay  as 
Captain,  with  many  other  Ad- 
vantages,— King  Charles  likewife 
fliewed  him  fignal  Marks  of  Fa- 
vour 5  and  once  gave  him  a  Proof 
of'  his  Efteem,  which  periiaps 
never  any  Sovereign  Prince  be- 
fore had  given  to  a  private  Gen- 
tleman.— Mr.  Wycberly  being  ill 
of  a  Fever,  at  his  Lodgings  in 
BorjO'flreet,  the  King  did  him  the 
Honour  of  a  Vifit. — Finding  him 
extreamly  weakened,  and  his  Spi- 
rits miierably  ftiattered,  he  com- 
manded him  to  take  a  Journey 
to  the  South  q{  France,  believing 
that  the  Air  of  Montpelier  would 
contribute  to  reftore  him,  and 
affured  him,  at  the  fame  Time, 
that  he  would  order  him  500I.  to 
defray  the  Charges  of  thejour- 
««y,  —  Mr.  Wycberly  accordingly 
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went  into  France^  and;  havl.ig 
fpent  the  Winter  there,  returned 
to  England,  entirely  rcftored  to 
his  former  Vigour. — The  King, 
fliortly  after  his  Arrival,  told 
him,  that  he  had  a  Son;  who  he 
was  refolved  ftould  be  educated 
like  the  Son  of  a  King,  and  that 
he  could  not  chufe  a  more  proper 
Man  for  his  Governor  than  Mr. 
Wycberly  ;  for  which  Service 
1500  1.  per  j^nnum  fhould  be 
fettled  upon  him. 

Mr,  Wycberly,  however,  fuch 
is  the  uncertain  State  of  all  hu-  ..« 
man  Affairs,  loft  the  Favour  of 
the  King ,  by  the  following 
Means  :  —  Immediately  after  he 
had  received  the  gracious  Offer 
above-mentioned,  he  went  down 
to  Tttnbridge,  where,  walking  one 
Day  upon  the  Wells- Walk,  with 
his  Friend  Mr.  Fairbeard,  of 
Gray^s-Inn,  juft  as  he  came  up 
tc  the  Sookfeller's  Shop,  the 
Countefs  of  Drogbeda,  a  young 
Widow,  rich,  noble  and  beauti- 
ful, came  there  to  enquire  for 
Tbe  Plain  Dealer  ;  "  Madam," 
fays  Mr.  Fairbcard,  *'  fmce  you 
'*  are  for  the  Flain  Dealer,  there 
"  he  is  for  you  j"  pu/hing  Mr. 
Wycberly  towards  her.  **  Yes,'* 
fays  Mr.  Wycberly,  "  this  Lady 
"  can  bear  plain  Dealing ;  for 
<*  flie  appears  to  be  fo  accomplifh- 
"  ed,  that  what  would  be  a  Com- 
**  pliment  to  others,  would  be 
**  plain  Dealing  to  her." — **  No, 
*'  truly.  Sir,"  faid  the  Countefs, 
"  I  am  not  without  my  Faults, 
*'  any  more  than  the  reft  of  my 
"  Sex  5  and  yet,  notwithftand- 
"  ing,  I  love  plain  Dealing,  and 
"  am  never  more  fond  of  it,  than 
*'  when  it  tells  me  of  them."— 
"Then,  Madana/'  fays  Mr. 
Fair  beard,  *'  you  and  Tbe  Plain 
"  Dealer,  feem  defigned  by  Hea- 
"  ven  for  each  other." — In  ihort, 
Mr.  Wycberly  walked  a  Turn  or 
tws 


w  r 

two  with  the  Countefs,    waited 
.upon  her  home,  vifited  her  daily 
at  her  Lodgings  while  Ihe  ftaid  at 
*Tur.bridgi,   and  at  her  Lodgings 
in  Hatton-Gardon,  after  fhc  went 
to  London  J  where  in  a  little  Time 
he  married  her,  without  acquaint- 
ing the  King. — But  this  Match, 
fo   promifing  ,    in   Appearance  , 
to  his  Fortunes  and  Happinefs, 
was  the  aftual  Ruin  of  both.' — 
As  loon  as  the  News  ol  it  came 
to  Court,  it  was  looked  upon  as 
a  Contempt  of  his  Majefty's  Or- 
ders J    and  Mr.  Wycherlyi  Con- 
du£l  after  his  Marriage  occafioned 
this  to  be  refented  ftill  more  hei- 
noufly  J    for  he  feJdom  or  never 
went  near  the  Court,  which  made 
him  thought  downright  ungrate- 
ful.—The  true  Caufe  of  his  Ab- 
fence,  however,  was  not  known. 
In  ihort,  the  L.^dy  was  jealous  of 
him    to    that    Degree,     that    Ihe 
could  not  endure  him  to  be  one 
Moment  out  of  her  Sight. — Their 
Lodgings  were  in  Btjiu-Jlreety  Co- 
vent  -  Garden,     over    againft   the 
Cock  ;  whither,  if  heat  any  Time 
went  with   his  Friends,    he  was 
obliged   to    leave    the   Windows 
(Siptn,    that  his   Lady  might  fee 
there  was  no  Woman  in  Compa- 
ny.— Nevertlielefs,  /he  made  him 
&me  Amends,  by  dying  in  a  rea- 
fonable  Time. — She  fettled   her 
Fortune  on  him  :    But  his  Title 
being  difputed   after  her  Death, 
the  Expences  of  the  Law  and  o- 
ther  Incumbrances  fo  far  redticed 
him,  that,  not  being  able  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  Importunity  of  his  Cre- 
ditors, he  was  flung  into  Prifon, 
where  helanguiflied  feveral  Yearsj 
nor  was   he  releafed,    till  King 
Jamei  II.  going  to  fee  his  Plai'n- 
£}ea1er,  was  fo  charmed  with  the 
Entertainment,  that  he  gave  im- 
mediate Orders  for  the  Payment 
of  his  Debts  5    adding  withal  a 
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Penfion  of   aoo  1,   per   Amunif 
while  he  continued  in  England. 
But  the  bountiful  Intentions  of 
that  Prince  had  not  all  the  de- 
figned  EfFea,    for  Wycherly  was 
afliamed    to    give    the   Eail    of 
Mulgrave,  whom  the  King  had 
fent   to  demand  it,    a  full  Ac- 
count of  his  Debts, — He  labour- 
ed under   thefe    Difficulties,    till 
his  Father  died  3    and  then  too 
theEftate,  that  defcended  to  him, 
was  left  under  very  uneafy  Limi- 
tations,   fince,  being  only  a  Te- 
nant for  Life,  he  could  not  raife 
Money  for  the  Payment  of  his 
Debts. — However,  he  took  a  Me- 
thod of  doing  it,  which  few  fuf- 
pefted  to  be  his  Choice  j  and  this 
was  making  a  Jointure.— He  had 
often  declared,  that  he  was  re- 
folved  to  die  married,  though  he 
could  not   bear  the  Thoughts  of 
living  in  that  State  again  :  Ac- 
cordingly, juft  at  the  Eve  of  his 
Death,  he  married  a  young  Gen- 
tlewoman with   1500I.  Fortune, 
Part  of  which  he  applied  to  the 
Ufes  he  wanted  it  for. — Eleven 
Days    after   the   Celebration    of 
thefe  Nuptials,  in  December  17 15, 
he  died  j  and  w  as  interred  in  the 
Vault  of  Covent-Garden  Church. 
He  publiflied  a  Volume  of  Poems 
in  1704,  Folio  J    and,   in  1728, 
his  pofthumous  Works,  in  Profe 
and    Verfe,    were    published    by 
Mr.   Lciuii  Theobald,    in  8vo. — 
His  dramatic  Pieces  are, 

1.  Love   in   a    Wood,     or   St. 

"James's  Park.     C.    1672, 

2.  The     Gentleman    Dancing  - 

Majier.     Com.  1673. 

3.  The  Plain-  Dealer.     Com. 

1678. 

4.  The  Country  Wife.     Com. 

1683. 
Mr.  Pope^  when  very  young, 
made  his  Court  to  Mr.  Ifycberly, 
when  very  old  j   and  the  latter 
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was  h  well  pleafed  with  tkc  for- 
mer, and  had  fuch  an  Opinion 
of  his  rifing  Genius,  that  he  en- 
tered into  an  intimate  Corref- 
pondence  with  him.  See  the 
Letters  between  Pope  and  TVy- 
cberlj/y  printed  in  Pcpe\  Works. 


Y. 


YAr  R  I N  G  T  0  N,  Mr.  Robert, 
wrote  a  Play,  called 
Tivoe  Tragedies  in  one,  printed 
not  till  many  Years  after 
it  was  wrote,   1 592. 
Young,    The  Rev.    Dr.  Ed^ 
ivard. — This   great  Genius  was 
bred  zt  Oxford,   being  a  Fellow  of 
All-Soidi  College  in  that  Unixcr- 
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fity.  —  He  took  his  Degree  of, 
Doftor  of  the  Civil  Law  ;  and ' 
afterwards,  going  into  Holy  Or- 
ders, was  made  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Chaplains,  and  obtained 
the  Living  of  Wekvyn  in  Hert- 
fordpire. — He  married  the  Lady 
Elizabeth  Lee,  Daughter  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Litchfield.  —  He  js 
Author  of  thofe  fine  moral  Sa- 
tires, called  The  Unii'erfalPaJJion-^ 
but  his  greateft  Reputation  arifes 
from  his  celebrated  Complaint,  or 
Kigkt  Thoughts;  which  Work  has 
fucceeded  more  than  any  other 
moral  Poem,  of  fuch  confiderable 
Bulk,  fmce  Milton's  Par  adife  Loji. 
Kis  dramatic  Pieces  arc, 
I.  Bnjiris.  Trag.  1 7x9. 
3.  The  Rc'vengc,  Trag,  lyir, 
3.  The  Brothers.  1'rag,  ijt^i' 
Dr.  7'c:ififs  Works  are  cclieacd 
ifito  foar  Pocket  Volumes.   1757. 
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lICKERSTAFF,  Mr.  J^aac, 
^^.  a  Native  of  the  Kingdom  of 
jrdand,  is  a  Lieutenant  of  Ma- 
jines,  and  Author  of 

J.  Thomas    and   Sally,    a 
Dramatic  Entertainment. 

2.  Lcve  in  a  Village,  an  Eng- 
lifh  Opera. 
This  laft  had'a  Run  almoft  equal 
to  that  of  the  famous  Be<r<rar'$ 
0/£ri?.— Both  tliefe  Pieces'^tvere 
a<5led  at  the  Theatre  Royal  in 
Cownt  Garden  y  the  firft  in  the 
Year  J 760,  and  the  fecond  in 
J762. 

CoCKsuRN,  Mrs.  Catherine . 

See  this  Life  uadcr  the  Lady's 
Maiden  Name  j  -viz.  Tk ot- 
ter. 

M  A  N  L  E  Y,  Mrs.  was  the 
Daughter  of  Sir  Roger  Manley, 
■who  is  faid  to  have  been  the  Au- 
thor of  the  firrt  Volume  of  that 
famous  Work,  the  Turtiifi  Spy. 
Mrs.  Mar.ky  received  an  Educa- 
tion fuitable  to  her  Birth  j  and 
^av.e  early  Difccveries  of  a  Ge- 
nius, much  fuperior  to  what  is 

iifually  found  among  her  Sex. 

In  her  Lifancy  i^ie  ioA  her  Mo- 
ther ;  a  Lofs  which  was  attended 
%y  many  other  Misfortunes  ;  for 
when  frie  grew  up,  fhe  was  cheat- 
.ed  into  a  falfe  Marriage  by  a  near 
:Re;4tion  cf  the  fame  Name,  to 
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whom  her  Father  had  bequeath- 
ed the  Care  of  her.  We  call  it  a 
falfe  Marriage,  becaufe  the  Gen- 
tleman had  a  former  Wife  then 
living  j  and  pretsnded  to  marry 
her,    only    to   gratify  a   criminal 

Paffion. She   was   afterwards 

brought  to  London,  where  Ihe  was 
foon  deferted  by  him  j  and  thus, 
in  the  very  Morning  of  her  Life, 
when  all  Things  fihould  have  been 
gay  and  promifing,  fte  wore  away 
three  wretched  Years  in  Solitude, 
When  fhc  appeared  in  the  World 
again,  ihe  fell,  by  mere  Acci- 
dent, under  the  Patronage  of  the 
Dutchefs  of  CU'veland,  a  Miftrefs 
of  Charles  IL  —  She  was  intro- 
duced by  an  Acquaintance  of  her 
Grace's,  to  whom  (ho.  was  pay- 
ing a  Viht ;  but  the  Dutchefs, 
being  a  Woman  of  a  very  fickle 
Temper,  g-revv  tired  of  Mrs. 
Manley  in  lix  Months  Time,  and 
difcharged  her  vpcn  a  Pretence, 
whether  groundlefs  or  not  is  un- 
certain, that  file  intrigued  witli 
her  Son — When  our  Authcrcfs 
was  difmified  by  fhe  Dutclicf;:, 
fce  was  fohc-ted  by  General  V/W- 
ccmhe,  to  pafs  fome  Time  with 
him  at  his  Country-Scat  5  but 
fee  excufed  herfeif  by  faying, 
"  That  her  Love  of  Solitude  was 
"  improved  by  a  Difguft  of  the 
"  Wcrld  :, 
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"  WorI<3  J  and  fince  it  was  im- 
**  polTible  for  her  to  be  in  Public 
*'  with  Reputation,  fhe  was  re- 
*'  folved  to  remain  concealed." — 
In  this  Solitude  fiie  wrote  her 
firft  Tragedy,  called  the  Roya/ 
Mifcbicf,  which  was  atled  at  the 
Theatre'  in  Lincoln' s-Inn-Fields, 
in  the  Year  1696. — As  this  Play 
fucceeded,  fhe  received  fuch  un- 
bounded Incenfe  from  Admirers, 
that  her  Apartment  was  crowded 
with  Men  of  Wit  and  Gaiety. — 
This  proved,  in  the  End,  very 
fatal  to  her  Virtue  j  and  (ht  af- 
terwards engaged  in  Intrigues, 
and  was  taken  into  keeping  — In 
her  retired  Hours,  fhe  wrote  her 
four  Volumes  of  the  Memoirs  of 
the  Ne-w  Atalantit,  in  which  Ihe 
was  not  only  very  free  with  her 
own  Sex,  in  her  wanton  Defcrip- 
tion  of  Love  Adventures,  but  alfo 
with  the  Charaders  of  many 
high  and  diftinguifhed  Perfonages. 
Her  Father  had  always  been  at- 
tached to  the  Caufe  of  Cha,  I. 
and  flie  herfelf  had  a  confirmed 
Averlion  to  the  Whig  Minifti-y  j 
fo  that  the  Reprefentations  of 
many  Charaders  in  her  Atalanti^ 
are  nothing  elfe  but  Satires  upon 
thofe,  who  had  brought  about  the 
"Revolution. — Upon  this  a  War- 
rant was  granted,  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State's  Office,  to  feize  the 
Printer  and  Publilber  of  thofe 
Volumes. — Mrs.  Alanley  had  too 
much  Generofity,  to  let  innocent 
Perfons  fuffer  on  her  Account  ; 
.and  therefore  voluntarily  prefent- 
ed  herfelf  before  the  Court  of 
Kings-Bench,  as  the  Author  of 
the  Atalantis,  —  When  ffie  was 
examined  before  Lord  Sunderlandy 
who  was  then  Secretary,  he  v.'as 
curious  to  know,  from  whom  /he 
got  Information  of  fome  Parti- 
culars, which  they  imagined-  to 
be  above  her  own  Intelligence.— 
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She  replied,  with  great  Humili- 
ty,; that  flie  had  no  Defign  in 
writing,  farther  than  her  own 
Amufement  and  Diverfion  in  the 
Country,  without  intending  par- 
ticular Refieftions  and  Charac- 
ters ;  and  did  aflhre  them,  that 
nobody  was  concerned  with  her. 
When  this  was  not  believed,  and 
the  contrary  urged  agalnft  her  by 
feveral  Circumflances,  Ac  fa  id, 
"  then  it  muft  be  by  Infpiratjon, 
**  becaufe,  knov/ing  her  own  In- 
"  nocence,  fiie  coi:!d  account  for 
"it  no  other  Way." — The  Se- 
cretary replied,  that  "  Infpira- 
«'  tion  ufed  to  be  upon  a  good 
"  Account  ;  but  that  her  Wtit- 
"  ings  were  ftark  nought." — She 
acknowledged,  «  that  his  Lord- 
*'  ihip's  Obfervation  might  be 
*'  true  ;  but,  as  there  were  evil 
*«  Angels  as  well  as  good,  ;tbat 
*'  what  Hie  had  wrote  might  ftill 
''  be  by  Infpiration."— The  Con- 
fequence  of  this  Examination  v/aj, 
that  Mrs.  ManLy  was  clofe  fh.ut 
up  in  a  Meffenger's  Houfe,  with- 
out  being  allowed  Pen,  Ink  and 
Paper.  —  However,  her  Council 
fued  out  her  Habeas  Corpu:,  and 
fhe  v.'as  admitted  to  Bill. —Whe- 
ther thofe  in  Power  were  afhamed 
to  bring  a  Woman  to  a  Trial  fo-r 
writing  a  few  amorous  Trifjes,  or 
whether  the  Laws  could  not  reaqa 
her,  becaufe  (he  had  difguifed  fief 
Satire  under  romantic  Names^ 
and  a  feigned  Scene  of  Adion, 
Ihe  was  difcharged,  after  feveral 
Times  expofmg  herfelf  In  Pcrfon, 
to  crofs  the  Court  before  the 
Bench  of  Judges,  with  her  three 
Attendants,  the  Printer  and  two 
Publifhers. — Not  long  after,  ^ 
total  Change  of  the  Miniftry  eri- 
fucd,  when  flie  lived  in  high  Re,- 
putation  and  Gaiety,  and  amu/ed 
herfelf  "in"  writing  "Poems  and 
Letters ,'  and  converfing  with 
[lis]  Wits. 
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Wits. — A  facond  Edition  of  a 
Volume  of  her  Letteis  was  pub- 
lifeed  in  the  Year  1713. — Lu- 
cius,  thefrJlChrifiian  King  of  Bri- 
tain,  a  Tragedy,  was  written  by 
her,  and  a£ted  in  Dniry-Lane, 
in  the  Year  1717. — She  dedicated 
it  to  S\r  Richard  Steele,  whom  fiie 
had  abufed  in  her  Neiu  Atalantii  ; 
bat  was  now  upon  fuch  friendly 
Terms  with  him,  that  he  wrote 
the  Prologue  to  this  Play,  as  Mr. 
Frior  did  the  Epilogue.^ — This, 
■with  the  Tragedy  berore  men- 
tioned, and  a  Comedy  called  the 
Lcji  Lover,  or  the  Jealous  Huf- 
hand,  a£ted  in  the  Year  1696, 
make  up  her  dramatic  Works. — 
She  died  July  the  ilth,   1724. 

Murphy,  Arthur-,  Efqj  is  a 
Native  of  Ireland,  was  bred  to 
Biifinefs,  and  was  foine  Time 
employed  in  a  Compiing-Kcufe 
in  the  City  of  London  j  but,  hav- 
ing a  greater  Love  for  the  Mufes 
than  for  Tare  and  Tret,  he  foon 
removed  to  the  other  Side  of 
Tempk-Bar,  and  commented  an 
early  Acquaintance  with  the  The- 
atres. 

After  writing  fome  fmall  Pieces 
ef  Poetry  and  Dramatic  EiTays, 
he  at  length  refolved  to  try  his 
Talent  as  an  A€tor. — Having  the 
Advantage  of  a  very  good  Figure, 
and  being  allowed  an  excellent 
Judge  of  the  Performances  of  o- 
thers,  in  that  Profeflion,  the 
Managers  of  Drury-Lane  readily 
engaged  him,  at  a  genteel  Salary. 
But,  on  the  Expiration  of  the 
liift  Seafon,  not  having  met  with 
aJl  the  Succefs  he  pofilbly  expect- 
ed, in  fome  of  the  principal  Cha- 
racters, he  thought  proper  to  quit 
the  Stage  5  and  then,  applying 
himfelf  to  the  Study  of  the  Law, 
he  became  a  Member  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Lit2cohi  i-lnn  j   and  will 
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probably  one  Day  make  a  confi- 
derable  Figure  in  that  liberal 
Profeffion. — He  remained,  how- 
ever, con/lant  in  his  Affeftion 
for  the  Mufes,  and  has  hitherto 
chofen  to  fill  up  thofe  Intervals 
of  Time,  in  which  he  was  not 
employed  in  his  neceffary  Atten- 
dance upon  Coke  and  Littleton,  and 
continued  to  entertain  the  Public 
with  his  dramatic  Writings  j 
w  hich  are  as  under  : 

1.  The  Apprentice.     Farce,  of 

two  Afts  ;  performed , 
with  great  Applaufe,  at 
the  Theatre  in  Drury- 
Lane,  1756. 

2.  The   Upkolflerer,    or    IVhat 

Neius  ?  Farce,  of  two 
Afts  5  performed,  with 
very  great  Succefs,  at  the 
fame  Theatre,    1758. 

3.  The    Orphan   of  Ch  i  n  A. 

Trag.  founded  on  Vol- 
taire''^ Trag.  on  the  fame 
Subject  5  aded  with  Suc- 
cefs at  the  Theatre  in 
Drury-Lane,    1759. 

4.  The  Defer t  Ifland,    a  Dra- 

matic Poem,  in  3  Ads, 
pcrforn-ed  at  the  fame 
Theatre,  with  inferior 
Succefs,  1760. 

5.  "YYiZ  Way  to  keep  him.   Com. 

of  three  Adfs,  performed 
jointly  with  the  fo'cgoing 
Piece,  but  with  greater 
Approbation ;  which  the 
Author  perceiving  ,  en- 
hirged  the  IVay  to  keep 
him,  and  extended  it  to  a 
Com.  of  five  Aits,  which 
he  brought  tipon  the  fame 
Stage,  in  1761,  with  ve- 
ry good  Succefs. 
6«  All  in  the  Wrong.  Com. 
adted  at  the  fame  The- 
atre, with  great  Succefs, 
17^1. 

7.  The 
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7.  The  Old  Maid.      Com.    In 

two  ASs,  performed  like- 
wife  at  the  fame  Houfe, 
in  the  fame  Seafon  ;  and 
with  no  inconfiderabieAp- 
plaufe. 

8.  Ths  Citizen.     Farce,  aded 

with  tolerable  Succefs,  at 
the  Theatre  Royal  in  Co- 
'vent 'Garden,  1762. 
Since  our  firft  Volume  was 
printed  off,  we  have  been  alfo  in- 
formed, that  Mr.  Murphy  was 
Author  of  the  Spouter,  or  Tripplc 
Re'venge,  a  Comic  P'arce  of  two 
Ai5ls,  never  brought  on  the  Stage, 
and  probably  intended  only  for 
the  Clofet.  —  The  Monthly  Re- 
vievtfers,  in  their  Account  of  it, 
obferve,  that  the  Author  has  dif- 
played  a  good  Deal  of  Wit  and 
Humour;  and  that  his  Satire  is 
chiefly  level'd  at  certain  Theatri- 
cal Gentlemen,  who  are  plea- 
fantly  mimicked  and  ridiculed.—^ 
We  are  therefore  convinced,  that 
this  Piece  could  not  be  intended 
to  ridicule  his  own  Farce  of  the 
Apprentice ;  whatever  might  be 
the  Dcfign  of  another  Piece, 
bearing  a  fimilar  Title,  but  great- 
ly inferior  to  Mr.  MurphyWtx- 
formance. 

This  ingenious  Gentleman  is 
likewife  Author  of  th,ofe  fpright- 
ly  and  entertaining  Papers,  en- 
titled The  Craftfman,  or  Gray'^s- 
Inn  Journal 'y  which  came  out 
weekly  j  and  were  reprinted  in 
two  Pocket  Volumes.— He  has 
alfo  been  concerned  in  forae  Poli- 
tical Controveriies  j  and  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  had  a  principal 
Hand  in  the  famous  Teji,  a  peri- 
odical Paper,  which  came  out  in 
Oppofition  to  Mr.  Pm's  firft  Ad- 
miniftration. — And  the  Auditor, 
in  Defence  of  Lord  Bute,  was  the 
Produ(n:  of  Mr.  Murphy^s  Pen. — 
■He  has,    moreover,     given    the 
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Public  a  handforae  Edition  »F 
Mr.  Henry  Fie/ding's  Works,  in 
4to.  to  which  he  has  prefixed  an 
ingenious  and  copious  Differtation 
on  the  Life  and  Writings  of  that 
witty  and  humorous  Author. 

Philips,  Mrs.  Catherine,  was 
the  Daughter  of  Mr.  Fotv/er,  9. 
Merchant  of  London ;  and  was 
born  in  1631. — She  was  educated 
at  a  Boarding-School  in  Hackney  ; 
where  flie  very  early  diftinguiflx- 
ed  herfelf  for  her  Skill  in  Poetry. 
She  was  married  to  James  IhilipSy 
oi  Cardigan,  Efq;  and  afterwards 
went  with  the  Vifcountefs  of 
Duncannon  into  Ireland.  —  She 
tranflated  Comeilles  Tragedy  of 
Pompey  ;  which  was  feveral  Times 
adled  in  1663  and  1664,  in 
which  laft  Year  it  was  publifhed. 
She  tranflated  alfo  the  four  firft 
Afts  of  Hm-ace,  another  Tragedy 
of  CorneiUe  ;  the  fifth  being  done 
by  Sir  John  Denham, — This  ami- 
able Lady  died  of  the  Small-Pox 
in  London,  June  zz,  1664,  to  the 
Regret  of  all  who  knew  her; 
and,  among  many  others,  the 
great  Coivley,  who  exp -efred  his 
Refpeft  for  her  Memory,  by  an 
elegant  Ode  upon  her  Death.^ — 
H^r  V/orks  were  printed  in  Fo- 
lio, under  the  Title  of,  "  Poems 
"  by  the  moft  defervedly-admired 
"Mrs.  Catherine  Philips,  the 
"  matchlefs  Orinda,""  1667.  — 
There  was  likewife  another  Fo- 
lio Edition,  in  1678  ;  and,  in 
1705,  a  fmall  Volume  of  her 
Letters  to  Sir  Charles  Cotterel  were 
printed,  under  the  Title  of  ''  Let- 
''  ters  homOrinda  to Poliarchus -j^' 
the  Editor  of  w^hich  tells  us,  that 
*•  they  were  the  Effedl  of  an 
<'  happy  Intimacy  between  her- 
*'  felf  and  the  late  famous  Poll- 
*'  archus ;  and  are  an  admirable 
*'  Pattern  for  the  pleafing  Corref- 
*'  pondence  of  a  virtuous  Friend^ 
*'  fhip. 
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*'  &Ip.  —  They  will  rufficiently 
I'  inftrua:  us,  how  an  Intercourfe 
''  of  writing  between  Perfons  of 

'  different  Sexes  ought  to  be  ma- 
^  naged   with  Delight  and  Inno- 

'  cence  j  and  teach  the  World 
^  not  to  load  fuch  a  Commerce 

'  with  Cenfure  and  Detrsftion, 

'  when  it  is  removed  at  fuch  a 
*'  Diilance  from  even  the  Ap- 
"  pearance  of  Guilt." 

Thompson,  Rev.  Mr.  Wil- 
liam, an  efteemed  Poet  of  the 
prefent  Age,  was  bred  at  the  U-' 
niverfity  of  Oxford;  where  he  be- 
>"me  Fellow  of  £>ueen\  College. 
The  moil  confiderable  of  his  Per- 
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formaaccs,  is  his  Poem,  entitled 
Sicknejs  ;  in  five  Books,  written 
in  blank  Verfe.— -The  ingenious 
Author  firft  publifted  this  Poem 
in  Quarto,  about  the  Year  1740  ; 
and,  in  1758,  he  republifhed  it, 
together  with  feveral  other  Pieces, 
in  an  8vo.  Volume  ;  in  which 
was  included  the  only  dramatic 
Piece  he  wrote,  via. 

GONDIBFRT      and    BlRTHA. 

Trag.    taken  from  Da-ve- 
navt\  Poem  of  Gor.dibert  j 
never  afted. 
We  are  not  fure  whether  this 
Gentleman  be  yet  living  or  not. 
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